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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

Union County CEO program grateful for mentors

Tree planted in Anna to honor veterans
The City of Anna’s Tree City USA committee partnered with the Anna-Jo Garden Club to plant a tree in honor of veterans during the weekend 

before Veterans Day. Veterans Day was Monday, Nov. 11.  The ceremony was held in the Anna Business Park at the proposed site of a city 
veterans memorial.  The tree which was planted was a Bracken’s Brown Beauty, which is a variety of southern magnolia. The tree was added 
to a collection of eight other trees that have been planted for various dedications and memorials over the past five years at the site. A 10-ton 
load of rip rap was also donated by Anna Quarries to improve drainage and add aesthetic appeal to the site. The City of Anna and the garden 
club have had a very successful relationship that has led to the providing of trees to area schools on Arbor Day, to honor veterans and to 
maintain the showcase Anna-Jo Garden Club (Hindman) Park in Anna. Photos provided.

CEO mentors: ‘Great people’
Those involved with Union County CEO program say they are grateful and honored to have an active mentoring 

program. This year’s CEO students and mentors gathered for a photo. This year’s mentors include:
Celisha Merriman, Eyedeal Eyecare; Sharon Robison Laster, First Class Cookies; Melise Smith Oakley, Hospice 

of Southern Illinois; Kendell Boysen, Porter Avenue Capital Management LLC.
Tommy Colboth, Edward Jones; Kati Denny, Anna-Jonesboro National Bank; Stephanie Cox, Anna-Jonesboro 

National Bank; Casey Johnson, Anna-Jonesboro Water Commission; Dr. Tim Taylor, Shawnee Community College.
Dori Bigler, City of Anna; Tanya Loveless, Doc’s Lakeside Cabin; Travis Holtkamp, COUNTRY Financial. Photo 

provided.

A posting on social me-
dia announced that a Union 
County Alliance of Church-
es Thanksgiving service is 
planned at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 24, at historic Kornthal 
Church south of Jonesboro.

***
Good luck to all of the deer 

hunters. Stay safe out there.
***

Scouting for Food bag col-
lection day is planned Satur-
day, Nov. 23.

***
The Cobden High School 

class of 2028 plans to sell 
Thanksgiving produce boxes 
on Saturday, Nov. 23. The 
boxes will be on sale from 
2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the 
school.

***
From the minutes of the 

Cobden Village Board of 
Trustees regular meeting on 
Nov. 4: “The Cobden branch 
of US Bank will close in Janu-
ary.” The board authorized 
the village clerk “to open the 
necessary accounts at Farmers 
State Bank in Alto Pass.”

***
Shawnee School District 

84 is welcoming support for 
a Giving Tree program. The 
program’s goal is to help make 
Christmas a little brighter for 
families in the school district 
who are in need.

***
The Illinois State Board of 

Education has released the 
annual school report card for 
Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School. A-JCHS once 
again has earned a commend-
able designation.

*** 
A Veterans Disc Golf Tour-

nament is planned Saturday, 
Nov. 23, in Cobden. The 
tournament is scheduled to get 
started at 9 a.m. at the disc golf 
course at the Cobden Com-
munity Park. The event will 
raise funds for the Cobden 
American Legion.

***
A Nov. 14 U.S. Drought 

Monitor update showed that 
Union County was experienc-
ing no drought conditions.

***
The Cobden Civic Indus-

trial Foundation has donated 
$1,000 to the Village of Cob-
den’s park fund, $500 to the 
Shop-with-a-Hero program 
and $500 to the Veterans Me-
morial Fund.

***
The PAST organization of 

Union County and the local 
band Back Porch Company 
are planning to present Carols 
at Candlelight Sunday, Dec. 1, 
at historic St. Anne’s Church 
in Anna. Two free concerts are 
planned...one at 1:30 p.m. and 
one at 4 p.m.

***
Several new events and 

venues have been added to 
the Dec. 7 Christmas in the 
Village celebration in Cobden, 
including “The Legend of the 
Candy Cane Walk” and a 5 
p.m. parade with several local 
school bands.

(continued on page 2)

Each year, each team mem-
ber in the Union County CEO 
program is paired with a local 
business or community per-
son to meet with the student, 
offer information and guid-
ance through the class and 
personal business and to share 
their journey through each 
student’s weekly journal of 
reflection.

Each year the mentor group 
changes to meet students’ 
needs and interests.  

This year’s group is also 
trying something new, Month-
ly Mentor Mashups, where as 
many mentors as are available 
meet with the class on a spe-
cific day to bounce off ideas 
and to look at their current 
focus from a new perspective.  

Currently, their focus is on 
the Skate and Celebrate event 
planned as part of Christmas 
in Downtown Anna on Small 
Business Saturday, which is 
Nov. 30. 

CEO student Avery Stegle 
shared in her journal: “Thurs-
day, November 7, the class 
hosted a Monthly Mentor 
Mash, at Pizza Villa. At this 
meeting, I joined in with 
Brooklyn and Kenzie’s men-
tors. Melise Oakley and Ken-
dell Boysen had such wonder-
ful advice to give us. 

“One of the biggest take-
aways I got from this meeting, 
was that goals will help you 
so much throughout the year. 

“Kendell mentioned that 
it helped her to set goals for 
herself at the beginning of the 
year and at the end see what 
all she accomplished. 

“That was such a big moti-
vation to me because I person-
ally feel that if I were to set 
goals and check them at the 
end of the year, I would have 
more motivation and excite-
ment to start the next year. 

“Our mentors are such great 
people with such good advice, 
we are all so very thankful for 
our mentors.”

Brooklyn Eastman also 
shared the following in her 
journal for the same day: 

“I really enjoyed this meet-

ing because I got to dive into 
some good ice breaker ques-
tions with my mentor. I think I 
got to know my mentor a little 
more and what we can expect 
from each other. 

“One question that really 
stuck out to me was ‘What 
do you hope to bring to your 
committee?’ I had never re-
ally thought that hard about 
this before and just knew that 
I will do whatever is needed. 

“With this question, I 
thought about it more and was 
able to think of my personal 
characteristics that I hope to 
bring to the marketing team. I 
decided that I wanted to bring 
creativity and dependability. 
Going forward I am going to 

work very hard at fulfilling 
these roles and grow closer to 
my mentor Melise!”

The mentoring part of CEO 
is a requirement of Midland 
Institute of Entrepreneurship, 
the home of the national CEO 
program. The institute shared 
the following thoughts about 
the mentor program:  

“What happens when you 
connect motivated young peo-
ple with experienced profes-
sionals in their community?

You strengthen your com-
munity and invest in the lead-
ers of tomorrow.

As CEO participants plan 
and execute their class busi-
ness they meet regularly with 
program mentors who share 

their knowledge and experi-
ence.

The mentoring relationship 
is led by students, who are 
encouraged to:

Ask questions and take 
control of their learning.

Seek constructive feedback 
and advice.

Stay in touch with their 
mentor to plan meetings and 
share business updates.

Build confidence as they 
develop new skills.

Gain new perspectives to 
approach challenges and op-
portunities.

The Union County CEO 
program shared that the men-
tors “are just another way that 
students develop relationships 

with the community leaders 
around them. It’s also a great 
way for students to get one-
on-one guidance as they create 
their own business, plan for 
the trade show, improve their 
business pitch and more.

“We are fortunate to have 
many community and busi-
ness leaders willing to commit 
to mentoring our students each 
year! Thank you to the 2024-
25 mentors for their time, 
experience and wisdom!” 

More information about the 
Union County CEO program 
is available by contacting fa-
cilitator Melanie Smithat  fa-
cilitator@unioncountyceo.org 
or Angela Boyd, CEO board 
chair, at aboyd@firstmid.com.

By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News Illinois

The first extensive public 
look at next year’s state fi-
nances contains a warning to 
lawmakers from the gover-
nor’s office: “The ability to 
fund new programs will be 
severely limited” next fiscal 
year.

That comes from the Gov-
ernor’s Office of Management 
and Budget, GOMB, which 
projected a potential budget 
shortfall of $3.2 billion for fis-
cal year 2026, which doesn’t 

begin until July 1.
The Illinois Economic and 

Fiscal Policy Report pub-
lished each November is often 
seen as a table-setter for the 
budgeting negotiations that 
will ramp up in earnest when 
lawmakers return to the Capi-
tol for the legislative year that 
begins each January.

GOMB projects that rev-
enues will remain flat at 
roughly $53.4 billion for the 
upcoming year, while spend-
ing will grow by $3.2 billion.

While the overall num-

bers can change quickly in 
the eight months between 
now and the start of fiscal 
year 2026, the report could 
forebode an even more chal-
lenging budget process than 
the one that wrapped up in 
May. Lawmakers entered 
last year’s session staring 
down a roughly $891 million 
deficit, according to last year’s 
GOMB report.

After lengthy and some-
times fraught deliberations, 
Democrats in power narrowly 
approved a budget that filled 

the gap by extending a cap on 
corporate net operating losses 
($526 million), capping a tax 
discount claimed by retailers 
($101 million), increasing 
the state’s tax on sports bet-
ting ($200 million) and other 
smaller accounting measures 
or tax changes.

As for the impending $3.2 
billion deficit, the report noted 
only it “will be addressed in 
the Governor’s Fiscal Year 
2026 Introduced Budget.”

But, the report noted, 
spending reductions “can-

not be implemented broadly 
across-the-board,” especially 
for the 40 percent of spend-
ing that is mandated either 
by court order, law or other 
obligations, such as debt ser-
vice, pension payments and 
Medicaid. Another 24 percent 
of state spending goes to areas 
such as education and higher 
education.

The expected deficit is at-
tributable in part to both ris-
ing expenditures and revenue

(continued on page 2)

State facing potential $3.2 billion budget shortfall
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(continued from page 1)
Holiday season decora-

tions/banners are on display in 
Union County communities.

***
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-

nity High School is joining in 
the celebration of American 
Education Week, which is 
Nov. 18-22. Activities on 
the calendar at the Union 
County school include Re-
tired Teacher Day, Dress Like 
School Staff Day, Career Day, 
Tip Your Hat to A-JCHS Staff 
Day and Wildcat Pride Day.

***
Future Wildcats basketball 

games are planned Saturday, 
Nov. 23, at Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School. The 
schedule for girls’ games in-
cludes Lick Creek vs. Anna at 
2 p.m. and Anna vs. Jonesboro 
at 3:15 p.m. The boys’ sched-
ule includes Lick Creek vs. 
Anna at 4:30 p.m. and Anna 
vs. Jonesboro at 5:45 p.m.

***
Avery Stegle has been cho-

sen to represent the Shawnee 
School District as the recipient 
of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution Good Citizen 
award. The award is given to 
students who show leadership 
and citizenship in the com-
munity. 

*** 
Last Saturday’s Fall Festi-

val at Lick Creek School was 
reported to have been a big 
success. Appreciation was 
voiced to the school’s dance 
team for bringing back a talent 
show and to student athletes, 
Beta Club members, volun-
teers, auctioneer Alex Belcher 
and the PTO for contributing 
the festival’s success.

***
Rehearsals continue for 

upcoming December perfor-
mances of the musical “Into 
the Woods” at the Shawnee 
Hills Arts Council in Anna.

***
Cobden High School is 

planning to present “Jane 
Austen’s Pride & Prejudice 
by Andrew Davies” as this 
school year’s play. Auditions 
open to high school students 
are planned Thursday, Dec. 5, 
after school.

***
Anna School District 37’s 

Scholar Bowl teams won four 
matches during a recent com-
petition with Meridian and 
Century. Pizza Villa, Davis 
Pastry and parents provided 
food and refreshments for the 
event.

***
A special sleepover event 

(continued from page 1)
stagnation as some one-time 
sources disappear.

The projected spending for 
Fiscal Year 2026 includes an 
additional $350 million to 
K-12 education, while pension 
costs are expected to increase 
by $440 million among other 
“moderate growth” in state 
spending across the board.

Health care costs are ex-
pected to grow by $1.1 billion, 
due in part to “the impact of 
medical inflation and drop 
off of one-time FEMA (Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency) reimbursement rev-
enues” for Medicaid and state 
health care plans. FEMA had 
still been reimbursing some 
pandemic-era costs borne by 
state government, according 
to the governor’s office, but 
that’s expected to drop off in 
the upcoming fiscal year.

Revenues are expected to 
stagnate in part because of a 
“true-up” process at the Illi-
nois Department of Revenue 
that has temporarily inflated 
state coffers over the past 
two years, stemming from a 
complicated miscalculation 
by the department.

In short, IDOR overdistrib-
uted the amount of money col-
lected in Corporate Property 
Replacement Taxes, which 
primarily go to local govern-
ments, in tax year 2021 by 
about $800 million. Corporate 
income taxes were overesti-
mated by $200 million, while 
individual income taxes from 
pass-through entities were un-
derestimated by $1.1 billion. 
The miscalculation, according 
to IDOR, “was caused by tax 
policy changes,” at the federal 
and state level affecting busi-
nesses.

The department began a 
“true-up” process in fiscal 
years 2024 and 2025 that is 
aimed at fixing the “overpay-
ments” to local governments 
while boosting state general 
revenues in the process.

It’s had the effect of driving 
general revenues up by about 
$1 billion in each of fiscal 
years 2024 and 2025.

But the same won’t hap-
pen in Fiscal Year 2026, the 
legislature’s Commission on 

Surprise dinner party
Gary Dahmer, the City of Anna’s public works manager, was honored by Anna city employees with a surprise 

dinner party on his last day of work. “Gary is appreciated for all his dedication to our city and community and 
will be missed,” Anna Council member Martha Ann Webb said. Photo provided.

Dahmer honored
Gary Dahmer, the City of Anna’s public works 

manager, was honored with a noon dinner party on his 
last day of work. His cake had a message which read 
“Boss you are leaving this office but your Legacy will 
remain forever! Farewell!”  “Special thanks Gary for all 
you have done for our city and community,” Anna City 
Council member Martha Ann Webb said. Photo provided.

Government Forecasting and 
Accountability noted in its 
September report, because 
IDOR adjusted its disburse-
ment percentages in 2023.

As a result, COGFA noted, 
general fund receipts could 
be “notably weaker” in the 
upcoming fiscal year, and 
GOMB’s report indicates the 
same.

Revenues are also expected 
to slow as the Federal Reserve 
decreases interest rates, low-
ering the state’s investment 
income.

The state is also entering the 
final step of a five-year pro-
cess of shifting the sales tax 
collected on motor fuel from 
the General Revenue Fund 
to the Road Fund. That shift 
was included in Pritzker’s first 
budget in 2019 as part of the 
Rebuild Illinois infrastructure 
plan.

Still, the report projects 
about $1 billion combined 
growth in corporate and per-
sonal income tax, while sales 
taxes are projected to fall 
by $330 million, marking a 
mixed bag for the state’s “big 
three” revenue sources.

A History of Surpluses
What comes of the pro-

jected deficit and how it is 
defrayed will be up to the 
governor and the new General 
Assembly that is seated in 
January.

Thus far in his tenure, 
Pritzker’s administration has 
shown that it can work with 
lawmakers to balance the 
books. Every year since the 
COVID-19 pandemic up-
ended state finances in 2020, 
the state has seen significant 
surpluses. Those occurred 
for several reasons, including 
better-than-expected revenues 
as consumers spent more 
on goods, and government 
stimulus checks that boosted 
the economy.

Some years have been 
buoyed by one-time factors, 
such as the “true-up” process 
of the past two years and the 
state’s retroactive collection 
of Medicaid dollars in fiscal 
year 2024.

But the surpluses are also 
partially attributable to the 
Pritzker administration’s con-

servative estimates early in 
the budgeting process. In past 
years, that allowed lawmak-
ers to kick extra revenues to 
the state’s “rainy day” fund 
that now has a record balance 
of $2.2 billion while paying 
down about $11 billion worth 
of outstanding debts.

Late payment interest ex-
penditures have dropped from 
about $980 million at the 
height of the state’s two-year 
budget impasse between Re-
publican Gov. Bruce Rauner 
and Democrats in the General 
Assembly in fiscal year 2018, 
to $137 million in Pritzker’s 
first year in office and $13 
million last fiscal year.

The forecast from GOMB 
anticipates a surplus for the 
current year as well, prior to 
next year’s deficit. Personal 
income tax and interest in-
come have been higher than 
expected, while corporate 
income taxes are coming in 
lower than originally project-
ed, mirroring national trends.

All told, the state is now 
looking at a $262 million cur-
rent-year surplus, according to 
the report, but $246 million of 
that would be reserved in the 
Budget Stabilization, or “rainy 
day” fund.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily by 
the Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

News Notes
for stuffed animals is planned 
Dec. 6-7 at Stinson Memorial 
Library in Anna.

***
The annual Pope County 

Deer Festival is planned Sat-
urday, Nov. 23. Festivities are 
scheduled from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., with a parade at 2 p.m.

***
The Ag Club at Shawnee 

Community College near 
Ullin was planning to host a 
“Christmas Mini Photoshoot” 
event Tuesday, Nov. 19. The 
event offered an opportunity 
to take pictures with a Christ-
mas theme.

***
Shawnee Community Col-

lege is sharing the recent 
performance of the 2024 fall 
musical, “Tarzan,” was a great 
success.

***
Students from Davie School 

in Anna traveled to Shawnee 
Community College to see 
“Tarzan.”

***
Due to the Nov. 28 obser-

vance of the Thanksgiving 
holiday, we are asking that 
items for next week’s paper be 
submitted by Friday, Nov. 22.

State budget

SIU receives
national recognition

Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale’s tradition of pro-
viding a first-rate education 
to military service members 
and student veterans wherever 
they might be is continuing to 
earn national recognition.

In Military Times maga-
zine’s 2024 “Best for Vets: 
Colleges” list, SIU Carbon-
dale ranked third among col-
leges and universities in the 
Midwest, first in Illinois and 
57th among 304 schools in 
the nation.

Anna VFW 
calendar
of events

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of Anna has announced 
its schedule of events.  The 
post is located at 70 VFW 
Ln. near Anna. The schedule 
includes:

Taco Tuesday is planned 
each Tuesday in November. 
Serving will be from 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Dress them how-
ever you like. Carry outs are 
available.

A weekly corn hole tourna-
ment is planned each Thurs-
day in November. Play begins 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Mystify Music is scheduled 
to be at the post from 7 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. Nov. 23.

The canteen is scheduled to 
be open from 1 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Sunday through Thursday 
and from 1 p.m. to 12 a.m. on 
Friday and Saturday. 

Ranger station
office hours
extended for
deer season

The shotgun deer hunting 
season is scheduled to begin 
this week in Illinois.

The Shawnee National 
Forest in Southern Illinois 
receives some of its highest 
numbers of visitors during the 
shotgun deer hunting season 
in Illinois.

The U.S. Forest Service 
has announced that in order to 
better serve the higher volume 
of visitors, office hours are 
being expanded at the Missis-
sippi Bluffs Ranger Station in 
Jonesboro. The ranger station 
is located at 521 N. Main St. 

The first firearm season in 
Illinois is set for Nov. 22-24. 
The second season is Dec. 5-8.

The ranger station is sched-
uled to be open to the public 
five days a week, Monday 
through Friday, Nov. 15-22 
and Dec. 2-6, with regular 
business hours planned from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The station 
is scheduled to be closed daily 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Landmark legislation to 
improve veterans care passes

Passage of H.R. 8371, the 
Senator Elizabeth Dole 21st 
Century Veterans Healthcare 
and Benefits Improvement 
Act, in the U.S. House of 
Representatives has been ap-
plauded by U.S. Rep. Mike 
Bost, R-Ill. Bost is chairman 

of the House Veterans Affairs 
Committee.

Bost said the legislation 
makes historic investments 
in enhancing veterans’ health-
care and benefits, improves 
caregiver support and reduces 
barriers for veterans to access 
care. 

“From mental health ser-
vices to caregiver support, this 
legislation tackles some of the 
most pressing issues facing 
veterans today,” Bost said in 
a news release on Monday, 
Nov. 18. 

“It expands job opportuni-
ties, strengthens community 
care programs, and gets veter-
ans out of homelessness. 

“Most importantly, it fo-
cuses on putting veterans at 
the center of the VA system. 
I’m proud to work alongside 
my colleagues in the House to 
advance this critical bill and 
I urge the Senate to pass it 
swiftly. Our veterans and their 
families deserve nothing less.”

The Senator Elizabeth Dole 
Act has been endorsed by 
more than 50 leading veterans 
service organizations, includ-
ing the Disabled American 
Veterans, the Veterans of For-
eign Wars and the Paralyzed 
Veterans of America. 

The legislation also in-
cludes key provisions for sur-
vivors and improves mental 
health services for veterans 
and their caregivers. 

This bipartisan effort marks 
a significant step forward in 
ensuring the VA meets the 
needs of today’s veterans in 
Southern Illinois and across 
the United States, Bost said.

Jonesboro
Library
calendar

Jonesboro Public Library 
has scheduled special events 
during November.

The library is located at 
412 S. Main St. in Jonesboro. 
Regular hours are scheduled 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday 
through Saturday.

The November schedule of 
events includes:

Every Tuesday: all ages, 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Play and 
Learn. Educational activities 
combined with creative play.

Every Wednesday: 3:30 
p.m. Teen Club for those 13 
years of age to 18 years of age. 
Painting rocks and playing 
Crime Files games.

Every Thursday: Home-
work Hangout. 3:30 p.m. All 
ages welcome. Assistance 
provided. Snacks served.

Every Friday: Adult craft. 
3:30 p.m. Ages 18 and older. 
The library hosts and “Altered 
Books” workshop.

Saturday, Nov. 23: Story 
time. 2 p.m. All ages wel-
come. The story “The First 
Thanksgiving” will be paired 
with a craft and snack time.

Saturday, Nov. 30: Adult 
book club. 3:30 p.m. Ages 18 
and older. The club is read-
ing “Legends and Lattes” by 
Travis Baldree.

State Lottery
sets record

As it celebrates its 50th 
anniversary, the Illinois Lot-
tery announced Oct. 31 that 
it is also celebrating another 
record-breaking year of sales 
and returns to the State of Il-
linois.

The Illinois Lottery is re-
porting sales of $3.86 billion 
and lottery proceeds of $883.6 
million, which are both higher 
than the previous year. 

Fiscal year 2024 was nota-
ble for having five multi-state 
jackpots over $1 billion for 
the first time in lottery history. 

These five large jackpots 
figured prominently in the Lot-
tery’s performance for 2024, 
marking the third consecutive 
year of record sales and re-
turns to support the Common 
School Fund and other good 
causes.

From May to October of this 
year, the Illinois Lottery was 
celebrating its 50th year by 
introducing a family of Instant 
tickets named Celebration 
with second-chance drawings. 
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�7�K�H���*�R�U�H�Y�L�O�O�H���6�F�K�R�R�O���0�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J���%�O�D�F�N�F�D�W�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���V�H�F�R�Q�G���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J��
�E�D�Q�G���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\��

�7�K�H���0�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J���3�K�D�U�D�R�K�V���E�D�Q�G���I�U�R�P���(�J�\�S�W�L�D�Q���0�L�G�G�O�H���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O���L�Q���7�D�P�P�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G��
�W�K�L�U�G���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J���E�D�Q�G���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\��

�7�K�H���$�Q�Q�D�� �-�X�Q�L�R�U�� �+�L�J�K�� �6�F�K�R�R�O�� �0�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J�� �,�Q�G�L�D�Q�V�� �E�D�Q�Q�H�U���À�D�J�� �W�H�D�P�� �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G�� �¿�U�V�W��
�S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���E�D�Q�Q�H�U���À�D�J���S�R�P���S�R�P���W�H�D�P���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\��

�7�K�H���0�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J���5�H�G�V�N�L�Q�V���E�D�Q�Q�H�U���À�D�J�V���I�U�R�P���6�K�D�Z�Q�H�H���-�X�Q�L�R�U���6�H�Q�L�R�U���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O���L�Q��
�:�R�O�I���/�D�N�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���V�H�F�R�Q�G���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���E�D�Q�Q�H�U���À�D�J���S�R�P���S�R�P���W�H�D�P���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\��

Anna VFW post announces winners
from this year's Veterans Day parade

The annual Veterans of 
Foreign Wars parade was held 
Monday, Nov. 11, in Anna.

The parade was sponsored 
by Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Carroll P. Foster No. 3455 of 
Anna.

The post has announced 
award winners from this 
year’s parade. Winners fol-
low, by category:

�%�D�Q�Q�H�U���Á�D�J���S�R�P���S�R�P���W�H�D�P����
Anna Junior High Marching 
�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�V���E�D�Q�Q�H�U���Á�D�J���W�H�D�P�����À�U�V�W��
place. Marching Redskins 
banner/flags from Shawnee 
Junior-Senior High School in 
Wolf Lake, second place.

Businesses: Coffman’s 
�0�D�U�W�L�D�O���$�U�W�V�����À�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H�����0�X�O-
berry Manor, second place. 
Anna ZX Service Station, 
third place.

C lubs /o rgan i za t i ons /
church: Anna-Jonesboro Elks 
�/�R�G�J�H�� �1�R���� ������������ �À�U�V�W�� �S�O�D�F�H����
Oasis Shrine Club, second 
place. Anna Classical Con-
versations Homeschool Com-
munity, third place.

Color guard, military: Sons 
of the American Revolution 
�F�R�O�R�U���J�X�D�U�G�����À�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H��

Floats, non-veteran: Best of 
�W�K�H���%�R�W�W�R�P�V���Á�R�D�W�����À�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H����
Ron’s Road Warriors, second 
place. Mike Jackson with 10 
by 19 American flag, third 
place.

Floats, veterans: Illinois 
�9�H�W�H�U�D�Q�V���+�R�P�H���L�Q���$�Q�Q�D�����À�U�V�W��
place. Marine Corps League 
Detachment 812, second 
place. American Legion Post 
344, Anna, third place.

Marching bands: Cobden 
Junior/Senior High School 
Marching Appleknockers, 
�À�U�V�W�� �S�O�D�F�H���� �*�R�U�H�Y�L�O�O�H�� �6�F�K�R�R�O��
Marching Blackcats, second 
place. Marching Pharaohs 
band from Egyptian Middle/
High School in Tamms, third 
place.

Troops, Boy/Cub Scouts: 
Cub Scout Pack 44, Anna; 
Pack 112, Murphysboro; 
�6�F�R�X�W�� �7�U�R�R�S�� �������� �$�Q�Q�D���� �À�U�V�W��
place.

�7�U�R�R�S�V�����*�L�U�O���'�D�L�V�\���6�F�R�X�W�V����
�*�L�U�O���6�F�R�X�W�V�����À�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H��

Vehicle, antique farm 
equipment: Best of the Bot-
toms 1957 Ford 600 Series, 
Jack Thornton owner, first 
place. 1937 John Deere tractor 

�D�Q�G���Z�D�J�R�Q���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���E�\���*�D�U�U�H�W�W��
�*�R�L�Q�H�V�����V�H�F�R�Q�G���S�O�D�F�H�����%�H�V�W���R�I��
the Bottoms 1962 John Deere 
4010, third place.

Vehicles, antique/classic/
�P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���� �*�H�R�U�J�H�� �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V�·��
2018 Corvette ZO-6 race 
�F�D�U���� �À�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H���� �+�H�Q�U�\�� �)�R�U�G�·�V��
Contribution to Community 
and Country, Jerry Cochran’s 
1931 Ford Model A Tudor, 
second place. Duckworth Vets 
in a ‘Vette, third place.

Royalty: 2024 Little Miss 
Cache River Kaci Corzine, 
�À�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H�����0�L�V�V���&�D�F�K�H���5�L�Y�H�U��
Lauren Jackson, second place. 
Little Miss Union County Fair 
Queen Ella Bailey, third place. 

Horses: Dale Lipe on his 
horse named Chance, first 
place.

Any of the winners who 
were not at the VFW post near 
Anna after the parade can still 
�S�L�F�N���X�S���W�K�H�L�U���F�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�H�V�����7�K�H��
�F�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�H�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H��
at the VFW post until Friday, 
Nov. 22. They can be picked 
up at the bar any day, between 
the hours of 1 p.m. and 10 p.m.

22nd Annual
Christmas Shop 

117 S. Appleknocker, Cobden 
November 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17, 23, 24, 29, 30

December 1, 7, 8, 14, 15, 21
Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. • Sunday 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Friday afternoon by chance. 
Sleds, trees, lights, wreaths, nativities, Dept. 56, 

Willow Tree, AnnaLee, Radko ornaments.
Sponsored by Union County Historical Society.

618-893-2567 or 618-893-2865

October weather in
region warmer than
normal, unusually dry

HOSPITAL DISTRICT BOARD MEETING PLANNED 

The Union County Hospital District Board of Directors will meet 
December 4, 2024 for the Annual Dual Board Meeting with the 
Deaconess Illinois Union County Advisory Board.

The meeting is scheduled to begin at 6:15 pm at The Kitchen 
on Lafayette, Anna, IL.

The agenda will include continued discussion on Old Business 
matters and Phase 1 Renovation Project Updates.

Church offers
free dinner for
Thanksgiving

A Union County church 
once again is planning to of-
fer a Thanksgiving dinner for 
members of the community. 
The free dinner will be served 
by the First Evangelical Pres-
byterian Church in Anna.

Those who would like a 
dinner are asked to call 833-
5225 to make a reservation by 
noon Friday, Nov. 22.

Meals are scheduled to be 
delivered between 11 a.m. and 
noon on Thanksgiving Day, 
which is Thursday, Nov. 28.

Donations are being ac-
cepted. Information is avail-
able by contacting the church.

October was dry and warm 
in the Southern Illinois, South-
east Missouri and Western 
Kentucky region.

The National Weather Ser-
�Y�L�F�H���R�I�À�F�H���L�Q���3�D�G�X�F�D�K���V�K�D�U�H�G��
a climate review for the month 
on its website.

Temperatures
The month of October  av-

eraged 2 to 4 degrees above 
normal.  

High temperatures some 
5 to 6 degrees above normal 
were somewhat offset by low 

temperatures that were near 
average.  

This was largely due to 
very dry air, which allowed 
for wide temperature swings 
from chilly morning lows to 
warm afternoon highs on a 
number of days.  

The warmest part of the 
month occurred during the 
first week, when high tem-
peratures at many locations 
reached the upper 80s to near 
90 degrees.  

�7�K�H�� �À�U�V�W�� �Z�L�G�H�V�S�U�H�D�G�� �I�U�R�V�W��
occurred by the middle of the 
month, when low tempera-
tures dropped into the upper 
20s and lower 30s.

Precipitation
Even for October, the 

month was unusually dry.  In 
fact, October was on track to 
be one of the top driest months 
�R�Q���U�H�F�R�U�G���X�Q�W�L�O���U�D�L�Q���À�Q�D�O�O�\���D�U-
rived by the end of the month.  

Even with the rain that fell 
on Halloween, most of the 
forecast area received less 
than an inch of rainfall for the 
entire month.  

Local weather observer 
Dana Cross recorded only 
0.96 of an inch rain for the 
month near Jonesboro.

In the end, October 2024 
turned out to be the sixth 
driest on record at Paducah 
and eighth driest at Cape 
�*�L�U�D�U�G�H�D�X�� �D�Q�G�� �&�D�U�E�R�Q�G�D�O�H������
It was also the ninth warmest 
October on record at Paducah.

�:�H�D�W�K�H�U
High 74, low 35;
0.69 of an inch of rain

Weather in the Union Coun-
ty area during the period of 
Nov. 12-18 was highlighted 
by light rain and seasonal 
temperatures.

Precipitation during the 
period totalled 0.69 of an inch 
of rain.

Temperatures during the 
period ranged from a high of 
74 degrees to a low of 35.

Following are highlights 
for the period as recorded by 
weather observer Dana Cross 
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Nov. 12: high 61, 
low 41. 

Wednesday, Nov. 13: high 
59, low 41. 0.50 of an inch 
of rain. 

Thursday, Nov. 14: high 57, 
low 37. 

Friday, Nov. 15: high 60, 
low 35. 

Saturday, Nov. 16: high 61, 
low 36. 

Sunday, Nov. 17: high 68, 
low 39. 0.01 of an inch of rain. 

Monday, Nov. 18: high 
74, low 59.  0.18 of an inch 
of rain.

After mild temperatures 
and sunshine on Tuesday, a 
big cool down is expected in 
the region.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
reported Tuesday that “sig-
�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �F�R�R�O�H�U�� �D�L�U�µ�� �Z�R�X�O�G��

descend across the Southern 
Illinois, Southeast Missouri 
and Western Kentucky region 
on Wednesday. The cooler 
weather is expected to con-
tinue through the end of the 
week.

The weather service said 

the “coldest air so far this 
�V�H�D�V�R�Q�µ�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �D�F�F�R�P�S�D-
nied by breezy conditions, 
“causing an additional bite to 
�W�K�H���D�L�U���µ

Wind chill readings in the 
20s are in the forecast for 
Thurday morning (today).

�6�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�O�\���F�R�R�O�H�U���Z�H�D�W�K�H�U���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���L�Q���U�H�J�L�R�Q


