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News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area,
from social media
and beyond...

Happy Thanksgiving to all
of our readers.
koskck
Local school districts are on
Thanksgiving break.
koskck
Be sure to attend this Satur-
day’s special holiday season
events which are planned in
Anna and Jonesboro.
koskck
Local Scouts collected
4,015 items for the food pan-
try at Salem Lutheran Church
in Jonesboro during this year’s
Scouting for Food program.
Food was picked up Saturday.
kskok
State Sen. Dale Fowler,
R-Harrisburg, and Meridian
Health were planning to hand
out 250 turkeys on Tuesday in
Harrisburg. The turkeys were
going to those in need for this
holiday season.
kokok
“A slight chance of snow
showers” is possible this Sat-
urday and Saturday night in
the Union County...that was
in the forecast posted Monday
morning on the website for
the National Weather Service
office in Paducah.
kskok
Looking ahead: Christmas
in the Village is planned Dec.
7 in Cobden.
skoskok
A quilt show at the First
Baptist Church in Cobden
has been added to this year’s
events which are planned on
Dec. 7 for Christmas in the
Village in Cobden. The Cob-
den Women’s Club is sponsor-
ing the quilt show.
skeksk
Two hundred students in
bands from Cobden, Vien-
na, Century and Metropolis
schools will be marching in
the debut Christmas in the Vil-
lage lighted parade which is
set to begin at 5 p.m. on Dec.
7 in Cobden.
skskesk
The Union County Board of
Commissioners has approved
an employment agreement
with Anthony Pena to become
chief deputy with the Union
County Sheriff’s Office.
skoskok
National Beta Club 8th
grade members from Jones-
boro School are celebrating
their recent participation in a
multi-state Leadership Sum-
mit that was held at Southeast
Missouri State University in
Cape Girardeau. More on this
to come.
skoskok
Country Roads Flowers
and Gifts in Jonesboro has
announced plans to be moving
soon to a new store front loca-
tion at 500 Public Square. The
move is being made to keep up
with growing demands. The
new location will be right next
to Mom’s Kitchen.
skeksk
The City of Anna plans to
offer leaf and tree limb pick
up during the week of Dec.
16. Requests for pick up can
be made by contacting Anna
City Hall.

(continued on page 2
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Christmas in Downtown Anna

Holiday season kicks
off with special events

A traditional kickoff to the
holiday season is planned this
weekend in the City of Anna.

Christmas in Downtown
Anna will be celebrated Sat-
urday, Nov. 30.

Activities are planned along
East Davie, West Davie and
South Main streets.

The day also offers an op-
portunity to celebrate Small
Business Saturday, which is
observed on Nov. 30.

Saturday’s festivities will
include a wide range of spe-
cial events, along with op-
portunities to experience local
shopping and food.

Event sponsors include the
City of Anna, Union County
Chamber of Commerce and
Economic Development and
Deaconess Illinois Union
County Hospital.

Shawnee Hills Arts Coun-
cil’s 2024 Reindeer 5K Run/

Walk kicks off the day’s ac-
tivities at 8 a.m.

Ice skating, snow tubing, a
bounce house/slide, an obsta-
cle course and a craft vendor
fair are planned from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

Deaconess Illinois Union
County Hospital is sponsor-
ing kids activities, including
Alpine snow tubing, a gin-
gerbread bounce house/slide
combo and a Winter Wonder-
land obstacle course.

Holiday mini-sessions with
photographer Amanda Myers-
Neilson are planned from 9
a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to
3 p.m.

Stover’s Hitch Horses will
offer horse and carriage rides
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

A Light Up the Night holi-
day lights parade is set for
5:30 p.m.

(continued on page 2)

Jonesboro planning
to host holiday events

Hmin

‘Tis the season

Decorations are on
display for the holiday
season on the Jonesboro
Square.

Special events are planned
Saturday, Nov. 30, in the City
of Jonesboro as the holiday
season gets underway. Nov.
30 also is Small Business
Saturday.

Jonesboro City Hall is cel-
ebrating the season and Small
Business Saturday with events

planned from 9 a.m.to 1 p.m.
City hall is located on the
Jonesboro Square.

Activities will include
Christmas Letters to Santa,
make and take ornaments,
games and a chance to enter
to win a Candyland Swag or
a centerpiece.

Brad Donna State Farm,
located just off the square, will
offer free hot chocolate and an
opportunity for kids to make
their own bag of reindeer
food from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Saturday.

Breakfast with Santa is
planned from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Saturday at Mom’s Kitchen on
the square.

Christmas wreath making is
planned from 9 a.m.to 1 p.m.
Saturday at Country Roads
Flowers and Gifts, located just
off the square.

Shawnee Hills Real Estate,
located on the square, will be
hosting a Christmas photo
scavenger hunt on Saturday.

(continued on page 2)

Union County CEO program students

Union County CEO program students are getting ready for a special day in Anna on
Saturday, Nov. 30. In the first row are Evelyn Campbell, Kenzie Stover and Brooklynn
Eastman. In the second row are Avery Stegle, Alaina Charles, Brinley Corbit and
Chesnee Marks. In the third row are Cole Pender, Cash Hodges, Lucas Salazar, Kyle
Conway and Jackson Rendleman. Photo provided.

Union County CEQ invites community
to ‘Skate and Celebrate’ event in Anna

Students in the Union
County CEO program urge
the community to mark their
calendars for an unforgettable
day of winter fun.

Everyone is invited to join
the CEO program on Saturday,
Nov. 30, from 9 a.m.to 5 p.m.
for Skate and Celebrate with
Union County CEO: Christ-
mas in Downtown Anna, a
lively holiday event perfect
for all ages.

“Bring your friends and
family for a day packed with
festive activities, holiday
cheer and community fun,”
the CEO program shared in a
news release.

Event Highlights

The day’s events are sched-
uled to include:

Ice Skating: Enjoy come-
and-go ice-skating with an
all-day pass for $20 or a one-
hour pass for $10.

Arts and Crafts and
Games: Get creative and
competitive with arts and
crafts stations, corn hole, yard
games like Jenga and Connect
Four and more. (Included in
both all day and one-hour
passes)

Bounce Houses: Thanks
to Deaconess Illinois Union
County Hospital in Anna, ev-
eryone can enjoy free access
to bounce houses throughout
the event.

Scavenger Hunt: Explore
downtown Anna with a fun
scavenger hunt featuring lo-
cal businesses Participants
have the chance to win a giant
stocking filled with good-
ies, generously provided by
Rusty’s Home Center and The
Shirt Shop.

Warm Apple Cider: Savor
the season with warm, deli-
cious apple cider generously

provided by Flamm Orchards.
The cider is free, but dona-
tions are welcome and will
be given to the local Shop
with a Cop program to benefit
children in need.

Vendor Fair: Over 20
unique vendors, each offering
a diverse array of treasures
waiting to be discovered.

From handcrafted goods
to one-of-a-kind finds, you’ll
have the opportunity to
browse, shop and take home
something truly special from
Saturday's celebration.

Downtown Activities: En-
joy shopping specials at local
boutiques and shops, delicious
deals at restaurants, and fes-
tive carriage rides. There’s
something for everyone to
experience and enjoy.

(continued on page 2)

Back Porch Company. Photo provided
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Carols at Candlelight
set at St. Anne’s Church

The PAST organization of Union County once again is plan-
ning to present Carols at Candlelight on Sunday afternoon, Dec.
1, at historic St. Anne’s Church in Anna.

St. Anne’s Church is located at 507 S. Main St. Parking for
the event will be available at nearby Stinson Memorial Library.

Carols at Candlelight has been a popular part of the Union
County holiday season for many years.

The local group Back Porch Company will perform at Carols

at Candlelight.

The programs have been so popular in recent years that two
performances are planned Dec. 1 by Back Porch Company.

The performances are set for 1:30 p.m. and again at 4 p.m.
Back Porch Company will perform Christmas tunes on the
members’ unique array of instruments.

Admission to the concerts is free. Donations will be accepted.
Any donations which are received will support the preservation
of the landmark St. Anne’s Church, which is on the National

Register of Historic Places.

WIBH Radio’s annual New Coats,
New Hope Campaign underway

Colder temperatures offer a
reminder that winter is not far
ahead, WIBH Radio in Anna
has begun its 14th annual New
Coats, New Hope Campaign
to buy new coats for kids age
3 to 16 living in the lower 45
counties of Illinois.

The radio station is part-
nering once again with local
agencies and businesses to
help children impacted by
abuse, neglect, disaster and
family need.

Nearly 20 percent of South-
ern Illinois children live in
poverty, compared with 16
percent statewide. For many
families in the region, a warm
coat for their child is an essen-
tial item during colder months.

“We are fortunate to live
in a community that cares
about the needs of others,”
said Moury Bass, co-owner
of WIBH, in a news release.

“That’s why we are using
the voice of WIBH radio to
let our listeners know that
there are children in Southern
Illinois who need warm coats
for the upcoming winter.”

Each year, coats are pur-
chased through the nonprofit

organization Operation Warm.

Through the years, over
$78.,000 has been raised to
purchase over 4,000 new
coats. The campaign’s goal
for 2024 is 500 coats.

Sponsorship of a coat is just
$20, but any monetary contri-
bution is appreciated.

Donations by check or
money order must be made
payable to Operation Warm
and sent to WIBH Radio, Attn:
Moury Bass, 330 S. Main St.,
Anna, IlI. 62906.

Donations also can be made
online at www.operation-
warm.org/wibh.

Each year Postal Pal in
Anna donates shipping of
the coats, which allows 100
percent of all donations to
go directly to purchasing the
coats.

The deadline to make a
donation to support the cam-
paign is Dec. 20.

Coats will be distributed to
families through Arrowleaf in
Vienna, the Children’s Medi-
cal and Mental Health Re-
source Network (CMMHRN)
in Anna, Rural Health Inc. in
Anna and all Southern 7 Head

Start locations.

No paperwork or proof of
income is required to receive a
coat. Coats are available while
supplies last.

Other local businesses are
also partnering with WIBH to
keep coat costs low.

Shawnee Mass Transit Dis-
trict in Vienna and Anna will
help deliver coats to their
distribution sites.

T&I Office Equipment in
Anna is donating the printing
of flyers used in outreach.
Anyone wanting flyers to
distribute can contact Moury
Bass at the radio station for
delivery or pickup.

Operation Warm is a na-
tional nonprofit organization
that creates new, high-quality
coats for children in need
that partners with individuals
and organizations across the
United States to give a gift of
warmth, confidence and hope
to millions of children in need.

For more information, or
to request a coat for a child
in need, contact Moury Bass
at WIBH at 618-833-9424 or
Shawnna Rhine at Southern 7
Head Start at 618-634-2297.
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CEO Christmas event

(continued from page 1)

How to Get Tickets

Tickets can be purchased
through the link on the Union
County CEO Facebook page.
Reserve your spot today to
ensure you don’t miss out on
the fun.

Admission Information

All-Day Pass: $20 (in-
cludes come-and-go ice-skat-
ing and access to games and
activities).

One-Hour Pass: $10 (in-
cludes one hour of ice-skat-
ing).

Celebrate the holiday sea-
son with Union County CEO
in the heart of Anna. From
skating and games to warm
cider and carriage rides, this
event is packed with opportu-
nities to make lasting holiday
memories while supporting
the local community.

Christmas in
Downtown Anna

(continued from page 1)

Alighting of the city Christ-
mas tree will take place at
about 7 p.m.

The Southern Illinois
Opry’s Christmas Special is
set for 8 p.m. at the Davie
School Inn. The concert will
feature Christmas classics
performed by Steve Hornbeak
and The Mainstreet Players.
Every ticket which is sold will
benefit kids in Union County
for Christmas.

Letters to Santa and a vin-
tage truck photo opportunity
also are planned during the
day.

Stinson Library

The Friends of Stinson
Library plan to offer gifts
and refreshments from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. The library is
located at 409 S. Main St. in
Anna, not far from the heart
of downtown.

Gingerbread Bazaar

Mt. Moriah Lutheran
Church plans to host a holiday
season Gingerbread Bazaar on
Saturday, from9a.m.to 1 p.m.

The church is located at
102 W. Jefferson St. in the
downtown Anna area.

Jonesboro
Christmas

(continued from page 1)

A list of items featured in
the scavenger hunt will be
posted on social media. Cash
prizes and local gift cards will
be awarded. Participants will
either get a picture of, or with,
the featured items.

All of the events must
come from events and busi-
nesses which are taking part in
Christmas events on Saturday
in Jonesboro and Anna.

Shawnee Hills Real Estate’s
office will be open from 11:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday.
Participants will bring their
phones with their pictures to
show their completed list.

Partners Appreciated

Union County CEO extends
a sincere thank you to the fol-
lowing businesses who have
partnered with them in this
event:

Diamond Level Partners:
City of Anna and Deaconess
of Illinois Union County.

Platinum Level Partners:
Anna Tire & Auto, DTM
Custom Applications, Flamm
Orchards.

Gold Level Partners:
Anna VFW, AJ National
Bank, Anna State Bank, Ch-
amness Care INC, Graceful
Glow, WIBH.

Silver Level Partners: 3D
Auctions; Abernathy Buf-
falo Tro; Anna-Jonesboro Elks
Lodge; Anna-Jonesboro Water
Commission; Auto Tech Die-
sel & Automotive.

Cobden Lions Club; Crain
Funeral Home; Delta Theta
Tau; The Duck Inn; Elevated
Ag,LLC; First Class Cookies;
Grassy Lake Hunting Club.

Havisham House; Hav-
isham Bourbon Bar; Kiki‘s
Coffee House; L & P Carpet;
Oxford Graphics; Pizza Villa;
Quad State Insurance Agency;
Rusty’s Home Center.

Shawnee Community Col-
lege; Shawnee Professional
Services; The Shirt Shop;
Taylor, Dodd and Wood In-
surance; Trainor Ag; Whitney
Accounting

Bronze Level Partners:
Anna Oasis Shrine Club;
Anna Whiffle Boys, LLC,
Parrish & Lambdin, CPA;
Coffman Martial Arts; Corbit
Farms; Country Financial,
Travis Holtkamp.

Salon 109, Darci Morri-
son; DJ Brumleve Farms;
Doc’s Lakeside Cabin; Ed-
ward Jones, Kelli Wood and
Tommy Colboth; Farmer’s
Daughter Boutique; Kenz
Boutique.

Lotus Naturescapes; Mom’s
Kitchen; Nails by Jamie;
Rendleman & Hileman Fu-
neral Home; Ronnie Smith’s
Outdoors; S.I. Builder Supply;
Starview Vineyards; Union
County Farm Bureau; The
Voyage Senior Services

For more information, visit
the CEO program’s Facebook
page or contact Melanie Smith
at facilitator@unioncounty-
€e0.0rg

Thanksgiving
Proclamations

In October 1678, a general
court in Boston issued a
proclamation declaring
“Thursday, the one and
twentieth day of November
next” to be “a day of fasting
and prayer.”

More than a century later,
in 1789, the president of the
newborn United States, George
Washington, proclaimed
Thursday, November 26, a
day of national thanksgiving
and prayer. Four days later,
the Gazette of the United
States published the text of
the proclamation. From the
Library of Congress.

Unsettled forecast for Thanksgiving weather;
frigid temperatures expected to start December

The forecast from National
Weather Service office in
Paducah was calling for the
arrival of much colder weather
this week in the Southern Il-
linois, Southeast Missouri and
Western Kentucky region.

A cold front was expected
to bring scattered light show-
ers on Monday, followed by
much colder temperatures on
Tuesday.

A second system was fore-
cast to bring a good chance
for light rain and chilly tem-
peratures from Wednesday
afternoon through Thanksgiv-
ing Day (Thursday, Nov. 28).
Even colder temperatures are
in the forecast for Friday.

The weather service office
said the coldest temperatures
look to occur Dec. 1 to Dec. 3.
Temperatures may fall as low
as 20 degrees below average.
Wind chills in the single digits
and teens are likely.

Some light snow showers
are possible this weekend,
but no impacts to travel are
expected.

“Organizations that assist
unhoused and similar vul-
nerable populations should
prepare for multiple days of
dangerous cold,” the weather

News Notes

service advised on Monday.

Local Forecast

The weather posted the fol-
lowing forecast for the Union
County area:

Thanksgiving Day: 20 per-
cent chance of showers. Party
sunny, with a high near 43.
North northwest wind 10 to
13 miles per hour, with gusts
as high as 22 mph.

Thursday night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 23.
North northwest win 7 to 9
mph.

Friday: Sunny, with a high
near 40. Northwest wind 5 to
10 mph.

Friday night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 21. Light
and variable wind.

Saturday: Slight chance of
snow showers. Partly sunny,
with a high near 41. Calm
wind becoming south at 5 to
8 mph in the morning.

Saturday night: Slight
chance of snow showers.
Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 20. Southwest wind
at 6 to 8 mph becoming north-
west after midnight.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 33. Northwest
wind at 7 to 10 mph, with
gusts as high as 20 mph.

(continued from page 1)
Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment joined in the observance
of National Rural Health Day
on Nov. 21. The day focused
on the important role of rural
health care.
kskok
Thanks to a farm-to-school
grant, Anna School District 37
reported that it was enjoying
apples from Flamm Orchards
and trying “a new adven-
ture” by working with Bison
Bluff Farms near Cobden to
purchase meat. A menu with
bison chili is planned Wednes-
day, Dec. 4.
kskok
Anna School District 37
reports there are swings at
Davie School.
skskosk
Cobden High School’s
cheerleaders are planning to
have an “Apple Blossoms
Cheer Camp” for ages pre-
kindergarten through 5th
grade from4 p.m.to 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 11-13 in the cafeteria.
Cheer camp participants are
scheduled to perform during
halftime of a varsity game on
Dec. 14.
skskosk
The SIU Alumni Associa-
tion has partnered with Wich-
mann Vineyard, 17th Street
Barbecue, and Rendleman
Orchards to offer alumni three
flavors of Southern Illinois
this holiday season.
kskosk
Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment, together with other

Illinois healthcare providers,
continues to raise awareness
about HBV, and encourage
the public to get screened and
vaccinated.
kskok
Appreciation was being
voiced by Shawnee Commu-
nity College to State Sen. Dale
Fowler and the Fowler-Bonan
Foundation for providing
Thanksgiving meals to those
in need in the Southern Illinois
area. The foundation provided
eight turkeys to the college.
skok
In observance of Homeless-
ness and Hunger Awareness
Week, Shawnee Community
did some “Grilling for Good.”
Hamburgers were grilled for
lunch at Shawnee’s main
campus near Ullin and at the
college’s extension centers in
Union, Alexander and Massac
counties.
skok
Shawnee Community
College’s Ag Club hosted a
mini-Christmas photoshoot
fund-raiser last week. The
highlight of the “mooooving
experience” was a Highland
cow named Maple who posed
for pictures with students,
faculty, staff and community
members.
kkok
A group of new certified
nursing assistants received
their CNA pin at a recent cere-
mony held Shawnee Commu-
nity College’s Union County
Extension Center in Anna.

iaa T T ey S

Worshipa
Christmas at Kornthal will be 6:30 pm,
December 12 with special music by
the K & I Drifters. Refreshments will
be served. Kornthal is located 2 miles

south of Jonesboro off Illinois 127.

s

For old-fashioned friendly service, visit us at

Gountrysine WaRiery

where customer satisfaction matters!

MEGA SALE EVENT
FRI, NOV 29 & SAT, NOV 30!

Start your Christmas shopping

with us and avoid the crowds!

* 10% discount on all Rhythm Clocks in stock
* Handwoven Baskets (made from 100%
recycled poly)-30% discount
* Puzzles on Sale-Save Big!
 Other sale items throughout the store
including Goatmilk Soap & RADA cutlery

80 Mt. Pleasant Rd. « Buncombe, IL * 618-202-0566
Find us on the corner of St. Rt. 146 & Mt. Pleasant Rd.

Thanksgiving Climate
History

Ahead of this week’s holi-
day, the weather service office
offered a look back at Thanks-
giving climate history for the
region.

Climate data has been re-
corded at Barkley Regional
Airport in West Paducah since
1949 and prior to that was ob-
served in downtown Paducah
back to December of 1937.

While Thanksgiving has
been celebrated unofficially
in the United States for many
years, it was on Oct. 3, 1863,
that President Abraham Lin-
coln officially declared the
last Thursday of November
as Thanksgiving Day.

In 1941, Congress moved
the date to the fourth Thursday
of November (effective in
1942), in part to clear confu-
sion caused by a proclamation
issued by President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, which had
moved Thanksgiving to the
third Thursday in November
in 1939-1941.

For climate purposes, any
time from Nov. 20-30 will
be used depending on the the
date the holiday was observed
for a given year. Since 1942,
Thanksgiving has always
fallen between Nov. 22-28.

Here is a look at high and
low temperature frequen-
cies and extremes, as well
as precipitation statistics for
Thanksgiving in the Paducah
region:

Thanksgiving Day high
temperatures in the region
typically are in the 40s, 50s
or 60s.

The warmest high on record
at Paducah was 74 degrees in
1941. The coldest high was
33 in 1958.

Low temperatures typi-
cally are in the 20s or 30s on
Thanksgiving.

The warmest low was 59 in
1940. The coldest low was 15
in 1950.

Measurable precipitation
has fallen 28 percent of the
time. The wettest Thanksgiv-
ing was in 1968, with 1.94
inches of rain. The snowiest
Thanksgiving was in 1950,
with 1.3 inches of snow.

In 2023, Thanksgiving Day
temperatures ranged from a
high of 60 to a low of 31. No
precipitation was recorded.

PAST plans
holiday

Iuncheons

The PAST organization of
Union County is accepting
reservations by Nov. 30 for
upcoming holiday luncheons.

The luncheons will be
served as the PAST Heritage
House, which is located at 102
S. Main St. in Jonesboro.

The theme for this year’s
luncheons is “It’s a Pepper-
mint World.”

Luncheons are scheduled to
be served at noon on Dec. 5,
6,7,11,12,13 and 14.

The menu will include the
PAST House salad, pork steak,
hashbrown casserole, green
beans, roll and a dessert of
peppermint ice cream and
cookies.

The cost this year is $25 per
person. Doors are scheduled
to open at 11:30 a.m.

To make a reservation, or
for more information, call
618-697-1870 and leave a
message or email hileman14@
frontier.com.

HOSPITAL DISTRICT BOARD MEETING PLANNED

The Union County Hospital District Board of Directors will meet
December 4, 2024 for the Annual Dual Board Meeting with the
Deaconess lllinois Union County Advisory Board.

The meeting is scheduled to begin at 6:15 pm at The Kitchen
on Lafayette, Anna, IL.

The agenda will include continued discussion on Old Business
matters and Phase 1 Renovation Project Updates.

22nd Annual
Christmas S ﬁoy

117 S. ﬂja]o[eﬁnocﬁer, Cobden
November 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17, 23, 24, 29, 30

December 1, 7, 8, 14, 15, 21
Satunfay 9 am.to4 p.m. ¢ Sunday 1 pm.to 4 pm.
Frida aﬁemoon By c%/ance‘

Sleds, trees, [ig ts, wreaths, nativities, fqut. 56,
Willow T ree, AnnaLee, Radko ornaments.
Syonsorecf ﬁy Union County Historical Society.
618-893-2567 or 618-893-2865

"“Che fpreaching Pen”

The Bear of Galatians

Galatians 6:2 reads, “Bear on another’s burdens,
and so fulfill the law of Christ.” In this passage,
Paul commands Christians to help out their
fellow brothers. Burdens often result from sin,
misfortune, or weakness. According to Greek,
this burden represents a weight greater than one
can carry.

To assist one with the burdens of life, we must
exhibit a compassionate spirit. Jesus is our living
example, Matthew 20:34; Luke 7:13. Unlike
some who would rather condemn a brother for
being in the situation, that brought about the
burden, we must seek to restore them to their
original condition, verse 1. We have trespassed
God’s law, Romans 3:23. We must be ready to
conduct an ongoing, attentive watch to avoid sin.
If we love the souls of our brothers and sisters,
Galatians 5:14, we will look out for them and
teach them how to avoid the traps of sin with a
gentle spirit.

Do we? How so? Have we done all that we
could? If we walk by the Spirit, Galatians 5:16,
produce the Fruit of the Spirit, Galatians 5:22-23,

and watch ourselves to avoid sin, Galatians 6:1,
we can guide those who are at risk of losing their
souls.

Ryan Thornsberry,
Anna Church of Christ
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ThanksgiVing meals donated

-OUNDATION.COM

The Fowler-Bonan Foundation and members of the Laborers Local 773 donated complete Thanksgiving meals
to 60 Dongola School families. Julia Duff-Thrower, Dongola School nurse and sponsor for the project, shared:
“Our community is grateful for Senator Fowler’s dedication to helping fight hunger in our region. We have so
many families who are struggling to make ends meet. This generous gift ensures that a great portion of them will
have Thanksgiving dinner on their tables.” Photo provided.

County Line News

(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)

Community Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner

The Mill Creek Baptist
Church community Thanks-
giving dinner was well at-
tended.

Approximately 65 folks
came down to partake in the
delicious bounty of food.
Great fellowship was en-
joyed by all.

We thank those ladies on
the kitchen committee, who
were there all day, baking
and preparing; as well as
those who brought in even
more, before we ate. We
were truly blessed. So were
those who couldn’t make it
out and had meals delivered.

Hanging of the Green
Service

Please join Mill Creek
Baptist Church for its first
Hanging of the Green service
at 6 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 1.
Refreshments will be served
afterwards.

Visitors

Shirley Harvel is still en-
joying the company of her
daughter, Vickie Jacobs,
from Sparta.

Shirley’s son Chuck Har-
vel and his wife Martha

stopped in to visit for a bit
this past Tuesday with his
mother and sister.

Shirley’s entire family
(or most of them) will be
gathering this weekend for
an after-Thanksgiving cel-
ebration.

Prayers Lists

The church has added the
following to our prayer lists:

The family of Shirley Ben-
nett in their loss; Lisa Evans,
who is battling cancer; Gary
Rider, who is going to have
to have surgery again before
long; John Watson is in St.
Louis having heart surgery;
and Sue Starr reports her
great-grandson, Cooper, is
still in dire need of prayer
for healing.

We also ask prayer for
travel mercies for all those
traveling this holiday season.

Bob Newberry has also
asked that we keep in prayer
the Sensory Santa events
coming up. These types of
events occur all over the
United States and Canada,
and benefit the those who are
autistic or have special needs
and their families. Check it
out online to learn more.

By Suzan Harvel

Cold Snap

A cold snap has descended
and that required a whole lot
of moving in and covering up
of plants. A special thanks to
Paige Ralls for taking one of
them off my hands.

The temperatures are go-
ing to be doing a roller coast-
er of ups and downs over the
next couple of weeks. So,
for me, those plants brought
in are staying in. I’ll try to
preserve those outside that
are still blooming so that I
can enjoy them a bit more. I
mean, seriously, how many
of you have azaleas, bego-
nias and wisteria blooming at
the end of November? They
are down here.

Special Meal

Tom’s Place in Tamms
was our choice of eating es-
tablishment on Friday night.
My sister-in-law, Vickie, was
in the mood for fish for her
farewell meal, and they do
an excellent job.

We always see folks we
know while we are there,
and often meet friends there
for dinner, and the food is
always great. There aren’t
many places out our way, but

NOTICE OF PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX INCREASE FOR
UNION COUNTY GOVERNMENT

A public hearing to approve a proposed property tax levy
increase for the Union County Government for 2024 payable
2025 will be held on December 6, 2024 at 8:30 a.m. at the
Union County Courthouse, 309 W. Market St. Jonesboro, IL.

Any person desiring to appear at the public hearing and
present testimony to the taxing district may contact Angie
Johnson, County Administrator, at the Union County
Courthouse, 309 W. Market St., Jonesboro, IL.

Phone (618) 833-8276.

The corporate and special purpose property taxes extended
or abated for 2023 payable 2024 were $3,320,962.

The proposed corporate and special purpose property taxes
to be levied for 2024 payable 2025 are $3,502,717.
This represents a 5.47% increase over the previous year.

The property taxes extended or abated for debt service for
2023 payable 2024 were $992,685.

The estimated property taxes to be levied for debt service for
2024 payable 2025 are $991,582. This represents a 0.11%
decrease over the previous year.

The total property taxes extended or abated for 2023 payable
2024 were $4,313,647.

The estimated total property taxes to be levied for 2024
payable 2025 are $4,494,299. This represents a 4.19%
increase over the previous year.

we sure have a winner.

Tom’s will be closed the
week of Thanksgiving, but
check them out most weeks
on Thursdays, Fridays, and
Sundays for a great meal.

Holiday Celebrations

Holiday celebrations are
starting up, so join in multi-
ple areas of fun this coming
weekend.

Check out areas locally,
such as Anna, Jonesboro,
Alto Pass, Dongola, Tamms,
Cairo, Ullin, Mound City
and other communities, or
check wherever you live.

So many towns are hav-
ing Christmas parades,
Christmas light festivals,
craft fairs, school programs,
church singing/decorating
services and many other
holiday events.

Check your local news-
paper and/or online at each
town’s chamber of com-
merce, town or village news
or Facebook pages for more
information.

I guarantee there’s some-
thing fun going on. Be a part
of it and support your local
economy while doing a bit
of Christmas shopping along
the way.

Happy Thanksgiving Ev-
eryone.

Stinson Library News

Landscape Study meeting planned;
one-of-a-kind lap robe supports library

Stinson Memorial Public Li-
brary and the library’s Friends
of Stinston group have an-
nounced two events.

Landscape Study

Frank Martin, who is com-
pleting the Landscape Study
of Stinson Library’s Historic
Structure Report, has resched-
uled to be in town on Thursday,
Dec. 5.

“We’d like to extend an invi-
tation for community members
to learn more about Historic
Landscape Preservation and
share any memories or pho-
tographs that you may have
about the library’s landscape
throughout the years,” Stin-
son Memorial Public Library
District director Sarah Watkins
said.

A community meeting is
scheduled to begin at 1:30 p.m.
at the library.

Those who are not able to
attend the meeting and have
information to share can contact
Watkins at the library for more
information.

Supporting Stinson

The Friends of Stinson Li-
brary are offering the commu-
nity an opportunity to support

Union
County

[ d 4 ,
Fixin’s
By Suzan Harvel
Cranberry Salad
By Lula Belle Tripp

12 ounces cranberries, rinsed

1/2 an orange, without rind

1/2 an orange, with the rind

1 cup crushed pineapple

2 cups sugar

1 envelope Knox gelatin

1/2 cup cold water

1 (3 oz.) package cherry
Jell-O

1 cup boiling water

1/2 cup chopped nuts, op-
tional

Grind cranberries and the
orange together.

Add crushed pineapple and
sugar. Let stand until sugar
dissolves (about 2 hours).

Dissolve gelatin in 1/2 cup
cold water and let set until
soaked up. Dissolve Jell-O
in boiling water and when
dissolved, mix in the gelatin
mixture will Jell-O is still hot,
stirring until all is dissolved.

Combine cranberries and
orange mixture with Jell-O
mixture and the nuts.

Mix thoroughly and pour
into a bowl or Jell-O mold.

Refrigerate until firm or
overnight.

Stinson Memorial Public Li-
brary District and win a one-
of-a-kind lap robe.

The lap robe, valued at
$1,000, is inspired by the li-
brary’s iconic stained-glass
windows.

Crafted with care and gen-
erously donated by Ginivra
Stace of Nanna’s Notions LLC,
the lap robe piece celebrates
the artistry and history of the
landmark library.

Tickets to enter a chance to
win the lap robe are $5 each.
Tickets can be purchased at
Stinson Memorial Public Li-
brary in Anna and at Stinson’s
branch facility in Cobden. Tick-
ets also can be purchased online
at https://www.zeffy.com/en-
US/ticketing/lap-robe-raffle.

The drawing to pick the win-
ner of the lap robe is planned
Dec. 16.

All proceeds benefit the Stin-
son Memorial Public Library
District while helping to serve
the community and its historic
legacy.

Christmas
Shop open

for season

The Christmas Shop at 117
S. Appleknocker in downtown
Cobden is open for holiday
shopping. The Shop opened
Nov. 2.

The Christmas Shop is
scheduled to be open on week-
ends through Saturday, Dec.21.

Hours on Saturdays are from
9 am. to 4 p.m. Hours on Sun-
day are from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday afternoon hours are by
chance.

Items featured in the shop
this year include Christopher
Radko ornaments, sleds, Wil-
low Tree, Jim Shore, Annal_ee,
led lights, trees of all sizes,
garland, Santas, wreaths, ribbon
and more. Everything is either
new or gently used and priced
below retail.

The Christmas Shop is the
primary fund-raiser for the
Union County Historical and
Genealogy Society, which is an
all volunteer organization.

The society owns and oper-
ates the Union County Museum
in Cobden, sponsors history
fairs in local schools and history
related programs throughout the
year. All events are free and
open to the public.

More information is avail-
able by calling 618-893-2865,
618-893-2567 or 618-893-
2067.

NOTICE OF PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX INCREASE FOR
UNION COUNTY UNIT ROAD DISTRICT

A public hearing to approve a proposed property tax levy
increase for the Union County Unit Road District for 2024
payable 2025 will be held on December 6, 2024 at 8:40 a.m.
at the Union County Courthouse, 309 W. Market St.

Jonesboro, IL.

Any person desiring to appear at the public hearing and
present testimony to the taxing district may contact Angie
Johnson, County Administrator, at the Union County
Courthouse, 309 W. Market St., Jonesboro, IL.

Phone (618) 833-8276.

The corporate and special purpose property taxes extended
or abated for 2023 payable 2024 were $410,252.

The proposed corporate and special purpose property taxes
to be levied for 2024 payable 2025 are $432,735.
This represents a 5.48% increase over the previous year.

The property taxes extended or abated for debt service
for 2023 payable 2024 were $0.

The estimated property taxes to be levied for debt service for
2024 payable 2025 are $0. This represents a 0% increase
over the previous year.

The total property taxes extended or abated for 2023 payable
2024 were $410,252.

The estimated total property taxes to be levied for 2024
payable 2025 are $432,735. This represents a 5.48%
increase over the previous year.
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Obituaries

William L. ‘Bill’ Hendrlcks

William L. “Bill” Hen-
dricks, 87, of Edwardsville,
and formerly of Mounds and
Centralia, died Wednesday,
Nov. 20,2024, at Barnes-Jew-
ish Hospital in St. Louis, Mo.

He was born on Nov. 20,
1937, in Mounds, the son of
Henry and Beatrice Sammons
Hendricks.

OnJune 9, 1956, he married
Jo Varner, his cherished wife
of more than 68 years, who
survives him.

He is survived by two
daughters, Dianne Slattery
(husband Kerry) of Mounds
and Jodi Weaver (husband
Wally) of Edmond, Okla.;
four grandchildren, Brad Kay
(wife Rebecca) of St. Peters,
Mo., Christy Kay of O’Fal-
lon, William Weaver (wife
Christine)of Katy, Texas, and
Sam Weaver of North Rich-
land Hills, Texas; and six
great-grandchildren.

His devotion to family
brought great purpose and
joy. Relationships with each
grandchild were unique and
precious, and each counts it a
blessing to have had his wise
counsel even in their adult
lives. His example of sacri-
ficial love and generosity is
profound and lives on in all.

He was preceded in death
by his parents; and his two
brothers, John Hendricks and
Marvin Hendricks.

He enjoyed a career of more
than 30 years in telecommu-
nications with Illinois Bell
Telephone Company (now
AT&T).

His retirement years were
spent largely in helping oth-
ers. He worked hard, studied
broadly and enjoyed the sim-
ple things in life like nur-
turing birds, wildlife, trees
and plants and relishing the
beauty of God’s creation. He
began every day with prayer
and studying the Bible as his
compass for life.

He was
glaln a lifelong
learner in

many disciplines. His home
library included many well-
read books about theology,
biography, poetry, classic
literature, steam locomotives,
nature and quantum biology,
among other topics.

A cultivator of the earth
and of people, he developed
relationships by sharing the
things he loved and studied.
He diligently kept flower and
vegetable gardens, sharing the
bounty with neighbors and
friends while also building
connections with kindness.

His selfless pattern of gen-
erosity to others characterized
all aspects of his life. He was a
humble, gracious, and thank-
ful man whose life was, above
all, dedicated to serving the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Visitation was held Tues-
day, Nov. 26, from 4 p.m.
until 6:30 p.m., with a service
following at Saksa Funeral
Home, 210 N. Kansas St.,
Edwardsville, with the Rev.
Wally Weaver officiating and
special music by Brad Kay.

Visitation was held Wednes-
day, Nov. 27, from 11 a.m.
until noon at Crain Funeral
Home, 420 Ullin Ave., Ullin.
Interment followed at Rose
Hill Cemetery, Pulaski.

To view the obituary or to
leave an online condolence
for the family, visit www.
crainsonline.com.

Crain Funeral Home in Ullin
was in charge of arrangements.

Kenneth Howard Slfford

Kenneth Howard Sifford
went home to be with the Lord
on Nov. 18,2024.

He was born on Feb. 1,1959,
in Redlands, Calif., the son of
Lynn DeWitt Sifford and
Anne Farmer Sifford.

Kenny’s early years were
spent in Fairborn, Ohio, be-
fore becoming enrolled in
the Illinois state system for
education and assisted living.

His favorite pastime was
coloring, which he did daily
for hours on end, when he was
not at workshop. He always
had hundreds of markers and
coloring books at his disposal.
Nothing made him happier
than getting a new Sharpie
marker, unless it was a ham-
burger, fries and a soda.

He looked forward to
spending a couple of weeks
each Christmas with his dad
and then his brother, Tom and
family, after his father’s death
in 2001.

Hotel visits several times
per year with his brother
and sister-in-law were happy
times for him, also because he
could swim, go to the movies,
eat lots of burgers at a restau-
rant and go to Walmart.

In the last several years,
as Kenny’s health declined,
he could depend on love and
care from the staff at his group
home. He had a special rela-
tionship with staff member
Debbie. Angie R., Angie K.,
RENDLEMAN Sarah, Zoie,

@ HILEMAN Jameria,
FUNERAL HOMES Deborah

and Dani were his most recent

loving caregivers, along with
Amanda, A’Drenna and many
others over the years.

Kenny forever changed the
life of his nephew, Reid, by
giving him a heart for those
with special needs and there-
fore directing Reid’s career
choice.

Kenny is survived by
his sisters, Nancy (Frank)
Spolrich and Susan (Joseph)
Smith; brothers Pete (Susan)
Sifford and Tom (Debra)
Sifford; five nephews, four
nieces and the residents and
staff at his group home. He
was preceded in death by his
parents.

Kenny will be laid to rest in
the Anna Cemetery in Anna.

To view the obituary and to
leave online condolences for
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfth.com.

Rendleman & Hileman
Funeral Home in Anna is in
charge of arrangements.

View Obituaries
Online at
annanews.com

Roger Dale Cook

Roger Dale Cook, 71, of
Anna, died Wednesday, Nov.
20,2024, at Memorial Hospi-
tal in Carbondale.

He was born on Jan. 23,
1953, in Union County, the
son of Lawrence W. and Juan-
ita J. Noble Cook.

He married Dena Inman on
July 24, 1976, in Frederick-
town, Mo.

He is survived by his wife,
Dena Cook of Anna; daugh-
ter Melissa Graham of Jack-
son, Mo.; son BJ Cook of
Anna; grandchildren Aniyah
Graham, Gracie and Bella
Cook and Zoe Hochstetler;
brother Larry (Linda) Cook
of Dongola; nieces, neph-
ews, other relatives and
many friends.

He was preceded in death
by his parents; siblings Betty
Allen, Wilma Lacy and Mike
Cook; and brother-in-law and
sister-in-law, Bob and Norma
Graham.

Mr. Cook attended the First
Baptist Church in Cobden. He
was a member of Dongola
Masonic Lodge No. 581 and
the Anna Oasis Shrine Club
RENDLEMAN for over 30

& HILEMAN years.
FuNERAL HOMES He was a

loving family man and great
friend. He enjoyed hunting,
fishing and wood carving. He
was a character, always giving
special nicknames to those he
loved.

Masonic funeral rites for
Roger Cook were held at noon
Saturday, Nov. 23, at Rend-
leman & Hileman Funeral
Home in Anna.

Funeral services with the
Rev. Dr. Ed Falgout officiat-
ing immediately followed the
Masonic rites.

Memorials can be made to
Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren.

To view the obituary and to
leave online condolences for
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman
Funeral Home in Anna was in
charge of arrangements.

Joshua Blake Eubanks

Joshua Blake Eubanks,
36, of Anna, passed away
Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, at
his home.

He was born on Jan. 4,
1988, in Princeton, Ind., the
son of Ronald S. Eckiss and
Joan Renee Adams.

Joshua is survived by his
son, Christopher Blake Eu-
banks; adoptive mother Caro-
lyn Sue Eubanks; mother Joan
Renee Tarlton; father Ronald
S. Eckiss; brothers Gregory
A. B. Goodman and Sean R.
Eubanks; half-siblings Ryan
S. Eckiss, Cody M. Eckiss,
Christina L. Eckiss and Gavin
R. Eckiss; step-brother David
A. Cullivan; six aunts; four
uncles, beloved cat Capone;
numerous cousins, other rel-
atives and friends.

He was preceded in death
by his adopted father, Robert
Eubanks; maternal grandpar-
ents Lillian Maxine Hufford
and Bobby G. Adams; three
aunts and two uncles.

Joshua had a remarkable
outlook on life. He enjoyed
RENDLEMAN watching

& HILEMAN NASCAR
FuNERAL HOMES races and

football, especially the 49ers.
He will be dearly missed.
Memorial services for
Joshua Eubanks will be at
1 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 4,
at Rendleman & Hileman
Funeral Home in Anna, with
Pastor LaRue Parr officiating.
Friends may gather from 11
a.m. until the service hour of
1 p.m. at the funeral home.
To view the obituary and to
leave online condolences for
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman
Funeral Home in Anna is in
charge of arrangements.

News from

Anna Nazarene Church

A morning worship service
was held Sunday, Nov. 24.

Announcements were given
by Jessica Elkins. Music was
led by Pastor Randy Wright
and the worship team.

A message titled “We Must
Allow God to be the Center
of Our Life” was brought by
Pastor Wright. Scripture was
from the Psalms.

A message titled “Thirst
No More” was brought by the
pastor at the Sunday evening
service. The message was from
several scriptures.

Sunday, Dec. 1

Breakfast, 9 a.m. Sunday
School, 9:30 a.m. Morning
service, 10:35 a.m. Evening
service, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 4

A Wednesday night service
is planned at 6:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary. A youth group meet-
ing is planned at 6:30 p.m. in
the fellowship hall.

Sunday, Dec. 8

News from

Thanksgiving/Christmas
potluck meal following the
morning worship service.

Saturday, Dec. 14

1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Gift Of
Christmas. Need time to wrap
gifts or go shopping? Let the
church have your kids (kinder-
garten through 4th grade) for a
Christmas story and crafts.

You can preregister on-
line at www.annanaz.com/
wordpress/2024-gift-of-christ-
mas-registration-form or by
scanning the qr code on the
flier on the church’s Facebook
page (Anna First Church Of
The Nazarene)

Tuesday, Dec. 24

Christmas Eve candlelight
and Communion service at
8 p.m.

The church can be contacted
by calling the church office
at 833-6702 and leaving a
message if necessary or by
calling Pastor Wright at 618-
534-7103.

James E. ‘Jimmy’ Ethrldge

e

James E. “Jimmy” Ethridge,
93, of Cadiz, Ky., died Thurs-
day, Nov. 21, 2024, at his
home.

He was born on Sept. 10,
1931, in St. Louis, Mo., the
son of Hiram and Catherine
Bennett Ethridge.

Jimmy came from humble
beginnings. Throughout his
life he was dedicated to serv-
ing and honoring his country,
as well as providing a better
life for himself and his family.

He joined the United States
Army at the tender age of 15
after boldly falsifying his birth
certificate to serve his nation
during its time of need. His
military career began in the
final moments of World War
IT'in August 1945 and extend-
ed into the Korean War. His
service was marked by honor
and bravery, making him one
of the last surviving members
of the Greatest Generation.

Following his military ser-
vice, Jimmy transitioned to a
successful career in the auto-
motive industry, beginning in
sales. At the impressive age
of 27, he became the youngest
person in the United States
to be awarded a Chrysler
Dodge franchise, establishing
Ethridge Motors. His business
model led to further success
when he was awarded a GMC
Cadillac Pontiac dealership.
Jimmy also owned a Good-
year Tire Center, as well as
Ethridge Leasing.

Beyond his professional
achievements, Jimmy was
honored as a Kentucky Colo-
nel and dedicated his time and
energy as a life member of the
VFW and the American Le-
gion. He was also a proud 4th
Degree Knight of Columbus.
He was a devoted member of
St. Stephen Catholic Church,
where he forged many lasting
friendships.

An avid outdoorsman, Jim-
my loved the ocean, fishing,
beach life, golfing, nature
and hunting. He was fondly
known as a “deer whisperer.”
He was a proud Grandpa and
deeply loved his family.

He was preceded in death
by his parents; by the love of
his life and soulmate, Phyllis

Stull; his
@am

ter and

best friend,

Mary Fran- ¥
cis Knight; ===
his daugh- ===

ter, Cheryl Cunningham; a
beloved grandson, Zachary
Thomas; and a great-grand-
son, Liam McCord.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Cynthia Kamaski (Rob-
ert), James Edward Ethridge
Jr., Jayme Ethridge Junker,
John Ethridge (Denyse), Ste-
fanie Scheubert (Clint) and
adopted daughter Marsha
Pater (Bill); his grandchil-
dren, James Ethridge III,
Kimberly McCord, Shannon,
Matthew, Jordan and Trisha
Junker and Sarah Ethridge;
his great-grandchildren, Bre-
anna and Ellie Beberg, Sien-
na Junker, Izzy, Marley and
Gavin McCord; and very
special friends Rita Hammock
and Charlene Thomason.

Arrangements were han-
dled by Goodwin Funeral
Home Inc., 138 Main St., in
Cadiz, Ky.

Funeral Mass, with military
honors, was at St. Stephen
Catholic Church, 1698 Can-
ton Rd., in Cadiz, at 10 a.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 26, with Father
Gregory Trawick officiating.

Interment followed at 2
p-m. in Calvary Cemetery,
2501 Old Villa Ridge Rd.,
Villa Ridge.

Local arrangements were
handled by Crain Funeral
Home in Cairo.

Memorial contributions
can be made to Pennyroyal
Hospice, 220 Burley Ave.,
Hopkinsville, Ky. 42240.

To view the obituary or to
leave an online condolence
for the family, visit www.
crainsonline.com.

only sis-
News from

Camp Ground Church,

Community

Bro. Easton’s sermon Sun-
day was titled “Let Them
Give Thanks to the Lord”
with Psalm 107:19-22 as his
scripture selection.

The entire chapter of Psalm
107 is a recalling of the many
times the Israelites sinned or
failed to follow God guidance.

But the psalmist reminds
the Israelites that when they
repented, God delivered them
from their enemies or situation
due to their wrong choices and
urged them to give thanks for
His protection.

The sermon shared that
“this scripture also speaks
to us today. God is always
ready to save; however, we
must stay close to Him so
that we don’t fall victim to
temptations.

“When we do fail, we need
to admit our sin and ask for
forgiveness. In Romans 10,
we are assured that ‘God
promises that everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord

First Baptist Church, Jonesboro

On Sunday, Nov. 24, Pastor
Perry Williams spoke in the
morning service. His message
addressed “cultivating a life
of thanksgiving by rooting
out ingratitude.” Scripture
was from Philippians in the
New Testament and Habak-
kuk in the Old Testament.

The service was sent by
transmitter station 87.9 for
those who wanted to listen
on the radio. The service was
also live streamed on Face-
book. The church’s Facebook
page, Jonesboro FBC, has
videos and the latest informa-

tion about possible closings.

Music director Dee Rose
led worship. Debbie York
played the piano. Meghan
Smith sang the song “Too
Good to Not Believe.”

Men’s and women’s Bible
studies were scheduled at 6
p.m. Monday, Nov. 25.

No midweek services were
scheduled due to the Thanks-
giving holiday. The church
will be closed on Thursday
and Friday for the holiday.

Birthdays: Jerry Hunter,
Nov. 25; Lucas Tehandon,
Nov. 28.

The regular schedule for
worship at Jonesboro First
Baptist includes Sunday
School classes on Sundays
at 9 a.m., Sunday morning
worship at 10 a.m. and Sun-
day evening worship at 6 p.m.

Youth meet from 6 p.m. to
7 p.m. on Sundays and from
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednes-
days.

The Dig-In program for
children meets at 6 p.m. on
Wednesdays.

Adult prayer meeting and
Bible study are scheduled on
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

will be saved.’

“Psalm 107 reminds us to
give thanks to the Lord for
His unfailing love and offer
thanks to God for all that He
has done.”

Garrett Poole, with the
help of his great-grandfather
Wayne Miller, rang the bell to
begin worship. Vodra Gerard
and Addi Bonner received the
tithes and offerings.

Camp Ground Church’s
lead elder for December will
be Rachael Bonner.

Andrew Boaz celebrated
his 13th birthday on Nov. 23.
Rodney Miller’s birthday is
Nov. 30.

Following morning wor-
ship, everyone gathered in the
fellowship hall for a bountiful
pre-Thanksgiving potluck.

Those who could remained
after lunch and decorated the
church for Advent.

Pastor Easton and the Camp
Ground congregation wish
the staff and readers of this
newspaper a blessed and safe
Thanksgiving.

The congregation at Camp
Ground encourages anyone
who does not have a church
home to join them as they
observe the four Sundays of
Advent, the anticipation of
the coming of Christ into the
world as a babe.

All are welcome to services
each Sunday at Camp Ground
Church. Fellowship and cof-
fee are at 9:15 a.m., followed
by Sunday School classes
for all ages at 9:30 a.m. and
morning worship at 10:30 a.m.

The church is located at the
intersection of Camp Ground
Road and Tunnel Lane east of
Anna and just north of Illinois
Route 146.
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Farming father-son duo cherish annual combine ride together

By Rhiannon Branch to give him some time in the The younger Brelsfoard bors and strangers alike werduddy seat, two things theyJason and Mason.
FarmWeek combine so he can feel likeshared a video of his father-enoverwhelming. didn’t have back when he was “Just keep it together an
For 35 years, Gary Brels he’s a part of the operation,”tering the combine this yearon “People were saying ‘You driving the combine. keep farming, but adding to
foard spent countless hours irJason said. social media. On TikTok alone,don't see that very often any “Dad can see the numbersevery year,” he said.
the combine seat during har While it takes a lot of time, the video was viewed moremore,” Jason said. “You don't pop up on there and how the But for now, they look for
vest, often with his son, Jasongoordination and help to hoistthan 947,000 times, generatingsee kids taking care of theiryield changes throughout theward to continuing the harve:
by his side. his dad into the machine,-Jaover 88,000 “likes” and more father or a lot of family farm AHOG p -DV R Q V D Lri@e-algni\rdditi@riNin \20RD
Fast forward and their rolesson said the smile on his faceghan 5,000 comments. actions like that.” maybe amazes him a little bit.”  “I want to do that for him
have reversed. makes the delay in harvest Jason Brelsfoard said view The Brelsfoards said the The Brelsfoards grow cornevery year and keep him ¢
In 2020, when Gary’s healthworth it. ers connected with it becauseonversations in the cab duringand soybeans with a cover cropmuch of a part of the farm as
prevented him from climbing “That crop will be there to it served as a positive story intheir annual rides are just agotation near Maroa in Maconcan, for as long as | can,” Jas
the ladder on his own, Jasormorrow. IfIdon'tgetthatextra D ZRUOG RIWH Q- AbehbrébleZ usialy QdrtéredCounty. Jason Brelsfoard tookconcluded. “I owe that to hin
promised him an annual cem 10 or 20 acres out because wative news. around yields. “When dad wasover the farm in 2015 and hisfor all that he’s taught me.”
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