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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

Deaconess Illinois Union 
County Hospital in Anna has 
partnered with the American 
Red Cross to collect essential 
items for those in Southern 
Illinois by the recent devastating 
tornadoes.

***
During National Public 

Works Week, which was May 
19-25, the City of Anna saluted 
its public works department. 
The city shared a message on 
social media celebrating “the 
incredible team behind the 
scenes who keep the City of 
Anna running smoothly – our 
Public Works Department… 
From maintaining our streets, 
water systems, parks, and 
facilities to responding to 
emergencies in all kinds of 
weather, our Public Works 
staff work tirelessly to serve 
our community with pride and 
dedication. Please join us in 
thanking these everyday heroes 
who help make Anna a cleaner, 
safer, and more connected place 
to live.”

***
Union County Ambulance 

Service was at Giant City State 
Park near Makanda providing 
medical support for last 
Saturday’s Red Cedar Trail 
Races.

***
Cobden High School student 

Mason Lyerla served on the 
Student Advisory Council 
for the Illinois State Board of 
Education this school year. 
Mason was also recently 
elected to serve as the president 
of Educators Rising Illinois for 
the 2025-26 school year. 

***
The 2024-2025 academic 

year is  wrapping up at 
Union County schools . 
Congratulations, once again, 
to all of this year’s graduates.

***
A variety of summer sports 

camps are planned at schools in 
the county.

***
Shawnee Communi ty 

College has announced an 
update to its strategic plan, 
which is a road map for the 
college's future. About 50 
people, including  faculty, 
staff, students and community 
members (educators, pastors, 
business owners and elected 
leaders;  among others), 
weighed in during a recent 
day-long session examining the 
college’s mission, vision and 
values. The college says that 
insights and ideas which were 
shared are helping to shape 
Shawnee Community College’s 
future and ensure it remains 
innovative, inclusive, learner-
centered and community-
engaged. The community is 
urged to look for updates.

***
Shawnee Communi ty 

College reports that significant 
renovations are underway to 
improve its campus for students, 
staff and the community. 
One of the key upgrades is in 
Building H and the lower level 
of Building K on the college’s 
main campus near Ullin, 
where crews are installing 
new, energy-efficient windows

(continued on page 2)

Memorial Day commemorated 
at events in Union County

Memorial Day was commemorated with the special events in Union County. The 
Memorial Day holiday was Monday, May 26. Events in Anna, Cobden and Alto Pass 
had good turnouts as the community honored those who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice in service to the nation.

The Alto Pass Area Veterans Memorial Organization conducted a Memorial Day 
ceremony early Saturday afternoon, May 24. The ceremony was held at the veterans 
memorial in downtown Alto Pass.

Veterans of Foreign Wars Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 hosted a Memorial Day 
service Monday morning, May 26.

County board meets Friday

Good news about audit; 
commercial solar energy 
project ordinance passed

An ordinance has been ap-
proved which sets guidelines 
for the development of com-
mercial solar energy projects 
in Union County.

The ordinance was ap-
proved at last week’s regular 
meeting of the Union County 
Board of Commissioners. The 
meeting was Friday morning, 
May 23, at the Union County 
Courthouse in Jonesboro.

Good News About Audit
The meeting also was high-

lighted by good news related 
to a county audit. The audit 
again was done by the Sikich 
firm and was for the county’s 
2024 fiscal year. The county’s 
fiscal year runs from Dec. 1 
to Nov. 30.  The firm also did 
an audit for the Union County 
circuit clerk’s office. Both 
audits were accepted.

The report showed that 
the county’s overall financial 
position showed a positive 
increase from the previous. 
For the third year in a row, 
the audit showed no findings 
for the county. County board 
chairman Max Miller voiced 
pride in that outcome, say-
ing that it is “something that 
Union County can be proud 
of.” He said the outcome 
reflected hard work by the 
commissioners, officehold-
ers, department heads and 
administrators. “…plus, we’re 
financially sound,” the board 
chairman noted.

Solar Project Ordinance
Extensive research and 

work went into the drafting of 
an ordinance for commercial 
solar energy facility siting in 
Union County. Union County 
State’s Attorney Tyler Tripp 
presented an overview of the 
ordinance, which took effect 
immediately, at Friday morn-
ing’s meeting. He said a team 
of county officials worked on 
drafting the ordinance.

Union County’s new ordi-
nance comes in response to 
growth in commercial solar 
energy projects. At this time, 
officials are not aware of any 
such projects that are formally 
on the drawing board for de-
velopment in the county. The 
purpose of the ordinance is to 
be prepared for such projects, 
no matter what size they may 
be. The county’s ordinance is 
similar to guidelines which are 
in place in other area counties.

The ordinance includes an 
application fee of $1,500 per 
megawatt of energy that such 
a project would generate. The 
fee goes up to a maximum of 
$200,000. A building permit 
fee also is in the ordinance. 
The fee is $5,000 per mega-
watt; the cost would be prorat-
ed down for smaller projects.

Guidelines are included for 
the construction and design 
of commercial projects, en-
vironmental concerns, insur-
ance and decommissioning 
of facilities. The ordinance 
also addresses the impact a 
project would have on local 
agriculture. The county also 
approved a road use agree-
ment for such projects.

With commercial solar en-
ergy projects having been 
addressed, next on the agenda 
is the drafting of guidelines 
for commercial wind farms.

In other business at Fri-
day’s meeting, a reminder 
was shared about plans for 
open house which scheduled 
at the Union County control 
program’s new building. The 
open house is planned from 
noon to 3 p.m. on June 21. 
The event will give the pub-
lic a chance to see the new 
building.

It was reported that the 
county highway department 
has six new trucks in oper-
ation.

Lady Wildcats win regional championship
The Anna-Jonesboro Community High School softball team have earned the title of Illinois High School Association regional softball 

champions for the second year in a row. The Lady Wildcats defeated Mt. Carmel by the score of 5-4 in the finals of tournament on Friday, May 
23 in Benton. A-J advances to the sectional tournament in Murphysboro and was scheduled to play Johnson City in the first round on Tuesday, 
May 27. The finals of the tournament are set to be held on Saturday, May 31. 

Anna project awarded state grant
The City of Anna has been 

awarded an Illinois Transpor-
tation Enhancement Program, 
ITEP, grant to construct a 
multi-use path along East Vi-
enna Street to Wal-Mart.

The city announced the 
awarding of the grant on so-
cial media. Complete details, 
including the amount of grant 
funding, are to be announced.

The city said the new path 

will provide a safe and acces-
sible route for pedestrians, cy-
clists and all of those who travel 
between Anna’s neighborhoods 
and key shopping areas. 

“It’s another step forward in 
making Anna more connected, 
walkable, and welcoming for 
everyone,” the city shared. 
“Stay tuned for updates as we 
move into the planning and 
construction phases.”
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(continued from page 1)
 and storefront systems. The 

improvements will enhance 
both the energy performance 
and safety of the facility. The 
college thanked the Illinois 
Green Economy Network for 
its generous grant of $100,000, 
which is helping make this 
important project possible. 

***
Shawnee Communi ty 

College’s Little Saints Book 
Club has received a grant of 
nearly $9,000 from the Dollar 
General Literacy Fund.

Memorial Day
A Memorial Day service was held Monday morning at the Cobden Cemetery. 

Memorial Day services have been held at the cemetery in the Union County village 
for many years.

Weather service: ‘insane amount of tornadoes’ in 2025

Tornadoes so far in 2025
The National Weather Service office in Paducah posted a map online which shows 

the number of tornadoes which had been observed in the region through May 22.

The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah reported 
that as of May 22, 54 tornadoes 
had touched down across the 
58-county forecast area it serves 
in Southern Illinois, Southeast 
Missouri, Western Kentucky 
and southwest Indiana.

“Our region has observed 
an insane amount of tornadoes 
this year, now ranking 3rd most 
for any year on record,” the 
weather service office reported 
on its website. “Over 550 miles 
of tornado tracks shattered the 
previous record for tornado 
miles in a single year. Nine 
EF-3’s is the most strong tor-
nadoes in a single year since 
1957. Here’s to hoping we 
don’t witness another tornado 
this year in our region!”

The most tornadoes which 
touched down during the same 
period were 79, which was re-
corded in 2011, and 59 in 2024.

As of May 22, a total of 
557.8 miles of tornado tracks 
had been recorded in the re-
gion, which the weather ser-
vice said shattered the annual 
record of 449.8 miles set in 
2011.

So far this year, the number 
of tornadoes, by state, included 
22 in Missouri, 16 in Illinois, 

11 in Kentucky and seven in 
Indiana. Two of the tornadoes 
cross into multiple states.

Nine EF-3-plus tornadoes 
which have touched down in 
the region this year are the 
most strong tornadoes since 

the weather service office in 
Paducah recorded 12 in 1957.

Only four EF-3 tornadoes 
had been recorded in a 10-year 
period from 2014 to 2023. 
“Now we’ve had 13 in the 
past 13 months (including 4 

in 2024,” the weather service 
reported.

The accompanying map 
shows that four tornadoes 
have touched down this year in 
Union County, including three 
EF-1s and one EF-0.

Twilight Series opens season 
with look at poultry production

Thirteen counties, 35 farms 
and 10 years of cultivating 
connections: these are the 
milestones of the Summer 
Twilight Series. Designed to 
bring together farmers, educa-
tors and community members, 
the series presented by Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension 
celebrates the innovation and 
diversity of local agriculture. 

Now in its 10th season, 
the 2025 program launched 
May 19 at The Flock Farm, 
the home of Southern Illi-
nois’ only poultry processing 
facility. The Flock Farm is 
located near Anna.

Operated by Brent Glays, 
The Flock Farm specializ-
es in pasture-raised lamb, 
pork and poultry. Glays 
began working as a meat 
and poultry inspector around 
the time he was starting his 
own homestead and small 
farm. During that time, he 
became connected with a 
Mennonite community that 
gifted him with five lambs, 
which quickly grew into a 
165-head herd. 

In 2018, they began to sell 
meat at the local farmer’s 
market, but with lamb being 
a seasonal animal, they need-
ed to supplement to keep 
the booth open year-round. 
Poultry was an easy choice, 
and it took off.

“There would be a line 

waiting for us at eight in the 
morning when we pulled into 
the market, and we would 
sell out,” said Glays.

The absence of a local 
poultry processing facility 
created a significant chal-
lenge in meeting demand. 
With the nearest option lo-
cated two and a half hours 
away in Kentucky, Glays was 
forced to make the lengthy 
round-trip each month to 
process 400 chickens. With 
the majority of their revenue 
consumed by processing 
costs, he recognized the 
need for a more sustainable 
solution.

Being a meat and poultry 
inspector by trade, Glays 
knew what was involved 
and how to go about it. His 
vision quickly became a re-
ality when he designed and 
built his own on-site poultry 
processing facility, which 
officially opened in 2024. 

Each month, the facility 
processes approximately 
200 chickens raised on the 
homestead, depending on 
hatch rates. Committed to 

sustainability and quali-
ty, Glays uses air chilling, 
avoiding chemical interven-
tions entirely, to maintain 
greater control over the final 
product. With an expanded 
USDA certification, Glays 
will soon be able to process 
poultry for other local pro-
ducers in Illinois, Missouri 
and Kentucky.

The Flock Farm’s on-site 
retail store showcases a va-
riety of local goods, from 
honey and milk to coffee, 
meat and plants, with each 
item reflecting the quality 
and care of regional produc-
ers. Store hours are sched-
ule from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Tuesdays through Fridays. 
The store is located at 460 
McDuffee Ln., off new U.S. 
Route 51, just north of Anna. 

The remaining twilight 
mee t ings  fo r  2025  a re 
scheduled feature a differ-
ent farm or direct-market 
outlet, showcasing a range 
of production methods and 
marketing strategies. Each 
session includes time for 
networking, helping local 
entrepreneurs build valuable 
partnerships and strengthen-
ing regional food systems. 

More information, in-
cluding registration for the 
free programs, can be found 
online at go.illinois.edu/
twilightseries or by calling 
618-695-2441.

Bills addressing Illinois 
deer population approved

Legislation sponsored 
by State Sen. Dale Fowler, 
R-Harrisburg, aimed at giv-
ing hunters more freedom 
to address the growing deer 
population in Illinois has 
officially cleared both cham-
bers of the Illinois General 
Assembly with unanimous 
support.

“These proposals are the 
result of feedback and con-
versations with constituents, 
including landowners, hunt-
ers, and farmers, who are 
seeing the costly effects of 
the growing deer population 
in their communities,” Fowl-
er said in a news release on 
May 22. “This legislation 
provides common-sense tools 
to manage that growth while 
ensuring taxpayer resources 
are used more efficiently.”

House Bill 2339 requires 

the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources to end its 
sharpshooting program used 
to manage chronic wasting 
disease if no cases have been 
detected in the previous three 
calendar years.

“By eliminating the use of 
sharpshooting in areas with 
no recent disease activity, the 
hope is to reduce unnecessary 
government intervention and 
give more control to local 
hunters and landowners,” 
Fowler said.

House Bill 2340 makes 
Landowner Deer Permits 
more accessible in coun-
ties where chronic wasting 
disease has been identified. 
Under the legislation, per-
mits will be issued free of 
charge to Illinois residents 
who own at least 20 acres of 
land, resident tenants who 

farm at least 20 acres of com-
mercial agricultural land, and 
individuals with qualifying 
ownership interests in that 
land. This change helps those 
who are directly impacted by 
deer overpopulation to better 
manage the growing issue 
in the area and protect their 
property.

Fowler said both pieces 
of legislation are focused 
on improving local control, 
supporting responsible con-
servation efforts and pro-
tecting landowners and local 
farmers.

“These bills not only give 
hunters more flexibility but 
also ensure landowners have 
better avenues to help man-
age deer populations,” added 
Fowler.

Both bills were awaiting 
the governor’s signature.

Local farm hosts event
The Flock Farm near Anna hosted the opening event 

for this year’s Summer Twilight Series in Southern 
Illinois. University of Illinois Extension photo.

Weather
High 80, low 45;
0.96 of an inch of rain
Temperatures ranged from 

a high of 80 degrees to a low 
of 45 during the period of May 
20-26 in the Union County 
area. Precipitation totaled 0.96 
of an inch of rain.

Following are highlights for 
the period as recorded by local 
weather observer Dana Cross 
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, May 20: high 80, 
low 63. 0.51 of an inch of rain.

Wednesday, May 21: high 
77, low 57. 

Thursday, May 22: high 74, 
low 52.

Friday, May 23: high 71, 
low 45.

Saturday, May 24: high 72, 
low 52. 

Sunday, May 25: high 65, 
low 54. 0.45 of an inch of rain.  

Monday, May 26: high 72, 
low 58.

Anna seeks 
to hire new 
police chief

The City of Anna is in the 
process of hiring a new chief 
of police. Police chief Bryan 
Watkins retired in May. Brent 
Sims is serving as the acting 
police chief.

In a posting on social me-
dia, the city stated that it “is 
seeking a highly motivated, 
experienced, and communi-
ty-focused law enforcement 
professional to lead the Anna 
Police Department as our 
next Chief of Police. We are 
looking for a proven leader 
who values integrity, transpar-
ency, and strong community 
relationships to help guide our 
department into the future.”

The city that the chief of 
police “will oversee daily 
operations, strategic planning, 
and departmental leadership, 
while fostering a safe and 
welcoming environment for 
all residents of Anna.”

A deadline of June 20 has 
been set to apply for the job.

A full job description, along 
with the opportunity to apply 
for the job, can be found on 
the city’s website at cityofan-
na.org.



Trip to Crab Orchard
Kindergarten students from the Jonesboro School District recently attended a grant-

funded field trip to Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge. Kindergarten teachers Mellissa 
Ellis and Susan Ramsey were awarded grant funding through the Illinois Biodiversity 
Field Trip Grant sponsored by the Illinois Department of National Resources. The students 
enjoyed the fun activities in the new Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge Visitors Center.

A-J softball team wins regional title, 
advance to sectional tournament

The Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School softball 
team finished first in the Illi-
nois High School Association 
regional softball tournament, 
earning the title of regional 
champions for the second year 
in a row. 

The tournament was held 
last week in Benton, with A-J 
scoring decisive wins over 
Hamilton County and Mt. 
Carmel. 

A-J 5, Hamilton County 2
After a bye in the first round, 

the Lady Wildcats picked up 
a 5-2 win against Hamilton 
County from McLeansboro 
on Wednesday, May 21. A-J 
went ahead 2-1 after the first 
inning and held on to the lead 

through the end of the game.  
Pitcher Ruby Yates had a 

big game at the plate as well as 
on the mound, earning 2 RBIs 
off of a double. Kansas Craig 
continued her strong season 
with a 3-for-4 performance 
with 1 RBI and 2 runs off of 
2 doubles. 

Ariana Turner was 1-for-2 
with 1 RBI, and freshman 
Molly Roach was 2-for-3 with 
1 run and 1 stolen base. 

Ruby Yates picked up the 
post-season win, pitching 7 
innings and allowing only 1 
earned run off of 3 hits and 0 
walks with 7 strikeouts. 

A-J 5, Mt. Carmel 4
The Wildcats faced off 

against Mt. Carmel in the 

finals of the tournament on 
Friday, May 23. After a 5th in-
ning rally by the Golden Aces, 
the score was 4-4 heading into 
the bottom of the 7th inning. 

Kansas Craig batted in 3 
runs for A-J, hitting 1-for-3 
for the game. 

Jayci Needling was 2-for-4 
for the day. Ariana Turner was 
1-for-3 and Ruby Yates was 
1-for-2 in the win. 

The Lady Wildcats have 
advanced to the Murphysboro 
sectional tournament where 
they were scheduled to face 
Johnson City in the first round 
on Tuesday, May 27. 

The finals of the tournament 
are scheduled for 12 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 31. 

Shawnee Students of the quarter 
The Shawnee School District at Wolf Lake honored the Students of the Quarter for 

the third and fourth quarters of the school year at the May 20 meeting of the Board 
of Education. These students were selected for this honor for academic excellence, 
citizenship and attendance. They received a certificate and $25 from First Southern 
Bank of Grand Tower.

Students of the Third Quarter
Front row, from left, Archer Davis (kindergarten) and Landon Ford (4th grade). Back 

row, from left, Eliza Ford (9th grade), Board President Trenton Colyer, Malorie Buskohl 
(6th grade) and Carlie Chapman (7th grade). Not pictured: Haleigh Charles (10th grade).

Students of the Fourth Quarter
From left, Gracelynn Bigham (8th grade), Makena Fowler, (4th grade) Milam Wilson 

(1st grade), Board President Trenton Colyer and Jackson Weber (6th grade). Not 
pictured: Kyler Jewell (10th grade) and Daisy Taylor (11th grade). 

Beta students Lindyn Eudy and 
Kynlee Needling give a laundry bag filled 
with clean clothes to Nurse Jackie Plott 
to return to a student.

Beta students Lindyn Eudy, Smith 
Wilson, and Kynlee Needling fold clean 
clothes.

Jonesboro School's Beta Club creates 
clothes-cleaning service for students

Beta Club students at Jones-
boro School are getting their 
hands “clean” by washing 
clothes for students in need. 

“Wash and Learn” is the 
year-long service project for 
several Jonesboro School 
Beta members. Students were 
surprised when they learned 
from their research that it is 
common for 1 in 5 school kids 
to not have access to clean 
clothes on a regular basis. 

With the nearest laundro-
mat being over three miles 
away on the other side of 
Anna, Beta Club students 
knew that they needed to find 
a solution to the problem that 
so many students face each 
day, especially for those who 
don’t have transportation to 
the laundromat.

The school already had a 
washing machine and a dryer. 
After getting approval from 

the administration, the club 
looked for resources to fund 
the laundry bags, laundry 
soap, and dryer sheets. The 
group’s sponsor, Mrs. Pamela 
Turner, wrote a grant through 
the Illinois Education Asso-
ciation (IEA) to cover those 
costs. It was fully funded.

Working with the school’s 
nurse, Jackie Plott, students 
made flyers and got the word 
out about the free laundry 
service for students. 

To use the service, stu-
dents go to Nurse Jackie to 
pick up a backpack laundry 
bag. Students return the filled 
bag with dirty laundry to the 
nurse. The nurse lets the Beta 
sponsor know when laundry 
is dropped off. 

Beta students wash and dry 
the laundry during breaks in 
the school day. It is the goal to 
return the clean laundry to the 

nurse by the next school day. 
Students do not know who’s 
laundry they are washing. The 
nurse returns the clean laundry 
to the student.

As the year progressed, 
more students took advantage 
of Beta’s laundry service. It 
is hoped that the service can 
continue next year, as long 
as there is still funding for 
laundry soap and dryer sheets. 

It wasn’t only students who 
got to use the service. When 
the ice storm left some staff 
members without electricity 
for several days, Beta Club 
was happy to do laundry for 
them as well.

Eighth grade Beta students 
who mainly helped with the 
service project are: Kyn-
lee Needling, Smith Wilson, 
Kylie Dillow, Lindyn Eudy, 
Alli Leek, Trent Miller and 
Hayden Lewis.

Jonesboro School students 
recognized in short story contest

Contest winners
Two students from Jonesboro School earned 

recognition at the Short Story Spring Celebration. 
Jayden Benefield (left) placed second amongst sixth 
graders and and RaeAnne Turner (right) earned first 
place for the seventh grade

Young authors were recently 
recognized at the  Short  Sto-
ry Spring Celebration held at 
the Carbondale Public Works 
Center on April 24. 

The  Short  Story  Writ-
ing Contest was sponsored by 
the Southern Illinois Reading 
Council, which is the local 
chapter of the Illinois Reading 
Council. 

All students in grades second 
through eighth in the southern 
16 counties of Illinois were 
invited to participate. 

The top three stories in each 
grade level were honored at the 
banquet. The winning story in 
each grade was read by the 
student author. 

All winning  students  re-
ceived a certificate, a Barnes 
and Noble gift card and a year-
book of all of the winning 
stories. 

A record number of stories 
were entered in the 2025 con-
test. 

From Jonesboro School Dis-
trict, seventh grader RaeAnne 
Turner received first place, and 
Jayden Benefield received sec-
ond place in sixth grade.  

English teacher Mrs. Pamela 
Turner submitted their stories 
for the contest.

Flag Retirement Ceremony Planned
American Legion Post 178 

in Villa Ridge invites the public 
to its annual flag retirement 
ceremony on Saturday, June 
14 at 4 p.m. 

This year, the program 
wil l  also recognize the 
semiquincentennial (250th 
anniversary) of the United 
States Army, founded June 
14, 1775.

The U.S. Flag Code states 
that, “The flag, when it is in 
such condition that it is no 
longer a fitting emblem for 
display, should be destroyed 

in a dignified way, preferably 
by burning.” 

Flags sometimes can be 
rejuvenated by machine 
washing in a mild detergent in 
cold water to remove dirt, or 
by mending tattered or frayed 
ends. The decision to retire an 
old flag is left to the individual 
who is displaying it.

The Post collects retired 
flags throughout the year in 
drop boxes located at Honey’s 
Tire Center in Ullin, the Pulaski 
County Sheriff’s Office in 
Mound City and at the Legion 

Hall in Villa Ridge. 
Old flags may be given to 

any member of the American 
Legion or Auxiliary, or brought 
to the retirement ceremony for 
proper disposal. Flags will be 
burned in a specially prepared 
area, and the ashes buried.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  b r i e f 
program, the Auxiliary will 
serve homemade ice cream and 
cake. The American Legion 
Hall is located at 1853 Olmsted 
Road, Villa Ridge, Illinois. 
The event is free and open to 
the public.
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