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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

The Union County Sheriff’s 
Office has launched a Fourth 
of July traffic safety campaign. 
The focus of the campaign is on 
impaired drivers and those not 
wearing seat belts. The sheriff’s 
office is joining the Illinois 
State Police and more than 
200 local police and sheriff’s 
department in the campaign, 
which continues through July 7.

***
A Union County Sheriff’s 

Merit Commission meeting 
was scheduled Tuesday 
evening, June 24. The meeting 
was to have been held in 
the conference room at the 
Union County Courthouse in 
Jonesboro.

***
T h e  U n i o n  C o u n t y 

Ambu lance  Se rv i ce  i s 
encouraging everyone to stay 
hydrated and to stay cool during 
the ongoing heat wave. The 
ambulance service shared 
information on social media 
about heat exhaustion and heat 
stroke.

***
The Illinois Department 

of Transportation advises 
motorists to be on the lookout 
for pavement buckling on 
roadways during extreme heat 
and humidity. Such conditions 
can cause pavement to buckle 
or blow out. 

***
The National Weather 

Service in Paducah shared 
on social media Tuesday 
m o r n i n g  t h a t  s h o w e r s 
and storms are expected to 
increase this weekend “and 
that could eventually bring 
more widespread relief” from 
the extreme heat and humidity 
which has blanketed the 
region. Heat index values in 
the 100-degree range are still in 
the forecast through Monday in 
some locations.

***
An event for veterans is 

planned from 8 a.m. to 10 
a.m. June 28 at The Old Feed 
Store in downtown Cobden. 
Free coffee and donuts will be 
served.

***
The City of Anna has 

announced activities which 
are planned for the July 4th 
Independence Day holiday 
at the Anna City Park. Live 
music starts at 6 p.m. with 
Steve Hornbeak & The 
Mainstreet Players (and special 
guest drummer Chuck Tilley 
from Sixwire). Lots of local 
food vendors and some local 
wineries are scheduled to be 
on hand. Fireworks are set for 
9 p.m.

***
I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y 

celebrations also are being 
planned in a number of other 
communities in the region.

*** 
The Alto Pass Garden Club 

announced plans for a recent 
work day to build raised beds 
in its community garden in the 
Union County village.

***
Shawnee High School 

in Wolf Lake was being 
represented by eight students 
attending the National Beta 
Convention in Orlando, Fla. 
The students advanced to 
national competition after 
winning honors at the state 
level.

(continued on page 2)

Open house held at new Union 
County animal control facility

Open house held
The Union County animal control program hosted at open house Saturday at its 

new facility, which is located along Kaolin Road between Anna and Cobden.

Inside new facility
New housing for animals are located next to a sallyport area which offers a secure 

entry point for the safe transport of animals.

The community had an op-
portunity to get a firsthand look 
at Union County’s new animal 
control facility during an open 
house which was held Saturday 
afternoon, June 21. Those who 
attended the open house could 
tour the facility. The event also 
included a raffle basket give-
away, food and refreshments.

Ahead of the open house, the 
animal control program shared 
on social media that “We are 
more than grateful to have a 
safe and welcoming environ-
ment for animals in our area 
and we can’t wait for you all 
to see.” The posting also noted 
that the program has been “anx-
ious to host this event to unveil 
the new facility that has been 
carefully planned and perfectly 
executed by our Union County 
Government.”

Groundbreaking for the new 
facility was held in February of 
2024. The facility is located at 
385 Kaolin Rd., just off old U.S. 
Route 51 between Anna and 
Cobden. The animal control 
program moved into the new 
facility in early November of 
2024. 

The animal control pro-
gram’s current staff includes 
an administrator, two kennel 
technicians and an animal con-
trol officer.

Katelan Webb is the animal 
control program’s administra-
tor. Webb and her staff, who 
are extremely grateful for the 
new facility, were among those 
who welcomed visitors at last 
Saturday’s open house. 

“It’s beyond belief that we get 
to come to work every day and 
work in this facility,” Webb said.

A media release issued at 
the time of groundbreaking 
ceremony noted that the event 
marked “a significant leap 
forward in animal welfare 
for the community.” Union 
County government replaced 
dilapidated original structures 
used by the animal control pro-
gram with a modern and code 
compliant facility designed to 
provide a safe and compassion-
ate environment for animals in 
need. The new facility stands 
on the same grounds where the 
original structures had been 
located. The original structures 
have been removed.

The county had been savings 
funds for nearly a decade to go 
towards the project, with the 
remaining balance coming from 
two federal grants. 

(continued on page 2)

Dangerous heat, humidity 
continue this week in region

The start of summer has been 
accompanied by a dangerous, 
prolonged heat wave in the 
Southern Illinois, Southeast 
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky region. Friday, June 20, 
was the first day of summer.

The National Weather Ser-
vice’s Weather Prediction 
Center in College Park, Md., 
reported in an online article 
early this week that a strong 
upper-level ridge parked over 
the eastern half of the United 
States would continue to gen-
erate an extremely dangerous 
heat wave this week from the 
Midwest to the Mid-Atlantic 
regions.

As of early this week, the re-
gion remained under a heat ad-
visory until 7 p.m. Friday, June 
27. The advisory, which began 
last weekend, was issued by 
the National Weather Service 
office in Paducah. Heat index 
values of 100 to 107 were in the 
forecast for each day through 
Friday. The forecast was calling 
for daily high temperatures in 
the 90s through Sunday, June 
29. Heat index values in the 
region topped 100 degrees last 
Saturday and Sunday.

The Weather Service office 
in Paducah advised that the 
“first prolonged stretch of heat 
and humidity of the season will 
amplify health impacts. Health 
impacts will build with each 
successive day in the heat and 
humidity.” The Weather Service 
cautioned that “there will be 
very little relief at night.”

Precautionary and prepared-
ness actions shared by the 
Weather Service included:

•Drinking plenty of fluids, 
staying in an air-conditioned 
room, staying out of the sun 
and checking on relatives and 
neighbors.

•Taking extra precautions 
when outside. Wearing light-

weight and loose fitting cloth-
ing. Trying to limit strenuous 
activities to early morning or 
evening. Taking action when 
symptoms of heat exhaustion 
and heat stroke are seen in a 
person.

Heat is the leading cause of 
weather-related deaths in most 
years. The Weather Service 
office shared a “Heat Safety 
Checklist” on its website. The 
checklist urges everyone to 
be informed, to limit outdoor 
activity, to stay hydrated, to 
check on others and to check 
on animals. 

The Weather Service also 
advised that during hot and 
humid weather, the human 
body’s ability to cool itself is 
challenged in unexpected ways. 

“When your body heats too 
rapidly, or when too much fluid 
or salt is lost through dehydra-
tion or sweating, you may ex-
perience a heat-related illness,” 
the Weather Service said.

Information was shared by 
the Weather Service about heat 
exhaustion and heat stroke.

Heat Exhaustion: Symp-
toms can include dizziness, 
thirst, heavy sweating, nausea 
and weakness. Fast action is 
urged for those experiencing 
heat exhaustion: Move to a 
cooler area. Loosen clothing. 
Sip cool water. Seek medical 
help if symptoms don’t im-
prove. Heat exhaustion can lead 
to heat stroke.

Heat Stroke: Symptoms 
can include confusion, dizzi-
ness and a person becoming 
unconscious. Fast action also 
is urged for those experiencing 
heat stroke: Call 911. Move the 
person to a cooler area. Loosen 
clothing and remove extra 
layers. Cool with water or ice. 
Heat stroke can cause death or 
permanent disability if emer-
gency treatment is not given.

Public health officials share 
update on West Nile virus

The Illinois Department of 
Public Health, IDPH, is remind-
ing the public that along with 
the start of summer, mosquito 
season is underway in Illinois. 
With this comes the risk of West 
Nile virus, WNV, which had 
been confirmed from environ-
mental samples in 17 counties 
around the state as of June 18. 

The reminder came as public 
health officials around the coun-
try highlighted the importance 
of taking action to “Fight the 
Bite” during National Mosqui-
to Control Awareness Week, 
which was June 15-21.

No human cases of WNV 
have been reported in Illinois so 
far this year, but in 2024, there 
were 69 confirmed human cases 
of WNV, including 13 deaths, 
the highest number since 17 
WNV-related human deaths 
were recorded in 2018.

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment reported on June 19 that 
there had been no reports of 
positive WNV in Southern 
Illinois as of that date.

“With mosquito season un-
derway in Illinois, it is now 
time for Illinoisans, especially 
seniors and those with weak-
ened immune systems, to start 
taking precautions to prevent 
mosquito bites,” IDPH director 
Dr. Sameer Vohra said in a news 
release. 

“A bite from a mosquito 
infected with WNV can cause 
serious illness. The best way to 
“Fight the Bite” is to practice 
the “Three R’s”: reduce the 
opportunity for mosquitos to 
enter your home, repel mosqui-
tos by wearing insect repellent 
outdoors and report standing 
water in your community where 
mosquitoes can breed.”

A county is considered pos-
itive for West Nile virus if a 
mosquito, horse or human from 
that county tests positive for 

the virus. The counties which 
had reported WNV as of June 
18 included Bureau, Christian, 
Cook, DeKalb, DuPage, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hancock, Henry, Mar-
shall, McDonough, McHenry, 
Peoria, Scott, Stark, Tazewell 
and Winnebago. Last year, 
WNV was confirmed in 72 
counties in Illinois.

The first WNV-positive mos-
quito batch of this year was 
found May 9 in Rockford.

IDPH supports mosquito 
control efforts throughout the 
state by providing $2.8 million 
in funding to Illinois’ 97 local 
health departments for vector 
surveillance and control activ-
ities. This includes purchasing 
and applying larvicide, working 
with municipal governments 
and local news media for WNV 
prevention and education and 
investigating mosquito produc-
tion sites and nuisance mos-
quito complaints. Local health 
departments collect mosquitoes 
for West Nile virus testing.

Monitoring for WNV in Illi-
nois includes tests for mosquito 
batches, as well as testing sick 
horses and humans with West 
Nile virus-like symptoms.

West Nile virus is transmitted 
through the bite of a Culex mos-
quito, commonly called a house 
mosquito, that has picked up the 
virus by feeding on an infected 
bird. Common symptoms in-
clude fever, nausea, headache 
and muscle aches. Symptoms 
may last from a few days to a 
few weeks.  

Most people infected with 
West Nile virus will not show 
any symptoms; however, in rare 
cases it can lead to severe illness 
including paralysis, meningitis 
or encephalitis (brain and nerve 
infections) or even death.  Peo-
ple older than 60 and those with 
weakened immune systems are 
at highest risk for severe illness.

SIU to offer free legal clinics for seniors
The Southern Illinois Uni-

versity Simmons Law School 
is planning to offer a series 
of mobile legal clinics in the 
region to provide free, onsite 
assistance for senior citizens 
who want to prepare health 
care power of attorney.

The legal clinic’s Senior 
Summer Sessions were sched-
uled to begin Tuesday, June 
10, at the Murphysboro Senior 
Center and will run through 
July 31, with site visits to 
each of the 13 southernmost 
counties the clinic serves. 
Participants must be age 60 or 
older and live within those 13 
counties.

Dale Aschemann, a clinical 
assistant professor of law who 
oversees the clinic, noted that 
the law school has a long 
history of serving elderly indi-
viduals in the region. The idea 
for the senior summer sessions 
developed through discussions 
with Angela Upchurch, law 
school acting dean and pro-
fessor of law, on opportunities 
for the clinic to “affirmatively 
engage with senior centers and 
remind the various regions 
of Southern Illinois that our 
school is not only part of their 
community but active in trying 

to make a positive difference 
in their community,” he said.

Upchurch and Aschemann 
each noted the experience will 
also benefit the four law school 
students enrolled in the pro-
gram for the semester. Law 
school faculty will also be 
present to assist, if needed.

To participate, those who 
are interested need to sign up 
at their local senior center and 
fill out an information sheet 
before the scheduled visit to 
ensure that all necessary details 
are available. Each participating 
senior citizen will be assigned 
a student to assist them and 
will leave with a completed 
power of attorney for health 
care, which is a document 
authorizing a person to act on 
behalf of another in matters of 
health care.

During each individual ses-
sion, people will learn the 
importance of obtaining pow-
ers of attorney and the con-
sequences of not having one 
when a person doesn’t have the 
ability to speak for themselves, 
Aschemann said.

While health care powers of 
attorney will be the focus of 
each visit, the legal clinic will 
add people to its wait list for 

other estate planning services 
such as wills, property powers 
of attorney, transfer on death 
instruments, and consultations 
or assistance with guardian-
ships for adults with disabili-
ties and minor guardianships, 
Aschemann said.

The Simmons Law School 
Senior Summer Sessions sched-
ule for area counties includes:

Union County: Tuesday, July 
1, 9 a.m. to noon. Sunshine Inn, 
located at Faith Community 
Church, 101 Richview, Anna, 
618-833-6734.

Alexander County: Tuesday, 
July 15, 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Happy Days Senior Center 
(located in the Mighty Rivers 
Worship Center), 225 Poplar 
St., Cairo, 618-734-1050.

Massac County: Thursday, 
July 17, 9:40 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. Happy Hearts, 701 Pearl 
St., Metropolis, 618-524-9755.

Johnson County: Thursday, 
July 24, 9:15 a.m. to 11:45 
a.m. Whistlers & Whittlers, 60 
State Route 37 North, Vienna, 
618-658-9669.

Williamson County (Herrin): 
Tuesday, July 29, 9 a.m. to 
noon. Williamson County Pro-
grams on Aging, 1201 Weaver 
Road, Herrin, 618-988-1585.
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Animal control facility
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(continued from page 1)
The project's design team 

included Dodd Architects of 
Anna, Marcum Engineering 
and BFW Engineering. The 
project’s general contractor, 
Evrard Company Inc. of 
Marion, was awarded the low 
public bid contract for $1.127 
million. 

The new facility has 4,500 
square feet of temperature 
regulated space which pro-
vides a new, comfortable and 
enriching environment for the 
animals.

Key features of the new 
Union County animal control 
facility which could be seen 
by those attending the open 
house include:

•Animal housing: Spacious 
and comfortable areas de-
signed to accommodate the 
varying needs of animals.

• I s o l a t i o n / v e t e r i n a r y 
space: Specialized areas to 
aid in disease prevention, 
decrease cross contamina-
tion and rehabilitate injured 

animals.
•Perimeter fencing: A large 

fully fenced area for added 
exercise for the betterment 
of the animals.

•Roofed patio: Outdoor 
play yards under a covered 
patio to allow fresh air activ-
ity during all seasons.

•Sallyport: A secure entry 
point for the safe transport 
of animals.

Those who attended the 
open house also had an op-
portunity to meet and visit 
with dogs that are looking for 
new forever homes.

The county continues to 
welcome donations of food 
and financial resources to 
support the work done by 
the animal control program. 
Union County Board of Com-
missioners vice chairman 
Kent Pitts frequently advises 
the public that such donations 
are welcomed and appreci-
ated. He also reminds the 
public to have pets spayed 
and neutered.

(continued from page 1)
Legacy Training Inc. plans 

to present the Southernmost 
Illinois Conference on Criminal 
Justice Friday and Saturday, 
June 27-28, at Shawnee 
Community College near Ullin. 
The conference’s keynote 
speaker is scheduled to be the 
Rev. Tony Lowden, pastor 
and founder of Maranatha 
Baptist Church in Plains, Ga., 
the church home of the late 
President Jimmy Carter and 
Mrs. Rosalyn Carter. Activities 
begin at 1 p.m. Friday and 9 
a.m. Saturday.

***
A “meet the boys basketball 

coach” event was scheduled 
Sunday afternoon, June 22, in 
the gymnasium at Anna Junior 
High School. Incoming 5th 
through 8th grade students 
interested in playing boys 
basketball were invited to 
attend.

***
Lick Creek School is looking 

to fill the following positions for 
the 2025-2026 academic year: 
junior high cross country coach, 
junior high track coach, junior 
high assistant volleyball coach 
and Pre-K paraprofessional. 
Information is available by 
contacting the school.

***
Union County schools are 

starting to post supply lists for 
the 2025-2026 academic year 
on social media.

***
Work was being done in 

the extreme heat and humidity 
on the railroad tracks in the 
downtown Cobden area during 
the past week.

***
Shawnee Communi ty 

C o l l e g e ’s  a u t o m o t i v e 
technology program is planning 
to launch a hands-on electric 
vehicle safety course in August.

***
Shawnee Communi ty 

College’s Saints Kids Camps 
are continuing.

***
A free hunter safety course 

is scheduled to be offered at 
the First Pentecostal Church 
in Goreville on Friday and 
Saturday,  Aug.  1-2,  by 
Shawnee Community College’s 
workforce development 
program. Registration is 
required and can be done online 
at shawneecc.edu/continuing-
education/.

***
Seems long ago…and far 

away…Union County was 
under a tornado watch for a 
while on Wednesday, June 18.

NOTICE OF PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX INCREASE 
FOR THE VILLAGE OF COBDEN

I. A public hearing to approve a proposed property tax levy 
 increase for the Village of Cobden, Union County, Illinois 
 for 2024 will be held on July 7, 2025, at 6:00 PM. at the 
 Cobden Village Hall, 112 E Maple St, Cobden, IL.
 Any person desiring to appear at the public hearing and 
 present testimony to the taxing district may contact 
 Karen M. Winzenburger, Village Clerk, P O Box 218, 
 Cobden, IL 62920 (618) 893-2425.
II. The corporate and special purpose property taxes 
 extended or abated for 2024 were $55,558.00.
 The proposed corporate and special property taxes to be 
 levied for 2025 are $68,151.00. This represents a 22.8% 
 increase over the previous year.
III. The property taxes extended for debt service and public 
 building commission leases for 2024 were $00.
 The estimated property taxes to be levied for debt service 
 and public building commission leases for 2025 are $00.  
 This represents a 0% increase over the previous year.
lV. The total property taxes extended or abated for 2024 were 
 $55,558.00.
 The estimated total property taxes to be levied for 2025 are 
 $68,151 .00. This represents a 22.8% increase over the 
 previous year.

Anna City Council meeting held

Parking lot project
Work is progressing on a new parking lot at the Anna City Park. The parking lot 

is located on the site of a former playground. Work is scheduled to be completed by 
the end of July. The parking lot project is one of a number of major improvements 
underway at the park. An update on the project was shared at last week’s regular 
meeting of the Anna City Council.

Plans for a summer food 
lunch program for school age 
children and an update on the 
hiring of a new police chief 
were discussed at last week’s 
regular meeting of the Anna 
City Council. Work done by the 
Cobden Spay/Neuter Coalition 
also was on a busy agenda for 
the meeting, which was held 
Tuesday evening, June 17, at 
Anna City Hall.

“Feed Kids in the Park”
The city agreed to step in as 

a cosponsor for a weekly “Feed 
Kids in the Park” program 
which was scheduled to begin 
June 24. The program is planned 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on Tues-
days and Thursdays at the Anna 
City Park and is scheduled to 
continue until the week before 
school starts in August.

The request to cosponsor the 
program came in a letter from 
Kent Young, president of The 
Alliance of Churches in Union 
County. The letter shared that 
Faith Community Worship 
in Anna, which is a member 
of the alliance, would like to 
provide free hot dogs and in-
dividually prepackaged snacks 
to school age children during 
the summer free of charge 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
The program will be offered 
at a facility at the park where 
electricity is available. 

All of the necessary supplies 
will be provided by The Alli-
ance. Faith Community Worship 
will provide the labor. With the 
city signing on as a cosponsor, 
insurance for the event will be 
available. 

The Alliance stated that the 
“only intention is to find a way 
to feed the kids who might 
be hungry due to the absence 
of school lunches during the 
summer.” The organizers told 
the city they “will clean up after 
ourselves, provide a wholesome 
Christian atmosphere and a light 
lunch for some kids who might 
need it. Without you partnering 
with us it can’t happen.”

The letter also thanked city 
officials “for your hard work 
keeping our downtown thriving 
and the makeover on Davie 
Street.”

Spay/Neuter Coalition
The city council approved a 

$900 donation to the Cobden 
Spay/Neuter Coalition, a local 
nonprofit organization. City 
officials heard a presentation 
from coalition representative 
Jillian Miller. Support for the 
work done by the coalition also 
was voiced by a community 
member.

Work done by the coalition 
throughout Union County in-
cludes reducing the feral cat 
population in area communities 
and helping residents to finance 
spay and neuter surgeries for 
their pets.

The support approved by the 
city will be utilized to acquire 
traps which can be utilized in 
the work with cats done by the 
coalition. The coalition has been 
doing work in Anna but wants to 
expand its efforts.

The coalition relies on com-
munity support and involve-
ment. Donations and volunteer 
involvement are welcomed. 
Information can be found on the 
coalition’s Facebook page.

Other Business
In other business on the agen-

da at last week’s meeting:
It was reported that interviews 

are scheduled this week with 
three finalists for the city’s chief 
of police position.

A resolution was approved 
setting the hourly salary for part-
time police officers. The salary 
will increase from $20 per hour 
to $25 per hour. It is hoped the 
salary increase will help to make 
the city’s police department 
more competitive when it is 
seeking to fill positions.

The success of the recent 
Annabelle Festival in Anna was 
noted. The festival, which cele-
brated the Annabelle hydrangea 
plant, was held June 12-15. The 
Annabelle was discovered near 
Anna. The festival attracted 

nearly 50 vendors, which was 
a record number of the event. 
Many of the vendors were 
pleased were their participation 
and expressed interest in being 
a part of future events in Anna.

Bids were opened and ac-
cepted for two surplus vehicles. 
Three bids were received for 
a 2015 white Ford Explorer. A 
high bid of $8,100 was accept-
ed. Five bids were received for 
a 2015 black Ford Explorer. A 
high bid of $1,250 was accepted. 
No bids were received for two 
other surplus vehicles: a 2007 
Chevrolet Impala and a 2008 
Chevrolet Impala. 

Bids also were opened for 
roof replacement work at Anna 
City Hall, the city’s public works 
garage and an electrical building 
at the city’s waste water treat-
ment plant. The bids are being 
reviewed.

The council was advised that 
a bench in a dugout at Denny 
Field at the Anna City Park had 
been set on fire and damaged. 
The incident is under investi-
gation.

The city’s public works de-
partment personnel were praised 
for the work they done during 
the Annabelle Festival and an 
Anna Blue Dolphins swim meet. 

The public works department 
provided two crews to help with 
clean-up and recovery work 
following a devastating tornado 
which struck the area near Mar-
ion in May.  

Mention also was made that 
the city’s street department has 
two new trucks. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

Union County Alliance of Churches 
Recommendations    

 
1 “Feeding Kids in the Park,” (FREE) TUE & THR,  

1-3 pm, shelter near playground – Anna. 
2 “The Closet” clothing for everyone at your price, 

next door to Dollar General – Anna. 
3 “The Old Depot” 6 pm. Free dinner, live praise, 

fellowship, everyone welcome, come as you are. 
Alliance of Churches (618)-614-2974 

New logo
The Union County animal control program has a 

new logo. The logo was created by Lauren Jackson, 
who will be a senior at Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School.

Weather
Heat index value 
of 112.5 degrees
Heat index values of just 

over 112 degrees were recorded 
during the period of June 17-23 
in the Union County area. Air 
temperatures were in the lower 
90s at the time those heat index 
values were recorded.

The area received just 0.01 
of an inch of rain during the 
period. Temperatures ranged 
from a high of 94 degrees to a 
low of 63.

Following are highlights for 
the period as recorded by local 
weather observer Dana Cross 
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, June 17: high 86, 
low 71. 

Wednesday, June 18: high 88, 
low 72. 0.01 of an inch of rain.

Thursday, June 19: high 86, 
low 67.

Friday, June 20: high 91, 
low 63.

Saturday, June 21: high 94, 
low 75. At 3:30 p.m., a heat in-
dex value of 112.2 degrees was 
recorded. The air temperature at 
the time was 92.9.

Sunday, June 22: high 93, 
low 73.  

Monday, June 23: high 94, 
low 71. From 2:30 p.m. to 3 
p.m., a heat index value of 112.5 
degrees was recorded. Air tem-
peratures of 93.5 and 93.6 were 
recorded during the time period. 

Terrorism bulletin issued 
from Homeland Security

U.S. Secretary of Home-
land Security Kristi Noem 
on Sunday, June 22, issued 
a National Terrorism Advi-
sory System, NTAS, Bulle-
tin regarding a heightened 
threat environment across 
the United States due to the 
direct involvement of the 
United States in the ongoing 
conflict between the nations 
of Israel and Iran. There were 
currently no specific credible 
threats against the homeland 
at the time the bulletin was 
issued.

“It is our duty to keep the 
nation safe and informed, 
especially during times of 

conflict,” Noem said in a 
news release. “The ongoing 
Israel-Iran conflict brings the 
possibility of increased threat 
to the homeland in the form 
of possible cyberattacks, acts 
of violence and antisemitic 
hate crimes.”

The news release was post-
ed on the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security’s website.

This NTAS Bulletin will 
expire on Sept. 22, 2025. The 
public has been advised to 
report any suspicious activ-
ity or threats of violence to 
local law enforcement, FBI 
field offices or a local Fusion 
Center.



Come join us for a trip "North" as we learn how 
we can trust Jesus no matter the circumstances.

BIBLE STUDY • MUSIC • GAMES • SNACKS • CRAFTS • SCIENCE!!
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

Call 618-833-7981 if you need a ride to VBS.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JULY 7-11 • 6PM-8:30PM

Jonesboro First Baptist Church
201 W. Walnut, Jonesboro, IL

What is the difference between praise and 
worship? Both words are extremely important 
to our spiritual lives. Both come from different 

original words. Praise in Hebrew is “halal.” 
Praise is to let something be known, acknowl-
edge thankfulness, or to express a favorable 
judgment. We praise God’s character, attri-

butes, and works. Ephesians 1:6 reads, “To the 
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he 

hath made us accepted in the beloved.”
Hebrews 13:15 records these words, “By him 
therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to 
God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips 
giving thanks to his name.” Worship comes 
from the Hebrew word, “shachah” which 

means to bow down before. When we say let us 
praise God, it is an act of worship. But there 

are many ways to oare many ways to offer praise to God. But the 
Bible only authorized the 5 items of worship 

(singing, praying, giving, partaking the Lord’s 
Supper, and preaching). We can praise men, but 

we are commanded not to worship man. In a 
similar fashion, we are to only worship God 

and to do such we must praise HIM.

A-J softball team shines in 
standout season

The Anna-Jonesboro Community High School softball 
team delivered a standout season this year, breaking 
records, winning championships, dominating opponents, 
and finishing with a 29-4 record. Several players have 
capped off the season with prestigious post-season honors, 
earning spots on the all-conference and all-state teams.

Clerical error leads to 
temporary tax rate hike 

Residents in Union and sur-
rounding counties who noticed 
a spike in the Shawnee Com-
munity College (SCC) tax 
rate on their current property 
tax bills are learning that the 
increase stems from a clerical 
error made in 2024.

According to a statement re-
cently posted on Union Coun-
ty's official Facebook page, the 
error occurred in May 2024 
when former County Clerk 
Lance Meisenheimer was 
manually entering Equalized 
Assessed Values (EAVs) for 
multiple counties as part of the 
tax extension process for 2023 
payable 2024 taxes.

The mistake centered on 
Alexander County’s EAV. 
Instead of entering the correct 
value of $60,277,307, Mei-
senheimer mistakenly typed 
$602,277,307—a tenfold in-
crease. Because the SCC tax 
rate is calculated by dividing 
the college’s levy by the total 
EAV across its taxing district 
(which includes Union, Alex-
ander, Jackson, Johnson, Mas-
sac, and Pulaski counties), the 
inflated EAV caused the 2023 
tax rate to be artificially low.

The intended tax rate for 
2023 payable in 2024 was 
0.65, but due to the error, tax-
payers were charged a rate of 
only 0.38.

The error was not caught 
when the tax computation re-

port was reviewed and signed 
by SCC’s Chief Financial 
Officer Chris Clark in May or 
June 2024. The oversight was 
only discovered when SCC re-
ceived its first tax installment 
and flagged the unusually low 
payment.

By the time the error was 
identified, it was too late to 
adjust the 2023 tax bills. As 
a result, a correction was ap-
plied to the following year’s 
rate. Without the correction, 
the 2024 payable 2025 rate 
would have been 0.60. With 
the adjustment added, the rate 
increased to 0.83 to make up 
for the shortfall.

“This was an unintentional 
clerical error not caught last 
year by our former County 
Clerk or Shawnee Community 
College until it was too late to 
correct,” the county’s state-
ment reads. “We apologize for 
the error and have implement-
ed procedures to eliminate this 
from happening again.”

While residents may be 
frustrated by the higher tax 
rate, officials emphasize that 
the increase reflects an at-
tempt to correct last year’s 
underbilling, not a new or 
permanent tax hike. For more 
information or to view the 
full statement, residents are 
encouraged to visit the Union 
County government's official 
Facebook page.

‘Practice Heat Safety’
With high temperatures and humidity levels continuing this week in the region, 

the National Weather Service office in Paducah shared a message about practicing 
heat safety in a variety of settings. As of early this week, a heat advisory remained 
in effect until Friday evening, June 27, for the Southern Illinois, Southeast Missouri 
and Western Kentucky region.

American Legion honors U.S. 
Army’s 250th anniversary

Salute
A 21-gun salute was fired as part of a flag retirement 

ceremony. 
Louis Phares American Le-

gion Post 178 in Villa Ridge 
joined the nation in recognizing 
the 250th anniversary of the 
founding of the United States 
Army at its June 14 flag retire-
ment ceremony. 

The program was held pri-
marily indoors due to the rain 
showers and wet lawn, but 
the spirits of those in atten-
dance was not dampened by 
the weather. The ceremony was 
opened with the singing of the 
National Anthem by Mr. Barry 
Greer. 

Area Ritual Team member 
and renowned local musician 
Chuck Sowers provided a guitar 
medley of anthems of the Army, 
Navy, Marines, Air Force and 
Coast Guard. Audience mem-
bers from the various services 
were recognized. Commander 
Kerry Slattery read the pream-
ble of the Constitution of the 
American Legion:

"For God and Country, we 
associate ourselves together 
for the following purposes: To 
uphold and defend the Con-
stitution of the United Sates 
of America; to maintain law 
and order; to foster and per-
petuate a one hundred percent 
Americanism; to preserve the 
memories and incidents of our 
association in the Great Wars; to 
inculcate a sense of individual 

obligation to the community, 
state and nation; to combat the 
autocracy of both the classes 
and the masses; to make right 
the master of might; to promote 
peace and goodwill on earth; 
to safeguard and transmit to 
posterity the principles of jus-
tice, freedom and democracy; 
to consecrate and sanctify our 
comradeship by our devotion 
to mutual helpfulness."

Area Ritual Team members 
Buddy Walls, Chuck Sowers 
and Diana Steele presented a 
dramatic reading of the Johnny 
Cash poem “The Ragged Old 
Flag.” Commander Slattery and 
acting Sergeant-at-Arms Mark 
Haddick performed the ceremo-
ny of presenting unserviceable 
flags for inspection and disposal 
by burning. 

The final portion of the flag 
retirement ceremony was held 
around the flagpole outside 
the building as Mark Haddick 
lowered the flag to half-staff 
and Area Ritual Team members 
Diana Steele, Kerry Slattery, 
Lamar Houston, Buddy Walls, 
Sherry Haddick Rocky Sickling 
and Scott Armstrong fired a 21-
gun salute. 

In closing, Area Ritual Team 
bugler Jay Woroniak blew 
Taps, and the unserviceable 
flags were burned. Follow-
ing the ceremony, a birthday 

cake honoring the US Army 
(formed June 14, 1775) and 
homemade ice cream were 
served by the American Legion 
Auxiliary. 

The upcoming year will 
also see the 250th anniversary 
of the US Navy (October 13, 
1775) and Marines (November 
10, 1775) and culminate in 
the semiquincentennial of our 
country’s declaration of inde-
pendence from Great Britain 
(July 4, 1775). 

The American Legion honors 
those who have served or had 
family members who served in 
the United States military and 
invite you to join your local 
American Legion as we enter 
this historic year. 

Blue Dolphins make a 
splash at Anna Invitational

The Anna Blue Dolphins 
swim team started the season 
with several away meets and 
contests at home. Anna has one 
of their biggest teams ever this 
summer with 140 swimmers 
signing up to compete. 

The Blue Dolphins held 
their annual Anna Invitational 
at the Anna City Pool on June 
14. Anna hosted 226 swimmers 
with 6 teams competing from 
across Southern Illinois. Anna 
won the day with a combined 
team score of 2544. The Her-
rin Tigersharks placed second 
with 2010 points, and the Mar-
ion Marlins Swim Team came 
in third with 1603.

The day featured numerous 
standout performances by 
Anna swimmers across all age 
groups. Highlights included:

Mixed 6-18 250 meter free-
style relay: 2nd place, Fritz 
Moberley, Jay Marggraf, Mac 
Marggraf and Nora McDowell. 

25 meter freestyle
Boys 6 and under: 2nd place, 

Knox Sweitzer. 
Girls 6 and under: 2nd place, 

Charlie Treece. 3rd place, 
Brenna C. Carter, 2nd place, 
Leia Kell. 

Boys 8-years-old: 1st place, 
Naphtali Harvel. 2nd place, 
Tommy Alstat. 3rd pace, Axel 
Barnett. 

Girls 8-years-old: 3rd place, 
Nora McDowell. 

Boys 9-years-old: 1st place, 
Fritz Moberley. 

Boys 11-years-old: 1st 
place, Henry Moberley. 2nd 
place, JJ Dallas. 

Girls 12-years-old: 1st place, 
Katryna Borders. 

Boys 13-years-old: 2nd 
place, Luke Dallas. 

Girls 13-years-old: 2nd 
place, Aden Lingle. 2nd place, 
Mia Kell. 

Boys 14-years-old: 3rd 
place, Mac Marggraf. 

Girls 14-years-old: 2nd 
place, Hadassah Harvel. 3rd 
place Ava McDowell. 

Boys 16-years-old: Ben 
Marggraf. 

Girls 16-years-old: 1st 
place, Kinley Leek. 2nd place, 
Courtney Brame. 

Boys 17-years-old: 3rd 
place, Adam Clark. 

Girls 17-years-old: 2nd 
place, Sophie Barnhart.

Girls 18-years-old: 2nd 

place, Callysta Borders. 
100 meter freestyle
Boys 11-years-old: 1st place, 

JJ Dallas, 3rd, Henry Moberley. 
Boys 13-years-old: 2nd 

place, Luke Dallas.
Girls 13-years-old: 2nd 

place, Aden Lingle.
Boys 14-years-old: 3rd 

place, Mac Marggraf.
Girls 14-years-old: 2nd 

place, Hadassah Harvel. 3rd 
place, Ava McDowell. 

Boys 16-years-old: 1st 
place, Ben Marggraf. 

Girls 16-years-old: 1st 
place, Kinley Leek.  Second 
place, Courtney Brame. 

Boys 17-years-old: 2nd 
place, Adam Clark. 

Girls 17-years-old: 2nd 
place, Sophie Barnhart. 

Girls 18-years-old: 2nd 
place, Callysta Borders. 

50 meter freestyle
Boys 6 and under: 3rd place, 

Knox Sweitzer. 
Girls 6 and under: 3rd place, 

Leia Kell. 
Boys 8-years-old: 1st place, 

Naphtali Harvel. 2nd place, 
Axel Barnett. 3rd place, Tom-
my Alstat. 

Girls 8-years-old: 3rd place, 
Nora McDowell. 

Boys 9-years-old: 2nd place, 
Fritz Moberley. 

Boys 11-years-old: 1st 
place, JJ Dallas. 3rd place, 
Henry Moberley.

Boys 13-years-old: 2nd 
place, Luke Dallas. 

Girls 13-years-old: 2nd 
place, Aden Lingle. 

Boys 14-years-old: 3rd 
place, Mac Marggraf. 

Girls 14-years-old: 2nd 
place, Hadassah Harvel. 3rd 
place, Ava McDowell.

Boys 16-years-old: 1st 
place, Ben Marggraf. 

Girls 16-years-old: 1st 
place, Kinley Leek. 2nd place, 
Courtney Brame. 

Boys 17-years-old: 2nd 
place, Adam Clark. 

Girls 17-years-old: 2nd 
place, Sophie Barnhart. 

Girls 18-years-old: 2nd 
place, Callysta Borders. 

The Blue Dolphin’s next 
meet will be in Herrin against 
the Tigersharks on Thursday, 
June 26. The next home meet 
will be against the Tigersharks 
on July 1 at 6 p.m. at the Anna 
City Pool. 

Hall of Famer Glenn to 
speak at SIU library

Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale Saluki basketball 
Hall of Famer Mike Glenn is 
scheduled to give a presentation 
Thursday, today, as part of the 
community’s Freedom to Free-
dom celebration.

Glenn will draw on his life 
experiences and the knowledge 
he’s gained from his collec-
tion of African American rare 
books, documents and mem-
orabilia to provide lessons in 
history, hope and inspiration. 
The free, public event is set for 
6 p.m. in the John C. Guyon 
Auditorium in Morris Library 
on the SIU campus. 

Introducing Glenn will be 
historian and author Rosemary 
Sadlier, the former president 
of the Ontario Black History 
Society, who helped establish 
Canada’s Black History Month 
and initiated that country’s cel-
ebration of Emancipation Day 

on Aug. 1, which is Canada’s 
version of Juneteenth.

Glenn scored 1,878 career 
points, which still ranks fourth 
on the all-time Saluki scoring 
list, and he helped lead the 
1976-1977 team to the Missouri 
Valley Conference basketball 
title and the NCAA tournament 
Sweet 16. A two-time first-
team Academic All-American, 
Glenn earned a bachelor’s 
degree in mathematics.

Glenn was drafted by the 
Chicago Bulls in the second 
round of the 1977 NBA draft 
and played for the then Buffa-
lo Braves, New York Knicks, 
Atlanta Hawks and Milwaukee 
Bucks in a 10-year career. Af-
terward, Glenn became a sports 
broadcaster and author.

In 1980, Glenn started the 
first summer basketball camp 
for the deaf and hard of hearing, 
which is now in its 45th year.
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Kimberly Weldon, age 62 of 
Alto Pass, passed away Satur-
day, June 14, 2025 at Memorial 
Hospital of Carbondale. 

She was born Aug. 4, 1962 
in Anna, the daughter of Pa-
tricia (Gibson) and Clifford 
Deion Bryant. 

She is survived by her 
mother, Patricia Bryant; son, 
Cherokee Weldon; daughter, 
Chasta Weldon, all of Alto 
Pass; one grandson on the way, 
Sebastion Deion Bigham; two 
brothers, Patrick Bryant and 
Keven Bryant; uncle, Dewey 
Gibson; aunt, Sharon; beloved 
dogs, Quisto and Salem Nag-
ini; numerous cousins, other 
relatives, and many friends. 

She was preceded in death 
by her father, Clifford Deion 
Bryant. 

Kimberly was a member 
of the First Baptist Church of 
Alto Pass. She loved being 

out on the 
t own  and 
s p e n d i n g 

time with family and friends. 
She had a passion for Native 
American History and culture. 
She was also fascinated with 
HAM radio communication. 
Kimberly was a skilled cro-
cheter, often creating hats 
and scarves, as well as other 
crafts. She saw the beauty in 
everything. She will be dearly 
missed.

Funeral services will be at 
11 a.m. on Saturday, June 28, 
at the Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Cobden with 
Pastor’s Danny and Davy Mill-
er officiating. 

Visitation will be 5 p.m. to 
8 p.m. Friday, June 27, 2025 
at the Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Cobden. In-
terment will be at a later date. 

To view the obituary and 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman and Hileman 
Funeral Home in Cobden in 
charge of arrangements.

Kimberly Weldon

Jimmy Ray Stanley, Jr., of 
Wolf Lake, Ill. was born Oct. 
28, 1953, the son of the late 
Jimmy R. Stanley, Sr. and 
Thelma Stanley. 

He departed this life on 
June 18, 2025, in Anna, IL 
doing what he loved.

J immy was known to 
many truckers as Gasman. To 
the locals he was Big Jim. He 
was the owner of Pistol City 
Trucking and put his whole 
heart into his business. 

When Big J im would 
come home after a long day 
of work, he would look for 
his little buddy Braxten and 
would lay on the horn for 
him. When he came upon a 
junk vehicle, well you knew 
he was coming home with 
it. If you needed something, 
know he had it laying around 
“somewhere round here.” 

To know Jim was to love 
him. He had a heart of gold 
and instantly made friends. 
No matter the day, he had a 
smile on his face and some 
kind of joke to tell. Jimmy 
worked for Mike Johnson 
trucking earlier in his truck-
ing career.

Jimmy is survived by his 
children: Jimmy Stanley 
and Tammy Charles. His is 

also survived by his sisters: 
Nola (Glen) Klett, Audrey 
(John) Henard, Patti (Quint) 
Dunn and Carletta Stanley. 
Brothers: David (Karen) 
Stanley and Daniel (Heather) 
Stanley. Sister-in-law: Jamie 
Stanley, several grandchil-
dren and great grandchil-
dren. 

He leaves  behind his 
friends from GTS truck-
ing Tbird and Billy, Mike 
and Barbara Johnson, Mike 
(Screw) Smith, David Mc 
and his long-time buddy and 
secretary Jodi Treece and 
many many friends.

He is preceded in death 
by his pride and joy his son, 
Benjamin David Stanley, 
his mother Thelma Stanley, 
his father Jimmy R. Stanley, 
Sr., and siblings, Katherine 
Stanley and John (Moose) 
Stanley.

A graveside service was 
held at Jonesboro Cemetery 
on Sunday, June 22. Rev. 
Jack Thornton officiated. 

Memorial contributions 
can be made to the Wolf 
Lake Park PO Box 63 Wolf 
Lake, IL 62998.

Jones Funeral Home Villa 
Ridge is in charge of the 
arrangements.

Jimmy Ray Stanley, Jr.

Myrle L. Coffman, 94, of 
Naperville, Ill., formerly of 
Metamora, Ill., passed away 
peacefully Thursday May, 
22, 2025, surrounded by his 
children. He was receiving 
post-surgery care following 
a serious fall at his home in 
April.

Myrle was born Aug. 15, 
1930, in Jonesboro to Francis 
and Zella (Hileman) Coffman. 
He was the fifth of six sons.

He was a 1948 graduate of 
Anna-Jonesboro High School, 
and received a B.S. Degree 
in Education in 1952 from 
Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale. 

He began his career teaching 
at McLean High School, fol-
lowed by a position at Johnson 
City.

On June 12, 1954, Myrle 
married Stella M. Senkus and 
they enjoyed 67 years of mar-
riage until her death in October 
2021.

Myrle is survived by his 
sons Michael (Julia) of Meta-
mora, and Steve (Penny) of 
Naperville, grandchildren Neil 
(Leah), Gregory (Courtney), 
Leslie (Chris) Dina, Timo-
thy Rademacher, and Karen 
(Tom Rajca) Rademacher, 
great-grandchildren Ava, De-
clan, Scarlett and Maxwell.

In addition to his wife Stella, 
Myrle was preceded in death 
by an infant daughter Linda 
Kay, his parents, brothers John, 
Tom, Richard, Donald, and 
Harlan, as well as sister Reba 
who died in infancy.

In 1955, the Coffmans 
moved near Chicago where 
Myrle began a 32-years 
employment with Western 
Electric. Myrle’s engineering 
projects, some defense-relat-
ed, involved travel to many 
domestic locations, as well as 
Saudi Arabia and South Korea. 

Myrle enjoyed woodwork-
ing/carpentry, genealogy, and 
league basketball. He and 
Stella were avid gardeners, 
supported community theater 
and local women’s sports, par-
ticipated in couple’s volleyball, 
bowling, and golf. 

After retiring to Metamora, 
Myrle and Stella spent 15 years 
volunteering at the Illinois 
Prairie District Library assist-
ing with digital card catalogue 
conversion, indexing a century 
of Metamora data, and gath-
ering requested genealogical 
information.

The Coffmans were mem-
bers of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, Peoria, he was a Mas-
ter Mason and active in the 
Taylor Masonic Lodge #98, 
Washington.

Despite suffering a de-
cade-long progression of Alz-
heimer’s, Myrle remained a 
God-fearing man in a friendly, 
honest, and appreciative man-
ner, and enjoyed family and 
outdoor activities.

Service for Myrle was held 
June 18, 2025, at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, Peoria. In-
terment of ashes was at Chapel 
Hill Gardens West Cemetery, 
Oakbrook Terrace. 

Myrle L. Coffman

Page 4 - Section A                                                                                                     Thursday, June 26, 2025                                                                                            The Gazette-Democrat

Obituaries

View Obituaries Online at
annanews.com

John D. Russell, age 81, 
of Vergennes, passed away 
on Monday, June 16, 2025 at 
Manor Court in Carbondale.

He was born on Jan. 29, 
1944 to Rayburn A. and Mary 
(Barringer) Russell in Anna, Ill. 

On July 6, 1994, he mar-
ried Helen (Crane) Ellis and 
they have been together for 
over 30 years and she sur-
vives.

John worked for 30 years 
as an engineer on the railroad 
with Metra in the Chicago 
suburbs until his retirement. 
John had served proudly in the 
United States Air Force.

Survivors include his wife, 
Helen; daughter, Tina Marie 
(Jeff) Wiersema; step son, 
Mike (Barb) Ellis; grand-
daughter, Jodi; step grand-
children, Billy, Michael, Kelli, 
and Philip; sister, Alice Bird; 
two brothers, Ernest (Marilyn) 
Russell and Rick (Nancy) 
Russell; as well as nieces, 
nephews, and other relatives.

A l o n g 
w i t h  h i s 
parents, he 

is preceded 
i n  d e a r t h 
by his sis-
ter, Shirley 
(Kenneth) Smoot; and broth-
er-in-law, Donald Bird.

Funeral services were held 
on Thursday, June 19 with 
Rev. Jim Easton officiating at 
Crain Pleasant Grove - Mur-
dale Funeral Home. 

Interment followed the ser-
vice at Tower Grove Cemetery 
in Murphysboro, Ill.

Crain Pleasant Grove-Mur-
dale Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements. 

John D. Russell

Mrs. Ermadell (Eudy) El-
kins, age 94 of Anna, passed 
away Saturday, June 21, 2025. 

She was born Sept. 19, 1930 
to the late Earl Eugene and Vi-
ola (Wareing) Eudy. She mar-
ried Clifford Eugene Elkins on 
Dec. 25, 1952. He preceded her 
in death on Dec. 7, 1989.

Ermadell was a member 
of the Anna Heights Baptist 
Church for many years. She 
was a woman of great faith, 
serving her church in various 
departments throughout the 
years. Ermadell retired from 
the Florsheim Shoe Factory, 
working there forty-four years.

Ermadell is survived by her 
four sisters, Shirley Miller of 
McClure, Naomi and husband 
Michael Clark of Caledonia, 
Mich., Peggy St Cin of Fruit-
land, Mo., Deanie and husband 
Jerry Hinkle of Jonesboro; 
numerous special nieces and 
nephews; other extended fam-
ily and friends. 

She was preceded in death 
by her infant daughter, Ear-
lene Elkins; parents; husband, 
Clifford; three brothers, Er-
nest “Bus,” Leon and George 
Eudy; sister, Bonnie Pickles; 

2 sisters-in-
law, Ollie 
and Carol 

Eudy; brother-in-law, Jim 
Pickles; two nephews, Eddie 
and Shawn Eudy and one 
niece, Sally St. Charles. 

Funeral services will be 
at 1 p.m. Friday, June 27 at 
the Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Jonesboro 
with Pastor Darryl Williams 
officiating. 

Interment will follow at the 
Jonesboro Cemetery. Visita-
tion will be after 12 noon and 
until the service hour at 1 p.m. 
Friday, June 27, at the Rendle-
man & Hileman Funeral Home 
in Jonesboro.	

To view the obituary and 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman and Hileman 
Funeral Home in Jonesboro in 
charge of arrangements.

Ermadell Elkins
Sheila Lucille Sappington 

born into Grace on Dec. 26, 
1963 and was Welcomed into 
Glory on Saturday, June 14, 
2025. 

With hearts full of sorrow, 
yet touched by the joy of 
knowing her, we say farewell 
— for now — to our beloved 
Sheila Sappington, a woman 
whose life was a living prayer, 
a song of love, and a testament 
to unwavering faith.

From her first breath, Sheila 
was devoted to the Lord. With 
every step she walked and 
every word she spoke, she 
shone His light. Her voice was 
often lifted in worship, singing 
not for show, but from a soul 
deeply rooted in grace. Her 
melody wasn’t just in song, but 
in how she lived — each act 
of kindness, each whispered 
prayer, each embrace of love 
was a verse in her life’s hymn.

Sheila loved fiercely and 
fully. Her heart belonged to 
her family — her children and 
grandchildren, her truest trea-
sures. In her eyes, they were 
stars in her heaven on earth. 
She wrapped them in a love 
that never wavered, never wore 
out, never let go. Her prayers 
built a hedge around them, her 
laughter lit up every room they 
entered.

To all who knew her, Shei-
la was more than family or 
friend — she was a warrior 
of the Word, a joyful witness, 
a hand that is held out to the 
weary. She would share Jesus 
with anyone who would listen, 
not from obligation, but from 
overflowing joy. To be in her 
presence was to feel the near-
ness of God.

Sheila’s family was her 
circle — unbreakable, un-
wavering, eternal. The ties 
that bound them were woven 
with love, sealed with prayer, 
and strengthened by her cease-
less devotion. That circle will 
never be broken, because she 
remains a part of it in memory, 
in spirit, and in the love she 
taught us to carry forward.

Left to mourn her passing 
are her two daughters, Toni 
Sappington of Kevil, Ky. and 
Sara Rushing of Anna; grand-
children, Warren and Lilah 
Seaton and on the way, baby 

Brisan Egn-
er; siblings, 
Cathy Marie 

(Ron) Taylor of Dongola, Mike 
(Michelle) Smith of Morley, 
Mo., David (Patricia) Smith 
of Scott City, Mo., and April 
(Jerry) Farris of Jonesboro; 
many nieces and nephews; 
other extended family and 
friends. She was preceded in 
death by her father, Tonie V. 
Smith; mother, Marcella Marie 
Buttry; and husband, Grady 
“Gus” Sappington. 

Though our hearts are 
heavy, we know where she 
is — dancing with her Savior, 
reunited with her husband, 
whom she was missing dear-
ly, and her beloved mom, 
and dad, keeping watch with 
eager eyes. She’s got a head 
start, just waiting now for her 
brothers and sisters and the 
rest of her family to join the 
song that never ends.

So we won’t say goodbye, 
not really. We’ll sing her song, 
we’ll love like she loved, and 
we’ll carry on. Because Sheila 
Sappington didn’t just live,  
she loved, and in doing so, she 
lives on.

“Well done, good and faith-
ful servant… Enter into the joy 
of your Lord.”

— Matthew 25:23
Funeral services were on 

Friday June 20, at the Rendle-
man & Hileman Funeral Home 
in Jonesboro with Mike Smith 
officiating. Interment  followed 
in the Alto Pass Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the family. Please 
make checks payable to Toni 
Sappington. Envelopes will be 
available at the Rendleman & 
Hileman Funeral Home.

To view the obituary and 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman and Hileman 
Funeral Home in Jonesboro in 
charge of arrangements.

Sheila Lucille Sappington

Carl Joe Frick, age 83 of 
Jonesboro, passed Friday, June 
13, 2025 at St. Francis Medical 
Center. 

He was born April 28, 1942 
in Anna, the son of Carl and 
Lucille (Piercy) Frick.

He married Carolyn Sue 
Eddleman on Sept. 4, 1965. 
She preceded him in death on 
Nov. 10, 2019.

Joe is survived by his son, 
Brian Frick of Jonesboro; three 
grandchildren, Amber Frick of 
Broken Arrow, Okla., Allison 
and Dawson Frick both of 
Jonesboro; four great-grand-
children, Maleigh, Mikki, 
Kayrina and Junior Ruckor all 
of Broken Arrow, Okla.; sister, 
Charlotte Fear of Jonesboro; 
nephew, Carter and wife Roni 
Lacy; two nieces, Rhonda and 
husband Rodney Tweedy and 
Christin Fear all of Jonesboro; 
great nephews, Austin and wife 
Harley Tweedy of Rockwall, 
Texas, Logan Tweedy of Ton-
ganoxie, Kan. and Cameron 
Tweedy of Jonesboro; great 
nieces, Cara Lacy of Jones-
boro, Jamia and husband Cole 
Marks of Jonesboro, Paige 
Lacy of Anna, Ashlin Tweedy 
of Jonesboro and Madison 
Tweedy of Rockwall, Texas; 
four great-great nephews and 
five great-great nieces; best 
friends, Larry and wife Sha-
ron Hepburn, Roger Hileman, 
Larry Vaughn and very special 
friend, Kathy Robinson and 
her family. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents and wife, Carolyn 
Sue Frick. 

Joe graduated from Shaw-
nee College with a degree in 
forestry service. He was em-
ployed by the U.S. Forestry 
Service until his retirement. 

He  was 
very wel l 
versed  in 

all thing’s 
nature. He 
spent many 
years fight-
ing wildfires in the west and 
retained all the information he 
learned in those times to help 
manage local forests.

Joe honorably served his 
county in the United States 
Marines. He was a member 
of the Carroll P. Foster Post 
#3455 V.F.W. in Anna and the 
Anna Moose Lodge.

Joe aka “the Baron of Ber-
ryville” or “Captain Nice” 
also farmed and maintained 
the West Berryville Cattle 
Company which he later re-
named the Poverty Hollar 
Cattle Company. 

He was a very hard worker 
and pillar of strength, but he 
did have an onery streak and 
unmatched sense of humor. 
He will be truly missed by 
everyone.

Funeral services for Joe 
Frick were held on Wednesday, 
June 25, at the Rendleman 
and Hileman Funeral Home 
in Jonesboro with Rev. Randy 
Morgan officiating. 

Military funeral honors 
will be conducted at the 
funeral home by the Carroll 
P. Foster Post #3455 of the 
V.F.W. and the United States 
Marine Corps Funeral Hon-
ors Team

Carl Joe Frick

News from

Camp Ground Church, 
Community

Our Pastor and wife took Fa-
thers’ Day Sunday off. In Bro. 
Easton’s absence, elder Karen 
Vaughn brought the devotion.

She spoke on “A Father’s 
Love” and referenced Psalm 
103 and Proverbs 17. Then 
each person present was given 
the opportunity to share mem-
ories of their father or father 
figures.

Sunday’s sermon was 
“Treasures in Jars of Clay” 
with scripture from 2 Corin-
thians 4.

Our daily life should be a 
testament to Jesus Christ; He 
created all and is above all. 
We are in the world but should 
not be of the world. Rather, 
we should be reflecting God’s 
glory to those around us.

There is no other light than 
that which comes from God. 
When we become a Christian, 
it is not about us any longer; 
it is all about doing His will 
through the power of the Holy 
Spirit.

Jesus’ death on the cross 
provided a way for us to over-
come Satan. With the power of 
Jesus Christ within us, even 
though we are weak, we can 
be victorious.	

Aldi and Vodra Gerard re-
ceived the tithes and offerings 
Sunday.

We extend our sympathy to 
Mary Jones in the passing of 

a sister Kim Reeves, as well 
as to others who have lost 
loved ones.

Having birthdays the past 
couple of weeks have been 
Josh Smith the 11th, and Gary 
Johnson the 14th.

Aldi and Vodra Gerard at-
tended camp with other Troop 
44 Scouts on June 15 to 22 
at Pfefer Scout Reservation, 
Land Between the Lakes, Ky.

The Illinois Chapter of the 
Trail of Tears Association 
recently hosted the Cherokee 
“Remember the Removal Cy-
clists” with lunch in the com-
fort of our Fellowship Hall. 

This is an annual ride by 
Cherokee youth from Ross’ 
Landing near Chattanooga, 
Tenn. to Talequah, Okla., re-
tracing the Cherokees’ Trail of 
Tears of 1838-39. One of the 
camps during that trek was 
at Camp Ground and sever-
al who did not survive the 
catastrophic winter weather 
were buried in Camp Ground 
Cemetery.

We invite you to join us 
each Sunday, beginning with 
fellowship and coffee at 9:15, 
Bible study for all ages at 9:30 
followed by Morning Worship 
at 10:30.

The church is located at the 
intersection of Camp Ground 
Road and Tunnel Lane east 
of Anna, north of Route 146.
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On June 22, during morning 
worship, missionaries James 
and Abby Morgan discussed 
their ministry. Connor Ben-
brook, led in worship accom-
panied by The Praise Team, 
Sharon Morgan, Marion Hill, 
Rodger Goines and Joyce 
Hill. Our pianist was Deb-
bie York.  Joyce and Marion 
Hill with Sharon Morgan sang 
“Blessed Assurance.”

 Our service was sent via 
transmitter station 87.9 FM for 
those who want to listen via 
the radio. The service was also 
live streamed on Facebook, so 
if you missed it, you still have 
an opportunity to view it. Please 

check our Facebook page, 
Jonesboro FBC, for the videos 
and latest info on church events.

 This week’s activities in-
clude our Men’s Bible Study 
on Monday, June 23 at 6 p.m., 
and our Newsletter Folding 
Team meets Thursday, June 26, 
at 9 a.m. Next Sunday, at 4:30 
p.m., there will be a 5th Sunday 
Singing with area churches at 
Jonesboro First Baptist.

 Attention, all area children, 
ages 4 through 6th grade: Our 
annual Vacation Bible School 
will be held on July 7 to 11, 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Come join 
us for a trip north as we learn 
how we can trust Jesus no mat-

ter the circumstances. We will 
have bible study, music, games, 
snacks, crafts and science.

  Recent birthdays: Robin 
Jackson, June 24; and Marlee 
Smith, June 28. Happy birth-
day to all.

 Currently, our regular sched-
ule for worship at Jonesboro 
First Baptist includes Sunday 
School classes on Sundays at 9 
a.m.; Sunday morning worship 
at 10 a.m.; Sunday evening wor-
ship at 6 p.m. Youth meet both 
at 6-7 p.m. on Sundays, and 6 to 
8 p.m. Wednesdays. Our Adult 
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 
also meets on Wednesdays at 6 
p.m. All are invited to attend.

News from

First Baptist Church, JonesboroU.S. Representative Mike 
Bost (IL-12) today introduced 
a resolution designating  the 
week of September 14 to 
20 as “National Truck Driver 
Appreciation Week.” 

Bost, who worked in a 
family  trucking business 
in Murphysboro, sought to 
recognize the dedication of 
the more than 3.5 million 
professional  truck  drivers 
nationwide.

“ O u r   t r u c k e r s  l o g 
thousands of miles and spend 
weeks away from home to 
keep America’s economy 
moving and our supply chain 
secure,” said Bost. 

“They del iver near ly 
70 percent of our nation’s 
freight – of ten through 
storms and emergencies 
or to communities that are 
�G�L�I�À�F�X�O�W�� �W�R�� �U�H�D�F�K�� �D�Q�\�� �R�W�K�H�U��
way. As one of the few 
former truckers in Congress, 
I am hopeful this resolution 
receives widespread support. 
Let’s get these committed 
Americans the recognition 
they deserve.”

“When every convenience 
and necessity is available 
on a store shelf or just a 
click away, it can be easy 
to overlook America’s 3.5 
million truck drivers who pull 

off this logistical feat day after 
day,”  said American Trucking 
Associations Senior VP of 
Legislative Affairs Henry 
Hanscom.    “Our reliance 
on truckers is absolute, and 
our appreciation for them 
should be as well.  National 
Truck Driver Appreciation 
week  ce leb ra tes  these 
hardworking professionals 
whose  ded i ca t i on  and 
�V�D�F�U�L�À�F�H���S�R�Z�H�U���R�X�U���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�� ��
We applaud Representatives 
Bost and Carbajal for leading 
this bipartisan effort to give 
truck drivers the recognition 
and gratitude they richly 
deserve.”

Bost resolution honors truck drivers


