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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

Wolf Lake Community Center

Improvements celebrated at dedication ceremony

Classic birdbath makes return...

Anna ‘Timeless Treasure’ recreated by local business

Guest speakers
Guest speakers at last week’s dedication ceremony at the Wolf Lake Community 

Center included, from left, State Sen. Dale Fowler, R-Harrisburg; Mindy Livesay, a 
member of the Wolf Lake Community Center committee; State Rep. Paul Jacobs, 
R-Pomona; and Union County Clerk and Recorder Lance Meisenheimer.

Sunshine was breaking 
through a light layer of clouds 
in the sky last Friday evening.

***
August has arrived...and 

with it once again comes a 
busy month in our commu-
nity, with the Cobden Peach 
Festival, the Union County 
Fair in Anna, the start of a 
new school year and the high 
school football season.

***
Southernmost Illinois Tour-

ism Bureau recently hosted 
a successful media event at 
Anna’s Davie School Inn, in 
downtown Anna and along 
part of the area’s Shawnee 
Hills Wine Trail. 

***
Jonesboro Public Library 

plans to host a visit by Union 
County Ambulance Service 
paramedics at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 3. A visit by the Union 
County Sheriff’s Office is 
planned Aug. 7.

***
The heat index was 105 de-

grees at 5:30 p.m. Monday in 
Jonesboro. At the time, the air 
temperature was 88.8 degrees.

***
Bat boxes have been put up 

and a plant guide was created 
at the Anna-Jo Garden Club 
Park in Anna. Boy Scout 
Troop 44 assisted the Anna-Jo 
Garden Club on the projects 
by helping to put down mulch 
and hang the bat boxes.

***
A celebration of Smokey 

Bear ’s 80th bir thday is 
planned from 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, Aug. 10, at the 
Lincoln Memorial Picnic 
Grounds in Jonesboro. The 
event will be presented by the 
U.S. Forest Service/Shawnee 
National Forest.

***

“Timeless Treasures” is 
a theme promoted by the 
PAST organization of Union 
County...usually in reference 
to architecture.

This year, however, the 
theme signifies another local 
historical icon. 

Two versions of a classic 
birdbath unique to Anna have 
been created by Longshadow 
Classic Garden Ornaments 
Ltd. in Pomona.

Prior to World War II, the 
Anna-Jonesboro Women’s 
Club would rent molds for 
pouring concrete birdbaths to 
private citizens throughout the 
community. 

An unknown number of the 
original birdbaths were cre-
ated, but 10 remaining pieces 
have been documented in the 
Anna-Jonesboro area. One 
is on public display behind 
Stinson Memorial Library in 
Anna.

The original mold used to 
make the ornaments no longer 
exists, but, using traditional 
craftmanship, Longshadow 
is reproducing dry cast lime-
stone products in the general 
style and dimension of the 
originals.

The known history of the 
birdbaths is incomplete, but 
Barbara Bauer of the PAST 
organization of Union County 
has collected extensive infor-
mation from existing docu-
ments, personal anecdotes 
and the remaining meeting 
minutes of the A-J Women’s 

Club to tell the story.
In 1912 the Anna Wom-

en’s Club combined with the 
Jonesboro Matron’s Club to 
form the Anna-Jonesboro 
Women’s Club, which was 
subsequently joined by the 
Lilac Club of Domestic Sci-
ence and became a member 
of the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. 

These various groups 
shared a common enthusiasm 
for gardening, city beautifi-
cation and civic pride which 
showed itself through the 
creation of the birdbaths.

The origin of the mold used 
to make the original birdbaths 
is traced back to the years 
following World War I, when 
Augustus Townsend Ayers of 
Anna procured for the club.  It 
is not known if the mold was 
purchased or constructed by 
Ayers himself.

The mold was originally 
rented for $2, as available 
records indicate, in 1928 and 
1932.  In later years, the price 
was reduced to $1, presum-
ably due to the Great Depres-
sion.

Those who rented the molds 
would cast their own concrete 
birdbath.  At nearly three feet 
tall and 30 inches across at 
the bowl, each piece weighed 
approximately 400 pounds, 
so decorating one’s yard or 
garden with such an ornament 
would require careful plan-
ning and deliberate effort.

(continued on page 2)

Classic icon returns
With the reproduction of a classic birdbath located outside of Anna City Hall are 

city administrator Dori Bigler, PAST museum chairperson Barbara Bauer, Anna City 
Council member Martha Ann Webb and Anna city arborist Tom Caldwell. The birdbath 
was created by Longshadow Classic Garden Ornaments Ltd. in Pomona and donated 
to the City of Anna. Photo provided.

An excessive heat warning 
in effect Tuesday and Wednes-
day for parts of the Southern 
Illinois, Southeast Missouri 
and Western Kentucky region 
was extended into Thursday, 
today. Union County is in-
cluded in the warning area.

Dangerously hot and humid 
conditions were expected in 
the latest round of extreme 
summer conditions to impact 
the region. 

The warning was issued by 
the National Weather Service 
office in Paducah. The warn-
ing went into effect at 11 
a.m. Tuesday and continues 
through 8 p.m. Thursday, 
today.

A heat advisory had been 
issued by the weather service 
for Monday. For the heat ad-
visory, heat index values up 

to 107 degrees were possible. 
For the excessive heat 

warning, heat index readings 
around 110 were expected. 
Locally higher readings up to 
115 were possible.

Air temperatures in the 
mid to upper 90s were in 
the forecast on Tuesday and 
Wednesday and again for 
Thursday, today.

As the paper was going to 
press early Tuesday afternoon, 
the weather service reported 
that the heat index at the 
Southern Illinois Airport near 
Carbondale was 108 degrees. 
The air temperature was 92.

The weather service warned 
that heat-related illnesses 
increase significantly during  
extreme heat and high humid-
ity events.

Residents of  the region 

were advised to drink plenty 
of fluids, stay in an air-con-
ditioned room, stay out of the 
sun and check up on relatives 
and neighbors.

Severe Weather Possible
Severe thunderstorms also 

were possible Tuesday after-
noon and evening in parts of 
Southern Illinois, Southeast 
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky. The weather service 
shared that as of midday Tues-
day, the region’s severe storm 
threat was increasing.

“Confidence is increasing 
for a potent round of severe 
thunderstorms to move across 
the region this afternoon and 
evening,” the weather service 
advised. “Damaging winds in 
excess of 60 to 70 mph ap-
pear increasingly likely across 
much of the area.”

Improvements at a com-
munity center which serves 
as an election polling place in 
Union County were celebrated 
last week.

Community members  were 
joined by state legislators, 
county officials and others for 
the dedication of the newly 
updated Wolf Lake Commu-
nity Center. 

The dedication was held 
Thursday morning, July 25, at 
the community center.

The community center, 
which for many years has 
been a focal point for many 
special events in Wolf Lake, is 
located at 4720 State Route 3.

Now ADA accessible, the 

facility is equipped with a 
new, widened front door, a 
wheelchair-friendly bathroom 
and a fully paved parking lot 
complete with ADA park-
ing. The improvements are 
welcome news for a facility 
which does not receive any 
tax revenue.

Union County Clerk and 
Recorder Lance Meisen-
heimer said the funding which 
made the improvements pos-
sible was secured through 
an Illinois State Board of 
Elections grant which was 
offered to election authorities 
throughout the state to help 
update Polling Place Acces-
sibility for facilities used in 
elections. 

Meisenheimer successfully 
requested funding for the Wolf 
Lake Community Center and 
the Dongola Community Cen-
ter so that each location could 
be updated in order to be ADA 
compliant. 

“The amount given through 
the Polling Place Accessibil-
ity Grant was $61,114.13, 
and was split evenly between 
the two community centers 
that are both used as polling 
places for our Union County 
elections,” Meisenheimer said 
in a news release prior to last 
week’s dedication ceremony. 

The Wolf Lake Community 
Center serves as the election 
polling place for the county’s 
Union precinct.

State Sen. Dale Fowler, 
R-Harrisburg, offered his 
congratulations to all of those 
involved with the Wolf Lake 
project. He noted the hard 
work which went into the suc-
cessful grant application and 
said the community was for-
tunate to have such a facility.

“We’re celebrating democ-
racy,” State Sen. Paul Jacobs, 
R-Pomona, said about the 
special occasion. 

Jacobs also praised the 
work done by Union County 
Clerk and Recorder Lance

(continued on page 2)

Excessive heat warning this week;
severe storms were possible Tuesday

National
Night Out
set in Anna

Families in Union County 
are invited to attend a free Na-
tional Night Out event which 
is planned in Anna.

Union County emergency 
services agencies plan to 
present National Night Out 
on Tuesday evening, Aug. 6. 
The event is scheduled from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Anna 
City Park.

National Night Out will 
offer children opportunities 
to see emergency services 
apparatuses up close.

The evening also will fea-
ture bounce houses, games, 
a dunk tank, donuts, popcorn 
and more.

Organizers shared on social 
media that “National Night 
Out triumphs over a culture 
that isolates us from each 
other and allows to rediscover 
our own communities.”

More information about 
National Night Out is avail-
able by contacting Deputy 
Jessica Bridges at the Union 
County Sheriff’s Office in 
Jonesboro.

What appears to be a new 
cell phone tower can be seen 
at the intersection of Kaolin 
Road and old U.S. Route 51 
between Anna and Cobden.

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
R e g i s t r a t i o n  s t a r t e d 

Wednesday and continues 
Thursday, today, at Anna-
Jonesboro Community High 
School.

***
A new color scheme was 

being created last week at 
Anna Junior High School/
Davie School in Anna.

***
Looked like the “new” play-

ground equipment was being 
installed at Davie School. The 
equipment’s former home was 
at the Anna City Park.

***
Shawnee Community Col-

lege fall semester classes are 
scheduled to begin Monday, 
Aug. 12.

***
Equipment and supplies for 

a new occupational therapy 
assistant program were being 
moved last week into the new-
ly renovated space at Shawnee 
Community College’s exten-
sion center in Anna.

***
The Saints Kids’ drama 

camp at Shawnee Community 
College wrapped up last week 
with a special performance. 
Nearly 40 students partici-
pated in the camp.

***
Auditions for a fall musical 

production at Shawnee Com-
munity College are planned 
Aug. 23-24. Performances are 
set for Nov. 7-9.

***
Illinois Department of 

Transportation crews were 
mowing this week along old 
U.S. Route 51 between Anna 
and Cobden.

*** 
The Global Girls perform-

ing arts group out of Chicago 
gave a recent performance at 
Shawnee Community Col-
lege’s extension center in 
Cairo.

***
An American Cancer So-

ciety benefit gospel concert 
is set for 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 22, at the First Meth-
odist Church in Metropolis. 
The Tribute Quartet will be 
featured.

***
Winners in the recent My 

IL State Park Fundraiser event 
included Volo Bog State Natu-
ral Area, Lake Le-Aqua-N 
State Recreation Area, Horse-
shoe Lake State Park in Madi-
son County and Starved Rock 
State Park.

(continued from page 1)
Incomplete records account 

for the molds being rented 
seven times between 1928 and 
1934, but at least ten of the ac-
tual birdbaths still endure and 
are accounted for, so a true 
inventory remains a mystery.

In 1942 the mold (most 
likely made of iron, but pos-
sibly aluminum) was donated 

Wolf Lake Community Center
(continued from page 1)
Meisenheimer in securing the 
grant. The county said he will 
work to obtain more such grant 
funding. 

Katie Main, district direc-
tor for U.S. Rep. Mike Bost, 
R-Ill., offered congratulations 
to the community on behalf 
of the Congressman. She said 
Bost strongly supports such 
projects.

Congratula t ions  were 
shared from the Illinois State 
Board of Elections. Meisen-
heimer read a message from 
the state board which said 
that “a disability should not 
infringe on a voter’s right to 
cast a ballot. The State Board 
of Elections is pleased to have 
provided this grant to make 
voting more convenient and 
accessible to Union County 
voters of all abilities.”

Mindy Livesay, a member 
of the Wolf Lake Community 
Center committee,  shared that 
the facility was funded and 
built by volunteers in 1976 
during the nation’s bicenten-
nial. “Some people still refer 
to it as the Bicentennial Build-
ing,” she said.

“While our grant was 
awarded because we are a 
polling place, the community 
center is much more to Wolf 
Lake residents,” Livesay said.

“It is the coffee shop, office 
to water, sewer and levee dis-

 Paved parking lot
The parking lot at the Wolf Lake Community Center is now paved and offers ADA 

parking.

tricts, and is a popular place to 
hold a birthday party or family 
gathering.

“We receive no tax mon-
ey, so all expenses...mainte-
nance, utilities, insurance and 
improvements...are strictly 
funded by donations and fund-
raising.

“This is why the grant for 
the new door and paved park-
ing lot was so important to us.

“There is no way we would 
have ever been able to afford 

such nice improvements on 
our own.

“We would like to thank 
Lance for bringing this grant 
to our attention and for all his 
help in making this possible.

“According to the grant, we 
were to pay for the improve-
ments upon completion and 
then get reimbursed.

“We were having some is-
sues paying for the parking 
lot in advance and still hav-
ing enough money to operate 

when Lance took it upon him-
self to ask the county to ‘front’ 
us  the money. That was a life 
saver for us.

“Instead of just telling us 
the grant was out there, Lance 
went above and beyond to 
help us and we cannot thank 
him enough for helping to 
make this project happen.”

The community center con-
tinues to welcome donations 
to support its operations.

Anna bird baths
to the War Department to be 
melted down and re-purposed 
for military use. 

Regardless of the ultimate 
outcome, the entire project 
resonates with the motto of 
the Women’s Club: “Ready in 
Spirit and Resources.”

This year, the City of Anna 
has worked with Longshadow 
to bring back the birdbaths.  

The Pomona business was 
founded in 1993 by Charlotte 
and Daniel Ward with a com-
mitment to creating elegant, 
hand-crafted planters and 
garden ornaments. 

Longshadow has sent piec-
es as far away as Dubai and 
Chile. Their work can also 
be seen at the Art Institute 
of Chicago and the St. Louis 
Botanic Gardens.

Longshadow takes special 
pride in their contributions to 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s “Heurt-
ley House” in Oak Park and 
is particularly interested in 
Wright’s connection to the 
Prairie Style Stinson Memo-
rial Library in Anna.  

The birdbath at Stinson, 
moved to that location in 
1999 from the home of Lloyd 
Sitter, helped inspire Daniel 
Ward to generate a new line 
of birdbaths in the style of the 
originals. 

One new birdbath version 
is true to the historical de-
sign, and another includes 
originally crafted sculpture of 
Annabelle hydrangeas.

Because of their deep in-
terest in the local histories 
of Southern Illinois com-
munities, Longshadow has 
graciously donated the first 
birdbath produced to the City 
of Anna. 

The donated ornament has 
been installed at Anna City 
Hall within an established 
bed of Annabelle hydrangea 
plants. 

“It’s gestures like this that 
remind us how lucky we are 
to have such a rich history and 
caring people who are willing 
to help preserve and celebrate 
the best in our community,” 
Anna city administrator Dori 
Bigler said about the donation.

News Notes

Orientation
scheduled
at Cobden

Orientation night is set for 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 6, 
for Cobden Junior High/High 
School students and their 
families. 

The event is for incoming 
6th and 9th grade students and 
families who are new to the 
junior high and high school.

A short presentation is 
planned in the high school 
gym. A tour of the building 
will follow.

The Big Eight
The director of two community economic development associations 

in Utah compiled the following tongue-in-cheek list of sure fire ways 
to "Ruin Your Town":

1. Stay away from town meetings and be sure to criticize the way 
things run. You don't have to be there to know that somebody else is 
not doing it right.

2. Complain bitterly about the climate. Dwell on cold winters, the 
hot summers and the generally tough conditions for the people who 
live here. Let the world know that this is the last place anybody would 
want to live and work.

3. Knock your city and county governments. Spread the word about 
the stupidity of your elected officials. After all, they are all just out to 
get you anyway.

4. Don't buy anything locally. Use discount stores in the city and di-
rect mail catalogs for all of your purchases. It's a lot more important 
to save a buck than to save your local merchant.

5. Snipe at the local newspaper. Tell anyone who will listen that those 
media people are just no good and that they never print the news you 
want to read.

6. Boycott community events. Tell yourself and anyone else that it's 
not your job to show up for ball games, concerts and school programs. 
Who really cares if anyone participates in those things?

7. Be more negative. Everybody knows that all kids are delinquents, 
all business people are crooks and all public officials are just looking 
out for themselves. Try to get in as many bad remarks about the town 
as possible.

8. Be skeptical, cynical and critical about anything designed for the 
community's progress and betterment and do it as loudly as possible. 
Blame progress for every difficulty, economic development for chang-
ing things from the way they were in the good old days, and disagree 
with anything that makes things different in your town.

Most people interact with 10 or more people every day of their lives. 
That's 310 individuals this month alone. Think of the good you could 
do by keeping a more positive attitude when talking about your com-
munity.
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Grace is “unmerited favor” of God. Man cannot 
earn it; man does not deserve it. However, God 
makes it possible for man to receive it. To re-

ceive God’s grace, one must follow examples of 
righteousness, and Noah is the prime example. 
Genesis 6:9 tells of three ways which Noah was 

able to receive God’s favor.
The third way in which Noah received God’s 
favor was because Noah “walked with God.”  

Noah’s great-grandfather, Enoch, had a similar 
relationship with God, Genesis 5:24.  Walking 

with God is a walk of righteousness and integrity. 
Noah imitated the “calling on God’s name,” Gen-
esis 4:26 and “offering sacrifices,” Genesis 3:4. 

In 2 Peter 2:5, the Bible records how Noah was a In 2 Peter 2:5, the Bible records how Noah was a 
“preacher of righteousness.” Not only did he 
preached God’s Word, but he lived it and pro-
claimed to others because they needed to live 

their lives in such a manner.
Today, God’s children must be imitations of 
Jesus. Peter reminds Christians that they are 

priests, 1 Peter 2:9 (Royal Priesthood). We need 
to make the same proclamations as Noah. How-
ever, our walk must be a walk of love Ephesians 
5:2, light 5:8-11, and wisdom Ephesians 5:15-17.

August 5th – 9th
9am to 11:30am

Ages 4 years to 6th grade
Brother LaRue Parr @ 618-697-0286

Becky Plott @ 618-697-2447

Big Creek Baptist ChurchBig Creek Baptist Church
Vacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible School

County fair
coming
in August

August’s arrival means that 
the 2024 Union County Fair in 
Anna is just around the corner.

Activities for this year’s 
fair are set to begin Friday, 
Aug. 16, and continue through 
Sunday, Aug. 25, at the Anna 
City Park.

Here’s a look at the some of 
the highlights for fair week, as 
posted on the fair’s website:

Friday, Aug. 16
The Union County Fair 

queen pageant is moving to a 
new day this year. The pageant 
�L�V�� �V�H�W�� �I�R�U�� ���� �S���P���� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �À�U�V�W��
Friday of the fair.

Saturday, Aug. 17
Harness racing, with free 

admission, is set for 1 p.m. 
A gaited and western horse 

show is planned at 6 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 18
The popular pet parade is 

planned at 2 p.m. 
A community worship ser-

vice is set for 6 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 19
A truck, semi and farm 

stock tractor pull is set for 7 
p.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 20
The midway carnival opens 

at 6 p.m.
Tractor pull action is sched-

uled at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 21
Ranch rodeo action begins 

at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 22
Thursday is Veterans Ap-

preciation Day at the fair.
The junior livestock auction 

begins at 6 p.m.
Championship rodeo action 

is set for 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 23
�7�K�H���À�U�V�W���R�I���W�Z�R���G�H�P�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q��

derbies is set for 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 24
Demolition derby action 

continues at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 25
Exhibits are to be claimed. 

Exhibitor checks will be avail-
�D�E�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���I�D�L�U���R�I�À�F�H��

Rural Health
planning
celebration

Rural Health Inc. is plan-
ning to the join in the cel-
ebration of National Health 
Center Week, which is set for 
Aug. 4-10.

“We use the week to com-
memorate appreciation for our 
parents,” Rural Health Inc. 
community outreach coordi-
nator Chase Hileman shared.

This year, Kona Ice is 
scheduled to visit each of 
Rural Health Inc.’s clinics in 
the area to provide free snow 
cones.

The schedule at each of the 
clinics follows:

Aug. 5: Goreville, 10 a.m. 
to noon.

Aug. 5: Vienna, 12:30 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m.

Aug. 6: Metropolis, 10 a.m. 
to noon.

Aug. 7: Anna, 10 a.m. to 
noon.

Aug. 7: Dongola, 12:30 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Weather
Temperatures during the 

period of July 23 through 
July 29 in the Union County 
area ranged from a high of 90 
degrees to a low of 65.

Precipitation during the 
period totalled 1.91 inches 
of rain.

Following are tempera-
tures, precipitation and other 
highlights for the period as 
recorded by weather observer 
Dana Cross near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, July 23: high 85, 
low 65. 

Wednesday, July 24: high 
88, low 66. 1.28 inches of rain. 

Thursday, July 25: high 
90, low 68. 1.28 inches of 
rain. Fog. 

Friday, July 26: high 86, 
low 68. Fog.

Saturday, July 27: high 83, 
low 70. .56 of an inch of rain. 
Fog. 

Sunday, July 28: high 87, 
low 71. .06 of an inch of rain. 

Monday, July 29: high 89, 
low 72. .01 of an inch of rain.

Snack time
A black bear snacked on apples in rural Jackson County before heading northwest 

toward Gorham and the Mississippi River. Photos provided by Ashley Shields.

�6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���À�Q�G
unifying pastime: spotting bears

By Molly Parker
Capitol News Illinois 
news@capitolnew-

sillinois.com
CARBONDALE – Amid 

this heated political season, 
residents in Southern Illinois 
have found a unifying pas-
time: spotting black bears.

“I love the dichotomy right 
now on my FB (Facebook) 
feeds. On one hand, major 
political drama. On the other, 
this bear is just doing bear 
things, just wandering around 
SIL (southern Illinois),” wrote 
Jessica Bradshaw, a Carbon-
dale resident, echoing the sen-
timent of many social media 
posts shared across the region 
last week in response to nu-
merous black bear sightings. 

Bear things apparently in-
clude squeezing in some tee 
time. 

On Friday, July 19, Koko-
pelli Golf Club in Marion is-
sued a warning to golfers and 
the public after a black bear 
was spotted in Williamson 
County heading toward the 
course. 

Then on Monday, July 22, 
Hickory Ridge Public Golf 
Course in Carbondale, in 
neighboring Jackson County, 
posted on Facebook that a 
black bear had been sighted 
between holes 4 and 6. Golfers 
posted photos of a black bear 
visiting the Jackson County 
Country Club near Murphys-
boro that same day.

While bear sightings in 

Illinois are rare, the Illinois 
Department of Natural Re-
sources, IDNR, said in a re-
cent statement that established 
populations in neighboring 
Missouri and Wisconsin 
sometimes venture into Illi-
nois during the summer.

�$�Q�G�� �,�'�1�5�� �F�R�Q�À�U�P�H�G�� �U�H-
cent sightings in four Southern 
Illinois counties, including 
Saline, Pope, Williamson and 
Jackson, but couldn’t say it 
was one bear or multiple.

“IDNR biologists are moni-
toring the bear’s movement 
and appreciate receiving on-
going reports from the public 
of its whereabouts,” IDNR 
wildlife chief Mike Wefer said 
in the statement. “We’re also 
grateful to everyone who has 
followed our advice to leave 
the bear alone and enjoy the 
rare privilege of observing it 
from a safe distance.” 

�'�H�V�S�L�W�H���Q�R�W���S�R�V�L�Q�J���D���V�L�J�Q�L�À-
cant threat to humans, IDNR 
stressed that black bears are 
wild animals. 

The agency recommended 
following BearWise Basics: 
securing food and garbage to 
avoid attracting bears’ keen 
noses, removing bird feeders 
and cleaning grills promptly 
after use. 

Interactions with bears 
should be avoided and sight-
ings should be reported to 
�,�'�1�5���R�I�À�F�L�D�O�V����

If someone finds them-
selves face-to-face with a 
bear, they should stay calm 

and slowly move backward...
never turn around and run.

Black bears once freely 
roamed Illinois. With nearly 
280,000 acres of national for-
est, Southern Illinois provides 
ample habitat. 

However, European settlers 
and unregulated hunting drove 
bears out by the late 1800s. 

Recognizing their occa-
sional trips across state lines, 
Illinois lawmakers granted 
protected status to black bears 
in 2015: it’s illegal to hunt, kill 
or harass black bears, except 
when they pose imminent 
threats to people or property.

“We’re all rooting for the 
bear to stay safe in Southern 
IL. Remember the pig that 
roamed all over Herrin a cou-
ple of years ago? Reminds me 
of that...,” reminisced Tracy 
McSherry-McKown on Face-
book, referring to the beloved 
roaming pig named Porkchop 
that made headlines in 2019 
for its adventures around Wil-
liamson County. 

Capitol News Illinois is a 
�Q�R�Q�S�U�R�À�W���� �Q�R�Q�S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�� �Q�H�Z�V��
service covering state govern-
ment. It is distributed to hun-
�G�U�H�G�V�� �R�I�� �Q�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U�V���� �U�D�G�L�R��
and TV stations statewide. It 
is funded primarily by the Il-
linois Press Foundation and 
the Robert R. McCormick 
�)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���P�D�M�R�U��
contributions from the Illinois 
Broadcasters Foundation and 
Southern Illinois Editorial As-
sociation.

Union County Museum
in Cobden announces
Peach Festival activities

The Union County Museum 
in Cobden is planning to have 
extended hours for the upcom-
ing Cobden Peach Festival. 

The Peach Festival, spon-
sored by the Cobden Lions 
Club, is planned Friday and 
Saturday, Aug. 9-10.

The museum is located 
along South Appleknocker 
Street. The museum’s hours 
during the Peach Festival are 
scheduled to be from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday.

Cobden Review News-
paper

The museum will continue 
an exhibit on the Cobden Re-
view newspaper. 

The newspaper was found-
ed in 1924 and was an im-
portant part of the Cobden 
community. 

A variety of newspapers 
from the 1920s to the 1960s 
are featured in the exhibit. 

Stories featured in the 
newspapers include the 1964 
Cobden High School Ap-
pleknockers boys basketball 
team, the Peach Festival, the 
dedication of the Cobden 
Medical Clinic and more.

A special issue of the Re-
view from Cobden’s 1957 
Centennial Celebration will 
be  on display. The newspaper 
contains photos, business his-

tories and local history.
Museum Shop
�7�K�H�� �6�K�R�S�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �%�H�Q�H�À�W��

of the Museum will be open, 
featuring a variety of newly 
stocked merchandise such as 
fall/Halloween decorations, 
glassware and collectibles.

Special Exhibit
The Union County His-

torical & Genealogy Society 
plans to present a special 
exhibit about the 1964 Cob-
den Appleknocker basketball 
team.

The exhibit will be on dis-
play at the society’s resource 
center, which is located on 
North Appleknocker Street 
in the former medical clinic 
building.

Newspapers, photographs 
and other memorabilia will be 
featured in the exhibit. 

An exhibit about former 
Peach Festival queens will 
also be on display. 

The center is scheduled to 
be open from noon to 5 p.m. 
on Friday, Aug. 9, and from 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 10.

The center also is scheduled 
to be open for a limited time 
after the Peach Festival pa-
rade, which is set for Saturday 
afternoon.

Book Signing
A book signing also is be-

ing planned at the resource 
center during Peach Festival 
weekend.

The book signing is sched-
uled from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 10.

Authors Teri Campbell 
and Anne Ryman, along with 
some players from the 1964 
team, are scheduled to be 
present to sign copies of the 
book titled “The Amazing 
Appleknockers, Illinois’ Cin-
derella Basketball Team of 
1964.” 

Copies of the book will 
be sold during the exhibit’s 
hours and at the Union County 
Museum.

Regular Hours
The Union County Mu-

seum is scheduled to return 
to regular hours are the Peach 
Festival.

The museum’s regular 
hours are from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Saturdays and Sundays.

SIU enrollment
up this summer

Following a strong fall 
and spring, Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale is see-
ing increased enrollment this 
summer, up about 3.4 percent 
from last year. 

Overall enrollment for 
summer 2024 is 5,025, 163 
students more than last year. 
Summer enrollment is typical-
ly lower than fall and spring, 
the university noted. 

Enrollment has grown in 
several key areas, including 
online (7 percent), continu-
ing undergraduate (4.8 per-
cent), transfer (2.8 percent) 
and graduate (2.3 percent) 
students. 

And the student body is di-
verse, with more students who 
identify as Asian (up 6.5 per-
cent), Black (up 5.7 percent), 
Hispanic (up 9.1 percent) and 
international (up 6.9 percent). 

Dongola, Vienna schools working
together on high school opportunities

Dongola Unit School Dis-
trict has been working in 
cooperation with Vienna High 
School regarding high school 
opportunities and partner-
ships. 

During the 2023-2024 
school year, Dongola and 
Vienna partnered to host Don-
gola freshmen and sopho-
more students at Vienna High 
School for full-day instruction 
and co-oped in some Illinois 
High School Association, 

IHSA, sports and activities. 
Vienna High School super-

intendent Josh Stafford said 
in a July 24 email that Don-
gola and Vienna have jointly 
agreed to expand this offering 
to include all Dongola fresh-
men, sophomores and juniors 
while giving seniors the op-
tion to attend Vienna during 
the 2024-2025 school year. 

The boards have also agreed 
to expand the cooperative 
sports agreement to include 

bass fishing, soccer, dance, 
ESports, girls’ basketball, 
golf, football cheer, wrestling, 
track and field and Scholar 
Bowl.

During the spring, the Don-
gola and Vienna boards voted 
to do a school reorganization 
feasibility study and secured 
money from the Illinois State 
Board of Education to cover 
the cost of the study, Stafford 
said.

“The purpose of school re-
organization feasibility stud-
ies is to gather information 
and research various aspects 
of the participating school 
districts in order to determine 
how the schools might best 
move into the future,” Stafford 
shared in the email.

“The study in no way 
binds any of the participating 
schools to take any action but 
is a tool by which to gather 
relevant information for con-
sideration.”

Meeting Planned
Midwest School Consul-

tants, the group selected to 
conduct the study, plans to 
�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���W�K�H���À�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���D�W���D���S�X�E-
lic meeting is set for 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 8, at Dongola 
School.

A copy of the completed 
study and presentation can be 
found online at https://www.
viennahighschool.com/srfs.

More detailed information 
can be found on the Illinois 
State Board of Education, 
ISBE, website at https://www.
isbe.net/Pages/School-Dis-
trict-Reorganization.aspx.

Current county engineer Jeff 
Denny is planning to retire.

Union County Sheriff Da-
vid Wilkins shared that he was 
considering the possibility 
of establishing an Explorer 
program for young people. 
The program was introduce 
young people to a career in 
law enforcement. 

Commissioner Kent Pitts 
reported on continued prog-
ress at the county’s new ani-
mal control building. 

Pitts again said that dona-
tions of dog food continue to 
be welcomed by the county’s 
animal control program. Fi-
nancial donations also are 
welcomed.

Commissioner Brandon 
Bierstedt reported that South-
ern 7 Health Department was 
working to seek grant funds 
for a Head Start classroom at 
Jonesboro School. Bierstedt 
represents the county board 
on the health department’s 
governing body. 

A variety of topics were 
covered during discussion at 
last week’s regular meeting 
of the Union County Board of 
Commissioners.

The meeting was Friday 
morning, July 26, at the Union 
County Courthouse in Jones-
boro.

The purchase of a new 
vehicle for the Union County 
�6�K�H�U�L�I�I�·�V�� �2�I�À�F�H�� �D�W�� �D�� �F�R�V�W�� �R�I��
$41,993.98 was approved. 
The cost will be covered by 
insurance.

Union County Treasurer 
Leigh Burns reported that her 
�R�I�À�F�H�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�U�W�K�R�X�V�H�� �Z�D�V��
busy on Thursday, July 25. 
�7�K�H�� �À�U�V�W�� �L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�L�V��
year’s county property taxes 
was due July 25. The second 
installment is due Sept. 25.

A resolution certifying the 
names of two candidates to 
take an examination for coun-
ty engineer was approved. The 
names of both candidates will 
be submitted to the Illinois 
Department of Transportation. 

County board meets Friday


