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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

A Memorial Day service is 
planned at 9:30 a.m. Monday, 
May 26, at  the Cobden 
Cemetery.

***
Teacher Appreciation Week 

is May 5-9. Thank you to all of 
Union County’s teachers. Your 
hard work and dedication are 
appreciated.

***
National Nurses Week is 

May 6-12. Thank you also to all 
of the nurses in Union County.

***
The Union County area had 

more than 10 inches of rain 
during the month of April.

***
Union  Coun ty  Fa rm 

Bureau’s first Ag Bash event 
is scheduled from 3 p.m. to 
8 p.m. May 9 at the park in 
Jonesboro. A wide range of 
family activities are planned.

***
Union County Chamber 

of Commerce and Economic 
Development is welcoming 
sponsors for this year ’s 
Annabelle Festival activities. 
The festival is set for June 14 
in Anna.

***
The Blessing of the Bikes is 

set for May 18 at the Cross of 
Peace on Bald Knob Mountain 
near Alto Pass.

***
A n n a - J o n e s b o r o 

Community High School’s 
Student Council  hosted 
a successful Little Egypt 
District Student Council 
spring convention in March. 
Participating schools raised 
$10,062 for St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital…and A-J 
was the top fund-raising school. 
More than $6,100 was raised 
through sponsorships, raffles 
and a community night at The 
Villa-Pizza Villa in Anna. The 
school is grateful for all of the 
support.

***
A-J junior Kansas Craig 

now holds the school softball 
team’s single-season home run 
record with 18 round-trippers, 
breaking the previous record 
of 14. Kansas has her sights set 
on the Illinois state record of 27 
home runs, set by Taylor Ridge 
Rockridge’s Payton Brown in 
2023.

***
A community yard sale day 

is planned Saturday, May 10, 
in Cobden.

***
Cobden High School’s Beta 

Club plans to have a rummage 
sale and car wash from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. May 10. The sale will be 
in high school’s back gym; the 
car wash will be in the school’s 
parking lot.

***
Cobden School’s Junior 

Beta Club spent time Saturday 
playing soccer with the 
Warriors, Union County’s 
special needs soccer team.

***
T h e  C o b d e n  S c h o o l 

District’s Farm-to-School 
efforts were highlighted in 
the latest issue of Leadership 
Matters, an Illinois Association 
of School Administrators 
statewide publication.

(continued on page 2)

Queen contestants raise 2000 pounds of 
food for Union County Animal Shelter

Participants in the One 
Love’s Diamonds and Divas 
Pageant recently raised over 
2000 pounds of dog and cat 
food for the Union County 
Animal Shelter. The top con-
tributor and Dimond Distinc-
tion Ambassador was Daisy, 
who raised 814 pounds of 
animal food.

“As pageant directors and 
pageant contestants, we know 
that true beauty shines bright-
est when it comes from the 
heart—and nothing shows 
that more than giving back 
to our communities,” said a 
spokesperson for the pageant 
in a press release.

The directors of One Love's 
Pageants are Mindy Licka of 

Lick Creek and Jessi Clark 
Watson of Anna.

“Today, we’re proud to 
be part of a special mission: 
collecting pet food to support 
the Union County Animal 
Control. This community 
service project isn’t just about 
helping animals in need, it’s 
about showing compassion, 
leadership, and responsibility, 
values we strive to represent 
every day.”

“Community service is at 
the heart of what we do. It’s 
a reminder that the crown we 
wear is not just for appear-
ances. It’s a symbol of action, 
care, and commitment. By 
gathering donations, spread-
ing awareness, and encour-

aging others to help, we’re 
making a real impact. One 
paw, one bowl, and one act 
of kindness at a time. Thank 
you for supporting our efforts 
and for helping us make a 
difference in the lives of our 
furry friends.”

The pageant took place at 
SIU on April 27, 2025. 

In addition to top contrib-
utor distinction, Daisy won 
the title of Ultimate Supreme, 
which comes with a 4-inch 
AB crystal crown. She also 
received an early bird crown 
and a buddy crown with her 
pageant friend Faye. She 
also won shimmer sashes for 
“prettiest eyes” and “prettiest 
smile” in her age group.

Queens of kindness 
As part of their dedication to public service, the participants of the One Love’s 

Diamonds and Divas Pageant raised over 2000 pounds of dog and cat food for the 
Union County Animal Shelter.

April’s weather wetter, warmer than normal

Southern 7 Health begins 
testing for West Nile virus

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment is beginning its annual 
trapping of mosquitoes this 
month throughout the lower 
seven counties in Illinois 
to test for West Nile virus, 
which is the leading cause of 
mosquito-borne disease in the 
continental United States. 

The health department ad-
vised there are no vaccines to 
prevent or specific medica-
tions to treat West Nile virus in 
people. There are steps people 
can take to prevent contracting 
the disease, the health depart-
ment said.

West Nile virus is trans-
mitted through the bite of 
a Culex Pipiens mosquito, 
commonly called a house 
mosquito, that has picked up 
the virus by feeding on an 
infected bird. 

Monitoring for West Nile 
virus in Illinois includes lab-
oratory tests for mosquito 
batches, dead crows, blue 
jays, robins and other perch-
ing birds, as well as testing 
sick horses and humans with 
West Nile virus-like symp-
toms. 

People who see a sick or 
dying crow, blue jay, robin 
or other perching bird are 
advised to contact their local 
health department, which will 
determine if the bird will be 
picked up for testing.

The virus is not spread 
through coughing, sneezing 
or touching. It is not spread by 
touching live or dead animals; 
however, avoid bare-hand-
ed contact when touching 
any dead animal, the health 
department said. If you are 
disposing of a dead bird, use 
gloves or double plastic bags 
to place the carcass in a gar-
bage can. 

The virus also cannot be 
spread through eating infect-
ed birds or animals. Always 
follow instructions for fully 
cooking meat from either 
birds or mammals.

Common symptoms of 
West Nile virus include fe-

ver, nausea, headache and 
muscle aches. Symptoms 
may last from a few days to 
a few weeks. However, four 
out of five people infected 
with WNV will not show 
any symptoms. In rare cases, 
severe illness including men-
ingitis, encephalitis, or even 
death, can occur. People over 
the age of 60 and individu-
als with weakened immune 
systems are at higher risk for 
severe illness from the virus. 
If you have symptoms of West 
Nile virus, contact your phy-
sician immediately, the health 
department advised.

The health department 
shared that people can reduce 
their risk of contracting West 
Nile virus by following the 
three “R’s”: Reduce, Repel 
and Report.

Reduce: make sure doors 
and windows have tight-fitting 
screens. Repair or replace 
screens that have tears or other 
openings. Try to keep doors 
and windows shut. Elimi-
nate, or refresh each week, 
all sources of standing water 
where mosquitoes can breed, 
including water in bird baths, 
ponds, flowerpots, wading 
pools, old tires, and any other 
containers.

Repel: when outdoors, wear 
shoes and socks, long pants 
and a light-colored, long-
sleeved shirt, and apply insect 
repellent that contains DEET, 
picaridin, oil of lemon euca-
lyptus, or IR 3535 according 
to label instructions. Consult 
a physician before using re-
pellents on infants. Do not 
use products containing oil 
of lemon eucalyptus, OLE, or 
para-menthane-diol, PMD, on 
children under 3 years old. Do 
not apply insect repellent to 
a child’s hands, eyes, mouth, 
cuts or irritated skin. Spray 
insect repellent onto your 
hands and then apply to a 
child’s face.,

Report: report locations 
where water is seen sitting 
stagnant for more than a 
week such as roadside ditch-
es, flooded yards and similar 
locations that may produce 
mosquitoes. The local health 
department or city govern-
ment may be able to add 
larvicide to the water, which 
will kill any mosquito eggs.
Trapping mosquitoes will 
continue until early fall. 

For more information, con-
tact Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment environmental health 
services director Miranda 
Adams at 618-634-2297, ex-
tension 973114, visit www.
southern7.org, or download 
the Southern 7 app.

Precipitation and tempera-
tures were above normal 
during April in the Southern 
Illinois, Southeast Missouri 
and Western Kentucky re-
gion.

Precipitation
The National Weather 

Service office in Paducah 
reported that precipitation 
averaged much wetter than 
normal across the region. 
Most of the month’s rain fell 
during the first week, with 
widespread amounts of 6 to 
12 inches observed from the 
2nd through 6th, along with 
localized amounts up to 16 
inches in Kentucky. 

Monthly rainfall ranged 
from 8 to 12 inches across 
much of Southern Illinois, 
Southeast Missouri and parts 
of Western Kentucky near the 
Ohio River. A heavier swath of 
12 to 17 inches was observed 
across the heart of Western 
Kentucky, with the highest 
amount being 17.43 inches at 
the Kentucky mesonet station 
in Marshall County.

Mos t  a reas  obse rved 
amounts that were 3 to 8 
inches wetter than normal, 

but localized amounts in west 
Kentucky were as much as 12 
inches above normal.  

All five of the main climate 
sites in the region served by 
the weather service office 
in Paducah observed one of 
their top 10 wettest Aprils on 
record, with Cape Girardeau 
checking in as the third wet-
test. 

Flash flooding occurred 
across essentially the entire re-
gion at some point from April 
3-5. Widespread moderate to 
major river flooding occurred, 
with many rivers cresting at 
their highest levels in at least 
six to eight years.

Temperatures
Temperatures finished 

above normal by 2 to 3 de-
grees. As is common in April, 
readings fluctuated with brief 
cool spells followed by warm-
er periods through the first 16 
days of the month. 

The chilliest days were on 
the 6th and 8th, when high 
temperatures only reached 
the mid 40s to lower 50s. The 
coldest nights were observed 
on April 1, 7-9 and 12, when 
readings dipped into the low 

to mid 30s. Several locations 
observed a freeze on one of 
these nights across portions 
of Southern Illinois and parts 
of Western Kentucky.

A prolonged period of 
above normal temperatures 
were observed from the 17-
25th. A brief cool down on 
the 26-27th was then followed 
by above normal temperatures 
to end the month. Several 
days reached the 80s includ-
ing on the 2, 18, 20, 23-2, 
and 28-30th. Most locations 
experienced their warmest 
temperatures of the month on 
the 28th, when nights reached 
the mid to upper 80s.

Tornado Outbreak
A tornado outbreak oc-

curred across the area on April 
2, with 23 tornadoes touching 
down. This was the most tor-
nadoes in a single event in the 
history of the Paducah weath-
er service office. The office 
issued 191 combined warn-
ings (severe thunderstorm, 
tornado and flash flood). This 
was the second most warnings 
in April since the office spun 
up in 1995 and the fifth most 
of any month.

Heavy rain in early April 
Water was standing in a low-lying area along Illinois Route 146 in Ware on April 

5. The National Weather Service office in Paducah reported that heavy rain fell 
across the region during the first week of April. Heavy rain was falling at the time 
the photograph was taken. File photo.

Weather
High 82, low 46; 
1.23 inches of rain

Temperatures ranged from a 
high of 82 degrees to a low of 
46 during the period of April 
29 through May 5 in the Union 
County area.

Precipitation during the pe-
riod totaled 1.23 inches of rain.

Following are highlights for 
the period as recorded by local 
weather observer Dana Cross 
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, April 29: high 81, 
low 60. 0.71 of an inch of rain.

Wednesday, April 30: high 
82, low 60. 0.15 of an inch of 
rain.

Thursday, May 1: high 77, 
low 64. 0.04 of an inch of rain.

Friday, May 2: high 67, low 
57. 0.05 of an inch of rain.

Saturday, May 3: high 61, 
low 52. 0.06 of an inch of rain. 

Sunday, May 4: high 56, low 
48. 0.22 of an inch of rain. 

Monday, May 5: high 59, 
low 46.

April Highlights
The high temperature for the 

month of April was 85 degrees, 
which was recorded April 28. 
The average high was 71.

The low temperature for 
the month was 30, which was 
recorded April 8. The average 
low was 48.

Precipitation for the month 
totaled 10.22 inches of rain. The 
most precipitation in a 24-hour 
period was 2.61 inches of rain, 
which was recorded April 5.

Through the end of the 
month, precipitation for the 
year totaled 20.54 inches.

A-J guidance 
counselor 
honored

Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School guidance 
counselor Natalie Miller has 
won the International Student 
Exchange Award for the 2024-
2025 school year.

The Union County school 
announced the award on social 
media.

“Mrs. Miller’s dedication 
to welcoming exchange stu-
dents and fostering a globally 
inclusive environment has 
made a tremendous impact 
on our students and the entire 
A-J community,” the school 
shared.

“Thanks to her support, 
encouragement, and collab-
oration with both staff and 
students, A-J continues to 
grow as a place where young 
minds learn, thrive, and share 
diverse perspectives.”
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(continued from page 1)
Kiara Aden and Anthony 

Wiseman are this year ’s 
Dongola High School prom 
queen and king.

***
A Dongola School spring 

concert is set for 6 p.m. on 
May 13.

***
Lick Creek School’s 72nd 

annual track meet has been 
rescheduled for Friday, May 9.

***
Lick Creek School is hosting 

a “Mother’s/Father’s Day 
Store” which started May 6 
and continues through May 8. 
Eighth grade students will be 
wrapping the gifts.

***
A screening of the PBS 

documentary “Free for All: 
Inside the Public Library” is 
set for 1 p.m. Saturday, May 
17, at Stinson Memorial Public 
Library in Anna.

***
Naturalist Mark Glenshaw is 

scheduled to give a presentation 
titled “Forest Park Owls: 
Hiding in Plain Sight” at 1 
p.m. Saturday, May 24, in the 
auditorium at Stinson Memorial 
Public Library,.

***
A spring band choir concert 

is set for 7 p.m. Friday, May 
9, at Shawnee Community 
College near Ullin.

***
Finals are scheduled to 

start next week at Shawnee 
Community College.

***
The Shawnee Community 

College Board of Trustees is 
accepting applications to fill a 
vacant seat on the board. Details 
can be found on the college’s 
website.

***
The Saints Foundation of 

Shawnee Community College 
is hiring an executive director. 
Details also are available on the 
college’s website.

***
The cast  of Shawnee 

Community College’s “Little 
Shop of Horrors” production 
recently had an opportunity to 
take a private tour of the Fox 
Theatre in St. Louis.

***
Rock and Roll Hall of Famer 

David Lee Roth is scheduled to 
perform Saturday, Aug. 23, at 
the Du Quoin State Fair.

Proposed legislation addresses 
deer overpopulation in state

Deer in corn field
A white-tailed deer was in a corn field in Union County. A Southern Illinois state 

legislator is sponsoring a bill which would give landowners and agricultural producers 
stronger tools to manage deer overpopulation and protect their crops. File photo

After hearing from count-
less farmers across the 59th 
Senate District in Southern 
Illinois about the damage 
caused by deer overpopula-
tion, State Sen. Dale Fowler, 
R-Harrisburg, is sponsoring 
legislation to give landowners 
and agricultural producers 
stronger tools to manage the 
problem and protect their 
crops.

Senate Bill 710 makes it 
easier for farmers to get per-
mits to harvest deer and help 
curb the deer nuisance issues 
facing Illinois farmers.

“Deer overpopulation con-
tinues to cause widespread 
damage on crops and farm-
land across Southern Illinois 
and our farmers are the ones 
paying the price,” Fowler 
said in an April 30 news re-
lease that was posted on his 
website. “This legislation is 
about giving them the ability 
to take action and protect their 
livelihoods.”

As an initiative of the Illi-
nois Department of Natural 
Resources, IDNR, and the Illi-
nois Farm Bureau, Senate Bill 

710 would loosen regulations 
concerning nuisance permits 
and landowner permits by 
providing for the automatic 
issuance of additional ant-
lerless-only permits during 
the regular firearm or archery 
season if a landowner demon-
strates proof of harvesting 
certain percentages.

The Senate proposal also 
makes landowners owning at 
least 40 acres and tenants on at 
least 40 acres of commercial 
farmland eligible to receive 
free deer and turkey permits to 
hunt on that land. The permits 
would include one either-sex 
and one antlerless-only permit 
for both firearm and archery 
deer seasons. Landowners 
who hold nuisance permits 
would also be allowed to 
authorize other individuals to 
hunt on their property to help 
remove problem deer. The bill 
also allows IDNR to issue one 
guest either-sex deer permit 
and one guest antlerless-only 
deer permit if the landowner 
owns 240 acres or more of 
Illinois land.

“Farmers in Southern Illi-

nois have been loud and clear 
about this issue,” Fowler said. 
“We listened, we engaged 
with IDNR and now we are 
taking action. This bill is a 
real step toward protecting 
our local farmland while man-
aging our wildlife population 
responsibly.”

Senate Bill 710 builds on 
efforts Fowler launched last 
year, when he brought to-
gether farmers from across 
the 59th Senate District for a 
special Agricultural Advisory 
Committee focused specifical-
ly on the deer nuisance issue. 
During that meeting, IDNR 
officials came to Southern 
Illinois to hear firsthand from 
farmers about the costly dam-
age being caused by deer and 
the need to find real solutions 
to help combat the deer nui-
sance issue throughout the 
state.

“I’m thankful to IDNR and 
the Illinois Farm Bureau for 
working with us to put for-
ward this legislation,” Fowler 
said.

Senate Bill 710 is pending 
in the Illinois Senate.

Baby Shower 
event planned

A Tri-County Baby Shower 
is planned from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Saturday, May 
10, in the gymnasium at An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School.

The event is being pre-
sented by Rural Health Inc. 
and the Rural Health Opioid 
Response Team. Mothers-to-
be and mothers with children 
up to 6 months of age from 
Union, Johnson and Massac 
counties are invited to attend.

The baby shower will fea-
ture vendors, care seat inspec-
tions provided through South-
ern Illinois University’s Child 
Passenger Safety Resource 
Center, raffle prizes and more. 

Cobden holds 
yard sale day

The Village of Cobden will 
conduct a community yard 
sale day on Saturday, May 10. 
Yard sales will be conducted 
throughout the village and in 
the downtown park. 

Yard sale maps will be 
available at the village hall on 
E. Maple at 7 a.m.  The event 
will be held rain or shine.

Baccalaureate 
set at A-JCHS

A baccalaureate ceremo-
ny for the graduating Class 
of 2025 is planned Sunday, 
May 11, at Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School. The 
ceremony is set for 2 p.m. in 
the high school auditorium.

The event is an opportunity 
to honor and celebrate the 
achievements of this year’s 
graduates with a time of re-
flection, encouragement and 
recognition. Families, friends 
and the community are invited 
to attend the ceremony.

Measles case count 
up to six in Illinois

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, an-
nounced Monday, May 5, that 
the number of measles cases 
in Illinois so far in 2025 had 
reached six. Two new cas-
es in Southern Illinois were 
confirmed over the weekend, 
adding to two in the Marion 
area that were identified in 
April. Two unrelated cases 
were previously confirmed in 
Cook County.

One of the new cases was 
confirmed over the weekend 
is in the Franklin-Williamson 
Bi-County area. IDPH said this 
now meets the technical Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, CDC, definition 
of an “outbreak” in that area 
(three or more cases that are 
linked to one another). Social 
links between the three cases 
are known.

Another Southern Illinois 
case involved a person who 
may have visited locations in 
Missouri, including the St. Lou-
is Aquarium. More information 
about that case can be found 
on the Missouri Department 
of Health & Senior Services 
website at health.mo.gov.

 “The risk to the general 
public from measles remains 
low,” IDPH director Dr. Sa-
meer Vohra said in a news 
release. “The key to preventing 

measles is the highly effective 
MMR vaccine. Two doses are 
97 percent effective in pre-
venting this serious infection. 
I recommend that our Illinois 
residents make sure they and 
their family members are up 
to date on the MMR vaccine 
and all other age-appropriate 
immunizations.”  

Current information about 
potential sites where infected 
individuals may have exposed 
others can be found on the 
IDPH website, dph.illinois.
gov, at Measles Exposure 
Locations. 

IDPH continues to work 
with local health departments 
in the region to offer the lat-
est public health guidance, 
laboratory testing services 
and assistance with contact 
tracing and vaccination efforts 
as needed. IDPH has initiated 
mobile vaccination services 
in areas of Illinois with lower 
vaccination coverage rates to 
assist local health departments 
with their measles response 
and prevention efforts. 

More information about 
measles prevention and treat-
ment, along with regular 
updates about the evolving 
measles situation in the state, 
including updated case counts, 
can be found on the Measles 
page on the IDPH website.

Wellness on Wheels Clinics planned
Southern 7 Health De-

partment has announced the 
schedule for May Wellness 
on Wheels, WOW, Van Clin-
ics in the Southern Illinois 
area. The schedule includes 
multiple visits to Union 
County.

The schedule  for  the 
month includes:

May 14: Kroger store, 
Anna, 9:30 a.m. to noon, 1 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

May 21: Farmstead Mar-
ket, Anna, 9:30 a.m. to noon, 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

May 28: Union County 
Courthouse, Jonesboro, 9:30 
a.m. to noon. Farm Fresh 
Dairy, Anna, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.  

Free services available 
on the WOW Van include 
NARCAN training, blood 
pressure checks, home col-
orectal cancer tests (FIT), 
medication disposal pack-
ets, COVID test kits and 
condoms.

Charged services which 
are available include blood 
lead, hemoglobin and cho-

lesterol screenings; STD 
tests (including chlamydia, 
gonorrhea and syphilis); 
HIV, pregnancy and TB skin 
tests; TD/Tdap shots for 
adults; well water tests; and 
hereditary genetic cancer 
testing. 

Charged services, exclud-
ing a well water test, require 
a health insurance card. 
All services, both free and 
charged, will be offered 
while they are available on 
day of service.

Flu shots will be provided 
to patients based on vaccine 
availability the day of the 
clinic and while supplies last 
during flu. Health insurance 
cards are required. Those 
requesting a COVID boost-
er are advised to contact 
their local Southern 7 public 
health clinic for details.

Through a grant funded by 
the Illinois Department of 
Public Health, IDPH, S7HD 
provides many healthcare 
services through IDPH Well-
ness on Wheels Van Clinics. 

The WOW Van rotates 
throughout high, health-risk 
communities each Wednes-
day in the lower seven coun-
ties in Illinois.

T h e  W O W  Va n ,  a 
multi-disciplinary mobile 
unit, is available to S7HD 
through a partnership with 
IDPH to provide health 
screenings and other ser-
vices. IDPH partners with 
health agencies and hospitals 
to provide staff and services 
on the WOW Van at sites 
where people can come for 
medical services.

No appointment is need-
ed for services. Walk-ins 
are welcome. Clinic dates, 
times, and available services 
are subject to change without 
notice. 

For information about 
WOW Van services, upcom-
ing dates and how to become 
a sponsoring location, con-
tact Sharyl Betts at 618-
634-2297, extension 970154, 
download the Southern 7 app 
or visit www.southern7.org.

Bost in Anna
U.S. Rep. Mike Bost, R-Ill, stopped by the University of Illinois Extension office 

in Anna during a recent tour of Southern Illinois. “We talked about everything from 
food access and healthy eating programs, to youth development, conservation, and 
efforts to support underserved communities,” said Bost.

Cache River Days beauty 
pageant welcomes entries 

Participants are being sought 
for the 30th Annual Cache Riv-
er Days Pageant. The pageant 
is scheduled for 6 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 5 at the Leona Brust Civic 
Center in Ullin. 

Contestants must be a resi-
dent of Pulaski, Union, Alexan-
der, Johnson or Massac County. 

In addition, only the first 12 
valid entries received in each 
category will be accepted.

Little Miss Cache River 
2025 must be between the ages 
of 4-6. 

Junior Miss Cache River 
2025 age group is from 7-11. 

Senior Miss Cache River 
2025 must be between the ages 
12–15.

2025 Miss Cache River pag-
eant age ranges are 16-20 years 
old having never been married 
and without children. These cat-
egories/age ranges are subject 
to change at the sole discretion 
of the Pageant Director based 
on participation.

The entry deadline for the 
Cache pageants is August 15 
by 4 p.m. For information re-
garding rules and entry forms, 
contact Renee Wright, Pageant.

Director at (618) 306-2442, 
reneewright0672@gmail.com

When leaving your voice-
mail or text make sure to list 
your full name, telephone num-
ber, email address and mailing 
address.

Golfers, mark your calen-
dars for the 9th Annual Amer-
ican Legion Golf Tournament.

The event is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 17 at Egyptian 
Golf Course in Mounds.  Fees 
are $75 per person, which in-
cludes cart, skins, mulligans 
and a delicious lunch served 
by the Auxiliary. 

Tee times are at 8 a.m. and 1 
p.m. Cash prizes will be given 
for first and second place, 
longest drive and longest putt, 
and golfers can compete for 

the $10,000 prize for a hole 
in one.

If you are not a golfer, 
businesses, individuals, farms 
or families can sponsor a hole 
for just $50 and get a sign 
announcing your support of 
the American Legion.

Call Scott Armstrong (618) 
306-0287 or Kerry Slattery 
(314) 517-5720 to sign up 
for golf or sponsorship. This 
event benefits the American 
Legion’s service to local com-
munities and area veterans. 

American Legion hosts golf 
tournament fundraiser



U of I Extension Twilight Series scheduled
For a decade, the Summer 

Twilight Series has been a 
Southern Illinois tradition 
which has brought together 
farmers, educators and com-
munity members to explore 
the diversity and innovation of 
local agriculture. 

Now in its 10th year, Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension is 
continuing the series in 2025, 
offering four unique on-farm 
learning experiences through-
out the growing season.

Organizers of the series 
shared that whether you are 
a local producer looking to 
diversify, have an interest in 
selling fresh products or are 
simply curious about where 
your food comes from, the eve-
ning gatherings are a chance to 
connect directly with the peo-
ple behind the region’s vibrant 
food and farm economy. 

Scheduled once a month 
from May through August, 
each meeting will feature a 
different farm or direct-market 
outlet, showcasing a range of 
production methods and mar-
keting strategies. Participants 
will be able to tour working 

farms, see operations up close, 
and ask questions directly 
to producers and Extension 
educators.

The program is set to kick 
off May 19 at 6 p.m. at The 
Flock Farm in Anna to explore 
poultry processing and tour 
their farm market. The Flock 
Farm is located at 460 McDuf-
fee Ln., Anna.

Operated by Brent Glays, 
The Flock Farm specializes 
in pasture-raised lamb, pork 
and poultry. Glays, a farmer 
and poultry processor from 
Anna, started his career as a 
meat and poultry inspector. 
What began as a small flock 
has evolved into an operation 
known for its sustainable meat 
production and on-farm retail 
store. Today, Glays operates a 
poultry processing plant and is 
expanding further with USDA 
certification. 

The remaining summer pro-
grams are scheduled monthly 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., on the 
following dates at the locations 
listed below:

June 16: Weiler Enterprises 
Inc. Dairy Farm, Claremont, 

with dairy farm operations 
highlighted.

July 17: Dixon Springs Ag-
ricultural Center, Simpson, 
with high tunnel vegetable 
production and biological in-
sect control featured.

August: A date and location 
will be announced at a later 
time.

Beyond education, the 
events foster community 
connections, organizers said. 
Each session includes time 
for networking, helping local 
entrepreneurs build valuable 
partnerships and strengthening 
our regional food systems. 

There is no cost to attend the 
in-person programs, but regis-
tration is required. To register 
for any or all of the meetings 
in the series, visit go.illinois.
edu/twilightseries or call 618-
695-2441.

Those who need a reason-
able accommodation to par-
ticipate in the upcoming event 
are asked to contact Bronwyn 
Aly at baly@illinois.edu. Early 
requests are strongly encour-
aged to allow sufficient time 
to meet needs.

A-J softball team 
racks up 3 more wins

The  Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
softball team have continued 
their winning ways in the past 
week, racking up 3 more wins 
over Crab Orchard, Herrin and 
DuQuoin. The Wildcats are 
now 22-3 for the season and 8-1 
in the conference. 

A-J 10, Crab Orchard 0
A-J blanked Crab Orchard 

from Marion in an away game 
last week on Wednesday, April 
30. 

A-J senior Ariana Turner 
had a big game on offense, 
batting 3-for-4 with 4 RBIs and 
a home run. 

Kansas Craig homered as 
well, protecting her lead at the 
top of the state of Illinois for 
home runs. She was 4-for-5 
with 1 RBI and 2 runs. 

Freshman Molly Roach 
batted 1-for-3 with 2 RBIs and 
Olivia Scheafer was 1-for-4 
with 2 RBIs. 

Junior Jayda Shepard was 
3-for-4 with 1 RBI and 1 run 
off of a double. With her 3 hits, 
Shepard surpassed a career 
milestone, earning her 100th hit 
as a Wildcat. 

Ruby Yates picked up the 
win, pitching 7 shutout innings, 
allowing 5 hits and 1 walk with 
9 strikeouts. 

A-J 10, Herrin 0
For the second night in a 

row, A-J shut out another team 
with a 10-0 victory, this time at 
home versus the Herrin Tigers 
on Thursday, March 1. 

Ariana Turner went yard 
again, hitting her 10th and 11th 
home runs of the season, while 

batting 3-for-3 with 5 RBIs and 
2 runs. 

Kansas Craig hit another 
home run, her 20th of the 
season. She was 1-for-1 with 2 
RBIs, 3 runs and 1 stolen base. 
Ruby Yates contributed to the 
score as well, batting 1-for-1 
with 1 RBI. 

Freshman Macayla Nance 
picked up her 4th win of the 
season, pitching 5 shutout 
innings, allowing 4 walks and 
2 hits with 9 strikeouts. 

A-J 11, DuQuoin 1
The Wildcats picked up 

another big conference win last 
Monday, beating the DuQuoin 
Indians 11-1. 

Jayci Needling batted in over 
half of A-J’s points, earning 6 
RBIs in a 3-for-4 showing with 
2 home runs. 

Ariana Turner’s hot streak 
continued, hitting a home run 
in her 4th game in a row. She 
batted 2-for-4 with 1 RBI and 
1 run. 

Turner has now hit 6 home 
runs in the past 4 games. She  
has 12 for the season, ranking  
her 4th in the state. 

Jayda Shepard hit her 6th 
home run of the season, batting 
1-for-3 with 2 RBIs and 1 run. 

Emma Craig was 1-for-3, 
earning 1 RBI off of a double 
and Ruby Yates was 1-for-3 
with 1 RBI off of a double. 

Ruby Yates picked up her 
16th win of the season with 0 
earned runs off of 6 hits and 0 
walks with 8 strikeouts. 

A-J was scheduled to play 
in Benton on Wednesday. Their 
next scheduled game is at home 

Shepard hits 100
A-J junior Jayda Shepard reached a milestone in 

her varsity softball career, earning her 100th hit. 

Roller derby recruitment
The Cape Girardeau Roller Derby team is hosting a recruitment on Monday, May 12.

Cape Roller Derby holding recruitment night

The Cape Girardeau Roll-
er Derby (CGRD) league is 
hosting the first of only two 
recruitment events for 2025 on 
Monday, May 12 at 6:30 pm at 
the AC Brase Arena Building 
in Cape Girardeau. 

Adults 18+ of all sizes, 
shapes, backgrounds, gen-
ders and experiences levels 
are encouraged to attend. 
At this free event, you’ll 
have an opportunity to meet 

the team and learn what’s 
involved in CGRD’s 90-
day training regime for new 
skaters. 

Zero skating or athletic ex-
perience is required and there 
is no obligation to join. 

All you need to bring is a 
boil-and-bite mouthguard. 
A limited amount of loaner 
skates and protective gear will 
be available on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. They are also 

recruiting referees, no experi-
ence required.

Whether you want to break 
out of a rut in your exercise 
journey or are looking to 
make friends and learn some-
thing new, we have what 
you need. Now’s the time 
to invest in you. For more 
information, follow the event 
on Facebook or roll into our 
Facebook page to send us a 
message.

Summer camps 
scheduled 
at Shawnee

Shawnee Community Col-
lege is planning to offer its 
2025 Saints Kids Camps, 
which will feature diverse, 
engaging and and educa-
tional activities for young 
people from throughout the 
Southern Illinois area. The 
programs will cater to chil-
dren and teenagers and are 
designed to inspire creativi-
ty, promote physical activity 
and introduce new skills.

Twenty-seven camps are 
scheduled in June and July, 
including old favorites like 
basketball, drama, Esports 
and painting camps. New 
this year are a trade occu-
pations camp, amigurumi 
crochet and disc golf. The 
college has a new disc golf 
course on its main campus 
near Ullin.

The camp schedule and the 
opportunity to sign up can 
be found online at https://
shawneecc.edu/communi-
ty-education/saints-kids.

Stinson Library 
to host owl 
presentation

The Stinson Memorial 
Public Library in Anna will 
be hosting a presentation by 
award-winning naturalist 
Mark Glenshaw. The event 
will take place on May 24 
from 1 to 3 p.m. in the li-
brary’s downstairs audito-
rium. 

Mark will be sharing his 
stories and observations on 
the family of owls living in 
Forest Park in St. Louis, as 
well as pictures and videos. 

According to Rena Cohen 
of the Illinois Audobon So-
ciety Cook County Chapter, 
"[Mark] has turned his hours 
and powers of observation 
into one of the most enter-
taining as well as informa-
tive bird presentations ever. 
Part naturalist, part stand-up 
comic, and 100% owl lover,  
he kept 90+ people in thrall 
for well over an hour with his 
knowledge, jokes, incredible 
footage, and passion for the 
nuances of owl behavior.” 

This event is free and open 
to the public.

The board members of Kel-
ly Cemetery in Cobden are 
seeking additional funds to 
cover mowing and upkeep for 
the season. 

The board volunteers regu-
larly to clean, straighten stones 
and care for the grounds, but 
are asking for donations for 
mowing and maintenance costs. 

Your support will help en-
sure the cemetery remains a 
well-maintained and respect-
ful resting place for our loved 
ones. To donate, send cash 
or checks (payable to Kelly 
Cemetery) to: Kelly Ceme-
tery, c/o Carla Chatham, 4875 
Wing Hill Road, Cobden, IL 
62920. 

Learn what you 
can do for area 
Veterans with 
LMVFM

Lutheran Military Veter-
ans and Family Ministries 
(LMVFM) will be at the 
VFW in Anna on Satur-
day, May 17 at 9:30 a.m. to 
discuss the resources and 
services they can provide 
to veterans, their families 
or any group or person who 
would like to serve veterans 
and their families.

LMVFM is a Christian, 
non-profit, faith ministry 
dedicated to serving mili-
tary veterans, military con-
tractors and their families, 
regardless of their faith or 
religious affiliation.  

They provide free coun-
seling, general assessments 
and assistance with obtain-
ing necessary care and re-
sources.

Training and assistance 
is also provided for civilian 
care providers, therapist, 
counselors, clergy and any-
one who wants to be better 
equipped to work with vet-
erans.

They also provide the 
most current information on 
a wide range of issues that 
affect the military commu-
nity.

LMVFM can also assist 
congregations in the devel-
opment of their mission out-
reach programs to veterans 
and their families.

Everyone is welcome to 
attend to learn more about 
how LMVFW can help peo-
ple and organizations be of 
greater service to veterans.

Kelly Cemetery board seeks 
donations for maintenence 
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Ruth Eileen Pratt, age 91, of 
Anna, passed away Thursday, 
May 1, 2025. 

She was born Aug. 3, 1933 
in Chicago, the daughter of 
Herbert and Ellen (McCullum) 
Bevan. 

She married Roy Amos Pratt 
on Sept. 25, 1971 in Crete. 
He preceded her in death on 
March 2, 2022.

Ruth is survived by her 
children, David Mathew, Steve 
Mathew, Terri Jacob; stepchil-
dren, Stacy Trevathan, and Tod 
Hinkle; fifteen grandchildren; 
eighteen great-grandchildren; 
sister, Fran Grankle; fur baby, 
Shadow; other relatives and 
friends. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parent; husband, Roy 
Amos Pratt; daughter, Colleen 
Hinkle; and two sons, Clifford 
Mathew and Roy Lee Pratt; 
and numerous brothers and 
sisters.

Ruth enjoyed working 
around the farm and enjoyed 
cleaning house, and was the 
bookkeeper for Roy when he 
had the body shop. 

Whenev-
er Stacy was 
in town, she 

enjoyed their shopping trips 
and going out to eat. She loved 
her family and will be deeply 
missed. 

Funeral services were on 
Tuesday, May 6, 2025 at the 
Rendleman & Hileman Fu-
neral Home in Anna with Bill 
Littrell officiating. Interment 
followed in the Casper Cem-
etery. 

Memorial contributions are 
preferred to the American Can-
cer Society. Envelopes will be 
available at the funeral home. 

To view the obituary and 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman and Hileman 
Funeral Home in Anna in 
charge of arrangements.

Ruth Eileen Pratt

Peggy Wheaton, age 83, 
passed away and entered Heav-
en on May 3, 2025. 

She was born March 6, 1942 
to John and Mary (Ferguson) 
Gibbs. Peggy was united in 
marriage to Travis Wheaton 
on July 10, 1960.	

They moved to Joliet and 
lived there for twenty-six 
years, moving to Galesburg, 
then later returning to Gorev-
ille to enjoy their retirement. 
From this marriage, together 
they raised three sons. 

Peggy was a 1959 gradu-
ate of Anna-Jonesboro High 
School. 

Her devotion was to her 
savior, Jesus Christ, the Bible 
and her family. She touched 
so many lives throughout time 
and will be so sadly missed. 

Peggy is survived by her 
devoted husband of sixty-four 
years, Travis of Goreville; sons, 
Phillip and wife Susan of Mar-
ion, Kenneth and wife Mary of 
Joliet, Michael and wife Tam-
my of Lonoke, Ark.; grand-
children, Josh, Ben, Rebecca, 
Jon, Jacque, Destiny, Michael, 

M a c K e n -
zie, Parker 
and Greer; 

step-grandchildren, Tiffani, 
Ashlyn, Kennedy, Kathryn, 
and Evan; six step great-grand-
children; brother, Dee Gibbs of 
Edwardsville and his two sons, 
Andy and Chris. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents 
and infant sister, Mary Alice. 

Visitation will be at 10 a.m. 
until 12 p.m. noon on Saturday, 
May 10, 2025 at the Rend-
leman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro. Graveside 
services will directly follow 
the visitation at St. John’s 
Cemetery west of Dongola. 

To view the obituary and 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman and Hileman 
Funeral Home in Jonesboro in 
charge of arrangements.

Peggy Wheaton

Doris Arlene Jobe, born in 
1937 in Illinois, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by 
family. 

Doris was the daughter of 
James Aud Rogers and Ola 
May Cleaver Rogers and was 
one of twelve children. 

In 1957, Doris married 
Kenneth Dale Jobe, after the 
two met in high school, and 
they married while in college. 

She was a graduate of 
Southern Illinois University. 
As an Army Officer’s wife for 
21 years, she created a home 
wherever they were stationed.  
They settled in Virginia Beach 
in 1983.

During her career, Doris 
worked as a secretary for 
American Motors,  Pender and 
Coward, and Towne Bank. 
But her proudest roles were 
wife, mother, grandmother 
and great grandmother.  

Doris loved to read, and she 
especially loved babies.  She 
liked country music, travel-

ing to Disney World with her 
grandchildren, and enjoyed a 
memorable anniversary cruise 
with Ken and family.  

She is survived by her 
husband of 68 years, Ken 
Jobe, daughters, Cheryl (Stan) 
Broaddus and Pamela (Bud) 
Hamrick, grandchildren Jenna 
(Kevin) Garrity and Bobby 
(Lauren) Hamrick and Caro-
line Hamrick, one cherished 
great granddaughter, her sister 
Jean Moss, and cousin Peggy 
Evans.

Doris Arlene Jobe

Kay Plummer, 70, of Anna,  
passed away peacefully on 
April 23, 2025, surround-
ed by her loving family at 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital.

Born on Nov. 21,1954, 
in East St. Louis, Ill., Judy 
was a devoted wife, mother, 
grandmother, and friend. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents, A.D. Burlison and 
Ludene Burlison.

Judy is survived by her 
beloved husband of 50 years, 
Mickey Plummer; her two 
children, Mathew Plummer 
and Lindsey Plummer; and her 
cherished grandchildren: Zane, 
MJ, Lyra, and Della.

Judy was a 1972 graduate of 
Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School and earned her 
associates degree from Shaw-
nee College in1974. 

She dedicated her profes-
sional life to public service, 
spending 38 years with the 
Union County Housing Au-
thority. She began as a secre-
tary while still in high school 
and, through hard work and 
dedication, rose to become the 
agency's director-serving in 
that role for the last 10 years 
of her career before retiring 
in 2010. 

Her commitment to service 
extended further; serving 17 
years on the board of the Shaw-
nee Development Council.

An advocate for youth and 
community, Judy was a proud 
supporter of the Scouts of 
America and led a Girl Scout 
troop for many years. A life-
long dog lover, she found great 
joy in the companionship of 

her pets. 
She was also a passionate 

reader who especially loved 
murder mysteries. In her later 
years, she found deep fulfill-
ment in traveling and in her 
treasured role as a grand-
mother, including being a 
proud "grandma" to her son 
Matt's dogs as well.

Judy was cremated, and in 
time, her beloved husband 
will join her. One day, Judy 
and Mick's ashes will become 
one and will be returned to 
the earth-a final, peaceful 
reunion of two lives deeply 
intertwined.

A small celebration of life is 
planned for close family and 
friends. 

Judy will be remembered 
for her warmth, strength and 
unwavering love. She touched 
countless lives and will be 
deeply missed by all who knew 
her, especially her family, who 
will carry her spirit with them 
always.

Doris’s life was filled with 
love, resilience, and the quiet 
strength of a woman who held 
her family close.

Kay Plummer
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Obituaries

Robert R. Sullens, age 85, 
of Anna, formerly of Salem, 
passed away Saturday, May 
3, 2025 at Deaconess Union 
County Hospital of Anna. 

He was born Oct. 19, 1939 
in Salem, the son of Russell 
and Zora Mae (Simmons) 
Sullens. 

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Tammy Nance, Eric 
(Roxanna) Sullens, and Mi-
chael “Andy” (Caron) Sul-
lens; grandchildren, Aries 
and Zander Sullens, Tim (Su-
san) Nance, Joe and Scott 
(Jody) Nance, Ethan (Kristi-
na), and Dalton (Kimberly) 
Myers; great-grandchildren, 
Nicole (Kris) Potter, Macay-
la, Landon, Adam, and Han-
nah Nance, Avery and Skylar 
Myers, Brody, and Hudson; 
step-mother, Norma Sullens; 
sister, LaVerne Sullens; broth-
er, Douglas Sullens; other 
relatives and many friends. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents and three brothers, 
Basil Emery, Bill, and Rusell 
Sullens Jr. 

R o b e r t 
was a mem-
ber of the 

A m e r i c a n 
Legion and 
served his 
country in 
the United States Navy. He 
retired from the railroad. 

He was a very knowledge-
able handyman, always tinker-
ing with different projects. In 
his early life, he enjoyed taking 
his children on fishing trips. 

No services will be held at 
this time. 

To view the obituary and 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman and Hileman 
Funeral Home in Anna in 
charge of arrangements.

Robert R. Sullens

Neal McCormick, age 100, 
of Shreveport, La., formerly 
of Olive Branch, Ill., passed 
away on Wednesday, April 
30, 2025 at Overton Brooks 
VA Medical Center in Shreve-
port, La.

He was born on July 24, 
1924 to Jim and Mary (Net-
tleton) McCormick in Lyon 
County, Ky. Neal was married 
to Betty (Sims) McCormick 
and she survives.

Neal was a United States 
Army veteran having served 
in World War II. He spent 
40 years working at McLead 
Manufacturing as a die setter. 
He was a member of Caledo-
nia Masonic Lodge #47 and A 
Life Member of the American 
Legion and VFW. 

He loved his Country, his 
Family, and his Church. He 
was a member of the Alexan-
der Free Will Baptist Church.

Survivors include his wife, 
Betty; daughter, Debra (Arvin) 
Weaver of Austin, Texas; 
Step-children, Sharon (Chris) 
Calvert of Olive Branch, 
Ill., Kenny (Donna) Sims of 
Shreveport, La., Bruce (Toni) 
Sims of Olive Branch, Ill., 
Ladonna McNealy of Jack-
son, Mo., and Sandy Sims of 
Ullin, Il.; 12 grandchildren; 
22 great-grandchildren; 18 
great great-grandchildren; and 
special niece, Melinda Poke.

Along with his parents, he 
is preceded in death by his first 
wife, Florence Miller McCor-

mick; step-
son, Ger-
ald Sims; 

step-daugh-
ter, Nancy 
P e a r m a n ; 
step son-in-
law, Buck McNealy; twin-sis-
ter, Cornelia Hankins, sisters, 
Helen Baldwin, Theresa Noth, 
and Amy Binkley; brothers, 
John William McCormick, 
Thomas Jefferson McCor-
mick, John McCormick, 
Bradley Marr McCormick, 
and Robert McCormick.  

Funeral Services were held 
on Monday, May 5, 2025 with 
Masonic Rites at Crain Funer-
al Home in Tamms with Pas-
tor Sam Ramdial officiating. 

Interment with Military 
Honors followed the service 
at Rose Hill Cemetery in 
Thebes, Ill.

Pallbearers are Jackie 
Kaufman, Jim Schultz, Jared 
Schultz, Chalen Tatum, Max 
McNeely, Rex McNeely. Hon-
orary Pallbearers are Mickey 
Sissom, Tim Pierce, and Brent 
Sims.

Crain Funeral Home in 
Tamms is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Neal McCormick

View Obituaries Online at
annanews.com

Leona Jeanette Knight, age 
87, of Brandon, S.D., formerly 
of McClure, Ill., passed away 
on Thursday, April 24, 2025 at 
Avera McKennan Hospital in 
Sioux Falls, S.D.

She was born on Sept. 6, 
1937 to Arthur Leon and Ida 
(Johnson) Burchyett in Cape 
Girardeau, Mo. On Jan. 8, 
1961, she married George 
Thomas Knight and they spent 
over 62 years together until 
his passing in 2023. 

She was a graduate of 
Shawnee High School and 
worked as a beautician in 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri. 

She loved 
c o o k i n g 
and baking.

Survivors include her son, 
James T. Knight, daughter, 
Diana Knight, nieces, Connie 
(Neil) Greenwood and Mary 
Jo (Jim) Saulter, and other 
nieces, nephews, friends, and 
relatives.

Along with her parents 
and husband, she is preceded 
in death by her son, Jeffrey 
Knight; brother, Arthur Lynn 
Burchyett; infant brother, Paul 
Gene Burchyett.

A Graveside Service was 
held on Friday, May 2, 2025  
at Lindsey Cemetery in Mc-
Clure. Interment followed the 
graveside service.

Crain Funeral Home in 
Anna, Illinois is in charge of 
arrangements.

Leona Jeanette Knight

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
The morning worship ser-

vice was held at 10:35 a.m. 
on Sunday, May 4.

Announcements were giv-
en by Jessica Elkins. The 
worship service was led by 
Pastor Wright and the wor-
ship team. 

The message “Press On To-
ward The Goal” from Isaiah 
43:18-19, Philippians 3:13-
14, 2 Corinthians 5:17 was 
brought by Pastor Wright.

The evening service was 
held at 6 pm with the mes-
sage “Sola Scriptura (Scrip-
ture Alone) from 2 Timothy 
3:16, John 10:35, John 14:26, 
Matthew 4:4, 2 Peter 1:21, 
Matthew 19:4-5, Romans 3:2, 
brought by Pastor Wright.

Saturday, May 10
A Mother’s Day banquet 

will be held at 5 p.m. The 
cost is $2 per person with 
proceeds going towards Com-
passionate Needs (scholar-

ships available for the cost if 
needed). 

Sunday, May 11
Breakfast, 9 a.m. Sunday 

School, 9:30 a.m. Morning 
service, 10:35 a.m. 

Tuesday, May 13
NDI Board Meeting is 

scheduled for 6 p.m. Church 
Board Meeting to be held at 
7 p.m.

Wednesday, May 14
A Wednesday night service 

is planned at 6:30 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. A youth group 
meeting is planned at 6:30 
p.m. in the fellowship hall.

Sunday, May 18
Church potluck at 6 p.m. 

followed by the Annual 
Church Meeting.

The church can be contact-
ed by calling the church of-
fice at 833-6702 and leaving 
a message if necessary or by 
calling Pastor Wright at 618-
534-7103.

Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources notes upcoming activities

The Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, IDNR, is 
sharing information about 
events which are scheduled 
in May. More information 
about each event and activity 
can be found online at dnr.
illinois.gov.

May 6: Lottery applica-
tions for the fall turkey fire-
arm season were scheduled 
to be accepted starting May 6 
and continuing through July 
7 for Illinois residents. Appli-
cations can be done online.

May 15:  Applicat ions 
for urban and communi-
ty forestry grants will be 
accepted May 15 through 
June 30. This grant helps 
local governments with the 
development of urban and 
community forests. More 
can be found online.

May 17: 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Landscaping with native 
plants. Giant City State Park 
near Makanda. The presenta-
tion will introduce ideas for 
designing a landscaping plan 
that features Illinois native 
plants that nurture and feed 
native species.

May 17-23:  Nat iona l 
Boater Safety Week. The 
annual weeklong observance 
reminds boaters to brush 
up on boater safety skills 
and prepare for the boating 
season.

Throughout May: Safety 
education courses. IDNR 
offers hunter field days and 
hunter and boating safety 
courses. Visit the safety 
education class schedule on-
line for all upcoming safety 
education courses. 
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News from

Anna First Baptist Church
Anna First Baptist Church 

met for worship on Sunday, 
May 4 with our opening prayer, 
announcements and prayer 
over our prayer list.

The Call to Worship was 
on Our Lord’s Supper. “For as 
often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do show the 
Lord’s death till He come.” 
This Scripture was taken from 
1 Corinthians.

Our Worship Team led in “O 
Come to the Altar,” “I Surren-
der” and “Break Every Chain.”

Pastor Lupe’s sermon was 
titled “3 Woes,” continuing a 
study of the Book of Revela-

tion. Highlights of his sermon 
include the “Three Woes,” 
judgments announced in Rev-
elation 8 – 11 as part of the 
end-time events. They are 
introduced after the sounding 
of the fourth trumpet and in-
tensify the severity of God’s 
judgment on the earth. 

�7�K�H���À�U�V�W���Z�R�H�����5�H�Y�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q��������
1 – 12) unleashes demonic lo-
custs that torment unbelievers 
�I�R�U�� �À�Y�H�� �P�R�Q�W�K�V���� �7�K�H�� �V�H�F�R�Q�G��
�Z�R�H�� ���5�H�Y�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� ������ ������ �²�� ��������
involves four angels releas-
ing an army that kills a third 
of humanity. The third woe 
���5�H�Y�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����������������²�����������R�F�F�X�U�V��

with the seventh trumpet, sig-
�Q�L�I�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���À�Q�D�O���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G��
the coming of God’s kingdom. 

After our worship service, 
we shared together Our Lord’s 
Supper together as a Church 
Family, remembering what our 
Lord Jesus did on the Cross for 
each one of us.

Women’s Bible Study will 
be held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday. 

We continue to have our 
Mission Yard Sales on Fridays 
and Saturdays beginning at 
�����������D���P�����2�X�U���V�D�O�H�V���D�U�H���L�Q�V�L�G�H����
so please stop by and shop.

Our Sunday School starts at 
�����D���P�����R�Q���6�X�Q�G�D�\���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
is for all ages. Our Worship 
service and Children’s Church 
�E�H�J�L�Q�V���D�W���������������D���P��

Our Prayer Time begins at 

6 p.m. on Wednesday evening 
and our Youth Program begins 
�D�W�� ���������� �S���P���� �R�Q�� �:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\��
evening.

Our bus runs for all of these 
programs and services. Please 
�F�D�O�O���R�X�U���F�K�X�U�F�K���R�I�À�F�H���W�R���J�H�W���\�R�X�U��
name on a list to ride our bus.

First Baptist Church is locat-
�H�G���D�W�����������0�R�U�J�D�Q���6�W�����L�Q���$�Q�Q�D����
The church’s phone number is 
��������������������

The church’s Facebook page 
is Facebook.com/AnnaFirst-
BaptistChurch.

The church’s email is fbcan-
�Q�D�������#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P��

We invite you to any and all 
of our service.  Please feel free 
to come by and say hello.  We 
pray God will bless you and 
your family.  

VFW to hold adult prom fundraiser
The Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
���������� �D�Q�G�� �0�\�V�W�L�I�\�� �0�X�V�L�F���� �L�Q��
conjunction with the Center for 
Development & Civic Engage-
�P�H�Q�W�����&�'�&�(�������Z�L�O�O���E�H���K�R�V�W�L�Q�J��
an Adult Prom on Saturday, 
�0�D�\���������D�W���W�K�H���$�Q�Q�D���9�)�:���I�U�R�P��
6 to 11 p.m. The post is located 
�D�W���������9�)�:���/�Q�����Q�H�D�U���$�Q�Q�D����

There is no cover charge but 
donations for the CDCE will be 
accepted. The Center for Devel-
opment & Civic Engagement 
is located at the VA in Marion 
and helps veterans with their 
food and housing needs. They 
also provide household items, 
cleaning supplies and toiletries, 

as well as transportation to and 
from appointments. 

Please bring new household 
items, toiletries, non-perishable 
food, gifts cards, gas cards, etc, 
for donation. This event is open 
to the public and will be a great 
help to local veterans.

 Life’s Greatest Adventures 
Photography will be taking 
�S�U�R�P���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V���������S�K�R�W�R�V���I�R�U������������
The photographer has agreed 
�W�R���G�R�Q�D�W�H�����������R�I���K�H�U���S�U�R�F�H�H�G�V��
back to the veterans. 

�'�R�Q�·�W�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�� �3�U�R�P�� �R�X�W�À�W�"��
That’s ok. All are welcome to 
come out and enjoy the eve-
ning. Contributions are greatly 
appreciated. 


