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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

Happy Valentine’s Day to 
all of our readers. The “big 
day” is Friday, Feb. 14.

***
WIBH Radio in Anna has 

wrapped up its 14th annual 
New Coats, New Hope Cam-
paign. The new coats were 
delivered to their distribu-
tion sites in early February. 
Through a partnership with 
Operation Warm, a non-profit 
organization, the WIBH fund-
raiser collected over $7,000. 
With the addition of shipping 
costs covered by Shipping 
Saint of Anna, the radio sta-
tion purchased a total of 348 
coats for area children in need 
in Southern Illinois. More on 
this to come.

***
Various ailments, including 

flu and COVID, continue to 
circulate in the area.

***
Cobden High School’s 2025 

homecoming royalty includes 
queen Mackenzie Jackson and 
king Randy Calderon.

***
Cobden School District’s  

Hall of Fame inductees for 
Saturday, Feb. 8, included 
Dick Ruggles, Ronald “Doc” 
Casper and Wayne Witthoft. 
Due to cancellation of a home-
coming ballgame, Cobden 
High School’s 2015 baseball 
team will be inducted into the 
hall of fame next season.

***
Seniors in Anna-Jonesboro 

Community High School’s  
Advanced English program 
continue to excel in the Ad-
vanced Placement Literature 
and Composition test. Stu-
dents who pass the AP test 
can also earn free college 
credit. A-JCHS shared on 
social media that the students’ 
success “is a testament to the 
dedication of A-J’s incredible 
English teachers, who have 
worked hard to create an ac-
cessible and effective curric-
ulum that empowers students 
to thrive. Their efforts are 
paying off, and our students 
are achieving great things.”

***
A-JCHS yearbooks are on 

sale.
***

Anna School District 37 an-
nounced on social media that 
new security measures went 
into effect on Feb. 4.

***
Anna School District is 

hosting a Father/Daughter...
Mother/Son Dance for grades 
pre-K through 4 Friday eve-
ning, Feb. 14, and a Valen-
tine’s Day Dance for grades 
5 through 8 on Saturday, Feb. 
15. Sponsors include the Anna 
District 37 PTO, the Beta Club 
and the Student Council.

***  
Kindergarten students in 

Anna School District 37 cele-
brated the 100th day of school 
on Feb. 10.

***
“Appleknockers  Take 

Broadway,” a “Wendy Ron-
na Original Production,” 
is planned Friday evening, 
March 21, in Cobden High 
School’s new gymnasium.

***
(continued on page 2)

Masquerade gala
Union County Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development hosted its tenth annual Chamber Awards 

Gala on Saturday night, Feb. 8. The event took place at the Havisham House in Alto Pass. This year’s theme for 
the event was a masquerade ball, with many of those in attendance wearing classic Venetian carnival masks 
as part of the festivities. Catering for the event was provided by Culinary Fire Fine Catering from Buncombe. 
Entertainment was provided by Diamond Dog. 

The chamber announced its annual award winners at the gala. Melanie Smith of the Union County CEO program 
was named citizen of the year. Honey Heist Mead Co. was honored as the best new business. Dodd Architects 
was recognized as business improvement of the  year. Business of the year honors went to Deaconess Hospital. 
Photo by Benjamin Marxer.

Community art 
project revisited by
Anna City Council

Concrete pillars once used by the railroad stand along 
East Vienna Street in Anna. 

Dyno Nobel completes major 
solar project in Wolf Lake

Dyno Nobel, a global leader 
in commercial explosives, has 
completed construction on a 
$1.7 million ground-mounted 
solar array at its Wolf Lake, 
Illinois, facility. 

Dyno Nobel shared in a 
news release posted on its 
website that the project marks 
a significant step in the com-
pany’s ongoing commitment 
to sustainability, reducing 
greenhouse gas, GHG, emis-
sions and increasing the use 
of renewable energy across its 
global footprint.

The Wolf Lake solar project 
began in 2023 and began gen-
erating electricity in January 
2025. 

The project is expected to 
generate more than 500kW 
of renewable energy annually, 
representing nearly 45 per-
cenet of the facility’s current 
electrical demand and avoid 
approximately 320 metric 
tCO2e annually. 

The anticipated reduction 
in purchased grid electricity 
will reduce operating costs 
by more than US$100,000 
annually.

At a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony with key stakeholders 
on Jan. 21, Incitec Pivot Lim-
ited, IPL, CEO and managing 
director Mauro Neves said, 

“The Wolf Lake solar project 
is a testament to our ongoing 
investment in sustainability 
and reliability across our 
global operations. The Wolf 
Lake facility is a leader in our 
portfolio for its commitment 
to implementing innovative 
solutions that deliver benefits 
to our customers, employees 
and the region. I’m excited 
to see this project power the 
future of this site.”

Dyno Nobel Americas pres-
ident Greg Hayne also cele-
brated the achievement and 
highlighted the expertise of 
the local team in Wolf Lake, 
saying, “This celebration is 
twofold – not only are we cel-
ebrating our team’s dedication 
to environmental steward-
ship, but also the incredible 
expertise and work to realize 
this project by the Wolf Lake 
team. Their efforts will serve 
as a benchmark for future 
initiatives within Dyno Nobel, 
and we’re proud to celebrate 
this achievement with them 
today.”

The Dyno Nobel facility 
at Wolf Lake manufactures 
non-electric detonators and 
cast boosters and is a key 
distribution center, providing 
the products to hundreds of 
domestic and international 

customers.
The facility sits on 456 

acres of land and employs 105 
people. It has been recognized 
by the Illinois Historical So-
ciety as a Centennial business 
and recently celebrated 100 
years of operations in Septem-
ber 2024 with a small banquet 
and dedicated restoration of 
an Atlas era tram truck that 
used a small gauge track to 
move materials around the 
grounds. 

The Dyno Nobel team at 
Wolf Lake also assembled 
a time capsule with various 
items including safety equip-
ment, business cards and 
photos to be opened in 2054.

The Wolf Lake solar array 
project is one of several decar-
bonization projects providing 
IPL with a pathway to a 30 
percent operational GHG re-
duction by 2030, supporting 
the company’s ambition to be 
Net Zero by 2050 or sooner.

An ASX100 company, IPL 
has two industry leading busi-
nesses, Dyno Nobel based in 
the Americas, Asia Pacific 
and Europe, Middle East 
and Africa (EMEA) regions 
and Incitec Pivot Fertilisers 
(IPF), a leading integrated 
manufacturer and distributor 

(continued on page 2)

Zack Rowatt, representing the Shawnee Hills Arts 
Council, shared drawings of a proposed beautification 
project last week with Anna city officials.

Plans for a proposed commu-
nity art beautification project 
were again discussed at last 
week’s regular meeting of the 
Anna City Council.

The meeting was Tuesday 
evening, Feb. 4, at Anna City 
Hall.

The proposed project had 
been presented at a previous 
city council meeting. 

The project involves the 
possible creation of art work 
on 13 concrete pillars which 
are located along East Vienna 
Street and railroad tracks not far 
from downtown Anna.

Shawnee Hills Arts Council 
representative Zack Rowatt 
introduced the project to city 
officials at a recent council 
meeting. Rowatt was in at-
tendance at the council’s Feb. 
4 meeting to share drawings 
which depicted what might be 
done with the pillars.

The pillars are located on 
railroad property. At one time, 
the pillars were reported to have 
been part of a system which 
provided water for steam-pow-
ered locomotives used in the 
railroad transportation system.

While the proposed project is 
in its early stages, city officials 
have voiced their support to 
move forward.

“I truly appreciate the idea,” 
Mayor Steve Hartline said. “I 
think it’s a great idea.”

Rowatt noted that the arts 
council is open to suggestions 
regarding the project.

Other business discussed at 
the Feb. 4 meeting included:

Festivals and other special 
events planned in Anna during 
2025 were highlighted. The 
schedule includes:

The Annabelle Festival, 
scheduled for Saturday, June 
14.

Independence Day activities 
on Friday, July 4, at the Anna 

City Park.
ColorFest, scheduled for 

Saturday, Oct. 11.
Christmas in Downtown 

Anna, set for Saturday, Nov. 29.
Downtown block parties, 

which are planned Friday, June 
20; Friday, July 18; and Friday, 
Aug. 15.

Work continues to draft the 
city’s Fiscal Year 2025-2026 
budget. The city’s new fiscal 
year begins May 1. 

The city will pursue es-
tablishing guidelines for 
ground-mounted solar energy 
arrays.

A dedication and ribbon cutting were held recently for a new solar at Dyno Nobel 
Wolf Lake. Among those who were on hand for the dedication and ribbon cutting 
were the following, as provided by Dyno Nobel: holding the ribbon, Mauro Neves (MD 
and CEO), cutting ribbon: Annette Myers (NONEL operator)/Jason Hacker (booster 
operator), holding ribbon: and Johnny Miller (GMO Wolf Lake).

Also among those in attendance were were Max Miller (Union County Board of 
Commissioners chairman); Ben Wampler (electronics technician), Kevin McNeill 
(VP, HSEOE), Scott Bell (senior VP legal and business affairs), Todd Meunier (VP 
manufacturing), Carl Earnhart (Wolf Lake operations manager), Mitchell Holshouser 
(booster operator), Nathan Lichtenegger (booster operator), Clayton Smith (booster 
operator), Hunter Smith (booster operator) Brian Chapman (booster operator), 
Jim Homco (energy souring manager DNA), Larry Smith (booster Operator), Chad 
Dougherty (booster operator), Greg Hayne (president DNA), Johnny Miller (GMO Wolf 
Lake), Mauro Neves (MD and CEO), Todd Meunier (VP manufacturing DNA), Scott 
Couch (Wolf Lake NONEL lean process engineer and supervisor), Mark Dry (Wolf 
Lake maintenance and facilities manager).
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(continued from page 1)
Stacy Simpson, coordina-

tor of Shawnee Community 
College’s Johnson County 
Extension Center, recently 
celebrated 10 years at the 
college.

***
South Pass Supper and 

Club on North Front Street in 
downtown Cobden and Stin-
son Memorial Public Library 
District’s Cobden branch are 
partners in a “Pizza & Movie 
Night” pop-up library video 
store event which is planned 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, today.

***
Due to uncertain weather 

and widespread illness in the 
region, the SouthernTECH 
2025: Advancing SIU Re-
search, Building Businesses, 
Igniting Smart Growth” con-
ference, originally scheduled 
for Feb. 11 at Southern Illi-
nois University Carbondale, 
has been postponed until 
March 4.  www.ready.gov/
earthquakes.

***
The Illinois Department of 

Public Health is focusing on 
heart health during Ameri-
can Heart Month in Febru-
ary. The annual observance 
serves as a reminder to the 
public about the dangers of 
cardiovascular disease and 
the resources that are avail-
able to help people maintain 
heart health.

News Notes

Dyno Nobel Wolf Lake hosts dedication,
ribbon cutting for solar project

A dedication and ribbon cutting were held recently for a new solar at Dyno Nobel 
Wolf Lake. The folks at the plant celebrated the completion of the new renewable 
energy project. Company officials, local leaders and community members gathered 
to celebrate the milestone. Photos from the landmark event were taken by Julia 
Rendleman/AP Content Services for Dyno Nobel and Jessica Pearson with Dyno 
Nobel. 

(continued from page 1)
 of fertilisers across the 

east coast of Australia. 
IPL is an international 

business with world-scale 
explosives and fertilizer 
manufacturing, leading tech-
nology solutions, marketing 
and servicing operations. 

Dyno Nobel is an industry 
leader in blasting technolo-
gy, commercial explosives 

and blasting services. 
With a history dating back 

to the pioneering work of 
Alfred Nobel, Dyno Nobel 
was founded on the princi-
ples of innovation, safety 
and excellence.

Dyno Nobel has a strong 
presence across six conti-
nents, including a global 
network of manufacturing 
facilities and distribution 

channels and delivers reli-
able, efficient and sustain-
able solutions to customers 
across industries including 
mining, quarry and construc-
tion and oil and gas. The 
company’s world-class peo-
ple include some of the most 
highly recognised and expe-
rienced blasting technology 
engineers and blasters in the 
industry.

Weather
High 58, low 24;
0.34 of an inch of rain

Temperatures ranged from 
a high of 58 degrees to a low 
of 24 during the period of 
Feb. 4-10 in Union County.

Precipitation for the period 
totaled 0.34 of an inch.

Following are highlights 
for the period as recorded by 
weather observer Dana Cross 
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Feb. 4: high 52, 
low 38.

Wednesday, Feb. 5: high 
55, low 38. 

Thursday, Feb. 6: high 
58, low 37. 0.10 of an inch 
of rain.

Friday, Feb. 7: high 40, low 
35. 0.16 of an inch of rain.

Saturday, Feb. 8: high 54, 
low 34. 0.03 of an inch of 
rain.

Sunday, Feb. 9: high 37, 
low 29. 

Monday, Feb. 10: high 45, 
low 24.

Black directors’
film screening
set at Anna library

A silent film screening fea-
turing two short films by Black 
directors and a silent feature 
film by Black filmmaker Oscar 
Micheaux, a native Illinoisan, is 
planned Feb. 15 at Stinson Me-
morial Public Library in Anna.

The screening is scheduled 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
auditorium at the library, which 
is located at 409 S. Main St. in 
Anna.

A-J ACES
team second
at regional

Anna-Jonesboro Communi-
ty High School’s ACES team 
took second place in its divi-
sion at recent regional compe-
tition at Shawnee Community 
College near Ullin.

Individual medalists for 
A-JCHS included:

Cash Hodges, second in 
math. Lucas Salazar, third in 
math.

TJ Taylor, first in biology, 
second in chemistry. Connor 
Richardson, third in English 
and biology.

Adam Clark, third in chem-
istry. Drue Teske, third in 
physics.

Community prayer walk held in Cobden
The Cobden community came together last Saturday morning for a prayer walk which was held as a sign of 

healing and hope during a time of sorrow. The prayer walk was held at Cobden High School, which is mourning the 
recent passing of a student. Those who gathered for the walk were joined by faith leaders who led those present 
in prayer. On a wet Saturday morning, the walk was held indoors, with participants walking through halls of the 
school building. The walk ended in the lobby of the high school gymnasium, where “Amazing Grace” was sung 
as a sign of unity and more prayers were shared. Prayers were said on Saturday morning for students, friends, 
families and the school’s faculty and staff. The Cobden School District has received support from throughout 
the area during its time of loss.

Arts council, PAST to host
Civil War Weekend events

Shawnee Hills Arts Council 
and the PAST organization of 
Union County are planning to 
host a Civil War Weekend Feb. 
21-22 in Anna.

The weekend will focus on 
what can be learned today from 
the lessons of America’s Civil 
War, which was fought from 
1861 to 1865.

A wide range of activities 
are planned at the Shawnee 
Hills Arts Council during the 
weekend. The arts council is 
located along West Davie Street 
in Anna. The schedule follows:

Blue and Gray Dinner
A Blue and Gray Dinner is 

planned at 6 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
21.

Guest speaker is scheduled 
to be Norma Lee Hackney, 
Ph.D., who plans to to discuss 
“Four Spies” who changed the 
course of various events during 
the Civil War.  

Hackney noted that the Four 
Spies “had an insatiable appetite 
for life, action and excitement. 
Oddly enough, these spies were 
overlooked by historians.”  

At 6:50 p.m., those attending 
the dinner will be invited to go 
next door to attend a presen-
tation by award winning folk 
musician and folklorist Chris 
Vallillo.

Dinner will be catered by the 
South Pass Supper Club. Menu 
choices are rabbit pot pie, bison 
pot pie or veggie pot pie with 
salad, drinks and dessert. The 
dinner is a fund-raiser for the 
arts council.

Dinner tickets are $25 each. 

Those who would like to attend 
are asked to RSVP by no later 
than Feb. 18 by calling Lee 
Hackney at 904-625-1109 or 
emailing vabchlee@gmail.
com. Those who RSVP will 
be asked to give their pot pie 
menu choice. 

Friday Night Presentation
“Songs of the Illinois Free-

dom Road” will be presented 
at 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 21, by 
Chris Vallillo.  

He brings the music and 
the stories of the Underground 
Railroad in Illinois to life in 
a show featuring first person 
accounts of Freedom Seekers, 
as well as performances and in-
sights into the music that drove 
this historic movement.

Admission is free and open 
to the community. 

Saturday’s Schedule; 
Guest Speakers

Speakers and exhibits are 
planned from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb 22.

Exhibits include a walk-
through exhibit, “Journey to 
Freedom – Illinois’ Under-
ground Railroad.” 

Picture and story panels tell 
the known history of the Un-
derground Railroad in Illinois. 

The exhibit was created by 
the Looking for Lincoln orga-
nization in Springfield

Speakers and exhibits are all 
free and everyone is invited. 

The following presentations 
by guest speakers are sched-
uled:

9 a.m., “Lincoln’s Brown 
Water Navy” on America’s 

western rivers by Eddie Price, 
a retired history teacher and 
award-winning author. 

10:15 a.m., a historical nar-
rative of the soldiers from 
Johnson County in Southern 
Illinois by Ed and Diane An-
nable, award winning authors.  

The presentation will high-
light battles in which the sol-
diers fought, the “March to the 
Sea” with Gen. Sherman and 
the march in the Grand Review 
in Washington, D.C. 

11:30 a.m., The Presump-
tion of Freedom: The Illinois 
Supreme Court and the Fate 
of Slavery in the Prairie State 
by Dr. Sam Wheeler, director 
of history programs, Illinois 
Supreme Court Historic Pres-
ervation Commission. Illinois 
entered the Union as a free state 
in 1818, but slavery continued 
to exist within its borders for 
decades. 

1 p.m., Harriet Tubman, por-
trayed by historical reenactor 
Marlene Rivero. After escaping 
slavery, Harriet Tubman used 
the Underground Railroad to 
rescue enslaved people. 

Lunch
Lunch will be available start-

ing at 11 a.m. The menu will 
include barbeque, chips and a 
drink for $9 or a hot dog, chips 
and a drink for $7.

More Information
More information about the 

Civil War Weekend is available 
by contacting Lee Hackney by 
email at vabchlee@gmail.com 
or  by phone at cell 1-904-625-
1109. 

County under winter
weather advisory early
Tuesday; light snow falls

An unsettled weather pat-
tern was expected in the re-
gion this week.

That pattern included a win-
ter weather advisory which 
was issued Monday afternoon.

The advisory was issued by 
the National Weather Service 
office in Paducah.

Areas included in advisory 
were portions of Southern 
Illinois, Southeast Missouri 
and Western Kentucky.

The advisory was in ef-
fect from midnight Monday 
through noon Tuesday.

The weather service ad-
vised that mixed precipitation 
was expected in the area cov-
ered by the advisory.

Total snow accumulations 
up to two inches and ice accu-
mulations around a light glaze 
were in the forecast.

Those living in the area 
covered by the advisory 
were advised to plan on 
slippery road conditions. 
The hazardous conditions 
could have had an impact 
on the Tuesday morning and 
evening commutes.

A light dusting of snow 
was on the ground Tuesday 
morning in the area.

The weather service re-
ported that another weather 
system was set to arrive for 
Wednesday into Wednesday 
night. 

As of Monday afternoon, 
forecast models were trend-
ing slightly warmer, limit-
ing mixing of wintry pre-
cipitation to the farthest 
northwestern portions of the 
region. “Most areas will see 
plain rain with this system,” 
the weather service said.

Another round of rain 
and some mixed precipita-
tion was in the forecast for 
Wednesday into Wednesday 
night. 

Over parts of the Ozark 
Foothills into southwest 
Illinois, light accumulations 
of sleet and freezing rain 
may have led to some travel 
impacts early Wednesday 
morning.

Seven day rainfall totals 
of one to four inches will 
lead to the potential of both 
areal and river flooding de-
veloping, especially late this 
week, the weather service 
advised

Southern 7 holds 
pop-up flu 
vaccine clinic

On Feb. 5, Southern 7 
Health Department held a 
pop-up flu vaccine clinic at 
Shawnee Community Col-
lege’s Union County Exten-
sion Center in Anna.

The clinic was held in re-
sponse to the increased rates 
of flu cases in Illinois and the 
surrounding region in recent 
weeks. 

Anyone 18 and older could 
get a flu shot and a COVID 
booster without an appoint-
ment. 

Those still wanting a flu 
and/or COVID shot are in-
vited to contact Southern 7 
Health Department or their 
local healthcare provider to 
make arrangements. 

River to River
Trail Society
hike planned

A River to River Trail 
Society public hike is an-
nounced its first public hike 
of the 2025 spring hiking 
season for Saturday, March 
1 at 1000 Drips in Pope 
County.

The hike is free and open 
to the public. This will be a 
thru-hike of moderate dif-
ficulty 4.4 miles in length, 
with 3.5 hours of hiking 
time. 

The leader of the hike can 
be reached at  618-384-1321 
for more information. 

Hikers are asked to meet at 
10 a.m. at the Indian Kitchen 
Trailhead.

The trail society said the 
hike is intended for people in 
good health who have done 
some hiking. 

Hiking sticks and boots 
or sturdy shoes are recom-
mended. Hikers should bring 
their own water and snacks. 
Hikers are asked to not bring 
dogs.

More information, includ-
ing driving instructions to 
the meeting area, can be 
found online at the River to 
River Trail Society’s website 
at www.rivertorivertrail.net



Change notice below is a correction to 
published statements on January 23, 2025. 
NOTICE OF 2024 ASSESSMENT CHANGES   

   The following is a list of all real estate assess-
ment changes for townships 11-1W, 11-2W, 11-3W, 
11-4W, 12-1W, 12-2W, 12-3W, 12-4W, 13-2W and 
13-3W.  Real estate assessment changes for the 
remaining Townships of 11-1E, 12-1E, 13-1E and 
13-1W are located in the Quadrennial Reassess-
ment Publication. All assessed values are subject to 
revision by the Union County Board of Review, as 
well as by local and state equalization.
   This publication is made in accordance with sec-
tion 12-10 of the Property Tax Code and serves as 
public notice to property owners that the median 
level of assessment in Union county for the 2024 
tax year payable in 2025 is 30.75% based on three 
years of sales transactions from 2021-2023. The 
statutory median level is 33.33% of fair market val-
ue for all property other than farmland.
   In accordance with section 9-210 and section 10-
115 of the property tax code, an equalization factor 
of 1.08 has been applied to bring assessments to 
the statutorily required three -year median level of 
33.33%  for the townships of 11-1E, 11-1W, 11-2W, 
11-3W, 11-4W, 12-1E, 12-1W, 12-2W, 12-3W, 12-
4W, 13-1E, 13-1W, 13-2W and 13-3W as follows:
 Farm Land    1.0000
 Farm Improvement  1.0000
 Non-Farm Land  1.0800
 Non-Farm Improvements   1.0800
    You may check the accuracy of your non-farm 
assessment by dividing your non-farm assessment 
by the median level of assessment. The resulting 
value should equal the estimated fair market value 
of the property. If the resulting value is greater than 
the estimated fair market value of your property, you 
may be over-assessed.  If the resulting value is less 
than the estimated fair market value of your proper-
ty, you may be under-assessed.  
   Property owners who consider their property to 
be incorrectly assessed may submit a written com-
plaint with the Union County Board of Review in 
accordance with section 16-55 of the Property Tax 
Code. All complaints must be filed with the Super-
visor of Assessments within 30 days following the 
date of this publication at:  309 W. Market Street, 
Room 128 Jonesboro, Illinois  62952. 
All publications can be viewed at unioncountyil.gov.  
Please call our office if you have any questions. You 
may reach us at 618-833-8051 from 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
    The equalized assessed value of your property 
minus exemptions is multiplied by the tax rate to 
arrive at the taxes you will pay.  The tax rate is de-
termined by the amount the taxing bodies levy in 
your tax districts.
  
Tammy Robinson, CIAO
Supervisor of Assessments
Union County

Change notice below is a correction to 
published statements on January 23, 2025. 

NOTICE OF 2024 QUADRENNIAL 
REASSESSMENT  

   The following is a list of all real estate assessments 
for townships 11-1E, 12-1E, 13-1E, and 13-1W in 
Union County. All assessed values are subject to 
revision by the Board of Review, as well as by lo-
cal and state equalization. All properties are subject 
to equalization in accordance with Section 9-210 of 
the Property Tax Code other than those assessed 
as farm under Sections 10-110 through 10-140 and 
10-170 through 10-200 of the Property Tax Code.
   This publication, which is made in accordance 
with section 12-10 of the Property Tax Code, serves 
as public notice to property owners that the median 
level of assessment in Union county for the 2024 
tax year payable in 2025 is 30.75% based on three 
years of sales transactions from 2021-2023. The 
statutory median level of assessment is 33.1/3% of 
fair market value for all property other than farm-
land. 
   In accordance with section 9-210 and section 10-
115 of the property tax code, an equalization factor 
of 1.08 has been applied to bring assessments to 
the statutorily required three-year median level of 
33.33% for the townships of 11-1E, 11-1W, 11-2W, 
11-3W, 11-4W, 12-1E, 12-1W, 12-2W, 12-3W, 12-
4W, 13-1E, 13-1W, 13-2W and 13-3W as follows:
 Farm Land    1.0000
 Farm Improvements  1.0000
 Non-Farm Land  1.0800
 Non-Farm Improvements   1.0800
 You may check the accuracy of your non-farm 
assessment by dividing your assessment by the 
median level of assessment. The resulting value 
should equal the estimated fair market value of the 
property. If the resulting value is greater than the 
estimated fair market value of your property, you 
may be over-assessed. If the resulting value is less 
than the fair cash value of your property, you may 
be under-assessed.  
   Property owners who consider their property to be 
incorrectly assessed may submit a written complaint 
with the Union County Board of Review in accor-
dance with section 16-55 of the Property Tax Code.  
All Complaints must be filed with the Supervisor of 
Assessments within 30 days following the date of 
this publication at 309 W. Market Street, Room 128 
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952.  
All publications may be viewed at unioncountyil.gov.  
Please call our office if you have any questions. You 
may reach us at 618-833-8051 from 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
 The equalized assessed value of your property 
minus exemptions is multiplied by the tax rate to 
arrive at the taxes you will pay.  The tax rate is de-
termined by the amount the taxing bodies levy in 
your tax districts.
Tammy Robinson, CIAO
Supervisor of Assessments
Union County

2 Timothy 4:7 reads, “I have fought the good fight, I have fin-
ished the race, I have kept the faith.”

Do you have regrets? It might be from wrong choices or bad 
choices.  Perhaps, we have made a choice that hurt others, 

even offended others, or caused them to stumble. Paul was a 
man who did, but he was able to live a full life 1 Tim 1:12-14.  
We can learn from his example.  To live a full life, we are re-

quired to accomplish 3 tasks. 
First, we are required to fight the good fight.  To accomplish 

this task, Christians must possess the proper attitude.  We must 
remember that not all causes are worth fighting.  However, 

Christians cannot be spectators.  Christians must be active, en-
gaging with the world, Acts 17:16-17.  Also, we must be prop-

erly equipped for this fight Ephesians 6:10-11.
Secondly, we are required to finish the course.  It has been 

said many times that Christianity is a marathon, not a sprint.  
To begin a race, one must find the starting point, enroll for a 
spot among the competitors, and agree to follow the rules of 

the race. A failure to observe any of those elements will cause 
one to be disqualified.  The same goes for the Christian race.  

Jesus has sent the starting point Acts 2:38, has enrolled us into 
the racethe race Acts 2:47, and has given us his rules John 8:24. To 

finish the race it takes patience and practice to see the end of 
the line.

Thirdly, we are required to keep our faith.  The most valuable 
possession that a Christian can have is the truth of God’s word 

in their heart Proverbs 23:23. We must possess a strong, 
secure place in which to place the truth; our heart. We must 

also guard this heart with a watchful eye. If we want to be free 
then we must value the truth and obey Hebrews 5:9.

TTo live a full life, man must understand why we are here Ec-
clesiastes 12:13. Have you thought about it lately?

Cooper Johnson receives 
second degree black belt

Cooper Johnson recently 
received his second degree 
black belt in the art of Chun-
JiDo at Coffman’s Martial 
Arts Academy in Anna.  

Cooper Johnson is the son 
of Wes and Crystal Johnson 
of Dongola. 

He started martial arts, spe-
cifically Taekwondo, at the 
age of 9.  Through hard work 
and dedication, Johnson, 21, 
now holds black belts in three 
different arts. He is a third 
degree in Taekwondo, a first 
degree in Bojutsu, and now a 
second degree in ChunJiDo. 

ChunJiDo is an art that 
was created by Grandmas-
ter Robert Cutrell in 1996 
consisting of Karate, Tae-
kwondo, Nippon Jujitsu, and 
Hapkido.  The art teaches 
kata, sparring, self-defense, 
rolling/falling, throwing, 
breaking, and escrima (stick 
fighting) along with hon-
or, integrity, perseverance, 

Second degree earned
Cooper Johnson of Dongola has tested for and 

earned his second degree black belt in ChunJiDo. Photo 
provided.  

self-control, and indomitable 
spirit. 

The second degree black 
belt test in ChunJiDo is re-
ported to be the most strenu-
ous, physically and mentally. 
The two-hour test pushed 
Johnson, but he showed ex-
emplary skill and spirit. 

The judges’ panel included 
Grandmaster Robert Cutrell 
of ChunJiDo International, 
Master Heather Coffman 
(owner of Coffman’s Martial 
Arts), Sensei Jerry Richey 
(Ambassador of ChunJiDo 
International), and Sensei 
Nathan Steele (owner of 
Evansville ChunJiDo Acad-
emy). 

A candlelight ceremony 
was held at Coffman’s Mar-
tial Arts on January 20 to 
officially award Johnson his 
second degree black belt. 
The ceremony was attended 
by many students, family and 
friends. 

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                                                                               By Suzan Harvel

Flu Bugs Pay a Visit
The flu hit our household 

this past week. The only one 
who escaped was the cat. To 
make life even more difficult 
we had two strains…type A 
and the stomach flu. 

I drew the cards for the lat-
ter. I can attest you don’t want 
it. Both are vicious and have 
left us all with weak bodies, 
sore throats, lousy appetites, 
weird sleep patterns, short 
tempers and cabin fever. 

We were sick during the 
best of the weather and are 
recovering just in time for 
winter to dump more snow 
and possibly ice. Yuk again. 

I also missed a week of 
work and that ticks me off, 
because I enjoy my job.  Oh 
well…nothing much to do 
about it, but pick up and go 
on. 

Civil War Weekend
Make sure you sign up for 

the Civil War Weekend event 

Union 
County 
Fixin’s 

By Suzan Harvel
Chicken 

Enchilada Dip
1 1/2 8-oz blocks of cream 

cheese
1 1/2 cups shredded rotis-

serie chicken 
1 15-oz can of black beans, 

rinsed and drained
1 1/2 cups shredded pepper 

jack cheese, with 1/2 cup set 
aside for later

1 1/2 cups shredded cheddar 
cheese, with 1/2 cup set aside 
for later

1 cup enchilada sauce
2 4-oz cans of green chilies
2 teaspoons taco seasoning
 Mix all ingredients together 

except reserved cheese. Place 
in a baking dish sprayed with 
cooking spray. Top with re-
served cheeses and bake for 20 
to 25 minutes at 350 degrees. 

Serve warm and refrigerate 
leftovers. 

at the Shawnee Hills Arts 
Council/Anna Arts Center, if 
you haven’t already. 

Tickets for the Blue and 
Gray Dinner are $25 and the 
deadline is Feb. 18. Call Lee 
Hackney at 904-625-1109 for 
reservations. 

Dinner will be catered by 
South Pass Supper Club. 
Menu choices are rabbit pot 
pie, bison pot pie or veggie 
pot pie, plus salad, drinks and 
dessert. Doors open at 5 p.m. 
and dinner is at 6 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 22, from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m., speakers and 
exhibits are planned for the 
“Journey to Freedom-Illi-
nois’ Underground Railroad” 
event. 

Lunch is offered at 11 a.m. 
for $9 for barbeque, chips 
and drink or $7 for a hot dog, 
chips and drink. 

M i l l  C re e k  B a p t i s t 
Church

Mill Creek Baptist Church 
planned to have its annual 
Valentine’s dinner Wednes-
day night, Feb. 12.

I was looking forward to it 
and I am also looking forward 
to the potluck dinner we plan 
to have Sunday, Feb. 16, after 
morning services.

Our church family needs 
some good times and fellow-
ship of late. Two families in 
our church have experienced 
tragedy and the loss of loved 

ones way too soon. 
Please keep the family of 

Cheryl Davis in prayer, as her 
family lost her this past week 
to cancer. Kevin Sullens’ 
family also need our prayers 
as he lost a son after a heart 
attack at a very young age. 

Also keep the following in 
prayer for various concerns: 
Patty Barra, cancer; Cookie 
Tripp-Godwin, infection; Ra-
chel Chamness, health; Jim 
Helton, tests; Pauline Neigh-
bors, health; and the Harvel 
household as we recover.

Brother Bobby Richardson 
gave his sermon this Sunday 
on what true love is. 

The Bible mentions love 
repeatedly. John 3:16 tells 
us that … “God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
son” for us. 1 Corinthians 13, 
gives us the definition of love 
and tells us what love isn’t. 
It’s quite a list. 

Luke 23: 34 showed us 
Jesus’ love when He asked 
God to “…Forgive them, for 
they do not know what they 
do” as He was crucified. 
Unimaginable, isn’t it. Love 
that strong. 

If we each just used but 
a tiny portion of the love 
and compassion expressed 
in these passages, the world 
would be transformed. 

Happy Valentine’s Day, 
everyone.

Donation supports
effort to combat
food insecurity

The Fowler Bonan Foun-
dation reports that it has 
received a generous dona-
tion from Laborers’ Local 
773 Union, continuing their 
long-standing partnership 
to combat food insecurity 
across Southern Illinois.

Laborers’ Local 773 has 
been dedicated to improving 
the lives of those in their 
community since 1940 and 
their ongoing collaboration 
with the Fowler Bonan Foun-
dation has made a significant 
impact on families in need.

In 2024, the two orga-
nizations worked together 
to distribute thousands of 
meals, including the delivery 
of 300 turkeys during the 
Thanksgiving season. 

Their combined efforts 
have been instrumental in 
addressing food insecurity 
in some of the region’s most 
underserved areas.

Founded 24 years ago, the 
Fowler Bonan Foundation 
focuses on two main initia-
tives: Clothes for SI Kids 

and Heaven’s Kitchen. 
Last year, they clothed 

over 900 children with new 
school clothes and served 
over 14,000 hot meals to 
individuals and families 
throughout Southern Illinois.

“This donation from La-
borers’ Local 773 allows us 
to continue our work and 
reach even more people in 
need,” said Dale Fowler, 
Fowler Bonan Foundation 
founder and chairman, in a 
news release. 

“We’re grateful for their 
ongoing support and part-
nership as we work together 
to strengthen our commu-
nities.”

Donations like these help 
Heaven’s Kitchen continue 
its mission to provide free, 
hot meals to those in need 
every week, ensuring that no 
one in the community has to 
go hungry, Fowler said.

For more information visit 
the foundation’s website at 
www.fowlerbonanfounda-
tion.com.

Union County sheriff
to offer scholarship

Union County Sheriff David 
Wilkins announces that the 
Illinois Sheriffs’ Association, 
ISA, will be awarding over 
$58,000 in college scholar-
ships throughout the State of 
Illinois to students who are 
wanting to pursue higher ed-
ucation during the 2025-2026 
academic year. 

The scholarships are to be 
applied to tuition, books and 
fees only. 

The student must be enrolled 
full-time at a certified institution 
of higher learning within the 
State of Illinois, full-time. On-
line learning at an Illinois-based 
school is also acceptable.

Sheriff Wilkins will be 
awarding one scholarship in 
the amount of $1,000.

There will be no restriction 
on any applicant by reason of 
race, age, creed, color, sex or 
national origin. 

The only limitations are as 
follows:

• Applicants must be perma-
nent Illinois residents.

•Scholarships must be uti-
lized at institutions of higher 

learning within the State of Il-
linois, including those offering 
online learning.

•Students must be enrolled 
as a full-time student during the 
2025-2026 school year (exclud-
ing summer session).

Applications are available 
at the sheriff’s office, which 
is located at the Union County 
Courthouse in Jonesboro.

Applications also are avail-
able on the ISA website at 
https://www.ilsheriff.org/
youth-2/. 

Go to College Scholarship 
Program, where a typeable PDF 
can be found. 

Students must complete the 
application, answer the essay 
question, and return all docu-
mentation to the sheriff’s office 
in their permanent county of 
residence by March 14, 2025 
(applications must be post-
marked by this date). 

For more information, con-
tact the Union County Sheriff’s 
Office, the Illinois Sheriffs’ 
Association, a high school 
advising center or a college 
financial aid office.
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WIBH New Coats, New Hope 
campaing collects over $7000

On December 20, WIBH 
Radio in Anna wrapped-up 
its 14th annual New Coats, 
New Hope Campaign. The 
new coats were delivered to 
their distribution sites in early 
February.

Through a partnership with 
Operation Warm, a non-prof-
it organization, the WIBH 
fundraiser collected over 
$7,000. With the addition of 
shipping costs covered by 
Shipping Saint of Anna, the 
radio station purchased a total 
of 348 coats for area children 
in need in Southern Illinois. 

Over the past 14 years, 
the New Coats, New Hope 
Campaign has raised more 
than $85,000 and purchased 
over 4300 coats.

Since 2011, WIBH has 
partnered with local agencies 
in this effort to raise aware-
ness and distribute the coats. 

T&I Office Equipment 
printed the outreach flyers, 
while transportation of the 
coats was provided by Shaw-
nee Mass Transit and Duck 
Works Lawncare. 

Coat distribution part-

Coat campaign a success
The 2024 WIBH New Coats, New Hope Campaign ended a successful year collecting 

over $7000 to purchase 348 coats for kids in Southern Illinois. Coats were delivered 
to their sites in early February and are now available for families in need to pick-up 
at Arrowleaf, the Children’s Medical & Mental Resource Center, Rural Health, Inc., 
and Southern 7 Head Start. In the 14 years of the radio station’s partnership with 
Operation Warm, over $85,000 has been raised; purchasing over 4300 coats. Pictured 
Top row: Moury Bass, co-owner of WIBH Radio and Angela Temke with Arrowleaf; 
Chase Hileman and Jodie Stewart with Rural Health, Inc., and Moury Bass. Second 
row: Ginger Meyer, Moury Bass, Elaina Spalt, Abi Cowser-Barnett, and Tiffany 
Vincente; Dakota Ticer and Deztinee Godwin with Duck Works Lawncare. Bottom 
row: Emilee Awbrey with Shipping Saint; Head Start. All agencies wish to thank the 
many donors that make this campaign possible.  Photos provided by WIBH Radio.  

ners are Arrowleaf, Chil-
dren’s Medical and Mental 
Health Resource Network 
(CMMHRN), Rural Health, 
Inc. and Southern 7 Head 
Start.

“We want to thank ev-
eryone who contributed to 
the New Coats, New Hope 
Campaign.” said Moury Bass, 
WIBH Co-Owner. “We con-
tinue to be amazed at the gen-
erosity of our listeners. We 
look forward to continuing 
this beneficial campaign for 
many years to come.”

The coats, which arrived 
in early February, have been 
distributed through the part-
nering agencies to kids ages 
3 to 16 living in the lower 45 
counties in Illinois affected 
by abuse, neglect, disaster 
and family need. No paper-
work or proof of income is 
required to receive a coat.

It is estimated that 20% 
of Southern Illinois children 
live in poverty and a warm 
coat is an essential item for 
each of them. A new coat 
promotes self-esteem, school 
attendance, outdoor play, and 

gives parents and children a 
sense of security.

Operation Warm is a na-
tional nonprofit that creates 
brand new, high-quality coats 
for children in need. This or-
ganization partners with com-
passionate individuals and 
organizations across North 
America to give a gift of 
warmth, confidence and hope 
to millions of children.

In addition to coats, this 
April WIBH and its partners 
will hold its 4th annual Warm 
Soles, New Hope shoe drive 
to purchase new shoes for 
kids as part of Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. More 
details about this effort will 
be released in coming weeks.

For more information call 
Arrowleaf at 618-658-3079, 
CMMHRN at 618-833-6488, 
Rural Health at 618-833-
4471,

Southern 7 Head Start at 
618-634-2297, or visit the 
WIBH New Coats,  New 
Hope Campaign on Face-
book. To learn more about 
Operation warm, visit oper-
ationwarm.org.

Farmers, landowners share
concerns about deer damage

By Hannah Spangler
FarmWeek

Facing escalating crop 
damage, the Jasper and Clark 
County Farm Bureaus hosted 
a meeting for local farmers 
and landowners to voice their 
concerns to the Illinois De-
partment of Natural Resourc-
es, IDNR.

During the Jan. 21 meeting 
in Newton, IDNR shared 
information and answered 
questions regarding local 
deer populations and hunting 
regulations.

“The deer nuisance prob-
lem is very serious in my 
district. It’s something that 
needs attention,” state Rep. 
Adam Niemerg, R-Dieterich, 
told FarmWeek at the start of 
the meeting. 

“We’re here today to make 
sure that those voices are 
heard and to make sure we’re 
doing the right thing moving 
forward on the deer popula-
tion issue.”

There are two legal ways 
to remove deer in Illinois: 
licensed hunting and deer 
removal permits issued by 
IDNR. Deer removal per-
mits can be granted if deer 
are damaging property or 
threatening public health and 
safety.

“When it comes to limited 
quotas (on the harvest of deer 
per hunter), we see those come 
into place in the firearm level 
or season,” IDNR forest wild-
life program manager Dan 
Skinner said at the meeting.

“In Illinois, our manage-
ment unit for deer is set at the 
county level. So, we make our 
management decisions at the 
county level.”

Skinner said IDNR is re-
assessing how it calculates 
an area’s deer population to 
ensure an adequate number of 

A white-tailed deer in a Southern Illinois corn field. 
File photo.
tags are available. 

This includes updating and 
standardizing the deer-vehicle 
accident, DVA, reporting sys-
tem used to help decide quotas 
during the firearm season. 

In recent years however, 
Skinner said IDNR has dis-
covered the DVA data “might 
not be telling the whole story 
of what’s going on.”

An objective of IDNR’s re-
search with Southern Illinois 
University, which will begin 
in July 2025, is to look for 
additional ways to estimate 
county-by-county deer pop-
ulation density. Skinner said 
this research is expected to 
wrap up in June 2026.

“There is no doubt we are 
facing devastation in our 
fields,” Jasper County farmer 
Bruce Lewis told FarmWeek. 

“It was very important for 
IDNR and our representative 
to be at this meeting and take 
our ideas to the state to help us 
control the population.”

IDNR encouraged farmers 
who are facing crop damage 
like Lewis to submit photos 
of the damage to their district 
biologist. 

After proving damage, they 
can receive 10 permits to re-
move deer from the field. 

Each Illinois district biol-
ogist can be found online at 
wildlifeillinois.org/idnr-dis-
trict-wildlife-biologist/.

“Farm Bureau members 
throughout the state have 
made it clear that this is a 
top issue for them, and we 
have made it a legislative 
priority this spring,” said 
Anna McKinley, Illinois Farm 
Bureau assistant director of 
state legislation, addressing 
IFB’s ongoing efforts to find 
a solution. 

“We have been working 
with legislators and stakehold-
ers to introduce legislation 
that gives landowners more 
tools for deer management 
on their own properties, while 
also encouraging doe harvest 
during regular hunting sea-
sons.”

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com.

30 years of care
Dr. Aaron Hepp celebrated 30 years of providing 

chiropractic care and serving Union County on Feb. 1. 
Photographer Martha Ann Webb.

Shawnee Community Col-
lege is set to host an inspiring 
documentary film festival on 
Saturday, March 22, from 
12 to 6 p.m. at the college’s 
Educational Center in Ullin. 

This festival, facilitated by 
Legacy Training, Inc., ​​collab-
orates with the Illinois Human-
ities Council and Foreground 
Rural Southern Hub. The event 
is dedicated to showcasing 
compelling non-fiction films 
that inform, inspire, and en-
gage audiences through the 
power of storytelling.

Attendees will experience a 
carefully curated selection of ​
diverse documentaries cover-
ing social issues, politics, art, 
human rights, culture and more. 

Through real-life stories 
and unique perspectives, this 
festival aims to highlight un-
derreported topics and foster 
meaningful community dis-
cussions.

A key ​e​vent highlight will 
be local filmmakers engag-
ing directly with audiences 

Shawnee Community College hosts 
documentary film festival

to share insights into their 
creative processes, the stories 
behind their films, and the 
broader societal issues their 
work addresses. 

Featured films will include:
“I, Too, Dream Ameri-

can” by Tomas Cortez (10 
minutes). A moving short 
documentary on the impact 
of DACA’s ending on two 
Southern Illinois University 
students.

“Footprints in the Sky”  
by Daniel Rodriguez (39 
minutes). An exploration of 
the first group of Purepecha 
families that arrived in Cob-
den, from Cherán, Michoacán, 
Mexico.

“On the Battlefield” by  P. 
Sniadecki (16 minutes). A 
tribute to Cairo, Ill. and its 
historical significance in the 
fight for racial justice.

“Kathryn and Her Daugh-
ters” by Sandra Pfeifer (45 
min). A compelling look at a 
Southern Illinois rural home-
maker who raised 7 children 
in a traditional rural lifestyle 
in the 1950s and whose life 
exemplifies the history of the 
changing role of women in 
rural America.

“Walk with Me: The Story 
of Judge Damon J. Keith” 

by Jesse Nesser  (103 min). 
A powerful film on the life 
and legacy of the civil rights 
judge.

“The Adventures of Rob-
ert Russell’s Blues” by Dan 
Johnson (47 min). The com-
bination of stories and songs 
examines the Southern Illinois 
musician’s travels and expe-
riences.

“Juneteenth: A Long Walk 
to Freedom” by Abby Asher, 
(30 min). A deep dive into the 
history and significance of 
Juneteenth.

“Against All the Odds: A 
Story of Courage, Commu-
nity, and Spirit in East St. 
Louis” by Sandra Pfeifer (60 
min). A powerful narrative 
of resilience and commu-
nity strength. This film is a 
commentary on how racial 
discrimination in a once rising 
Industrial city eventually pro-
duced the only all Black city 
in America.

This festival is an opportu-
nity for Southern Illinois res-
idents and beyond to connect, 
learn and celebrate the art of 
documentary filmmaking. 
Admission is free, and all 
community members, stu-
dents, and film enthusiasts are 
encouraged to attend.

NASA invests in creation of Illinois grasslands map
By Hannah Spangler

FarmWeek
A University of Illinois 

doctoral candidate received 
a $150,000 investment from 
NASA to create a detailed 
grassland map using remote 
sensing.

Wendy Dorman, the recip-
ient of the prestigious three-
year research grant, plans to 
map grassland habitats across 
Illinois, where 99 percent of 
the prairies have vanished.

Her goals include finding 
out which habitat features are 
most important for endangered 
birds to maximize best practic-
es to protect them in the small 
amount of grassland available.

“I’ve been really frustrated 
by the lack of available data 
to use when trying to under-
stand what’s happening to 
birds,” Dorman said, adding 
that current research is not at 
the level needed for making 
management decisions and 

conducting effective mod-
eling.

Dorman will use remote 
sensing, which involves using 
satellite imagery to collect 
information, to produce a 
high-quality map of the cold 
and warm season grasses in 
grasslands across the state.

She believes this will help 
provide targeted support to 
individual bird species based 
on their survival needs.

“It’s important for conser-
vation and for management 
and wildlife or other environ-
mental reasons that we have a 
good idea of where grasslands 
are and what their qualities 
are,” said Mike Ward, U of I 
professor in the Department 
of Natural Resources and En-
vironmental Sciences, NRES.

The research can also ben-
efit farmers enrolling in con-
servation programs and help 
enhance habitats for birds like 
quail and pheasants, Ward 

explained. The detailed maps 
can show where to place 
grasslands to maximize agri-
cultural and new environmen-
tal benefits.

Ward told FarmWeek that 
the use of remote sensing in 
grasslands is a lot like the use 
of precision technology in agri-
culture. They are working with 
small amounts of grassland and 
using technology to optimize 
conservation practices.

“A strategic placement of 
habitat can go a long way,” 
he said. “Right now, it’s kind 
of overwhelming to have so 
much information and so 
much data. But as we go on, 
all this information will keep 
on coming in and we’ll be able 
to do a better job of managing 
our resources.”

Research has  a l ready 
started on a small scale, and 
Dorman and her team are 
preparing to ramp things up. 
This semester, she will work 

with students from natural 
resources and environmental 
sciences, computer science 
and physics to bring together 
the different disciplines need-
ed for the project.

She hopes to have prelim-
inary results around March 
or April  before moving 
into fieldwork throughout 
the spring and summer. The 
fieldwork will help compare 
satellite data with real-life 
observations.

“You need to actually phys-
ically go into the field and see 
what is on the ground,” Dor-
man said. “We don’t just trust 
the models that we produce, 
we compare them against 
what’s actually in the field.”

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com.
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News from

Camp Ground Church, Community
Due to all the sickness in 

our church family and com-
munity, all services were 
canceled at Camp Ground on 
Feb. 2, including our Heritage 
Day potluck.

Our attendance this past 
Sunday was down as some are 
still under the weather.

Bro. Easton’s sermon was 
titled “Grand Plans,” based on 
Jeremiah 29.

The sermon stated: “We 
make plans all the time – 
about food, clothes, job, re-
tirement, etc. We are always 
looking forward. 

“But do we get ahead of 
ourselves? Only God knows 
what He has for us. God’s 

plans are for our good and for 
His glory.

“Human concerns are our 
downfall. We must ask for 
God’s guidance when we plan 
each day rather than focus on 
what we want. 

“As recorded in Matthew, 
Jesus told his disciples that 
if anyone would follow Him, 
they must deny themselves, 
and take up their cross.

“When we put aside what 
we want for what God wants, 
we are denying ourselves.

Callie and Caroline Pind 
rang the bell to begin the wor-
ship service. Raelynn Bonner 
and Conner Pind received the 
tithes and offerings.  

Camp Ground Church’s 
elder for February is  Sandra 
Boaz.

Tymber Roach’s birthday 
was Feb. 12.

Camp Ground Church in-
vites anyone who does not 
have a church home to join 
them in study and worship any 
or every Sunday. 

Fellowship and coffee are 
at 9:15 a.m., followed by Bi-
ble study for all ages at 9:30 
a.m. and morning worship at 
10:30 a.m. 

The church is located at the 
intersection of Camp Ground 
Road and Tunnel Lane east of 
Anna and just north of Illinois 
Route 146.

Auditions scheduled for new regional chorus
A new musical opportu-

nity is coming to Southern 
Illinois.

The Southern Illinois Re-
gional Concert Chorus is 
preparing to launch its inau-
gural season. 

Founded by Harold S. 
Jones and under the direction 
of Nighel Byrd, the chorus 
aims to bring together tal-
ented voices from across the 
region to perform classical 
choral masterpieces.

Auditions for the newly 
formed chorus are planned at 
the Harold S. Jones Fine Arts 
Center at 815 Commercial 
Ave. in Cairo.

The auditions are sched-
uled from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 22, and from 
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 23.

The chorus is open to indi-
viduals from high school to 
adults, and there is no cost to 
participate.

The chorus plans to per-
form works by Mozart, Ver-
di, Vivaldi, and other choral 
masters, Jones said in a news 
release.

He said the chorus will 
offer singers an opportunity 
“to participate in an inspiring 
musical experience.”

“This is an exciting oppor-

tunity to unite voices from 
across the region and create 
something truly special,” 
Jones said. “We welcome 
anyone with a passion for 
choral music to join us as 
we embark on this journey.”

Jones  added  tha t  the 
Southern Illinois Regional 
Concert Chorus “is set to 
become a cornerstone of 
the area’s musical land-
scape, providing a platform 
for singers to develop their 
talents while performing 
timeless works.”

For more information 
about the chorus, call 618-
306-5785



Camden Smith, 18, of Cob-
den was born Jan. 16, 2007 
and left us Jan. 31, 2025. 

He is survived by his father, 
Cale Smith, his grandmother, 
Maribeth Smith, sisters, Ka-
dence Smith and Kimber 
Meirndorf and brother Xander 
Smith; uncle Garrett (Lori) 
Smith of Charlotte N.C. and 
Aunt Jessica Kirk of Virginia 
Beach, “Pappy”, Milan Jurka, 
and “Nana” Pamela Jerrell and 
many relatives and friends. 

 He was preceded in death 
by his mother, Kristi Jerrell; 
and grandfather Donovan 
Smith. There is a special place 
in our hearts for Amelia Long 
and her family.

 Cam’s priorities in life 
were his family and friends 
and his education.  He loved 
school and especially Cob-
den.  He was a member of 
CYCA, Beta Club, AV Club, 
Outdoor Club, FCA, Art Club, 
Forensic Science Club, Cheer-
leading Team, Stage Crew and 
Math team. 

 He loved exploring and 
trying new things like riding 
a unicycle or skateboard to 
school, doing back flips off 
our propane tank, climbing to 
the top of our pine trees 30 feet 
high, walking on 3 inches of 
ice on stilts, roller skating at 
the Ole skate Barn and dying 
his hair to match his clothes.  
He loved to have fun and 

organized 
legendary 
gatherings 

at Pappy’s Lake.   
 Cam’s sweet, loving, kind 

nature brought him many 
endearing friends. He truly 
never met a stranger, and he 
will be dearly missed by all 
who knew and loved him.

 As we search for comfort, 
we believe that we all come 
into this life with a mission, 
and when that is finished, we 
go home. He finished his far 
too soon for those of us who 
loved him. Cam loved the 
woods and trees, and we ask 
that you plant a tree in your 
own yard in his memory.

 A celebration of life is 
tentatively planned at Cobden 
High School Gymnasium 
Saturday March 1, from 12  
to 2 p.m.

To view the obituary and 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit rendlemanhi-
lemanfh.com

Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Jonesboro 
is in charge of arrangements. 

Camden Smith

Cheryl Davis, 76, of Jones-
boro, died Sunday, Feb. 2. 
She was born July 19, 1948 in 
Anna, the son of Dexter Leon 
and Hazel Verneal (Barker) 
Cobb. 

She married Bernard “Ber-
ny” Davis on April 17, 1967 
in Cape Girardeau, Mo. He 
preceded her in death on April 
20, 2020.

Cheryl is survived by her 
son, Benny (Sally) Davis 
of Anna; two granddaugh-
ters, Amber Nicole (Bryce) 
Orr and Amanda Jo Da-
vis; great-granddaughter, 
Braelynn Grace Orr and a 
great-grandson on the way; 
beloved fur baby, Maggie; 
three brothers, Larry Cobb of 
Anna, Jerry (Debbie) Cobb, 
Ty (Dena) Cobb all of  Bun-
combe; numerous nieces and 
nephews; other relatives and 
many friends. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; husband, Ber-
ny Davis; sister and brother-
in-law, Emma and Richard 

Reynolds.
C h e r y l 

was a mem-

ber of the Carroll P. Foster 
Ladies Auxiliary for many 
years. She always enjoyed 
going out to play bingo and 
having a good laugh with her 
friends. Cheryl worked for a 
number of years at the Revlon 
tending bar before retiring. 
She will be dearly missed by 
her family and friends. 

No services will be held at 
this time.

To view the obituary and 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit rendlemanhi-
lemanfh.com

Rendleman & Holeman 
Funeral Home in Jonesboro 
is in charge of arrangements. 

Cheryl Davis

Bette Jo DeJournett, 95, 
of Anna, passed away on 
Wednesday, Feb. 5, at integ-
rity Healthcare in Anna.

She was born on July 1, 
1929 to Osa Lee and Alma 
Viola (Sifford) Lawrence in 
Tamms, Ill. She was married 
to Luther DeJournett.

Bette worked at and retired 
from General Motors in Flint, 
Mich. After retiring, she and 
her husband, Luther moved 
to Virginia Beach, Va., where 
she spent her days happily 
gardening. She cut her own 
grass until the age of 91. 

Bette moved to Anna in 
2020 and continued garden-
ing until she could no longer 
do so. She had a wonderful 
sense of humor and she will 
be sorely missed. 

Survivors include two sis-
ters, Janice Glenn of Virginia 
Beach, Va. and Cynthia (Kurt) 
Pfau of Anna; and 12 nieces 

and neph-
ews.

A l o n g 

with her parents and hus-
band, she is preceded in death 
by her sisters, Virginia Lee, 
Hester Maxine, Bonnie June, 
Alecia Marie; one brother, 
Billy Frank; one niece; and 
one nephew.

Cremation rites will be 
accorded. No services will 
be held.

The cremation of Bette Jo 
DeJournett will be personally 
handled by the staff of Crain 
Funeral Home.

Crain Funeral Home in 
Anna, Illinois is in charge of 
arrangements.

Bette Jo DeJournett

Mary Kaufman McIntosh, 
96, of Dongola, passed away 
on Sunday, Feb. 9, at her 
residence surrounded by her 
family.

She was born on July 21, 
1928 to Jake F. and Vida B. 
(Workman) Daubs in Cairo, 
Ill.  She was married to Vancil 
Kaufman until he passed away 
in 1967, then on July 4, 1969, 
she married Irvin McIntosh 
and were together over 35 
years until his passing on Aug. 
3, 1994.

Mary was a member of 
Wetaug Church of Christ. 
She belonged to the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary, DAV 
Auxillary, and the Rural Let-
ter Carriers Auxillary. Mary 
also served on the Dongola 
Homecoming Committee for 
many years and she served 
on the Dongola City for Ac-
tion Committee, which was 
instrumental in building the 
Dongola Clinic.

Survivors include her chil-
dren, Tony (Susan) Kaufman,  
Mark (Sandra) Kaufman, 
Phyllis Karraker, and Marcia 
Bailey; 11 grandchildren, 
Mary Beth, Patrick, Donna, 
Nicholas, Jessie, Michelle, 
Stacy, Joshua, Jill, Andrew, 
and Stephanie; 21 great- 
grandchildren; and nieces, 
nephews, and other relatives. 

A l o n g 
w i t h  h e r 
parents and 

husbands, she is preceded 
in death by her son, Dan 
Kaufman; daughter, Ginger 
Kaufman; brother, Jim Daubs; 
and sister, Dorotha Stevens.

Funeral Services will be 
held on Friday, Feb. 14, at 2 
p.m. with Brent Miller offici-
ating at Crain Funeral Home 
in Dongola. A visitation will 
be held the day of service at 
the funeral home from 12 p.m. 
until 2 p.m.

Interment will follow the 
funeral Service at Christian 
Chapel Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests with gratitude 
that memorial contributions 
be made to Christian Chapel 
Cemetery. 

Crain Funeral Home in 
Dongola is in charge of ar-
rangements.

To view the obituary or to 
leave an online condolence 
for the family visit www.
crainsonline.com.

Mary Kaufman McIntosh
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 Michael Gene Youngblood, 
79, of Mt. Pleasant area, 
passed away on Saturday, 
Feb. 8, at his residence.

He was born on Aug. 31, 
1945 to Andrew Pruitt and 
Vassa Lee Youngblood in 
Anna, Ill. He married Sharon 
Liesemeyer and together they 
spent over 18 years together 
until her passing in June 2012.

Michael was a proud Unit-
ed States Army Veteran. He 
worked as an ironworker and 
retired from the Ironworkers 
Local 782. 

Michael loved his farm. He 
was a member of The Ma-
sonic Lodge, a 32nd Degree 
Scottish Rite Mason of the 
Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite Northern Masonic Juris-
diction, and member of the 
Ainad Shrine of the Ancient 
Egyptian Arabic Order of the 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine.

Survivors include his sons, 
Darren (Amanda) Young-
blood and Mark (Vickie) 
Youngblood; daughter, Kenna 
(Dom) Anderes; grandchil-
dren, Kelsey Youngblood, 
Hali Youngblood, Tegan An-
deres, Kalaina Anderes; four 
great-grandchildren; and one 
sister, Judy (Lonnie) Dunn.

Along with his parents and 
wife, Sharon, he is preceded 

in death by 
his brother, 
Robert Ste-

vens.
F u n e r -

al services 
were held 
on Tuesday, Feb .  11  a t 
Crain Funeral Home in Anna 
with Scott Harner officiating. 
Visitation was held the day 
of service from at the funeral 
home. 

Inurnment will be held 
at a later date at McGinnis 
Cemetery. 

The cremation of Michael 
Gene Youngblood will be 
personally be handled by the 
staff of Crain Funeral Home.

 In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly requests with gratitude that 
memorial contributions be 
made to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital and/or 
McGinnis Cemetery.

Crain Funeral Home in 
Annam is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Michael Gene Youngblood

Robert “Bob” Kenney 
Livesay, 77, of Wolf Lake, 
died Sunday, Feb. 2, 2025, 
at Deaconess Illinois Union 
County Hospital in Anna.

He was born on Sept. 15, 
1947, in Anna, the son of 
George Virgil and Clara Ken-
ney Livesay.

On Aug. 2, 1968, he mar-
ried Betty Powless, and they 
spent over 56 years together. 
She survives.

He was a 1965 graduate of 
Shawnee High School at Wolf 
Lake. He worked as a truck 
driver for Dyno-Nobel and 
worked as an over the road 
truck driver for many years.

Mr. Livesay served in the 
Army National Guard for six 
years. He enjoyed hunting, 
fishing and repairing small 
engines. 

Prior to its closing, he was 
was member of Galilee Bap-
tist Church. He was a down to 
earth guy and preferred casual 
attire and camo.

Survivors include his wife; 
son Kenney (Julie) Live-
say; daughter Kim Harris; 
grandchildren Kalen (Caitlin) 
Livesay, Nathan (April Kutak) 
Livesay, Jakob (Eva Myers) 
Sharp, Amanda Harris (Aus-
tin Garrett) and Julian Busby 
(Seth); great-grandchildren 
Falynn Livesay, Sawyer Live-
say, Gracen Brant, Aiden Gar-
rett and Payton Garrett; sisters 

Pat Fergu-
son, Nancy 
Hobbs and 

Katie “Sis” 
C a r v e r ; 
and Binky, 
Bob’s dog, 
who loved to sit in the recliner 
with him.

Along with his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 
great-granddaughter, Nova 
Skye Garrett; brothers Ben, 
Wayne and Jim; and sisters 
Dorothy, Bonnie, Betty, Shir-
ley and Linda.

A graveside service was 
held at noon Friday, Feb. 7, 
at Lindsey Cemetery, with 
Mindy Livesay officiating.
Memorials can be made to 
the family. 

To view the obituary or to 
leave an online condolence 
for the family, visit www.
crainsonline.com.

Crain Funeral Home in An-
na-Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

Robert ‘Bob’ Kenney Livesay

Richard Lee Henderson, 80, 
of Mounds, died Monday, Feb. 
3, 2025, at the Missouri Veter-
ans Home in Cape Girardeau.

He was born on Jan. 19, 
1945, in Cairo, the son of 
Charles and Evelyn Jett Hen-
derson.

He attended and was bap-
tized at Cairo Baptist Church, 
now Mighty Rivers, where he 
began his Christian walk as a 
teenager.  

Richard graduated from 
Cairo High School in 1963. 
He was quite the athlete, 
playing both baseball and 
basketball. 

During High School, he 
worked as a Soda Jerk at The 
Dairy Treat after school. 

After graduation, he mar-
ried Gayle Vines and they 
moved to the St. Louis area, 
where he took a job at Mc-
Donell-Douglas building air-
craft for the war effort in 
Vietnam. 

He was offered a waiver 
for the draft since he was 
building the aircraft for use 
in the war, but he respectfully 
refused, and along with many 
of his friends joined the Unit-
ed States Marines, where he 
earned the rank of Corporal, 
with Rifleman Status, and 
received a Purple Heart for 
injuries he received in combat. 

Following his time in 
the Service, he returned to 
Mounds and started his career 
as a mechanic with his Fa-
ther-in-Law at Vines Garage, 
working there until he and 
Gayle divorced. 

He then bought that busi-
ness and it became Henderson 
Automotive at a new location 
on Blanche Street in Mounds, 
where he worked for over 40 
years until suffering a stroke 
in 2023. 

He was a St. Louis Car-
dinals fan, and very seldom 
missed watching a game. He 
enjoyed golfing when he was 
younger, loved classic cars 
and was quite a good cook. 

In 2014, he met and started 
a life with his sweetheart and 
fiancée’ of 10 years, Julia 
Duff-Thrower. They built a 
wonderful life together and 
enjoyed eating at various 
restaurants, visiting local tour-
ism venues, with Rendleman 
Orchards being their favorite, 
and spending time with the 
animals at their farm in Pigeon 
Roost, near Olive Branch. 

He was a member of the 
Southern Grace Community 
Church in Mounds, where he 

served as 
a Trustee 
for  many 

years, and 
also a mem-
ber of the 
M o u n d s 
VFW Post, the American 
Legion, the Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans and the Marine 
Corps League. He was a loyal 
Patriot to his Country and was 
proud to have served

Also surviving are his sis-
ter, Gwendolyn Marie Sevi-
er of Pekin Ill.; his nieces, 
Kittra Zantout of Sahurarita, 
Ariz., Lisa Henderson of San 
Francisco, Calif., and Deb-
ra Morris of Pekin, Ill.; his 
nephew, Kenneth Henderson 
of Covington, Ky.; several 
great-nieces, great-nephews 
and cousins; Julia’s children, 
whom he claimed as his own, 
Heather, Ben and Joshua 
Cowsert; her Grandchildren, 
Houston, Inge and Emma 
Porter, Kit and Wiley Cows-
ert; his best friends, Tammy 
St. Arbor and Kevin Beegle; 
and his beloved neighborhood 
cats, which he enjoyed, his 
favorite being Adolf.

Along with his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 
older brother, Jerry Hender-
son.

Funeral Services were 
Monday, Feb. 10, at noon at 
Southern Grace Community 
Church (formerly Mounds 
United Methodist), with the 
Rev. Doug Atkins officiating. 

Interment followed the fu-
neral service at Mound City 
National Cemetery, with Mil-
itary Honors by the American 
Legion Post No. 178.

Memorials can be made to 
Southern Grace Community 
Church and/or Mounds VFW 
Post and/or the Mounds Pub-
lic Library and/or the Smiles 
Senior Center, who provided 
him with many good lunches 
through the years.

Crain Funeral Home in 
Cairo was in charge of ar-
rangements.

To view the obituary or to 
leave an online condolence 
for the family, visit www.
crainsonline.com.

Richard Lee Henderson

Everett Lee Bittle, 74, 
passed away on Tuesday, Feb. 
4, at his home surrounded by 
his loving family.

Everett was born on Feb. 
20, 1950 to Bob and Virgin-
ia (Hickam) Bittle in Alto 
Pass. He married Christina 
Heern on Dec. 27, 1971 at the 
Boskydell Church.

Everett is survived by his 
wife, Chris; parents, Bob and 
Virginia Bittle; children, Jenni-
fer (John) Windings; Candice 
(Anthony) Meadows; and 
Brocklin Bittle; grandchildren, 
Tessa, Christopher, Caleb and 
Connor Windings, Victoria 
(Jacob) Bittle, Jasmine and 
Jada Meadows; great-grand-
children, Josh, Matthew, Lexi, 
Isabella, and Eden; brother, 
Richard (Marcia) Bittle, sister, 
Jean Ann (Gerald) Lindsey; 
sister-in-law Monica (Matt) 
Heern Crouse, furbabies Kodi 
and Rufus, many nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, friends, and a 
special friend and mother of 
Jennifer, Pat.

He was preceded in death 
by his daughter Virginia Lee 
Bittle.

Everett served his country 
in the US Army during the 
Vietnam War from 1968-
1970. He was an avid out-
doorsman who loved to hunt 
and fish. Everett worked in 
several Southern Illinois coal 
mines in reclamation until he 
retired in 2007. 

After retiring, Everett 
and Chris enjoyed travel-

ing in their 
RV during 
the winter 
months and 
boating in the summer. He 
was actively involved in the 
Jackson County Disabled 
American Veterans Chapter 
69 and the Alto Pass Area 
Veterans group.

Funeral services for Ever-
ett were on Saturday, Feb. 8, 
at Meredith Funeral Home 
in Carbondale with Pastor 
Danny Miller officiating. En-
tombment followed at Pleas-
ant Grove Memorial Park in 
Murphysboro with full mili-
tary honors. 

In memory of Everett, me-
morials may be made to Dis-
abled American Veterans and 
will be accepted at the funeral 
home.

Meredith Funeral Home 
in Carbondale is in charge of 
arrangements. To leave a story 
or memory of Everett, visit 
www.meredithfh.com 

Everett Lee Bittle
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Kenneth Woods was born 
Aug. 25, 1940 and died Dec. 
21, 2024 at the age of 84. 

Ken was the seventh of ten 
children born to Lawrence and 
Lois Woods of Anna, both of 
whom preceded him in death. 
Also preceding him were four 
brothers and two sisters, all of 
Illinois. 

He is survived by three 
brothers, Gene Woods of El-
gin, Ill.; Carl Woods of Anna; 
and Ray Woods of Elizabeth-
town, Ill.

Ken and Carol were married 
in Phoenix, Ariz. on Feb. 14, 
1976. Carol survives him after 
almost 49 years of marriage. 
They have one son, Andrew 
(wife Holly) of Pace, Fla.; 
grandson, Ethan of Bolivar, 
Mo.; granddaughter Kayleigh 
and daughter-in-love Lindsay, 
both of Manhattan, Kan.

Ken was 24 years old when 
he asked Jesus to come into 
his heart and be his personal 
Savior and life leader. In the 
decades that followed, Ken 
served in various ministries 
in the churches of which he 
was a member: bus ministry 
director, Sunday school di-
rector, and Bible study leader. 
He also served as a deacon 
minister and Stephen Ministry 
encourager for many years at 
North Phoenix Baptist Church 
in Arizona. Ken was never 
happier than when he was 
helping someone.

Ken spent his career in the 
manufacturing industry and 
worked as a quality control 
manager, both in Elgin, Ill., 
and Phoenix, Ariz. Super-
visors and co-workers alike 
said he was a man who could 
be trusted—his word was his 

bond.
Ken en-

joyed work-

ing in his yard and growing 
flowers, especially roses. He 
was an avid collector of coins 
and antique clocks, toys and 
tins. For several years, he and 
a friend restored old cars in 
their spare time. He filled bird 
feeders and especially liked 
hummingbirds. 

Most of all, Ken enjoyed 
spending time with his grand-
children, delighting in their 
daily lives and accomplish-
ments. He lived a good life 
and will be dearly missed.

Ken was an active member 
of First Baptist Church of 
Bolivar, Mo. at the time of 
his death.

Graveside services for Ken-
neth Woods will be held at 2 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 14, at the 
Anna Cemetery with Ray 
Gillespie officiating. Inturn-
ment will follow. 

Rendleman and Hileman 
Funeral Home in Anna is in 
charge of local arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made in Ken’s honor 
to the First Baptist Church 
youth mission fund. Enve-
lopes will be available at the 
graveside or at Rendleman 
and Hileman Funeral Home. 

To visit Ken’s memorial 
page and leave online condo-
lences for his family, please 
visit the Rendleman and Hi-
leman Funeral Home website 
at rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Kenneth Woods

 Steven Wayne Pearman, 
66, of Buncombe, went to be 
with his Lord and Savior on 
Sunday, Feb. 2. 

He was born April 17, 1958 
in Cairo, the son of Raleigh F. 
and Kathleen (Rivers) Pear-
man. He married Tammy 
Morgan in 1991.

Steven is survived by his 
wife, Tammy Pearman of 
Buncombe; daughters, April 
Pearman (Robert Smith) of 
Anna, Andrea (Ron) Kosydor 
of Alto Pass, and Jane (An-
drew) Inman of Anna; grand-
children, Taylor (Joseph) Go-
ins of Ullin, Zachary Kosydor 
of Alto Pass, and Evan Inman 
of Anna; great-grandchildren, 
Bryson, Aubrey, and Brexton 
Goins; brother, Stanley (Nita) 
Pearman of Meridian, MS; 
sister, Cindy (Rick) Flamm 
of Lake of Egypt; numerous 
loved nieces and nephews; sis-
ters in law, Cindy (Anthony) 
Edwards of Anna, Shari (Tim) 
Spurlock of Buncombe and 
Tricia Morgan of Buncombe; 
other relatives, and many 
friends. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents.

Steven was a member of 
the First Pentecostal Church 
in Goreville. He was a man of 
great faith and loved his Lord 
and Savior. 

He loved his family beyond 
measure; spending time with 
his grandchildren, nieces and 
nephew was always the high-
light of his day. Whether it 
was giving them rides on the 
tractor, letting them drive the 
old pick up in the pasture, 
playing games or just having 
a good laugh, he loved time 

w i t h  h i s 
family. 

S t e v e n 

was a hardworking man, 
farming and ranching in his 
early years and later he drove 
a truck. Work kept him busy 
most days but in his spare 
time, he enjoyed tinkering 
with the tractor, going fishing, 
or hiking in the woods with his 
grandchildren. 

His fun-loving nature and 
sense of humor made for great 
storytelling when there was an 
ear to listen.

Memorial services will 
be at 12 p.m. on Saturday, 
Feb. 22, at the Pentecostals 
of Lick Creek, C.E. Sullivan 
Family Center at 3970 Gore-
ville Road, Goreville, Illinois 
62912. 

Pastors Ron Thorn and 
Kevin Cox will be officiating. 
Visitation will be 11 a.m. to 
Noon, Saturday, Feb. 22, at 
the Lick Creek Pentecostal 
Church. 

Memorial contributions 
are preferred to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital. 
Envelopes will be available 
at the church on the day of the 
service and the Rendleman & 
Hileman Funeral Home.

To view the obituary and 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit rendlemanhi-
lemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman 
Funearal Home in Anna in 
charge of arrangements. 

Steven Wayne Pearman

News from

First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

On Sunday, Feb. 9, Pastor 
Perry Williams spoke in the 
morning service. 

His message addressed 
further the issue of com-
plaining contrasting it with 
the attitude of thankfulness. 
When we are thankful, we 
release joy and blessing into 
our lives. His text was found 
in the 107th Psalm and in 
the 17th chapter of Luke in 
the Bible.

The service was sent by 
transmitter station 87.9 for 
those who wanted to listen 
on the radio. The service was 
also live streamed on Face-
book. The church’s Face-
book page, Jonesboro FBC, 
has videos and the latest 
information about church 
events.

Music Director, Dee Rose, 
led worship accompanied 
by Praise Team members 
Rodger Goines, Joyce Hill, 
Marion Hill, and Sharon 
Morgan. Debbie York was 
our pianist. Lauren Jackson 
sang “God is in this Story,” 
as a special.

This week’s activities in-
clude our Ladies and Men’s 
Bible Studies on Monday, 
Feb. 10, at 6 p.m. and Senior 

News from

Anna First Baptist Church
Anna First Baptist Church 

met for worship on Sunday, 
Feb. 9, after Sunday School.

The call to worship was 
done by Vickie Wagner and 
was on “The Church.”

The worship team led in  
the singing of “Raise a Hal-
lelujah,” “Graves into Gar-
dens” and “Amazing Grace.”

Pastor Lupe’s sermon was 
titled “Smyrna” and was in 
keeping with a continuing 
study of Revelation.

The seven letters in Rev-
elation, found in chapters 2 
and 3, were written by the 
Apostle John to the churches 
in Ephesus, Smyrna, Per-
gamum, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia and Laodicea.

E a c h  l e t t e r  c o n t a i n s 
Christ’s commendations, 
correction and a call to over-
come, reflecting the spiritual 
state of each church.

The letters serve as both 
h i s to r i ca l  messages  to 
first-century congregations 
and prophetic warnings ap-
plicable to churches today.

The letters emphasize 
faithfulness, repentance and 
perseverance in the face of 

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A morning worship service 

was held Sunday, Feb. 9.
Announcements were given 

by Jessica Elkins. Music was 
led by Pastor Randy Wright and 
the worship team.

A message titled “The Beat-
itudes” was brought by Pastor 
Wright. Scripture was from 
Matthew 5:3-12.

Birthday: Alex Wright, Feb. 
12.

Sunday, Feb. 16
Breakfast, 9 a.m. Sunday 

View Obituaries 
Online at

annanews.com

Adult, “LLL,” group meet-
ing on Tuesday, Feb. 11, at 
11 a.m. with special guest, 
Dr. Jason Ozbourne.

And on Friday, we will 
have a Feb. 14 potluck and 
game night beginning at 6 
p.m.

Birthday: Peyton Clymore, 
Feb. 10; Lloyd McCann, Feb. 
11; Grace Rich, Feb. 12, Ei-
leen Cline, Feb. 13; Madyson 
Ellis, Feb. 14; Cindy Pend-
er, Cole Whitaker and Liz 
Wilkins, all born on Feb. 15; 
and Marilyn Hale, Feb. 16.

Anniversary: Joe and Mar-
tha McRaven, Feb. 6, 27 
years.

The regular schedule for 
worship at Jonesboro First 
Baptist includes Sunday 
School classes on Sundays 
at 9 a.m., Sunday morning 
worship at 10 a.m. and Sun-
day evening worship at 6 p.m. 

Youth meet from 6 p.m. to 
7 p.m. on Sundays and from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednes-
days. 

The Dig-In program for 
children meets at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesdays.

An adult prayer meeting 
and Bible study are scheduled 
on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 

trials and spiritual compla-
cency.

After the service, a church 
potluck meal was shared with 
food and fellowship.

Sunday School for all ages 
begins at 9 a.m. on Sunday 
morning. 

The church’s worship ser-
vices start at 10:15 a.m. on 
Sunday. 

The church has a prayer 
time at 6 p.m. on Wednesday. 
The church has a youth pro-
gram which meets at 6 p.m. 
on Wednesday. 

The church has a bus which 
runs for all of its programs 
and services. Information 
is available by calling the 
church’s office during the 
day.

First Baptist Church is 
located at 409 Morgan St. in 
Anna. The church’s phone 
number is 833-5416. 

The church’s Facebook 
page is Facebook.com/An-
naFirstBaptistChurch. The 
church’s email address is 
fbcanna409@gmail.com. 
The church can be found on 
YouTube at Anna First Live 
Stream.

Items donated to the food pantry.

Food pantry supported
Those involved with the food pantry at Salem 

Lutheran Church in Jonesboro voice their appreciation 
for the community’s support. 

They thank Anna Police Department Officer Adam 
Tripp and the community for stuffing his squad car for 
two days in a row which helped the food pantry to help 
those in need. “What a generous place we live in! We 
are so grateful!” the church shared.

Trish Moehring sorts some of the donated items.

Pastor Mark Hasty with some of the donations.

School, 9:30 a.m. Morning 
service, 10:35 a.m. Evening 
worship service, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 19
A Wednesday night service 

is planned at 6:30 p.m. in the 
sanctuary. A youth group meet-
ing is planned at 6:30 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall.

The church can be contacted 
by calling the church office at 
833-6702 and leaving a  mes-
sage if necessary or by calling 
Pastor Wright at 618-534-7103.

Cobden
Women’s
Club to meet

The Cobden Women’s Club 
plans to meet on Thursday, 
Feb. 20 at the Family Life 
Center in the first Baptist 
Church in Cobden. 

Shawn Rhines from the 
Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment will be holding a train-
ing session on NORCON 
from 12 to 1 p.m. This train-
ing session is open to anyone 
interested. 

The club’s regular meeting 
will begin at 1 p.m. The main 
topic of the meeting will be 
planning out the 2025 calen-
dar year for the club. 

Hosting the meeting will 
be Carol Nebrugh and Janis 
Corrington. For more infor-
mation, call Dianna Yates at 
618-534-8935.

Academic Challenge event held at Shawnee College
Seven high schools in the 

Shawnee Community College 
district competed Feb. 6 in 
seven subject areas for the 
Academic Challenge.

The subject areas in the 
competition included English, 
math, physics, biology, engi-
neering, graphics, chemistry 
and computer science, the 
college shared on social media.

Academic Challenge, for-
merly known as WYSE, is a 
test-based competition for high 
school students which is host-
ed by the physics department 
and engineering program at 
Eastern Illinois University in 
Charleston.

More than 40 community 
colleges and universities in 
Illinois and Missouri serve as 
sites for the tests, which are de-
signed to challenge the bright-
est high school students and 
presented in multiple-choice 

format.
Students have 40 minutes to 

complete tests ranging from 30 
questions (computer science 
and math) to 80 questions 
(English). 

The test material is drawn 
from 12th grade and college 
freshman curricula to present a 
bridge between secondary and 
higher education.

Teams write tests of pro-
fessional engineers and fac-
ulty members at colleges and 
universities across the United 
States. 

Each team produces tests 
that increase the difficulty level 
from regional to sectional to 
state finals.

The guiding philosophy of 
the Academic Challenge is to 
acquaint high school students 
with the course content and 
the level of competition that 
they will experience upon en-

tering a science or engineering 
curriculum at the college or 
university level.

Shawnee Community Col-
lege shared on social media 
that “This year’s event was a 
huge success; the local high 
schools performed excellently 
in the competition. The first- 
and second-place winners in 
each subject and the first- and 
second-place team winners ad-
vanced to the sectional round” 
which is scheduled at Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale.

The college thanked the 
teams for their participation 
and gave “pecial thanks to 
Shawnee Community College 
science instructors Sheryl 
Ribbing (biology), Lori Arm-
strong, Dr. Brenda Brown, 
student engagement coordi-
nator Erin King and the other 
volunteers “for making this 
year’s event a great success.”
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HELP 
WANTED

NOTICE

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

REAL 
ESTATE

Looking to buy a home, 
very private.  Around 
1,800 to 2,000 sq ft., acre-
age OK. Location in the 
city limits or AJ vicinity.  

Part-Time DRIVER Need-
ed at The Gazette-Demo-
crat, Anna, IL office. This 
contract position is a great 
opportunity for a depend-
able, short-distance driver 
and bundle handler! Prima-
ry duties Include: Driving 
personal vehicle to deliver 
weekly publications to area 
vendors and post offices; 
Lifting, loading and un-
loading our publications 
and products; Helping 
with product bundling and 
other tasks that expedite 
delivery of our products; 
Communicating profes-
sionally and timely with 
our team. Candidates must 
have: Dependable personal 
vehicle; Valid driver’s li-
cense; Working cell phone; 
Current auto insurance; 
Successful drug screening; 
Self-motivation; Demon-
strated ability to take ini-
tiative and work effectively 
with others. This is a con-
tract position (approxi-
mately 3 hours per week) 
with a flat pay of $100 per 
week. Qualified candidates 
only - For consideration, 
forward resume to lhin-
ton@annanews.com. Equal 
Opportunity Employer 

9gp TFN

The City of Anna, IL is 
accepting applications for 
the position for a Part-
Time School Resource 
Officer. Under the direc-
tion of the Chief of Police 
and in coordination with 
School Administration, 
the School Resource Offi-
cer will work to improve 
school safety and security. 
This is a part time posi-
tion with an hourly rate of 
pay of $20.00. The hours 
of this position coincide 
with the school calendar, 
not to exceed 1,560 hours 
per calendar year. Mini-
mum qualifications for an 
interested candidate are as 
follows; must be a U.S. cit-
izen, have a valid driver’s 
license, possess a valid Il-
linois FOID card, have cer-
tification from the Illinois 
Law Enforcement Training 
and Standards Board, must 
pass a medical and crimi-
nal background check, and 
reside within 30 minutes 
of the corporate limits of 
Anna.  Applications will 
be available for interested 
candidates at Anna City 
Hall or online at cityo-
fanna.org. Please return 
resume and employment 
application to the Human 

Resources Department at 
Anna City Hall, 103 Mar-
ket Street Anna, IL 62906 
or by email to mmcreyn-
olds@cityofanna.org. Posi-
tion will remain open until 
filled. EOE                9-10g

DONGOLA UNIT 
SCHOOL # 66 is seek-
ing applicants to fill the 
following positions: Bus 
Drivers. Specifics of the 
position are; Full time / 
9-month position. Bene-
fits include sick, personal 
and bereavement leave. 
Health, dental and vision 
insurance is available. 
Board paid life insurance 
policy. Applicants must be 
able to: work at a fast pace, 
lift heavy objects, display 
good organizational skills, 
possess a good work ethic 
and the ability to develop 
a positive rapport with stu-
dents and co-workers. Ap-
plicants must submit a let-
ter of interest addressed to 
Dr. Paige Maginel, resume, 
bus driver’s license and 
three letters of reference 
to: Jamie Flores, District 
Secretary, Administrative 
Building, Dongola Unit 
School #66, 1000 High 
Street Dongola, IL  62926. 
Or emailed to jflores@don-
golaschool.com 
DUSD # 66 IS AN EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY EM-
PLOYER. Position will be 
filled as soon as possible.                

9-10gp

HELP WANTED: Shaw-
nee Community College is 
looking for full and part-
time Custodian for their 
Ullin Campus and The 
Massac County Extension 
Center. For more informa-
tion, please Call 618-634-
3200 Ext. 3436       6-17gp

Full-Time Pressure Wash 
Technician needed at Gross 
Busters Exterior Cleaning 
for the upcoming spring/ 
summer season. Tasks in-
clude pressure washing, 
gutter cleaning, deck stain-
ing, interacting with cus-
tomers etc. Full time Mon-
day-Friday based in Anna. 
Starting at $18/hr with po-
tential to increase. Call Joe 
at 618-697-5968 for more 
information.            10-15g

Request for Proposal for 
Audit Services; Shawnee 
Development Council, 
Inc., a 501 © 3 not for 
profit, is accepting bids 
for a financial and com-
pliance audit for the year 
ending 2024 and filing of 
990 and AG990IL.  Bid 
packets can be obtained 
from Vicki Bowman, 
Fiscal Officer at 618-
634-2201 or by email at: 
vicki.b@shawneedevel-
opment.org.           9p-10g

IN THE FIRST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

COURT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN RE THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE Of

VICKY ARNOLD
Deceased
2024PR31

NOTICE TO UNKOWN 
CREDITORS

Notice is given to cred-
itors, of the death of: 
VICKY ARNOLD of 
Jonesboro, Illinois.
Letters of Office were 

issued on 01/13/25 to In-
dependent Administrator 
Connie Arnold, 485 Saint 
Johns Road, Anna, IL 

62906. The estate will be 
administered without Court 
supervision, unless any in-
terested party terminates 
independent administration 
at any time by mailing or 
delivering a Petition to ter-
minate to the clerk under 
755 ILCS 5/28-4.
Claims against the estate 

may be filed in the Office 
of the Circuit Clerk of the 
Court at the Union Coun-
ty Courthouse, 309 W. 
Market St., Jonesboro, IL 
62952, or with the repre-
sentative, or both, within 
6 months from the initial 
date of publication, and 
any claim filed with the 
clerk must be delivered to 
the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed. Any 
claim not filed within that 
time will be barred.

January 14, 2025 /s/
Matthew Benson

Matthew Benson, IL 
ARDC 6282507

The Benson Law Firm, 
PC

601 S. Washington St.
DuQuoin, IL 62832

(618 )542-5500
notice@mbensonlaw.com

8221-950159

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ANNA-JONESBORO 
NATIONAL BANK,

A National Chartered 
Bank,,

Plaintiff,
vs

JEREMIAH O. DAVIS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 

and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,

Defendants.
Case No.: 2025FC1

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been 
filed, notice is hereby giv-
en to you, Jeremiah O. Da-
vis, Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants, 
Defendants in the above 
entitled suit, that the said 
suit has been commenced 
in the Circuit Court of 
Union County, Illinois, by 
the said Plaintiff against 
you and other defendants 
to foreclose a certain Mort-
gage covering the follow-
ing described premises, 
to-wit:
Legal Description
LOT 21 AND THE 

WEST HALF OF LOT 
13 IN D.W. BROWN’S 
FOURTH ADDITION TO 
THE CITY OF ANNA, 
SITUATED IN UNION 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
P.I.N. 14-00-08-796
COMMON ADDRESS: 

309 EAST CHESTNUT 
STREET, ANNA, IL 62906
and for other relief, that 

summons was duly is-
sued out of the said Court 
against you as provided by 
law, and that said suit is 
still pending.
Now, therefore, un-

less you, the said Defen-
dants, Jeremiah O. Davis, 
Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants, 
file your answer to the 
Complaint in the suit, or 
otherwise make your ap-
pearance therein, in the 
Circuit Court of Union 
County, Illinois, in the 
County Courthouse in the 
City of Jonesboro, Illinois, 
on or before the 24th Day 
of May, 2025, default may 
be entered against you and 
each of you at any time af-
ter that day and a decree 
entered in accordance with 
the prayer of said Com-
plaint.

Keri Clark
Clerk of the 

Circuit Court
Prepared by:

JOHN R. SCHNEIDER
JOHNSON, 

SCHNEIDER & 
FERRELL, L.L.C.

212 North Main Street
Cape Girardeau, 

MO 63701
Tel: (573) 335-3300
Fax: (573)335-1978

8221-950068

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT
State of Illinois

SS
County of Union

Notice is hereby giv-
en pursuant to “An Act 
in relation to the use of 
an Assumed Name in the 
conduct of Transaction of 
Business in the State,” as 

The Gazette-Democrat 
Classified Section

Anna Office
618-833-2158 

classifieds@annanews.com
AD DEADLINE IS 3 P.M. MONDAY

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds .....................35¢ per word

$8.00 minimum for each paid ad per week

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .....................................$14.00

Tuesdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m

Amended that a certifica-
tion was filed by the un-
dersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County,
Filed this 28th day of Jan-

uary, 2025, under the As-
sumed Name of The Bread 
Basket, with the place of 
business located at 1155 E. 
Vienna St., Ste. D, Anna, 
IL 62906, and that the True 
Name(s) and Residence 
Address of the Sole Own-
er(s) and Proprietors of 
said Business is:

Owners: Vincent Millard 
Hahn and Naomi Rose 

Hahn
Address: 2880 Friend-

ship School Rd., Anna, IL 
62906

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

8221-949971

Rural education programs 
get help in comeback fight

By Phyllis Coulter
FarmWeek

The long-held idea that 
a four-year university 
education was best for 
everyone is now recog-
nized as flawed by many 
education advocates. 

Today, rural schools are 
bringing back displaced 
programs, but it will take 
time and resources.

“Career and Technical 
(CTE) programs, once 
called vocational pro-
grams, were a significant 
part of the fabric of rural 
schools across Illinois 
and the nation. Several 
decades ago, a huge pen-
dulum swing took place 
across the country that all 
but wiped out this valu-
able CTE programming,” 
said Patrick Twomey, su-
perintendent of Macomb 
School District 185, and 
a longtime rural school 
advocate.

“The push was that ev-
ery child needs a four-year 
college education and in 
the process of addressing 
that belief, vocational/
CTE courses were elimi-
nated one by one. As they 
say, hindsight is 20-20, 
and looking back, we all 
know that was a monu-
mental mistake,” Twomey 
said.

John Dunlap always 
saw the value of technical 
education. Directly after 
high school, he worked as 
an ag equipment techni-
cian and earned his certi-
fication, which eventually 
led him to the position of 
director of the AGCO Ser-
vice Technician Program 
at Parkland Community 
College.

“Earn-while-you-learn 
programs are a perfect 
option for somebody who 
has to pay for their edu-
cation. Most of the time 
they are guaranteed a job 
placement,” Dunlap said. 

“Business and industry 
have jobs they need to fill, 
and schools have a pool of 
students to draw from,” he 
said of the model that has 
worked so well for him 
and his students.

However, rural schools 
struggle to gather resourc-
es to bring CTE program-
ming back. 

“They lack the finan-
cial resources as well as 
the human capital neces-
sary to tackle this issue 
and yet we all agree it is 
paramount that we find 
a way,” said Twomey, 
who is on the executive 
board of the Association 
of Illinois Rural and Small 
Schools, AIRSS, one of 
the organizations leading 
the comeback.

John Glasgow, AIRSS 
program director, is spear-
heading the Rural Illinois 
Career and Technical Ed-
ucation Project, a joint 
effort between the Illinois 
State Board of Education 
and AIRSS, founded in 
2023, to revive and ad-
vance career and tech 
education for Illinois stu-
dents.

High school tech class-
es were once viewed as 
something for “kids who 

have nothing better to 
do.” Attitudes are chang-
ing. “College is only one 
route to success today,” 
Glasgow said, noting that 
college grads often earn 
less today than those in 
“the trades.”

He and the team spent 
the first year of the Ru-
ral Illinois CTE mostly 
on research. Their study 
quickly revealed a priori-
ty: the need for direct and 
specific support for rural 
CTE programs. 

Glasgow and his col-
leagues created a web-
based portal to share 
resources including we-
binars, newsletters and 
materials. 

Now, the site, airssedu.
org/cte is live and pro-
vides centralized infor-
mation from a respected 
source for rural districts, 
Glasgow said.

“We’re slowly play-
ing catch up but there is 
still really a long way to 
go,” said Glasglow of the 
team’s effort to get more 
resources and funding 
for CTE.

Among other things, 
the Illinois Rural CTE 
Project is looking for 
ways to improve options 
for regional career and 
tech schools, which have 
long been underfunded.

In 2024, the IL Rural 
CTE Project team iden-
tified the highest-need 
rural school districts, 
noting their challenges 
and strengths. The big-
gest pocket of high-needs 
schools is in the south 
including Jefferson, Clin-
ton, Marion and Franklin 
counties. 

Other areas are scat-
tered throughout the state 
including LaSalle and Bu-
reau counties in the north 
and parts of Champaign 
and Vermilion in the east.

The next step is to cre-
ate pilot projects.

Some new pilot proj-
ects will come from 
adapting innovations in 
urban centers. 

One such idea is a 
pharmacy tech program 
that allows students to 
work in a hospital phar-
macy. It is offered by a 
high school in Elgin, in 
a school district of more 
than 33,000 students in 
Kane County. 

“It offers a foundation-
al knowledge base for 
every student wanting to 
go into a medical area. 
In rural areas that kind of 
medical experience may 
be hard to get,” Glasgow 
said.

Glasgow is already 
working with schools 
in Tazewell and Peoria 
counties in Central Il-
linois to see how they 
could use Elgin’s idea as 
a model to get a pathway 
for medical careers in 
their rural schools.

In Southern Illinois, 
Brooke May, co-director 
of the Southern Illinois 
Future Teachers Coali-
tion, SIFTC, and Leslie 
Bradley, director of stu-
dent career services and 
co-director of SIFTC at 

Vienna High School Dis-
trict in Johnson County 
are leading a 25-school 
network of more than 400 
high school students in 
technical programs.

CTE pathways have 
traditionally been seen 
as lacking in value, espe-
cially when compared to 
academic pathways that 
lead to perceived higher 
wages and benefits, said 
May, also a member of 
the AIRSS Rural CTE 
Advisory Council.

“It is challenging to 
showcase the value of 
high school CTE path-
ways when funding for 
required equipment is 
limited, an insufficient 
instructor pool exists and 
inequities in the access to 
programs is a hurdle that 
many students are unable 
to overcome,” May said.

Yet, even with the glar-

ing challenges, groups 
such as SIFTC has at its 
helm two qualified CTE 
instructors, dual credit 
education programs in 
14 of their schools, and 
a large budget to support 
high school students who 
wish to enter the CTE 
field of education, which 
continues to face a short-
age, May said.

As the Illinois CTE 
Project and other ef-
forts enter a new year, 
Glasgow said he hopes 
that all these actions will 
“help all rural districts 
enrich and grow their 
programming.”

This story was distrib-
uted through a cooper-
ative project between 
Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press 
Association. For more 
food and farming news, 
visit FarmWeekNow.com.

SIU reports spring
enrollment increase

Southern Illinois Uni-
versity Carbondale’s 
spring 2025 enrollment 
is up 3.3 percent, or 344 
students, compared to 
last year. 

The increase, the sec-
ond year in a row of over 
3 percent, follows a fall 
that saw the highest over-
all boost in the number of 
students in 33 years. 

“This exciting news 
is the result of strategic 
planning and the ongo-
ing, dedicated efforts 
of many Salukis – our 
faculty and staff, our 
alumni and friends, and 
members of the commu-
nity – who imagine am-
bitious goals that often 
defy the odds and then 
work to achieve them,” 
SIU chancellor Austin A. 
Lane said. 

“I personally thank ev-
eryone in Saluki Nation 
for all they have done to 
attract students and help 
them succeed from ori-
entation to graduation.” 

A total of 10,869 stu-
dents are pursuing their 
degrees at Southern this 
spring. 

Spring enrollment is 
usually less than fall be-
cause of December grad-
uations. 

This past fall, the uni-
versity enjoyed a second 
year in a row of rising 
enrollment for the first 
time since 2000. And the 
freshman class increased 
for the fifth consecutive 
year. This is the fifth con-
secutive semester that the 
university has enjoyed 
rising enrollment. 

Enrollment for under-
graduates this spring is up 
3.6 percent​ from spring 
2024, including a 4 per-
cent increase of transfers, 
while graduate enroll-
ment rose 2.5 percent. 

Fully online new and 
transfer students in-
creased 24 percent and 
continuing students rose 
11 percent. 

More Illinois students 
are choosing Southern. 

Over 7,800 Illinois resi-
dents attend the univer-
sity, 5 percent more than 
last year. 

“In recent years, we 
have made concerted ef-
forts to red carpet the 
Southern Illinois region, 
and they continue to pay 
off. Enrollment from the 
region rose 18 percent,” 
Lane said.  

Southern has remained 
accessible by launching 
the Saluki Commitment 
and Saluki Transfer Com-
mitment, which covers 
tuition and fees for stu-
dents who qualify, and 
in 2023, the university 
raised the family income 
limit to $103,040. 

In the last four years, 
SIU has joined One Click 
Admit, streamlined the 
application process for 
students at many high 
schools with the Say 
Yes initiative, signed 
agreements with several 
schools and youth orga-
nizations in the Southern 
Illinois region and the 
Metro East, and more 
strategically recruited 
students. 

In addition, Lane said, 
he appreciated local com-
munity colleges for the 
partnerships to make it 
easier for transfer stu-
dents to earn their bache-
lor’s degrees. 

Lane said the univer-
sity remains on track to 
enroll 15,000 students by 
2030, as envisioned in the 
Imagine 2030 strategic 
plan. 

“While we celebrate 
our recent successes, we 
continue to recruit stu-
dents for summer and 
fall 2025. This is a highly 
competitive endeavor, 
and we love to compete. 
We are a first-class re-
search university with 
a lot to offer students,” 
Lane said, “and we will 
continue to reach out to 
students and let them 
know of the rare oppor-
tunities for research and 
creativity that we have.” 

SIU Craft Shop sponsoringValentine’s Day sale
The Craft Shop at 

Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Carbondale is spon-
soring a Valentine craft 
sale on Valentine’s Day. 

Dozens  of  a r t i s t s 
and crafts people from 
throughout the region will 
offer their works at the 
sale, which is scheduled 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Feb. 14 in the Art Gallery 
on the first floor of the SIU 
Student Center.  

Admission is free. Fea-
tured items will include 
pottery, paintings, jewelry, 
fibers, drawings and much 
more.

A wide assortment of 
spring workshops are 
planned at the SIU Craft 

Shop, which is located on 
the lower level of the SIU 
Student Center.

The spring session 
opened Saturday, Feb. 
1, and workshops run 
through the end of April. 

All arts and crafts activ-
ities are open to the public, 
but classes sizes are limit-
ed so early registration is 
encouraged. Sign-up for 
classes closes one week 
before each session begins.

Activities include build-
ing by hand with clay, 
tie-dying Valentine hearts, 
creating prints with lino-
leum, making stained glass 
with copper foil, crafting 
fused glass suncatchers, 
wheel-throwing pottery 

and more.
Some projects will be 

completed in just one 
class while more complex 
designs require multiple 
sessions. Most workshops 
are open to ages 7 or 8 
and older. The costs vary, 
and SIU students receive 
reduced pricing.

Find the complete 
workshop schedule, along 
with details about pricing 
and online registration, on 
the Craft Shop website.

The Craft Shop re-
serves the right to cancel 
or reschedule workshops 
if necessary.

Email craftshop@siu.
edu or call 618-453-3636 
for additional details.
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THURSDAY FEBRUARY 13, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams The Point Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City aaa “Speed”
(‘94, Ac tion)
Keanu Reeves.
(HD)

“Me chanic” (‘16)
(HD)

(5:00) “The
God fa ther”
(‘72) Marlon
Brando.

:30 Lo cal Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Ext. Makeover
(HD)

Mar riage Next Level Chef
(HD)

Law & Or der
(HD)

2025 4 Na tions
Face-Off “Round 
Robin” (Live)

Bang (HD) “The Devil
Wears Prada”
(‘06, Com edy)
Meryl Streep.

“The Rise of
Red” Kylie
Cantrall.

“The Last
Witch Hunter”
(‘15):30 Ghosts Bang (HD)

8 PM (:01) Scamanda
(HD)

(:01) Mat lock
(HD)

An i mal Law & Or der:
SVU

Bang (HD) C.B. Strike (HD) aaaa “The
God fa ther: Part 
II” (‘74, Drama)
Al Pacino. (R)
(HD)

:30 Dutch Bang (HD) Shuf fle “Ter mi na tor
Sal va tion” (‘09)
Chris tian Bale.9 PM (:01) Per fect

Wife
Elsbeth “Tiny
Town”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Found “Mis iden ti -
fied”

Jok ers Wiz ards C.B. Strike (HD)

:30 Jok ers “The Devil
Wears Prada”
(‘06, Com edy)
Meryl Streep.

Shuf fle

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (HD)

“Ocean’s 8"
(‘18, Ac tion)
San dra Bull ock.
(HD)

Jessie C.B. Strike (HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Jessie aac “Cut
Bank” Liam
Hemsworth.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Blu ey “Trai tor” (‘08)

(HD):30 Night line Mid night Late Night Blu ey “God fa ther”

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 14, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams 2025 NBA
All-Star Ce leb rity 
Game (Live)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

“Frozen” Kristen
Bell.

“Bridget Jones”
(‘04)

“Pretty Woman”
(‘90)

Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Bang (HD)

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) NCIS: Syd ney
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball UCLA vs In -
di ana (Live)

Place aa “Moonfall”
(‘22, Ac tion)
Halle Berry.
(PG-13)

WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(HD)

Wiz ards “Bridget
Jones’s Baby”
Renée
Zellweger.

“Good Luck
Chuck” Dane
Cook.

Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Place Jessie

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Fire Coun try
(HD)

Date line NBC Top Rank Box -
ing “Berinchyk
vs. Keyshawn”
(Live)

Jessie Dex ter: Orig i nal
Sin:30 Mi rac u lous (:40) “In ven tion

of Ly ing” (‘09)9 PM S.W.A.T. (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Mi rac u lous Real Time with
(HD)

“Shooter” (‘07,
Thriller) Mark
Wahlberg. (HD):30 (:35) “Ram -

page” (‘18)
Dwayne John -
son. (HD)

Wiz ards

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Bel-Air Wiz ards Real Time with
(HD)

(:20) “Love &
Bas ket ball”
(‘00) Omar
Epps.

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Big City

11 PM SportsCenter
(HD)

(:06) 9-1-1 “Past
is”

Big City Real Time with
(HD)

“Tropic Thun -
der” (R):30 Night line Mid night Lo cal Late Night “Is land” Big City

THURSDAY
7:00pm

USA The Devil Wears Prada aaa (2006,
Com edy) Meryl Streep, Anne Hathaway. A na ive 
col lege grad u ate gets a pres ti gious job as an as -
sis tant to the pow er ful and de mand ing ed i tor of
a well-known fash ion mag a zine. PG-13

8:01pm
ABC Scamanda “Stage 3: The Wheels of
Jus tice” As the IRS in ves ti gates Amanda’s fi -
nances, they trace the money that came
through her website and sub poena years of
her med i cal files. (HD)

FRIDAY
7:30pm

NBC Happy’s Place “Dear Jack” Bobbie
con vinces Isabella to break up with her boy -
friend with a let ter rather than dis tanc ing her -
self; Steve brings in a glow ing re view of
Emmett’s cook ing. TVPG (HD)

8:40pm
MAX In ven tion of Ly ing aac (2009, Com -
edy) Ricky Gervais, Jennifer Gar ner. In a world
where no one tells lies, an un happy man tells a
lie about the af ter life to com fort his dy ing
mother, and ev ery one who hears it be comes a
be liever. PG-13 (HD)

7:00pm
TBS Step Broth ers aaa (2008, Com edy) Will
Ferrell, John C. Reilly. Two grown men who live
with their sin gle par ents be come step-broth ers
when their par ents marry, and they are re luc tantly 
forced to share a bed room to gether. R TV14 (HD)

8:23pm
MAX Her cu les aac (2014, Ac tion) Dwayne
John son, Ian McShane. Fol low ing his twelve la -
bors, Her cu les be comes a mer ce nary and is
hired by the be nev o lent ruler of Thrace and his
daugh ter to de feat a sav age war lord. PG-13 (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY FEBRUARY 15, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball

Bang (HD) aa “Pix els”
(‘15, Com edy)
Adam Sandler.

“Prin cess and
the Frog” (‘09)
(G)

“Willy Wonka”
(‘71)

“Bill & Ted” (‘89)
(HD)

“Jack Reacher”
(‘12):30 Lo cal Tip-off Bang (HD)

7 PM 2025 4 Na tions
Face-Off United
States at Can -
ada (Live)

Wat son “Pi lot” Col lege Bas ket -
ball Mich i gan
State vs Il li nois

The Voice “The
Blind Au di tions
Part 2" (HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball Ken tucky vs 
Texas (Live)

aaa “Step
Broth ers” (‘08)
Will Ferrell. (R)
(HD)

“Wait ress: The
Mu si cal” (‘23)
Sara Bareilles.
(HD)

“Menashe”
(‘17) Menashe
Lustig.

aaaa “Glad -
i a tor” (‘00,
Drama) Rus sell
Crowe. (R) (HD)

:30 Wiz ards

8 PM 48 Hours (HD) (:15) aac

“Hall Pass”
(‘11, Com edy)
Owen Wil son.
(R)

Wiz ards

:30 Mi rac u lous aac “Her cu -
les” Dwayne
John son.9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat ur day Night

Live
Col lege Bas ket -
ball Kan sas vs
Utah (Live) (HD)

aaa “Old
School” (‘03)
Luke Wil son. (R) 
(HD)

Mi rac u lous

:30 Mi rac u lous (:29) Real Time
with

(:35) “Drive An -
gry” (‘11, Ac -
tion) Nicolas
Cage.10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
LIV Golf
“Adelaide - Fi nal 
Round” (T)

Lo cal Big City “Gods of
Egypt” (‘16)
Nikolaj
Coster-Waldau.

:30 Sat ur day Night
Live (HD)

(:45) “Pix els”
(‘15) Adam
Sandler.

Big City (:29) C.B. Strike
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
“Step Broth ers”
(‘08)

Big City

:30 Big City “We Best” Dex ter Sin

THURSDAY

MONDAY FEBRUARY 17, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Wom. Col -
lege Bas ket ball
Duke vs No tre
Dame (Live)
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (:10) “Cen tral
In tel li gence”
(‘16) Kevin Hart.

(5:00) “I, Tonya”
(‘17)

“Glad i a tor” (‘00)
(HD):30 Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM The Bach e lor
(HD)

A Black His tory Ex tracted (HD) The Voice “The
Blind Au di tions
Part 3" (HD)

Bang (HD) WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

“UglyDolls”
(‘19) Kelly Clark -
son.

“Re sults” (‘15)
Guy Pearce.
(HD)

Dex ter: Orig i nal
Sin:30 Bang (HD)

8 PM NCIS (HD) Res cue: HI-Surf
(HD)

Bang (HD) “We Beat The
Dream Team”

Yellowjackets “It
Girl”:30 Bang (HD) Wiz ards (:45) “A Most

Wanted Man”
(‘14, Thriller) (R)9 PM (:01) Mor mon

Wives
NCIS: Or i gins
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The Hunt ing
Party

Col lege Bas ket -
ball Ar i zona vs
Baylor (Live)

Dad (HD) Wiz ards Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Dad (HD) Wiz ards (:23) The White

Lo tus10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Dad (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Kiff School Spir its
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Dad (HD) Kiff “Dream Team”
(‘25)

“Wanted” (‘08)
James McAvoy.
(R)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Dad (HD) Race Alaska

race.
Blu ey Yellowjackets “It

Girl”:30 Night line Mid night Late Night Dad (HD) Blu ey “Dream Team”

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 18, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams TGL Golf (Live) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (:06) “Good -
rich” (‘24) Mi -
chael Kea ton.
(HD)

“Sherlock
Holmes”

“In ter stel lar”
(‘14):30 Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Will Trent (HD) FBI “Man hunt”
(HD)

Kitchen Night -
mares

Med i cal Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City “Brick Man -
sions” Paul
Walker.

Yellowjackets “It
Girl”:30 Night (HD) Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM The Rookie (HD) FBI: In ter na -
tional

Doc (HD) Deal or No Deal
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (HD)

The Joe Schmo
Show

Law & Or der:
SVU

Mi rac u lous “The Leg end of 
Tar zan” (‘16,
Ac tion) (HD)

Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Mi rac u lous aac “Cut

Bank” Liam
Hemsworth.9 PM High Po ten tial

(HD)
FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The Ir ra tio nal
(HD)

Fam ily Law & Or der:
SVU

ZOMBIES Dex ter: Orig i nal
Sin:30 Fam ily ZOMBIES

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Fam ily Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven Home (:52) The White
Lo tus

“Mar tha Marcy
May Marlene”
(R)

aac “Sling -
shot” (‘24)
Casey Affleck.
(R) (HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily Ra ven Home

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Fam ily Law & Or der:
SVU

Blu ey Last Week

:30 Night line Mid night Late Night Fam ily Blu ey “Bad Boys” “Neigh bours”

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 19, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (HD)

Bang (HD) SVU (HD) Big City “Ex per i menter”
(‘15)

“Con fi dence”
(‘03)

“Daddy’s Home 
2":30 Bang (HD) Law & Or der:

SVU
Big City

7 PM Gears Hol ly wood
Squares

The Masked
Singer

Chi cago Med
(HD)

All Elite Wres -
tling: Dy na mite

Big City The White Lo tus
(HD)

“Ter mi na tor
Sal va tion” (‘09)
Chris tian Bale.

(:15) “Bad
Moms” (‘16,
Com edy) Mila
Kunis.

:30 Gears Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City

8 PM Ce leb rity Jeop -
ardy!

The Price Is Right 
at

(:02) The Floor
(HD)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (HD)

Mi rac u lous (:05) “A Dif fer -
ent Man” (‘24)
Sebastian Stan.:30 Law & Or der:

SVU
Mi rac u lous

9 PM What Would You
Do?

Raid The Cage
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Foul Play ZOMBIES (:55) aac
“War on Ev ery -
one” (‘16)

Yellowjackets “It
Girl”:30 Fam ily Law & Or der:

SVU
ZOMBIES

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Fam ily Ra ven Home The White Lo tus
(HD)

Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven Home “Good Luck
Chuck” Dane
Cook.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Fam ily Blu ey “Frost/Nixon”

(‘08)
“Last Voy age”
(‘23):30 Night line Mid night Late Night Fam ily SVU (HD) Blu ey

SUNDAY
7:00pm

NBC Sat ur day Night Live “SNL50: The An -
ni ver sary Spe cial” A cel e bra tion of 50 years of
the re cord-break ing se ries with ce leb ri ties,
mu si cal per for mances and sketches. TV14
(HD)

8:00pm
CBS Wat son “Red coat” The team in ves ti -
gates a man with a bul let lodged in his head
who be lieves him self to be a Scot tish sol dier;
Wat son looks into who his es tranged wife is
dat ing. TV14

MONDAY
7:00pm

CBS On TV: A Black His tory Month Spe -
cial Hosts Kevin Frazier and Nischelle Turner
pres ent a cel e bra tion of Black ex cel lence in
tele vi sion with sto ries from some of the lead -
ing Black ac tors of the day.

9:01pm
ABC The Se cret Lives of Mor mon Wives
“The Book of Truth” A birth day trip forces one
lady to con sider if she wants to con tinue within 
MomTok and a birth day game brings out a
truth that shocks ev ery one. TV14

7:00pm
NBC St. Denis Med i cal Ded i cated work ers
at an underfunded hos pi tal do their best to
care for their pa tients as they at tempt to main -
tain positivity in the face of many hard ships.
(HD)

9:00pm
ABC High Po ten tial “Dirty Rot ten Scoun -
drel” When the de tec tives in ves ti gate a mur -
der scene in a ho tel room, Mor gan re lies on
her clean ing ex pe ri ence to lend a hand; Soto
dis cusses Ro man’s dis ap pear ance. TV14 (HD)

TUESDAY

8:02pm
ABC Ce leb rity Jeop ardy! “Quarterfinal #6:
Susie Essman, Blake An der son, and Robin
Thede” Ac tress Susie Essman, ac tor Blake
An der son and comic Robin Thede com pete in
a bat tle of trivia knowl edge as they play for
their se lected char ity or ga ni za tions. TVPG
(HD)

9:00pm
TBS Foul Play with An thony Da vis Turn ing
the ta bles on the locker room dy namic, ath -
letes from all sports pull pranks on their obliv i -
ous team mates and sports-world friends.

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 16, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Home Vid eos
(HD)

60 Min utes (HD) Next Level Chef
(HD)

Sat ur day Night
Live

Col lege Soft ball
(Live)

(5:00) All Star
(Live)

Law & Or der:
SVU

“Toy Story 3"
(‘10) Tom
Hanks.

Lo tus (HD) The Knick “Whip -
lash”

(5:55)
Yellowjackets:30 (:35) The White

Lo tus “Byg” (HD)7 PM Gears Tracker “The Dis -
ci ple”

Fam ily Guy Sat ur day Night
Live “SNL50:
The An ni ver sary 
Spe cial” (HD)

Col lege Soft ball
Florida State vs
UCF (Live)

NBA All Star
Week end (Live)

Law & Or der:
SVU

“Eye in the
Sky” Helen
Mirren.

Yellowjackets “It
Girl”:30 Gears Grimsburg StuGo

8 PM Gears Wat son “Red -
coat”

North (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

StuGo The White Lo tus
(HD)

Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Gears Krapopolis Moon Girl “Me chanic:

Res ur rec tion”
Ja son Statham.9 PM Gears The Equal izer

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Law & Or der:
SVU

Moon Girl (:03) The White
Lo tus

Dex ter: Orig i nal
Sin:30 Gears Moon Girl

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Foul Play Law & Or der:
SVU

Blu ey Last Week Yellowjackets “It
Girl”:30 Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
“Men in Black”
(‘97) Will Smith.

Kiff: Ring (:47) The White
Lo tus

aac “Pride”
(‘07) Terrence
Howard.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Law & Or der:

SVU
Blu ey Yellowjackets

(HD):30 Sports Blu ey (:50) Lo tus

MONDAY

Television Listings
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Anna VFW Post 3455 calendar of events
Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of Anna has announced 
its schedule of events.  The 
post is located at 70 VFW 
Ln. near Anna. The schedule 
includes:

A Valentines dinner is 
planned from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 14. The menu 
will include steak, a baked 
potato, salad and dessert 
for $25. Stop by the can-
teen during regular business 
hours to sign up. A limited 
number of meals are avail-

able. Payment is required 
at the time a reservation is 
made.

Mystify Music is sched-
uled to be at the post from 
7 p.m. to 11 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 14.

A district Auxiliary meet-
ing is planned Saturday, Feb. 
15. A joint meeting is sched-
uled at 11 a.m. The joint 
meeting will be followed by 
lunch. The Auxiliary meet-
ing begins at 1 p.m. An audit 
of the district treasurer and 
secretary’s books is planned 

after lunch. 
A joint meeting of the 

post and auxiliary is planned 
at 5:30 p.m. Feb. 17. The 
auxiliary plans to meet at 6 
p.m. The post plans to meet 
at 7 p.m.

Star Karaoke is scheduled 
to be at the post from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 21.

Live music with Brian 
Pender and the Plan C Gang 
is set for Saturday, Feb. 22.

Singo Bingo is planned 
Friday, Feb. 28, with more 
information to be announced.

Giant City announces Trash Blast, gray fox presentation
A Trash Blast and a pre-

sentation about the gray fox 
are upcoming programs an-
nounced by Giant City State 
Park near Makanda.

Trash Blast
A Lake Murphysboro State 

Park Trash Blast is scheduled 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Tues-
day, Feb. 18.

Park staff members and 
volunteers are invited to come 
and pick up trash and debris.

Participants are asked to 
meet at 9 a.m. at the main pa-
vilion by the shower houses at 
Lake Murphysboro State Park.

Mor information is avail-
able by calling the Lake Mur-
physboro State Park office at 
618-684-2867.

Gray Fox Program
A presentation about the 

gray fox is planned from 2 
p.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
22, at the visitors center at 
Giant City State Park.

The presentation will be 
given by Nadine Pershyn, 
a Ph.D. student at Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale 
who is studying the gray fox. 

The elusive gray fox is a 
native, mid-sized carnivore 

that is declining across the 
Midwest.

The talk will touch on: how 
to identify a gray fox, com-
pared to more common red 
foxes, what makes gray foxes 
so special, how the population 
is struggling in the Midwest, 
ongoing research at SIU to 
help combat the population 
decline and what people can 
do to help.

For more information or to 
register for the free program, 
call the Giant City State Park 
visitors center at 618-457-
4836.
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                         By Geof Skinner

This week...a little bit of this...a little bit of that...
It’s been a while...and with that being said...once again this 

week...we will offer a little bit of this...and a little bit of that...
Let’s start with a bit of an update... yes, indeed, yours truly 

has retired...as editor of this publication. 
At Bob’s request, and with his support, I plan to continue to 

write a column each week. You see, Bob has a whole cat-alog 
of stories to tell... 

Meanwhile...
Did you enjoy the Big Game? Yours truly thought the game 

was a Big Dud. Which has not been unusual for the spectacle 
that the event has become over the years. At least some of the 
commercials were entertaining...and some just left the two of 
us scratching our heads.

The Big Game did give this writer an opportunity to learn 
about something called Superb Owl Sunday. Maybe you have 
heard of Superb Owl Sunday, especially if you happen to be 
a bird person.

Superb Owl Sunday is a bit of a play on words. Move the “b” 
at the end of “Superb” over to the beginning of “Owl” and you 
get the name of the big and pretty much boring professional 
football game which unfolded last Sunday night in front of an 
audience of gazillions of people and, perhaps, other creatures 
on Planet Earth and various unnamed orbs in the universe.

As near as I could determine, Superb Owl Sunday may have 
come to be thanks to a typographical snafu, but it’s now a way 
to appreciate those wise old birds we call owls, along with 
other birds of prey which inhabit our planet. Sometimes, when 
the weather is much warmer, Bob and I will hear owls calling 
in the dark on a warm spring or summer night when we sit on 
the front porch. 

Speaking of birds of prey, how ‘bout a Critter Sighting 
Update...or two...

Superb Owl? Yup. Well, kind of. Please see the photograph 
which accompanies this week’s column.

Eagles. Yup. Well, once again, kind of. I saw a whole bunch 
‘em, on television last Sunday night inside a stadium in New 
Orleans, Louisiana.

Swift. The bird. Nope. Swift. The singer. Yup. In the same 
stadium as the Eagles. The night did not turn out well for Swift 
the singer...

Meanwhile...
I don’t know about you, but I am ready to see a crocus in 

bloom. They seem to be late this year...
Meanwhile...
I wanted to share a very nice message which was sent to the 

local newspaper:

A Superb Owl, of sorts, was spotted on Sunday, the day 
of the Big Game, when the photographer was on his daily 
walkabout. More about this fascinating topic can be found 
in the accompanying word salad...which would be good with 
some Hellmann’s  Mayonnaise...based on the interesting 
commercial that aired during the Big Game last Sunday 
night.  

Watching a slug crawl across an icy slab of concrete on 
a cold winter afternoon may have been more exciting than 
watching the Big Game last Sunday night.  

‘Sharing community’
Greetings
 I, and many others, are so grateful for all that Geof and Jill 

have done for this community. 
We are grateful for each of them, who they are and have been 

as individuals here, sharing community.  
I hope the fine work that he has created (along with the 

previous owners and all the staff that makes all of it possible) 
persists and endures as the wonderful gift that it is.

The Anna Gazette, The Talk and the Cobden Review are 
blessings to all of us and we are grateful.

Faithful news reporting and a clear commitment to commu-
nication which is truthful, positive and simple, (which is to say, 
honest) are a wonderful gift.

Kind and generous sharing of the community happenings 
keeps us all connected and contributes to kindness and sharing, 
everywhere.

All of Southern Illinois and especially all of Union County 
can be grateful. 

Thank you, Geof Skinner
Kind regards and I hope that ongoing  life brings every good 

direction to fruition and new possibilities to life for each and 
both of you.

The message was shared by Julie Osborn Murphy of Cobden. 
Julie has frequently shared letters to the editor with this 

public, and for that I am grateful. I am also grateful that she 
mentioned The Other Half, who really, really does have a name, 
and has been a big reason for what I have been able to do, and 
accomplish, for all of these years.

With that in mind, once again I will wish a Happy Valentine’s 
Day to my sweetheart...

...oh...and to all of the folks who are kind enough to read 
this column... 

The big day is Friday, February 14, so there’s still time to 
pick up some chocolate...and flowers...

Annual observance
focuses on heart health

The Illinois Department of Public Health, IDPH, is high-
lighting a month-long focus on heart health during American 
Heart Month in February. 

The annual observance serves as a reminder to the public 
about the dangers of cardiovascular disease and the resources 
that are available to help people maintain heart health. 

“Heart disease remains the number one cause of death both 
nationally and right here in Illinois,” IDPH director Dr. Sameer 
Vohra said in a news release. 

“But heart disease can be preventable when we are aware 
of our own personal risk factors. The first step in prevention is 
identifying what can make your heart unhealthy, such as un-
treated high blood pressure, high cholesterol and high levels of 
stress. Next, create a heart-healthy action plan. Finally, schedule 
a check-up with your medical provider and take control of your 
heart health today.” 

IDPH’s men’s health program will also have targeted mes-
saging during the month, with an emphasis on disproportionate 
rates of early-onset heart disease in young males generally, and 
specifically among young Black males.

IDPH social media channels will also be busy during the 
month, with frequent messaging about heart disease risks and 
prevention strategies, including:

•The benefits of regular checkups and frequent monitoring 
of blood pressure and cholesterol levels.

•The symptoms of a heart attack.
•The heart benefits of adequate sleep, proper diet, physical 

activity and giving up smoking.

Southern 7 encourages
everyone to be prepared
for an earthquake

The worst earthquake in Illinois history occurred on Dec. 17, 
1811. The quake blew smoke, sand and coal 30 yards into the 
air and made the Mississippi River flow backward.

February is Earthquake Preparedness Month. According to 
the Central United States Earthquake Consortium, CUSEC, 
earthquakes continue to occur on a daily basis in the central 
United States, with nearly 200 occurring each year. 

Southern 7 Health Department is encouraging everyone to 
follow steps from www.ready.gov/earthquakes to keep them-
selves and their families safe.

Start by being prepared for after an earthquake. Create a 
family emergency communications plan that includes an out-
of-state contact. 

Plan where to meet if you get separated. And make a supply 
kit that includes enough food and water for several days, a 
flashlight, a fire extinguisher and a whistle.

There can be serious hazards after an earthquake, such as 
damage to the building, leaking gas and water lines or downed 
power lines. 

Once you are safe, pay attention to local news reports for 
emergency information and instructions via battery-operated 
radio, TV, social media or from cell phone text alerts.

Next, practice with your family what to do during an earth-
quake. When the ground starts to shake, protect yourself right 
away:

If you are in a car, pull over and stop. Set your parking brake.
If you are in bed, turn face down and cover your head and 

neck with a pillow.
If you are outdoors, stay outdoors away from buildings.
If you are inside, stay and do not run outside and avoid 

doorways.
Drop, Cover and Hold On! is the best way to stay safe with 

earthquakes. 
The phrase reminds people to:
Drop down to the floor.
Take cover under a sturdy desk, table or other furniture.
Hold on to that object until the shaking ends.
Details on how persons with disabilities reduce injury and 

death during an earthquake are listed at www.shakeout.org/
dropcoverholdon/.

For more information on earthquake preparedness, contact 
Bobi Cavins at Southern 7 Health Department at 618-634-2297 
or visit www.iemaohs.illinois.gov/preparedness/earthquake.
html and http://www.cusec.org/.

SIUC Chancellor’s Scholarships 
awarded to high school seniors

Thirty-four high achiev-
ing high school seniors are 
receiving Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale 2025 
Chancellor’s Scholarships, 
which cover tuition, manda-
tory fees, on-campus housing 
and food for four years.

Students from the Union 
County area are among those 
receiving the scholarships.

SIU chancellor Austin A. 
Lane and other university 
officials paid surprise visits 
over two days to present the 
scholarships and congratulate 
31 students from 20 high 
schools in the Southern Illi-
nois and Metro East regions 
Feb. 3-4.

The remaining scholar-
ship recipients learned about 
their awards during a Zoom 
session.

“Chancellor’s Scholars 

imagine bold goals and then 
work to make them a reality, 
even when it defies the odds,” 
Lane said. “I am excited to 
personally congratulate these 
Salukis on receiving South-
ern’s highest honor for fresh-
men.”

Lane presented scholar-
ships to students in Carbon-
dale, Carterville, Du Quoin, 
Herrin, Marion, Murphys-
boro, Nashville, Pinckneyville 
and Red Bud. 

Other scholarship recipients 
in Southern Illinois received 
surprise visits from university 
officials and Brown Dawg.

More than 600 high school 
students competed in the 
selection process. Winning 
students demonstrate high 
academic achievement, have 
a strong record of leadership 
in their communities and 

participate in numerous ex-
tracurricular activities.

The award is renewable for 
three years, contingent upon 
the students maintaining a 3.0 
or higher GPA.

Students from the Union 
County area who were among 
those receiving Chancellor’s 
Scholarships included, by 
community, as provided by 
the university:

Alto Pass: Garrett Basler, 
Cobden High School.

Anna: Brooklynn Eastman, 
Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School.

Buncombe: Brinley Corbit, 
Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School.

Karnak: Ethyn Bradley, 
Vienna High School.

Makanda: Elle Banz, Car-
bondale Community High 
School.

Farms provide local food to underserved communities
By Hannah Spangler

FarmWeek
Farms are growing while 

providing fresh, local food 
to underserved communities 
through the Illinois Equitable 
Access Towards Sustainable 
Systems, IL-EATS, grant 
program.

Participants in IL-EATS 
reflected on the impact of the 
program’s first year on Jan. 
29 during a breakout session 
at the Everything Local Con-
ference in Springfield. Farm-
ers, business owners and oth-
er stakeholders shared their 

success stories and provided 
input to shape the future of 
IL-EATS.

“This program is allowing 
farmers to do really great 
things,” Makala Bach, Uni-
versity of Illinois outreach 
associate, told FarmWeek. 
“Even though, for now, this is 
a limited-funding program, if 
it’s doing anything, it is cat-
alyzing a lot of relationships 
and an interconnection of the 
food system that we haven’t 
seen in Illinois.”

Funded by the USDA’s 
Local Food Purchasing Assis-
tance Cooperative Agreement 
Program, LFPA, IL-EATS 
aims to boost statewide food 
systems. 

Reflecting on the first year, 
Bach noted that the program 
has achieved this goal and 
more, including building 
relationships between farm-
ers and food banks, helping 
producers enter larger whole-
sale markets and providing 
consistency and opportunity 
to producers by offering them 
fair market value.

In 2024, 176 Illinois farm-
ers from 83 counties sold 
their products to IL-EATS 
lead agencies. According to 
Bach, 58 percent of these 
farmers have been farming 
for less than 10 years, and 63 
percent reported their farms 
are growing.

“Magic happens when you 
buy local food for the prices 
you should be buying food 
for,” Bach.

Several farmers and busi-
nesses benefiting from the 
program shared their stories:

Wayne Sirles, Rendleman 
Orchards

Rendelman Orchards in 
Alto Pass already had an 
established farm before IL-
EATS. Sirles, the orchard’s 
president, told FarmWeek 
that the program is “the gra-
vy” because of the prices IL-
EATS pays producers.

“We already have a pack-
ing facility, we’ve already 
been labeling, so we really 
didn’t have to do anything 
different,” he said. “It’s just 
another outlet to sell our 
product at an extraordinary 
price.”

Matt and Alex Klein, 
Klein’s Quality Produce

The Kleins had to make 
some changes at their busi-
ness in Elgin (Kane County) 
before joining IL-EATS. 

Owner Matt Klein said it 
required more labor to pack 
and label their produce for 
IL-EATS, but the prices they 
received helped them invest 
in the extra labor needed to 
adjust their system.

“Instead of just bulk pack-
ing our green beans after 
washing, now we have to bag 
them, weigh each and label 
it,” said Alex Klein, Matt 
Klein’s son and partner in the 
family business.

Matt Klein added that 
their lead agency, Rooted 
for Good, has made their IL-
EATS experience extremely 
positive. The Kleins know 
how much produce Rooted 
for Good will need from them 
every month.

Ben Jaffe,  Earthlore 
Farm

Jaffe grows fresh produce 
such as lettuce, squash and 
basil on his small family farm 
in Iroquois County.

He shared there were some 
challenges early on when IL-
EATS was still trying to work 
out some logistics. The lead 
agency the farm was con-
nected with was not able to 
purchase all the lettuce Jaffe 
was trying to sell. Now, he 
has multiple agencies to sell 
to through IL-EATS, prevent-
ing this issue from recurring.

“At the end of the day, 
IL-EATS gives us a win-win 
situation,” Jaffe said.

Kerry and Ashley Keh-
rert, Mulberry Creek Meats

“This has all just kind of 
been a whirlwind,” Ashley 
Kehrert said of their jump 
into IL-EATS.

Before IL-EATS, the Keh-
rerts sold live animals or 
custom shares to family and 
friends in the Clinton County 
area. Now, they have ex-
panded into a larger market, 
launched the Mulberry Creek 
Meats Brand and obtained 
their meat broker license.

“This has given us the 
opportunity to start selling 
individual products and in-
dividual cuts of meat,” Kerry 
Kehrert said. “That is some-
thing we definitely would 
not have done without this 
program.”

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit Farm-
WeekNow.com.


