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News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area,
from social media
and beyond...

Happy Groundhog Day.
The “holiday” is Feb. 2.
skoskok
Also coming up in Febru-
ary: Ash Wednesday and Val-
entine’s Day on Feb. 14 and
Presidents’ Day on Feb. 19.
skskesk
Early voting for the March
primary election is scheduled
to begin Thursday, Feb. 8.
skoskok
Looks like a very nice
weather forecast for the area,
with lots of sunshine and a
high temperature near 60 de-
grees on Friday and Saturday.
skskeok
As of Thursday, Jan. 25,
the U.S. Drought Monitor
reported that Union County
was experiencing abnormally
dry conditions.
skoskosk
The A-J Junior Wildcats
“On the Prowl” wrestling
event is planned Sunday, Feb.
4, at Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School.
skskeok
This year’s Easter sunrise
service at the Cross of Peace
on Bald Knob Mountain near
Alto Pass is Sunday, March
31.
skoskosk
Also scheduled at the Cross
of Peace: Blessing of the
Squads on April 28, Bless-
ing of the Bikes on May 19
and Blessing of the Jeeps on
June 1.
kskeok
Bernie’s Place is the newly
branded name of the food pan-
try at Shawnee Community
College near Ullin. Donations
of nonperishable food items
are welcomed.
skoskok
A fried chicken luncheon
to help support the family of
Dustin Pitts is planned from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 11, in the parish hall at
St. Joseph Catholic Church in
Cobden. The Cobden resident
sustained major injuries in a
recent traffic accident.
skoskok
Cypress Creek National
Wildlife Refuge is accepting
bids for a one-year agreement
to farm 210 acres. Details are
available by contacting the
refuge office near Ullin.
kskeok
The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah re-
ported early this week t hat
river levels along the Ohio
River were rising towards
minor flood stage at several
locations.
skoskok
Wind gusts in the range of
20 to 25 miles per hour were
recorded last Saturday and
Sunday in the area.

Blood drive
set at college

An American Red Cross
blood drive is planned
Wednesday, Feb. 7, at Shaw-
nee Community College’s
main campus near Ullin.

The blood drive is sched-
uled from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Those who want to be donors
can schedule an appointment
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Bid accepted for new animal control building

A new Union County ani-
mal control building is ex-
pected be in business by this
summer.

The Union County Board of
Commissioners last week ap-
proved a bid for construction
of the new facility.

The bid was approved at a
regular meeting of the county
board. The meeting was Fri-
day morning, Jan. 26, at the
Union County Courthouse in
Jonesboro.

The new building will re-
place facilities which are
located along Kaolin Road,
between Anna and Cobden.
The new structure will be lo-
cated just east of the existing
facilities. A new, combined
lagoon/septic system is part
of the project.

The commissioners accept-
ed a low bid package submit-
ted by Evrard Company Inc.
of Marion.

The company’s bid totalled
$1,127,000. The total included
a base bid of $1,079,000;
$19,000 to construct a “stick
built” building; and $29,000
for an epoxy floor, which
was recommended for such
facilities.

The county has been set-
ting funds aside for a number
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Animal control facilities
Union County animal control facilities are located along Kaolin Road, between Anna and Cobden. A bid has
been accepted for construction of new facilities.

of years in anticipation of the
development of a new animal
control facility. Together with
those funds, the county has
been awarded grants to pay
for the project.
Groundbreaking for the
new project is planned in
March. The project could be

completed by July, weather
permitting.

Dodd Architects of Anna is
the architect for the project.
Ryan Dodd, Dodd Architects
principal architect and found-
er, attended Friday’s meeting
and discussed the project with
county officials.

The new building will mea-
sure about 4,450 square feet.
The structure will consist of
administrative spaces, animal
housing spaces, a break room
and a sallyport.

Board of commissioners
chairman Max Miller said
the new facility will be a “tre-

mendous asset” for the county.
He praised the animal control
program’s staff for the work
they do.

Commissioner Darryl Har-
vell echoed those sentiments,
saying that the project repre-
sents a positive step for the
county.

Hospital
praised

Praise for Union County
Hospital in Anna was heard
last week at a county govern-
ment meeting.

The important role of com-
passionate care provided at
the hospital was shared at
last Friday morning’s regular
meeting of the Union County
Board of Commissioners.
The meeting was at the Union
County Courthouse in Jones-
boro.

Commissioner David Gould
offered praise for the care
which a friend had recently

received at the hospital. He
also praised the work done by
the Union County Ambulance
Service.

While the story ultimately
had a sad ending with the
passing of the friend, Gould
said that “Union County Hos-
pital was just absolutely amaz-
ing” with the care that was
provided.

Gould said that one of the
strengths of a community in-
cludes having a local hospital.

County board chairman
Max Miller agreed with
Gould’s comments.

Miller said the hospital was
“one of our biggest assets. It’s
an absolute great thing.”

Weather

2.55 inches of rain;
high 57,low 30

Union County experienced
wet and mild weather during
the period of Jan. 23-29.

Precipitation for the period
totaled 2.55 inches of rain.
Rain was recorded for three
days in a row in the county.

Temperatures ranged from
a high of 57 to a low of 30.

The warmer temperatures
marked a rebound from the
arctic cold which the county
experienced in the middle
of January, when lows in the
single digits were recorded.

Following are temperatures
and precipitation for the pe-
riod as recorded by weather
observer Dana Cross near
Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Jan. 23: high 49,
low 38. .88 of an inch of rain.

Wednesday, Jan. 24: high
57, low 48. .25 of an inch of
rain.

Thursday, Jan. 25: high 50,
low 44. 30 of an inch of rain.

Friday, Jan. 26: high 49,
low 40.

Saturday, Jan. 27: high 40,
low 38. 1.12 inches of rain.

Sunday, Jan. 28: high 40,
low 35.

Monday, Jan. 29: high 49,
low 30.

Gala planned

Union County Chamber
of Commerce & Economic
Development plans to host its
ninth annual gala on Saturday,
Feb. 3.

The gala will be held at
Havisham House in Alto Pass.
The theme is “The Roaring
¢20s.” A social hour is planned
at 5 p.m. Dinner will be served
at 6 p.m.

Catering will be by The
Kitchen on Lafayette in Anna.
Awards will be presented by
the chamber.

A live auction, 50/50 raf-
fle and bourbon raffle are
planned. Live music will be
presented by Deja Voodoo.

Vienna welcomes Dongola for special homecoming event

As Dongola School pre-
pared to celebrate its home-
coming last week, the Dongo-
la students who attend Vienna
joined with Vienna students,
staff and Dongola adminis-
trators in wearing Dongola
colors at Vienna.

The collective Dongola/
Vienna student body also
participated in a few activi-
ties at Vienna to celebrate the
Dongola Homecoming week.

The Dongola student
body participated in a day
of activities at Dongola on
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Friday, Jan. 26, with a home-
coming basketball game
against Shawnee at 6 p.m.
Dongola’s homecom-
ing coronation was held
on Saturday at 6:15 p.m. A
student dance followed.
Dongola superintendent
Dr. Paige Maginel and prin-
cipal Dr. Ellie Rush attended
the celebration at Vienna.
They addressed the student
body and staff and thanked
them for the warm welcome
and support for Dongola
athletes and students.

e Bl o S R ".""IQ b

[EREE5alEes - |
|

Vienna Student Council
sponsor Nicole Trovil-
lion said, “It’s so fun to
see students come together
to support the Dongola
basketball team and cheer-
leaders. We're glad we
could put the spotlight on
these incredible students
and show them that we see
them and support them.”

“It has been a joy to have
the Dongola freshman and
sophomores join the student
body at Vienna this year,”
Vienna School superinten-

=

dent Joshua Stafford said.

“To be honest it has
taken me a while to figure
out who is from Don-
gola and who isn’t.

“The high school in
Vienna welcomes students
from four grade schools
(Buncombe, Cypress, New
Simpson Hill and Vienna)
which cover parts of four
counties (Johnson, Union,
Massac and Williamson)
and this year a fifth school
with Dongola in the mix.

“It seems as though they

have just joined in with
the rest of the group. It has
also been encouraging to
see the various relation-
ships that have formed and
growth that has occurred.
“We look forward to
welcoming back the students
that have been in Vienna
this year and also bring-
ing a new group of fresh-
men from all five schools.
Principal John Giffin said,
“Good luck to Dongola in
their homecoming game.
We are rooting for you.”
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Special homecoming event
Dongola School celebrated homecoming last week. Dongola students who attend Vienna joined with Vienna students, staff and Dongola
administrators in wearing Dongola colors at Vienna. Photo provided.
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Union County sheriff
offering scholarship

The Illinois Sheriffs’ Asso-
ciation announces that it will
be awarding over $58,000 in
college scholarships through-
out the State of Illinois to
students who want to pursue
higher education during the
2024-2025 academic year.

The scholarship is to be
applied to tuition, books and
fees only.

The student must be en-
rolled full-time at a certified
institution of higher learning
within the State of Illinois,
full-time. Online learning is
acceptable.

Union County Sheriff Da-
vid Wilkins will be awarding
one scholarship in the amount
of $500.

There will be no restriction
on any applicant by reason of

Women'’s club

meeting planned

The Anna-Jonesboro Wom-
en’s Club plans to meet at 2
p-m.on Feb. 5 at the Shawnee
Community College exten-
sion center in Anna.

The guest speaker is sched-
uled to be Jean Few, who will
talk about her experiences
when she was a nurse in Guam
during the Vietnam War. Ev-
eryone is welcome.

race, age, creed, color, sex or
national origin.

The only limitations are as
follows:

*Applicants must be perma-
nent Illinois residents.

*Scholarships must be uti-
lized at institutions of higher
learning within the State of
[linois.

*Students must be enrolled
as a full-time student during
the 2024-2025 school year
(excluding the summer ses-
sion).

Applications are available
at the sheriff’s office in Jones-
boro.

Applications also are avail-
able on the Illinois Sher-
iffs” Association’s website at
https://www.ilsheriff.orgly-
outh-2/.

Students must complete
the application, answer an
essay question and return all
documentation to the sher-
iff’s office in their permanent
county of residence by March
15,2024 (applications must be
postmarked by this date).

More information is avail-
able by contacting the Union
County Sheriff’s Office at
833-5500, the Illinois Sher-
iffs’ Association, a high school
advising center or a college
financial aid office.

Early & Grace Period

Voting Schedule
2024 Primary Election
March 19, 2024

Earl in

hedul

Starting Thursday, February 8, 2024, through Monday,
March 18, 2024, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Excluding
weekends except dates listed below:
Saturday, March 16, 2024 - 8 a.m. to Noon
Sunday, March 17,2024 - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

r Peri

tin hedul

Starting Wednesday, February 21, 2024, through
Monday, March 18, 2024, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Excluding weekends except dates listed below and
Tuesday, March 19, 2024, Primary Election Day.
Saturday, March 16, 2024 - 8 a.m. to Noon
Sunday, March 17,2024 - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Primary Election Day is Tuesday, March 19, 2024, 6
am.to7 p.m.

Early and Grace Voting will be held at the Union County

Clerk's Office, located at:

309 West Market Street, Room 116
Jonesboro, IL 62952

T

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

The Gazette-Democrat

County Line News

(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)

Changing Weather...

We received our warm up
as promised and the rain that
accompanied it. It was cer-
tainly nicer than single digits
and snow.

Still, it brought its own
brand of hazards...fog. Many
accidents came about these
last several days because of
the dense fog, some were hor-
ribly tragic. Please be careful
out there everyone and be cau-
tious in bad conditions.

February Arrives

Have you noticed that Feb-
ruary is here? What the heck
happened to January?

I still have holiday decora-
tions up. Unfortunately, the
ones outside are wet and may
remain out there until they dry
out...maybe in April, which
will be here in a couple of
weeks, or will seem like it.

February has a few events
in store for our entertainment,
provided the weather cooper-
ates enough for us to get out
and enjoy them.

However, we can all stay
inside and watch television
to see what the groundhog
predicts for the remainer of
winter.

Did you know that “Punx-
sutawney Phil” isn’t the only
predicting groundhog? Evi-
dently, New York, New Jersey,
Massachusetts, West Virginia,
Ohio, Tennessee and Wiscon-

‘Planting Clues’

program set

A program titled “Plant-
ing Clues: How Plants Solve
Crimes” is set for 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 8, in Carbon-
dale.

The program, presented by
the Sierra Club’s Shawnee
Group, will be in the Carbon-
dale Township meeting room
at 217 E. Main St.

Parking will be available
behind the building, which
is located off Monroe Street.

The presentation is sched-
uled to be given by Dr. David
Gibson.

Gibson is a Southern Il-
linois University School of
Biological Sciences emeritus
professor of plant biology.

sin all have their own version.
Southern Illinois does not.

Lots Going On

However, we do have the
Union County Chamber of
Commerce dinner on Feb. 3 at
Havisham House in Alto Pass
with a “Roaring ‘20’s” theme;
a warning, tickets are limited.

Blue Sky Vineyard has
Saturday only music events
each weekend from 2 p.m. to
5 p.m. Alto Vineyards also has
several events in February.

A-J wrestling will have
their “On the Prowl” event
on Feb. 4.

The Daniel Chapman Chap-
ter, NSDAR, plans to have a
monthly meeting at the Union
County Historical Society
on Feb. 12 and will help the
veterans celebrate Valentine’s
Day at the Illinois Veterans
Home in Anna later that af-
ternoon.

Mill Creek Baptist Church
will have an annual Valen-
tine’s Day dinner Feb. 14 at
6 p.m.

A Civil War Weekend event
will be hosted at the Anna Arts
Center on Feb. 23; tickets are
$25.Call 904-625-1109 if you
are interested in attending.

An American Red Cross
blood drive is planned Feb. 27
at the Anna Arts Center.

I’m sure there are other
things going on, but that’s all
I know about right now.

Most businesses have web
pages, so go online and see
what’s in store for the month.
I’m sure the newspaper will
be posting more events as they
become known.

Mill Creek Baptist Church

Mill Creek Baptist Church
met Sunday, Jan. 21, with
Brother Bobby Richardson
enlightening the congregation
with a message from the book
of Mark.

In chapter 2:1-12 we
learned the meaning of true
friendship. Do you have a
friend you can depend on for
absolutely anything?

In this message we learned
of four friends who were so
determined to see that their
friend, who was a paralytic,
got to Jesus for healing.

The crowd gathered around
Jesus was enormous, so these

PUBLIC NOTICE

Registration and voting aids are available under
the Federal Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and
Handicapped Act and of the availability of assistance
in marking the ballot and procedures for voting by
absentee ballot and procedures for early voting by

personal appearance. (10ILCS 5/12-1)

Dated: February 1, 2024

e

Lance Meisenheimer

Union County Clerk/Recorder

LEGAL NOTICE

men created a hole in the roof
and lower the man down into
the building. Their faith made
a difference in this man’s life.

We need to surround our-
selves with these types of
faithful friends. We also need
to remember that salvation
came first, then healing.

We have a prayer list we
put out each week, it’s headed
with a quote from James 5:15:
“The prayer of faith will save
the sick, and the Lord will
raise him up.”

We must have faith. Does
that guarantee a healing? No.
There is a grander plan than
we can image out there. We
have to trust God knows the
best way to achieve it, but
first we must put forth our
true faith.

Those added to the prayer
list include Gary McCree for
health; the Bittle family in the
loss of Margie; Brother Greg
Bittle in his ministry; Brother
Bobby Richardson, who is
having more issues with his
feet; Nina and Buck McDaniel
are still ill; and special prayer
go out to all involved with the
family of the gentleman who
died in the traffic accident in
Anna on Wednesday.

Bible Study

Mill Creek Baptist Church
started a new Bible study
on Wednesday night, led by
Brother Bobby Newberry.

The Wednesday study
started in Genesis 49 with
Jacob’s last words, before
he passed away, to his sons:
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah,
Zebulun, Issachar, Dan, Gad,
Asher, Naphtali, Joseph and
Benjamin. These were not all
wondrous blessings, but also
admonishments.

Please join us at 6:30 p.m.
each Wednesday as we learn

By Suzan Harvel

about the “Twelve Tribes of
Israel.”

Village of Mill Creek

The Village of Mill Creek
met at a delayed meeting on
Tuesday, Jan. 23.

The meeting was resched-
uled from Jan. 16 due to the
extreme cold.

Residents who want to
attend meetings need to con-
tact the village president or a
board member so that they can
be placed on the agenda.

Residents’ concerns and
questions can be voiced after
the general business portion
of the meeting has concluded.

A listing will be published
soon of each month’s sched-
uled meeting date and time.
For more information, contact
the village office at 618-697-
3884.

Fatal accident
reported in Anna

A Union County man sus-
tained fatal injuries in a traf-
fic accident which happened
early Wednesday morning,
Jan. 24.

The victim was identified
as Junior Lee “Zip” Toler, 78,
of Anna.

Union County Coroner Jon
Shaffer reported that Mr. Toler
was riding an electric scooter
which was struck by another
vehicle. The driver of the sec-
ond vehicle was not injured.

The accident was reported
to have happened at about
6:30 a.m. Jan. 24 on Illinois
Route 146, about 100 feet to
200 feet west of Leigh Av-
enue. Heavy fog was reported
at the time.

Mr. Toler was transported
by ambulance to Union Coun-
ty Hospital in Anna, where he
was pronounced dead.

NOTICE OF ABSENTEE VOTING

Notice is hereby given that any elector who will be unable to
be present at the polls on election day may make application
by mail for an absentee ballot not more than 40 nor less than
5 days prior to the date of such election or may vote in person
in the office of the Election Authority not more than 40 nor
less than one day prior to the date of the General Election.
All inquiries should be directed to the Election Authority.

P

(Signature of Election Authority)

Lance Meisenheimer

309 W. Market St., Room 116
Jonesboro, IL 62952

(618) 833-5711

PRIMARY ELECTION
March 19, 2024

Last Day to Register to Vote
Mailing of Absentee Ballots
Military & Overseas Voting
Grace Period Voting

Early Voting

February 20, 2024

Feb. 8 - March 14, 2024
Feb. 2 - March 11, 2024
Feb. 21 - March 19, 2024

Feb. 8 - March 18, 2024
8G

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF ELECTION

Notice is hereby given that a GENERAL PRIMARY ELECTION will be held at all polling places in UNION
COUNTY, ILLINOIS on MARCH 19, 2024.

Candidates will be nominated to the following offices:

President Of The United States - Democratic and Republican Parties

Representative In Congress in the 12th Congressional District - Democratic and Republican Parties
Delegate To The National Nominating Convention in the 12th Congressional District - Democratic and

Republican Parties

Representative In The General Assembly in the 118th Representative District - Democratic and Republican

Parties

Circuit Clerk - Democratic and Republican Parties

State’s Attorney - Democratic and Republican Parties
County Coroner - Democratic and Republican Parties

County Commissioner Seat A (6-Year Term) - Democratic and Republican Parties
County Commissioner Seat D (6-Year Term) - Democratic and Republican Parties
PRECINCT COMMITTEEPERSON - Democratic and Republican Parties

Propositions to be voted upon:

Order of the ballot:

Federal, Congressional, Representative, County, Precinct

THE POLLS WILL BE OPEN FROM 6:00 AM TO 7:00 PM

Dated: 1/19/2024

el

LANCE M. MEISENHEIMER

Union County Clerk
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News from

Anna First Baptist Church

Anna First Baptist Church
met for worship on Sunday,
Jan. 28.

Pastor Lupe welcomed ev-
eryone to the service, both in
the sanctuary and those watch-
ing the live stream online. He
gave a special welcome to
visitors and then led the open-
ing prayer.

Announcements were
shared. Prayers were said for
those on the prayer list.

The call to worship was on
“God, The Holy Spirit.”

Jean Denny two worship
hymns: “When We All Get
to Heaven” and “Amazing
Grace.”

The contemporary worship
team led the congregation in
the singing of “Agnus Dei”
and “Goodness of God.”

Pastor Lupe’s scripture was

Shawnee
celebrating
homecoming

Shawnee Community Col-
lege is celebrating homecom-
ing this week.

Homecoming week began
Monday, Jan. 29, and contin-
ues through Saturday, Feb. 3.

Activities are planned all
week. Monday was Pajama
Day. Tuesday was Twin Day.
Wednesday was Jersey Day.

Thursday, today, is Throw-
back Thursday. Friday is Spirit
Day.

Activities scheduled on
Saturday include:

10 a.m., Story Time with
the Saints. 11 a.m., Connie’s
Chili for the Community.

1 p.m., women'’s basketball
vs. Wabash Valley. 3 p.m.
Men’s basketball vs. Wabash
Valley.

7 p.m., Murder in Venice
Masquerade Dinner

taken from Genesis 4. His ser-
mon was titled “First Sons.”

The message recalled that
“Cain and Abel are Biblical
figures whose story is recount-
ed in the Book of Genesis.

“They were the sons of
Adam and Eve, making them
central characters in the early
narratives of human history.

“The story revolves around
the two brothers and their
offerings to God. Abel, a
shepherd, presented a pleasing
sacrifice, while Cain, a farmer,
offered an inferior one.

“God favored Abel’s offer-
ing, leading to jealousy and
resentment in Cain. In a fit of
anger and envy, Cain commit-
ted the first murder by killing
his brother Abel.

“This tragic event serves as
a powerful narrative exploring
themes of sibling rivalry, the
consequences of sin and the
complexities of human rela-
tionships, leaving an enduring
mark in religious and cultural
traditions.”

The church’s services can
be watched live on YouTube at
Anna First Live Stream. Anna
First Baptist Church’s website
is www.annafirst.org.

Sunday School for children
and adults start at 9 a.m. on
Sunday. The Sunday morn-
ing worship service starts at
10:15 a.m.

A youth program scheduled
at 6 p.m. on Wednesdays.

A discipleship class
is scheduled at 6 p.m. on
Wednesdays.

The church has a bus that
is available for transportation
to each of the programs. More
information is available by
calling the church office at
833-5416.

Anna First Baptist Church
is located at 409 Morgan St.
in Anna.
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News from Mt. Moriah

Lutheran Church, Anna

Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church in Anna had its annual
congregational business meeting on Sunday, Jan. 21.
Along with other regular business, new congregational
council members were elected. In the first row are,
from left, Joyce Crews and Stephanie Stroehlein. In the
second row are Sarah Hensch, J. Mike Stegle, James
Neisz and Tim Simpson. Marci Malnar also was elected
to the council but could not be present for the picture.

Photo provided.

News from

First Baptist Church,

Jonesboro

On Sunday, Jan. 28, Bro.
Don Williams, pastor of Ma-
ple Grove Baptist Church,
spoke at the morning service.
His message was about “sin,
and the penalty for sin, and
redemption.” The message
was based on several passages
from Romans in the New
Testament.

An ordination service was
held for Bro. Don last Sunday
afternoon.

The morning service was
sent by transmitter for wor-
shippers who stayed in their
cars on the church’s lower
parking lot while tuned into
their radios on station 87.9
FM.

Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

5.00 %"

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

6-Month

o/ APY*
1-Year 4 ] 8 O /O

o/ APY*
2-Year 4 ] 4 5 /O

Call or visit your local financial advisor today

Phillip McGrath

Financial Advisor

311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
618-833-6999

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 01/26/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate
risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not
be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow
interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs
sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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The service was also live
streamed on Facebook. The
church’s Facebook page,
Jonesboro FBC, has videos
and the latest information
about possible closings.

Music director Dee Rose
led worship. Debbie York was
the pianist. Dee and Debbie
sang a special, “Amazing
Grace, My Chains are Gone.”

Men’s and women’s Bible
studies are planned at 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 5.

The senior adult group,
Living Longer and Loving
It, plans to have a meeting
and a potluck meal at 11 a.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 6. The guest
speaker is scheduled to be
Jason Ozbourn, D.C.

‘Women on Mission plan to
resume monthly meetings at
9:30 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 8.

The youth plan to serve a
pancake breakfast Saturday,
Feb. 10, as a fund-raiser for
their upcoming summer camp.
All are welcome.

Anniversary: Marc and
Amy Sheffer, Feb. 2,22 years.

The regular schedule for
worship at Jonesboro First
Baptist includes Sunday
School classes on Sundays at
9 a.m., Sunday morning wor-
ship at 10 a.m. and Sunday
evening worship at 6 p.m.

Youth meet from 6 p.m. to
7 p.m.on Sundays and from 6
p-m.to 8 p.m.on Wednesdays.

The Dig-In children’s pro-
gram meets from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. on Wednesdays.

Adult Bible study is sched-
uled on Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Cobden honors newest
hall of fame members

The newest members of
Cobden High School’s ath-
letic hall of fame have been
honored.

Inductees include the 1973
baseball team, the 1979 base-
ball team, Janseen Hand,
Sandy Schuster and Elissa
Hopkins.

The 1973 baseball team
finished the season with a 24-2
record. The team scored 234
runs. Opponents tallied only
22 runs. J.L. Hargis was the
team’s head coach.

Pitchers Dana Pearson,
Steve Hartline and Karl
Sweitzer combined for 13
shutout games. They pitched
seven no-hitters and had an
ERA of 0.84.

At the time, there was only
a one class system in Illinois
sports. In postseason regional
play, Cobden fell to Marion,
which had a larger enrollment.

Blayne Smith was the head
coach of the 1979 baseball

A-J’s Zoee
Sadler wins
regional title

Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School wrestler
Zoee Sadler was a winner at
the Class 1A girls’ wrestling
regional at West Frankfort
Saturday, Jan. 27.

Sadler won the 105-pound
weight class with a 3-0 record
at the tournament.

Teammate Hayden Wil-
liamson, wrestling at 110
pounds, was 2-2 and did not
place.

Sadler advances to the
Class 1A sectional tournament
at Peoria on Feb. 8-9.

The A-J boys’ wrestling
team is scheduled to compete
in the Class 1A regional in
Herrin this weekend.

A-J is seeking to claim its
third straight wrestling re-
gional title.

Nashville
defeats A-J

The Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School boys’
basketball team was ahead
11-9 at the end of the first
quarter but fell to visiting
Nashville 55-44 Friday, Jan.
26.

The Wildcats were behind
23-19 at the half and 40-37
going into the final quarter.

Dylan Harvel led A-J with
17 points. Aiden McFadden
added 14, Drew Page 7 and
Noah Cavins 6.

A-J, 14-11 overall, plays at
Benton Friday. Feb. 2

team. Smith was in his third
season as Cobden’s head
coach. The Appleknockers
posted a 21-game winning
streak, with 6 shutouts and 2
no-hitters.

At that time, Illinois had
a two-class system in high
school sports. Cobden ad-
vanced to state that year,
where it fell in the first round.

Janseen Hand was a stand-
out player on the 1987 Cobden
baseball team. He went on to
play baseball at John A. Logan
College, Belmont College
and was drafted by the Major
League Baseball’s National
League Pittsburgh Pirates.

Elissa Hopkins, a 1996
Cobden graduate, was an
outstanding softball and bas-
ketball player. She went on
to play softball for Southern
[llinois University.

Sandy Schuster coached
girls’ basketball at Cobden
for 10 seasons, from 1979
through the 1989 season. Her
team won a regional and sec-
tional championship in 1987,
when there was a two-class
system.

She went to coach basket-
ball for the next 20 years at
Eureka College.

A-J girls
in action

The Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School girls’
basketball team was outscored
in two recent games.

Pinckneyville 54, A-J 34:
Kansas Craig led visiting A-J
with 11 points Thursday, Jan.
25.

Jayda Shepard added 8
points, Raelynn Sadler 5 and
Alex Keller and Ariana Turner
4 each.

Benton 60,A-]J 48: Shepa-
rd led host A-J with 15 points
Tuesday, Jan. 23.

Craig added 11 points,
Turner 10, Savannah Smith 6,
Sadler 4 and Jayden Girardi 3.

A-J is scheduled to play
Saturday at Vienna.

Cobden scores

win over Joppa

The Cobden High School
boys’ basketball team was 1-1
in recent action.

Cobden defeated visiting
Joppa 61-33 Friday, Jan. 26.
Cobden was outscored by
host Webber Township 65-27
Saturday, Jan. 27.

Cobden, 13-12, is sched-
uled to play Thursday, today,
at home against Meridian.

“This is what
really happened...

...some thoughts about newspapers

from the Oregon Digital Newspaper program’s website

“This is what really happened, reported by a free press to a free people. Itis the
raw material of historys; it is the story of our own times.” Henry Steel Commager

“Newspapers cannot be defined by the second word—paper. They’ve got to be
defined by the first word —news.” Arthur Sulzberg, Jr.

“A good newspaper is a nation talking to itself.” Arthur Miller

“The newspaper is a greater treasure to the people than uncounted millions of
gold.” Henry Ward Beecher

“Were it left to me to decide if we should have a government without news-
papers, or newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a moment to
prefer the latter.” Thomas Jefferson

“Most of us probably feel we couldn’t be free without newspapers, and that is
the real reason we want newspapers to be free.” Edward R. Murrow

“People don’t actually read newspapers. They step into them every morning
like a hot bath.” Marshall McLuhan

“Every time a newspaper dies, even a bad one, the country moves a little closer
to authoritarianism...” Richard Kluger

“I"d love to rise from the grave every ten years or so and go buy a few news-
papers.” Luis Bunuel

“All T know is what I read in the papers.” Will Rogers
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International Festival to offer variety of activities News from el Soosker t e i

International Festival 2024 ed to run until 1 p.m., it's Feb. 5 and from 11 a.m. toAnna Nazarene ChurCh worship service. Children’;
is planned at Southern lllinoisnot uncommon to run out of 1:30 p.m. Feb. 6. quizzing is planned at 5 p.n
University Carbondale Feb.some dishes before the end, so Tickets will also be avail A morning worship service evening message was titledAn evening worship service i
5-9, organizers encourage visitorsable at the registration deskwas held Sunday, Jan. 28'Reform Your Ways, Don’t planned at 6 p.m.

The theme for the event,to arrive early to assure bestn the International Lounge Announcements were givenBe Led Away.” Scripture was A Wednesday night servic
which will feature a vari selection. prior to the food fair on by Jessica Elkins. Music wasfrom Jeremiah. is planned at 6:30 p.m. Fel
ety of programs and activi  Tickets are $1 each, andFeb. 7. led by Pastor Randy Wright Birthdays: Jack Shepard,7 in the sanctuary. A yout
ties, is “Promoting Diversity the number of tickets need A cultural show, which and the worship team. Jan. 30; Lottie Smith, Feb. 2.group meeting and children’
Through Unity.” All events ed to purchase food itemswraps up the week, features The pastor's message was Prayers and sympathy are exquizzing are planned at 6:3
are open to the public. varies. entertainment from aroundtitled “God is the Source of All tended to the Hite family in the p.m. in the fellowship hall.

An International Parade Tickets for the food fest arethe world, courtesy of stu Things.” Scripture was from 2 loss of their loved one, Charles A Prime Time luncheon i
of Flags is scheduled to kickavailable at the student centedents. Timothy. Edward Hite Ill. He was the planned at 11:30 a.m. on Fe
off the festival at 10 a.m. business office window on The students will showcase The message can be listenetirother of Wendy Wiseman.  15. The meal is planned at noc
Feb. 5. WKH VHFRQG AR RHeir DiQeBseFackgBihds,to on the church’s website at  Schedule, Sunday, Feb. 4:  The church can be cer

An International Food Fes purchased there between &ultures and nations throughannanaz.com and on the Anndreakfast will be served at 9tacted by calling the churc
tival is scheduled to begin ata.m. and 4 p.m. weekdaysperformances, including songFirst Church of the Nazarenea.m. Sunday School is plannedR |AFH DW D
11 a.m. Feb. 7 in the studenthrough Feb. 2 and in theand dance, at 6:30 p.m. FridayfFacebook page. at 9:30 a.m. A morning wer a message if necessary or
center ballrooms . north hallway of the studentFeb. 9, in the student center A Sunday evening serviceship service is scheduled atalling Pastor Wright at 618

Although the event is skat center from noon to 2 p.m.ballrooms. was held in the church. Thel0:35 a.m. The Rev. Kim 534-7103.




