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News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area,
from social media
and beyond...

Temperatures fluctuated by
more than 50 degrees during
the past week in the Union
County area. Some very light
snow was even seen early
Monday morning in some
locations in the county. The
low dropped to 19 degrees
early Tuesday morning near
Jonesboro.

skskok

Congratulations to the An-
na-Jonesboro Community
High School girls’ country
team on another outstanding
season.

skoskok

The City of Anna has set up
an Angel Tree up in support of
the Pay It Forward program.
Gifts will be collected during
the Light Up the Night parade
planned during the Christmas
in Downtown Anna celebrate
on Nov. 29.

skoskok

The first round of leaf and
tree limb pick up is planned
in the City of Anna. The city
notes that those who would
like to have leaves and limbs
picked up must contact Anna
City Hall at 833-8528 by Nov.
14. Leaves must be raked
to the curb (but not into the
street). Tree limbs must be
no larger than 4 inches in
diameter and no longer than
36 inches.

skoskok

Entries for posters designed
to celebrate local businesses
and the holiday spirit are be-
ing accepted through Nov. 17
in a contest sponsored by the
Union County CEO program.
The contest is being held in
conjunction with the upcom-
ing Christmas in Downtown
Anna celebration. Entries can
be submitted by visiting the
Union County CEO program’s
website and on social media.

skskeok

A Small Town Christmas on
the Jonesboro Square celebra-
tion is planned Saturday, Nov.
29. Special holiday season
activities are planned, includ-
ing a chance to write letters
to Santa.

skoskok

Cobden School’s Junior and
Senior Beta Clubs collected
more than 1,000 pairs of socks
during a Socktober campaign
in October. Donations will go
to the elementary food pantry
and to Jesus Es El Senor to
help those in need this winter.

skskosk

The Anna Junior High
School class of 2026 is plan-
ning to have a “Caffeine in
the Car Line” event from
7:30 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. Nov.
21 at the school. The special
event is sponsored by Kiki’s
CoffeeHouse in Anna.

kskok

Camp Ground Church in
rural Anna will be celebrat-
ing their 175th of ministry
on Sunday, Nov. 23. More
information for the event will
be published in next week's
Gazette-Democrat.

skoskok

Cobden School Beta Club
and student council members
attended a recent leadership
workshop in Mt. Vernon.

(continued on page 2)
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Veterans Day parade heId in Anna

“Service to Our Nation” was theme of this year’s Veterans Day parade in Anna. The parade was held Tuesday, Nov. 11, in Anna. The parade
again was conducted by Veterans of Foreign Wars Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 of Anna. The parade followed its traditional route through
the downtown Anna area. Big crowds were on hand to watch the parade — and to honor veterans for their service to the nation.

Anna commercial solar
project moves forward

Plans are moving forward
for the proposed development
of a commercial solar energy
project on the site of the City of
Anna’s now-closed landfill site.

The project was on the agen-
da at last week’s regular meet-
ing of the Anna City Council.
The meeting was Tuesday eve-
ning,Nov.4,at Anna City Hall.

The city had requested pro-
posals for the possible devel-
opment of a commercial solar
energy system at the closed
municipal landfill site, which
is located along Kaolin Road
between Anna and Cobden.
Three proposals were received.

The proposals were reviewed
at last week’’s city council meet-
ing. After discussing the pro-
posals, the council authorized
city administrator Dori Bigler
and city attorney Rhett Barke
to pursue work on a lease agree-
ment with AC Power LLC,
a New York-based firm. The
project would entail 55 to 75
acres at the former landfill site.

In other business at last
week’s meeting:

The nation will celebrate its
250th birthday 2026. The city is
looking into ways to be a part
of the special celebration. For
many years, the city has hosted
an Independence Day fireworks
display at the Anna City Park.

Weather
High 73, low 20;
very light snow;
0.03 of an inch of rain

Temperatures for the period
of Nov. 4-10 in the Union
County area ranged from a
high of 73 degrees to a low of
20. Precipitation totaled 0.03
of an inch of rain. Very light
snow was reported early Mon-
day morning in some locations
in the county

Following are highlights for
the period as recorded by local
weather observer Dana Cross
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Nov. 4: high 69,
low 37.

Wednesday, Nov. 5: high
72, low 46.

Thursday, Nov. 6: high 67,
low 37.

Friday, Nov. 7: high 73,
low 42.

Saturday, Nov. 8 : high 70,
low 39.0.03 of an inch of rain.

Sunday, Nov. 9: high 53,
low 30.

Monday, Nov. 10: high 41,
low 20.

The July 4th event has grown
to include other activities. Ideas
which are being considered for
2026 include a parade. Other
Union County communities
are being invited to offer input.

The council discussed rent-
al/use of the city’s new plaza
venue which is located along
East Davie Street. The plaza
formally opened in early Octo-
ber. Mayor Steve Hartline as the
city administrator and council
members Kathy Bryan and
Torie Carter to work on drafting
guidelines related to the use of
the plaza.

The city has received notifi-
cation of a rate increase from
the Anna-Jonesboro Water
Commission. The commission
provides water to the city. An
increase of 15 cents per 1,000
gallons of water is planned.
The city will increase its rate
by a similar amount, effective
in January 2026.

The council approved au-
thorization to spend $6,300 for
a heating system at the city’s
wastewater treatment plant.

The city will be moving
forward on plans to draft guide-
lines for the display of feather
flags in the community. Safety
concerns related to the signs,
such as their potential distrac-
tions for motorists, are a key
consideration.

Concerns are being addressed
about the use of semi-tractor
trailers on East Chestnut Street.
Posting of signs prohibiting
such use are being considered.

Infrastructure improvements
in Southern Illinois highlighted

Southern Illinois infra-
structure improvements were
highlighted at a gathering on
Wednesday, Nov. 5, in Car-
bondale.

Gov. JB Pritzker and the
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation, IDOT, joined local
officials, transportation stake-
holders, and labor leaders
today to celebrate another
historic round of investments
in Southern Illinois infrastruc-
ture.

As part of $400 million spe-
cifically identified to support
223 local projects, the governor
announced a $2 million invest-
ment in Carbondale to recon-
struct and modernize Poplar,
West Cherry and West College
streets, as well as advance other
projects across the region. The
investment is part of the largest
infrastructure program in state
history, totaling $50.6 billion
over six years.

“The Carbondale Road Res-
toration Project is resurfacing
and upgrading multiple criti-
cal roads that serve the most
important focal points of this
region,” the governor said.
“Across the state, our Rebuild
[llinois program is getting shov-
els in the ground and putting
Illinoisans to work on projects
that are vital to community
interest and helping grow the
entire state. This ambitious pro-
gram isn’t just about rectifying
the shortcomings of our past
—it’s about building something
better for our future.”

The Carbondale improve-
ments will rehabilitate and
modernize three streets in the
heart of town: Poplar Street
between West Mill and West
Oak streets, West Cherry Street
between South Oakland and
South Illinois avenues and West
College Street between South
Forest and South University
avenues.

Each of these routes provide
connections to Southern Illinois
University and SIH Memorial
Hospital, two of the region’s
largest employers, as well as the
Southern Illinois Multimodal
Station, a new facility made
possible through $2.8 million
in state funding that serves
Amtrak, Greyhound and JAX
Mass Transit.

The project consists of resur-
facing the roads, fixing curbs
and gutters, adding sidewalk
ramps for people with disabil-
ities, and including striping
for dedicated bike lanes where
possible. Construction is antic-
ipated to begin within the year.

“The investment in these
Carbondale streets will mean
safer, more reliable options to
get to your park, library school
and other meaningful desti-
nations in your lives,” IDOT
Secretary Gia Biagi said.

“Reconstructing Poplar,
Cherry and College Streets is
about more than fixing pave-
ment — it’s about strengthening
the heart of Carbondale. These
improvements will make travel
safer, support our local busi-

nesses, and improve access to
Southern Illinois University
and STH Memorial Hospital,
two pillars of our community,”
Carbondale Mayor Carolin
Harvey said. “Thanks to Gov-
ernor Pritzker, IDOT and our
friends in labor, this project
represents the kind of partner-
ship that drives real progress for
Southern Illinois.”

“This project is another great
example of what happens when
state leadership, local commu-
nities and organized labor work
together to get things done,”
said Tate Wright, secretary-trea-
surer of Egyptian Building
Trades. “Reconstructing Poplar,
Cherry and College Streets will
not only make Carbondale safer
and more connected, but it will
also create good-paying, local
jobs for the men and women of
the building trades. We’re grate-
ful to Governor Pritzker for his
partnership and commitment to
investing in Southern Illinois.”

For IDOT’s district covering
Southern Ilinois, $1.1 billion is
planned to improve state roads
and bridges.

Among the projects advanc-
ing are:

$14 million to reconstruct 1.4
miles and resurface 1.2 miles of
Illinois 146 from Illinois 127 to
U.S. 51 in Union County.

$22 million to reconstruct a
mile and resurface more than 13
miles of Illinois 34 from Illinois
37 to the Saline County line in
Franklin County.

(continued on page 2)

Work continues on Anna City Park project

Work continues on a major project at the Anna City Park. Some of the work done so far includes extensive
grading and the resizing of a pond at the park. Work also is underway on the installation of drainage pipes, as
well as a concessions/restroom building. The project is scheduled to be completed by March of 2026.
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Infrastructure

(continued from page 1)

$14.5 million to resurface
and build new shoulders along
nearly 7 miles of Illinois 152
from Illinois 127 to U.S. 51 in
Perry County.

IDOT’s Fiscal Year 2026-31
Proposed Highway and Multi-
modal Improvement Program
identifies a total investment
of $32.5 billion in roads and
bridges, and $18.1 billion for
other modes, including $13.8
billion for transit, $2.9 billion
for freight and passenger rail,
$1.2 billion for aviation, and
$200 million for ports and
waterways.

This year’s multi-year pro-
gram also made $400 million
available through special leg-
islative appropriation backed
by the governor to help further
address local transportation
needs, with consideration given
to disadvantaged or economi-
cally distressed communities.
Of the 223 awards, 177 are for
roads, 34 for bike and pedestri-
an improvements, 10 for transit
and two for ports.

IDOT is making several
investments in local projects
through the $400 million ap-
propriation, including:

News Notes

$2 million in Carbondale for
road improvements.

$2.2 million to complete
the third and final phase of the
Union Hill Road reconstruc-
tion in Jackson County.

$918.,000 to rehab the Pitts-
burg Road bridge in William-
son County.

IDOT’s latest multi-year
program is both comprehen-
sive and multimodal, with in-
vestments in roads and bridges,
aviation, transit, freight and
passenger rail, waterways and
bicycle and pedestrian accom-
modations. Projects are across
state and local jurisdictions and
in all 102 counties. The $50.6
billion eclipses the previous
record of $41 4 billion set last
year.

Passed in 2019, Rebuild
Illinois is not only the largest
capital program in state histo-
ry, but also the first one that
touches all modes of Illinois
transportation. To date, IDOT
has completed through Re-
build Illinois approximately
$20.8 billion of improvements
statewide on 21,309 lane miles
of highway, 815 bridges and
1,181 additional safety proj-
ects.

(continued from page 1)
Stinson Memorial Public
Library in Anna recently wel-
comed Southern Illinois na-
tives Justin and Ashton Webb
of Marion, who shared their
new children’s book, titled
“Nelson & Winslow Celebrate
the 618.” The book, inspired
by the Webbs’ two dachs-
hunds, Nelson and Winslow,
celebrates the things that make
Southern Illinois special.
kskok
A free presentation about
wooly worms is set for 3:30
p.m. Friday, Nov. 21, at Stin-
son Memorial Public Library
in Anna. The program is being
presented by University of
Illinois Extension’s AIMPU
Unit.
skok
A story time with Jones-
boro’s police chief is planned
at 3:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 14, at
the Jonesboro Public Library.
kskok
In commemoration of Vet-
erans Day, Shawnee Commu-
nity College planned to host
“Hometown Heroes Night” at
women’s and men’s basketball
games Wednesday evening,
Nov. 12. Veterans and emer-
gency services personnel were

to have been honored.
skeksk

A “Great Literary Masquer-
ade” event was held last week
at Shawnee Community Col-
lege as a fundraiser to support
Bernie’s Place. Faculty and
staff members dressed like
characters which appear in
books they chosen. Monetary
donations were accepted to
select a winner.

skkok

Paintings and photographs
by Kris Killman are on display
during November at the visitors
center at Giant City State Park
near Makanda.

skkok

Lines began forming short-
ly after 8 a.m. for the 9 a.m.
opening of the 23rd annual
Christmas Shop in Cobden, a
fundraiser for the Union County
Museum. Buyers from three
states packed their vehicles
with Christmas decor. The
shop is open weekends through
Dec. 20.

ko

Shawnee Hills Real Estate
in Jonesboro is collecting non-
perishable food items through
Nov. 29 for Small Business
Saturday. Those who donate
will be entered into a drawing
for local gift cards. Items which
are donated will go to local
food pantries to help during the
holiday season.

e vy M

The Alliance of Churches worship
at Kornthal will be held at
2pm, Sunday, December 23rd.
Kornthal is located 2 miles south
of Jonesboro off Illinois 127.
Coming up, Christmas at Kornthal,
December 9th at 6:30 pm.

RS, ==

Ribbon cutting, fundraiser held by Just Peachy Cleaners

Grand opening

Tiffany Bowels, owner of Just Peachy Cleaners, was joined by family, friends and members of the community
to commemorate their official grand opening at their office in Anna. The event was also used to raise funds and

resources for children in the care of the Department of Children and Family Services.

A ribbon-cutting celebra-
tion and fundraiser was held
by Tiffany Bowels and the
Union County Chamber of
Commerce and Economic
Development to commemo-
rate the official grand opening
of Just Peachy Cleaners. The
event was held on Saturday,
Nov. 8 at their office in Anna,
located on E. Vienna St.

Just Peachy Cleaners has
been operating in the region
for four years, servicing
homes and businesses in
Union County and beyond.

“We do an hour radius
around the area, but we are
growing, so we can do other

places too,” said Tiffany.
“We do companies in Me-
tropolis, Marion, we’re get-
ting ready to include Cape.”

Just Peachy Cleaners spe-
cializes in commercial and
business cleans, but they
do residential jobs as well.
Tiffany says that the strength
of her staff helps to provide
the right kind of service to
their clients.

“We can specialize each
home to their cleaners, or
businesses to their cleaners.
We are not once size fits all,”
says Tiffany. “I have such a
good-sized team that I can
specify and fit the home or

business with the perfect
cleaner for them.”

The grand opening cele-
bration was also used to help
generate funds and resources
for the Department of Chil-
dren and Family Services.

Children placed in tempo-
rary protective custody often
lack personal comfort and
hygiene supplies for the first
few days before finding suit-
able foster care. Attendees to
the event were encouraged
to bring care items for these
displaced children.

Bowels says that she saw
the need in our area and
wanted to raise awareness.

She summed it up in a quote
she found online: “When we
give to foster children, we
are not just donating items,
we’re giving hope, comfort
and a reminder that they
matter.”

“We are going to continue
to take donations,” said Tif-
fany. “So after today, if you
have stuff to donate or mone-
tary donations that you want
to bring by, we are going to
keep this going. Maybe make
it an annual thing.”

To donate, or to inquire
about their cleaning services,
contact Just Peachy Cleaners
at 1 618-922-2414.

New state funding formula boosts
support for Illinois libraries

A new state funding for-
mula is designed to increase
resources for underserved
and rural public libraries
in Illinois. Libraries in the
Southern Illinois area are
among those that will benefit
from the program.

[llinois Secretary of State
Alexi Giannoulias led a
legislative effort to change
the library Equalization Aid
Grant formula, increasing
the eligibility from 17 serv-
ing 77,000 residents to 108
public libraries serving more
than 700,000 residents across
the state while freeing up
additional funds.

“While the federal govern-
ment seeks to scrap programs
and slash critical funding for
libraries nationwide, I1linois is
investing in our residents and
communities,” Giannoulias
said in a news release. “As
a result, more underserved
and rural libraries will have
access to new funding, quality
library materials and essential
services. Now more than
ever, libraries serve as pillars
of our communities, and it’s
essential they have the finan-
cial support and resources to
enable them to thrive.”

Since the 1960s, the state
has provided Equalization
Aid Grants to support li-
braries that fail to meet an
adequate funding threshold
because of low tax bases,
which means fewer tax dol-
lars are available to support
them. This creates financial
disparities in available mate-
rials, programming, and even
the structural conditions of
library buildings.

Giannoulias spearheaded
an effort, approved by the
Illinois General Assembly, to
raise the base minimum fund-
ing from $7.50 per person in
alibrary’s service population
to $17.50 per person, dra-

matically increasing funding
for libraries in the most un-
derserved communities. The
funding allows libraries to
implement needed physical
or technological upgrades,
purchase new learning mate-
rials and provide community
programing.

The increased state fund-
ing announcement comes
as the federal government
moved to dismantle the Insti-
tute of Museum and Library
Services, IMLS, last March
and has threatened future
federal funding, which will
cost Illinois libraries approx-
imately $6 million each year.

Meanwhile, libraries have
taken on additional roles in
supporting their communi-
ties, especially in recent years
when it comes to providing
access to information and
support services for residents.

To be eligible for the
grants, libraries must certi-
fy that they are compliant
with the American Library
Association’s Library Bill of
Rights, that ensures reading
materials are not removed or
restricted due to partisan or
personal disapproval. Librar-
ies may also issue a statement
prohibiting the practice of
banning books. Currently, all
108 eligible libraries comply.

Support for Area Libraries

Grants for some of the
libraries in the Southern Illi-
nois region include:

Jonesboro Public Library:
Fiscal Year 2026 grant
amount, $5,599.14. The li-
brary previously was not
eligible for the program.

Cairo Public Library:
FY 2026 grant amount,
$15,653.26. The library pre-
viously was not eligible.

Mounds Public Library: FY
2026 grant amount, $7,608;
previous grant amount,
$1,417.25.

Union County Alliance of Churches
Recommendations

I Thanksgiving Worship, Kornthal, Sun 11/23 - 2PM
Potluck later at Old Depot-Anna at 6PM
) “The Closet” clothing for everyone at your price,
next door to Dollar General — Anna.
3 “The Old Depot” 6 pm. Free dinner, live praise,
fellowship, everyone welcome, come as you are.

Alliance of Churches (618)-614-2974

Vienna Carnegie Pub-
lic Library: FY 2026 grant
amount, $10,366.46. The
library previously was not
eligible.

Sallie Logan Public Li-
brary, Murphysboro: FY 2026
grant amount, $24,227.61.
The library previously was
not eligible.

Metropolis Public Library:
FY 2026 grant amount,
$32,594.12. The library pre-
viously was not eligible.

“Libraries are foundation-
al to vibrant and informed
communities. With federal
funding on shaky ground,
these strengthened state in-
vestments are arriving at a
pivotal time. Libraries are
stepping up to meet grow-
ing community needs, yet
many have been operating
with insufficient resources
for years. This new formula
ensures that more Illinois
residents, regardless of ZIP
code, have access to strong,
stable library services. We
appreciate Secretary Gi-
annoulias’ leadership in
advancing equitable and
sustainable support for our
libraries,” said Cyndi Rob-
inson, Executive Director
of the Illinois Library Asso-
ciation.

"All communities deserve
strong libraries with modern
technology and relevant
collections to serve their
residents, and these equal-
ization grants make a real

difference for those most in
need. At a time when com-
munities across our state
are experiencing tremen-
dous financial pressures,
every single Illinois resident
deserves access to strong
libraries equipped with mod-
ern technology and relevant
collections to help support
them in their toughest times.
We are grateful to Secretary
Giannoulias and the Illinois
State Library for investing in
libraries that need this sup-
port the most," said Monica
Harris, executive director of
the Reaching Across Illinois
Library System.

“We are grateful to the
Secretary's leadership in
the increased investment in
public libraries, especially
during a time when federal
funding remains uncertain.
This investment is a great
benefit to residents. Our
libraries serve as lifelines
for millions of Illinoisans.
From providing free internet
access to offering children’s
programming, libraries carry
families through financially
difficult times. Now, with
rising inflation and the sus-
pension of SNAP benefits,
residents need libraries more
than ever. This additional
funding will help the se-
lected libraries meet these
growing community needs,”
said Leslie Bednar, execu-
tive director of the Illinois
Heartland Library System.
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DurcH GUTTERING;

SERVING OUR CUSTOMERS SINCE 1979.
JOIN THE DUTCH FAMILY TODAY!

WE CLEAN OUT GUTTERS

* Service Repair © Seamiess GUTTERING
* Resinentint & Gommereiat * Storm Damace
* Home Pressure WiasHiNG * SininG & OvernanG
* GurTer Guarns

We do underground drain line systems
for downspout drainage

FREE ESTIMATES
Ask About Our Specials!

618-351-1881 - Carhondale, IL
913-334-1664 - Cape Girardeau, MO
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Drought eases; bitter (Governor issues executive order

cold brings light snow

The U.S. Drought Mon-
itor reported on Thursday,
Nov. 6, that counties in the
southernmost part of Illinois
were no longer experiencing
drought conditions. Those
counties included Union,
Jackson, Williamson, John-
son, Alexander, Pulaski and
Massac.

Much of the rest of Illinois
was still experiencing either
abnormally dry, moderate
drought, severe drought or
extreme drought conditions.

As the drought eased in
the region, an arctic blast of
cold brought frigid tempera-
tures to the Southern Illi-
nois, Southeast Missouri and
Western Kentucky region.
Low temperatures fell into
the 20s early this week — and
there was even some snow
which fell.

At 2:52 p.m. Monday, the
temperature in the Union
County area was 39 degrees.
The website for the National
Weather Service office in
Paducah showed that winds

out of the northwest were
blowing at 17 miles per hour
— with gusts up to 28 mph.
The wind chill at the time was
30 degrees. Shortly before 8
a.m. Monday, the temperature
was 29 degrees, with a wind
chill of 21.

The Weather Service office
had advised last weekend that
a “brief shot of bitter cold
air” would impact the region
beginning on Sunday and
continuing through Tuesday.
Morning wind chill values
were expected to fall into the
teens and 20s.

The first snowflakes of the
season also were possible
with the arrival of the cold
weather. A few slurries or
light snow showers were pos-
sible east of the Mississippi
River. Very light snow was
reported in the Union County
area early Monday morning.

Conditions are expected to
moderate this week. Sunshine
and highs in the lower 70s
are expected for Friday and
Saturday.

Volunteers sought for
foster child advocates

Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA) of South-
ern Illinois is officially ex-
panding advocacy services
into Union County, extending
its mission to ensure every
child entering foster care has
a court-appointed advocate
standing by their side.

With the expansion comes
acritical call to action: CASA
is seeking more volunteers
across Union, Johnson, Jack-
son and Williamson counties
to meet the rising number of
children entering the foster
care system.

“This expansion is about
equity. Every child deserves
to have a voice in court, no
matter their ZIP code,” said
Nannette Evans, Executive
Director of CASA of Southern
[linois. “We cannot make this
a reality without more volun-
teers from the communities
we serve.”

While new operations are
launching in Union County,
continued growth in John-
son, Jackson, and Williamson
Counties has created an im-
mediate need for volunteers
throughout the region. CASA
volunteers ensure that judges
receive firsthand information
about a child’s living situ-
ation, education, emotional
well-being, and long-term
stability, a service that no
other role in the court process
provides.

“We have children waiting
for a CASA,” said Board

Chair Beau Detrick. “That
should never be the case. A
child in foster care already
feels alone. A CASA volunteer
is often the one consistent
adult in their life.”

There are three require-
ments for CASA volunteers.
They must be 21 years of age
(volunteers who are close
can call). They must be able
to pass background checks.
And they must have a strong
desire to help the abused and
neglected children of South-
ern Illinois

CASA provides all training.

CASA is seeking every
day adults to spend just a
few hours a month making an
irreplaceable impact by being
to be a steady voice during a
chaotic time for a child.

CASA’s next advocate
training is scheduled for
February 2026. Interested
residents can visit casaofsi.
org/volunteer or call 618-
998-2291 or email trainer@
casaofsi.org.

CASA of Southern Illinois
equips trained community
volunteers to advocate for
children in abuse and neglect
cases. Volunteers serve as
a consistent voice in court,
walking with a child from
the moment they enter foster
care until they have achieved
a safe and permanent home.
With the addition of Union
County, CASA now serves
Williamson, Union, Johnson,
and Jackson Counties.

"“Che Spreaching Pen”

Am I Worthy? Ephesians 4:1 a

Q

When we think about “worthy,” we might think of deserving
respect or ascribing value. What does the Bible say about
being worthy? Can any truly be worthy?

What does it mean to be worthy? The term “worthy” is the
Greek word “AXIOS” which means “of weight.” In Philip-
pians 1:27, the Bible records, “only let your conduct (man-
ner of life) be worthy of the gospel of Christ.” In this sense,
“worthy” means “befitting” or living properly. Mankind is
not deserving (able to earn) of salvation. However, the Apos-
tle Peter gives some sage advice in 2 Peter 1:10, “Therefore,
brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and elec-
tion sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble.”
How can we be worthy? First, we must understand the
gospel call. It is only through the scriptures that Jesus Christ
calls men. No calling from men; no supernatural revealing,
no emotional feelings; just plain, easy-to-understand scrip-
tures (inspired by God). To be worthy, we must work. In
Ephesians 4:2, the Bible notes that one must be humble,
gentle, long-sutfering, and forbearing in love.

Why should we be worthy? We should want to be worthy for
a variety of reasons. Most importantly, being worthy gains
us access to Heaven and the presence of God. Next, we
should want to be worthy because Jesus has delivered me,
Colossians 1:10-14. Another reason why we should be
worthy is that we have been shown kindness and love from
God, Titus 3:3-5. In addition, in 1 John 1:7, the Bible tells
me that I can be WORTHY! “But if we walk in the light as
He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another and
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”
May we strive to be worthy. (

Ryan Thornsberry,
Anna Church of Christ

to support farmers amid tariffs

Gov. JB Pritzker recent-
ly signed Executive Order
2025-07, which declared an
Agricultural Export Crisis
in response to the damaging
impacts of President Donald
Trump’s tariffs and trade
policies that are hurting Illi-
nois’ $26.4 billion agricultural
sector, farmers and rural com-
munities.

Through the executive or-
der, signed on Oct. 29, the
governor is directing state
agencies to take immediate
action to enhance domestic
markets for agricultural com-
modities and continue invest-
ment in mental health support
for farm families.

“Illinois farmers deserve a
federal government that opens
doors for them — not one that
undermines their markets and
livelihoods,” the governor
said in a news release. “That’s
why I am declaring an Agri-
cultural Trade Crisis in Illinois
and directing state agencies
to expand domestic market
opportunities and strengthen
mental health resources for
our farm families. While the
Trump Administration turns
its back on American agricul-
ture, Illinois will stand with
our farmers: opening markets
where we can, advocating for
change where we must, and
fighting every day to ensure
that Illinois agriculture emerg-
es from this crisis stronger
than ever.”

"The Trump administration
is selling out our farmers for
bad trade deals and tariffs
that make it nearly impossible
to make a living, especially
when they're already operat-
ing on the thinnest margins,”
said Lt. Gov. Juliana Stratton,
chair of the Governor’s Rural
Affairs Council. “While the
federal government continues

to make decisions to actively
harm our farming communi-
ties, in Illinois, we're taking
a stand to create stability and
prosperity."

Since taking office, the
Trump Administration has im-
posed tariffs, abandoned trade
negotiations, and allowed
foreign competitors to seize
markets that Illinois farmers
spent generations building.

Promises of federal relief
have gone unfulfilled, forcing
family farmers to shoulder
rising production costs and
disappearing export demand
while foreign competitors
benefit from U.S. taxpayer
support. With livelihoods
and rural economies at stake,
Illinois is stepping in to help
mitigate the crisis and protect
farm families from further
economic harm.

As part of the executive or-
der, the governor has directed
state agencies to assess the
following:

*Boost Domestic Markets:
The Illinois Department of
Agriculture, IDOA, and II-
linois Department of Com-
merce and Economic Oppor-
tunity, DCEO, will coordinate
efforts to promote, develop,
and expand domestic markets
for agricultural commodities.

eSupport Illinois Farm
Families: IDOA will continue
to invest in the Farm Family
Resource Initiative, providing
mental health resources, the
833-FARM — SOS helpline,
and no-cost counseling for
farm families.

"Illinois" family farmers
depend on consistent trade
to maintain their markets,”
Josh St. Peters, executive
vice president of the IL Beef
Association. “For decades
now, agriculture production
in our state has depended on

Powdered infant formula
focus of IDPH advisory

The Illinois Department
of Public Health, IDPH, has
issued an advisory to parents
and guardians recommending
that they not use recalled pow-
dered infant formula called
ByHeart, after the product has
been linked to suspected cases
of botulism in two Illinois
infants and children and in
several other states.

On Nov. 8, ByHeart Inc.
recalled two lots of Whole
Nutrition Infant Formula: Lot:
206VABP/251261P2 ("Use by
01 Dec 2026”). Lot: 206 VAB-
P/251131P2 ("Use by 01 Dec
20267).

Other lots of this infant
formula continue to be in-
vestigated in relation to this
outbreak and further notice
regarding additional lot num-
bers will be issued based on
the results of the investiga-
tions, IDPH reported in a news
release.

ByHeart Whole Nutrition
Infant Formula remains avail-
able for sale online and at

Baseball
players
honored

The Southern Illini Con-
ference recently announced
junior high baseball all-con-
ference team members.

Players earning first team
recognition included Macen
Henderson from Egyptian,
Caleb Crain from Century,
Zane Simmons from Vienna,
Troy Beardsley from Anna,
Garrett Scott from Vienna,
Kash Mikel from Shawnee,
Cole Keppner from Egyptian,
Carson Rose from Century
and Gavin McFadden from
Jonesboro.

Second team honors went
to Drew Werner from Anna,
Reed Crane from Anna, Isaiah
Hensley from Vienna, Hoyt
Johnson from Cobden, Mur-
phy Wilson from Shawnee
and Tinsley Lang from Anna.

major retailers nationwide
but constitute only 1 percent
of the baby formula market.
Therefore, this recall is not ex-
pected to create any shortage
in access to infant formula,
IDPH said.

Botulism is an illness
caused by a bacterial toxin,
which can produce life-threat-
ening symptoms including
muscle weakness, fatigue
and gastrointestinal distress.
Botulism can be in foods that
look and taste normally, which
means consumers cannot in-
spect food on their own for
botulism safety.

The two Illinois infants who
have those symptoms both
consumed powdered infant
formula from ByHeart. That
same formula has been linked
to suspected botulism cases in
ten states.

IDPH is working with other
states and the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention,
CDC, and the FDA, Food and
Drug Administration, on the
investigation.

A-J girls'
Cross country
team finishes
fourth at state

The Anna-Jonesboro
Community High School
girls' cross country team
finished in fourth place at the
2025 Illinois High School
Association 1A state meet.

The event was held at
Detweiler Park in Peoria on
Saturday, Nov. 8.

The Wildcats finished just 2
points behind third place team
El Paso, and 3 points behind
Shelbyville, who finished
second.

A-J junior Jadyn Gerardi
earned all-state honors for
the third year in a row and
finished 25th overall.

This win marks the fourth
year in a row that A-J finished
the season in the top six teams.

global imports and exports to
connect the food and fuel from
our farms to the world's con-
sumers. Farm families need
consistent, reasonable trade
policy to support livelihoods
and make it possible for them
to be profitable in this chal-
lenging economy."

“Farmers in Illinois have
been struggling over the last
several years with stagnant
demand and excessive input
prices,” said Shane Gray, a
Waverly farmer and IL Corn
Growers Association Board
Member. “What would be a
tremendous help for family
farmers is market certainty
amidst the chaos and lower
input costs. Additionally, op-
portunities to grow domestic
ethanol and biodiesel use
would give a positive signal
to the market, and hopefully
help increase prices for U.S.
farmers."

Tariff Impacts

Ilinois’ $13.7 billion ag-
riculture export industry is
experiencing the full force of
Trump administration tariffs
that have upended markets
and driven up production
costs. Key impacts include:

Falling Soybean Prices
and Collapsed Exports: Illi-
nois, the nation’s number one
soybean producer, is seeing
soybean prices fall below
break-even levels, leaving
farmers with losses of $100
to $200 per acre. At the same
time, China, the state’s largest
soybean buyer, has purchased
limited U.S. soybeans this
year despite purchasing $1.4
billion in Illinois soybeans
last year, erasing decades
of market development and
cutting off a lifeline farmers
depend on.

Rising Production Costs
and Strain on Rural Com-

munities: Due to the tariffs,
Illinois farmers are paying
more for agricultural ma-
chinery, fertilizer, diesel and
other essential inputs, putting
financial pressure on local
businesses and workers that
depend on agriculture. As a
result, more Illinois farmers
are being forced to sell their
farms or declare bankruptcy.

Global Competition and
Unequal Relief: While
farmers continue to suffer,
Brazil and Argentina have
rushed to fill the void, seizing
long-standing relationships
and selling into markets that
once belonged to Illinois.
The Trump Administration
provided a $20 billion bailout
to Argentina as Illinois farm
families continue to wait for
meaningful relief.

Setbacks for Illinois Beef
Farmers: The Trump admin-
istration plans to import tar-
iff-free beef from Argenti-
na, threatening 10,713 TIlli-
nois beef farms and roughly
333,000 head of cattle by
reducing beef prices and un-
dercutting the future of Illinois
beef producers.

In September, the governor
directed state agencies to
identify up to 4 percent of Fis-
cal Year 2026 general funds
appropriations for reserve to
protect Illinois’ fiscal stability.
Earlier this summer, he or-
dered state agencies to assess
the full impact of the tariffs on
key economic sectors.

The governor has also led
trade missions, signed eco-
nomic cooperation agreements
with the United Kingdom and
Mexico, and strengthened
engagement with international
partners including the Canadi-
an ambassador to the United
States and the consul general
of Mexico in Chicago.

The Cat's Meow

by Cobden Spay and Neuter Coalition

Know what we need? We
need more vets!! We have
wonderful partners in Mell-
er-James Veterinary Services
and Ulrich’s Vet Service, but
they are nearly overwhelmed
providing not only spay/neu-
ter, but day-to-day services,
not to speak of traumatic
emergencies.

They serve not only our
small animal population, but
also large/farm animals in this
region. They are an extraor-
dinary group of doctors and
staff. So, please, if you know
a young man or woman who
aspires to be of immeasurable
service to their community as
a doctor of animals, send them
to beautiful Southern Illinois.

That said, we are slowly,
but surely getting the job
done. We need your continued
support in the form of dona-
tions and volunteerism.

Just eight days now until
our “Thank God It’s Trivia”
night at Starview Vineyard in
Cobden on Friday, Nov. 21
from 6 to 8 p.m. Donation for
participants is $25 each, or
$150 for a table/team of eight.

Great fun, great compe-
tition, great conversation!
Plus we have some great door
prizes and yummy treats to
sell. Won’t you join us in a de-
lightful evening of fundraising
to continue our work? Come
by after work or school, we’d
love to have you! Message us
on Facebook to sign up.

Please visit our website,
cobdenspayneutercoalition.
org, or our facebook page to
see what we’re up to. You may
drop off or send donations to
our account at Meller-James
& Associates, or mail them to
CSNC, P.O.Box 542,Cobden,
IL 62920. CSNC is a 501c3
nonprofit organization, and
donations are tax-deductible.

Please Spay/Neuter/Adopt
companion animals. Mean-
while, if you see a companion
animal in need, in trouble, or
suffering, please, please call
someone before it’s too late
for them. Call your local ani-
mal control office, the police,
or the Sheriff’s Dept. It IS
your business if an innocent
being who cannot speak for
himself needs your help!

Historical Society to
host quilt turning event

The Johnson County Ge-
nealogical and Historical So-
ciety will host an event on
Sunday, Nov. 16 at the Vienna
Library Community Room at
2:30 p.m., featuring a modern
demonstration of quilt turning,
with quilts displayed and a
story about each quilt.

Barbara Bauer, from Anna,
will discuss quilts that tell
the stories ranging from The
Trail of Tears to a local iron
furnace, Miller’s Grove, the
Lincoln-Douglas debate, the
Underground Railroad and
many others. She will tell
the story behind each quilt,
including its history, patterns
and materials.

Barbara has spent most of
her 90 years in the Anna and
Union County area. Her deep
family roots include a signer of

the Mecklenburg Declaration
of Independence and a member
of the North Carolina Militia
during the American Revolu-
tionary War. Barbara loves to
interpret the past to honor those
who have gone before.

Her travels with the Illinois
4-H led her to Michigan,
where she met her husband
of many years, Norman Bau-
er, on her way to serve as
an International Farm Youth
Exchange delegate to Turk-
ish host families. Barb and
Norm have four children,
10 grandchildren, and a 12th
great-grandchild on the way.

Attendees are invited to
bring that special quilt from
your family and share with the
group. Please come join us for
the program, and refreshments
afterward.
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Karen Kickasola Reichert

Karen Kickasola Reichert,
age 77 of Grand Chain, Ill.
passed away at 6:20 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025 at
her home.

She was a beloved mom-
ma, granny, and great-granny.
She missed her husband,
Skip Reichert, over the last
six years.

She loved watching her
grandkids play sports and
playing with her great grand-
kids. Her Sundays were spent
at church and visiting with
her twin, Sharon, and friend,
Brenda.

Her Wednesdays were spent
visiting, eating, and play-
ing cards with Grand Chain
friends. he will be remem-
bered for her love and ability
of cooking for others, espe-
cially her cinnamon rolls.

Karen grew up in Union-
ville on a family farm. She
worked at Allied before de-
ciding to become a full time
mother. Later, she worked at
the Grand Chain Post Office,
Grand Chain First State Bank
and retired from Vienna's
Banterra Bank.

She was a lifetime member
of Mt. Sterling Cumberland
Presbyterian Church. For
a few years, they attended
Milburn Chapel Cumberland
Presbyterian Church and was
very active with their Sunday
school class.

She left behind her daugh-
ter, Penny (Tim) Bellamey,
and son, Jasson (Leah) Re-
ichert; grandkids, Alex (Am-
ber) Bellamey, Lauren Grace
(Wes) Belt, Madison Re-

ichert and Nolan Reichert;
great-grandkids, Emmett,
Elijah, and Hazel; her sister,
Sharon Pegram, and several
nieces, nephews and cousins.

She was preceded in death
by her husband, Larry "Skip"
Reichert; her parents, Law-
rence (LT) and Pearline Kick-
asola.

Funeral services honoring
the life of Mrs. Karen Reichert
were held on Saturday, Nov.
8 at Wilson Funeral Home in
Karnak. Rev. Doug Hughes
will be officiated.

Interment followed at the
Masonic Cemetery in Grand
Chain.

Pallbearers were Alexander
Bellamey, Nolan Reichert,
John Hannan, Kevin Reichert,
Jason Neelley and Sean Pe-
gram.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be sent to the Century
FFA.

The staff at Wilson Funeral
Home would like to express
our sincere condolences to the
Karen Reichert family.

Joe H. McMahan

Joe H. McMabhan, age 87 of
Anna, went home to his Savior,
Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025 with
his family by his side.

He was born Oct. 11, 1938
in Wolf Lake, the son of Mer-
ritt Estin and Beulah E. (Bittle)
McMabhan.

He married Gale Scivally on
Dec. 14, 1963 in Mt. Carmel.
She preceded him in death on
June 7, 2006.

Joe is survived by his two
sons, Joseph McMahan of
Anna, and Randy McMahan
of Anna; five grandchildren,
Cody McMahan of Anna,
Andrew McMahan of Troy,
Kyle McMahan of Anna, Darci
McMahan of Anna and Sarah
McMahan of Chicago; four
great-grandchildren; one great-
great grandchild; sister, Vickie
(Gary) Sadler of Cape Gi-
rardeau, Mo.; numerous nieces
and nephews; cousins; other
relatives and close friends.

He was preceded in death
by his parents; wife, Gale
McMabhan; two sisters, Millie
Gardner and Patricia Schlenk-
er; brother, Archie McMahan,
and infant brother, Merrit
Junior McMabhan.

Joe honorably served his
country in the United States
Army and was a member of
the American Legion.

He was a member of the
First Baptist Church in Anna
where he served as deacon for

RENDLEMAN Many years.

& HILEMAN  Joe was
FuneEraL HomEs  an avid Car-

dinal Base-
ball fan and
enjoyed
going to the
local coffee shops to socialize.
He had several spots he would
go to in the morning and after-
noon with his friends when he
was able.

Early in his working career
he farmed and worked for
[llinois Central Gulf Railroad
and later retiring from the Ca-
nadian National Railroad.

Graveside services were
on Sunday, Nov. 9 at the Anna
Cemetery with Bro. Jack
Thornton and Bill Littrell
officiating.

Graveside military rites
were conducted by the Army
Funeral Honor Team. Inter-
ment followed.

In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions are preferred
to the First Baptist Church
in Anna. Envelopes will be
available at the funeral home.

Billy Mac Travis

Billy Mac Travis, age 68 of
Jonesboro, died Monday, Oct.
27,2025 at St. Louis Medical
Center.

He was born Oct. 4, 1957
in Anna, the son of Billy Lee
and Maxine (Lingle) Travis.

Billy Mac is survived by his
son, Jeremy Travis of Mur-
physboro; daughter, Rachel
Travis of Wolf Lake; grand-
children, Cray Peterman, Ken-
lee Metzger, Gage Travis,

and Brianna Travis; sister,
Jennifer Brown of Anna; nu-
merous relatives and friends.
He was preceded in death by
his parents.

Billy Mac worked many
years as a tugboat captain
until his retirement. He will
be dearly missed by his family
and friends.

Memorial services are
pending and will be an-
nounced at a later date.

View Obituaries Online at
dannanews.com

Freida June Sheible

It is with great sadness we
announce the passing of our
mother, Freida June Sheible
while surrounded by the com-
fort and love of all five of her
daughters.

Our heavy hearts find com-
fort in the thought of mom
being greeted by Jesus with her
mother and step father, Ola Mae
and Clarence Essex and her
father and step mother Freeman
and Nettie Rodgers.

Freida will be greatly missed
by her five daughters Marcy
Money (Clyde) Abernathy,
Gigi Money (Ralph) Mize, Terri
Money (Robert) Kisro, Karen
Money (David) Frayser, Leslie
Money (Chip) Markel. Freida
loved all her sons in law just as
her own.

Freida enjoyed hours of
cooking in her kitchen amongst
the chaos that ensued with the
house full of her children and
grandchildren.

Freida also enjoyed Scrabble
and word games, sewing, can-
ning, and hummingbirds.

After raising all 5 daughters,
Freida ventured out of the home
to start a new journey and at
the age of 50 she enrolled in
nursing school and worked as
a Licensed Practical Nurse for
the next 20 years.

Freida will be missed by her
13 grandchildren; Kari, CJ,
Matthew, Justin, Kristin, Kaci,
Erica, Kyle, Brendan, Sean,
Austin, Shannon and Toni; and
19 great grandchildren who
gave her much joy.

She will also be greatly
missed by her special sister Jo
Ann (Tony) Sissom; sisters,
Lisa Rodgers, Joyce Bearden;
brothers Hank (Tina) Rodgers,
Gary Rodgers, Skippy (Phyllis)
Rodgers, Mickey Rodgers,
Ronnie Rodgers, Junior Rod-

gers, and
@am

sex. Mom is loved and will be

missed by her special sister-in-
law and frequent cohort Phyllis
Menees Rodgers.

Freida was preceded in death
by her siblings Susan, Donnie,
Harley, Lawrence, Stretch, and
Dewey and special sister-in-law
Joyce.

We would like to express our
utmost thanks and appreciation
to Providence Hospice and the
entire staff of The Lutheran
Home. We cannot speak highly
enough of the care, support and
many prayers that our mother,
lovingly known to all as “Feisty
Freida”, received while under
their care. Mom was famous for
her good attitude and quick wit
even in her final days. Special
thanks to her granddaughters
Kaci and Bobbie for caring for
her as hospice nurses.

In lieu of flowers the family
suggests with gratitude, that
memorial contributions be
made in the form of donations
to Providence Hospice.

Visitation was held on Mon-
day, Nov. 10,2025 at Crain Fu-
neral Home in Anna. Interment
followed the service at Green
Lawn Memorial Gardens in
Villa Ridge, I11.

Crain Funeral Home in
Anna, Illinois is in charge of
arrangements.

Paul Michael Spiller

Steve
(Lisa) Es-

Paul Michael Spiller, age76,
of Carterville, passed away
peacefully at home on Satur-
day, Oct. 25,2025, surrounded
by his loving family.

He was born on Dec. 21,
1948, in Anna the son of Paul
L. and Margaret Ann (Brust)
Spiller. On Nov. 14, 1967, he
married the love of his life,
Nancy K. Spiller.

Paul is survived by his de-
voted wife, Nancy; daugh-
ter, Robin (Jay) Hampton
of Carterville and cherished
grandchildren, Chelsie Coulter
(fiancé Nick Scroggins) and
Trevor Coulter (Elena Novelli)
of Herrin.

He is also survived by his
sisters, Janna Kasper of Anna
and Cathy (Lonnie) Hinton of
Vienna; sister-in-law, Betty
(Jerry Bloch) of Snohomish,
Wash.; brother-in-law, John
(Shirley) Spiller of Prescott
Valley, Ariz.; along with sev-
eral nieces, nephews, extended
family members, and many
dear friends.

He was preceded in death
by his parents; in-laws, Rich-
ard and Lorena Spiller; and
RENDLEMAN his beloved
& HILEMAN son, Paul

FuneraL HomeEs  Michael Jr.

Paul
proudly
served his
country in
the United States Navy during
the Vietnam War, abroad the
aircraft carrier USS America.
He was a lifelong member of
VEW Post #3455 in Anna.

Paul worked in the com-
munications field for 33 years
before retiring in 2004.

A private interment will
be held at a later date at the
Cobden Cemetery. Memorial
contributions may be made to
Wounded Warrior Project at
WoundedWarriorProject.org

Margie Williams

Margie Williams, age 90 of
Tamms, Il1., passed away at
home surrounded by family on
Saturday, Nov. 1,2025.

She was born on July 28,
1935 to Hubert and Dot (Lata-
mondeer) Merryman in Dorena,
Mo.

Margie was a homemaker
and spent many years volun-
teering her time and love at both
hospitals in Cape Girardeau,
Mo.

Survivors include her chil-
dren, Steve Williams, Jeff Wil-
liams, and Shelly (Bob) Britt;
11 grandchildren, Dena Blake-
more, Bobbi Jo Clubbs, Brandy
Renshaw, David Williams,
Jeremy Britt, Kayla Williams,
Daniel Williams, Robbie Britt,
Casey Williams, Cheyenne
Williams, and Brandon Wil-
liams; 14 great-grandchildren;

and one sis-
ain ter, Annie
@WM Rice.

Along with her parents, she
is preceded in death by her son,
Tim Williams; four sisters; and
one brother.

A Graveside Service was

held on Thursday, Nov. 6, with
Rev. Brent Gordon officiating at
Richwood Cemetery in Tamms
with interment following the
service.

Crain Funeral Home in
Tamms is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Helen Elaine Bone

Helen Elaine Bone, age
78, of Vandalia, passed away
on Monday, Oct. 27, 2025 at
Integrity of Cobden in Cob-
den, III.

She was born on Oct. 25,
1947 to Henry and Ollie Bell
(Jackson) Elder in Vandalia,
111

Helen was a homemaker
and loved listening to Classic
Country Music and she loved
to sing and dance.

Survivors include her chil-
dren, Tina (Bone) Mullenix,
husband, Chad and Tony Bone
(Dawn Brashear); four grand-
children; seven great-grand-
children; multiple nieces and
nephews; sister, Mary Willing;
and brother, LeRoy (Judy)
Elder.

Along with her parents,
she is preceded in death by
her s1b11ngs Thelma Tornai,

Alvey El-

@j,g;/m der, Eilene

Chapman, Shirley Fulton, Bet-
ty June Elder, and Junior Elder.

No services will be held at
this time.

The cremation of Helen
Elaine Bone will be personally
handled by the staff of Crain
Funeral Home.

Crain Funeral Home in
Anna, Illinois is in charge of
arrangements.

County Line News

(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)

This past week was ab-
solutely wonderful weather
wise. The trees were gor-
geous, the temperature very
nice and rain light if you had
any at all. Paige Ralls and I
were remarking at work that
we have had an extra spring
burst of flowers in bloom. Her
roses look wonderful and I
have lilac, forsythia, and roses
blooming, and our church has
azaleas that are blazing in col-
or. They won’t last long with
the forecast I've seen.

The grandkids and most
of the adults at our home
enjoyed a bon fire with s’mo-
res Saturday. Later Saturday
night, a cold front hit and
brought with it a lot of wind,
so a lot of those colorful
leaves are now on the ground.
We even saw a bit of light-
ning, but only a light sprinkle
of rain.

The temperatures are going
to drop into the 20’s several
nights and that’s just unthink-
able. Sunday morning was
chilly, gloomy, and we had
more sprinkles of rain. Of
course, it’s supposed to warm
back up again, but it’s fall so
we’ll continue with the ups
and downs in temperatures.

Thankfully, I was able to
finally get out to the cemetery
to change out flowers and also
worked on cleaning up the
porches and patios, trading
Halloween decorations for
Thanksgiving. All my plants
I intend to winter over are
inside now, and the rest are
on their own. Most left outside
are annuals anyway. Soon
we’ll be dragging the ladder
out and clearing gutters. Fall
is nearly as much work as
spring.

The way time is scooting
along I'll be putting up Christ-
mas soon! There are many
folks who have already deco-
rated their homes for Christ-
mas. I fall under the family
tradition of not putting up my
tree until after Thanksgiving
(although I’ve done it a time
or two before). The same ap-
plies with mailing out Christ-
mas cards. Of course, not too
many folks do cards anymore.
It’s kind of sad. Anyway, this
year I’'m looking to buy a new
big tree, so it will have to wait
until I find one I like and on
sale. I am NOT doing a real
tree inside. . .it’s just too messy

Anna VFW
events

planned

Mystify Music will be at the
Anna VFW from 7 to 11 p.m.
on Friday, Nov. 14.

Star Karaoke will be at the
post from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. on
Sunday, Nov 16.

Monday, Nov. 17, the Anna
VFW will hold a joint meeting
of the Post and Auxiliary at 5
p.m. The auxiliary will hold
their monthly business meet-
ing at 6 p.m. and the post will
hold their monthly business
meeting at 7 p.m.

By Suzan Harvel

with carpet.

Mill Creek Baptist Church
had their annual Soup & Chili
Supper with Auction on Sat-
urday night and it was a rous-
ing success. The place was
packed, not only with items
but with people, as some
counted 100 and some over
that. In any event, all got into
the spirit of competition and
made the night highly enter-
taining.

We had quite a few first-
time attendees, as well. Some
looked a bit shell shocked af-
terwards, but reported they’d
had a great time and left with
desserts and gift baskets. We
definitely need more chili next
time, as soups seemed to be
what most folks brought, and
the chili went quick. However,
desserts were plentiful. I for
one had very few leftovers to
bring home, and what I did
have, I divided up with my
daughter and her leftovers, so
we both had a variety of stuff.

Brother Bobby Richardson
gave his message Sunday
morning from Philippians
4:8 -9, which has the Apostle
Paul telling us to meditate
on certain things. Paul lists
these things: whatever is true,
noble, just, pure, lovely, of
good report, of any virtue,
and praiseworthy. Brother
Bob noted that meditating on
God can be done by us all...no
matter our age, our location,
our level in our walk with
God. He always hears us and
as Paul said, He “will be with
you”. We aren’t to focus on
the bad stuff either, but the
list Paul gave us. Take time
out of your day to spend some
time with God in meditation.
Find a quiet place, a place to
be alone with Him, and just
talk to Him, but be prepared
to listen, as well.

Those added to the prayer
list are: Caden Gurley, heal-
ing; Lula Belle Tripp, healing;
Alyssa Novelli, upcoming
procedure; Pat Mowery, her
sister, Anita, and brother-in-
law, and Glenna Branscum,
for a car accident, and be with
the families of Gerald Lingle,
Bradley Schlenker, Sharon
Kohler, Mary Ellen Lawrence,
and Margie Williams in their
passings.

Union
County
Fixin’s

Quick and Easy Nut Clusters

1 cup milk chocolate chips

1 teaspoon shortening

1 cup broken pecans

In microwave safe bowl,
place chips and shortening,
then microwave 1 to 1 1/2
minutes or until smooth when
stirred. Stir in nuts.

Spoon heaping teaspoon-
fuls onto parchment paper
or wax paper lined cookies
sheets, or into mini cupcake
liners for gift giving. Cool
until firm.

Place in air-tight container
and keep in cool spot.
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News from

Anna Nazarene Church

Sunday, Nov. 9

The morning worship ser-
vice was held at 10:35 a.m. on
Nov. 9. Announcements were
given by Jessica Elkins. The
worship service was led by
Pastor Wright and the worship
team. The message “Soldiers
Of The Cross” was brought by
Pastor Wright from 2 Timothy
2:3,Romans 13:7, 1 Corinthi-
ans 4:2, John 14:15, Matthew
28:19-20, Revelation 2:10.

The evening service on
Nov. 9 at 6 p.m. was canceled

Celebrating birthdays this
week are: 12th Meranda
Wright, 13th Scotty Thomp-
son

HEATING & COOLING

618-893-2861 - 618-

Sunday, Nov. 16

Breakfast - 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship Ser-
vice-10:35 a.m

Missionary Poverty Din-
ner-6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 19

Wednesday Night Service
will be held at 6:30 p.m. in
the sanctuary.

Youth Group in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 6:30 p.m.

You may contact the church
by calling the church office
at 618-833-6702 and leaving
a message if necessary or by
calling Pastor Wright at 618-
534-7103

A Sense of Humor

934-2391
_—

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

Back Glasses * Chip
Serving All of Southern

5565 St. Rt. 146E ason Martin, Owner

Anna, IL 62906 Visit our website:

618-833-5986 triplecmeats.com
]

Duty's Auto Glass

Windshields ¢ Door Glasses

Over 30 Years Experience

324 Willard Ferry Rd. - Joneshoro
| 833-2923 or Toll Free 866-799-2923

Repair

Illinois

DU UG
LENDER

JONESBORO LOCATION

Anna-Jonesboro
National Bank

Dedlicated to our customers, committed to our community

201 South Main * Anna, IL + 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. * Anna, IL * 618-833-2922
1002 Public Square * Joneshoro * 618-833-4547

SOUTHERN [

400 SOUTH MAIN ST JONESBORO, IL 62952 |

Member

News from

Camp Ground Church, Community

Bro. Easton’s sermons the
past two weeks have been “A
Prayer for Spiritual Growth”
his main scripture selection was
Ephesians 3:14-21.

How comforting it is to know
or learn that someone is praying
for us. The scripture selected is
a prayer of the Apostle Paul for
the church at Ephesus.

First, Paul prayed that the
Jews and Gentiles in the Ephe-
sian church would be unified.
He also prayed for the church
to be strong in their faith, and
challenged them to keep Christ
in their hearts.

There is nothing greater
than the love of God - infinite

beyond our comprehension and
cannot be measured.

Paul went on to explain that
his prayer was for the church at
Ephesus to love as Christ loved,
be concerned for others, and to
grow spiritually. In this way,
they would grow to be every-
thing the Lord created them for.

This passage is also a chal-
lenge for The Church today: to
seek unity with all believers,
and love so that Christ may
dwell in our hearts through
faith.

Like a well-established plant,
we must be rooted and estab-
lished in love through Jesus so
that the storms of life with not

Ph.oto a;(iit Istockphoto.(omeednevaAnna

Mark Twain

blessing.”

“Humor is mankind’s greatest
Though we often
think of laughter in frivolous
terms, it is indispensable to our
physical and emotional health.
A shared laugh can brighten
anyone’s day. Laughter can draw
us out of our world of problems; |
a common sense of humor is
vital to lasting relationships;
speakers use humor to get and
keep our attention. No wonder
thereisalot of “sense” in humor.
Because of our capacity to suffer

uproot us.

God is always there and
knows the desires of our hearts
before we utter our prayers,
but He wants us to humble
ourselves before Him with our
longings as well as praying for
spiritual growth that will help us
be more like our Master

Olivia Painter rang the bell
to begin Morning Worship;
Rodney Miller helped Olivia
take up the tithes and offerings.

Rachael Bonner is our lead
elder for November.

Having birthdays the first
part of November have been
Bro. Bradley Easton, 2nd, Te-
resa Rogers, 3rd, and Brittany

declared,

U Cleaning Co.

GIVE US A CALL....WE CLEAN IT ALL

618.697.7030
618.697.9502

Roach yesterday, the 12th.

Rodney and Donna Jean
had a wedding anniversary
November 1.

This year has been the 175th
year for Camp Ground Church.
We will be celebrating this
milestone on Sunday, Novem-
ber 23. We invite you to join
us on this special Sunday as
we tudy, worship, and enjoy a
potluck and fellowship at noon.

We also invite you to join us
each Sunday, beginning with
fellowship and coffee at 9:15,
Bible study for all ages at 9:30
is followed by Morning Wor-
ship at 10:30

The church is located at the
intersection of Camp Ground
Road and Tunnel Lane east of
Anna, north of Route 146.

B[H|K

BEUSSINK,HICKAM & KOCHEL P.C.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

139 W Vienna St - Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-2721

Serving the area for over 35 years

Gurley & Son Heating
& Air Conditioning

ul YORK
INSTALL CONFIDENCE

1540 Old Hwy. 5IN + Anna, IL
(618) 833-5211

"Hope to see you in chur‘ch Sunday

. = o

deeply, God must have known
we’d need humor as a part of
our lives. As you worship this
week, give God special thanks
for laughter!

Weekly Scripture Reading

Schaefer
nterprises
Website: www.sewlparts.com

L

P.O. Box 136 » Wolf Lake, IL 62998
Email: parts@sewlparts.com
800-626-6046 * (618) 833-5498

Fax: 618-833-7765

%«&ﬂ TN =

W

i)

/e

A N

Jonesboro, IL 62952
618-697-8490

joshuahathy@gmail.com

201 E. Chestnut St. * Anna, IL
6168-833-2300

—— OF DONGOLA —

Old and Reliable, Established 1906

108 SE Front Street © Dongola, IL 62926

618-833-2494 ‘ ;}.
YOUR FULL SERVICE DEALER! Job Psalm Psalm Psalm Psalm Psalm Psalm }9 WH ITIN EY%
B 42.1-17 138 145 146 147 148 149 e T v
. | - g (618) 833-2145 L
S o ot Scriptures Selected by the American Bible Society ~ 105 Transcraft Drive - Anna, IL %ﬁ
i ©2025 Keﬂer_‘ﬁhlllams Newspaper Services, P0. Box 8187, Charlottesville, VA 22906, www.kwnews.com (}M@y\% Vel
| I
Josh's Heating & Cooling Community Integrated Living, Inc. T
. {mproving the lives of the 1
= individuals we serve. ‘K ok x
POBOXTTS THE FIRST STATE BANK ROLL-OFF

LLC
Michael Winters - Owner Unwanted Clutter

618-614-0885 ]lauling‘Service

www.communityintegratedliving.com =B 618-827-3451 — Dumpster Rentals
Dine-In | Serving the community since 1979!
FClmyonim 3 -Lﬁgg DUTCH GUTTERING
.ﬁDellvery F \ CALL FOR SUMMER SPECIALS!
| ARMERS MIDWESTERN 618-351-1881

wd STATE BANK Seamless Aluminum Guttering
1835 E. Vienna St. » Anna, IL 55 N. Elm St. * Alto Pass, IL PROPANE GAS CO. Gutter Clean Outs ¢ Leaf Guards
: (618) 833-2415 (618) 893-2464 . Anna, IL - 833-6300 Roof Repairs * Home Improvement
L WwWw. plzzahut com = www.myfsh.com FDIC Mike Jones Manager Service and Repair * Siding & Overhang
(O R L gl el Y ) N
: C ardi na| Comer Anostollc llghthouse Church
Breakfast and Sunday
[,ﬂ( A e School at 9:45 a.m.
[ N y orship service
I »409 Grand Tower Road w st STATE BANK
’. \ \ Grand Tower, IL ‘ 109 Transcraft Drive Wﬁgizzl; Z?;I;em 100 E. Vienna Street ¢ Anna, IL
| ¥ 618-565-1064 ¥ Anna, IL 62906 235 Fromts. 833-2151
| v | - Member
Your Homefown Store 7 833-8755 GobdonIL 5o [ wwwannastatecom oy
o B P T e P LT | ¥ T e s = £ ¥ — : Wl

@

———

e

Pressure Washing - Deck Staining -

618.697.5968

You're Inwféd. Worship Service
L) CrossPointe
Church

409 S. Green St, Anna, IL 62906 (Corner of West Spring and S. Green St) |

Sunday

10:30am

Wednesday
Bible Study

7pm

Union County
Abstract Office, Inc.|

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfield, President
304 West Market Street * P.O. Box AC
Joneshoro, lllinois 62952

(618) 833- 6521

=

LN AN IR

To support your commun

R

s TINEY o & ]

¥

|ty Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.
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Classified Section

Anna Office
618-833-2158
classifieds@annanews.com
AD DEADLINE IS 3 P.M. MONDAY

CLASSIFIED RATES

Classifieds ............
$8.00 minimum for each paid ad per week

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
\Per INCH e $14.00 )

......... 35¢ per word

HELP
WANTED

The Voyage Senior Living of
Anna is hiring for a full and
part time cook position $16.50/
hr. Call Katie at 618-833-5495.
EEO/AA Employer

Help Wanted: Part-time or full-
time in an office setting. Part-
time: approximately 20-25 hours
a week between the operating
hours of 8-4, primarily Monday,
Wednesday, and Thursday with
some flexibility. Full-time: Mon-
day-Friday 8-4. Benefits include
paid holidays/vacation/sick leave/
health/life  insurance/retirement
benefits for full-time. Minimum
qualifications: At least 18 year
of age, must be able to pass a
background check, and have basic
computer skills. For more infor-
mation, please contact Alexander
County Circuit Clerks Office at
618-734-0107 or email alexco-
cls19@gmail.com

LEGAL
NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE INTEREST OF:
MELODY B.NOBLE,

A Minor.

NO. 2025-JA-10
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
PURSUANT TO 705 ILCS
405/2-16
Lauren Brooke Morris, ANY
AND ALL KNOWN AND
UNKNOWN FATHERS,
and to ALL WHOM IT MAY
CONCERN:

TAKE NOTICE that on
7/30/2025 a petition was filed
under the Juvenile Court Act of
1987 by TYLER E. TRIPP, Union
County State’s Attorney, by his
Assistant State’s Attorney, Thom-
as E. Bucher, in the Circuit Court
of Union County entitled “In the
interest of MELODY B. NOBLE,
a minor”, and that in Judge Tyler
R. Edmonds courtroom at Union
County Courthouse, 309 West
Market Street, Jonesboro, Illinois
on Thursday, the 20th day of No-
vember, 2025, at the hour of 9:00
AM, or as soon thereafter as this
cause may be heard, an adjudica-
tory hearing will be held upon the
petition to have the child declared
to be a ward of the court under
that Act. THE COURT HAS AU-
THORITY IN THIS PROCEED-
ING TO TAKE FROM YOU THE
CUSTODY AND GUARDIAN-
SHIP OF THE MINOR, TO TER-
MINATE YOUR PARENTAL
RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT
A GUARDIAN WITH POWER
TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION.
YOU MAY LOSE ALL PA-
RENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR
CHILD. IF THE PETITION RE-
QUESTS THE TERMINATION
OF YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS
AND THE APPOINTMENT OF
A GUARDIAN WITH POWER
TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION,
YOU MAY LOSE ALL PAREN-
TAL RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.
Unless you appear, you will not
be entitled to further written no-
tices or publication notices of the
proceedings in this case, including
the filing of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate parental
rights.

Now, unless you appear at the
hearing and show cause against
the petition, the allegations of the
petition may stand admitted as
against you and each of you, and
an order or judgment entered.

Clerk of the Circuit Court
Dated:

Date of Publication

8221-959546

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE INTEREST OF:
JONAH NOBLE,

A Minor.

NO. 2025-JA-9
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
PURSUANT TO 705 ILCS
405/2-16
Lauren Brooke Morris, ANY
AND ALL KNOWN AND
UNKNOWN FATHERS,
and to ALL WHOM IT MAY
CONCERN:

TAKE NOTICE that on
7/30/2025 a petition was filed
under the Juvenile Court Act of
1987 by TYLER E. TRIPP, Union
County State’s Attorney, by his
Assistant State’s Attorney, Thom-
as E. Bucher, in the Circuit Court
of Union County entitled “In the
interest of JONAH NOBLE, a
minor”, and that in Judge Tyler
R. Edmonds courtroom at Union
County Courthouse, 309 West
Market Street, Jonesboro, Illinois
on Thursday, the 20th day of No-
vember, 2025, at the hour of 9:00
AM, or as soon thereafter as this
cause may be heard, an adjudica-
tory hearing will be held upon the
petition to have the child declared
to be a ward of the court under
that Act. THE COURT HAS AU-
THORITY IN THIS PROCEED-
ING TO TAKE FROM YOU THE
CUSTODY AND GUARDIAN-

SHIP OF THE MINOR, TO TER-
MINATE YOUR PARENTAL
RIGHTS, AND TO APPOINT
A GUARDIAN WITH POWER
TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION.
YOU MAY LOSE ALL PA-
RENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR
CHILD. IF THE PETITION RE-
QUESTS THE TERMINATION
OF YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS
AND THE APPOINTMENT OF
A GUARDIAN WITH POWER
TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION,
YOU MAY LOSE ALL PAREN-
TAL RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.
Unless you appear, you will not
be entitled to further written no-
tices or publication notices of the
proceedings in this case, including
the filing of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate parental
rights.

Now, unless you appear at the
hearing and show cause against
the petition, the allegations of the
petition may stand admitted as
against you and each of you, and
an order or judgment entered.

Clerk of the Circuit Court

Dated:
Date of Publication
8221-959547

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN PROBATE
ESTATE OF
MARTHA A. COLEMAN,
DECEASED.

NO. 2025-PR-21
NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT
ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to creditors
and any unknown heirs at law of
MARTHA A. COLEMAN of the
death of MARTHA A. COLE-
MAN, of Anna, Illinois. Letters of
Office were issued on November
6 2025, to CHRISTELL A. FOS-
TER, of 213 Apple Lane., Anna,
IL 62906, whose attorney is EL-
VIS C. CAMERON, 205B N.
Main St., Anna, Illinois.

Within 42 days after the effec-
tive date of the original Order of
admission, you may file a petition
with the Court to require proof
of the Will by testimony of the
witnesses in open Court or other
evidence, as provided by Section
5/6-21 of the Probate Act (755
ILCS 5/6-21.)

You also have the right, under
Section 5/8-1 of the Probate Act
(755 ILCS 5/8-1), to contest the
validity of the Will by filing a pe-
tition with the Court within six (6)
months after admission of the Will
to probate.

The estate will be administered
without Court supervision un-
less, under Section 5/28-4 of the
Probate Act (Ill. Compiled Stat.
1992, Ch. 755, Par. 5/28-4), any
interested person terminates In-
dependent Administration at any
time by mailing or delivering a
petition to terminate to the Clerk
of this Court.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Office of the Clerk
of this court at the Union County
Courthouse, 309 W. Market St.,
Jonesboro, Illinois, or with the In-
dependent Executor, or both, on or
before May 13,2026, or if mailing
or delivery of a notice from the
Executor is required by Section
5/18-3 of the Probate Act of the
State of Illinois, the date stated in
that notice. Any claim not filed on
or before that date is barred. Cop-
ies of a claim filed with the Clerk
must be mailed or delivered by the
claimant to the Executor and to
the attorneys within ten (10) days
after it has been filed.

Dated: November 7, 2025.
CHRISTELL A. FOSTER
CAMERON LAW FIRM, LLC
ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR INDEPEN-
DENT EXECUTOR

205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS 62906
PHONE: 618-833-2220
ARDCH# 6244394
8221-959571

TAX DEED NO. 2025TX19

FILED October 31, 2025
TAKE NOTICE
TO: LANCE MEISEN-

HEIMER, UNION COUNTY
CLERK; REGGE WALKER;
THE FIRST BANK & TRUST
COMPANY OF MURPHYS-
BORO, ILLINOIS AS TRUSTEE
U/T/A DATED 6/7/2005, TRUST
#437; OCCUPANT; WALKER
FUNERAL HOME & CREMA-
TORY; UNKNOWN OWNERS
OR PARTIES INTERESTED;
AND NONRECORD CLAIM-
ANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of
the Petition for Tax Deed on the
following described property:

A parcel of land forming a por-
tion of the Illinois Central Gulf
Railroad Company’s abandoned
100 foot wide Sparta District
right-of-way situated in the
Southwest Quarter of Section
Ten (10), Township Eleven (11)
South, Range Two (2) West of the
Third Principal Meridian at Alto
Pass, Union County, Illinois, said
right-of-way being more particu-
larly described as follows: From
a point in the centerline of said
100 foot wide right-of-way, 50
feet perpendicularly distant North
from the South line of the North
Half of the Southwest Quarter of
said Section Ten (10), run West
parallel with said South line, 88.8
feet; thence North 73.8 feet to the
West line of said right-of-way, and
the POINT OF BEGINNING for
the description of the premises to
be herein conveyed; thence North

23 degrees West along said West
right-of-way line, 618.7 feet;
thence Northeasterly at a right
angle to the last described course,
100 feet to the East line of said
right-of-way; thence Souther-
ly and Southeasterly along said
East right-of-way line, 1970 feet,
more or less, to the Northeasterly
extension of the Southeast line of
Lot 15 in Block 12, said Block
12 being bounded on the North
by Pine Street, on the West by
Poplar Street, and on the South
by Chestnut Street; thence South-
westerly along said Northeasterly
extension of the Southeast line
of Lot 15, 100 feet, more or less,
to the West line of said 100 foot
wide right-of-way; thence North-
westerly and Northerly along said
West right-of-way line, 1405 feet,
more or less, to return to the point
of beginning.

Grantor reserves for itself, its
successors and assigns all coal,
oil, gas, ores and any other min-
erals whether similar or dissimilar
or now known to exist or hereaf-
ter discovered of every kind in, on
or under said premises, together
with the right at any time to ex-
plore, drill for, mine, remove and
market all such products in any
manner which will not damage
structures on the surface of said
premises. Grantee will release for

itself, its successors or assigns the
Grantors, its successors or assigns
from any liability for any damag-
es attributable to removing said
minerals and this release shall run
with the land.

Grantor reserves the right for
the continued maintenance, re-
placement and use of all existing
driveways, roads, conduits, sew-
ers, water mains, gas lines, elec-
tric power lines, wires and other
utilities and easements on said
premises whether or not of record
including the repair, reconstruc-
tion and replacement thereof and
Grantee agrees not to interfere
with the rights herein reserved
or any facilities used pursuant
thereto.

AND

Lot Numbered Two (2) in W.R.
Abernathy Addition to the Village
of Alto Pass, Union County, Illi-
nois.

Property Index Number 07-10-
05-280-X5 & 14-00-11-015

On March 4, 2026 at 11:00 a.m.
the Petitioner intends to make ap-
plication for an order on the pe-
tition that a Tax Deed be issued.
The real estate was sold on Feb-
ruary 5, 2025 for general taxes
of the year 2023. The period of
redemption will expire March 2,
2026.

Stuart E. Morgenstern, Attorney

for Petitioner

(618) 357-5315

Cert. # 2023-00081 &
202300185
8221-959366

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF
ART LODGE,
DECEASED.

NO. 2025-PR-20
IN PROBATE
NOTICE OF DEATH,
INDEPENDENT
ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to creditors
of the death of Art Lodge of 51
Denny Drive Apt. 50, Anna, IL
62906. Letters of Office were is-
sued on October 23,2025, to Gary
Lodge, 1594 Piney Ridge Road,
Franklin, NC 28734, as Indepen-
dent Administrator, whose attor-
ney is Elvis C. Cameron, 205B N.
Main St., Anna, Illinois.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Office of the Clerk
of this Court at the Union County
Courthouse, 309 W. Market St.,
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952, or with
the Independent Administrator,
or both, on or before April 30,

2026, or if mailing or delivery of
anotice from the Independent Ad-
ministrator is required by Section
5/18-3 of the Probate Act of the
State of Illinois, the date stated in
that notice. Any claim not filed
on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered
by the claimant to the Administra-
tor and to the attorneys within ten
(10) days after it has been filed.
Dated: October 27,2025
GARY LODGE
INDEPENDENT ADMINIS-
TRATOR
CAMERON LAW FIRM, LLC
ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY NO. 6244394
ATTORNEY FOR INDEPEN-
DENT ADMINISTRATOR
205B N. MAIN ST.
ANNA, ILLINOIS 62906
PHONE: 618-833-2220
8221-959206

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF:
SHIRLEY ANN BENNETT
deceased.

NO. 2025PR19

Notice is given to the creditors

of Shirley Ann Bennet of the
death of the above named dece-
dent. Letters of Office were is-
sued on October 16, 2025 to Deb-
ra Hicks, 8830 N. Amboy, Citrus
Springs, FL 34433 as Independent
Administrator whose attorney of
record is Philip J. Bernstein, 1189
Ridgewood Dr., Highland Park,
1L 60035

The Estate will be administered
without court supervision, un-
less under section 5/28-4 of the
Probate Act (7555 ILCS 5/28-4)
any interested person terminates
independent administration at any
time by mailing or delivering a
petition to terminate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the office of the clerk of
the Circuit Court, Union County,
IL, 309 W. Market St., Jonesboro,
IL, or with the representative, or
both, on or before April 30, 2026,
or, if mailing or delivery of a
notice from the representative is
required by section 5/18-3 of the
probate Act, the date stated in
that notice and any claim not filed
within that period is barred. Cop-
ies of a claim filed with the Court
must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney
within ten (10) days after it has
been filed.

8221-959175

2026 Illinois primary election

More than 630 candidates file for
state, federal, judicial offices

By Brenden Moore
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD - II-
linois Treasurer Mike
Frerichs won his first
statewide race in 2014
by fewer than 10,000
votes against his Re-
publican opponent.
More than a decade lat-
er, Frerichs, at least for
now, is unopposed for a
fourth term as the state’s
chief investment officer.

No Republican filed
to run for state treasurer
by the close of the week-
long filing period for the
March 17, 2026, prima-
ry election, marking,
according to Frerichs’
campaign, the first time
in at least 90 years a
major party has failed
to field a candidate for a
statewide office.

It reflects the enfee-
bled position of the Illi-
nois GOP, which has not
won a statewide election
in more than a decade
and has been relegated
to superminority status
in the state legislature
and on the Illinois Su-
preme Court. The party
also holds just three of
17 congressional seats.

Frerichs likely won’t
get a free pass, though.
A Republican can run
as a write-in candidate
and win if they secure at
least 5,000 votes in the
primary. Or the Illinois
Republican State Cen-
tral Committee can ap-
point a candidate to the
general election ballot
after the primary if they
submit 5,000 valid sig-
natures from registered
voters.

In all, more than 630
candidates  submitted
petitions to run for state,
federal and judicial of-
fices, including dozens
seeking to take advan-
tage of a generational
turnover in the state’s
congressional  delega-
tion. It is likely, how-
ever, that several candi-
dates will be tossed from
the ballot due to lacking
the requisite number of
valid signatures on their
nominating petitions and
other disqualifying mis-
takes.

Gubernatorial Field
Takes Shape

Despite lack of inter-
est in the state treasur-
er’s race, the contest for
governor has drawn sev-
en Republican hopefuls
vying to take on Demo-

cratic Gov. JB Pritzker,
who is seeking a third
term.

The GOP field in-
cludes the party’s 2022
nominee Darren Bailey,
former conservative
think tank executive Ted
Dabrowski and DuPage
County Sheriff James
Mendrick.

A late addition to the
field is video gambling
tycoon Rick Heidner,
who formed a campaign
committee a couple
weeks ago and filed his
petitions on the final day
of the filing period.

Bailey has been off
the campaign trail since
the death of his son,
daughter-in-law and two
grandchildren in a late
October helicopter crash
in Montana. Running
mate Aaron Del Mar
told Capitol News Illi-
nois last week that Bai-
ley was “taking time to
think” about next steps
but had received encour-
agement from President
Donald Trump to stay in
the race.

Bailey easily has the
highest name recogni-
tion of the candidates
after his statewide run
four years ago, when he
handily won the GOP
primary before losing
by 13 percentage points
to Pritzker in the general
election.

Dabrowski and Heid-
ner have each raised
more than $1 million,
the former through a
handful of wealthy
donors and the latter
through his own funds,
thus far, indicating that
they will have resources
to compete for the nom-
ination.

Other  Republicans
who filed for governor
include Gregg Moore of
Broadview, Joseph Sev-
erino of Lake Forest and
Max Solomon of Hazel
Crest.

Pritzker, a self-fund-
ing billionaire, faces
nominal opposition in
the Democratic primary.

Other Statewide Of-
fices

Meanwhile, two Re-
publicans filed to run
for secretary of state.
Walter Adamczyk of
Chicago filed last week.
He previously ran as a
write-in candidate for
Chicago City Council in
2023. Joining the field
on Monday was Diane

Harris of Joliet, who has
previously run unsuc-
cessful races for Con-
gress, state Senate and
state House.

The winner would
take on incumbent Sec-
retary of State Alexi Gi-
annoulias, who is unop-
posed in the Democratic
primary.

Three  Republicans
filed petitions on Mon-
day to challenge Demo-
cratic Attorney General
Kwame Raoul, who is
seeking a third term and
is unopposed in his par-
ty’s primary.

Among them is for-
mer Chicago Ald. Bob
Fioretti, who has subse-
quently run unsuccess-
fully for Chicago may-
or, Cook County board
president, Cook County
state’s attorney and state
Senate. Also running is
JoAnne Guillemette of
Chicago, who came in a
distant third in the 2022
Illinois 16th Congressio-
nal District GOP prima-
ry, and Andy Williams
Jr. of Darien, who dubs
himself the “hood candi-
date” on his social media
platforms.

Meanwhile, five
candidates filed in the
competitive Democratic
primary to replace in-
cumbent  Comptroller
Susana Mendoza, who
is not seeking reelection.
State Rep. Margaret
Croke of Chicago, state
Rep. Stephanie Kifowit
of Aurora, Lake County
treasurer Holly Kim of
Mundelein, state Sen.
Karina Villa of West
Chicago and Champaign
County auditor George
Danos filed.

Only one Republican
filed in the race: person-
al injury attorney and
small business owner
Bryan Drew of Benton,
who ran unsuccessfully
for circuit court judge in
2024.

The lack of well-
known or prominent
GOP candidates for the
non-gubernatorial state-
wide offices is a depar-
ture from four years ago,
when candidates includ-
ed two state lawmakers,
a former United States
attorney and a county
auditor.

Congressional Turn-
over

The retirements of
Sen. Dick Durbin and
three longtime U.S.

House members set off
a massive upheaval in
the state’s congressional
delegation.

It was reflected in fil-
ings for office. In total,
22 candidates, 14 Dem-
ocrats and eight Repub-
licans, filed to replace
Durbin, while more than
60 candidates submit-
ted petitions to run for
five open congressional
seats.

In the 2nd Congres-
sional District, which
stretches from Chicago’s
South Side to Danville,
10 Democrats and two
Republicans filed to re-
place Rep. Robin Kelly,
D-Lynwood, who is run-
ning for Durbin’s seat.

In the 7th Congres-
sional District, which
includes Chicago’s West
Side and western sub-
urbs, 13 Democrats and
two Republicans filed
to succeed retiring Rep.
Danny Davis, D-Chica-
go.

In the northwest sub-
urban-based 8th Con-
gressional District, eight
Democrats and four
Republicans filed peti-
tions. Incumbent Rep.
Raja  Krishnamoorthi,
D-Schaumburg, is run-
ning for Senate.

In the 9th Congres-
sional District, which
includes Chicago’s far
North Side and northern
suburbs, 17 Democrats
and four Republicans
submitted petitions to
succeed retiring Rep. Jan

Schakowksy, D-Evan-
ston.

Garcia clears way for
chief of staff

One open seat that
won’t feature a bruis-
ing primary is in the 4th
Congressional  District
on Chicago’s Southwest
Side. Four-term Rep.
Jesus “Chuy” Garcia,
D-Chicago, announced
his intention to retire
Monday, Nov. 3, a week
after he filed petitions to
run for reelection.

Filing late that after-
noon was his chief of
staff Patty Garcia. Once
Rep. Garcia withdraws
his name from the ballot,
Patty Garcia will be the
only Democrat listed,
all but ensuring that she
will be elected to Con-
gress given the district’s
heavy Democratic tilt.

Garcia’s  impending
retirement was first re-
ported by the Chicago
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Sun-Times.

State Rep. Marty
Moylan, D-Des Plaines,
made a similar move
earlier in the day when
he announced his inten-
tion to retire. Moylan
had submitted petitions
to run for reelection. The
only other Democrat to
file in the race was Moy-
lan’s chief of staff Justin
Cochran.

With no time left for
other candidates to cir-
culate petitions, Garcia
and Moylan essentially
handpicked their succes-
sors instead of allowing
for competitive prima-
ries.

It’s not the first time
these moves have been
made.

In 2022, state Sens.
Tony Munoz, D-Chica-
go, and Steve Landek,
D-Bridgeview, pulled
their petitions to clear
the way for their pre-
ferred successors. In
Munoz’s case, it was for
now-state Sen. Javier
Cervantes, D-Chicago,
who was engaged to his
daughter at the time.

Harmon-Welch
showdown Averted

Senate President Don
Harmon, D-Oak Park,
did not submit petitions
for the 7th Congressio-
nal District Democratic
State Central committee-
man post being vacated
by Davis. His decision
averts a showdown with
House Speaker Emanuel
“Chris” Welch, D-Hill-
side, who is seeking the
party post.

The Democratic State
Central Committee is
the governing body of
the state’s Democratic
Party. It consists of two
people from each of the
state’s congressional
districts. Members of the
committee elect the state
party chair, for instance.

Harmon told Capitol
News Illinois that he was
“looking at the race” but
was waiting to see “how
the field shapes up” be-
fore deciding whether to
file.

Capitol News Illinois
is a nonprofit, nonpar-
tisan news service that
distributes state govern-
ment coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets
statewide. It is funded
primarily by the Illinois
Press Foundation and
the Robert R. McCor-
mick Foundation.




The Gazette-Democrat

Thursday, November 13, 2025

Section A - Page 7

Anna-Jonesboro women’s club meeting (et Covered Illinois kicks
focuses on honoring veterans

At the Arts Center

The Anna Jonesboro Women’s Club held a meeting at the Anna Arts Center.
Pictured are, from left, Martha Ann Webb, PPR, Martha Schwegman, Vice President
Barbara Bauer, President Jane Bauer, Lillian Milam, education, Betty Caraker, guest

and Cherry Connolly.

The General Federation of
Women’s Clubs (GFWC) II-
linois Anna Jonesboro Wom-
en’s Club met at the Anna
Arts Center.

The meeting was called to
order with the saying of the
Pledge of Allegiance. The
club collect was said.

Jane introduced the guest
speaker Bob Caraker. The
program was on veterans.

Martha Schwegman gave
the Devotion. Martha recited
a poem she had memorized,
written by Laurence Binyon
and titled “For the fallen,”
written for World War 1.
Martha discussed the rare

kind of courage embodied
by veterans. They walked
into uncertainty with resolve,
faced hard ships with dignity,
and carried the burdens of
service long after the bat-
tles ended. Their stories are
woven into the fabric of our
nation and their legacy is
one of strength, sacrifice and
services.

Today we pause to honor
the men and women who
have served in the arm forces.
Those who stood in the gap,
who bore the weight of duty,
and who sacrificed, comfort,
safety, and time with love
ones, so that others might live

Veteran stories

Jane Bauer, president of the Anna Jonesboro
Women’s Club, presented Bob Caraker with a plaque
from the club that read “God Bless America.” Bob was
a helicopter pilot in the Vietnam War. He discussed
how they landed and took off and recounted the three
times he had been shot down and rescued. Bob was a
Chief Warrant Officer 2 in Vietnam and retired a CWO4
in 2002. He was active Army from 1966-1970 and was in
the National Guard from 1980-2002. The ladies thanked
Bob for his service. Photographer, Martha Ann Webb.

School Code.

Educational — 1.127400%;

Tort Immunity — 0.085362%;

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
ANNA COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED
DISTRICT NO. 37
ANNUAL STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2025

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Statement of Affairs
for Anna Community Consolidated District No. 37, located
at 301 South Green Street, Anna, lllinois 62906, has been
completed and is available for public inspection. The re-
port has been posted on the District’s official website and
published in accordance with Section 10-17 of the lllinois

Anna Community Consolidated District No. 37, situated in
Union County, is an elementary district encompassing ap-
proximately 46 square miles and operating two attendance
centers. The District employs 51 full-time and 8 part-time
certificated employees, as well as 32 full-time and 1 part-
time non-certificated employees.

The tax rates by fund for the fiscal year are as follows:

Operations and Maintenance — 0.212060%;
Bond and Interest — 0.351310%;
Transportation — 0.102460%;

Municipal Retirement —0.101510%;

Social Security — 0.147550%;

Working Cash — 0.042910%;

Fire Prevention and Safety — 0.044310%;

Special Education — 0.017833%;
Capital Projects, Leasing, and Other Funds — 0.000000%.

Members of the public may view the complete Annual State-
ment of Affairs on the District’s website or through the lllinois
State Board of Education’s online reporting system.

in peace.

Barbara Bauer spoke on
current events.

Cherry Connolly discussed
how she could give free
massages to veterans who
qualified and signed up.

IDOT releases
new Illinois
highway map

The Illinois Department
of Transportation, IDOT, re-
cently announced the release
of the new Illinois Official
Highway Map. The map in-
cludes updates to listings
and locations of colleges and
universities, Amtrak service,
tourist attractions, recreational
areas and more.

The map also commem-
orates next year’s 100th an-
niversary of Route 66, with
updates that better represent
the alignment of the historic
road.

“While your first choice for
directions these days typically
is a phone, paper maps con-
tinue to be popular with the
public,” IDOT Secretary Gia
Biagi said in a news release.
“They also are invaluable. You
never know when cell service
will drop in an unfamiliar
area. It’s good practice to keep
a paper copy on hand for these
situations as well as for travel
planning.”

The map’s cover features
a sunset along U.S. Route 34
between Mendota and Princ-
eton, near La Moille. The
photograph was the winner of
IDOT’s employee map cover
contest, and was submitted
by Trisha Thompson, IDOT’s
Region 2 engineer.

For easy access to informa-
tion, the maps come with QR
codes to connect to IDOT’s
Getting Around Illinois for
travel conditions, Amtrak,
the Office of Tourism’s Enjoy
Illinois campaign, as well as
Illinois Department of Natural
Resources historic sites and
parks.

The Illinois Official High-
way Map is funded through the
Federal Highway Administra-
tion and published by IDOT
every two years on recycled
paper. The map is printed with
vegetable-oil-based inks.

To request a map, contact
DOT.maps@illinois.gov. Free
copies also will be available at
interstate rest areas and other
IDOT facilities.

off 2026 open enrollment

Get Covered Illinois has
kicked off 2026 open enroll-
ment and launched its “Here
to Help” campaign across the
state.

Open enrollment, which be-
gan on Nov. 1 and runs through
Jan. 15, 2026, is the annual
opportunity for Illinoisans to
enroll in, renew, or change
their health insurance plans.
Nearly 466,000 Illinoisans
purchased health coverage
through Get Covered Illinois
during open enrollment last
year, a 17 percent increase
from the previous year.

This year, Illinoisans will
experience a new marketplace.
Enrollees will apply for and
enroll directly on GetCovere-
dIllinois.gov now that Illinois
has officially transitioned to
a state-based marketplace.
They will also have access to
increased support that is more
tailored to their needs.

There are other, less wel-
come changes happening this
year. Marketplace enrollees
across the country will face
substantial premium increases.
On average, Illinois enrollees
will see a 78 percent increase
in their monthly premiums
for 2026, and some, particu-
larly those living in Southern
Illinois, will see significantly
higher increases.

“While Illinois’ transition to
a state-based marketplace is a
milestone we are immensely
proud of, it comes at a time
when Illinoisans are facing ris-
ing costs,” said Ann Gillespie,
director of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Insurance, in a news
release. “Policies implemented
by the Trump Administration
and Congressional Republi-
cans are forcing premiums up.
Illinoisans shouldn't have to
choose between health care
and keeping food on the table.”

Since 2021, the federal gov-
ernment has offered enhanced
tax credits to make health
insurance more affordable
for millions of Americans.
Those enhanced tax credits

are expiring at the end of this
year unless Congress acts to
extend them. There will still
be tax credits available, but the
amount will be less generous,
and fewer people will qualify.

Despite rising premiums,
Illinoisans still have options.
“We’ve built a strong market-
place with hundreds of plan op-
tions offered across the state,”
said Morgan Winters, director
of Get Covered Illinois. “Every
plan includes essential health
benefits like no-cost preventive
care,emergency coverage, and
mental health services.”

There are also lower-cost
plans available for most enroll-
ees. Bronze plans offer lower
monthly premiums than Silver
or Gold plans, though deduct-
ibles and other out-of-pocket
costs are typically higher than
at other metal tiers.

Get Covered Illinois can
help customers review and
understand their options. “Op-
erating our own marketplace
means we can offer better
support to Illinoisans,” Winters
said. “This includes access to
free, local help through our
navigator and broker network.
We also have a customer assis-
tance center that can provide
enrollment assistance tailored
to our residents’ needs. Support
is available in more than 250
languages.”

Get Covered Illinois
launched the “Here to Help”
campaign to bring awareness
to new and improved support
services available to customers
this year. In a year when ac-
cessing health insurance may
be more confusing and more
expensive, Get Covered Illi-
nois wants residents to know
that help is available.

While premium increases
impact the largest number of
enrollees across the country,
federal policies like the recent
federal budget bill and the
2025 Marketplace Integrity
and Affordability Final Rule
create even more barriers
to coverage for vulnerable

Southern Illinois Food Access
Independent Grocer Summit held

The University of Illinois
Extension Community and
Economic Development
team recently hosted the first
Southern Illinois Food Access
Annual Independent Grocer
Summit.

The summit, which was
held Oct. 15 at John A. Lo-
gan College in Carterville,
welcomed 30 participants,
including 12 grocers repre-
senting nine stores, along with
18 speakers, sponsors and
exhibitors. The event brought
grocery store owners and
managers together to explore
a variety of resources to help
them thrive in a challenging
marketplace.

Sponsored by the Ameren
Illinois Energy Efficiency
Program, Winkler Wholesale
Grocers, Prairie Farms and
Group 4 Retail Equipment,
the event earned a 100 per-
cent recommendation rate
in post-summit surveys and
sparked new collaborations
on energy efficiency, local
food sourcing and workforce
needs such as meat cutter re-
cruitment and training.

Presenters discussed a va-
riety of topics throughout
the half-day event, including

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
FOR TWO NEW SHERIFF’S VEHICLES

Request for Proposal (RFP) packets are available in the
Union County Clerk’s office and on our website at
www.unioncountyil.gov. Questions regarding specifications
may be directed to the Chief Deputy, Anthony Pena via
email at apena@unioncountyil.gov.

County Courthouse.

County.
Union County Clerk

Jonesboro, lllinois 62952

Sealed bids should be submitted to the Union County Clerk
by 4 PM on Wednesday, November 19, 2025 at the Union

The County reserves the right to reject any and all bids
received and to waive or not waive any informalities or
irregularities in bids or bid procedures, and to accept or
further negotiate costs, terms, or conditions of any bid
determined by the County to be in the best interest of the

309 West Market Street, Room 116

grant and loan programs, dig-
ital marketing and artificial
intelligence, energy efficien-
cy opportunities, planning
for transition, cooperating
with local farmers and new
refrigerant regulations. The
summit also featured a panel
discussion on adaptability and
resiliency led by three store
owners with more than 100
years of combined experience.

Southern Illinois Food Ac-
cess is a program offered
by Illinois Extension in the
lower 22 counties of Illinois
to address food insecurity and
combat food desert prolifera-
tion. The program works with
local grocers and food system
partners to strengthen retail
food access in rural areas.

Illinois Extension collab-
orates with more than 40
independent grocery stores
and a dozen other food system
partners to keep healthy, nu-
trient-dense foods on shelves
in areas at risk of becoming
food deserts.

Cobden church
plans to host
turkey bingo

A Thanksgiving season
tradition is set to continue in
Cobden.

Turkey bingo is planned
Wednesday evening, Nov. 19,
at St. Joseph Catholic Church
in Cobden. The church has
hosted turkey bingo for many
years.

Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Bingo starts at 6 p.m. Turkey
bingo will be in the church’s
parish hall. The church is lo-
cated at 101 N. Centennial St.
in Cobden.

Twenty-five games will be
played. Cards will be $7 each,
two for $12 or five for $30.

Complimentary desserts
will be served during inter-
mission.

populations like immigrants.
Due to new federal rules, De-
ferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals, DACA, recipients
are no longer eligible to en-
roll in marketplace coverage,
and certain lawfully present
non-citizens are no longer
eligible for premium tax cred-
its, making health coverage
almost impossible for them
to afford.

“The most vulnerable pop-
ulations are at risk of going
without health coverage,” said
Illinois Department of Health-
care and Family Services di-
rector Elizabeth M. Whitehorn.
“Increased premiums com-
bined with devastating federal
Medicaid cuts will ultimately
increase the number of unin-
sured Illinoisans. However,
having our own state-based
marketplace will allow Illinois
to help as many people as
possible gain access to quality
healthcare coverage.”

Get Covered Illinois is
urging residents who are con-
cerned about losing health
coverage to reach out to a
navigator who can help them
understand coverage options
available to them. Brokers can
assist customers in choosing
marketplace coverage that
meets their needs and budget.

“This year it’s critical peo-
ple know that most of our
customers still qualify for
financial help,” Winters said.
“We encourage customers not
to leave money on the table.”

For coverage starting Jan. 1,
customers must enroll by Dec.
15. Open enrollment ends Jan.
15. Visit GetCoveredlllinois.
gov or call 1-866-311-1119
(TTY: 711) for more infor-
mation.

Get Covered Illinois is the
state of Illinois’ official health
insurance marketplace and a
division of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Insurance.

Grants awarded
to preserve

Illinois history

The Illinois State Histori-
cal Records Advisory Board,
ISHRAB, recently awarded
grants to enable 11 historical
records repositories across the
state to digitize, preserve and
expand access to archival ma-
terials that document Illinois’
cultural heritage. The board is
overseen by Illinois Secretary
of State and State Archivist
Alexi Giannoulias.

The grants support proj-
ects that make historically
significant records, from rare
photographs and correspon-
dence to community bulletins,
board proceedings and film
collections, more accessible
to the public through online
platforms.

Grant recipients include the
Southern Illinois University
Board of Trustees. The board
received a $1,000 grant to dig-
itize film collections housed in
Morris Library’s Special Col-
lections Research Center and
make them publicly available
on YouTube.

“History lives in our com-
munities, not just in museums
or textbooks. These grants
help ensure that our shared
story is preserved and avail-
able for everyone to access,
regardless of where they live,”
Giannoulias said in a news
release.

“By supporting historical
archives across Illinois, we’re
opening new windows into
the local culture, industry and
civic life. The work these or-
ganizations are doing helps us
understand who we are, where
we’ve come from and how
we build a better tomorrow,
together.”

Funding for the grants
was provided through a State
Board Programming Grant
from the National Historical
Publications and Records
Commission, NHPRC. Since
2010, the ISHRAB has award-
ed 144 grants through the
NHPRC to archives and cul-
tural institutions in 34 Illinois
counties.
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Grandparents share
real-life stories about
life before vaccines

With measles and pertussis cases at their highest levels in
decades, this alone has created a renewed sense of urgency as
reports show that 1 in 6 parents in the United States are choosing
not to vaccinate their children.

In an effort to prevent life-threatening illnesses in the com-
munities they serve, Southern 7 Health Department is partnering
with the Grandparents for Vaccines initiative to take the vacci-
nation conversation to a whole new generation.

Grandparents for Vaccines is a new, volunteer-led organi-
zation that launched on Sept. 7, which was Grandparents Day.

Their first op-ed in Progressive Perspectives, “Why Grand-
parents Must Lead on Vaccines,” sparked an overwhelming
response, showing that the call for grandparents’ voices in this
national crisis resonates far beyond our own community.

The organization is not led by policy, but by the story of
lives, families and generations at stake.

“One of the main reasons people don’t understand the need
to vaccinate their children is because they’ve never experienced
a life without vaccines,” Southern 7 community outreach coor-
dinator Shawnna Rhine said in a news release. “Grandparents
have lived that life. Who better to help us understand it?”

Since the Grandparents for Vaccine launch, what began with
just a few hundred sign-ups has now grown into thousands of
grandparents nationwide who are eager to share their stories.
From accounts of polio trials, children lost to measles and the
profound relief when the Salk and Sabin vaccines changed
everything, grandparents remind everyone that vaccines are
not abstract policy debates but lifelines across generations.

Arthur Levin, founder and president of Grandparents for Vac-
cines explains: “This is a national movement of grandparents
and allies using the power of memory, trust and experience to
protect the next generation. As an untapped resource, we are
changing the conversation about vaccines — replacing fear and
misinformation with stories, wisdom and love. Together, we
honor our legacy and shape a healthier future for every family.”

Many voices are now featured on the new Grandparents
for Vaccines YouTube channel, a platform created to amplify
never-before-shared experiences.

Southern 7 offers both Head Start and Early Head Start for
income eligible families that live in the lower seven counties in
Illinois. Head Start serves children age 3 to 5 and Early Head
Start serves infants and children age 6 weeks to 3. Both pro-
grams offer full-day enrollment, with Early Head Start available
year-round. A home-based option is available for families if re-
quested. Head Start has dual enrollment with pre-kindergarten.

To learn more about Grandparents for Vaccines, visit grand-
parentsforvaccines.com or visit their YouTube Channel. Grand-
parents who want to share their life story before vaccines with
others can visit grandparentsforvaccines.com/share-your-story/
or contact Shawnna Rhine at 618-634-2297, extension 971161.

Southern 7 working
to increase smoke-free
education awareness

While the number of Americans who smoke declines each
year, whether it’s cigarettes or vaping, smoking causes more
than 480,000 deaths in the United States, with secondhand
smoke contributing to an additional 41,000 deaths nationwide.

November is Tobacco Cessation Month. Through funds
received from the Illinois Department of Public Health, South-
ern 7 Health Department is reaching out in its communities to
increase awareness and to offer support to people who want
to quit.

No matter a person’s age or how long he or she has been
smoking, studies show that quitting can improve a person’s
health immediately and even more over the long term, and is
the most preventable cause of serious illness and death.

According to the American Cancer Society, quitting smok-
ing lowers a person’s risk of cancer, heart and lung problems,
such as chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, COPD, lung
infections and circulation problems or issues around the heart
and other body parts.

Over the next several months, Southern 7 Health Department
plans to offer increased community support that includes, but
is not limited to:

School-based educational sessions addressing the risks as-
sociated with vaping and e-cigarette use.

Educational materials and Smoke-Free Illinois Act window
clings distributed to local food and non-food establishments to
support awareness and compliance.

Collaboration with local medical providers including phy-
sicians, hospitals, dentists and mental health professionals
through the Illinois Tobacco Quitline Referral Partnership —an
initiative that facilitates access to tobacco cessation education
and support services for community members.

Observance of the Great American Smokeout on November
20. Celebrated for nearly 50 years by the American Cancer
Society, this day is an opportunity for people who smoke to
commit to healthy, smoke-free lives — not just for a day, but
year round.

“While it’s your personal choice to smoke, realizing that
smoking is a primary cause of severe illness including cancer
and heart disease could save your life,” Southern 7 community
outreach coordinator Shawnna Rhine said in a news release.
“Throughout the month of November, and especially on No-
vember 20, we are simply asking that if you smoke, try stopping
for at least one day to consider your health benefits from not
smoking.”

There are many ways to quit smoking, and some work bet-
ter than others. The free Illinois Tobacco Quitline, ITQL, can
connect smokers with counselors and resources to help them
increase your chances of quitting successfully.

For more information, visit ITQL online at www.quityes.
org or call 866-QUIT-YES. Southern 7 Health Department is
available by calling 618-634-2297 or downloading the Southern
7 app for a nearby clinic.

Please read this...

By Geof Skinner

Old Man Winter pays an early visit...

Thank goodness for the weather...it’s brought us all sorts
of things to ponder for this week...

Late Monday afternoon, the story of “The Spy Who Came
In From The Cold” flashed through the dust bin between my
ears. [ have never been a spy, unless you want to count trying
to “spy” on the world around me to see what there is to see.

As the sun was setting Monday, I decided that it was time
to get in a daily walkabout before darkness fell. I just made
it. In anticipation of the slight change in the weather we had
experienced, I dressed in what I thought would be enough
layers to keep me warm. I even donned my favorite stocking
cap, which was purchased back in the day...just ahead of the
arrival of a Polar Vortex, which wasn’t even a “thing” at the
time. That purchase turned out to be one of the best ever...
at least when it has come to keeping warm.

Turned out I was pretty close to having enough layers to
keep warm for Monday’s walk. About halfway through the
journey, though, it occurred to me that some gloves might
have been nice, too. It’s a bit challenging to use a camera
when one’s fingers are slightly frozen.

The walk wasn’t bad...except for when I had to be heading
into a chilly, no, make that just plain old cold, wind that was
blowing out of the northwest. I was really glad to get back
home and come in from the cold...maybe just like that spy...

(A brief follow up...according to the website for the Na-
tional Weather Service office in Paducah, at about the time I
decided to go for a walk, the temperature was 35 degrees, the
wind was blowing out of the northwest at 10 miles per hour
and the wind chill was 27 degrees. No wonder it felt cold.)

Meanwhile...

Nope. That could not be possible. I looked outside early
Monday...and had to look again. And again. Faced with
some uncertainty, I asked The Other Half if I was seeing was
what I thought I was seeing. Were those snowflakes on her
vehicle that was parked in the driveway next to the house?

Yup. Seems that some light snow indeed had fallen in
our little corner of the world very early Monday morning.
It didn’t amount to much. It just did not seem right. After
all...wasn’t the temperature in the 80s just a little while ago?

Snowflakes weren’t the only sign of Old Man Winter’s
first visit of the season. A look in the back yard showed a
thin layer of ice on the Gulf of Cobden. The ice covered a
layer of leaves which had fallen on the water. I hoped our
back yard frog had found someplace warm.

Of course, there’s an old adage that says if you don’t like
the weather in Southern Illinois this morning, wait until this
afternoon and it will change. Looks like that might hold
true as the week comes to an end. The high temperatures
on Friday and Saturday are expected to be back in the 70s.

By the way, once I got back home at the end of my walk
Monday afternoon, I noticed that the “volunteer” pumpkin
vine (or vines) which had been growing in a bed next to the
house did not do well in the frigid cold. Neither did a tomato
plant which had been growing in the same bed.

Fortunately, we had picked two nice pumpkins which were
growing on the vines. Before the bitter cold arrived, we also
had picked as many of the green tomatoes that we could find
in The Other Half’s garden. The tomatoes were wrapped
in some newspaper to be stored away in the hope that they
will ripen. A few have already done so. We also are hoping
to have some garden tomatoes for Thanksgiving. Can’t tell
you where we learned about wrapping green tomatoes in
newspaper...but the trick seems to work, offering further
proof that newspapers are still needed.

Meanwhile...

The sun was shining bright shortly after 4 o’clock in the
afternoon on the sixth day of the 11th month of 2026. Once
again, Bob and one of the people he tolerates in his life were
sitting on our porch swing...just taking it easy.

I had assumed that since we were easing into the month
of November that mosquitoes would have flown south for
the winter. Wrong. One of the little winged blood suckers
joined Bob and I on the porch swing. I shooed the bug away.
Seeing a mosquito in early November just did not seem right.
Then again, seeing snowflakes which had fallen on The Other
Half’s vehicle on the 10th day of November just not seem
right either. Oh, well...

Meanwhile...

The weather last Friday afternoon was exceptionally
nice for the seventh day of November, so The Other Half
and yours truly decided to take a ride to the Trail of Tears
State Forest to enjoy autumn’s color displays. We saw lots
of bright yellows in the sunshine...and more green than we
were expecting. We did a little bit of walking...and didn’t
even need a jacket.

Saturday afternoon, we did a little bit of retail shopping
therapy and went on a stroll together in our hometown. The
weather was still nice. Clouds overhead hinted that a change
could be on the way...

Meanwhile...

Recent Critter Sightings have been kind of sparse. There
was the turtle at the park in Jonesboro that was seen enjoy-
ing some warm sunshine. Lots of lady bugs...as in lots and
lots of lady bugs...one afternoon last week when the sun
was shining and it was nice and warm outside. A couple of
mosquitoes. A good number of squirrels. And a rabbit trying
to keep warm last Sunday afternoon...which is the Critter
in the other picture; at the time the picture was taken, frigid
weather was arriving...accompanied by a cold, cold wind.

Sports events slated at A-J

ball Night” is set for Sat-
urday, Nov. 22, in the gym.
Girls and boys basketball
games are slated.

The schedule for girls
games includes: 3 p.m.,
Jonesboro vs. Anna (JV).
4:15 p.m., Anna vs. Jones-
boro (varsity).

The schedule for boys
games includes: 5:30 p.m.,
Jonesboro vs. Lick Creek.
6:45 p.m., Anna vs. Jones-
boro (varsity).

Times for the games could
fluctuate.

Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School is planning
to host a “Meet the Teams”
event and a “Future Wildcats
Basketball Night.”

“Meet the Teams”

The “Meet the Teams”
event is set for 5 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 15, in the Union
Hall gymnasium.

A-J girls and boys bas-
ketball players, bowlers,
cheerleaders and wrestlers
for 2025-2026 will be intro-
duced.

“Future Wildcats Basket-

Even with a fur coat, this rabbit still looked like it
was trying to find a way to stay warm late last Sunday
afternoon.

A turtle was casting a shadow in bright autumn
sunshine one morning last week at the Lincoln Memorial
Picnic Grounds in Jonesboro. Hopefully, the Critter
found a nice, warm place to go by the time Old Man
Winter paid an early visit.
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November ‘supermoon’

A “supermoon” made an appearance on Nov. 5 in
the night sky over Union County. National Geographic
shared in an article that was posted online that the moon
was putting on its “brightest and largest show of the
year. It’s the second in a series of three consecutive
supermoons closing out 2025. Sometimes called the
‘beaver moon,” this full moon’s name, traditionally used
by various Indigenous peoples of North America, marks
the season when beavers build their winter lodges and
when trappers once set out before rivers froze.” The
article noted that last week’s moon was in orbit about
17,000 miles nearer to Earth than on average. The top
photo shows the moon on the night of Nov. 5. The
second photo shows the moon rising on the evening
of Nov. 3.



