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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

On Saturday, Dec. 14, An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School boys’ basketball 
team head coachMike Cham-
ness made history. With a 
win over Union County rival 
Cobden, he became the all-
time winningest basketball 
coach at A-JCHS, surpassing 
the legendary Mike Crews and 
Paul Houghton.

***
A-JCHS is celebrating stu-

dent athletes Ruby Yates and 
Ariana Turner, who have 
signed to continue their soft-
ball careers at Mineral Area 
College; and Olivia Schaefer, 
who has signed with Black-
burn College to play softball.

***
Union County continues to 

be well ahead of schedule on 
paying off bonds which were 
issued for the construction of 
a new courthouse. Revenue is 
generated by a local sales  tax.

***
As a new year begins, the 

Union County animal  control 
program continues to wel-
come donations of food and 
financial resources. 

***
Stephanie Cox and county 

board of commissioners mem-
ber Darryl Harvell have been 
reappointed as Union County 
representatives on the South-
ern Five Regional Planning 
District and Development 
Commission board. The ap-
pointments were approved at 
last Friday morning’s regular 
meeting of the Union County 
Board of Commissioners.

***
The Anna City Council 

is reviewing a proposal to 
establish a fire department 
auxiliary. The auxiliary would 
support the fire department in 
a variety of ways.

***
Union County experienced 

nine days of rainy weather 
from Dec. 19 to Dec. 30.

*** 
A “Crosswords & Coffee” 

event for folks ages 60 and 
older is set for 10 a.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 7, at Stinson Memo-
rial Public Library in Anna.

***
Shawnee Community Col-

lege is congratulating certi-
fied nursing assistants who 
recently graduated from the 
Union County Extension Cen-
ter program in Anna. Instruc-
tor Hailey Merriman says the 
class had a 100 percent pass 
rate.

***
Auditions for Shawnee 

Community College’s spring 
musical, “Little Shop of Hor-
rors,” are set for Jan. 10-11. 
Auditions will be at the col-
lege and are open to those ages 
16 and older for the musical 
which will be staged April 
10-12.

*** 
Regular business hours are 

scheduled to resume Thurs-
day, today, at Shawnee Com-
munity College. The college’s 
spring semester begins Jan. 
13.

2024 weather: warm winter, stormy spring in region

Jonesboro Head Start welcomes
Ag in the Classroom visit

Haley Bode from the Union County Farm Bureau Illinois Agriculture in the 
Classroom program visited students enrolled at Southern 7 Jonesboro Head Start 
in early December. She read the story of Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer and then 
children created a mix of reindeer food. They discussed where each of the food 
ingredients of oats, rice, craisins and sugar sprinkles came from. Photos provided.

Local weather...
Flood watch Saturday, wind advisory 
Tuesday, winter storm possible
in area this Sunday into Monday

ern Kentucky were included in 
the watch.

Ahead of the arrival of 
heavy rain, the weather ser-
vice advised that excessive 
runoff may have resulted in 
flooding of rivers, creeks, 
streams and other low-lying 
and flood-prone locations.

Extensive street flooding 
and flooding of creeks and 
rivers were possible. Area 
creeks and streams have been 
running high and could have 
flooded  with more heavy rain.

Due to recent rounds of rain 
and thunderstorms, creeks and 
streams in the flood watch 
area were running high and 
soils are very saturated. 

A round of heavy rain and 
thunderstorms moved through 
the flood watch area from Sat-
urday night through Sunday 
morning. Rainfall amounts of 
1.5 to 2.5 inches, with locally 
higher totals over 3 inches, 
were in the forecast.

Wind Advisory
The weather service office 

issued a wind advisory for the 
region which was in effect 
from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. Tues-
day – the final day of 2024.

Northwest winds of 15 to 
20 miles per hour were in the 
forecast, along with gusts of 
40 to 45 mph. 

As the paper was going 
to press for this week, the 
weather service office was 
reporting 33 mph wind gusts 
at the Southern Illinois Airport 
near Carbondale on Tuesday 
morning.

The weather service office 
said that “a few trees may 
be uprooted due to the wet 
ground, and tree limbs could 
be blown down as well. This 
may result in a few power 
outages.”

(continued on page 2)

Clear Creek 
Sunday afternoon

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
advised last Saturday that 
area creeks and streams 
have been running high 
and could have flooded  
with more heavy rain 
which was possible. After 
heavy rain fell Saturday 
night, the water level was 
high Sunday afternoon on 
Clear Creek at the Trail of 
Tears State Forest.

A flood watch was in effect 
for parts of the region over 
the weekend between the 
Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays...

...the year came to an end 
with a wind advisory in place 
on Tuesday...

...and the new year looks to 
bring colder weather, along 
with the possibility of a winter 
storm which could impact the 
region. 

Flood Watch
The flood watch issued by 

the National Weather Service 
office in Paducah was in effect 
from 6 p.m. Saturday through 
Sunday morning.

Parts of Southern Illinois 
(including Union County), 
Southeast Missouri and West-

In terms of weather, 2024 
was a very active year in the 
Southern Illinois, Southeast 
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky region.

Spring and summer were 
particularly active seasons, the 
National Weather Service of-
fice in Paducah reported. The 
office also serves southwest 
Indiana.

Highlights from the year 
were reported in a review of 
2024 weather posted by the 
office on its website.

Warm Winter
The year began with the 

region experiencing one of 
its warmest winters on record 
(the fourth warmest in Pa-
ducah) with very little snow 
(most areas only receiving 0.5 
of an inch to 3 inches). 

Summer-like temperatures 
were observed in February, 
with readings soaring to 90 
degrees in Van Buren, Mo., 
on the 27th. 

Cape Girardeau and Car-
bondale tied their February 
warmest temperature of 79 
degrees. 

Severe Spring Weather
There were three especially 

notable severe weather events 
during the spring. 

An April 2 early morning 
tornado outbreak included 
19 tornadoes, the most torna-
does recorded at the weather 
service office in Paducah in a 
single day for the Quad State 
region since Halloween 2013.

A May 8 multi-round severe 
weather outbreak included 
nine tornadoes and set the of-
fice record for most warnings 
issued in a single day. 

Storm debris in May 2024
Debris was left behind in Jonesboro after stormy weather swept through the region on May 26. The National 

Weather Service office in Paducah reported that three especially notable severe weather events occurred in the 
region during the spring of 2024. 

May 26 Storms
A May 26 multi-round se-

vere weather outbreak in-
cluded widespread straight-
line wind damage, along with 
18 tornadoes and the second 
highest single day warning 
issuance count.

The multiple rounds of se-
vere thunderstorms produced 
widespread damage and left 
over 100,000 customers with-
out power at its peak. 

The first wave was a bow-

ing line that progressed east 
across Southeast Missouri 
into Western Kentucky and 
far Southern Illinois between 
5 a.m. and 10 a.m. 

This was quickly followed 
by a second line that was 
mostly sub-severe which then 
exited the region by 1 p.m. 

The environment was able 
to recover during the after-
noon, providing ample fuel for 
another round of severe thun-
derstorms during the evening. 

Supercells formed across 
parts of the region between 6 
p.m. and 9 p.m. Meanwhile a 
line of storms developed to 
the west and moved quickly 
east-southeast across the en-
tire area after 7 p.m. 

This line sagged south to-
ward the Kentucky/Tennessee 
border by 11 p.m.. 

Widespread damaging 
winds of 60 to 70 mph oc-
curred with both rounds, along 
with large hail up to tennis 

ball sized and numerous tor-
nadoes. There have been 18 
confirmed tornadoes from this 
event, including three EF-3’s.

Tornado No. 13 was re-
ported in the Lick Creek and 
Buncombe areas in Union and 
Johnson counties.

The tornado occurred from 
8:13 p.m. to 8:22 p.m. The 
twister had an EF-1 rating 
with estimated peak winds of 
100 mph.

(continued on page 2)
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The tornado’s had a path 

that 7.05 miles long and a 
maximum width of 100 years. 

No injuries or deaths were 
reported as a result of the 
tornado.

The tornado began just 
east of Interstate 57 in Union 
County and crossed into John-
son County ending just east of 
Buncombe. 

Much of the path was 
marked by tree damage, with 
numerous trees snapped or 
uprooted. 

A few outbuildings and a 
barn were heavily damaged 
about two and a half miles 
northwest of Elvira, near 
South Lick Creek Road. 

Additional tree damage was 
found near Buncombe, where 
several trees were uprooted 
and snapped. A carport was 
flipped over onto its side in 
Buncombe.

Remnants of Tropical 
Storms

Remnants of three tropical 
systems impacted the region 
during the summer and fall 
seasons. 

The first of these produced a 
rare July tornado outbreak on 
the 9th when the remnants of 
Beryl produced seven torna-
does, including an EF-3 that 
struck Mount Vernon, Ind. 
This was the strongest tor-
nado on record in the Paducah 
weather service office’s area 
in the month of July. 

Two other tropical systems 
impacted the region in Sep-
tember: Francine and Helene. 
The second of these resulted 
in rather significant rainfall 
totals across the region, with 
many areas observing 3 to 6 
inches in a 72-hour period 
ending on Sept. 29.

“Fortunately, it was ben-
eficial rain that helped ease 
the developing moderate to 
severe drought conditions and 
produced limited flooding due 
to its prolonged nature,” the 
weather service reported. 

Paducah observed its low-
est barometric pressure on 
record for September on the 
27th, dropping to 992.6 mb. 
Paducah also received 5.33 
inches of rain that day, which 
was the second wettest Sep-
tember day on record for the 
city.

Dry October
The faucet shut off after 

Helene departed, with the 
region experiencing one of its 
driest first 30 days of October 
on record. 

The period from Oct. 1-30 
was the second driest on re-
cord in Paducah, with only 
0.07 of an inch precipitation 
recorded.

Rain Returns
Rain finally returned to the 

region on Halloween, with a 
wetter pattern continuing into 
the first half of November. 

Temperatures remained 
quite mild, with November 
finishing closer to what a typi-
cal October would feel like. 

This helped boost the re-
gion to one of its warmest fall 
seasons (second warmest in 
Paducah). 

The year 2024 finished 
as the warmest on record in 
Paducah and Cape Girardeau. 
The only months which fin-
ished below normal were 
January and July.

59 Tornadoes
There were a total of 59 

tornadoes that touched down 
across the area in 2024, which 
was the second most on record 
for a year, only behind the 79 
in 2011. 

The tornadoes covered a to-
tal of 443.2 miles (also second 
most behind the 449.8 miles 
in 2011). There were four 
EF-3s, one of which became 
the strongest July tornado on 
record in the Paducah office’s 
service area. The vast majority 
of them (53) occurred during 
four events: April 2, May 8, 
May 26 and July 9.

Space Weather Bonuses
The region experienced a 

total solar eclipse on April 8, 
which was the second one to 
traverse across the area in the 
past seven years (the previous 
one being in August 2017). 

The region also experi-
enced two rare sightings of 
the Aurora Borealis on May 
10 and Oct. 10. Typically the 
Northern Lights are hard to 
see this far south. 

Finally, a comet (Tsuchin-
shan-ATLAS) was visible on 
Oct. 14 and for a few days af-
terwards. This was the bright-
est comet since 1997.

‘Space Weather Bonus’
The region experienced a “Space Weather Bonus” in 

2024 when a total eclipse of the sun occurred on April 8. 
The photograph was taken in downtown Cobden. 

(continued from page 1)
Colder,  with Winter 

Storm Possible
Colder weather is expected 

as 2025 begins. 
High temperatures in the 

30s are expected on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday.

The forecast early this week 
was calling for a chance of 
snow this Saturday night, 
with “rain and snow likely” 
on Sunday.

The weather service office 
on Monday morning also 
advised there was growing 
potential for a winter storm 
to impact the central United 
States beginning on Sunday 
and continuing into Sunday 
night.

“Significant winter precipi-
tation appears likely some-
where,” the weather service 
posted online.

“There is a lot of uncertainty 
in the details and how much, 
if any, snow/ice impacts our 
region. Stay tuned for up-
dates through the week,” the 
weather service said.

On Tuesday morning, the 
weather service reported that 
“while it is too early to deter-
mine precipitation types and 
amounts, impacts to travel are 
a growing possibility” for this 
coming Sunday into Monday.

The forecast was calling for 
sunshine and high tempera-
tures in the 30s for this Friday 
and Saturday.

Rain and snow are likely 
Sunday and Sunday night, 
with a high near 35. There’s 
a slight chance for snow on 
Monday, with a high near 29.

2024 weather

Weather
outlook

Jeff Denny and Amy Ferris

Denny retires as county
engineer; Ferris fills post

Jeff Denny has retired as 
Union County engineer. Amy 
Ferris is the county’s new 
engineer. 

Denny retired after four 
years of service in Union 
County. Prior to that, he served 
for more than 20 years as Al-
exander County’s engineer. 

Ferris began work on Dec. 
15; she had been Massac 
County’s engineer.

Denny and Ferris were 
in attendance at last Friday 
morning’s regular meeting of 
the Union County Board of 
Commissioners. The meet-
ing was at the Union County 
Courthouse in Jonesboro.

Denny said at the meeting 
that he has enjoyed his time 
serving in Union County.

Denny was honored at a 
luncheon gathering held Tues-
day, Dec. 17, at the court-
house.

At the luncheon, board of 
commissioners chairman Max 
Miller praised the work Denny 
has done for the county

“We do appreciate every-
thing you’ve done,” Miller 
said.   

The now-retired engineer 
said he was proud of the many 
improvements which have 
taken place during his tenure.

The Union County area 
received nearly 3 inches of 
rain during the period of Dec. 
17-30. 

Precipitation during the 
period near Jonesboro totaled 
2.97 inches of rain.

Temperatures during the 
period ranged from a high of 
58 degrees to a low of 19.

Following are highlights 
for the period as recorded by 
weather observer Dana Cross 
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Dec. 17: high 57, 
low 31. 0.17 of an inch of rain.

Wednesday, Dec. 18: high 
50, low 30. 0.36 of an inch 
of rain.

Thursday, Dec. 19: high 46, 
low 25.

Friday, Dec. 20: high 42, 
low 27.

Saturday, Dec. 21: high 41, 
low 22. 

Sunday, Dec. 22: high 43, 
low 19. 

Monday, Dec. 23: high 49, 
low 31. 0.03 of an inch of rain.

Tuesday, Dec. 24: high 48, 
low 42. 0.17 of an inch of rain.

Wednesday, Dec. 25: high 
48, low 43. 0.24 of an inch 
of rain.

Thursday, Dec. 26: high 56, 
low 45.

Friday, Dec. 27: high 57, 
low 51. 0.60 of an inch of rain.

Saturday, Dec. 28: high 57, 
low 52. 0.55 of an inch of rain.

Sunday, Dec. 29: high 56, 
low 41. 0.79 of an inch of rain.

Monday, Dec. 30: high 58, 
low 35. 0.06 of an inch of rain.

Weather
High 58, low 19;
2.97 inches of rain

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment has announced its Janu-
ary schedule of Wellness 
on Wheels Van Clinics for 
Southern Illinois.

The health department 
notes that it’s not too late to 
get a seasonal flu shot. The 
immunizations are available 
at the WOW Van Clinics. 
Flu shots also are available 
at Southern 7’s public health 
clinics in the region. 

The van clinics schedule for 
January includes:

Jan. 8. Union County Court-
house, Jonesboro. 9:30 a.m. to 
noon. 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Jan. 15. Southern Bank, 
Cairo. 9:30 a.m. to noon 1 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Jan. 22. Ullin Police De-
partment, Ullin, 9:30 a.m. to 
noon. Triple E BBQ, Ullin, 
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Jan. 29. Golden Circle Se-
nior Center, Elizabethtown, 
9:30 a.m. to noon. Chocolate 
Factory, Golconda, 1:30 p.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Free services available at 
the WOW Van Clinics in-
clude NARCAN training, 
blood pressure check, home 
colorectal cancer tests (FIT), 
medication disposal packets, 
COVID test kits and condoms.

Charged services available 
include blood lead, hemoglo-
bin and cholesterol screen-
ings, STD tests (including 
chlamydia, gonorrhea and 
syphilis), HIV, pregnancy and 
TB skin tests, TD/Tdap shots 
for adults, well water tests 
and hereditary genetic cancer 
testing. 

Charged services, exclud-
ing a well water test, require 
a health insurance card. 

All services, both free and 
charged, will be offered while 

available on day of service.
Flu shots will be provided 

to patients based on vaccine 
availability the day of the 
clinic and while supplies last. 
Health insurance cards are 
required. 

Those requesting a COVID 
booster are advised to contact 
their local Southern 7 public 
health clinic for details.

Through a grant funded 
by the Illinois Department of 
Public Health, IDPH, South-
ern 7 Health Department 
provides many healthcare 
services through the IDPH 
WOW Van Clinics. 

The WOW Van rotates 
throughout high, health-risk 
communities each Wednesday 
in the lower seven counties in 
Illinois.

The WOW Van, a multi-
disciplinary mobile unit, is 
available to Southern 7 Health 
Department through a partner-
ship with IDPH to provide 
health screenings and other 
services. 

IDPH partners with health 
agencies and hospitals to 
provide staff and services on 
the WOW Van at sites where 
people can come for medical 
services.

No appointment is needed 
for services. Walk-ins are wel-
come. Clinic dates, times and 
available services are subject 
to change without notice. 

More information about 
WOW Van Clinics services, 
upcoming dates,and how to 
become a sponsoring location 
are available by contacting 
Sharyl Betts at 618-634-2297, 
extension, 970154, or by visit 
ing Southern 7 on Facebook, 
Instagram, X, through the 
Southern 7 app and at www.
southern7.org.

Wellness on Wheels 
Van Clinic visits
planned in January

Just ahead of holiday season in Illinois

Overall respiratory 
illness level moved up 
from low to moderate 

Just ahead of the Christmas 
and New Year’s holiday sea-
son, the Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, an-
nounced that the state’s over-
all respiratory illness level 
had moved up from low to 
moderate.

IDPH said that meant Il-
linois residents faced an in-
creased chance of exposure to 
seasonal illnesses as families 
were gathering to celebrate the 
holidays.

IDPH reported on Dec. 23 
that its Seasonal Respiratory 
Illness Dashboard indicated 
hospital admissions for CO-
VID-19, flu and RSV all had 
ticked up (as a percent of all 
hospital admissions) in the 
week ending Dec. 14. 

The percentage of emer-
gency department visits due 
to respiratory illness also 
increased from 13.8 percent 
in the previous week to 14.7 
percent. 

The state also was continu-
ing to see a rise in ICU admis-
sions due to RSV, driven by 
children 0-4 years old.

The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
reported that as of Dec. 27, 
the amount of acute respira-
tory illness causing people to 
seek healthcare was high na-
tionally. COVID-19, seasonal 
influenza and RSV activity 
were continuing to increase 
across the country. 

“As expected, Illinois is 
experiencing an increase in 
seasonal respiratory illnesses 

as winter arrives,” IDPH di-
rector Dr. Sameer Vohra said 
in a Dec. 23 news release. 

“As we gather with our 
loved ones during the holiday 
season, please use all the tools 
at your disposal to protect 
friends and family who are 
most vulnerable to severe 
outcomes. This includes those 
who are over 65, very young 
children and people who are 
immunosuppressed,” Vohra 
said.

“The best protection from 
severe illness caused by CO-
VID-19, flu and RSV remains 
the highly effective vaccines 
that are widely available,” 
Vohra added. 

“Other effective tools in-
clude enhanced ventilation 
and good hand hygiene. If 
you are having concerning 
respiratory systems, please 
seek medical care.”

Vohra added that hosts of 
holiday gatherings could en-
hance the safety of guests by 
providing proper indoor venti-
lation, encouraging good hand 
hygiene and reminding guests 
to cover coughs and sneezes.

For those who are unvac-
cinated, public health officials 
note that it’s not too late to 
get vaccinated. It takes about 
two weeks for vaccinations 
to provide their full level of 
protection. 

Getting shots now will offer 
protection through the cold 
and flu season that lasts into 
the spring, IDPH advised.

Elks to offer free children’s 
orthopedic assessment clinic

South District Elks Lodges, 
in cooperation with the Il-
linois Elks Children’s Care 
Corporation, plan to sponsor 
a free children’s orthopedic 
assessment clinic in January.

Anna-Jonesboro  Elks 
Lodge No. 1641 is a sponsor 
of the clinic.

The clinic is scheduled 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 17, at Marshall Browning 
Hospital in Du Quoin. The 
hospital is located at 900 N. 
Washington St.

Dr. Alan Froehling from 
Mount Vernon will be the 
clinician. 

The clinic is by appoint-
ment only. Appointments for 
the clinic can be made by call-
ing the Illinois Elks Children’s 

Care office at 800-272-0074 
between the hours of 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.  

There are no charges for 
any services at this clinic.

No medical referral is nec-
essary for the clinic but phy-
sicians are welcome to refer 
patients to the clinic for a spe-
cific reason or second opinion. 
School nurses are welcome to 
refer children and families to 
the clinic.

The Elks Organization has 
been working with physically 
challenged children since 
1928.

The Du Quoin clinic is 
one of the 15 clinic locations 
throughout Illinois.  

Workers in Illinois who 
provide personal care to fami-
ly members are protected from 
employment discrimination 
based on family responsibili-
ties as of Jan. 1, 2025. 

Illinois is now one of fewer 
than 10 states to provide em-
ployment protections for fam-
ily caregivers.

Public Act 103-0797 pro-
hibits discrimination on the 
basis of family responsibilities 
in employment. 

Covered family members 
are an employee’s child, step-
child, spouse, domestic part-
ner, sibling, parent, mother-in-
law, father-in-law, grandchild, 
grandparent or stepparent. 

Providing family care protected



Today, as was in the 1st Century, confusion causes much trouble 
when it comes to pleasing God.  As a result of confusion, divi-
sion ensues and disharmony destroys Godly unity.  If division 
was not compatible with the gospel in Paul’s day, is it same for 

our day?  Here is Paul’s advice to those 1st Century Corinthians.
Lesson #1: Speak the same thing (meaning the instructions from 

Jesus Christ).  The unity of message means that each should 
have same message, after all, it was delivered once Jude 3.   

Paul wasn’t ashamed of this one message Romans 1:16, Peter 
wasn’t ashamed on the Day of Pentecost of the one message 

Acts 2:47, and we must not be ashamed to speak the same thing. 
Lesson #2: be no divisions among you (we must practice Lesson #2: be no divisions among you (we must practice 

unity).  Dissentions or schisms between what we say and what 
the Bible concludes only offer 2 Tim 4:3-4 disrespect and Matt 
15:1-9 traditions of men.  Christ was contradictory purposed 
against man—we must be unified in practice and unified in 

worship.  We must follow the plan HE established in Eph 5:1. 
Lesson #3: but ye be perfectly joined together (we must strive Lesson #3: but ye be perfectly joined together (we must strive 
to have the same mind-unity of attitude), Our mental outlook 
must come from the gospel 2 Tim 3:12. Obedience brings 1) 
knowledge, 2) Patience, and 3) hope James 5:11, 2 Cor 7:4.

Lesson #4: same judgment (we must have a unity of opinions).  Lesson #4: same judgment (we must have a unity of opinions).  
The Bible challenges us to all think the same way.  THE 

BIBLE WAY.  Our purpose is derived from gospel John 17:21. 
What was Christ’s purpose?  Luke 19:10, Matt 18:11 We need 

to adjust our opinions and world views to align with the 
gospel.  Unity is not union.  Unity means oneness, sharing a 

sense of common (fellowship) purpose. Whereas union means 
being united; you can be united but not sharing unitbeing united; you can be united but not sharing unity.  But if 
you share unity, you are in union with one another.  May we 
strive to please God and in doing so, we please ourselves.

Little Egypt Red Hat Ladies Christmas dinner, party
Little Egypt Red Hat Ladies met for a Christmas dinner and party at Subway in 

Anna. From left are guest Judy Francis, Shirley Page, guest Emelia Eddleman, Lila 
Schley, Marie Samuel, Dee Dillon, hostess Lillian Milam and Kay Johnson, Carole 
Anderson, Lillah Williams, Brenda Lovelace, Martha Schwegman and Martha Ann 
Webb. Little Egypt Red Hat Ladies Kathy Milam, Connie Harvel and Pam Baker could 
not be present for the picture. Photo provided.

Remembering those who passed
Following is a listing of the 

names of those who passed 
away and whose obituaries 
appeared in The Gazette-Dem-
ocrat during 2024. The listing 
is by the week that the obituar-
ies appeared in the newspaper 
during 2024.

January
Jan. 4. Terrell Adkins. Karyle 

Yvonne Ashton Holderfield. 
Richard Reynolds. Richard B. 
“Dick” Schaefer. Juliette Jane 
Goddard. Karen Ann “Amy” 
Dover. Jennifer “Jenny” Renee 
Davis. William Dean Bracken. 
James William (Bill) Buster.

Jan. 11. Betty L. Stricklin. 
Mary Carolyn Rendleman. 
Jo Anne Lambert. Gloria A. 
Merriman. William Douglas 
“Doug” Stoner. Stan Vaughn. 
Norma Jean Cline Frailey. 
Donald “Gene” Eddleman.

Jan. 18. Dr. Ruth Eleanor 
Duff. Claudia Kay Leslie. 
Jason Kyle Lovell. Mary Lee 
Wells. Sharlet Sue Sims. 

Jan. 25. Jane “Janie” Burnett 
Wargo. Margie Belle Bittle. 
Glenn L. Winstead.  Diana Ma-
rie Woolridge-Perry. Vernon 
Ray Glasco.

February
Feb. 1. Velta Carol Jimenez. 

Shirley Fox. Kay Frances Judd. 
Deon Warden. Vicky L. Cham-
ness. Jessica Grace Gorev. Lois 
Dean Edging Sams. 

Feb. 8. Henry C. Lingle. 
Dr. Michael Martin William-
sen. Arthur Scott Aronson. 
Laura Ruth Spiller.  Dr. Glenn 
Hudgens. Bonnie Jean Dillow. 
Junior Lee “Zip” Toler.

Feb. 15. Betty Lou Hartline. 
Louis Jerome “Jerry” Basler. 
Earl Dean Simpson. Floyd 
Morris Dover. Dr. Carl Albert 
Budelsky. James “Rico” Syn-
owiec. Willie Lariel “Dean” 
McIntosh. Earl W. Miller. 
Linda Lou “Tean” McIntosh. 

Feb. 22. Helen Holderfield. 
John Aaron Wagoner.  Patricia 
Ann Fritz Keil.  Mary Ellen 
Griffith Hafford. Gordon Pat-
rick “Pat” Sams. Jenny Ander-
son. Mary Elizabeth Yeckley. 
Donna “Renee” Anderson.

Feb. 29. Carole Ann Wilson 
West. LaVerne Thompson. 
Harold L. Foster. Bill Pritchett.

March
March 7. Danny L. Frey-

enberger. Dr. Dennis P. Rob-
inson. Evelyn L. Aguila. Betty 
Ruth Toler. Vernita Miller. 
Donna F. Vance. Betty L. 
Trexler Baker. Carole J. Bauer. 
Alice Rhey Zeschke. Mary D. 
Crutchfield.

March 14. Patricia Ann “Pat” 
Shaffer. Thomas “Tom” Sad-
owski. Kathryn Marie “Coco” 
Halter. Mary Pauline Wilson 
Littrell. Beverly Carol Gal-
braith. Rev. Lacie Dean Betts.

March 21. Judith Kay Vau-
pel Flamm. Dr. Homer L. 
Cissell Jr. Dr. Richard Louis 
“Dick” Pommier. Angel Gar-
ner. John R. Holman. Tim 
Williams. Derek “D” Blume.

March 28. Doris “Janie” 
Walter. Samuel “Sam” Joe 
Myers. Marshall Wayne Duty.

April
April 4. Ruby L. Clover 

Black. Rosamaria Davis. 
James Eric Myers. Richard 
Gene Gaddis. Marshall Wayne 
Duty. Wilford Garrett.

April 11. Mary M. Richard-
son. Judith Wringer. Michael 
H. “Mikey” Myers. Ivy Goins 
Yana. Linda Sue Lingle.

April 18. Shirley Howard 
Russell. Betty June Smith. 
Tanya D. Sams. Nora Carmo-
na. Joseph Richard Reppert.

April 25. Leona Carnell 
Mount. Bon L. Kohler. Chester 
K. Pedigo. Vernon O. “Big” 
Henderson. 

May
May 2. Carl Dean Massey. 

Larry “Joe” Birkhead. Michael 
F. Whelan. Kenneth Dean 
Phillips. 

May 9. Thomas Harold 
Keller. Michael Gene Kelley. 
James “Robin” Hoyle. Lynn 
Heisner.

May 16. Keith Todd Beggs. 
Linde Ann Caraker-Owens. 
Barbara Morrison. Della L. 
“Ms. Della” McMahan-Shep-
ard.

May 23. Pfc. Bryan Myers 
Jr. Robert “Bo” Wright. Win-
ifred Marcella Dillow. Nancy 
Joyce Gearhart. Vicki Sue 
Glasco Escue. Manuel Mejia 
Palacios. Mary Lou Harris 
Ristow.

May 30. Barbara J. Livesay. 
Jacob Dale Parmly. Willard 
Leon Mowell. James “Hank” 
Greenley. Kenneth Oscar 
Nance. Robert Dennis Brown.

June
June 6. Marsha Gail Hartline 

Yates. Dan Wilson. Kenneth 
“Carter” Dallas. Dustin Cody 
Pitts. Catalina Duran De Char-
icata. Sarah Lea Duty.

June 13. James D. “Jim” 
Brown. Deacon Patrick W. 
“Pat” Patterson.

June 20. Harold Wayne 
Hubbs. Charles L. Stiff. Mi-
chael Sevenski III. Randy 
Echols. Gwendolyn Yates 
Arthur. Larry Dean Greer. Dale 
Lynn Pender.

June 27. Kathleen “Kathy” 
Crosier. Sharon Henderson 
Ivy. Gary Boyd Langston. 
Lawrence E. Larson.

July
July 4. Viola Lambdin. Jon-

athon Michael Brim.
July 11. Jerry M. Toler. 

Betty L. Wright. Robert Lee 
“Bobby” Newton. Luca Titan 
Muskopf.

July 18. Patricia Lou Chan-
dler. Kathy Irene Franklin. 
Gary Lee Coats. Linda Simp-
son. Edwina “Eddie” Murray. 
Larry Gene Martin. Lenora O. 
Lovell. Marcelo Amezquita. 
Robert “Bob” G. Bittle.

July 25. Carolyn Bracken. 
Juanita Miller Pickel. James 
E. Selinger. Carolyn Bracken. 
Minnie Pearl Quertermous. 

Robert E. “Bob” Hileman.
August
Aug. 1. Marie Foster. Eliz-

abeth “Beth” Showmaker. 
Rosemary H. Heern. Walter 
C. Ridenhour. Marietta Ford. 
Sondra Kay Boie.

Aug. 8. Marlene Flamm 
Rich. Lonnie Hall. Ellen Jane 
Eads. Emerenciana Carmona. 
Mildred L. Smith. Richard 
Knight. 

Aug. 15. Evelyn Louise 
Dailey. Donna “Ani” Dakin. 
Kevin Dale Wehmeyer. Albert 
Reynolds. Donald Dean Pear-
son. Lois Marie Dillow. Sue 
Jane Rosenthal Whiting.

Aug. 22. Marvalee Hope 
“Marlee Girl” Dougherty. 
Sue Rendleman. James Cal-
vin Wright. William Brian 
Barkley.

Aug. 29. Bruce Williams. 
John Rooney.

September
Sept. 5. Marvin Lynn “Red” 

West. Shirley Lee Penrod. 
Wayne Davis. Carleen Cain. 
David Kevin St. Arbor. Ear-
lene Highfield. Isaac Enrique 
Guijon.  

Sept. 12. Linda Gail Ruth-
erford. Nicholas Robin Dillon. 
Mary Ann Courtright. Mary 
Lou Schlenker. Harold Edward 
Ralls. 

Sept. 19. William “Bill” 
Garner. Emma Lou Williams. 
William “Bill” F. Witthoft 
Jr. Cathy Sue Evans. Londa 
Faye Peterson. Lindell “Link” 
Warren.

Sept. 26. Lana Diane Live-
say. Gloria M. Sivia. Lois Ann 
Carr. 

October
Oct. 3. Terry Marie Simon 

Baine. Anita Jeanne Stadel-
bacher. Jerry Lee Richardson 
Sr. Freda Mary Dillow. Eu-
gene I. Hartsock. Hallie Dean 
Smoot Jr.

Oct. 10. Dorothy M. Zinn 
(nee Cerny). Henry M. “Pete” 
Tanner. Lois Ann Benson. Pa-
tricia McRaven. Pamela Jane 
Sadler. Shirley Ann Ralls. Pvt. 
Robert L. Skaar. Hallie Dean 
Smoot Jr. 

Oct. 17. Paula Yvonne Han-
sil. W. Leon Gunn. Shirley 
Jean Peeler Burns. 

Oct. 24. Irene Stamp. Jen-
nifer Alveria Budslick Apple-
gate. Friederike Munton. Jack-
ie Lee Ralls. Sandra Zamora 
Martinez. Everett Ray Rhodes. 
Patrick Wilson Treece. John W. 
Lehr. Walter Wayne Schultz. 
Jack Denton Brimm.

Oct. 31. Marilyn Dorothy 
Toler. Michael H. Maguire. 
Rosemary M. “Rosie” Cates. 
Jim Tucker. Charlotte Chavan 
Grant. Rose Key Menees.

November
Nov. 7. Robert M. “Bob” 

Hansil. Millicent Louise 
Casper Hankla. Shelby Kay 
Rushing. Wayne L. Douglas. 
Hazel M. Reichrath. James 
Michael (Jim) Helm.

Nov. 14. Katheryn Ann Kerr. 
Tim Bundren. Geneva Mer-
ryman. 

Nov. 21. Gary Jackson. 
Jerry Marvin Bennett. Jack Da-
vie Sensmeier. Sherman Lee 
Mays. Shirley Ann Bennett. 
Tommy Joe Walker.

Nov. 28. Kenneth Howard 
Sifford. Roger Dale Cook. 
Joshua Blake Eubanks. Wil-
liam L. “Bill” Hendricks. 
James E. “Jimmy” Ethridge.

December
Dec. 5. Sharon Kay Toler. 

Donald Ray Hickam. Ronald 
Gayle Bittle. 

Dec. 12. Ruby Lee Cald-
well. Norman Lee Gibbs. 
Michelle Leann Easter. Teresa 
Sue Mowery. Jeffrey Edward 
Dickey. Donald M. Ballestro. 
Blanche Elzora Wehmeyer.  
Barbara Porterfield.

Dec. 19. Mary Ruth Blood-
worth. Larry L. Basler. Ronald 
E. Diggs. Mary Dehen. Robert 
Lee Whitaker. Anita Marie 
Dillow Beard. Vicky Lee Ar-
nold. Daric Allen Smith. Jason 
R. McHughs. Gerald Wilbur 
Hileman. Mickie Lynn Smith 
Lacer. Robert Eugene Parker. 
Jerrie T. Clayton. 

Dec. 26. Diana Marie Mc-
Cleland. Barbara Sue Duck-
worth. Jerrie T. Clayton.

(Editor’s note: every ef-
fort was made to include a 
complete listing of all of the 
obituaries which appeared in 
the newspaper during the year.)

Nearly 300 new Illinois 
laws take effect in 2025

By Ben Szalinski
Capitol News Illinois

Time to study up, Illinois. 
When the clock hit midnight 
on New Year’s Day, 293 new 
state laws took effect.

Those include some of the 
defining bills of the 2024 
legislative session and others 
that will change how people 
get IDs, evaluate job postings 
and even cancel gym mem-
berships.

In addition to the laws 
taking effect on Jan. 1, the 
state’s minimum wage will 
rose to $15 to complete a 
ramp up initiated during Gov. 
JB Pritzker’s first month in 
office in 2019.

Digital Driver’s Licenses
The secretary of state can 

begin creating a process to 
issue digital driver’s licenses 
and state IDs beginning in the 
new year after Pritzker signed 
House Bill 4592. 

Residents will still be re-
quired to receive a physical 
ID and agencies or private 
entities will not be required 
to accept digital IDs in place 
of physical IDs.

Providing a phone to po-
lice to show a digital ID also 
doesn’t give police consent 
to search a person’s cell 
phone.

Salary Transparency
Employers with 15 or 

more employees must in-
clude information about 
benefits and the salary range 
on job postings, according 
to House Bill 3129. The law 
will also apply to businesses 
hiring for remote work posi-
tions in Illinois.

“When employers aren’t 
transparent about pay, gen-
der and racial wage gaps 
widen, costing women and 
people of color valuable 
compensation,” Lt. Gov. 
Juliana Stratton said in a 
news release. “Illinois’ new 
Pay Transparency law is a 
resounding win for the work-
ing people who call our state 
home.”

“Junk” Health Insur-
ance

Short-term, limited dura-
tion health insurance plans 
became illegal in Illinois 
beginning Jan. 1. 

The plans, often called 
“junk insurance” by critics, 
do not meet the minimum 
standards of the federal Af-
fordable Care Act.

The ban outlined in House 
Bill 2499 was part of Pritz-
ker’s health insurance over-
haul that lawmakers passed 
in the spring. It was aimed 
at reducing barriers to care 
for patients and making 
health care more affordable 
by expanding coverage re-
quirements for insurance 
companies.

Short-term insurance plans 
are typically for people who 
have a lapse in health insur-
ance coverage such as when 
they lose or change jobs, but 
they are different from CO-
BRA benefits, which most 
employers are required to 
offer under federal law. 

Supporters of the bill ar-
gued the plans are deceptive 
and stick consumers with 
huge out-of-pocket costs, but 
others said the plans provide 
consumers with an afford-
able option to fill a gap in 
coverage.

Caregiver Discrimination
House Bill 2161 adds fam-

ily responsibilities to the list 
of categories protected from 
discrimination and retaliation 
in the workplace. 

The new law prevents em-
ployers from taking adverse 
action against employees be-
cause of their responsibilities 
as a caregiver for a family 
member, which could cause 
them to miss work.

Bill sponsor Rep. Will 
Guzzardi, D-Chicago, told 
a House committee in April 
that pregnant women are a 
good example of who the bill 
is designed to help. He said 
pregnant women shouldn’t 
be passed up for a promotion 
or face other consequences at 
work in anticipation that they 
will be taking time off to care 
for their baby. 

Guzzardi stressed the bill 
does not protect employees 
who fail to meet job perfor-
mance requirements.

AI Regulations
New laws governing arti-

ficial intelligence took effect 
Jan. 1. It will be illegal to 
generate child pornography 
using AI, according to House 
Bill 4623. 

Supporters of the bill, in-
cluding the Illinois Attorney 
General’s Office, said it is 
becoming more difficult to 
distinguish between real and 
AI-generated images. They 
said updating Illinois’ child 
pornography laws was a 
necessary to step allow law 
enforcement to identify and 
prosecute child pornography 
cases.

House Bill 4875 also adds 
new protections to prohibit 
using AI to recreate a per-
son’s voice, image or likeness 
for commercial purposes 
without the person’s consent. 
Recording artists can seek 
damages for violations of 
the law.

Politics and Religion at 
Work

Employees can’t be re-
quired to sit through work 
meetings discussing religion 
or politics starting Jan. 1. 

Senate Bill 3649, an initia-
tive of the Illinois AFL-CIO, 
creates new protections for 
employees who skip out on 
such meetings and prevents 
employers from retaliating 
against them.

The law does not prohibit 
discussing religion or poli-
tics at work, but employees 
are not required to partic-
ipate in the discussions if 
such activities are not part 
of their job. 

The law excludes non-prof-
it and advocacy groups where 
politics or religion may be 
part of a job.

Coming Later in 2025
Pritzker’s signature health 

reform package went into 
effect on Jan. 1, but most 
provisions don’t have to be 
implemented until the begin-
ning of 2026. 

House Bill 5395 bans “step 
therapy,” which requires 
patients to try and fail treat-
ments preferred by insurance 
companies before they can 
receive the treatment recom-
mended by their doctor.

It also bans insurance com-
panies from requiring prior 
authorization for emergen-
cy in-patient mental health 
treatment, requires insurers 
to keep up-to-date lists of 
in-network providers and 
expands the power of the Illi-
nois Department of Insurance 
to regulate premium rates.

Many hotels in Illinois 
will no longer be allowed 
to provide customers with 
single-use plastic soap and 
shampoo beginning July 1 
under Senate Bill 2960. The 
move is designed to cut down 
on waste from single-use 
products. The Illinois Hotel 
& Lodging Association sup-
ported the change. Hotels 
with fewer than 50 rooms 
have until 2026 to make the 
change.

Other New Laws
NIL money: Student ath-

letes at NCAA universities 
can earn name, image and 
likeness money directly from 
their universities. House Bill 
307 was an initiative of the 
University of Illinois.

Hearing aids: Insurance 
providers must cover medi-
cally prescribed hearing aids 
for all people under House 
Bill 2443. Coverage was 
previously only required for 
those under 18.

G y m  m e m b e r s h i p s : 
House Bill 4911 requires 
gyms and fitness centers to 
accept multiple ways for 
people to cancel their mem-
bership. Physical fitness lo-
cations also must now allow 
customers to cancel their 
membership by email or 
online. Customers will also 
be allowed to submit written 
notice for canceling their 
membership by mail.

Subscription renewals: 
Businesses that offer a free 
trial or promotional period 
for their product or service 
must notify customers at 
least three days before the 
subscription automatically 
renews at a paid rate under 
Senate Bill 2764. The law 
only applies to subscriptions 
longer than 15 days.

Crime victim DNA: DNA 
evidence collected from a 
person who is the victim of 
a crime to aid a criminal in-
vestigation cannot be entered 
into a DNA database, accord-
ing to House Bill 1168.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily by 
the Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.
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4535 State Route 3 N. 4535 State Route 3 N. 
Wolf Lake • 833-5498Wolf Lake • 833-5498

800-626-6046800-626-6046
parts@sewlparts.comparts@sewlparts.com

With heartfelt thanks 
to all of you who 

have brightened our 
year with your
generosity and

kindness.

www.sewlparts.comwww.sewlparts.com

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro
618-833-4547

201 South Main • Anna, IL
618-833-8506

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
618-833-2922

As we ring in the new year, 
we also celebrate your 
friendship and support.

It's been a pleasure doing 
business with you.

Flamm
Heating & Cooling

Cobden • 618-893-2861

Brad's Collision Works
& Towing LLC

511 E. Vienna St. • Anna, Illinois
833-3102

Duty's Auto Glass
324 Willards Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923

After the rush of the 
holiday season has largely 
ended, and the excess of 
the season starts to weigh 
on celebrants' minds, it is 
customary for many people 
to start  thinking about 
the changes they want to 
implement in the new year. 
According to a Pew Research 
Center survey of United 
States adults conducted in 
January 2024, 30 percent of 
people reported making at 
least one resolution, with half 
of this group making more 
than one. The survey also 
found that young adults are 
the most likely to make New 
Year's resolutions, with 49 
percent of those between the 
ages 18 and 29 saying they 
have made a resolution.

It's never too early to 
start thinking about what to 
improve upon in 2025, or 
which goals to set. Here are 
some common resolutions 
and how to implement them.

· Exercise more. Getting 
in shape is  one of  the 
most popular New Year's 
resolutions every year. Gym 
memberships spike and 
people often invest in home 
exercise equipment around 
this time of year. According 
to the American College of 
Sports Medicine, wearable 
technology continues to be 
a top trend in fitness and has 
been a mainstay since 2016. 
While Fitbit and the Apple 
Watch series have remained 

strong contenders, one also 
may want to invest in the 
Garmin Vivomove, which 
boasts wireless charging. 
Tracking fitness goals can 
keep those resolutions going 
strong.

· Improve mental well-
being. Getting in shape is 
not the only health-related 
goal this t ime of year. 
Mental health also comes 
into play when people make 
their resolutions. Taking 
opportunities to slow down 
and be more mindful can 
help. One way to do so is 
through journaling. Human 
behavior expert and author 
Natalie Friscia Pancetti, 
says journaling reduces 
stress, helps with anxiety, 
encourages confidence, and 
can improve perceptions. 
This is why she developed 
a journal with inspirational 
w r i t i n g  p r o m p t s  a s  a 
companion to her "This Too" 
book and planner.

· Quit smoking. Quitting 
smoking is a worthy goal. 
Health care experts know 
smoking is the leading 
cause of lung cancer and 
has been linked to more than 
27 diseases. Many people 
want to quit smoking, but the 
Mayo Clinic says only about 
5 percent of people who try 
to quit succeed without a 
smoking cessation product. 
Nicotine replacement items 
are some of the most popular 
smoking cessation tools. 

For those who want to go 
drug-free, Füm is a device 
that addresses the three 
major components of habit 
formation that occur with 
smoking. Employing flavored 
air, the device replaces the 
fixation of the hand-to-mouth 
habit with non-addictive 
plant extracts that are inhaled, 
simulating smoking without 
the negative effects.

· Learn a new language. 
Learning a new skill or 
language is another popular 
resolution. Today there are 
many apps available to help 
people learn one or more new 
languages. From Duolingo to 
Babbel to Memrise, there are 
programs available whether 
one is a visual learner or 
wants to jump right into 
specific phrases.

Get a head start on resolutions

from all the staff and students
of Anna District
37 Schools!

200 S. Main St. • Anna • 833-8033

Happy New Year!

Union County
Abstract Office, Inc.
Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfield, President
304 West Market Street
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

Welcome 2025! Have a safe and happy holiday!

Alex Belcher, Auctioneer & Real Estate Broker
alex@ollisauction.com • www.ollisauction.com

(618) 833-2227 • (800) 272-9791
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From the moment we first opened 
our doors, we’ve had the pleasure 

of meeting so many wonderful 
friends and neighbors. 

Wishing You and Yours a
Very Happy New Year!

100 E. Vienna St.
Anna, Illinois 62906

(618) 833-2151
www.annastate.com

Rendleman & Hileman
Funeral Homes and Monuments

Anna • Jonesboro • Cobden • Alto Pass
(618) 833-2131 or (618) 833-8222

Anna Tire & Auto Center
   90 Richview Drive • Anna

            833-2122

Thank you for your loyal 
support. Have a safe and 

wonderful holiday!

The Village
of Dongola

PLEASE
CELEBRATE 

SAFELY

The first official meal of 
2025 should be memorable 
and flavorful. Chances are 
late night New Year's Eve 
revelry will make breakfast a 
nonstarter, but a New Year's 
Day brunch can hit the spot 
on January 1. When family 
members or guests rouse 
from their post-countdown 
slumbers, these brunch ideas 
and tips can kick off the new 
year with flavor.

Skip the mimosas
While it may be tempting 

to employ a little "hair of the 
dog" therapy to combat the 
ramifications of overindul-
gence from the evening prior, 
it is a better bet to skip any 
extra alcohol come the morn-
ing. Rather, serve plenty of 
hydrating refreshments, with 
water at the top of the list. For 
those who desire something 
with a little more zip, create 
a mocktail with fruit juice and 

sparkling water.
Make-ahead meals
Serving foods that can be 

made in advance cuts back 
on the amount of work that 
needs to be done in the late 
morning of New Year's Day. 
Breakfast casseroles can be 
the way to go, as they pair 
many ingredients together 
and can be reheated. Fruit 
salads as well as homemade 
granola parfaits can be made 
in advance and then served 
during the brunch.

Consider bagels and 
breads

A platter of bagels, crois-
sants and cinnamon rolls 
are easy to serve and might 
be a welcome way to fill the 
stomach. Paired with lox, 
cheeses and cold cuts, these 
carbohydrates can help com-
plete the meal.

Sheet-pan options are 
easy

Brunch hosts and hostesses 
who choose to whip up foods 
during the brunch itself can 
employ some tactics to make 
the work easier. Crack eggs 
onto cheese-coated slices of 
thick bread and put under the 
broiler for perfectly cooked 
batch results.

Don't forget the sweets
Muffins and sweet rolls 

can blur the lines between 
meal and dessert; otherwise, 
serve alternative make-ahead 
desserts that are relatively 
easy, such as pound cakes or 
cookies.

Set up the coffee bar
Chances are a little caffeine 

might be necessary to jump-
start the day. Make coffee, 
tea, hot chocolate, and oth-
er warm beverages readily 
available with the accompa-
nying creamers and flavor-
ings so that brunch guests can 
customize their drinks.

Chinese New Year is a cul-
tural phenomenon in China. 
In fact, the National Museum 
of Asian Art indicates Chi-
nese New Year is the most 
important holiday in China, 
where a 15-day celebration 
incorporates age-old traditions 
in commemoration of the 
nation's culture and history. 
Chinese New Year also has 
a global footprint, and cele-
brations in various countries 
commemorate this unique 
event that heralds the arrival 
of spring and the beginning 
of a new year on the lunisolar 
calendar.

One notable tradition as-
sociated with the Chinese 
New Year involves animals. 
That tradition is traced to an 
ancient Chinese poem that 
told the story of 12 mythical 
animals that descended from 
the heavens in a particular 
order. The Rat was the first 
animal to arrive and help 
celebrate the coming spring, 
and the Pig was the last to 
make its presence known. 
Each Chinese New Year com-
memorates a different animal 
from that ancient poem, which 
is why celebrations are often 

characterized as "Year of the 
(Name Animal)." Chinese 
New Year celebrants will 
commemorate the Year of the 
Snake in 2025. According to 
National Museums Liverpool, 
the snake is wise and intense. 
The Snake emphasizes phys-
ical beauty, which is why it's 
often associated with vanity. 
Travel China Guide adds that 
the snake carries meanings 
of malevolence, cattiness 
and mystery, but also notes 
that some in China believe 
a snake found in a courtyard 
is an omen of good luck. In 
addition, Chinese mythology 
characterizes the creator of the 
world as having a human head 
and the body of snake.

Compatibility is another 
notion associated with the 
animals of the Chinese Zodiac 
that feature so prominently in 
Chinese New Year celebra-
tions. The Snake is consid-
ered most compatible with 
the Rooster, which the poem 
suggests was the tenth animal 
to descend. The Pig (twelfth) 
is considered the least com-
patible animal with the Snake.

Chinese New Year is a 
notably unique celebration. 

In 2025, the Chinese New 
Year begins on Wednesday, 
January 29.

Resolutions made at the 
start of a new year often focus 
on personal improvement. 
Giving up poor habits like 
smoking or drinking too much 
alcohol and losing weight 
through diet and exercise are 
some popular resolutions.

Health and wellness cer-
tainly dominates the reso-
lution landscape. Improve-
ment-minded individuals in-
terested in gaining long-term 
benefits from their resolutions 
this year may want to con-
sider ways to improve brain 
health and function. Here are 
five ideas to consider.

1. Get moving: Exercise 
does the body good and even 
positively affects the brain. 
The American Academy of 
Neurology has found aerobic 
exercise may play a signif-
icant role in reversing and 
preventing cognitive decline. 
Researchers have found that 
even a little exercise each 
day can result in improved 
brain function in less than six 
months. Andrew E. Budson, 
M.D., a professor of neurol-

ogy at Boston University, also 
says aerobic exercise releases 
growth factors in the brain, 
which can help grow new 
brain cells.

2. Start a new hobby. When 
doing the same activities over 
and over, you eventually learn 
how to do those activities bet-
ter. But doctors can't confirm 
this is actually helping the 
brain in a meaningful way. 
Rather, there is evidence that 
doing new things can be bene-
ficial to the brain. So learning 
a new hobby, taking a class, 
or even learning to play a 
musical instrument can push 
the brain to improve from a 
cognitive standpoint, indi-
cates The Healthy, a Reader's 
Digest brand.

3. Make more time for fun. 
Repeated stress can have det-
rimental effects on the body 
and mind. Harvard Health 
says stress has been linked 
to cognitive problems and a 
higher risk for Alzheimer's 
disease and other dementias. 
Taking time to relax and enjoy 
oneself can tame stress, and in 

turn, alleviate issues affecting 
memory and cognition.

4. Practice mindfulness 
more often. Mindfulness is an 
exercise in paying attention 
to one's surroundings, senses 
and more. Too often people 
are multi-tasking and never 
fully devoting their attention 
to one thing. Mindfulness 
gives the brain a break and 
brings a person into the pres-
ent.

5. Eat a better diet. The 
benefit of eating healthy 
foods extends beyond the 
waistline. Many of the foods 
that are good for the heart 
are important for prevent-
ing cognitive decline and 
dementias. A 2015 systemic 
review found strong evidence 
for a protective effect of the 
Mediterranean diet, according 
to researchers at Deakin Uni-
versity School of Medicine in 
Australia.

By making brain health a 
priority when coming up with 
New Year's resolutions this 
year, individuals can benefit 
for years to come.

5 New Year's resolutions 
to benefit the brain

Brunch begins the New Year right

What is the Year of the Snake?

Lick Creek 
Elementary

School
Board, Teachers,
Administration

&& Staff

To all our best 
friends far and near, 
go our best wishes 

for a wonderful year!

515K East Vienna Street • Anna, IL 62906 • 618-833-7064
lyman.eudy.bz6m@statefarm.com

Here to help life go right.®

Happy New Year from Lyman, Gaylon and Scarlett.

Celebrate responsibly and stay safe.
Happy New Year to a wonderful community.

Friendly Service . . . Fair Prices
Maintenance Fluid Flushes to Engine Replacements

We can help . . . Free Estimates

6535 Lick Creek Rd.• Buncombe, IL 62912
618-771-8338

It is time to turn the page on 
one year and usher in another. 
Each December 31, people 
all over the world reminisce, 
celebrate, plan, and party in 
honor of the changing calendar.

Many are likely familiar 
with some of the common 
ways to ring in the new year, 
which include champagne 
toasts, fireworks and watching 
the ball drop in Times Square. 
Yet, there are many other ways 
to celebrate this occasion and 
welcome a new year with hope 
and good luck. Enjoy these 
ways to commemorate the start 
of 2025.

· Make some noise. Although 
fireworks are commonplace 
on New Year's Eve in various 
locales around the world, in 
Thailand it once was traditional 
to fire guns to frighten off 
demons. National Thailand 
reports that it is no longer 
legal to fire weapons during 
New Year's Eve festivities, 
but other noisemakers can 
simulate the ancient tradition. 
Thailand also has its own New 
Year celebration in April called 
Songkran, a three-day event. 
It's customary to splash water 
and shoot colorful water guns, 
which is another idea for ringing 
in the new year.

·  Smash pomegranates 
for luck. Many have heard 
of smashing grapes to make 
wine, and the band Smashing 

Pumpkins has millions of 
devoted followers across the 
globe. The comic Gallagher 
used to smash watermelons on 
stage. But in Turkey, smashing a 
pomegranate outside your front 
door is said to bring good luck. 
The fruit is seen as a symbol 
of prosperity, abundance and 
health.

· Make some good luck 
"Hoppin' John." Hoppin' John 
is a traditional New Year's 
Day dish from regions of the 
southern United States. The 
dish is made with black-eyed 
peas and pork bacon and is said 
to bring good luck to those who 
consume it for the new year, 
according to the Old Farmers 
Almanac.

· Choose honey-dipped 
apples. People can take a page 
from the Jewish New Year 
tradition, which sees celebrants 
dipping apples in honey for a 
sweet new year. Rosh Hashanah 
takes place in late summer or 
early fall because it follows 
the Hebrew lunisolar calendar. 
However, anyone can apply 
similar customs to the New 

Year's celebrations taking place 
each January 1.

· Put on some polka dots. In 
the Philippines, wearing polka-
dotted clothing on New Year's 
Eve is a tradition said to bring 
good fortune in the new year, 
according to Philstar Life.

· Watch a sunrise. Chances 
are many revelers are staying 
up late on New Year's Eve and 
into the next day, so they'll have 
ample opportunity to catch the 
sunrise. In Japan, watching the 
first sunrise of the new year is 
called "hatsuhinode," and is a 
practice thought to bring good 
fortune.

· Grab some cash. There's a 
perpetuating superstition that 
it's better to have some extra 
money in your wallet to enter 
the New Year full of financial 
prosperity. Also, it's best to 
wipe out any unpaid debts 
before December 31 disappears; 
otherwise, the months ahead 
might not be financially sound.

New Year's traditions have 
persisted throughout the years 
and are borne of customs from 
all over the world.

Unique New Year's 
celebrations across the globe
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400 S. MAIN ST.
JONESBORO, IL (618) 833-2494

	 • OB/GYN	 • OB/GYN
	 • Family Medicine	 • Family Medicine
 	 • Behavioral Health 	 • Behavioral Health
	 • General Dentistry	 • General Dentistry
	 • AND MORE!	 • AND MORE!

513 N. Main Street 
Anna, IL • 833-4471

We send
our best wishes for
a very happy and

prosperous new year!

Dongola
Unit School 
District #66

SHAD HICKS • 618-924-2421
102 N COURT, MARION, IL 62959

Happy New Year!

Report Drunk Drivers
You can help by reporting suspected drunk drivers to 

your nearest Illinois State Police headquarters. 
From your cellular telephone or citizens band radio, 

provide the state police with the following information:
The location you are calling from.
Time, location, direction of travel and a description 

of the suspected drunk driver.
The make, color, and license plate number of the car.

"Please Don't Drink and Drive!"

The month of January has 
been home to many historical 
events over the years. Here's 
a look at some that helped to 
shape the world in January 
1925.

· Christiania, the capital city 
of Norway, is renamed "Oslo" 
on January 1.

· Violence plagues Italy 
on January 2 as part of the 
fallout of Benito Mussoli-
ni's crackdown on opposition 
newspapers. Though King 
Victor Emmanuel III refuses to 
grant Mussolini the dictatorial 
powers the latter requested, he 
grants the Prime Minister tacit 
permission to respond to the 
violence how he sees fit.

· Nellie Tayloe Ross is in-
augurated as the Governor of 
Wyoming on January 5, be-
coming the first woman elected 
to a gubernatorial office in 
United States history.

· Bhanupratap Deo is pro-
claimed as the new Raja of the 
princely state of Kanker within 
British India on January 8. The 
3-year-old would rule until 
1947, when the princely states 
are abolished as India gains its 
independence.

· The British submarine 
HMS L24 sinks in the English 
channel on January 10. The 
submarine had collided with 
the Royal Navy battleship 
HMS Resolution, killing all 43 
men aboard the L24.

· Al Capone survives an 
assassination attempt made 
by the North Side Gang on 
January 12 in Chicago. Capone 
was conducting business inside 
a State Street restaurant when 
the rival gang riddled his car 
with bullets, prompting the 
mobster to order a bulletproof 
Cadillac.

· Joseph Stalin fires Leon 
Trotsky as Commissar for 
Military and Navy Affairs on 
January 15. A prominent critic 
of Stalin, Trotsky is eventually 
murdered at his home in Mex-
ico City by a Stalinist agent 

in 1940.
· Huddie Ledbetter, better 

known as "Lead Belly," is 
granted a full pardon by Texas 
governor Pat Morris Neff on 
January 16. The blues musi-
cian had served seven years of 
his prison sentence after being 
found guilty of killing a rela-
tive over a fight for a woman.

· "The Gentleman Bandit" 
Gerald Chapman is arrested 
in Muncie, Indiana on January 
18. Chapman is apprehended 
thanks in part to informant 
Ben Hance, who is murdered 
in August in a killing that is be-
lieved to have been performed 
as retaliation for Chapman's 
incarceration.

· Roy Olmstead, a lieutenant 
in the Seattle Police Depart-
ment, is indicted by a federal 
grand jury on January 19. 
Olmstead is accused of smug-
gling alcohol into the country 
from Canada in violation of the 
Volstead Act.

· Curtis Welch, the only 
doctor in Nome, Alaska, sends 
an urgent message via radio 
telegram on January 22. The 
message alerts all major Alas-
kan towns of an impending 
outbreak of diphtheria, while 
a second message sent to the 
U.S. Public Health Service in 
Washington, D.C. highlights 

the desperate need for anti-
toxin. Roughly 300,000 units 
of antitoxin are discovered 
in Anchorage on January 26, 
temporarily containing the 
epidemic.

· Paul Newman is born in 
Shaker Heights, Ohio, on Jan-
uary 26. The son of Theresa 
Garth and sporting goods store 
owner Arthur Sigmund New-
man, Sr., the younger Newman 
would grow up to become one 
of the world's most recogniz-
able movie stars and a devoted 
philanthropist.

· A riot breaks out in Berlin 
on January 27. Numerous 
injuries are reported as mon-
archists, communists and re-
publicans clash during demon-
strations held on the birthday 
of ex-kaiser Wilhelm II.

· On January 28, nominee to 
the U.S. Supreme Court Harlan 
Fiske Stone testifies before the 
U.S. Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. Stone is eventually 
confirmed by a vote of 71 to 6.

· After nearly a year of fight-
ing and 14,000 deaths, the 
Khost rebellion against King 
Amanullah Khan is ended in 
Afghanistan on January 30. 
The rebellion is ultimately 
unsuccessful, but many of the 
king's reforms are delayed 
until 1928.

Thank you for your 
loyal support this 
past year and we 
look forward to
seeing you again
in the new year.

138 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL • 833-2171

Wishing you joy . . .
  Wishing you wealth . . .
    Wishing you love . . .

      And also good health.
You've given us so much to celebrate,

That we wish you every
happiness in 2025!

The City of Anna
Mayor, Commissioners
and City Employees

102.5 FM • 1440 AM 
330 South Main • Anna

Take a 360° Virtual Campus Tour

by scanning the QR Code!

Take a 360° Virtual Campus Tour

by scanning the QR Code!

wishes you a happy and healthy 

holiday season.

Join us this spring. 

Classes start on Monday,

January 13.

Enroll by calling 

618-634-3200 or visit

shawneecc.edu.

Anna • 833-9225

City of
Jonesboro

Best wishes for a 
happy and healthy 

New Year to all 
our good friends.

When the sun 
rises on the 
new year, 

may it bring 
peace and

harmony for 
all with it.

Jonesboro
Grade School

827-3541827-3541

May your spirits
soar and your dreams 
take wing in the year 

ahead. And may peace 
and freedom

become a reality for all 
people, everywhere.

100 Years Ago This 
Month: Historical events 
from January 1925

We're  putting  on the 
dog  to say,  hope
your New Year 

is the cat's meow! 

Anna • 833-7421
Vienna • 658-4111

Cardinal CornerCardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Rd.409 Grand Tower Rd.

Grand Tower, Ill.Grand Tower, Ill.
(618) 565-1064(618) 565-1064

YourYour
Hometown StoreHometown Store

Make a Plan
I l l i n o i s  l a w 

enforcement personnel 
say make a plan for a 
sober ride home and 
remember these tips:

Designate a sober 
driver or make a plan to 
use public transportation 
or a ride-sharing service 
to get home safely.

If available, use your 
community’s sober ride.

If you see an impaired 
driver on the road, pull 
over and contact 911.

Have a friend who is 
about to drive impaired? 
Take the keys away and 
make arrangements to 
get them home safely. 
They’ll thank you later.

Always buckle up.

Number One
Killer

Alcohol is the number 
one killer on American 
roadways. 

Alcohol affects your 
vision and slows your 
reaction time so it takes 
longer  to  act  in  an 
emergency. 

Alcohol affects your 
driving even if you are 
below the level of illegal 
intoxication. 

D r i n k i n g  e v e n  a 
small amount of alcohol 
increases your chances 
of causing a crash. Do 
not drink and drive.
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The wonders of 
our local wildlife...

One of the many reasons we are glad to be a part 
of the Union County community.

The Gazette-Democrat
The Talk and Cobden Review  • Serving Union County Since 1849
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Obituaries

View Obituaries Online at
annanews.com

Joan Cavaness (Graves) 
Edwards, 95, of Anna, passed 
away on Friday, December 20, 
2024 at The Lutheran Home 
in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. 

She was born on September 
3, 1929, in Mounds, the daugh-
ter of Joe M. and Lena Mae 
(Cavaness) Graves. She lived 
in Southern Illinois all her life, 
moving to Anna at age 2.

Joan worked at Choate 
Mental Health and Devel-
opmental Center in Anna as 
an LPN Administrative and 
worked as a Dietary and Pur-
chasing Agent for Head Start. 

She was a member of Mount 
Moriah Lutheran Church in 
Anna. 

She was a community ser-
vant of the highest caliber 
and her proudest achievement 
was having the Heliport at 
the Union County Hospital in 
Anna named after her due to 
her efforts in securing it for 
Union County as a Hospital 
Board Member for 25 years 
and was always an outspoken 
advocate of Union County. 

She was a member of sev-
eral organizations, such as the 
Daughters of the Union Veter-
ans, the Masonic Order of the 
White Shrine of Jerusalem, 
where she held the honor of 
Past Worthy High Priestess, 
a Kentucky Colonel of the 
Honorable Order of Kentucky 
Colonels, a commission of 
distinction that can only be 
given by the Governor of 
the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky, and most of all, she 
will always be remembered 

by many, 
as the Red 
Hat Soci-

ety, Queen-Mom.
Survivors include her sons, 

Quinn Edwards and Jason 
Edwards; daughters-in-law 
Holly Wohlwend and Katie 
Edwards; stepdaughter Mary 
Lenigk; five grandchildren, 
Savannah Edwards, Kamryn 
Glasco, Joseph (Meghan) 
Wohlwend, Elizabeth (Dom-
inic) Pietoso and Brynn Ed-
wards; and four great-grand-
children. 

Along with her parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by her son, Major Louis Joe 
Wohlwend; granddaughter 
Jackie Edwards; and one 
great-grandson.

Funeral services were at 1 
p.m. Monday, December 23, 
at Crain Funeral Home in An-
na-Jonesboro, with eulogy by 
family and friends. Interment 
followed the service at Anna 
City Cemetery.

To view the obituary or to 
leave an online condolence 
for the family, visit www.
crainsonline.com.

Crain Funeral Home in An-
na-Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

Joan Cavaness (Graves) Edwards

Greg Webb, 65, of Ullin, 
died Friday, Dec. 27, 2024, at 
his home. 

He was born on July 1, 
1959, in Cairo, the son of 
Ronald and Sue Isom Webb.

He married the love of his 
life, Cindy Webb, and she 
survives.

He loved to farm, as well 
as fishing and hunting of 
all kinds. He also loved rid-
ing side by sides. He was a 
member of the National Rifle 
Association, the Farm Bureau, 
the National Wildlife Turkey 
Federation and Whitetails 
Unlimited. 

Other survivors include his 
daughter, Katelan Webb; two 
sisters, Sheila (Jerry) Hase 
and Sondra (Brian) Halmaghi; 
as well as many other friends 
and family.

Along with his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 
grandfather, Henry Alexander 
Webb.

Graveside services were at 
11 a.m. Monday, Dec. 30, at 

St. John’s 
Cemetery 
near Don-

gola, with Brent Miller offi-
ciating.  

A visitation followed the 
graveside service, with ev-
eryone asked to dress casual.

Memorials can be made to 
St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital.

To view the obituary or to 
leave an online condolence 
for the family, visit www.
crainsonline.com.

Crain Funeral Home in 
Ullin was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Greg Webb

Melvin Wayne Henderson, 
63, of Anna, and formerly of 
Herrin, died Friday, Dec. 20, 
2024.

He was born on Oct. 13, 
1961, in Herrin, the son of 
Melvin Juvers and Ruth Ann 
Griffen Henderson.

He loved fishing and hunt-
ing, and was an avid jokester. 
Most of all, he loved his fam-
ily and would remind them at 
this time to “grieve not for me, 
for I am in a better place now.” 

Survivors include his sons, 
Nicholas (Damian) Henderson 
and Dillan Shayne Henderson; 
other children Tony, Heather, 
Ashley and Michael; sisters 
Lou Ann Henderson and Tina 
Mack (Jimmy May); family 
friends Cathy Crawford and 
Raechel Fitzpatrick; and many 
other friends and family. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents. 

No ser-
vices will 
be held at 

this time. The cremation of 
Melvin Wayne Henderson 
has been personally handled 
by the staff of Crain Funeral 
Home. 

To view the obituary or to 
leave an online condolence 
for the family, visit www.
crainsonline.com.

Crain Funeral Home in 
Anna-Jonesboro is in charge 
of arrangements.

Melvin Wayne Henderson

Henry Grant Taylor, 99, of 
Ullin, died Thursday, Dec. 26, 
2024, at the Illinois Veterans 
Home in Anna.

He was born on Aug. 15, 
1925, in Dongola, the son of 
John L. and Augusta Peeler 
Taylor. 

He married the love of his 
life, June Brown, on May 29, 
1947, and together they spent 
over 36 years together until 
her passing in December of 
1983. 

Mr. Taylor served in the 
U.S. Army Air Force Post 
World War II in occupied 
Japan. 

He had worked in the pe-
troleum industry as a sales 
representative and farmed. 
He was a member of the local 
VFW and the First Lutheran 
Church of Dongola. He loved 
music and dancing. 

He is survived by his son, 
Larry (Jerri) Taylor of Ullin; 
granddaughters Beth (Patrick) 
Dallas and Laura (Andrew) 
Zanowski; grandson Jason 
Crow; eight great-grandchil-
dren, Tilman Dallas, Luke 
Dallas, J.J. Dallas, Carson 
Dallas, Ellie Zanowski, Char-
lotte Zanowski, Lacey Crow 
and Lauren Crow; special 
friend of 16 years, Wilma 
Bass; and many nieces and 

nephews. 
He was 

p r e c e d e d 

in death by 
his parents; 
h i s  w i f e ; 
and siblings 
A l e m t a Modglin, Le-
nora Knupp, Fae Smith and 
Glen Taylor. 

Funeral services were at 
1 p.m. Monday, Dec. 30, at 
the First Lutheran Church of 
Dongola, with the Rev. Chere 
Riedel officiating. 

Interment with full military 
honors followed the funeral 
service at Green Lawn Me-
morial Gardens in Villa Ridge.

To view the obituary or to 
leave an online condolence 
for the family, visit www.
crainsonline.com.

Crain Funeral Home in 
Ullin was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Henry Grant Taylor

James William Dillow, 81, 
of Perryville, Mo., and former-
ly of Anna, died Sunday, Dec. 
29, 2024, at  Mercy Southeast 
Hospital in Cape Girardeau.

He was born on Feb. 22, 
1943, in Union County, the 
son of James and Clyde Harris 
Dillow. 

His mother and father died 
when James was a very small 
child. He was raised by his aunt 
and uncle, Stella and Lloyd 
Harris. 

He married Jackie Simms 
Wagoner on June 3, 1978, in 
Anna.

He is survived by his wife, 
Jackie Dillow; daughters Lynn 
(Buddy) Hellman and Lea 
(Randy) Wright; grandchil-
dren Dylan (Alanna) Hell-
man, Blake Hellman, Madison 
(Bradley) West and Jacob 
Wright; great-grandchildren 
Carter and Lenna Hellman; 
siblings Bill Dillow, Alma 
Osterholm and Ken (Carol) 
Dillow; nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and friends. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; son John Wagoner; 
and sisters Juanita Freeman, 
Mary Lou Lang and Betty 
Grant.

Mr. Dillow was a member 
of the First Baptist Church of 
Jonesboro. He served in the 
U.S. Army. 

He was a lifelong resident 
of Union County, working as a 
contractor, building structures 
and homes throughout the 
county. He loved to work. 

He was a very devoted 
Christian and family man. He 
cherished his family and loved 
spending time with them. He 

and Jackie 
greatly en-
joyed camp-

ing and trav-
eling.

F u n e r a l 
services for 
James Dil-
low will be at 1 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 3, at Rendleman & Hile-
man Funeral Home in Anna, 
with Pastor Nathan Ammon 
officiating. 

Interment will follow in the 
Anna Cemetery. Graveside 
military rites will be conducted 
by Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of the VFW in Anna and 
the Illinois Army National 
Guard funeral honor team of 
Marion. 

Visitation will be from 11 
a.m. until the service time at 1 
p.m. at the funeral home. 

Memorials can be made to 
the Missouri National Veterans 
Memorial in Perryville, Mo. 
Envelopes will be available at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funer-
al Home.

To leave online condolences 
for the family of James Dillow, 
visit his memorial page on the 
Rendleman & Hileman Funer-
al Home website at rendleman-
hilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Fu-
neral Home in Anna is in 
charge of arrangements.

James William Dillow

Margaret Ruth Peeler, 100, 
of Dongola, died Sunday, Dec. 
22, 2024, at Deaconess Illi-
nois Union County Hospital 
in Anna. 

She was born on Sept. 13, 
1924, at home in Union Coun-
ty, the daughter of Johnny and 
Nellie Knupp Fisher. 

She married William Allen 
Peeler in 1945. He preceded 
her in death on Feb. 18, 1993.

She is survived by her two 
sons, Johnny Peeler and Mike 
(Janet) Peeler, all of Dongo-
la; four grandchildren, Tim 
(Beth) Peeler, Jason (Santhi) 
Peeler, Jeremy Peeler and 
Amanda; four great-grand-
children, Claire, Camden, 
Charlotte and Christian; other 
relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her husband, 

Allen Peel-
er;  a son, 
Jack Peeler; 

granddaughter Jaime Mull-
ins; and siblings Don Fisher, 
Colleen Corzine and Bonnie 
Jo Ford. 

She was a member of Mt. 
Zion Cumberland Presby-
terian Church. She retired 
from the Anna State Hospital, 
where she worked for many 
years as a mental health tech-
nician. She enjoyed cooking 
for her family and quilting 
with the Willing Hands quilt-
ing club. 

Funeral services were at 
2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 28, at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funer-
al Home in Anna. Interment 
was held privately at Mt. 
Pisgah Cemetery in Dongola. 

To view the obituary and to 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Anna was in 
charge of arrangements.

Margaret Ruth Peeler

Deborah “Debbie” Lynn 
Miller, born February 10, 
1951, passed away peacefully 
on December 24, 2024, near 
her home of Anna, Illinois, 
surrounded by her loved ones. 

She leaves behind a legacy 
of laughter, mischief and a 
never-ending playlist of her 
own whimsical songs.

Debbie, a self-proclaimed 
“forever girlfriend” of Mickey 
Mouse, now joins her parents, 
Francis “Peggy” and Dean 
Pittman, in the ultimate ad-
venture. 

Debbie had a way of mak-
ing everything brighter, fun-
nier, and more magical, and 
while we imagine she’s al-
ready redecorating heaven 
for Christmas, those of us left 
behind will do our best to car-
ry on her traditions – though 
we doubt we’ll ever match her 
festive flair.

Debbie’s greatest joy was 
her family, who she adored 
(even when they didn’t laugh 
at her jokes). 

She leaves behind her 
daughter, Deana Zastudil, 
and her son-in-law, Robert, 
who she lovingly teased every 
chance she got; her grandkids, 
Ashley Morris (Donnie Kier-
nan), Christopher Morris and 
Megan Morris (Joey Scheer-
le), who all inherited her mis-
chievous spirit; step-grand-
children Amanda (Zac) Lois 
and Joshua (Ashley) Zastudil; 
her great-grandchildren, Kolt, 
James Edenfield and Bella 
Kiernan, who she loved to 
spoil; step-great-grandchil-
dren Grant, Gavin, Grahm and 
Amelia; brother Dean (Tina) 
Pittman; sister-in-law Barb 
Pittman; cousin and lifelong 
best friend, Toni Livengood, 
her partner-in-crime for every 
shenanigan.

She was preceded in death 
by her par-
e n t s  a n d 
b r o t h e r 

Mark Pittman.
Debbie adored her family, 

Christmas (especially the kind 
with lights you can see from 
space), daytime soaps and 
singing about just about any-
thing. Whether it was a song 
about doing the dishes or an 
ode to her great-grandkids, her 
creations were always funny, 
heartfelt, and entirely Debbie. 
She brought joy and giggles 
wherever she went – and let’s 
be honest, she probably left a 
trail of glitter, too.

A private family ceremony 
will be held in Champaign, 
where Debbie will be en-
tombed alongside her parents 
at Mt. Hope Cemetery. She’d 
probably tell us to skip the 
tears and have a toast instead, 
preferably with a Mickey 
Mouse-shaped cookie in hand.

Debbie, you were a fire-
cracker in a world that some-
times forgets how to sparkle. 
Thank you for reminding us 
to laugh a little louder, love 
a little harder and never, ever 
grow up. We’ll keep singing 
for you.

To view the obituary and to 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Anna is in 
charge of arrangements.

Deborah ‘Debbie’ Lynn Miller

News from

Anna First Baptist Church
Anna First Baptist Church 

met for worship on Dec. 29, 
which was the last Sunday of 
2024. 

Pastor Lupe welcomed those 
in the sanctuary and wished 
everyone a Happy New Year.

An opening prayer and 
prayer over the prayer list was 
held.

Cissi Cuthbertson did the 
call to worship, which was 
about “Praise and Adoration.”

The worship team led in  the 
singing of “How Great Thou 
Art,” “Thank You Lord” and 
“Agnus Dei.”

Pastor Lupe’s sermon was 
titled “No Excuses.” Scripture 
was from Exodus and Judges.

The sermon shared that 
“making excuses delays the 
fulfillment of God’s purpose 
for our lives and robs us of the 
joy that comes from walking in 
obedience to His will.  

“When we serve God ac-
cording to His calling, we align 
ourselves with His perfect 
plan, which brings blessings 
to us and to those we impact.  

“Excuses reflect a lack of 
trust in God’s power to equip 
and guide us for the tasks He 
has given us.  God calls us to 
faithfulness, not perfection, 
and He promises to work 
through our weaknesses to 
accomplish His glory.”

Sunday School for all ages 
meets at 9 a.m. each Sunday 
morning. 

The church’s worship ser-
vices start at 10:15 a.m. on 
Sunday. 

The church has a prayer time 
at 6 p.m. on Wednesday. The 
church has a youth program 
which meets at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday. 

The church has a bus which 
runs for all of its programs and 
services. Information is avail-
able by calling the church’s 
office during the day.

First Baptist Church is locat-
ed at 409 Morgan St. in Anna. 
The church’s phone number is 
833-5416. The church’s web-
site is www.annafirst.org. The 
church’s YouTube address is 
Anna First Live Stream.

McGrath receives Service
Award from Edward Jones

Phillip McGrath, an Edward 
Jones financial advisor in Anna, 
recently received the firm’s 
Service Award.

The award recognizes 15 
years of hard work and enthu-
siasm with Edward Jones.

The Service Award is first 
earned after five years of service 
at the firm and at every five-year 
increment thereafter. 

McGrath was one of Edward 
Jones’ 3,987 financial advisors 
to receive the award.

“I can’t believe it’s been 15 
years,” McGrath said in a news 
release. “This firm has proved 
to be everything I expected. It 
is truly dedicated to individual 
investors and understanding 
each investor’s unique financial 
goals. For that reason, I am 
proud to represent this firm in 
Anna.”

The Edward Jones branch of-
fice business model, with nearly 
16,000 branches throughout 
North America, allows the 
firm’s more than 19,000 finan-
cial advisors to identify what 

matters most to each individual 
client and create personalized 
strategies, with the goal of 
developing long-lasting rela-
tionships to help keep them on 
track toward their goals.

McGrath’s office is located at 
311 S. Main St. in Anna.

Edward Jones is a leading 
North American financial ser-
vices firm, with 20,000 finan-
cial advisors as of Nov. 4, 2024. 

The firm serves more than 
8 million clients with a total 
of $2.2 trillion in client assets 
under care as of Sept. 27, 2024. 

Edward Jones’ purpose is to 
partner for positive impact to 
improve the lives of its clients 
and colleagues, and together, 
better communities and society. 

Through the dedication of the 
firm’s approximately 54,000 as-
sociates and a  branch presence 
in 68 percent of U.S. counties 
and most Canadian provinces 
and territories, the firm is com-
mitted to helping more people 
achieve financially what is most 
important to them. 
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News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A morning worship service 

was held Sunday, Dec. 29.
Announcements were given 

by Jessica Elkins. Music was 
led by Pastor Randy Wright and 
the worship team.

A message titled “To Be 
Better Today Than Yesterday” 
was brought by Pastor Wright. 
Scripture was from 2 Corinthi-
ans and Ephesians.

There was no Sunday eve-
ning service. 

Birthdays: Curt Lyerla, Dec. 
31; Ed Grisham, Jan. 3.

Anniversary: Robert and 
Nancy Smith, Jan. 1. 

Sunday, Jan. 5

Breakfast, 9 a.m. Sunday 
School, 9:30 a.m. Morning 
service, 10:35 a.m. Evening 
worship service, 6 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 7
NDI board meeting, 6 p.m. 

Church board meeting, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8
A Wednesday night service 

is planned at 6:30 p.m. in the 
sanctuary. A youth group meet-
ing is planned at 6:30 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall.

The church can be contacted 
by calling the church office at 
833-6702 and leaving a  mes-
sage if necessary or by calling 
Pastor Wright at 618-534-7103.

Arrest made in connection with fatal accident involving state trooper
Illinois State Police, ISP, 

Division of Criminal In-
vestigation Zone 1 on Dec. 
24 announced the arrest of 
69-year-old John Fleet of 
Wilmington in connection 
with Scott’s Law (a Class 4 
felony) after a fatal crash the 
night before involving Troop-
er Clay M. Carns.

Around 9:42 p.m. on Mon-
day, Dec. 23, ISP reported 
that Trooper Carns observed 
debris in a lane on south-
bound I-55 just north of 
Blodgett Road near Chan-
nahon. 

He initiated his emergen-
cy lights, pulling over to 
the right shoulder. Trooper 

Carns exited his vehicle and 
was standing in the lane 
grabbing the debris when a 
Chevrolet Silverado struck 
Trooper Carns. The driver of 
the Chevrolet was identified 
as John Fleet.

Trooper Carns was taken to 
St. Joseph Hospital in Joliet, 
where at approximately 10:45 
p.m., he succumbed to his 
injuries. Fleet was not injured 
and remained on the scene.

Trooper Carns was 35 
years old and served 11 years 
as an officer with ISP. He was 
assigned to Troop 3. 

He is survived by his wife 
Meghan, children Gray and 
Ally, parents Patti and Dan-

ny Carns and siblings Chad 
Carns, Erica (Carns) Raciack 
and Elyssa Carns.

On Dec. 24, the Will Coun-
ty state’s attorney’s office ap-
proved a Scott’s Law charge 
against Fleet. ISP also issued 
Fleet multiple Illinois Vehicle 
Code citations. The charges 
were not detainable offenses 
and Fleet was released.

As of Dec. 24, ISP had suf-
fered 26 Move Over Law-re-
lated crashes, with 12 troop-
ers injured and one death. 

In 2023, ISP had 21 Move 
Over Law-related crashes, 
with seven troopers injured; 
and suffered 25 crashes in 
2022 leaving 13 troopers 

injured. 
The Move Over Law, also 

known as “Scott’s Law” in 
Illinois, requires all drivers to 
move over when approaching 
an emergency vehicle or any 
vehicle with its emergency or 
hazard lights activated.

A person who violates the 
Move Over Law faces a fine 
of no less than $250 and no 
more than $10,000 for a first 
offense. 

If the violation results in 
injury to another person, the 
violator’s driver’s license 
will be suspended for a man-
datory period of anywhere 
between six months and two 
years. 



HELP 
WANTED

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

REAL 
ESTATE

REAL 
ESTATE

HELP WANTED: The 
City of Anna, IL is accept-
ing applications for the 
position of a Full-Time 
General Laborer, as well 
as, a Full Time/Part Time 
General Laborer. Candi-
dates must be at least 18 
years of age. Please con-
tact the Human Resources 
Department at 618-833-
8528 with any questions. 
Applications will be avail-
able for interested candi-
dates at Anna City Hall or 
online at cityofanna.org. 
Please return employment 
application to the Human 
Resources Department at 
Anna City Hall, 103 Mar-
ket Street Anna, IL 62906 
or by email to mmcreyn-
olds@cityofanna.org. Po-
sitions will remain open 
until filled. EOE      4-5gp

HELP WANTED: Au-
tomotive Mechanics in-
structor for Five County 
Regional Vocational Sys-
tem located in Tamms. 
Qualification: 60 semester 
hours of accredited col-
lege credit and documen-
tation evidence of 2,000 
hours of work experience 
in the automotive me-
chanic repair field, and 
necessary requirements 
for Illinois licensure. In-
terested persons should 
send letter of application 
and resume to Patrick 
Harner, Five County Re-
gional Vocational System, 
P.O. Box 70, Tamms, IL 
62988 or patrickphar-
ner@fivecountyrvs.com   

2-3p, 3-4g

Looking to buy a home, 
very private.  Around 
1,800 to 2,000 sq ft., acre-
age OK. Location in the 
city limits or AJ vicinity.  
Call 618-614-2777. 3-5gp

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
MARILYN D. 

LANGHOLF TOLER,
DECEASED

NO. 2024-PR-29
IN PROBATE

NOTICE OF DEATH 
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION, 
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of 
Marilyn D. Langholf Tol-
er, of Anna, Illinois. Let-
ters of Office were issued 
on Dec. 20, 2024, to Doug 
Bridgeman, 605 Barrin-
ger School Lane, Anna, 
Illinois 62906 as Inde-
pendent Executor, whose 
attorney is Elvis C. Cam-
eron, 205B N. Main St., 
Anna, Illinois.
Further notice is given 

to descendants of Shirley 
Toler, fi any, and to Dale 
Lawrence, whose where-
abouts is unknown, as to 
the rights detailed herein.
Within 42 days after the 

effective date of the orig-
inal Order of admission, 
you may file a petition 
with the Court to requite 
proof of the Will by tes-
timony of the witnesses 

in open Court or other 
evidence, as as provided 
by Section 5/6-21 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/6-21.)
You also have the right, 

under Section 5/8-1 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/8-1), to contest the va-
lidity of the Will by filing 
a petition with the Court 
within six (6) months af-
ter admission of the Will 
to probate.
The estate will be ad-

ministered without Court 
supervision unless, under 
Section 5/28-4 of the Pro-
bate Act (Ill. Compiled 
Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, Par. 
5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Inde-
pendent Administration 
at any time by mailing 
or delivering a petition to 
terminate to the Clerk of 
this Court.
Claims against the es-

tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Clerk of this 
court at the Union Coun-
ty Courthouse, 309 W. 
Market St., Jonesboro, 
Illinois, or with the Inde-
pendent Executor, or both, 
on or before July 2, 2025, 
or if mailing or delivery of 
a notice from the Execu-
tor is required by Section 
5/18-5 of the Probate Act 
of the State of Illinois the 
date stated in that notice. 
Any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered by the 
claimant to the Executor 
and to the attorneys with-
in ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.

Dated: 
December 20, 2024.

DOUG BRIDGEMAN
CAMERON LAW 

FIRM, LLC
ELVIS C. CAMERON

ATTORNEY FOR 
INDEPENDENT 

EXECUTOR
205B N. MAIN ST.
ANNA, ILLINOIS 

62906
PHONE: 618-833-2220

ARDC# 6244394
8221-949156

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

FARMERS STATE 
BANK OF ALTO PASS,
a state chartered bank,

Plaintiff,

vs.

BRONSON 
SHADOWENS; 

BRANDON
SHADOWENS; 

UNKNOWN HEIRS 
OR

LEGATEES OF 
SHEILA R. YATES 

f/k/a
SHEILA R. 

SHADOWENS, 
Deceased;
DAVID B. 

GARAVALIA, as 
Special

Representative of Sheila 
R. Yates f/k/a

Sheila R. Shadowens, 
deceased; UNKNOWN
OWNERS; AND NON-

RECORD
CLAIMANTS,

Defendants.

No. 2024-FC-5

NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is 

hereby given that pur-
suant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure entered by 
the Court in the above-en-
titled cause the property 
hereinafter described or 

so much thereof as shall 
be sufficient to satisfy said 
judgment, will be sold to 
the highest bidder.
(A) The name, address 

and telephone number of 
the person to contact for 
information regarding the 
real estate is: Tom Jones, 
55 N. Elm, Alto Pass, Il-
linois, 62905, (618) 893-
2464.
(B) The common ad-

dress and other common 
description, if any, of the 
real estate is: 1210 Bethel 
Church Road, Cobden, IL.
(C) The legal description 

of the real estate is:
A part of the North Half 

of the Northeast Quarter 
of the Northeast Quarter 
of Section 26, in Town-
ship 11 South, Range 1 
West of the Third Prin-
cipal Meridian described 
as follows: Beginning 
at the Northwest corner 
of the North Half of the 
Northeast Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter of Sec-
tion 26, in Township 11 
South, Range 1 West of 
the Third Principal Me-
ridian; thence easterly 
along the North line of 
the said North Half of said 
Quarter-Quarter to the 
Northeast corner of said 
North Half of said Quar-
ter-Quarter, a distance of 
1320 feet, more or less; 
thence southerly along the 
East line of the said North 
Half of said Quarter-Quar-
ter a distance of 208.7 feet 
to a point; thence westerly 
parallel to the North line 
of said North Half of said 
Quarter-Quarter to a point 
on the West line of said 
North Half of said Quar-
ter-Quarter which is 208.7 
feet South of the point of 
beginning; thence north-
erly along the West line of 
the said North Half of said 
Quarter-Quarter a dis-
tance of 208.7 feet to the 
point of beginning, situat-
ed in the County of Union 
and State of Illinois.
(D) The description of 

the improvements on the 
real estate is: A 3 bed-
room, 2 bathroom home 
with approximately 1,560 
square feet of gross living 
area.
(E) The time and place 

of the sale are: Public 
sale at 9:00 o’clock a.m. 
on January 22, 2025, in 
the Lobby of the Union 
County Courthouse, 309 
W. Market Street, Jones-
boro, Illinois.
(F) The terms of the 

sale are: Cash or certified 
check or the equivalent 
thereof at the time of sale.
(G) Title to the real es-

tate will be conveyed 
subject to all general real 
estate taxes which are a 
lien upon the real estate, 
and special assessments, 
if any; other exceptions, 
reservations, licenses, if 
any, set forth in the title 
insurance commitment, 
easements, covenants and 
restrictions of record, and 
parties in possession.

FARMERS STATE 
BANK OF ALTO PASS

BY:
Michael R. Twomey, 

One of Plaintiff’s 
attorneys

BARRETT, TWOMEY, 
BROOM, HUGHES & 

HOKE, LLP
Attorneys at Law

100 North Illinois Ave.
P.O. Box 3747
Carbondale, IL 

62902-3747
Tel: (618) 457-0437

e-mail: mrtwomey@
btbhh.com

8221-948705
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is 

hereby given that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Fore-
closure entered by the 
Circuit Court of the First 
Judicial Circuit, Union 
County, Illinois, Case 
No. 2024-FC-5, FARM-
ERS STATE BANK OF 
ALTO PASS, a state char-
tered bank v. BRONSON 
SHADOWENS, et al., 
Defendants, the property 
hereinafter described or 
so much thereof as shall 
be sufficient to satisfy said 
judgment, will be sold to 
the highest bidder.
Contact Tom Jones, 

Farmers State Bank of 
Alto Pass, 55 N. Elm, Alto 
Pass, Illinois, 62905, tele-
phone: (618) 893-2464, 
for information regarding 
the real estate.
The common address of 

the real estate is as fol-
lows: 1210 Bethel Church 
Road, Cobden, Illinois.
Improvements on the 

real estate are: A 3 bed-
room, 2 bathroom home 
with approximately 1,560 
square feet of gross living 
area.
Public sale to be held at 

9:00 o’clock a.m. on Jan-
uary 22, 2025, in the Lob-
by of the Union County 
Courthouse, 309 W. Mar-
ket Street, Jonesboro, Il-
linois.
The terms of the sale will 

be cash or certified check 
or the equivalent thereof 
at the time of sale.
Title to the real estate 

will be conveyed sub-
ject to all general real 
estate taxes which are a 
lien upon the real estate, 
and special assessments, 
if any; other exceptions, 
reservations, licenses, if 
any, set forth in the title 
insurance commitment, 
easements, covenants and 
restrictions of record, and 
parties in possession.

FARMERS STATE 
BANK OF ALTO PASS, 

Plaintiff
BY:

Michael R. Twomey, one 
of Plaintiff’s attorneys

BARRETT, TWOMEY, 
BROOM, HUGHES & 

HOKE, LLP
Attorneys at Law
100 North Illinois 

Avenue
P.O. Box 3747
Carbondale, IL 

62902-3747
Tel: (618) 457-0437

e-mail: mrtwomey@
btbhh.com

8221-948705

News from

First Baptist Church, Jonesboro
On Sunday, Dec. 29, 

Pastor Perry Williams 
spoke in the morning 
service. 

H i s  m e s s a g e  a d -
dressed the story of a 
childless couple, the par-
ents of John the Baptist. 
The message shared that 
“even though Zechari-
ah had unbelief, God’s 
promise could not be 
canceled.” Scripture was 
from Luke in the New 
Testament.

The service was sent 
by transmitter station 
87.9 for those who want-
ed to listen on the radio. 
The service was also live 
streamed on Facebook. 
The church’s Facebook 
page, Jonesboro FBC, 
has videos and the lat-
est information about 
church events.

Music director Dee 
Rose led worship. Deb-
bie York was the pianist. 
Marlee Smith sang the 
song, “We All Bleed the 
Same.”

Avery Goines and 
Danielle Mayfield were 
baptized and welcomed 
into the church family.

 Men’s  and wom-
en’s Bible studies were 
scheduled at 6 p.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 30.

The church office was 
closed Wednesday, Jan. 
1, for New Year’s Day.

Women on Mission 
plan to meet at 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday, today.

Birthdays: Evanne 
Osman, Dec. 26; Larry 
Rendleman, Dec. 30; 

Mary Lou Wright, Dec. 
31; Jean Lynn, Jan. 2; 
Regina Osman, Jan. 3. 

The regular schedule 
for worship at Jonesboro 
First Baptist includes 
Sunday School classes 
on Sundays at 9 a.m., 
Sunday morning worship 
at 10 a.m. and Sunday 
evening worship at 6 
p.m. 

Youth meet from 6 
p.m. to 7 p.m. on Sun-
days and from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. on Wednesdays. 

The Dig-In program 
for children meets at 6 
p.m. on Wednesdays.

An adult prayer meet-
ing and Bible study are 
scheduled on Wednes-
days at 6 p.m. 

Intended for Last 
Week

On Sunday, Dec. 22, 
Pastor Perry Williams 
spoke in the morning 
service. His message 
addressed “angels who 
do the will of God by 
not only announcing 
good news, but also by 
protecting us.” He told 
the story of Elisha and 
his servant surrounded 
by angels on horses and 
chariots of fire. Scripture 
was from 2 Kings in the 
Old Testament.

Connor Benbrook led 
worship in the absence 
of music director Dee 
Rose. Debbie York was 
the pianist. Molly Jones 
sang the song “Angels 
Among Us.”

On Tuesday evening, 
Dec. 26, a Christmas Eve 

service was held.
The church office 

was closed Tuesday and 
Wednesday, Dec. 24-
25, for the Christmas 
holiday.

Young people from the 
church planned to attend 
a Youth Extreme Con-
ference Friday through 
Sunday, Dec. 27-29.

Birthdays: Carolyn 
Harvel, Stacy Hill, Dec. 
24.

Anniversary: Michael 
and Stacy Freeman, Dec. 
23, two years.

Anna VFW 
calendar
of events

Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Carroll P. Foster 
Post No. 3455 of Anna 
has announced its sched-
ule of events.  The post 
is located at 70 VFW Ln. 
near Anna. The schedule 
includes:

A fish fry wil l  be 
served Jan. 3 from 4:30 
p.m. to 6 p.m. Star Ka-
raoke will be at the post 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Mys t i fy  Mus ic  i s 
scheduled to be at the 
post from 7 p.m. to 11 
p.m. Jan. 10.

The canteen is sched-
uled to be open from 1 
p.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday 
through Thursday and 
from 1 p.m. to 12 a.m. 
on Friday and Satur-
day. The canteen will 
be closed on Christmas 
Day.

State agencies monitoring avian
flu morality events in waterfowl

The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources, 
IDNR, reported Friday, 
Dec. 20, that it was mon-
itoring a large event of 
waterfowl mortality at nu-
merous locations through-
out the state.

Test results which had 
been received indicated 
highly pathogenic avian 
influenza, HPAI, was the 
cause. 

The public is reminded 
by IDNR to not handle or 
attempt to capture water-
fowl or other wild birds 
displaying signs of illness.

IDNR will continue to 
monitor for HPAI mortal-
ity events throughout the 
state during the seasonal 
bird migration.  

Members of the public 
are encouraged to report 
concentrations of five or 
more deceased birds found 
at one location to IDNR 
district wildlife biologists 
by going online at wildli-
feillinois.org.

Due to risk of infection 
to other animals, dogs and 
other pets should be kept 
away from the carcasses 
of birds that may have died 
from HPAI. 

If carcasses need to be 
disposed of, IDNR recom-
mends following guidance 
from the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health, 
IDPH, which can be found 
online at dph.illinois.gov.

IDNR is unable to assist 
with carcass removal from 
non-IDNR properties in 
most situations. 

Local animal control 
agencies should also take 
similar precautions and 
follow the guidelines in 
disposing of dead birds. 
In addition, IDPH recom-
mends:

Do not send dying or 
dead birds to veterinari-
ans, wildlife refuges, etc., 
for testing. Instead, notify 
your local health depart-
ment or alert IDNR wild-
life biologists in cases of 
five or more deceased birds 
found in one location.

People can get on anti-
viral medications after ex-
posures to prevent illness.

If the public develops 

any symptoms of the “flu,” 
such as fever, cough, sore 
throat, difficulty breathing, 
body aches, headaches, 
eye redness, vomiting or 
diarrhea, after exposure 
to sick or dead birds, they 
are asked to notify the 
local health department im-
mediately. Upon seeking 
medical attention, please 
let any health care facility 
know of your exposure, 
IDPH advised.

Treatment must be start-
ed within two days of ill-
ness for it to be most effec-
tive, so the public is urged 
to not delay seeking care.

“While avian influen-
za generally poses a low 

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)          By Suzan Harvel

Another Swing in 
Weather

We’ve had another 
swing of spring to winter 
weather. I really wish it 
would stick with one and 
at this point I don’t really 
care which that is. 

The creeks have been 
at a high level and some 
are overflowing at this 
point with the rain we’ve 
received this last week. 

The Mississippi River 
sure doesn’t seem to be 
getting much of it though. 
I’ve been watching the 
land creep closer and 
closer to the shipping 
channels and wonder if 
the northern states are go-
ing to get enough rain and 
snow in an abundance to 
flow downstream in the 
spring of this new year. 
It certainly didn’t happen 
in 2024. 

Change...
As we enter this new 

year, we are also dealing 
with a change in our gov-
ernment. I guess time will 

tell if that’s a good thing 
or not. 

Every year since I be-
came old enough to vote 
(the 1970s) it seems each 
president brought some 
of both the good and bad. 

It’s certainly not a job 
I would want. Have you 
noticed how quickly they 
seem to age after taking 
office? I sure as heck 
don’t need any help with 
THAT.

After Christmas...
For now, I guess I bet-

ter quit rattling on and 
work on packing away all 
the Christmas debris. It 
sure didn’t seem like that 
much when I put it out. I 
suspect it’s like laundry 
and dust…it multiplies 
while you sleep. 

Happy New Year
Happy New Year to 

you all. We hope each of 
you had a most safe and 
joyous holiday and that 
the new year brings you 
great health, prosperity 
and joy.

Union 
County 
Fixin’s 

By Suzan Harvel
Wassail 

From Vickie Jacobs
Sparta, Illinois

4 lemons, cut in half
4 oranges, cut in half
1 1/2 quarts of water
Spice mix: 3 cinna-

mon sticks, 2 teaspoons 
whole allspice, 2 tea-
spoons whole cloves, 2 
whole nutmegs

1/2 cup of honey or 
granulated sugar

1 gallon clear apple 
cider

2 bottles cranberry 
juice

In large stock pot, 
bring to a boil the lemons, 
oranges, water and spice 
mix. DO NOT press on 
fruit. Reduce heat and let 
simmer for 30 minutes.

Strain the mixture into 
another pot or large heat 
proof bowl, but DO NOT 
squeeze the fruit, as it will 
make it bitter. Discard 
fruit and spices.

Put the strained liquid 
back into the stock pot 
and add remaining ingre-
dients. Heat on medium 
until hot and sugar is 
dissolved. 

Serve warm and re-
frigerate leftovers (keep 
empty bottles from cider 
and juice). 

risk to the population, 
it is essential to take the 
necessary steps to avoid 
exposure, and to seek 
treatment quickly if you 
are exposed,” IDPH di-
rector Dr. Sameer Vohra 
said. “We encourage all 
Illinoisans to follow the 
advice of the experts at 
IDNR in order to avoid 
contact with sick birds, 
and to take any potential 
exposure seriously. These 
common-sense steps can 
help reduce the likelihood 
of spreading this illness.”

IDNR recommends that 
wildlife rehabilitators not 
accept waterfowl and oth-
er aquatic birds because of 
the elevated risk of infec-
tion by HPAI at this time. 

Caution should also 
be taken when accept-
ing raptors, scavengers 
and other birds displaying 
signs of illness due to risk 
of exposure to HPAI. Fur-
ther guidance for wildlife 
rehabilitators regarding 
HPAI can be found online.

IDNR reminds water-
fowl hunters to take pre-
cautions and thoroughly 
cook game meat to an 
internal temperature of 
165 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Avoid handling sick or 
dead waterfowl found in 
the field. Further guidance 
for hunters can be found 
online.

In addition to detec-
tions in wild birds, Illinois 
and other states across the 
United States have seen 
detections in poultry.

“The Illinois Depart-
ment of Agriculture, 
IDOA, encourages poultry 
owners to be aware of the 
risk, increase biosecurity 
measure and prevent con-
tact with wild birds,” said 
Dr. Mark Ernst, IDOA 
state veterinarian. “In addi-
tion, we encourage poultry 
owners to report unusually 
large mortalities in their 
flocks and to be aware of 
IDPH’s recommendations 
regarding exposure to sick 
birds.”

The Gazette-Democrat 
Classified Section

Anna Office
618-833-2158 

classifieds@annanews.com
AD DEADLINE IS 3 P.M. MONDAY

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds .....................35¢ per word

$8.00 minimum for each paid ad per week

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .....................................$14.00
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THURSDAY JANUARY 2, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams ESPN Orig i nal Bang (HD) (4:00) Col lege
Bas ket ball (HD)

Big City (5:03) “Im i ta tion”
(‘14)

(5:00) “Movie” aaac “The
Hate ful Eight”
(‘15, West ern)
Sam uel L. Jack -
son. (R) (HD)

:30 Lo cal Bang (HD) (:25) “Movie”

7 PM Ext. Makeover Mar riage Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Law & Or der
(HD)

To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

Bang (HD) aaa “Call Me 
by Your Name”
Armie Ham mer.

“Movie”

:30 Ghosts Bang (HD)

8 PM Mur ders (:01) Mat lock
“Claws”

An i mal Law & Or der:
SVU

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Wiz ards

:30 Mur ders Dutch Bang (HD) Wiz ards Waverly
(HD)9 PM Mur ders Mat lock (HD) Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Found (HD) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:

SVU
(:13) “Ja son
Bourne” (‘16)
Matt Damon.

“Movie” “The Dead
Don’t Hurt”
(‘24) Vicky
Krieps. (R)

:30 Mur ders Bang (HD) Wiz ards

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

“Tag” (‘18,
Com edy) Ed
Helms. (R) (HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU Sex
crimes. (HD)

Mi rac u lous

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Mi rac u lous

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Blu ey “Choc o late Fac -
tory”

“Movie” Dex ter: Orig i nal
Sin:30 Night line Mid night Late Night Blu ey

FRIDAY JANUARY 3, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams TBA Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

(:20) “Movie” “Role” (R) (5:00) “Movie” “Braveheart”
(‘95) (R):30 (:43) To Be An -

nounced Info
un avail able.

Bang (HD) “Stevie Van
Zandt: Dis ci -
ple” (‘24) Stevie 
Van Zandt.7 PM High Po ten tial

(HD)
#AtHome Vid eos
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Place aaa “The
Fate of the Fu -
ri ous” (‘17, Ac -
tion) Vin Die sel.

WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(HD)

“Movie” Dex ter: Orig i nal
Sin:30 Lopez vs.

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Fire Coun try
(HD)

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news.

Wiz ards Waverly
(HD)

The Agency
(HD):30

9 PM Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(:05) To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

Law & Or der:
SVU

“Movie” “Scream” (‘96,
Hor ror) Da vid
Arquette. (HD)

“Movie” “The Big
Short” (‘15)
Chris tian Bale.
(R) (HD)

:30 (:45) aaa
“Fast & Fu ri -
ous” (‘09, Ac -
tion) Vin Die sel.
(HD)

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Law & Or der:
SVU:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Big City

11 PM SportsCenter
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (:55) “Scream 2"
(‘97)

“Movie” “The Avi a tor”
(‘04):30 Night line Mid night Lo cal Late Night Big City

THURSDAY
7:00pm

NBC Law & Or der “The Per fect Man” Shaw
and Riley look for some one with a mo tive to kill 
the founder of an AI dat ing app; Benson’s
choice to be a wit ness for the de fense shocks
Price and Maroun. TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
ABC Only Mur ders in the Build ing “Per -
sons of In ter est” Af ter be ing im pli cated in the
mur der of Board Pres i dent Bunny Folger,
Charles, Ol i ver and Mabel must de cide
whether to go af ter the killer them selves.
TVMA (HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

NBC Happy’s Place “Em cee Squared”
Bobbie and Gabby face off over the role of
em cee for the tav ern’s an ni ver sary party, and
Isabella and Steve bet on who will come out on 
top. (HD)

9:00pm
PARSHO The Big Short aaac (2015,
Drama) Chris tian Bale, Steve Carell. Af ter
com ing to the re al iza tion that the global econ -
omy is on the verge of col lapse, four high-fi -
nance out sid ers take on some of the big gest
banks in the US. R (HD)

7:00pm
TBS The Hun ger Games aaa (2012, Ac -
tion) Jennifer Law rence, Stan ley Tucci. In a
post-apoc a lyp tic fu ture, an an nual event is
held in which 24 young peo ple are pit ted
against each other in a bloody game of sur -
vival. PG-13 TV14 (HD)

9:00pm
NBC Sat ur day Night Live NBC’s
award-win ning late-night com edy show case
fea tures sketch com edy, ce leb rity hosts and
mu si cal per for mances live be fore a stu dio au -
di ence. TV14 (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY JANUARY 4, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM (3:30) NFL Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

“Mockingjay”
(‘15)

(3:30) IMSA
WeatherTech
Sports Car
Cham pi on ship
(HD)

Big City “House at End”
(‘12)

(5:00) “Movie” “Mis sion: Im -
pos si ble Ghost
Pro to col” (‘11):30 NFL Spec. Tip-off Big City

7 PM (:15) NFL Foot -
ball “Teams
TBA” (HD)

Elsbeth (HD) Col lege Bas ket -
ball Mich i gan vs
USC (Live)

The Wall (HD) aaa “The
Hun ger
Games” (‘12,
Ac tion) Jennifer
Law rence. (HD)

“Movie” To Be An -
nounced

“Movie”

:30

8 PM 48 Hours (HD) Date line NBC “Mur der Com -
pany” (‘24) (HD):30 ZOMBIES (:38) “It Fol -

lows” (‘15, Hor -
ror) Maika
Mon roe.9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat ur day Night

Live
(:15) To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

9-1-1 (HD) ZOMBIES “Movie”

:30 ZOMBIES “Pan ama” (‘22)
Cole Hauser.
(HD)10 PM (:15) Lo cal Pro -

grams
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Lo cal “The Hun ger
Games: Catch -
ing Fire” (‘13)

9-1-1 (HD) ZOMBIES

:30 Sat ur day Night
Live (HD)

Big City (:22)
“Annabelle:
Cre ation” (‘17)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
9-1-1 (HD) Big City “Movie” Dex ter: Orig i nal

Sin:30 Big City

THURSDAY

MONDAY JANUARY 6, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Foot ball 
“FCS Foot ball
Cham pi on ship:
Fi nal” (Live)
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (:13) “Mys tic
Pizza” (‘88)
Annabeth Gish.
(HD)

(:04) “Sis ters”
(‘15, Com edy)
Tina Fey. (HD)

aaa “Mi -
chael Clay ton”
(‘07) George
Clooney.

:30 Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Will Trent (HD) Neigh bor. 9-1-1: Lone Star Bril liant Minds
(HD)

Bang (HD) WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

“Movie”

:30 Poppa’s Bang (HD)

8 PM Will Trent (HD) NCIS
“Hardboiled”

(:02) Res cue:
HI-Surf

Bril liant Minds
(HD)

Bang (HD) aac “Eat
Pray Love”
(‘10, Drama)
Julia Rob erts.
(HD)

“Mis sis sippi
Ma sa la” Denzel 
Wash ing ton.

Dex ter: Orig i nal
Sin:30 Bang (HD) (:25) Kiff

9 PM Will Trent (HD) NCIS: Or i gins
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Bril liant Minds
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Dad (HD) Kiff The Agency
(HD):30 Dad (HD) Kiff

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Dad (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Wiz ards Waverly
(HD)

aaa “The Se -
crets We Keep”
(‘20)

Dex ter: Orig i nal
Sin:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Dad (HD) “Woman in
Gold” Helen
Mirren.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Sports Dad (HD) Race Alaska

race.
Blu ey The Agency

(HD):30 Night line Mid night Late Night Sports Dad (HD) Blu ey “Fruitvale”

TUESDAY JANUARY 7, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams CFP Rank ings
Show

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

(5:15) “Movie” “X-Men: Apoc a -
lypse” (‘16)
James McAvoy.

“In Time” “The Pledge”
(‘01) (R):30 Bang (HD) “An other

Earth” (‘11) Brit
Marling.7 PM Will Trent (HD) FBI “Trusted”

(HD)
Kitchen Night -
mares

Deal or No Deal
Is land (HD)

To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Wiz ards Dex ter: Orig i nal
Sin:30 Bang (HD) Wiz ards

8 PM High Po ten tial
(HD)

FBI: In ter na -
tional

Doc (HD) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Wiz ards The AFC North (:05) “Beowulf”
(‘07, Fan tasy)
Ray Winstone.

The Agency
(HD):30 Bang (HD) Wiz ards

9 PM The Rookie (HD) FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The Ir ra tio nal
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

ZOMBIES The AFC North “Black Box Di a -
ries” (‘24) (HD):30 Bang (HD) Kiff

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Fam ily Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie aaa “St. Vin -
cent” (‘14) Bill
Murray.

“Par a site” (‘19,
Drama) Song
Kang-ho. (HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily Jessie “The In ter ven -
tion” Clea
DuVall.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Fam ily Law & Or der:

SVU
Blu ey

:30 Night line Mid night Late Night Fam ily Blu ey AFC North

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 8, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams TBA Bang (HD) SVU (HD) (5:10) “Movie” (5:03) “Godzilla”
(‘24)

“Ondine” aaac “The
Avi a tor” (‘04,
Drama) Le o -
nardo DiCaprio.
(PG-13) (HD)

:30 (:43) To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

(:37) “It Co mes
At Night” (‘17)
(R)7 PM Gears The Price Is Right 

at
Spe cial Forces:
World’s Gru el ing 
chal lenge.

Chi cago Med
(HD)

All Elite Wres -
tling: Dy na mite

Wiz ards “Super/Man:
Chris to pher R.”:30 El e men tary Law & Or der:

SVU
Wiz ards

8 PM Ce leb rity Jeop -
ardy!

Raid The Cage
(HD)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Primos (:09) “Im mor -
tals” (‘11, Fan -
tasy) Henry
Cavill.

:30 Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (:50) The AFC
North9 PM What Would You

Do?
Elsbeth “Devil’s
Night”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

(:05) To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

Fam ily Wiz ards aaa “Flight”
(‘12, Drama)
Denzel Wash -
ing ton. (R) (HD)

:30 Fam ily Law & Or der:
SVU

Wiz ards (:50) “Furiosa:
A Mad Max
Saga” (‘24)
Anya Tay lor-Joy.10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Fam ily Wiz ards “Ghost Dog:

The Way of the
Sam u rai” (‘00):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily Law & Or der:
SVU

Wiz ards

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Fam ily Big City

:30 Night line Mid night Late Night Fam ily SVU (HD) Big City “Get Rich”

SUNDAY
7:00pm

HBO Scott Pil grim vs. the World aaac
(2010, Com edy) Mi chael Cera, Mary Eliz a beth
Winstead. In To ronto, a 22-year-old bass gui -
tar ist meets the girl of his dreams, but be fore
be ing with her, he learns that he must bat tle
her seven evil exes. PG-13 (HD)

8:00pm
ABC Toy Story 3 aaaa (2010, Com edy)
Tom Hanks, Tim Allen. As Andy leaves for col -
lege, the toys are packed and do nated to a
daycare, but when things get a lit tle too rough,
they plan a dar ing es cape so they can go
home. G TV G (HD)

MONDAY
7:30pm

CBS Poppa’s House “School Days” Af ter Ju -
nior and Nina’s son is ac cepted into a pres ti -
gious pri vate school, they turn to Poppa for
help with the tu i tion, but he thinks pub lic
school is enough. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
ABC Will Trent “Residente o Visitante” Will
vis its An to nio in Puerto Rico to strengthen his
ties to his late mother; Faith and Ormewood
look for an swers to ques tions about a sex of -
fender’s death. (HD)

8:00pm
CBS FBI: In ter na tional “Touts” Af ter a U.S.
cit i zen and for mer mem ber of the Irish Re pub -
li can Army is shot in Lon don, the team goes on 
the hunt for the mur derer; Smitty vis its her
mother. TV14 (HD)

10:00pm
MAX Par a site aaaa (2019, Drama) Song
Kang-ho, Lee Sun-Kyun. Chaos erupts be -
tween a street-smart fam ily and a wealthy
fam ily when a par a sitic in ter loper jeop ar dizes
their sym bi otic re la tion ship. R (HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
FOX Spe cial Forces: World’s Tough est
Test Fa mous ce leb ri ties tough it out through
the most gru el ing chal lenges from the spe cial
forces se lec tion pro cess, strug gling to sur vive
an other day. (HD)

9:00pm
PARSHO Flight aaa (2012, Drama) Denzel
Wash ing ton, John Good man. When an air line
pi lot saves a flight from crash ing and kill ing the 
pas sen gers, an in ves ti ga tion is forced to take
place to find out the truth. R (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY JANUARY 5, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Home Vid eos
(HD)

NFL Foot ball
(Live)

NFL (Live) Foot ball Amer ica
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (:12) The Last of
Us x

“Mon ster” “Hell or High
Wa ter”:30 The OT Bang (HD) Big City (:34) “Taken”

(‘09) Liam
Neeson.7 PM Home Vid eos

(HD)
The 82nd An -
nual Golden
Globes (HD)

Dutch (:15) Sunday
Night Foot ball
(Live) (HD)

Col lege Foot ball 
“Di vi sion III
Cham pi on ship”
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

aaa “Tan -
gled” (‘10)
Mandy Moore.

“Scott Pil grim
vs. the World”
Mi chael Cera.

Dex ter: Orig i nal
Sin:30 An i mal Bang (HD)

8 PM “Toy Story 3"
(‘10, Com edy)
Tom Hanks.
(HD)

Krapopolis Wipeout Law & Or der:
SVU

(:06) “Crim i nal”
(‘16, Crime)
Kevin Costner.
(R)

The Agency
(HD):30 Uni ver sal StuGo

9 PM Lo cal Pro grams aac “Di ver -
gent” (‘14)
Shailene
Woodley.
(PG-13) (HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City “Fast & Fu ri -
ous” (‘09) Vin
Die sel.

Dex ter: Orig i nal
Sin:30 Big City

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Sports Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City aac “Im mor -
tals” (‘11, Fan -
tasy) Henry
Cavill.

The Agency
(HD):30 Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
SportsCenter
with Scott (HD)

Big City “Warcraft” (‘16) 
Travis Fimmel.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Law & Or der:

SVU
Blu ey Dex ter: Orig i nal

Sin:30 “In sur gent” Blu ey

MONDAY

Television Listings
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Community science project focuses on monitoring local weather data
“Nice weather we’re hav-

ing.” “Looks like rain.” “Can 
you believe how cold it is?” 

Whether the skies are clear, 
or a storm is incoming, people 
pay attention to the weather. 

The weather prompts how 
we dress, where we go, and 
our plans for the day. We can’t 
control it, and it is one thing 
we all experience together. 

It’s in this communal spirit 
that researchers at the Univer-
sity of Illinois and Extension 
are establishing a network 

of volunteer-operated local 
weather data monitoring sta-
tions that will help communi-
ties prepare and adapt to the 
impacts of climate change.

Using a community-based 
approach, researchers with 
the Illinois Microclimate Ex-
tension Team project have 
started gathering climate data 
through a network of monitor-
ing stations and volunteers as 
part of the two-year Extension 
collaboration grant project. 

Samuel Stickley, one of the 

principal investigators for the 
grant, said consistently gather-
ing temperature, precipitation 
and other weather data points 
from multiple locations at a 
local scale gives researchers 
the data they need to model 
real-world microclimate con-
ditions, such as urban heat 
islands, in a way that weather 
stations cannot. 

“Understanding microcli-
mate conditions can greatly 
help in assessing which com-
munities in our cities are more 

vulnerable to extreme climate 
conditions and allow us to tar-
get locations that would most 
benefit from climate change 
mitigation and adaptation 
plans, such as urban forestry 
programs,” said Stickley, a 
teaching assistant professor, 
Natural Resources and Envi-
ronmental Sciences. 

The data also would help 
scientists understand how 
plants and animals are af-
fected by changing climate 
conditions.

The goal is to set up a 
network of six weather moni-
toring stations and 80 climate 
logging systems, first in east 
central Illinois and then in the 
Chicago area. 

Weather stations are being 
set up at schools in Urbana, 
Champaign, and Danville and 
several climate logger systems 
have been placed around the 
University of Illinois Urba-
na-Champaign campus, in-
cluding at the historic Morrow 
Plots, as a starting point. 

Project staff will work with 
teachers to integrate the proj-
ect into their classrooms and 
students will gain hands-on 
science experience collecting 
climate data, maintaining the 
equipment and exploring the 
results. 

Climate logging systems 
will be housed at local Exten-
sion offices and with Master 
Gardener and Master Natu-
ralist volunteers who will be 
trained on how to collect and 
report data. 
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                         By Geof Skinner

Stop at a flower
A monarch butterfly made a stop at a flower at Stinson 

Memorial Public Library in Anna. File photo.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced in December 

that it is proposing protection for the monarch butterfly.
The service is encouraging the public to be part of the mon-

arch butterfly’s recovery. 
The Service is seeking public input on a proposal to list the 

species as threatened with species-specific protections and 
flexibilities to encourage conservation under section 4(d) of 
the Endangered Species Act, ESA. 

Public comments will be accepted on the proposal until 
March 12, 2025. The Service will then evaluate the comments 
and any additional information on the species and determine 
whether to list the monarch butterfly. 

“The iconic monarch butterfly is cherished across North 
America, captivating children and adults throughout its fasci-
nating lifecycle. Despite its fragility, it is remarkably resilient, 
like many things in nature when we just give them a chance,” 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service firector Martha Williams said 
in a news release.

“Science shows that the monarch needs that chance, and this 
proposed listing invites and builds on unprecedented public 
participation in shaping monarch conservation efforts. Provid-
ing monarchs with enough milkweed and nectar plants, even in 
small areas, can help put them on the road to recovery. Working 
together, we can help make this extraordinary species a legacy 
for our children and generations to come.”

The Service noted that for more than 50 years, the ESA has 
been an effective catalyst for on-the-ground collaborative con-
servation, promoting the recovery of wildlife and conserving 
the habitats upon which they depend. This proposed rule will 
help build on and enhance monarch conservation efforts while 
balancing activities in support of economic growth.

With its notable orange and black markings, the monarch 
butterfly is one of the most recognizable insects in the world. 

In North America, monarchs are grouped into two long-
distance migratory populations. 

The eastern migratory population is the largest and overwin-
ters in the mountains of central Mexico. 

The western migratory population primarily overwinters in 
coastal California. 

In the 1980s, over 4.5 million western monarchs flocked 
to overwintering grounds in coastal California. In the mid-
1990s, an estimated 380 million eastern monarchs made the 
long-distance journey to overwintering grounds in Mexico, 
completing one of the longest insect migrations in the world.

Today, the eastern migratory population is estimated to have 
declined by approximately 80 percent. 

The western migratory population has declined by more than 
95 percent since the 1980s, putting the western populations at 
greater than 99 percent chance of extinction by 2080. 

During this same period, the probability of extinction for 
eastern monarchs ranges from 56 to 74 percent, according to 
the Service’s most recent species status assessment.

Threats to monarchs include loss and degradation of breed-
ing, migratory and overwintering habitat; exposure to insecti-
cides; and the effects of climate change.

Although many people have already helped conserve the but-
terfly, additional habitat and protections are needed to ensure 
the species is conserved for future generations. 

The proposal to list the monarch butterfly, and designate criti-
cal habitat, was to have been published in the Federal Register 
on Dec. 12, 2024. 

A 90-day comment period began Dec. 12 and closes on 
March 12, 2025. Information about how to submit comments 
can be found on regulations.gov by searching for docket number 
FWS-R3-ES-2024-0137. This docket also includes information 
about how to attend two virtual public information meetings, 
and associated public hearings, about this listing proposal. 

The Service noted that everyone can play a role in saving the 
monarch butterfly. Because of the species’ general habitat use 
and wide distribution, all sectors of society have an opportunity 
to participate in a broad range of conservation efforts throughout 
the butterfly’s range. 

More information about the monarch listing proposal, and 
how to help conserve monarch butterflies, can be found online 
at https://www.fws.gov/monarch. 

Public input sought 
on proposal to protect 
monarch butterfly

Keeping holiday season traditions alive...

So many things to ponder...and so little time and space...
Last Sunday’s passing of Jimmy Carter brought back a special 

memory for a young reporter who was “covering” a presiden-
tial campaign for the very first time. Mr. Carter made a stop in 
Carbondale during the closing weeks of the 1976 presidential 
campaign, which he went on to win. (Yes...recalling an event 
in 1976 dates your writer...)

 The young reporter learned rather quickly, with some en-
couragement from a rather large member of the law enforce-
ment community, that there is a process involved in covering 
a presidential campaign. One does not just show up at such 
events; certain “credentials” are required. The young reporter 
managed to get a photograph of the candidate...and learned to 
do better the next time. 

He went on to cover presidential campaign events for Paul 
Simon (the senator, not the singer) and Bill Clinton; along with 
visits to the region by Presidents Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton 
and Donald Trump. 

Meanwhile... 
Seems hard to believe that Christmas Day...and then New 

Year’s Day...have already come and gone...and here we are in 
the year 2025...which, for reasons unknown, makes me think 
about a song from 1969 sung by Zager and Evans...

Hope everybody had a nice holiday. Our Christmas holiday 
celebration included keeping a tradition or two alive...and 
creating some memories for the holiday season...

On the morning of Christmas Eve, we went on a mini road 
trip which took us to the bottomlands in western Union County 
and back home again. We were accompanied by a visitor from 
the Show Me State, which was could be seen off to the west 
in the form of a distant gray tree line on the other side of the 
Mississippi River.

We treated our holiday visitor to a little bit of the history of 
Union County, along with some of the natural beauty of this 
little corner of the world which we call home. One of our stops 
was at the Trail of Tears State Forest so your writer could con-
tinue a Christmas Eve tradition of wandering through a creek 
bed...this time with company. 

One more Christmas Eve tradition continued in the dark of 
a rainy evening when yours truly cooked some “delicacies” 
on the grill in the backyard. A little bit of rain didn’t dampen 
things...much. At least rain was better than sleet, snow and a 
temperature around 10 degrees...all three of which have been 
part of the tradition. 

Meanwhile...
How ‘bout a few Critter Sighting Updates?
Bald eagle near Ware? Yup. We spotted what is now the na-

tion’s “official bird,” thanks to a measure signed on Christmas 
Eve by President Joe Biden. We saw the bald eagle in a tree 
line alongside a watery area in metropolitan Ware during our 
day-before-Christmas journey. Seemed like very good timing.

Geese at the Union County State Fish and Wildlife Area near 
Ware. Yup. Two of ‘em. Not two thousand. Just two. In a pool 
of water. Along with some mallard ducks and other waterfowl 
of some sort.

A lone turtle on a log. Yup. Again, on Christmas Eve, not far 
from where we saw the bald eagle. We couldn’t figure out why a 
turtle was out and about on Christmas Eve, which leads us to... 

Turtles in the pond at the Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds 
in Jonesboro on the 19th day of December. Yup. Go figure. The 
temperature at the time yours truly paid a visit to the park was 
46 degrees. The sun was shining, but a chill wind was blowing. 
Maybe the turtles were watching for reindeer...

...and, a lone rabbit on a cold, windy Monday evening. Yup. 
Monday. On my daily walkabout. In the cold. And the wind. 
And, if we can believe the weather forecast, walkabouts could 
get colder...with some snow thrown in...

Enough for now. Hope you have a Happy New Year...

A turtle...in December? One brave reptile was seen en-
joying the sunshine about a week before Christmas at the 
Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds in Jonesboro. 

A bald eagle was spotted on the morning of Christmas Eve 
high in the bare limbs of a tree just west of Illinois Route 3 
in Ware. The eagle was kind enough to stay put for a photo 
or two and then flew away...probably to do some last-minute 
Christmas shopping.

Two geese were seen during a Christmas Eve visit to the 
Union County State Fish and Wildlife Area. 

Conditions changed rather quickly in a creek bed at the 
Trail of Tears State Forest. On Christmas Eve, the location 
was dry enough to go for a walk, which allowed for a tradi-
tion to continue. By Sunday afternoon, walking in the creek 
bed likely would have resulted in wet, cold feet.

Educators awarded grants
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative continues to invest 

in the education of students throughout its service community.
The cooperative’s Touchstone Energy Classroom Grant 

program is providing seven area educators with additional 
resources to further improve their classrooms and the overall 
experience for their students.

The educators will receive $500 towards their projects.
Those receiving grants, by school district, included:
Lick Creek School District No. 16: Crystal Knueven.
Anna School District No. 37: Leslie Thurston, Morgan 

Politte, Lori Randolph, Melisa Taylor
Jonesboro School District No. 43: Stephanie Hill.
Vienna High School District No. 133: Craig Bradley.

University of Illinois Extension has announced a 2025 Paid 
Summer Internship Program for area students.

The program offers a  chance for students to gain hands-on 
experience, build marketable job skills and explore potential 
career paths. 

The 10-week program is scheduled to run from June 2 
through Aug. 8, 2025.

Student in the program will have an opportunity to immerse 
themselves in community-driven fieldwork while earning an 
hourly wage of $17.

Students from accredited universities or community colleges 
who are enrolled in the spring 2025 semester and maintain an 
overall grade point average of 2.5 or higher are encouraged by 
Extension to apply for the program. 

This competitive program offers 27 internship positions 
throughout Illinois, including placements in Alexander, John-
son, Massac, Pulaski and Union counties. 

Interns will work within one of six key focus areas: 4-H 
youth development. Family and consumer sciences. Agriculture 
and agribusiness. Community and economic development. 
Natural resources, energy and environment. Integrated health 
disparities.

“This internship program provides students with an incred-
ible opportunity to gain practical, real-world experience while 

contributing to meaningful projects within local communities,” 
said Ife Adesoye, SNAP-Ed educator, in a news release. “Stu-
dents will not only earn income but also develop skills that will 
make them more competitive in the job market.”

The program offers students a mentored experience with 
the potential to earn academic credit. Interns will engage in 
impactful community projects, working alongside seasoned 
professionals in the field. 

Each position is considered a security-sensitive role, and 
comprehensive background checks will be conducted for all 
applicants.

Application Process  
The deadline to apply is 5 p.m. Jan. 15, 2025. Interested 

students are advised to submit the following application 
materials: Resume. Cover letter. One professional letter of 
recommendation.  

Applications are to be sent to Ife Adesoye at iadesoye@il-
linois.edu. Students from diverse backgrounds are encouraged 
to apply, as the University of Illinois Extension is committed to 
equal opportunity and affirmative action employment practices.

Extension offering Paid Summer Internship Program

John M. Hamilton became governor of Illinois on Feb. 6, 
1883. He succeeded Shelby M. Cullom, who resigned to be-
come a U.S. Senator.


