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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

Veterans
Day parade
scheduled
in Anna

A Veterans Day tradition 
is set to continue in Union 
County. 

This year’s Veteran’s Day 
parade in Anna is set for Mon-
day, Nov. 11. The parade steps 
off at 11 a.m.

The annual parade is hosted 
by Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of Anna.

The theme for this year’s 
parade is “Served Our Coun-
try, Serving Our Community.” 

The parade features partici-
pants who are  willing to show 
their patriotism and respect to 
veterans,

Businesses, organizations, 
clubs and groups  tradition-
ally have participated in the 
parade.

Complimentary chili and 
hot dogs will be served in the 
VFW hall to parade partici-
pants immediately following 
the parade. 

Certificates will be distrib-
uted to winning entries at that 
time as well.

The post is located at 70 
VFW Ln., just north of Anna, 
off old U.S. Route 51.

Veterans were honored at a ceremony which was held last weekend in Alto Pass. The Alto Pass Area Veterans 
Memorial organization conducted the ceremony Saturday morning, Nov. 2. The ceremony took place at the Veterans 
Memorial in downtown Alto Pass. The ceremony honored the memory of area veterans, including those whose 
names have been recently engraved on the Veterans Memorial. The Alto Pass Area Veterans Memorial group is 
a non-profit organization which is responsible for creating and maintaining the Alto Pass Veterans Memorial.

Arts council conducting Raise the Roof campaign

Veterans honored at ceremony in Alto Pass

Master Heather Coffman 
recently won two gold medals 
and two silver medals at the 
WKU World Kickboxing and 
Karate Union World Cham-
pionships in Rhodes, Greece.

Master Coffman, of Coff-

man’s Martial Arts Academy 
in Anna, began the journey 
by qualifying for the USA 
team in Elizabethtown, Ky., 
in April. 

She was only one of four 
women from across the coun-

World competitor
Master Heather Coffman competed for the United States at the recent WKU World 

Kickboxing and Karate Union World Championships in Rhodes, Greece. She won 
four medals at the world championships. Photo provided. 

try to be accepted as a com-
petitor for her age bracket. 

The next six months were 
spent preparing and training 
for the competition, under the 
skillful coaching of Grand-
master Robert Cutrell, founder 

of ChunJiDo and ChunJiDo 
International.  

The tournament began with 
opening ceremonies on Oct. 
21.  Twenty-seven countries 
were represented by almost 
2,000 competitors and their 
families. 

On Oct. 22, pre-elimina-
tions kicked off the four days 
of competition. Master Coff-
man placed either first or 
second in each of four events 
she participated in to advance 
on to the finals.  

On Oct. 24, she competed 
in the finals on the main stage.  

Master Coffman competed 
in Traditional Karate Kata 
against Mexico, Traditional 
Style Kata against Germany, 
Traditional Karate Weapons 
against England and Creative 

Weapons (No Music) against 
another USA team member.  

Master Coffman shared that 
“the competition was intense 
and proved worthy of a world 
tournament.”

The medals she earned 
at the world championships 
included:

Gold in Traditional Style 
Kata. Gold in Traditional Ka-
rate Weapons.

Silver in Creative Weapons 
(no music). Silver in Tradi-
tional Karate Kata. 

The world medalist said 
that competing in Rhodes, 
Greece, “was a dream come 
true,” adding that “it was more 
exciting to have to opportunity 
to represent the United States 
of America and the art of 
ChunJiDo.”

County election results
Tuesday, Nov. 5, was Election Day in Union County. 

Due to production and printing schedules, Tuesday’s 
election results could not be included in this week’s 
paper.

As of early Monday morning, 1,922 early voting bal-
lots had been cast at the Union County clerk’s office in 
Jonesboro. A total of 746 mail-in votes were reported.

The paper will post Union County election results 
online at www.annanews.com. Local election results 
will be printed in the next edition of the paper.

Coffman earns gold, silver medals at world competition

Shawnee Hills Arts Coun-
cil, SHAC, is conducting a 
Raise the Roof campaign to 
help support critical facility 
improvements.

SHAC owns three connect-
ed buildings in the downtown 
Anna area,

The buildings include one 
located at 117 W. Davie St. 
which is used for drama pro-
ductions, one at 123 W. Davie 
St. which is used as an exhibit 
hall in front and a set building 
and workshop area in back 
and one at 125 W. Davie St., 
the former Anna City Hall, 
which is used for offices, 
classrooms, library, storage, a 
dance studio and future artists’ 
studios.  

SHAC strives to restore the 
buildings and keep each one 
safe for people to enjoy the 
various programs offered. 

In June of this year, the cen-
ter building roof was leaking 
and in need of replacement. 

The roof was subsequent-
ly replaced at the cost of 
$110,087 in July and was paid 
within the month with grant 
funds, community support, 
various events and donations.  

The next building needing 
repairs is the former city hall, 
which was built in 1894.

The Raise the Roof cam-
paign’s goal is to save the 
former city hall building. The 
goal is to raise $140,000 to 
repair the structure damage to 
the front of the building and 
replace the roof. Applications 
for various grants are being 
submitted and various events 
are being planned in support 
of the campaign.

In 1894, the city hall housed 
the police station, the fire sta-

tion, jail, public school office 
and court room.  In the 1950s, 
the University of Illinois, 4-H 
Center and Civil Defense had 
offices on the second floor.  

In 2003, Anna City Hall 
moved to a new facility on 
Market Street. The former 
city hall stood vacant for five 
years. In 2008, the City of 
Anna sold the buildings to 
the Anna Arts Center (now 
known as the Shawnee Hills 
Arts Council) for $10.  

SHAC welcomes the sup-
port of all for the campaign by 
attending various upcoming 
events. Donations also are 
accepted.

For more information, con-
tact Lee Hackney with the 
Shawnee Hills Arts Council 
by calling 904-625-1109 or 
email:vabchlee@gmail.com.

(continued on page 2) 

Former city hall building
Shawnee Hills Arts Council, SHAC, is conducting a 

Raise the Roof campaign to help support critical facility 
improvements. The arts council owns three connected 
buildings in the downtown Anna area. One of the 
buildings formerly served as the home of Anna City Hall.

A “post office” pumpkin 
was seen last Saturday in front 
of the Alto Pass Post Office. 
Many pumpkins were on 
display in the Union County 
village.

***
Election Day on Tuesday 

turned wet, as heavy rain fell 
during the morning. There 
also might have been a rumble 
or two of thunder.

***
Thank you to all of those 

who worked in any way in 
Tuesday’s election.

***
Did you feel it? A magni-

tude 3.7 earthquake occurred 
at about 10:45 p.m. last Satur-
day night near Steele in South-
east Missouri. Steele is about 
116 miles south of Anna.

***
At a special meeting Mon-

day morning at the courthouse 
in Jonesboro, the Union Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners 
approved the posting of the 
county’s Fiscal Year 2024-
2025 budget. The county’s 
new fiscal year begins Dec. 1. 
The balanced budget includes 
a $7.6 million general fund 
appropriation.

***
The Anna-Jonesboro Com-

munity High School girls’ and 
boys’ cross country teams are 
having an incredible season. 
A-J runners are headed to 
this weekend’s state competi-
tion in Peoria. More on this 
to come.

***
Last week, the A-JCHS 

Student Council partnered 
with the American Red Cross 
to host a blood drive at the 
high school. Thanks to the 
incredible generosity of stu-
dents, staff and community 
members, 73 units of blood 
were collected. 

***
State Sen. Dale Fowler, R-

Harrisburg, welcomed an esti-
mated 70 high school students 
from 14 schools to Mountain 
Dew Park in Marion Oct. 30 
as part of his annual Student 
Advisory Council.

***
Students Cameron Golla-

day, Eli Glasco, Grace Mowell 
and Elizabeth Hill represented 
Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School at Sen. Fowl-
er’s student advisory council 
meeting.

***
A meeting of the Village 

of Cobden Christmas in the 
Village committee is set for 
5:30 p.m. Thursday, today. 
The meeting will be at Cobden 
Village Hall. This year, Christ-
mas in the Village will include 
at parade at 5 p.m. on Dec. 7.

(continued on page 2)



(continued from page 1)
Union County Historical 

and Genealogy Society’s an-
nual Christmas Shop in down-
town Cobden got off to a 
successful start Saturday, Nov. 
2. The shop is scheduled to be 
open on weekends through 
Saturday, Dec. 21.

***
The Johnson County His-

torical and Genealogical Soci-
ety plans to present a program 
titled “The Beginnings of the 
Shawnee National Forest” 
at 2:30 p.m. Nov. 17 at the 
Vienna Public Library.

*** 
Scouting for Food drive 

dates include Bag Distribution 
Day on Nov. 16 and Bag Col-
lection Day on Nov. 23.

*** 
The Anna-Jonesboro Com-

munity High School Marching 
Wildcats are planning to host 
a cookie decorating party with 
First “Class” Cookies at 10 
a.m. Nov. 9 at Kiki’s Coffee-
house in downtown Anna. The 
event is limited to 24 people.

***
Cobden School’s CYCA 

is conducting a food drive 
through Nov. 19. Donations of 
nonperishable food items will 
go to the Cobden Elementary 
School food pantry and to 
Bethany Village in Anna.

***
Cobden School’s Ed Rising 

Club attended Education Day 
at SIU last week.

***
A Dental Safari visit is 

planned at the Cobden Schools 
on Dec. 4.

***
The Cobden School student 

council sponsored Halloween 
costume contest. High school 
and junior high school win-
ners were selected the catego-
ries and best group, best duo, 
most creative and scariest.

***
Winners of a Cobden Junior 
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(continued from page 1)
Raise the Roof Events
Here’s a look at the Raise  

the Roof schedule of events:
Art Exhibit
An exhibit featuring the art 

work of Onita Noffle is on 
display through Nov. 30.

Noffle embraces traditional 
rag rug techniques. She brings 
to that tradition new explora-
tion of color and pattern made 
possible by increased avail-
ability of post-industrial and 
post-consumer fabrics. She 
makes pieces using antique 
looms. However, she also 
weave pieces on more modern 
looms. 

The exhibit is open for 
viewing on Thursday and 
Fridays from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
and on Saturdays and Sunday 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

Open Mic Event
An open mic comedy, spo-

ken word and music event 
is planned from 8 p.m. to 11 
p.m. Nov. 8. To reserve a spot, 
email zj.rowatt@gmail.com .

Raise the Roof campaign
Doors open at 7:30 p.m. 

The cover charge is $5 at the 
door. Concessions available, 
Bring a favorite drink.

Salute to Veterans
A “Salute to Veterans: Cel-

ebration of Freedom” program 
with dinner and entertainment 
is set for 6 p.m. Nov. 9. 

The Kitchen on Lafayette 
is catering the event. After-
dinner entertainment will be 
presented by students from the 
Anderson Music Studio.

The event is free for vet-
erans and for all active duty 
military personnel. All others 
are requested to donate $15.  

More information is avail-
able by contacting Lee Hack-
ney. An RSVP had been re-
quested by Nov. 7.

Wooden Nativity Scene
The community is invited 

to come and paint a wooden 
Nativity scene to take home 
for Christmas.

The activity is set for 6 p.m. 
Nov. 14 and 10 a.m. Nov. 16. 

The cost is $15 for the Na-

tivity set and paint supplies. 
Only 15 sets are available. 

Those who want to attend 
are asked to RSVP by contact-
ing Lee Hackney.

Music Recital
“Summertime: A Recital of 

Music by British and Ameri-
can Composers for Cello and 
Piano” is set for 2 p.m. Nov. 
17.

The recital will be per-
formed by Dr. Sara Edgerton 
on cello and Paul Thompson 
on piano.  

The program will feature 
piecesd by such composers 
as George Gershwin, Edward 
Elgar and Paul McCartney.  

Edgerton is retired from 
teaching at Southeast Mis-
souri State University in Cape 
Girardeau. She has performed 
throughout the United States 
and in Europe and China. 
Thompson, her husband, is a 
music instructor at Southeast 
Missouri State University. He 
has performed in the United 
States, England and China.

Ticket prices are $10; $5 
for students and those ages 12 
and under.

Short Story/Poetry Night
A Short Story/Poetry Night 

and pizza event is set for 6 
p.m. Nov. 18.

Tom Caldwell will lead a 
discussion about “The Most 
Dangerous Game” by Richard 
Connell. 

The story is available on-
line at https://www.btboces.
org/Downloads/1_The%20

Most%20Dangerous%20
Game%20by%20Richard%20
Connell.pdf.

Those who want to attend 
are asked to RSVP by calling 
or texting Caldwell by Nov. 
17 at 1-217-994-3449.

“Into the Woods”
Performances of the musi-

cal “Into the Woods” are set 
for Nov. 29-30 at 7 p.m., Dec. 
1 at 2 p.m., Dec. 6-7 at 7 p.m. 
and Dec. 8 at 2 p.m.

“Into the Woods” features 
music and lyrics by Stephen 
Sondheim and a book by 
James Lapine. 

The musical intertwines 
the plots of several Brothers 
Grimm fairy tales, explor-
ing the consequences of the 
characters’ wishes and quests.  

Jaylyn Althoff is the direc-
tor and Brad Stamp is the 
music director.

Tickets went on sale Nov. 
3. Tickets can be purchased 
at the arts council from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursdays 
and Fridays, from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on Saturdays and from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on Sundays.   
Tickets also can be obtained 
by contacting Lee Hackney.

Reinder 5K Run/Walk
A Reinder 5K Run/Walk 

is planned Saturday morn-
ing, Nov. 30. Participants are 
invited to wear their most fes-
tive Christmas running gear 
for the event.

Registration is available 
online at https://runtosucceed.
com/reindeer5k.

News Notes
High School Halloween writ-
ing contest included Parker 
McCann in 6th grade, Hailey 
May in 7th grade and Autumn 
Mosley in 8th grade. Each 
student received a Barnes & 
Noble gift card. 

***
Cobden School’s ESL 

dance team is hosting a ta-
males fund-raiser through 
Nov. 13.

***
The Cobden High School 

class of 2028 is planning to 
sell Thanksgiving produce 
boxes on Saturday afternoon, 
Nov. 23.

***
Anna School District 37 

notes that community mem-
bers Troy and Ellen Schlenker 
made a generous donation 
of pumpkins. The donation 
meant that all kindergarten 
students had a pumpkin to 
paint.

***
Sixth grade students in 

Anna School District 37 hung 
a bat house in the district’s 
outdoor classroom.

***
The Anna Junior High 

School boys basketball team 
is planning to present a youth 
day camp for boys and girls 
in grades 3 through 5 from 10 
a.m. noon on Saturday, Nov. 
16. The camp will be at the 
junior high school.

*** 
Performances of “Tarzan 

the Musical” at Shawnee 
Community College near Ul-
lin are set for 9 a.m. and noon 
Thursday, today; 9 a.m., noon 
and 7 p.m. Friday; and 7 p.m. 
Saturday.

*** 
The November Employee 

Excellence Award recipient at 
Shawnee Community College 
is executive director of public 
information and marketing 
Kevin Hunsperger.

Weather in the Union Coun-
ty area during the period of 
Oct. 29 through Nov. 4 re-
mained mild. 

Precipitation was recorded 
during the period. Rainfall 
totalled 0.78 of an inch.

Temperatures during the 
period ranged from a high of 
81 degrees to a low of 35.

Following are highlights 
for the period as recorded by 
weather observer Dana Cross 
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Oct. 29: high 81, 
low 62.

Wednesday, Oct. 30: high 
80, low 64.  

Thursday, Oct. 31: high 72, 
low 51. 0.74 of an inch of rain. 

Friday, Nov. 1: high 63, 
low 40. 

Saturday, Nov. 2: high 70, 
low 35. 

Sunday, Nov. 3: high 78, 
low 51. 0.01 of an inch of rain. 

Monday, Nov. 4: high 74, 
low 68. 0.03 of an inch of rain.

October Weather
The high temperature for 

the month of October was 87 
degrees, which was recorded 
on Oct. 6. The average high 
for the month was 75.

The low for the month 
was 30, which was recorded 
on Oct. 17. The average low 
was 45.

Precipitation for the month 
totaled 0.96 of an inch of rain.

The most rain measured in 
a 24-hour period was 0.74 of 
an inch, which was recorded 
Oct. 31. 

Precipitation for the year 
through the end of the month 
totaled 39.46 inches.

Weather
High 81, low 35; 0.78 of an inch rain;
October precipitation just 0.96 of an inch

Pictures of golden jeweled headgear come to mind when 
one thinks of a crown.  One of the saddest pictures in the 
Bible is in Matthew 27:29, “And when they had twisted a 
crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His 
right hand.”  This mocking display symbolized how the 
world saw Jesus.  For the obedient believer, the Bible 

speaks of a Heavenly Crown.
  We learn from the scriptures that the Heavenly Crown 

is also a Rejoicing Crown. 1 Thessalonians 2:19 states, 
“For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing?” 

Those at Thessalonica were being commended for wait-
ing on the Lord to receive their crowns.  Do we wait pa-
tiently for Jesus?  Faithfully?  1 Peter 4:13.  A big part of 
rejoicing is understanding how to deal with persecution, 
Matthew 5:11.  Some think that persecution is a punish-

ment from God, but that is just not right.  If anything, per-
secution is a punishment from the world.  Luke 6:23 

reads, “Rejoice in the day and leap for joy! For indeed 
your reward is great in heaven, For in like manner their 

fathers did to the prophets.” To attain our crown, we must 
remain vigil for Jesus.

We must resign ourselves from the world.  We must set 
our minds upon “things above,” Colossians 3:2. We must 

obey scripture such as Jude 20-21, “But you, beloved, 
building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying 
in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, 

looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eter-
nal life.”  The only way to gain access to Heaven is 

through obedience to Godthrough obedience to God’s word, Acts 20:32; nothing 
else will work.

22nd Annual
Christmas Shop 

117 S. Appleknocker, Cobden 
November 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17, 23, 24, 29, 30

December 1, 7, 8, 14, 15, 21
Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. • Sunday 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Friday afternoon by chance. 
Sleds, trees, lights, wreaths, nativities, Dept. 56, 

Willow Tree, AnnaLee, Radko ornaments.
Sponsored by Union County Historical Society.

618-893-2567 or 618-893-2865

You are invited to attend
REVIVAL MEETINGS

Mount Pleasant Mennonite Church
55 Cain Rd., Dongola, IL

Nov. 4-10, 2024 • 7:00PM
Evangelist: Bro. Glenn Auker (Mendon, MA)

Everyone Welcome
Information/Call-In (618) 833-8389

Burn ban
lifted for
county

A burn ban was lifted late 
last week for Union County. 
The ban had been issued by 
the county’s fire chiefs due 
to very dry conditions in the 
county.

Meanwhile, a U.S. Drought 
Monitor update issued Thurs-
day, Oct. 31, showed that 
Union County once again was 
experiencing abnormally dry 
conditions.

Similar conditions were 
reported for Jackson, William-
son, Johnson, Massac, Pulaski 
and Alexander counties.

Local weather observer 
Dana Cross reported that 
precipitation for the month of 
October in the Union County 
area totaled just 0.96 of an 
inch of rain.

Rainfall was recorded dur-
ing the past week in the re-
gion. More rain was in the 
forecast for this week. Rain 
was falling Tuesday morning 
in Anna as the paper was go-
ing to press.

Closing of Snake Road
extended due to warm
weather conditions

The U.S. Forest Service has 
extended the closing of the 
Snake Road near Wolf Lake 
in Union County.

The Forest Service an-
nounced in a news release 
that Forest Road No. 345, 
also known as Snake Road, 
is normally closed from Sept. 
1 through Oct. 30 for reptile 
and amphibian fall migration. 

Due to warm weather con-
ditions, the road will remain 
closed through Nov. 15. Warm 
weather continued early this 
week in the region.

The Forest Service advised 
that all visitors must follow 
special site regulations for 
the LaRue Pine Hills/Otter 
Pond Research Natural Area 
throughout the year. Snake 
road is located in the research 
natural area.

Twice each year, in the fall 
and in the spring, the U.S. For-
est Service/Shawnee National 
Forest closes Snake Road to 
help ensure safe crossing for 
several species of snakes and 

amphibians during this critical 
time of migration.

The 2.5-mile-long road is 
closed Sept. 1 through Oct. 30 
to allow snakes and amphib-
ians, some of them considered 
threatened and endangered in 
Illinois and the United States, 
to migrate from their summer 
habitat in the LaRue Swamp 
across the road to their winter 
habitat in the limestone bluffs. 

The gradual, two-month 
migration event attracts peo-
ple from across the country 
eager to witness the rich di-
versity of reptile and amphib-
ian species along this single 
stretch of road. 

About 66 percent of the 
amphibians and 59 percent of 
the reptiles known to occur in 
Illinois are found here.

Though the road is closed to 
vehicles, it is open to people 
traveling on foot. 

Special regulations apply 
to the area. LaRue-Pine Hills/
Otter Pond is a federally des-
ignated Research Natural Area 
and unauthorized collecting 
and handling of any of these 
species is prohibited under 
federal and state law.

Iron pour
set at SIU

The work and precision 
that go into making sculptures 
from cast iron molds will be 
highlighted when students in 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale’s School of Art 
and Design’s sculpture pro-
gram host their free, annual 
fall cast iron pour, beginning 
at noon Saturday, Nov. 9.

The event will be at the SIU 
School of Art’s Foundry Com-
plex at 1520-1560 W. Pleasant 
Hill Rd. in Carbondale. 

Those who attend the event 
will have the chance to create 
their own cast iron artworks 
on scratch blocks comprising 
resin-bonded sand used in 
making molds. 

The pouring activity will 
continue until all the pours 
are finished. Seating is on a 
first-come, first-served basis, 
and guests are encouraged to 
bring their own chairs. 
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Library hosts Native American author
Stinson Memorial Public Library in Anna hosted a 

presentation by Native American author Kim Sigafus 
of Freeport Saturday afternoon, Oct. 26. Sigafus is 
an award-winning Ojibwa author and speaker. Her 
presentation was titled “Singing Bird and the Importance 
of Native American Women in Illinois History.” The free 
presentation highlighted the roles that Native American 
women played in shaping the history of Illinois, as well 
as the day-to-day-to-day lives of those women. Sigafus 
taught those in attendance words from the Ojibwa 
language. She brought Native American instruments, 
including drums, to show at the program. Those present 
learned how to use the instruments. The instruments 
were used to accompany the singing of “An Ojibwa 
Gratitude Song.” 

University of Illinois Extension 4-H Youth
Development Educator Kristi Stout honored

Kristi Stout
University of Illinois Ex-

tension 4-H Youth Develop-
ment Educator Kristi Stout 
has recognized recently for 
her outstanding work in the 
area of youth development by 
the Illinois Extension Profes-
sionals for Youth Education, 
IEPYE. Stout received the 
Search for Excellence in Teen 
Programming award. 

The Search for Excellence 
in Teen Programming Award 

recognizes outstanding pro-
grams conducted for and with 
teen audiences.  

Program accomplishments 
relative to scholarly and cre-
ative activities, teaching and/
or research effectiveness, 
showing evidence or col-
laboration with others to help 
meet community teens’ needs 
and strengthening the commit-
ment to programs with teen 
audiences are all considered 
for the award.  

The 4-H Teen Leaders 
as Teen Teachers and Men-
tors program seeks to ensure 
teens have supportive adults; 
teens are exposed to a vari-
ety of leadership and career 
development,youth partici-
pants have a teen mentor to 
build a relationship and it 
provides a 4-H experience to 
high school students.  

In 2022-2023 alone, Stout 
had 117 teen leaders enrolled 
in the program. Each teen 
leader participated in commu-
nity service and taught lessons 

to a minimum of 10 youths. 
The program touched the 

lives of over 1,000 youth par-
ticipants by giving them men-
tors and 4-H programming 
opportunities, while provid-
ing leadership opportunities 
to high school students and 
engaging them in the world’s 
largest positive youth devel-
opment organization, allow-
ing them to gain leadership 
opportunities all before their 
high school graduation. 

As a result, over 10 percent 
of participating teens receive 
county or state-level experi-
ence awards during their first 
year. 

Overall, in Stout’s tenure, 
4-H Teen Leaders as Teen 
Teachers and Teen Mentors 
has reached over 10,000 youth 
in a positive youth develop-
ment experience and high-
lighted 4-H as an option for 
all.

Stout is the Extension Edu-
cator for Alexander, Johnson, 
Massac, Pulaski, and Union 

counties for University of Il-
linois Extension. 

She provides leadership to 
the 4-H Youth Development 
programs and youth initia-
tives. 

Stout  graduated from 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale with a bachelor 
of science degree in early 
childhood education and a 
master of science degree in 
education specializing in read-
ing and literacy from Walden 
University.  

Stout also obtained an ad-
ditional master of science 
degree in educational ad-
ministration from Southern 
Illinois University. She is 
currently pursuing a doctoral 
degree in organizational lead-
ership from Grand Canyon 
University. 

Stout was also an avid 4-H 
member. For more informa-
tion about programs Stout and 
the 4-H Youth Development 
team provides, visit https://
extension.illinois.edu/ajmpu. 

Ranger station hours
extended for shotgun
deer season in Illinois

The Shawnee National 
Forest in Southern Illinois 
receives some of its highest 
numbers of visitors during the 
shotgun deer hunting season 
in Illinois.

The U.S. Forest Service 
has announced that in order to 
better serve the higher volume 
of visitors, office hours are 
being expanded at the Missis-
sippi Bluffs Ranger Station in 
Jonesboro. The ranger station 
is located at 521 N. Main St. 

The first firearm season in 
Illinois is set for Nov. 22-24. 
The second season is Dec. 5-8.

The ranger station is sched-
uled to be open to the public 
five days of week, Monday 
through Friday, Nov. 15-22 
and Dec. 2-6, with regular 
business hours planned from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The station 
is scheduled to be closed daily 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Forest information, rules 
and regulations and digital 

maps are available on the 
Shawnee National Forest’s 
website at www.fs.usda.gov/
shawnee.

The Forest Service shared 
in a news release that extend-
ing customer service hours 
during the hunting season 
will allow visitors the option 
to stop in and purchase paper 
maps, America the Beautiful 
Interagency Recreation passes 
and ask specific recreation 
questions.  

Other Shawnee National 
Forest office locations include 
the forest headquarters in 
Harrisburg and the Hidden 
Springs Ranger Station in 
Vienna.

Those offices will continue 
to serve the public Monday 
through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. (closed daily from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.). 

During the week of Thanks-
giving all offices will be closed 
Nov. 28-29 for the holiday.

Jonesboro Public Library
hosts November activities

Jonesboro Public Library 
has scheduled special events 
during November.

The library is located at 
412 S. Main St. in Jonesboro. 
Regular hours are scheduled 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday 
through Saturday.

The November schedule of 
events includes:

Every Tuesday: all ages, 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Play and 
Learn. Educational activities 
combined with creative play.

Every Wednesday: 3:30 
p.m. Teen Club for those 13 
years of age to 18 years of age. 
Painting rocks and playing 
Crime Files games.

Every Thursday: Home-
work Hangout. 3:30 p.m. All 

ages welcome. Assistance 
provided. Snacks served.

Every Friday: Adult craft. 
3:30 p.m. Ages 18 and older. 
The library hosts and “Altered 
Books” workshop.

Saturdays, Nov. 9 and 16: 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. Dungeons and 
Dragons. Ages 16 and older. 
Beginners welcome. Pizza 
provided.

Saturday, Nov. 23: Story 
time. 2 p.m. All ages wel-
come. The story “The First 
Thanksgiving” will be paired 
with a craft and snack time.

Saturday, Nov. 30: Adult 
book club. 3:30 p.m. Ages 18 
and older. The club is read-
ing “Legends and Lattes” by 
Travis Baldree.

Lick Creek School names
first quarter honor students

Lick Creek Elementary 
School has announced high 
honor roll and honor roll stu-
dents for the first quarter.

High Honor Roll
Bella Lynn Cook, Kooper 

DuWayne Glasco, Elijah Al-
exander Dean Hall, Isabella 
Marie Mendez Fabery.

Paisley Jae New, Zane Al-
exander Nice, Hayes Matthew 
Pinnon, Daniel Austin Plott, 
Elias Carter “Eli” Houseman.

Payton Abigail Brown, Wil-
liam Xavier Brown, Jaylyn 
Michele Nice, Leah Fran-
ces Buchheit, Easton Blaine 
Corbit.

Hayden Paige Craft, Emi-
lyn Jean Hunter, Cooper Scott 
Knueven, Millie Jolene Mor-
ris, Kaleb Aaron Stover. 

Honor Roll
Madelyn Jo Coomer, Law-

son Carter Duty, Tanner Hope 
Gerardi, Taylynn Faith Ge-
rardi.

Braxton Ray Wayne Jor-
dan, Jocelyn Colleen Lyon, 
Fredrich Wichmann “Fritz” 
Moberley,  Emma Grace 
Schlenker.

M i c h a e l  C h r i s t o p h e r 
Schmidt, Brooklyn Rebec-
ca Shipley, Liam Thomas 
Kinder, Rosaleigha Mendez 
Faberly.

Heinrich Wichmann “Hen-
ry” Moberley, Taylor Marie 
Baker, Bentley Drew Cobb, 
Ayla Kree Corbit, Owen 
Cache Corbit.

Ryan Christopher House-
man, Kayleigh Elizabeth Mc-
Mahan, Jet Allen Newman, 
Maggie Dawn Roach, Abigail 
Renee Thorn.

Camden Wesley Knueven, 
Zander Michael Sullens, Lil-
liah Mariska Hoehner, Eli 
Gale Christian Huff, Emma 
Lynne Hutchason. 

Jonesboro School announces
first quarter honor students

Jonesboro School announc-
es first quarter honor roll 
students.

8th Grade, High Honors
Lindyn Eudy, Levi Hill, Al-

lison Leek, Kynlee Needling, 
Smith Wilson.

8th Grade, Honors
Hayden Lewis, Trent Mill-

er, Clara Mix, Scarlet Myers, 
Gabby Newberry, June Wil-
liams.

7th Grade, High Honors
Arianna Black, Addison 

Ebberts, Eli Fehrenbacher, 
Hank Goss, Peyton Harvel, 
Gavin McFadden.

7th Grade, Honors
Colton Barnhart, Jaycee 

Clutts, Olive Kaeding, Cla-
reisa Lyons, Ryley Nance, 
Emme Stewart.

6th Grade, High Honors
Charlie Barlow, Jayden 

Benefield, Eli Cohen, Creigh-
ton Todd, Lawson Ury, Kait-
lyn Zimmerman.

6th Grade, Honors
Knox Harris, Nolan New-

berry, Conner Pind, Kadence 
Poe, Aiden Shepard, Collin 
Staples, Emery Wheeler, Madi 
Wilkins.

5th Grade, High Honors
Zella Baggott, Mahayla 

Dukes, Landon Hill, Emma 
Lambdin,  Jayda Mayes, 
Lillian Newberry, Kheaton 
Rains, Adelle Sherrill, RJ 
Turner, Kamiya Velasquez, 
Dylan Walker, Sam Warden.

5th Grade, Honors
Jackson Jordan, Bentley 

Tollison, Nora Wheeler, Ben 
Williams.

Nov. 14 is World Diabetes 
Day and once again, Rural 
Health Inc. is planning to host 
a community awareness walk 
for the occasion.

At noon that day, Rural 
Health Inc. employees, area 
agency representatives and 
members of the communi-
ty plan to walk from Rural 
Health’s Anna clinic parking 
lot at 513 N. Main St. to Anna-
Jonesboro Community High 
School and back. 

Community members are 
invited to take part in the walk. 
Those who join the walk are 
asked to wear blue.

Diabetic resources will be 
on site at the clinic beforehand 
as well.

More information is avail-
able by contacting Rural 
Health community outreach 
coordinator Chase Hileman 
at 618-833-4471, extension. 
1081.

Rural Health planning to host
diabetes awareness walk in Anna

River to River
Trail Society
hike planned

A River to River Trail So-
ciety public hike is planned 
Nov. 9 at Cove Hollow Cedar 
Lake in Jackson County.

The hike is free and open to 
the public. This will be a mod-
erate loop hike approximately 
5 miles in length, with three 
hours of hiking time.

The leader of the hike can 
be reached at 708-471-7500 
for more information. 

Hikers are asked to meet 
at 10 a.m. at the Cedar Lake 
Trail Head. 

The trail society said the 
hike is intended for people in 
good health who have done 
some hiking. 

Hiking sticks and boots or 
sturdy shoes are recommend-
ed. Hikers should bring their 
own water and snacks. Hikers 
are asked to not bring dogs.

More information, includ-
ing driving instructions to the 
meeting area, can be found 
online at the River to River 
Trail Society’s website at 
www.rivertorivertrail.net

Mock debates
conducted

Seniors in teacher Jamie 
Nash-Mayberry’s two govern-
ment classes at Cobden High 
School have conducted mock 
presidential debates.

Over the course of a unit 
which was being studied, 
students learned about find-
ing credible sources and then 
researched and presented to 
one another how the actual 
candidates felt on the issues.

Government class who 
portrayed the presidential 
candidates included Eden 
Kaszubski as Donald Trump, 
Chauncy Hilliard as Kamala 
Harris, Kevin Hernandez as 
Donald Trump and Sophie 
Barnhart as Kamala Harris. 
Some students portrayed Se-
cret Service agents.

This article is by Amalia 
Houtmarch and the Medill Il-
linois News Bureau for Capi-
tol News Illinois.

CHICAGO –With global 
tensions and an intensely par-
tisan presidential campaign 
fueling division among Amer-
icans, Illinois is launching the 
Help Stop Hate program to 
combat the severe increase 
in hate crime throughout the 
state.

“We are here today to offi-
cially launch Help Stop Hate, 
a new resource that will help 
protect and empower victims 
and witnesses to incidents 
of hate through a free, con-
fidential and multilingual 
service,” Gov. JB Pritzker said 
at a Chicago news conference 
Wednesday, Oct. 30.

According to the Council 
on American-Islamic Rela-
tions’ Chicago branch, there 
has been a 196 percent in-
crease in anti-Muslim hate 
crimes in Chicago since the 
Hamas attack on Israel on Oct. 
7, 2023. 

The  Ant i -Defamat ion 
League reports a 379 percent 
increase in antisemitic inci-
dents since 2019 in Illinois.

“As governor of this great 
state, as a person, and as 
someone who has stood up 
against hate throughout my 
life, I am horrified by this 
trend. Horrified,” Pritzker 
said.

This program was an-
nounced as hate crime inci-
dents are at a record high since 
the FBI began collecting the 
data in 1991. 

As a recent example, an 
Orthodox Jewish man was 
shot Saturday, Oct. 26, while 
entering a synagogue in West 
Rogers Park. Although the 
crime is still being investi-
gated, the governor said he 
fears antisemitism is at play. 

On Oct. 14, 2023, a 6-year-
old Palestinian-American 
boy, Wadea Al-Fayoume, was 
stabbed to death by his land-
lord in a suspected hate crime.

“Please understand that at 
this moment, there are people 
gleefully working to empower 
our ugliest traits – bigotry, ex-
clusion, vitriol, suspicion – all 
in the name of pure, unfettered 
hate,” Lt. Gov. Juliana Strat-
ton said.

The Illinois Department of 
Human Rights and the state’s 
Commission on Discrimina-
tion and Hate Crimes oversee 
the program. It allows people 
who have experienced hate 
crimes to go to IlStopHate.
org or call 877-458-HATE and 
talk about the incident. They 
will be directed to a special-
ized resource based on the 
nature of the crime.

They can, for example, 
speak to professionals from 

their own communities, ac-
quire help dealing with trauma 
or connect with resources 
that can provide additional 
safety measures. The victim 
can also report the crime to 
state or local police, who will 
investigate further.

The program will be funded 
by a $1.3 million grant over 
three years from the U.S. 
Department of Justice and 
through the IDHR’s general 
funding. This assures Help 
Stop Hate will be a long-term 
resource, officials said.

According to Illinois At-
torney General Kwame Raoul, 
the multifaceted approach will 
also support data collection on 
hate-motivated crimes, which 
are severely underreported. 

Officials said data is incon-
sistent because some victims 
are reluctant to report hate 
crimes for various reasons. 

Often, victims see hate 
crime as a part of daily life; 
they fear their concerns will 
be dismissed by law enforce-
ment; or, as Stratton said, 
they don’t trust the systems 
currently in place.

Jim Bennett, IDHR direc-
tor, said a statewide study on 
hate crimes will be conducted 
in 2025.

One bill in the General 
Assembly would also seek 
to require law enforcement 
to undergo mandatory train-
ing on “crimes motivated by 
bias.” 

But that measure, House 
Bill 5368, was re-referred to 
the House Rules Committee 
in April, a procedural step that 
can often indicate a bill is a 
long way from passage.

According to the Move-
ment Advancement Project, 
only 12 states mandate law 
enforcement to undergo train-
ing on identifying and fighting 
hate crimes, including crimes 
concerning sexual orientation 
or gender identity.

“At this moment in our 
history, when some are con-
doning hateful violence and 
rhetoric, I encourage Illinois-
ans to stand up against it, show 
up for your communities,” 
Pritzker said.

Amalia Huot-Marchand is 
a graduate student in jour-
nalism with Northwestern 
University’s Medill School 
of Journalism, Media, Inte-
grated Marketing Communi-
cations, and a Fellow in its 
Medill Illinois News Bureau 
working in partnership with 
Capitol News Illinois.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily by 
the Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

Help Stop Hate
campaign launched


