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News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area,
from social media
and beyond...

The gazebo at the Lincoln
Memorial Picnic Grounds has
a new roof covering, which
was partially covered by snow
last week.
skoskok
What a difference a few
days can make...the high tem-
perature on Thursday is ex-
pected to be near 55 degrees.
The low on Jan. 17 in Jones-
boro was 1 degree below zero.
ok
An American Red Cross
blood drive is planned from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 7, at Shawnee Commu-
nity College’s main campus
near Ullin.
skskeok
KFVS-12 reported that its
regional American Red Cross
blood drive collected 601
pints of blood. The drive was
Jan. 18-20.
skskok
Union County Sheriff Da-
vid Wilkins is accepting ap-
plications from students for an
[linois Sheriffs’ Association
scholarship.
koskok
In a consensus vote on
Jan. 2, the Cobden Village
Board of Trustees approved
the hiring of Tim Smith as
police chief. He succeeds
Jesse Spencer, who resigned,
effective Jan. 19. Spencer
has accepted employment
elsewhere.

It was beginning to look a
lot like Christmas one day last
week...thanks to some recent
snow and a Gumdrop Drive
holiday season display at the
Anna City Park.

(continued on page 2)
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WIBH coats campaign collects more than $9,000

On Dec. 15, WIBH Radio
in Anna concluded its 13th
annual New Coats, New Hope
Campaign, raising enough to
replace coat supplies impacted
by the recent cold weather.

The new coats are sched-
uled to be delivered to their
distribution sites this week.

Through a partnership with
Operation Warm, a non-profit
organization, the WIBH fund-
raiser collected over $9,000.

Added to the donation of
shipping costs by Postal Pal
of Anna, the radio station
purchased a total of 500 coats
for area children in need in
Southern Illinois.

Over the past 13 years, the

New Coats, New Hope Cam-
paign has raised more than
$78,000 and purchased over
4000 coats.

Since 2011, WIBH has part-
nered with local agencies in
this effort to raise awareness
and distribute the coats.

T&I Office Equipment
printed outreach flyers. Trans-
portation of the coats was pro-
vided by Shawnee Mass Tran-
sit and Duck Works Lawncare.

Coat distribution partners
are Southern 7 Head Start
(S7THS), Arrowleaf and the
Children’s Medical and Men-
tal Health Resource Network
(CMMHRN).

“We want to thank everyone

who contributed to the New
Coats, New Hope Campaign,”
WIBH co-owner Moury Bass
said in a news release.

“We continue to be amazed
at the generosity of our lis-
teners. We look forward to
continuing this beneficial
campaign for many years to
come.”

The coats, which arrived in
early January, will be distrib-
uted through the partnering
agencies to kids ages 3 to 16
living in the lower 45 counties
in Illinois affected by abuse,
neglect, disaster and family
need. No paperwork or proof
of income is required to re-
ceive a coat.

It is estimated that 20 per-
cent of Southern Illinois chil-
dren live in poverty and a
warm coat is an essential item
for each of them. A new coat
promotes self-esteem, school
attendance, outdoor play, and
gives parents and children a
sense of security.

Operation Warm is a na-
tional nonprofit that creates
brand new, high-quality coats
for children in need.

The organization partners
with compassionate individu-
als and organizations across
North America to give a gift of
warmth, confidence and hope
to millions of children.

In addition to coats, this

April, WIBH and its partners
plan to conduct the third an-
nual shoe drive to purchase
new shoes for kids as part of
April Child Abuse Prevention
Month. More details about
this effort will be released in
coming weeks.

For more information, or
to request a coat for a child in
need, call Arrowleaf at 618-
658-3079, the CMMHRN at
618-833- 6488, or Shawnna
Rhine at S7THS at 618-634-
2297, extension 971161, or
visit the WIBH New Coats,
New Hope Campaign on
Facebook. To learn more
about Operation warm, visit
operationwarm.org.

Grant will fund improvements

The City of Anna on Jan.
10 was announced as one of
the recipients of major state
grant funding.

State officials announced
that more than $28 million
in grant funding was being
awarded to local governments
throughout Illinois for the
construction, renovation and
improvement of buildings
or land purchases for public
recreational opportunities.

The funding comes from
the Park and Recreational
Facility Construction Act, or
PARC, grant program.

The program is part of the
bipartisan Rebuild Illinois
capital improvement program.

The Illinois Department
of Natural Resources, IDNR,
administers the program.

The City of Anna has re-
ceived a $2.8 million PARC
grant.

The PARC grant program
provides up to 90 percent of
project costs to help build,
renovate and improve recre-
ational buildings used by the
public or purchase land to be
used for public access and
recreational purposes, with lo-
cal governments matching the
value of the grants awarded.

“We are happy to announce
that we have been awarded a
$2.8 million PARC grant for
the rehabilitation of our ball-
fields, which includes making
them ADA accessible and the
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Ball field at Anna City Park

Dale Denny Field is one of the ball fields at the Anna City Park. The field was covered with a light layer of snow

last week.

creation of an ADA accessible
parking lot,” the city shared on
social media after receiving
word about the grant.

The ball fields at the Anna
City Park are utilized for
much of the year by school
sports teams and summer
league play. Softball, baseball
and tee ball are played at the
park’s field. The park is the
home of Dale Denny Field, A

Field, C Field, E Field and a
tee ball field.

The city has entered an
engineering service agree-
ment with Horner & Shifrin
in Marion for the PARC proj-
ect. The agreement was on
the agenda for the Anna City
Council’s regular meeting on
Tuesday evening, Jan. 16.

The project is in its design
phase. Ball field improve-

ments are planned, along with
the development of a 93-space
parking area and a concession
stand with an equipment room
and restrooms. A pond at the
park will remain.

The total projected cost of
the project is $3.672 million.
The city’s share of the cost is
$872,000, which is next year’s
budget.

Numerous improvements

have been made at the Anna
City Park in recent years.

One of the big projects has
been the development of a
new all-inclusive playground
project which is called Had-
ley's Haven.

The park also serves as the
home for the annual Union
County Fair. The fair is sched-
uled each year during the
month of August.

Shawnee Hills Arts Council welcomes support for roof project

The Shawnee Hills Arts
Council is welcoming support
as it works on major improve-
ments to its Anna Arts Center
buildings. The buildings are
located along West Davie
Street near downtown Anna.

The arts council is working
on replacing the roofs on two
of its three buildings. The
roofs on buildings at 123 and
125 W. Davie St. are starting
to show some leaks.

Arts council executive di-
rector Norma “Lee” Hackney
said the total cost of the proj-
ect is $130,000.

“We have received a grant
of $75,000 and through pro-
grams raised $27,000 for a
total of $102,000,” Hackney
shared in a letter addressed
to friends of the arts council.

Hackney said the arts coun-
cil welcomes the support of
the community.

“We would be grateful if
you would consider donating
your best gift. Remember,
every donation makes a differ-
ence, regardless of size.

“Your loyalty and support
form the foundation for the
Shawnee Hills Arts Council
to thrive and allows us to draw
people from Southern Illinois
to our programs. All donors
will be recognized in the pro-
grams at each event and on a
poster in the foyer.”

“The Shawnee Hills Arts
Council creates opportunities
for all of us in the community
to experience, appreciate and
embrace the arts in all its
forms,” Hackney stated.

She noted that the arts coun-
cil is an independent non-prof-
it 501(c)(3) organization and
that the arts center is entirely
supported by individuals and
businesses in the community.

Hackney said the arts cen-
ter hosted a vibrant series
of activities in 2023 which
included special events, ex-
hibits and stage presentations,
including plays and musicals.

Last year’s activities in-
cluded:

*A Civil War Weekend in
March and a Constitution
Week celebration in Septem-
ber.

*Monthly exhibits featuring
the works of local artists.

*A Fine Art of High Tea
event, a haunted house, a Sa-
lute to Veterans, an American
Red Cross blood drive, An-
nabelle Festival and Union
County ColorFest activities.

*The play “The Long Hot
September” was staged in July
and a children’s musical pro-
duction “A Christmas Story”

was presented in December.

*A summer art camp wel-
comed 23 children. Twenty-
nine young people partici-
pated in a free drama camp.

*A Reindeer SK/1-mile run
had 121 participants, includ-
ing people from Chicago, St.
Louis, Texas and Arkansas.

“On average 40 percent
of our attendance to various
events comes from outside of
Union County. Last spring,
three families moved to Union
County because there was an
arts center. Our activities con-
tinue to pull people to Union
County.

Hackney said the arts coun-
cil is looking forward to ac-
tivities in 2024, starting with
art classes in February and a
Civil War Weekend, which is
planned Feb. 23-25.

A Purse Parade Spring Soi-
ree is planned April 20. The
“recycling designer hand-
bags” event will feature live
and silent auctions, a fashion
show and a light lunch.

Information about the arts
council is available by con-
tacting Hackney at the Anna
Arts Center. The center is on
Facebook at Facebook.com/
AnnaArtsCenter.

Anna Arts Center buildings

The Shawnee Hills Arts Council’s Anna Arts Center three facilities are located along West Davie Street in Anna.
The roofs on two of the three buildings need to be replaced.
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(continued from page 1)

The Villa-Pizza Villa has
opened at its new location at
169 E. Vienna St. in Anna.
The business’s new home is
located in a local landmark
building which has undergone
extensive renovation.

Hksk

A water main break oc-
curred in the South Main/
Heacock streets area during
the recent bitter cold tem-
peratures.

skksk

The Shawnee Hills Arts
Council is planning to host
Civil War Weekend activities
Feb. 23-25 at the Anna Arts
Center.

Hksk

Dental Safari is scheduled
to be at Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School Feb. 27.
Dental wellness checkups and
urgent care treatment for stu-
dents will be provided.

sksksk

Melise Oakley with South-
ern Illinois Hospice recently
visited with a Cobden High
School psychology class to
teach students about dementia
and Alzheimer’s. She brought
her therapy dogs, Millie and
Blue, to highlight the im-
portant role they can play in
dementia care.

skksk

An SEL “Bucket Chal-

Milder,
with rain

Following last week’s bitter
cold and snow, above normal
temperatures and widespread
rain are expected in the region
through Thursday evening,
today.

The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah re-
ported Tuesday morning that
a few thunderstorms also were
possible, mainly on Wednes-
day afternoon.

Localized flooding also was
possible, especially if thunder-
storms were to develop.

An inch to an inch and a
half of rain was expected dur-
ing the day and into the night
on Tuesday.

Thunderstorms may have
occurred Wednesday after-
noon and continued into
Thursday, today.

If realized, the rain could
have produced localized high-
er rainfall totals, mainly along
the Arkansas and Tennessee
border counties in far South-
east Missouri and Western
Kentucky, where a marginal
risk of flooding would have
existed.

All told, one to three inches
of rainfall is expected by
Thursday overnight.

The forecast for the Union
County area was calling for
a chance of rain and a high
temperature near 55 degrees
on Thursday, today.

lenge” is reported to be going
strong at Lincoln, Davie and
Anna Junior High schools in
Anna. Students are “filling
buckets” by being kind to one
another.
sksksk
The Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School District
81 Board of Education on Jan.
16 had discussion regarding
Dongola students possibly
attending A-JCHS for the next
school year.
sksksk
An annual Faculty and Staff
Week is planned March 4-9 at
A-JCHS.
sksksk
Shawnee Community Col-
lege is recognizing Don Koch
as its first Employee Excel-
lence Award winner of 2024.
He is the director of facilities
at the college.
sksksk
The cast has been selected
for Cobden High School’s
production of the play “Puffs,
or: Seven Increasingly Event-
ful Years at a Certain School
of Magic and Magic!” Per-
formances are planned May
3-4 at the Varsity Theater in
Carbondale.
skskesk
A Cobden School District
Apple Blossoms pre-k-5th
grade cheer camp is planned
Feb. 6-8. Participants are
scheduled to perform Feb. 9
during halftime of a ballgame.
sksksk
Union County is the home
of the new Honey Heist Mead
Co., which is located just
outside of downtown Cobden.
Mead is wine made from
honey.

Weather

High 43, low -1

A temperature swing of
more than 40 degrees high-
lighted weather during the
period of Jan. 16-22 in the
Union County area.

A low of 1 degree below
zero was recorded Jan. 17.The
high climbed to 43 degrees on
Jan. 22.

Following are temperatures
and precipitation for the pe-
riod as recorded by weather
observer Dana Cross near
Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Jan. 16: High 17.
Low 0.

Wednesday, Jan. 17: High
28. Low 1 degree below 0.

Thursday, Jan. 18: High 37.
Low 20.

Friday, Jan. 19: High 29.
Low 9.

Saturday, Jan. 20: High 20.
Low 3. Trace of snow and
melted precipitation.

Sunday, Jan. 21: High 30.
Low 2.

Monday, Jan. 22: High 43.
Low 27..05 of an inch of rain.
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Respiratory illness activity appears to have
peaked, trending downward in Illinois

While more than half of
the counties in Illinois re-
mained at an elevated level
for COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions according to CDC data,
the state’s overall respiratory
illness level had decreased in
recent weeks and was at low in
the most recent available data,
the Illinois Department of
Public Health, IDPH, reported
Friday, Jan. 19.

The CDC'’s latest update
of its COVID Data Tracker
indicated that as of the week
ending Jan. 13, the State of
Illinois was at a medium level
for COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions for a fourth straight
week, with a total of 1,393
hospitalizations reported dur-
ing the week.

A total of 54 counties were
at an elevated level for CO-
VID-19 hospitalizations,
with 50 of those at medium
level (between 10 and 20
COVID-19 hospitalizations
per 100,000 of population),
compared to 57 counties the

previous week.

Union County was at a me-
dium level. Alexander, Jack-
son, Johnson, Massac, Pulaski
and Williamson counties also
were at a medium level.

Four Illinois counties were
at a high level (more than 20
hospitalizations per 100,000),
compared to seven the previ-
ous week.

IDPH noted that only about
24 percent of adult Illinoisans
were up to date on their CO-
VID-19 vaccine, based on the
CDC’s National Immuniza-
tion Survey.

Respiratory illness activity
appeared to have peaked and
was trending downward.

Public health officials cau-
tioned that it is important to
remember that the respira-
tory virus season can last
into the spring and additional
increases in illness rates are
still possible.

IDPH also confirmed that
there was a third pediatric
death due to influenza, all

with December onsets. This
is a sobering reminder of the
potential severity of influenza
in children and the importance
of vaccination, the agency
stated in a news release.

“Although I am happy to
report that Illinois’s overall
respiratory illness activity is
currently trending downward,
respiratory viral season is still
upon us with more than half of
our counties still experiencing
elevated levels of COVID-19
hospitalizations,” IDPH direc-
tor Dr. Sameer Vohra said.

“If you develop respira-
tory symptoms, please contact
your health care provider and
seek treatment as quickly as
possible. We have effective
treatments for COVID-19, the
flu and RSV.

“These treatments are es-
pecially important and can
prevent severe disease for
those with underlying medical
conditions.”

Vohra noted that those who
have health coverage through

Medicare and Medicaid, as
well as those who are un-
insured, are able to receive
PAXLOVID, a highly effec-
tive treatment for COVID-19,
at no charge through the feder-
al Patient Assistance Program.

If people develop symp-
toms of a respiratory illness,
including coughing, sneez-
ing, sore throat, a runny nose
or fever, IDPH recommends
staying home and away from
others to avoid spreading ill-
ness.

If medical care is needed,
IDPH advises that individu-
als should wear a mask to
limit the risk to others, or try
to schedule a telehealth ap-
pointment.

In addition, public health
experts urge anyone who
has been recently exposed to
COVID-19 or other respira-
tory viruses to wear a mask
when in crowded areas and if
visiting someone at high risk
for severe disease.

can provide?

What Is The Value

Of A

Community
Newspaper?

What is the value of a community newspaper?
What does it bring to that community that no other institution

The local newspaper is a basic institution in any community,
like the post office, the schools and the churches.
The local community newspaper, whether it be a 2,000
circulation weekly or a 50,000 circulation daily, serves to keep
people connected to their community, by telling them what's
happening with their neighbors, as well as the institution serving
the community.
The publication of obituaries, birth announcements, weddings
and other significant events in our lives remind us of poet John
Donne's words, "no man 1s an island."
Community newspapers alert members of the community to
problems needing attention.
The community newspaper facilitates the exchange of ideas
and opinions through its editorial page and letters to the editor.
There are so many things of value community newspapers
provide: the recording of local history and helping to maintain
a healthy local economy through effective advertising for local
businesses are just a few areas of value.
The community newspaper's value to its community is
unquestioned.
from Publishers Auxiliary,
a publication of the
National Newspaper Association
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News from

Anna Nazarene Church

A morning worship service
was held Sunday, Jan. 21.
Announcements were given
by Jessica Elkins. Music was
led by Pastor Randy Wright
and the worship team.

The pastor’s message was
titled “God is in the Life
Changing Business.” Scrip-
ture was from Philippians,
Job, Romans, 2 Timothy, 2
Corinthians, John and James.

A January missionary meet-
ing was held Sunday evening.
A meal was served and a mis-
sionary lesson was given.

The Alabaster Offering is
planned Feb. 25 during the
morning worship service.

Alabaster Offerings funds
are to be used for new church-
es to purchase a property or
church building, to purchase
or build a church parsonage,
to build a church building, for
conversion of a property into
a church gathering space or to
meet initial costs for renting
a church meeting space for a
limited period.

Alabaster Offering funds
also may be used to purchase
or build missionary homes, to
purchase or build regional or
field missions facilities or to
build or repurpose buildings
on Bible college campuses.

Birthdays: Joyce Johnson
and Trevor Treece Jan. 24;
Larry Fuller, Jan. 25.

Sympathy and prayers are

News from

extended to the Glasco fam-
ily in the loss of their loved
one, Vernon Ray Glasco,
who died Monday, Jan. 15, at
Carbondale Memorial Hospi-
tal. Funeral services were at
1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 20, at
Crain Funeral Home in Anna-
Jonesboro, with Pastor Wright
officiating. Vernon was the
husband of Patricia Glasco
and daddy of Verna Fuller.

Schedule, Sunday, Jan.
28: Breakfast will be served
at 9 a.m. Sunday School is
planned at 9:30 a.m. A morn-
ing worship service is sched-
uled at 10:35 a.m. Children’s
quizzing is planned at 5 p.m.
An evening worship service is
planned at 6 p.m.

A Wednesday night service
is planned at 6:30 p.m. Jan.
31 in the sanctuary. A youth
group meeting and children’s
quizzing are planned at 6:30
p.m. in the fellowship hall.

The Rev. Kim Smith is
scheduled to be the guest
speaker at morning worship
on Feb. 4.

A Prime Time luncheon
is planned at 11:30 a.m. on
Feb. 15. The meal is planned
at noon.

The church can be con-
tacted by calling the church
office at 833-6702 and leaving
a message if necessary or by
calling Pastor Wright at 618-
534-7103.

Camp Ground Church,

Community

Bro. Easton’s sermon Sun-
day was titled “Our Great
High Priest, part 2,” with his
main scripture from Hebrews.

Arecap of last week’s mes-
sage recalled that “regardless
of our position, we all need a
mediator...someone to inter-
cede for us.

“Because Jesus was fully
human and suffered as we do
while He was on earth, He has
empathy and sympathy for us
in our time of weakness. He
gently deals with us when we
stray from Him.

“As our high priest, even
though He was sinless, He of-
fered Himself on the cross and
paid the price for us to inherit
eternal life.

“Satan tricked Adam and
Eve and introduced the fear
of death in humankind. Je-
sus’ death on the cross broke
Satan’s power for those who
have accepted God’s grace.

A-J Women’s
Club to meet

The Anna-Jonesboro Wom-
en’s Club plans to meet at 2
p.m.on Feb. 5 at the Shawnee
Community College exten-
sion center in Anna.

The guest speaker is sched-
uled to be Jean Few, who will
talk about her experiences
when she was a nurse in Guam
during the Vietnam War. Ev-
eryone is welcome.

“We don’t need to be afraid
to come before God. We can
be confident that Jesus will
intercede for us and that we
will receive mercy and find
grace to help us in our time
of need.”

Aldi and Vodra Gerard took
up the tithes and offerings.

Camp Ground Church’s
lead elder for January is San-
dra Boaz.

Congratulations go to Camp
Ground Church’s pastor and
his wife, Bradley and Amber
Easton, whose wedding an-
niversary was Jan. 16.

Jennifer Herren celebrated
a birthday Saturday, Jan. 20.

Camp Ground Church plans
to have its first potluck meal
of 2024 on Feb. 4. The church
will be celebrating the an-
niversary of the founding of
the Cumberland Presbyterian
denomination mingled with a
bit of Valentine’s Day fun. All
are welcome to attend worship
and the potluck at noon.

All are welcome to services
each Sunday at Camp Ground
Church. Fellowship and cof-
fee are at 9:15 a.m., followed
by Sunday School classes for
all ages at 9:30 a.m. and morn-
ing worship at 10:30 a.m.

The church is located at the
intersection of Camp Ground
Road and Tunnel Lane east
of Anna and north of Illinois
Route 146.
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Wellness on Wheels
services set in county

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment, STHD, has announced
January Wellness on Wheels,
WOW, Van Clinics which are
scheduled in Union County.
The schedule includes:

Jan. 31. Dollar General
Store, Dongola. 9:30 a.m. to
noon.

Jan. 31. Dollar General
Store, Anna, 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m.

Free services which are
available include NARCAN
training, blood pressure
checks, home colorectal can-
cer tests (FIT), medication
disposal packets and COVID
test kits.

Services which are avail-
able for a fee include blood
lead, hemoglobin and cho-
lesterol screenings, STD tests
(including chlamydia, gon-
orrhea and syphilis), HIV,
pregnancy and TB skin tests,
TD/Tdap shots for adults,
well water tests and hereditary
genetic cancer testing.

Charged services, exclud-
ing a well water test, require
a health insurance card.

All services, both free and
charged, will be offered while
supplies are available.

Flu shots will be provided
to patients based on vaccine
availability on the day of the
clinic, while supplies last.
Health insurance cards are
required.

News from

Southern 7 advised that
those who want to request a
COVID-19 booster should
contact their local public
health clinic for details.

Through a grant funded
by the Illinois Department of
Public Health, IDPH, South-
ern 7 Health Department
provides many health care
services through IDPH WOW
Van Clinics.

The WOW Van rotates
through high, health-risk com-
munities each Wednesday in
the lower seven counties in
Illinois.

The Wellness on Wheels
van is a multidisciplinary
unit which is available to
the Southern Seven Health
Department through a part-
nership with IDPH to provide
health screenings and other
services.

IDPH partners with health
agencies and hospitals to
provide staff and services at
the Wellness on Wheels van at
sites where people can come
for medical services.

No appointment is needed
for services. Walk-ins are
welcome.

More information about the
WOW program are available
by contacting Shawnna Rhine
at 618-634-2297, extension
971161, or by visiting STHD
on Facebook, Instagram and
X through the Southern 7 app
and at www.southern7.org.

First Baptist Church,

Jonesboro

On Sunday, Jan. 21, Bro.
Perry Williams spoke in the
morning service. He shared
“that Jesus Christ can change
your life, and when He does,
He has a mission for you to
do.” His scripture selections
were from Luke, Mark and
Matthew in the New Testa-
ment.

The service was sent by
transmitter for worshippers
who stayed in their cars on
the church’s lower parking lot
while tuned into their radios
on station 87.9 FM.

The service was also live
streamed on Facebook. The
church’s Facebook page,
Jonesboro FBC, has videos
and the latest information
about possible closings.

Music director Dee Rose
led worship. Debbie York was
the pianist. Chris Rose sang
a special, “He Touched Me.”

Men’s and women’s Bible
studies were planned at 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 22.

The newsletter folding team
plans to meet Thursday, today.

The church plans to have
Hospitality Sunday and a pot-
luck meal on Jan. 28. Maple
Grove Baptist Church will be
joining the morning worship
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service. Maple Grove’s pastor,
Don Williams, is scheduled to
speak. After the potluck, an
ordination service is planned
for Bro. Don.

Birthdays: Jerri Tehandon,
Jan. 24; Jerri Miller, Jan. 25;
Shirley Kohler, Jan. 27.

Anniversary: Michael and
Stacey Freeman, Jan. 23, one
year.

The regular schedule for
worship at Jonesboro First
Baptist includes Sunday
School classes on Sundays at
9 a.m., Sunday morning wor-
ship at 10 a.m. and Sunday
evening worship at 6 p.m.

Youth meet from 6 p.m. to
7 p-m. on Sundays and from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m.on Wednesdays.

The Dig-In children’s pro-
gram meets from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. on Wednesdays.

Adult Bible study is sched-
uled on Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Hess News

By Glenn Heisner

Edna Goddard
decorated two Christmas
trees this year. One was
traditional and the other
was in memory of Jim.
It had a cap on top and
carvings that he had done
with other mementoes of
his. It was a good tribute
to him.

The Baptist men’s wild
game supper was Friday
night at the Jonesboro Bap-
tist Church.

Upward Basketball has
started at Anna Heights with
a cool start. The weather is
supposed to be milder soon.

CEO
alumnus

featured

The Union County CEO
program shares that a Jan. 18
episode of Fearless Founders
on Zoom was extra special.

The episode featured Union
County CEO alumnus and
2020 graduate Drake Roach,
the owner of SI Pressure
Washing.

CEO alumni business own-
ers were featured in the epi-
sode. They were former stu-
dents who have excelled in
their own businesses and will
offer mentorship to current
CEO students as they begin
their individual ventures this
semester.

Along with Drake Roach,
others on the panel were Ash-
ley Leman, 2022 Woodford
County CEO, the owner of
Revive Coffee Roasters; and
Ashton Hemminger, 2022
Seneca, Ohio, CEO, owner
of AJ & Co.

“We are so proud of Drake
and the other two featured
CEO alumni from other pro-
grams,” the Union County
CEO program shared.

Recruiting for the 2024-
2025 Union County CEO
class is scheduled to start
soon.

A-J student
earns special
recognition

Anna-Jonesboro Communi-
ty High School student Matti
Houseman has had six entries
accepted into the prestigious
Scholastic Art Competition.
Four of her entries won a Gold
Key award.

Additionally, a flower
necklace she created won a
nomination for the American
Vision Award. She earned one
of only five nominations from
the region.

Each of her Gold Key win-
ning pieces will go on to
compete in New York City at
the national level.

A-J boys’ basketball team
places first at tournament

The Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School boys’
basketball team defeated host
Johnston City 51-32 to win
the Johnston City/Arrowhead
Tournament Saturday, Jan. 20.

A-J built an 18-6 lead in the
first quarter and was ahead
27-16 at the half.

Noah Cavins led A-J with
18 points. Dylan Harvel had
12 points, J.J. Girardi 7, Evan
Hall and Aiden McFadden
4 each and Taj Hodges and
Drew Page 3 each.

Harvel, Page and Cavins
made the all-tournament team.
Cavins was also named as
most valuable player for the
tournament.

A-J 52, Christopher 34:
The Wildcats had a 14-4 lead
after one quarter on their way
to the win Friday, Jan. 19.

Page led A-J in scoring
with 16 points, including four
3-pointers.

A-J wrestling
team finishes
in fifth place

The Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School wrestling
team finished in 5th place out
of 15 teams at the Goreville
Tournament Saturday, Jan. 20.

Zoee Sadler, 106 pounds,
and Drew Sadler, 175 pounds,
placed highest for the Wild-
cats, with both finishing in 2nd
place in their weight classes.

Daelan McNelly, 126
pounds, finished in 3rd place.
Levi Jones, 215 pounds, fin-
ished in 4th place.

Hayden Williamson, 110
pounds, and Jack Smith, 106
pounds, finished in 5th place.

Zane Plummer, 120 pounds,
and Mason Yates, 285 pounds,
finished in 6th place.

Cobden boys
win two at

tournament

The Cobden High School
boys’ basketball team won
twice at the Zeigler-Royalton
Mid-Winter Classic last week.

Cobden 59, Shawnee 39:
Mitchell Howell and Thomas
Coleman scored 13 points
each to lead Cobden to the win
on Saturday, Jan. 20.

Matthew Howell added 12
points, Aron Funes 9, Justin
Campbell 8 and Jett Kuhn and
Gabe Haynes 2 each.

Cobden 49, Agape Chris-
tian (Marion) 36: Kingston
Kuhn led Cobden with 20
points in the win Friday, Jan.
19.

Mitchell Howell added 12
points, Campbell 6, Funes 4,
Coleman 3 and Jett Kuhn 2.

Cobden, 12-10 overall,
plays at Joppa Friday, Jan. 26.

Harvel added 10 points,
Cavins 8, Hodges and Girardi
7 each and McFadden and
Bobby Valasquez 2 each.

A-J 70, Eldorado 44: The
Wildcats were ahead 14-10
after one quarter and 30-20 at
the half and went on to the win
Tuesday, Jan. 16.

Cavins led A-J with 26
points. Page added 8, Har-
vel 7, Hodges 6, Girardi 5,
McFadden 4, Valasquez and
Graydon Edmonds 3 each and
Hall, Daylon Butler, Foster
Needling and Shane Vicory
2 each.

A-J 52, Du Quoin 42: A-J
pulled ahead 14-10 at the end
of one quarter and led 25-21
at the half on the way to the
win in the Wildcat’s opening
tournament game Monday,
Jan. 15.

Cavins led A-J with 12
points. Girardi and Harvel
scored 11 each, Hodges 9,
Page 7 and McFadden 2.

A-J finished the tourna-
ment with a 4-0 record and
improved to 14-10 overall.

The Wildcats play again
at home against Nashville
Friday, Jan. 26.

Chester tops A-J

The visiting Anna-Jones-
boro Community High School
girls’ basketball team lost a
close game to Chester 46-44
on Tuesday, Jan. 16.

Jayda Shepard led A-J with
18 points.

Kansas Craig contributed
12 points, Ariana Turner 6,
Raelynn Sadler 4 and Savan-
nah Smith and Jayden Girardi
2 points each.

A-J hosts Pinckneyville
Thursday, today.

Winter Passport

program offered

The Shawnee Hills Wine
Trail is offering a Winter Pass-
port program during January
and February.

With the purchase of a
$20 winery passport, guests
will have an opportunity for
unique wine trail experiences
at each Shawnee Hills Wine
Trail winery and receive spe-
cial discounts on wine, lodg-
ing, food and more during a
January or February visit.

Information on how to pur-
chase the passport can be
found online at www.shaw-
neewinetrail.com

Money returned

The Illinois state treasurer’s
office returned nearly $276
million in missing money
during 2023, Illinois State
Treasurer Michael Frerichs
has reported.

[llinois’ missing money
program, also known as I-
CASH, processed 314,154
claims last year. In December,
the treasurer’s office returned
$12 million through 11,477
claims.
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News from The message shared that “This act of disobedience for children and adults start at Anna VFW
. . “the fall of Adam and Eve is led to their expulsion from 9 a.m. on Sunday. Adult and
Anna First Baptlst Church D VLIQLAFDQW -Q Bdéty Bywihiolizkg @ ints6 children's worship both stat  calendar
) ] , ) ) deo-Christian theology, found duction of sin and the conse at 10:15 a.m.

Anna First Baptist Church faithful and just to forgive us 5 the Book of Genesis. quences of human rebellion A youth program beginsat ~ Of events
met for worship on Sunday, our sins and to cleanse us from «According to the Biblical against divine command 6 p.m. on Wednesdays. Upcoming events at th
Jan. 21. all unrighteousness.” account, Adam and Eve, thements. A discipleship class for Veterans of Foreign Wars Ga

Pastor Lupe welcomed Luciano then led the cen first human beings created “The fall of Adam and adults is scheduled at 6 p.mroll P. Foster Post No. 3455
everyone to the service, bothgregation in the 100th Psalm 5y God, lived in the GardenEve is often interpreted as aon Wednesdays. Anna include:
in the sanctuary and thosewhichis a psalm of thanksgiv of Eden, a paradisiacal envi foundational event in under The church has a bus that A corn hole tournament it
WatChlng the live stream Ing, and thanked God for all Ofronment. Standing the human conditionis available to run for eachplanned ThUrSday, tOday. S|g
online. He led the openingHis blessings. “They were given free will, and the need for redemption irof the programs. More in UP Starts at 6 p.m. Play begir
prayer. . The worship team led thepyt were commanded not tovarious religious traditions.” formation is available by &t6:30 p.m.The kitchen oper

Sharon Farris gave the-ancongregation in the singing ofeat the fruit from the tree of The church’s services canFRQWDFWLQJ W KS@'%%WUA@HESQ ff?ﬁ‘—e%‘
nouncements. Prayers weréGod on the Mountain” and the knowledge of good andbe watched live on YouTubefrom 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. during 9'@Wind is planned at 7 p.m
said for those on the prayerTrust in You.” evil. at Anna First Live Feed.the day.
list. Pastor Lupe’s scripture was  “However, tempted by the Anna First Baptist Church’s  Anna First Baptist Church

Luciano Lopez did the call taken from Genesis 3 andserpent, Eve succumbed tavebsite is www.annafirst. is located at 409 Morgan St.to%%ep.gg).s??;ulrggg{;;r;tzz
to worship, which was aboutMatthew 10:28. His sermonthe desire for wisdom andorg. in Anna. Information about vEw Ln. near Anna. Up
"Our Sin.” The call shared thatwas titled "Adam and Eve, persuaded Adam to join her The church has programschurch activities is available coming events are open 1
“if we confess our sins, He isThe First Family (Part Two).” in eating the forbidden fruit. for all ages. Sunday Schoolby calling 833-5416. the public.

Mystify Music is schedulec
to play at the post from 7 p.n



