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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

Winter storm brings heavy snow to area Friday

Cleaning up after winter ice storm
City of Anna workers were picking up and removing downed tree limbs and branches along North Main Street in Anna Wednesday morning, 

Jan. 8. The damage was caused by a winter ice storm which occurred Sunday, Jan. 5. 

Heavy snow falls Friday
Motorists traveling on old U.S. Route 51 in Cobden were challenged with driving 

through heavy snow which was falling Friday afternoon, Jan. 10. Union County was 
under a winter storm warning at the time. 

'Fully restored!'
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative chronicled work to restore electricity to thousands of customers after winter storm

Thank you...
Words of gratitude, like those seen on a sign at the 

Wolf Lake Community Center, were shared by many 
people for the work done by the Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative in response to severe winter weather. Photo 
provided.

Johnson, Massac, Pope, Pu-
laski and Williamson counties.  

Here’s a look at some of the 
highlights of the impact of the 
winter weather and the hard 
work that went into restoring 
power as shared by the coop-
erative on social media:

January 5 at 5:51 p.m. 
SIEC currently has 4 sub-

stations down due to trans-
mission outages: Cobden, 
Jonesboro, Lick Creek, & 
Mill Creek 

Once Southern Illinois 
Power Cooperative is able to 
restore power to these substa-
tions, our crews will be able to 
begin troubleshooting specific 
affected areas on our system. 

(continued on page 2)

but we are proud to inform 
our members that ALL OUT-
AGES HAVE BEEN RE-
STORED! Now there is still 
significant ice on trees and 
line infrastructure, so there 
could be more outages moving 
forward. 

“We cannot thank all of 
those who shared words of en-
couragement or offered help 
to our crews in the field. Your 
support has been overwhelm-
ing! A special thank you to all 
of our employees, contractors, 
and neighboring cooperative 
crews for all their hard work. 
It has been a true team effort!”

SIEC serves customers in 
Union, Alexander, Jackson, 

"Fully restored!"
Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative, SIEC, shared 
that special message Satur-
day evening, Jan. 11, after a 
challenging week which was 
highlighted by two major 
winter storms.

Ice, snow and cold com-
bined to create conditions 
which left more than 5,500 
customers without winter.

SIEC chronicled its day-
by-day response to the storms 
with frequent, ongoing up-
dates on social media.

The cooperative posted the 
following message at 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 11:

“It has been a long week, 

Ice...and icicles...covered 
a traffic signal in Anna last 
week.

***
Records kept by local 

weather observer Dana Cross 
showed that temperatures in 
2024 in Union County ranged 
from a high of 97 degrees in 
August to a low of 1 degree 
below zero in January. Pre-
cipitation for the year totaled 
47.49 inches, which included 
just 2.8 inches of snow.

***
A Winter Gala is planned 

for the evening of Feb. 8 at 
The Pavilion in Marion in 
support of the Cross of Peace 
on Bald Knob Mountain near 
Alto Pass. 

***
A movie about Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. is scheduled to 
be shown at 10:30 a.m. Jan. 
18 at Stinson Memorial Public 
Library in Anna.

***
A “Celebrate Anime” event 

is scheduled from 3:30 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. Jan. 28 at Stinson 
Memorial Public Library in 
Anna. Origami, a Ramen buf-
fet, Japanese treats, a watch 
party and more are planned.

***
Stinson Memorial Public 

Library also is planning spe-
cial activities for a “Take Your 
Child to the Library Day” 
event which slated from 10 
a.m. to noon Saturday, Feb. 1.

***
A Cobden School District 

American Red Cross blood 
drive planned for this week 
has been rescheduled for 
March 5.

*** 
Cobden High School home-

coming activities have been 
rescheduled for Feb. 3-8.

***
Homecoming activities 

were scheduled to begin Mon-
day, Jan. 13, and continue 
through Friday, Jan. 17, at 
Dongola High School and 
Shawnee High School in Wolf 
Lake.

***
The Dongola School Dis-

trict was planning to honor 
its junior high softball, junior 
high baseball, high school 
cross country and high school 
volleyball teams Monday eve-
ning, Jan. 13.

***
Shawnee Community Col-

lege’s spring semester started 
Monday, Jan. 13.

forecast for the region. Total 
snow accumulations between 
4 and 7 inches were possible.

“Plan on slippery road con-
ditions,” the weather service 
advised, adding that downed 
tree limbs and additional 
power outages would be pos-
sible in areas that still had 
significant icing from the Jan. 
5-6 winter storm which struck 
the region.

The Jan. 5-6 winter storm 
left behind heavy icing and 2 
inches of snow.

Friday’s winter storm led to 
more cancellations and clos-
ing the area. Local schools 
were not in session, with some 
going to E-Learning. 

Due to the inclement winter 
weather, the Union County 
Courthouse in Jonesboro was 
closed Friday, Jan. 10.

A regular meeting of the 
Union County Board of Com-
missioners which had been 
scheduled for Friday morning 
was not held. Board meetings 
are held at the courthouse.

Illinois State Police Troop 
10 shared on social media 
that Friday’s weather could 
create dangerous conditions. 
“Please stay home unless it 
is an emergency,” the state 
police advised.

Union County Sheriff Da-
vid Wilkins reported that 
multiple traffic accidents had 
occurred on Friday. No major 
injuries were reported.

The sheriff praised the work 
done by the Union County 
Highway Department in re-
sponse to the storm. He said 
the department did “an awe-
some job.” The sheriff also 
praised the work done by local 
utility crews to restore power 
after many outages occurred 
as a result of the ice and snow.

Union County experienced 
another round of winter 
weather during the past week.

A winter storm on Friday 
brought heavy snow to the 
Union County area. The storm 
was followed by very cold 
temperatures.

Early this week, the Na-
tional Weather Service of-
fice in Paducah reported that 
another arctic blast would 
move through the region on 
Monday. Very cold weather 
occurred Monday night.

The weather service ad-
vised that temperatures were 
expected to warm up through 
Friday into the upper 40s and 
almost 50 degrees. Rain is 
expected through Friday after-
noon and Saturday morning. 

“Just for a little something 
different another cold front 
comes through Saturday 
which for now has highs in the 
20s and lows in the low teens 
to single digits,” the weather 
service reported.

A high temperature of 26 
degrees was in the forecast 
for this coming Sunday in the 
Union County area, followed 
by a low of 9 Sunday night 
and a high near 20 on Monday, 
Jan. 20.

Winter Storm Friday
Local weather observer 

Dana Cross recorded 4 inches 
of snow near Jonesboro after 
a winter storm swept through 
the region on Friday, Jan. 10.

Ahead of the snowfall, the 
weather service office in Pa-
ducah issued a winter storm 
warning for parts of the South-
ern Illinois, Southeast Mis-
souri and Western Kentucky.

The winter storm warning 
was in effect from midnight 
Thursday, Jan. 9, through 
midnight Friday, Jan. 10.

Heavy snow was in the 
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(continued from page 1)
We thank you again for 

your patience and understand-
ing throughout this restoration 
effort!

7:15 p.m. January 5
Current outages: 5,578. 
Alexander……627
Jackson……….28
Johnson……514
Massac……..897
Pope………….172
Pulaski……….170
Union………3,150
Williamson….20
January 6 at 2:04 a.m.
We understand the chal-

lenges caused by the ice storm 
and want you to know our 
crews and contractors are 
working tirelessly to restore 
power as quickly and safely 
as possible.  

We are thankful for line-
man, forestry personnel, op-
erations, engineering per-
sonnel as well as all support 
personnel.  

It takes teamwork and we 
are observing a determined 
group that will only be satis-
fied when the last member 
without power is restored.

Fallen tree limbs appear to 
be the primary cause of our 
outages. We have observed 
and have received reports of 
limbs crashing to the ground 
as late as midnight.  

This creates extra hazards 
for our crews and slows the 
restoration process.  If you 
should venture outdoors, 
please be aware of your envi-
ronment including overhead 
hazards.

We currently have all of 
our field personnel and 29 
cooperative and contractor 
employees on our system.  We 
will have more help arriving 
just after daylight.

We had 4,602 without pow-
er at 1 a.m.

Thank you for your pa-
tience and support.

6:10 a.m. January 6
We are still hovering around 

4,700 outages. As previously 
mentioned, with trees/limbs 
still falling we gain ground in 
one area and new outages pop 
up elsewhere. We are making 
progress though! 

As the sun rises, it will be 
increasingly easier for our 
lineworkers to identify issues 
and navigate the difficult ter-
rain and obstacles they face. 
We ask that you continue to 
be patient as we push forward 
throughout the day! 

2:45 p.m. January 6
Current outages: 4,559
Crews are continuing to 

make progress towards restor-
ing power to members in a 
manner that is both safe and 
efficient. 

Often times this means 
beginning with the highest 
density population areas that 
are experiencing outages and 
branching out from there. 

For this reason, one of the 

SIEC restores power

Working to restore power 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative utilized many vehicles in the restoration of 

power to customers following winter storms. This was one of many photographs 
shared by the co-op on social media.

highest priorities is still work-
ing with SIPC to get each of 
the remaining substations 
(McClure, Jonesboro, Pu-
laski) back to full operation. 

This will allow further trou-
bleshooting to take place on 
our infrastructure. 

Meanwhile, several cross-
country lines have been taken 
out by falling trees, even along 
the Right-of-Way, such as the 
3-phase line shown below. 

Please continue to be pa-
tient as we are using all re-
sources possible to expedite 
the restoration! Thank you! 
We appreciate all of the kind 
words of support our members 
continue to share! 

7:15 p.m. January 6
Current outages: 3,732
We’ve made significant 

progress in the last few hours, 
re-energizing almost 1,000 
members’ service! 

There’s still a significant 
amount of cleanup, new poles 
to be set and work to be done. 
We assure you all efforts are 
to get everyone back on as 
quickly as possible, while 
keeping our employees, con-
tractors & members safe. 

9:45 p.m. January 6
Current outages: 2,813
Another significant increase 

in restorations! Over 900 res-
torations in under 3 hours as 
these crews have continuously 
shown their determination to 
serve our membership in some 
of the harshest conditions! 

10:15 a.m. January 7
Current outages: 2,680
Our crews are still hard at 

it. Making progress! The num-
ber of outages continues to 
decline. Hopeful for another 
day of significant restorations! 

1:40 p.m. January 7
Current outages: 2,113
Thanks to the hard work 

and determination of the 
crews that continue to work 

the storm outages, as well as 
the multiple additional crews 
brought in over the last 48 
hours, we’ve had another 
500+ restorations in the last 
3 hours! 

6:30 p.m. January 7
We are now UNDER 2,000 

outages across our system! 
Progress continues to be 
made! Restorations in these 
conditions are significantly 
more difficult for our team to 
access, and work through so 
this is not a small feat! 

We promise to continue 
chipping away at those of our 
members who remain without 
electricity, as we know the 
temps are dropping. Stay safe 
out there!

January 8 at 8:26 a.m.  
Thank you to our friends 

and neighbors up at Monroe 
County Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. for sending some mutual 
aid assistance our way. This 
is one of several additional 
crews we’ve brought in to 
help work the outages over 
the last three days! Thank you!

12:20 p.m. January 8
We now have less than 

1,400 without power! Union 
County is now under 1,000 
for the first time since Sunday 
afternoon. 

Our goal is to continue to 
see our total outage number 
decline while keeping every-
one safe. 

4:45 p.m. January 8
Some huge progress was 

made this afternoon by the 
dedicated team of linework-
er’s out in the field! 

Both Pope Co. & William-
son Co. outages have been 
fully restored! We’ve restored 
another 573 members through 
today and are optimistic for 
further progress as we move 
into the evening hours.  

8:20 p.m. January 8
Less than 1,000 out TO-

TAL! These guys continue to 
do what it takes to serve our 
membership in the toughest of 
conditions and restore power 
to homes across our service 
territory! 

With this type of storm, 
many places remain inacces-
sible by machine. What’s that 
mean for our lineman? Climb-
ing old school! 

10:15 a.m. January 9
Progress continues as we 

are making our way across our 
system, still identifying and 
addressing causes of outages. 

Clearing limbs from the 
line, like shown below, allows 
the line crews to perform work 
necessary to re-energizing 
the service, and helps prevent 
more damage being caused 
immediately following the 
restoration. Great job by all 
the forestry crews out clearing 
the way for the line crews! 

7:40 p.m. January 9
The crews have been work-

ing so hard and it shows! With 
yet another day of nearly 500 
restorations, we are down to 
276 out total! 

We realize it has been a 
very long 5 days for those still 
without service. But know that 
our lineworkers are diligently 
working through the debris 
to clear the way and set new 
poles  in order to heat up our 
remaining members! 

8:45 p.m. January 10
Alexander county joins our 

list of counties fully restored! 
We are getting so close to 

a full restoration. Thank you 
to everyone who has shared 
kind words and encourage-
ment along the way! Everyone 
involved has put their best ef-
fort into minimizing the time 
our members have spent in 
the dark due to this ice storm! 

These remaining outages 
will be challenging but our 
crews are up to the task! 

Weather
Recent snowfall totals 6 inches;
low temperature of 10 degrees;
look back at 2024 highlights

Ice, snow and arctic cold 
highlighted Union County’s 
weather during the period of 
Dec. 31 through Jan. 13.

Precipitation for the period 
included 0.30 of an inch of ice 
and 6 inches of snow.

Temperatures ranged from 
a high of 54 degrees to a low 
of 10.

Local weather observer 
also Dana Cross this week 
also shared weather highlights 
for the year 2024. Weather 
information is recorded near 
Jonesboro.

Dec. 31 through Jan. 13
Tuesday, Dec. 31: high 54, 

low 40. 0.04 of an inch of rain.
Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025: 

high 41, low 25.
Thursday, Jan. 2: high 45, 

low 24.
Friday, Jan. 3: high 39, low 

27. 0.01 of an inch of rain.
Saturday, Jan. 4: high 33, 

low 29. 
Sunday, Jan. 5: high 33, low 

27. 0.30 of an inch of ice. 1.58 
inches of melted ice/rain. Ice 
pellets.

Monday, Jan. 6: high 27, 
low 20. Two inches of snow. 
0.13 of an inch of melted pre-
cipitation. Damaging winds. 

Tuesday, Jan. 7: high 26, 
low 22. Trace of snow/melted 
precipitation. 

Wednesday, Jan. 8: high 26, 
low 13. 

Thursday, Jan. 9: high 29, 
low 10.

Friday, Jan. 10: high 31, 
low 26. Four inches of snow. 
0.44 of an inch of melted pre-
cipitation. 

Saturday, Jan. 11: high 36, 
low 23. 

Sunday, Jan. 12: high 41, 
low 21. 

Monday, Jan. 13: high 33, 
low 15. 

December Highlights
The high temperature for 

the month of December was 
63 degrees, which was re-
corded on Dec. 16. The aver-

age high for the month was 49.
The low for the month 

was 11, which was recorded 
on Dec. 6. The average low 
was 32.

Precipitation for the month 
totaled 5.53 inches.

The most rain measured 
in a 24-hour period was 1.53 
inches, which was recorded 
Dec. 16.

A half an inch of snow was 
recorded on Dec. 2. 0.30 of 
an inch of snow was recorded 
on Dec. 11. 

Precipitation for the year 
through the end of the month 
totaled 47.49 inches.

Highlights for January 
through November 2024

January: High 57 degrees, 
recorded Jan. 24. Average 
high 39. Low, 1 degree below 
zero, recorded Jan. 17. Aver-
age low 24. 6.46 inches of 
rain. 1.5 inches of snow.

February: High 78, record-
ed Feb. 27. Average high 60. 
Low 14, recorded Feb. 18. 
Average low 33. 0.28 of an 
inch of precipitation. Half an 
inch of snow.

March: High 79, recorded 
March 30. Average high, 64. 
Low 20, recorded March 19. 
Average low 40. 1.84 inches 
of precipitation.

April: High 85, recorded 
April 15 and 17. Average high 
71. Low 30, recorded April 5 
and 6. Average low 50. 3.04 
inches of rain.

May: High 88, recorded 
May 19 and 21. Average high 
80. Low 46, recorded May 12. 
Average low 59. 7.25 inches 
of rain. A wind gust of 57 
miles per hour was recorded 
on May 26.

June: High 96, recorded 
on June 25. Average high 86. 
Low 52, recorded on June 11. 
Average low 64. 5.53 inches 
of precipitation.

July: High 94, recorded 
July 4 and 30. Average high 
87. Low 57, recorded July 19. 
Average low 67. 6.33 inches 
of precipitation.

August: High 97, recorded 
Aug. 29. Average high 88. 
Low 51, recorded Aug. 22. 
Average low 65. 1.94 inches 
of rain. 

September: High 91, re-
corded Sept. 5. Average high 
82. Low 41, recorded Sept. 9. 
Average low 60. 5.83 inches 
of precipitation.

October: High 87, recorded 
Oct. 6. Average high 75. Low 
30, recorded Oct. 17. Aver-
age low 45. 0.96 of an inch of 
precipitation.

November: High 78, re-
corded Nov. 3. Average high 
61. Low 21, recorded Nov. 
30. Average low 41. 2.50 
inches of precipitation. Trace 
of snow.

Snowfall for 2024 totaled 
2.8 inches.

Assistance sought for those impacted by weather
Even as another round of 

winter weather impacted the 
region on Friday, Jan. 10, local 
and state officials were work-
ing together to get help for 
those in Southern Illinois who 
were impacted by the severe 
winter storm which struck the 
region on Jan. 5.

State Sen. Dale Fowler, 
R-Harrisburg, said in a news 
release that the Jan. 5 win-
ter storm “caused problems 
across Southern Illinois, and 
we are working closely with 
state emergency agencies and 
the governor’s office to get the 
information and the resources 
needed to help our residents.

An update issued by Fowler 
on Monday, Jan. 6, reported 
that first responders were out 
in the 59th Senate District, 
another 150 trucks had arrived 
from neighboring states to 
work to restore power and he 
was working with the gover-
nor’s office and local officials 
on securing a state disaster 
declaration.

Fowler said that after a nat-
ural or man-made “disaster” 
event, the Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency, IEMA, 
directs all parties to work 
through their local county 

emergency management of-
fice.  

Paperwork, questions and 
other requirements all start in 
the local offices and flow up 
to IEMA. 

Individuals with home or 
property damage are advised 
to start with private insurance 
coverage.

A state disaster proclama-
tion is issued by the governor 
pursuant to the Illinois Emer-
gency Management Agency 
Act.  

A state disaster proclama-
tion may cover one or more 
counties or the entire state.  

The proclamation is in ef-
fect for up to 30 days, and the 
governor may issue additional 
proclamations for as long as 
the disaster conditions persist.

A state disaster proclama-
tion authorizes the governor 
to exercise certain emergency 
powers to respond to the 
disaster. 

A state disaster proclama-
tion also authorizes the use of 
funds in the Disaster Response 
and Recovery Fund to pay for 
certain state-incurred disaster-
related expenses.

Damage assessments are 
started at the outset of an event 

at the local level by local of-
ficials. 

While there are no metrics 
or thresholds written in state 
law or rule, state assistance is 
based on requests from local 
governments to IEMA. 

IEMA administers several 
funds where federal money 
passes through for assistance 

awards. A pamphlet is avail-
able at IEM Afor further re-
source information on the 
disaster process.

According to available in-
formation provided to Fowl-
er on Jan. 7, approximately 
68,500 customers had expe-
rienced a power outage since 
the start of the winter storm. 

A-J receives
scholarship funds

Anna-Jonesboro Communi-
ty High School on Friday, Jan. 
3, received a $700 scholarship 
check from the Egyptian Of-
ficials Association, EOA. 

Every year, the EOA teams 
up with the Southern Illinois 
Coaches Association to host a 
summer golf outing to support 
Southern Illinois student-
athletes. 

The event has raised over 
$400,000 for scholarships 
since its inception.

The Union County school 
voiced its appreciation to 
EOA representatives Travis 
Holtkamp, Brad Wilson and 
Jeff Tarlton, who presented 
a check to A-JCHS athletic 
director Mike Chamness.

341,145,670
Nation’s projected population on Jan. 1, 2025

As the nation prepared to 
enter a new year, the U.S. 
Census Bureau on Dec. 30, 
2024, projected the United 
States' population would reach 
341,145,670 at midnight EST 
on Jan. 1, 2025. 

This represented an in-
crease of 2,640,171 (0.78 of 
a percent) from Jan. 1, 2024, 
and 9,696,329 (2.93 percent) 
from Census Day (April 1) 
2020.

In January 2025, the United 
States is expected to experi-
ence one birth every 9.0 sec-
onds and one death every 9.4 
seconds. 

Meanwhile, net internation-
al migration is expected to add 
one person to the U.S. popula-
tion every 23.2 seconds. 

The combination of births, 
deaths and net international 
migration increases the U.S. 
population by one person 
every 21.2 seconds.

The projected world popu-
lation on Jan. 1, 2025, was 
8,092,034,511, an increase of 
71,178,087 (0.89 of a percent) 
from New Year’s Day 2024. 

During January 2025, 4.2 
births and 2.0 deaths are ex-
pected worldwide every sec-
ond.
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City of Anna
ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORT

DATE 01/07/25                           FOR PERIOD ENDING 04/24

REVENUE SUMMARY: COLLECTION OF INSUFFICIENT CHECKS $1,130.81 - INSUFFICIENT 
CHECK PROCESSING FEE $340.00 - PROPERTY TAX $327,640.24 - STATE SALES TAX 
$1,985,869.73 - VIDEO GAMING TAX $170,841.60 - STATE INCOME TAX $704,464.38 - TELE-
COMMUNICATIONS TAX $44,757.92 - LEASES/RENTS $507.47CR - LICENSES $57,395.00 
- PERMITS $6,833.67 - FRANCHISE FEES $28,972.63 - FINES $50,104.00 - SALE OF MATE-
RIALS $1,326.04 - CONTRIBUTIONS-4TH OF JULY $6,455.00 - GRANT INCOME $141,191.00 
- INTEREST EARNED-CHECKING $354,975.17 - INTEREST EARNED-INVESTMENTS 
$102,526.31 - OTHER INCOME $259,544.80 - FIRE PENSION TAX $105,499.86 - FIRE FEES 
$14,150.00 - UTILITY SALES $5,219,354.53 - UTILITY BILL LATE FEES-GARBAGE $62,342.53 
- PARK/POOL REIMBURSEMENT FEES $150.00 - GRAVE OPENINGS $16,775.00 - SALE OF 
CEMETERY LOTS $4,550.00 - POLICE PENSION TAX $208,288.18 - STATE REPLACEMENT 
TAX $64,826.15 - ADMISSIONS/PASSES $9,189.00 - PARTIES $4,275.00 - CONNECTION 
FEES $17,480.00 - UTILITY SERVICE TAP FEES $9,500.00

COMPENSATION SUMMARY: UNDER $25,000.00 MILLER, CORY - SULLENS, MICHAEL - 
HUGHEY, JOHN - LAFOON, FRANK - LLOYD, JOHN - STEARNS, QUENTIN - MILLER, BRYAN 
- CLARK, CHRISTOPHER A. - CRAIG, BRANDON - KOSTAL, JUSTICES - JACKSON, PHILIP 
ELIAS - BUSBY, SETH L. -MOWELL, GRACE E. - TESKE, DRUE MARIE - FORD, ZACHARI-
AH - WRIGHT, HAILEY - CARTER, LAKELYN - DOVER, DANIEL R - BORDERS, CALLYSTA 
V.L. - RICHARDSON, DANIEL - KLEIN, JARED - MILLER, BRYAN - GOINES, GARRETT I. - 
CLARK, ADAM CHRISTOPHER -WILKINS, TESS - CHOTNER, NILE - CLARK, MEGAN -JAVED 
R. KISAT - WRIGHT, ALESHIA - VAUGHN, BRAD - CALDWELL, THOMAS - VOSBURGH, KYLE 
- GIRTMAN, COLYN -BREWER, GWENDOLYN - PENGRESS, CARSON - JONES, KOLTON 
J. - DAMMERMAN, MICHEL D. - HESS, SAM - ALDRIDGE, MELANIE - BIGLER, MICHAEL 
-BRYAN, KATHY - CARTER, TORIE -WEBB, MARTHA ANN - LOVELESS, KEVIN - ROBERTS, 
JESSICA- PERRY, ETHAN - WILSON, HUNTER - HARRIS, GARY - HARTLINE, STEVE - 
FAULKNER, JAMIE L. - OXFORD, NASH - PECORD, ELIJAH - MANDY D. BROWN - QUICK, 
GENTRY - HAND, CODY - WEBB, ANGELA M. - KRISTOFF, BRAXTON H. - MYERS, HUNTER 
R. - WAGNER, SCOTT - SMITH, TIMOTHY R. - Between $25,000.00 and $49,999.99 BIBLE, 
JODI K.- MCREYNOLDS, MELANIE - DOUGLAS MEADOWS- WILLIAMS, TREVOR - COLLINS, 
CODY- DODD, DANYELLE - SIMS, BRENTLEY - BUSBY, ASA K. -LINTON, JACOB - FRANK, 
DAVID - BASS, AIDEN - LOVELLJR., JERRY R. - PENDER, AUSTIN - CHAMNESS, JORDAN 
- Between $50,000.00 and $74,999.99 ROACH, MICHAEL - SANDERS, JACOB - BRIMM, JA-
COB - CLOVER, CALEB - BROWN, DARREN K. - TRIPP, ADAM - STONE, SHAWN - LEWIS, 
LONNIE - SADLER, TINA S. - WHITESIDE, DANIEL - LEEK, JASON - SHARP, BILLY - DAHMER, 
GARY - Between $75,000.00 and $99,999.99 WATKINS, BRYANS. - BIGLER, DORI - TOTAL 
COMPENSATION: $1,859,866.24.

EXPENDITURE SUMMARY: A & G AUTOMOTIVE, INC $4,969.97 - APGA SECURITY AND INTE-
GRI $1,512.11 - A-J WATER COMMISSION, INC $1,036,317.17 - ALL BLOWN UP INFLATABLE 
R $4,972.90 - AMEREN ILLINOIS $2,992.04-ALL YEAR SPORTS GALAXY, L $10,734.00-ANNA 
TIRE & AUTO CENTER, $28,076.73 - ANNA EVERGREEN $815.00 - ANNA-JONESBORO NA-
TIONAL B $461,310.96 - ANNA-JONESBORO NATIONAL B $817,560.07-ANNA QUARRIES, 
INC. $1,983.11- APPLIED CONCEPTS $2,117.50 - ASH CREDIT UNION, NPO $97,555.00 - ASL 
METAL FABRICATORS INC $46,331.50 - AUTO TIRE AND PARTS, INC. $6,164.69 - B & D 
SIGNS, SP $4,182.00 - BANNER FIRE EQUIPMENT, IN $25,930.79 - BASS FARMS $1,100.00 
- BEUSSINK & HICKAM, P.C. $30,000.00 - BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD OF $443,976.96 - 
BOBCAT OF MARION $2,014.07 - CURTIS CALDWELL $2,286.00 - BOOTHEEL FENCE CO 
$27,514.73 - BRAD’S COLLISION WORKS, L $3,059.29 - CADY BUSINESS TECHNOLOGIE 
$2,350.20- CDS OFFICE TECHNOLOGIES, $1,500.00 - CARGILL INCORPORATED $8,494.48 
- COAST TO COAST SOLUTIONS $1,039.30 - CAPE ELECTRICAL SUPPLY, $925.05 - CAPI-
TAL ONE $61,668.88 - CARTERVILLE WINLECTRIC CO $2,416.55 - CINTAS CORP $2,765.92 
- CITY OF ANNA $50,630.43 - CITY OF ANNA $915,893.07 - CITY OF ANNA EMP RETIRE-
MENT $129,999.96 - CITY OF CARBONDALE $15,001.92 - CITY OF JONESBORO $2,858.25 
- CLEARWAVE $12,959.17 - KAREN CLARK $2,650.00- COAD CHEV,OLDS,CAD, INC. 
$6,318.01 - COAD CHEVROLET FORD, INC. $3,197.02 - CUMMINS CROSSPOINT $11,498.34 
- DAWSON, BRAD $1,000.23 -DISPLAY SALES, INC. $4,265.00 - DITCH WITCH $1,245.45 - OS 
CUSTOM BUILDERS, LLC $36,150.00 - E.T SIMONDS CONSTRUCTION $311,901.89 - E.T. 
SIMONDS MATERIAL COM $2,323.90 -ELECTRIC CONTROLS COMPANY $725.00 - ENVI-
RONMENTAL WORKS $2,100.00 - ETHAN TAYLOR STEPHENSON $650.00 - F. W. ELECTRIC, 
INC. $53,179.00 - FASTENAL INDUSTRIAL & CON $703.26 - FIRE DEPARTMENT, CITY OF 
$97,628.67 - TOWER LOAN $1,239.28 - BCBS ANCILLARY BILLING DE $1,606.55 - FRONTIER 
$4,143.00 - FRONTIER COMMUNICATIONS $1,337.14- GAZETTE DEMOCRAT $1,344.95 - 
GILBERT, HUFFMAN, PROSSER $9,815.94 - GOVDEALS, INC. $35,867.99 - H&R AGRI-POW-
ER $16,431.49 - HAWKINS, INC. $14,781.96 - HEATH CONSULTANTS INC $978.44- ILLINOIS 
POWER MARKETING $260,732.57 - HORNER & SHIFRIN, INC $138,152.83 - IDES $18,290.21 
- ILLINOIS COUNTIES RISK MA $183,514.66 - ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF RE $86,880.51 
-ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF RE $52,008.26 - ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TR $1,165.36 - IL-

LINOIS EPA $10,000.00 - ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PR $64,744.24- ILLINOIS FRATERNAL 
ORDER $4,731.00 - ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL RETIRE $224,783.71- IMCO UTILITY SUPPLY COM-
PA $2,947.08 -J T BLANKINSHIP, INC. $27,188.70 JIM CARTER TIRE COMPANY S $10,076.87 
- JULIE, INC. $711.18 - JW AUTO SALES LLC $63,000.00 - KEN HALL ELECTRIC INC. $932.54 
- KEY EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY CO $14,381.17 - KIEFER AQUATICS $1,160.27 - KOONS GAS 
MEASUREMENT $11,782.84 -KROGER STORE $3,195.75 - L D SUPPLY, P $1,091.40 - LABOR 
LOCAL 773 $8,046.50 - LED OUTFITTERS $648.93 - LITTLE CHINA $7,999.77 -LOCIS, INC. 
$11,295.29 - MAIER’S TIDY BOWL, INC $6,057.40 - MARTIN’S SHARP ALL SHOP, $900.67 - 
MEA ENERGY ASSOCIATION $1,050.00 - MIDWEST METER, INC. $13,206.78 - MIDWEST 
PETROLEUM & EXCAV $35,675.00 - MILLER’S WELDING, SP $15,275.00 - MOORE, BRIEN 
$600.00 - MORAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMEN $3,182.50 - MOSCA DESIGN $1,659.00 - MU-
NICIPAL EQUIPMENT COMPA $22,501.81- MCCARVER’S REPAIR SERVICE $799.98 - NALEE 
RAE’S $3,525.20 - NEWTERRA CORPORATION, INC $14,863.50 - NOVACOM INC $11,803.12 
- O’REILLY AUTOMOTIVE INC. $975.67- OVIVO USA, LLC $42,534.00 - P.F PETTIBONE & 
CO $628.30 - PACE ANALYTICAL $1,804.20 - PENNINGER ASPHALT PAVING, $17,363.00 
-PIEDMONT PEST CONTROL $1,800.00 - PLAYPOWER LT FARMINGTON, $932,000.00 - 
PLOTT CONSTRUCTION $50,361.80 - POLICE DEPARTMENT, CITY O $192,748.09 - POSTAL 
PAL, INC. $1,180.32 - QUADIENT $30,421.19 - QSI $6,162.01 - RAY O’HERRON COMPANY, 
INC $7,763.45 - READY-MIX SOLUTIONS LLC $3,626.75 - REPPERT’S OFFICE SUPPLIES 
$6,607.95 - REPUBLIC SERVICES $374,106.01 - RISE PERFORMANCE -ANNA $2,000.00 - 
RON REEDER APPRAISAL SERV $1,500.00 - ROYAL PAPERS, INC. $869.00 - RURAL KING, 
INC. $2,880.41 - RUSTY’S HOME CENTER, INC. $16,364.07 - SWEITZER, GARY $7,060.00 
- MIKE FRICK $7,800.00 - S & W LINE CONTRACTING $3,250.00 - SCHULTE SUPPLY, INC. 
$1,602.17 -SCOTT ESCUE CONSTRUTION L $4,000.00 - SECURITY 1 $958.00 - SEILER 
GEOSPATIAL $2,980.00 - SENTRY EQUIPMENT CORP $719.43 - SENTINEL EMERGEN-
CY SOLUTI $1,145.50 - SHAWNEE ADMINISTRATIVE SE $102,853.86 - SHAWNEE DEVEL-
OPMENT COUNC $690.86 - SHAWNEE PROFESSIONAL SERV $3,750.00 - SHOP WITH A 
COP $3,000.00 - SI BUILDER SUPPLY LLC $3,053.39 - SIH WORKCARE/SIHMG $3,745.00 
- SIMS, BRENT $1,750.00 - SOUTHERN F S, INC. $76,948.22 - SOUTHERN BANK C/0 GOV 
DEA $1,050,020.00 -SOUTHERN ILLINOIS COMM FO $1,000.00 - SOUTHERN FIVE REGION-
AL PL $3,250.00 - SOUTHERN ILLINOIS CRIMINA $800.00 - SOUTHERN ILLINOISELECTRI 
$7,401.15 - SPECTRUM GRAPHICS $7,690.00 - STEVE HESS PORTABLE TOLIE $3,416.00 
- STINSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY $8,539.79 - SULLIVAN PLUMBING $3,818.76 - SYDEN-
STRICKER NOBBE PARTN $881.83 - SYMMETRY ENERGY SOLUTIONS $914,130.02 - SURE 
SHOT BILLIARDS, LLC $1,500.00 - TABOR WHOLESALE NURSERY $1,700.00 - T & I OFFICE 
EQUIPMENT, I $2,418.05 - AXON ENTERPRISE, INC $805.00 - THOMAS SECURITY $2,896.00 
- THE SHIRT SHOP $5,253.43 - TRANS UNION RISK & ALTERN $975.00- UNION COUNTY 
ABSTRACT, IN $122,474.51- UNION COUNTY CLERK $4,515.00 - UNION COUNTY DARE, 
NPO $2,431.63 - PAY IT FORWARD - UNION CO $1,000.00 - UNION COUNTY TREASURER 
/$121,278.48 - USA BLUEBOOK, P $2,919.79 - - UTILITY SAFETY & DESIGN, $456,505.51- 
UTILITY PIPE SALES $4,664.94 - VERIZON WIRELESS $11,032.46 - VAN SALES BY WOOD-
FIN, LLC $69,900.00 - WAGNER, SCOTT $10,200.00 - WALLER ELECTRIC LLC $9,206.18 
- WAL MART COMMUNITY BRC $4,896.86 - - WEBB’S EQUIPMENT SERVICE $9,296.45 - 
WIGGS EXCAVATING, INC $243,933.21 - All other Disbursements Less Than ( 600) $24,243.61 -

CITY OF ANNA, ILLINOIS
SUMMARY STATEMENT OF CONDITION 
YEAR ENDED APRIL 30, 2024
  SPECIAL
 GENERAL REVENUE ENTERPRISE FIDUCIARY
  FUND FUNDS FUNDS FUNDS
RECEIPTS/REVENUES:
Local Taxes  253,323 73,302 0 313,788
State Intergovernmental 3,111,400 202,229 0 0
Federal Intergovernmental 0 0 0 0
Other local  1,244,904 26,769 5,611,805 545,782 

TOTAL RECEIPTS/REVENUES  4,609,627 302,300  5,611,805 859,570

EXPENDITURES/EXPENSE:

TOTAL 
 EXPENDITURES/EXPENSE  3,585,980 387,392 4,394,384 577,004 
EXCESS OF RECEIPTS/
 REVENUE OVER 
 EXPENDITURES/EXPENSES 1,023,647 (85,092) 1,217,421 282,566
OPERATING TRANSFERS                0 0 0 0
INCREASE IN FUND BALANCE/
 RETAINED EARNINGS  1,023,647 (85,092) 1,217,421 282,566
BEGINNING FUND BALANCE/
 RETAINED EARNINGS 11,035,411 797,164 10,590,354 4,467,611
ENDING FUND BALANCE/
 RETAINED EARNINGS  12,059 058 712,072 11,807 775 4750177

Shawnee National Forest
welcomes new supervisor

The U.S. Forest Service is 
welcoming Felipe Cano as the 
new supervisor of the Shawnee 
National Forest in Southern 
Illinois. 

“I am both honored and 
excited to serve the people of 
Illinois, and the American pub-
lic, as the Shawnee National 
Forest’s new supervisor,” Cano 
said in a news release. He is a 
25-year U.S. Forest Service 
veteran.

“I grew up in the panhandle 
section of Idaho where I was 
surrounded by national for-
ests,” Cano said. 

“I was instilled with a won-
der of the rivers, lakes, moun-
tains and peoples of the area. 

“That wonder carried over 
into my curiosity of how eco-
systems work, and natural 
products connected with peo-
ple in many locations around 
the world. 

“The Forest Service be-
came an exciting opportunity 
to learn and contribute to the 
agency’s distinctive mandate 
to sustain the health, diversity, 
and productivity of national 
forests.”

Cano’s Forest Service ca-
reer began in 1999 on the 
Ouachita National Forest in 
Arkansas and Oklahoma,  

New to post in Southern Illinois
Felipe Cano is the new supervisor of the Shawnee 

National Forest in Southern Illinois. Photo provided.

where he worked to improve 
red-cockaded woodpecker 
habitat through vegetation 
management. 

He later worked in Puerto 
Rico on the El Yunque Na-
tional Forest and in Arizona 
on the Tonto National Forest. 

He served as a district rang-
er on the Idaho Panhandle 
National Forest in 2018, and 
just recently as the natural 
resources staff officer on the 
Plumas National Forest in 
California.

Cano is not new to the re-
gion, having recently served 
in a 120-day detail as a deputy 
forest supervisor on both the 

Ouachita National Forest and 
Mark Twain National Forest 
in Missouri.

“This is a major goal for 
me to join you all as the forest 
supervisor on the Shawnee 
National Forest, returning to 
the Midwest, and I’m looking 
forward to learning about you 
and your experience here,” 
Cano said.

Cano added that being part 
of people’s lives has been a 
blessing and honor in his own 
journey. Cano said he’s learned 
that the wonderful moments 
people share with one another 
is what truly matters in over-
coming challenges.

“The thought of helping 
steward the world class re-
sources and landscapes on the 
Shawnee National Forest and 
working with community and 
tribal partners here is incred-
ibly energizing,” Cano said. 

“I am eager to join the For-
est and the community in 
continuing the current great 
work that Shawnee staff have 
established.”

Cano’s selection on the 
Shawnee National Forest is a 
result of a decision to move 
away from a combined man-
agement model. Mike Chaveas 
will continue to serve as the 
supervisor of the Hoosier Na-
tional Forest in Indiana.

Underground Railroad exhibit
set at Shawnee Hills Arts Council

The PAST organization of 
Union County at the Shaw-
nee Hills Arts Council are 
planning to present a showing 
of an exhibit titled “Journey 
to Freedom: Illinois’ Under-
ground Railroad.”

The exhibit is scheduled 
from Jan. 18 through Feb. 23 
at at the Shawnee Hills Arts 
Council at 123 W. Davie St. 
in Anna.

The “Journey to Freedom: 
Illinois’ Underground Rail-

‘Journey To Freedom: Illinois’ Underground Railroad’

road” exhibit consists of many 
picture/story panels that tell 
the known history of the Un-
derground Railroad in Illinois.  

The display has been creat-
ed professionally by the Look-
ing for Lincoln organization 
in Springfield and is booked 
in several cities for the next 
two years.  

Organizers of the exhibit in 
Anna said that Union County 
is very fortunate to have the 
display on loan through the 

annual Civil War Weekend, 
which is planned in February 
at the Shawnee Hills Arts 
Council in Anna.

Opening Event
An opening event for the 

exhibit is set for 7 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 17, at the Shawnee Hills 
Arts Council.

Looking for Lincoln speak-
er Heather Feezor is scheduled 
to give an overview of the 
exhibit. The event is open to 
the public. Refreshments will 
be served.

There is no written record 
of the Underground Railroad 
operating in Union Coun-
ty. However, those involved 
with the display at the arts 
council said the likelihood is 
very probable that the Under-
ground Railroad did operate 
in Union County, given the 
county’s location just north 
of Cairo.

Days and hours scheduled 
for viewing the exhibit include 
Saturdays and Sundays, from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m., and Thurs-
days and Fridays, from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

School groups are encour-
aged to visit.  For more infor-
mation, contact Linda at 618-
697-1870 or Lee Hackney at 
904-625-1109.

The Alexander/Pulaski 
Counties NAACP plans to 
host its annual Martin Luther 
King Breakfast on Jan. 20 at 
Meridian High School, which 
is located at 1401 Mounds 
Rd. in Mounds. The event is 
scheduled to begin at 9 a.m. 

A keynote address will be 
delivered by Father Joseph 
Brown, a professor of African 
American Studies at Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale. 

A musical performance by 
Evangelist Dollette Jones is 
planned. 

The event will also recog-
nize four local businesses/
individuals for their contribu-
tions to the community.

The breakfast serves as a 
fund-raiser for scholarships 
for graduating seniors from 
high schools in Alexander and 
Pulaski counties. 

Tickets are available by 
calling Sarita Sawyer at 618-
306-2324 or Janice Russell 
at 618-534-1576. Tickets are 
$20 per person adult; $10 for 
young people aged 12 and 
under. 

Cardinals Caravan schedules visits in region
The St. Louis Cardinals 

have announced the schedule 
for the 2025 Cardinals Car-
avan, presented by Missouri 
Farm Bureau Insurance.

The Cardinals Caravan is 
scheduled to visit 20 different 
cities in Illinois, Missouri, Ten-
nessee, Arkansas, Kentucky 
and Indiana over the course of 
just four days. 

A combination of more than 
40 current Cardinals play-
ers, prospects, alumni and 
team broadcasters will embark 
on one of six different cara-
vans through Cardinal Nation 
scheduled Jan. 17-20.

The Caravan’s schedule 

includes stops in Marion, Pa-
ducah and Cape Girardeau:

Sunday, Jan. 19, Marion, 
The Pavilion, noon.

Monday, Jan. 20, Paducah, 
McCracken Convention Cen-
ter, noon.

Monday, Jan. 20, Cape Gi-
rardeau, Osage Community 
Center, 5:30 p.m.

Matt Pauley is scheduled to 
be the emcee for the three visits.

Current players who are 
slated to participate include 
Thomas Saggese, Chris Roy-
croft, Kyle Leahy and Sem 
Robberse.

Alumni participants are slat-
ed to include Kerry Robinson 

and Al Hrabosky.
The Caravan gives fans 

outside of St. Louis a chance to 
meet and connect with Cardi-
nals players. Nineteen players 
with Major League experience, 
along with top prospects, are 
scheduled to participate.

As in previous years, the 
club will implement an auto-
graph ticket system at each 
stop. 

The first 400 kids, ages 15 
and under, through the door 
on the day of the event will 
receive a free autograph ticket 
which guarantees one auto-
graph from each current and 
former player.

Annual King breakfast set in Mounds
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Winter storms bring ice, snow to Union County
Union County experienced two rounds of winter storms in early January. A winter storm on Sunday and Monday, Jan. 5-6, brought ice, snow, power outages and 

widespread damage to the county. Heavy snow fell Friday, Jan. 10. The county also experienced bitterly cold temperatures. The accompanying photographs were taken 
in Union County during and after the storms.

Page 4 - Section A                                                                                                   Thursday, January 16, 2025                                                                                        The Gazette-Democrat

Trees along West Vienna Street in Anna that were coated in ice glistened in the sunshine on Wednesday morning, Jan. 8. A utility pole near the street could be seen 
leaning precariously.

Crews worked into the dark to restore power along South Walker Street in Cobden 
Tuesday night, Jan. 7.

Ice covered utility lines and the landscape along old U.S. Route 51 in Cobden on 
Wednesday afternoon, Jan. 8.

Fallen tree limbs coated in ice were on the ground Tuesday, Jan. 7, near the Henry 
Dillow Grandstand and the Anna Kiwanis Club building at the Anna City Park.

Traffic passed by ice-covered tree limbs which had fallen along South Main Street 
in Anna on Thursday afternoon, Jan. 9.

Trees along North Main Street in Anna still were covered in a layer of ice on 
Wednesday morning, Jan. 8.
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Snow and ice had been removed from a parking lot at the Union County Courthouse 
in Jonesboro by Thursday afternoon, Jan. 9.

Heavy snow was falling on school buses parked in Cobden Friday afternoon, Jan. 
10. January’s winter storms had a major impact on schools.

Ice which covered trees was melting in the sunshine and noisily falling along 
Skyline Drive near Alto Pass Sunday afternoon, Jan. 12.

Kids enjoyed the snow Friday afternoon, Jan. 10, in Cobden. Snow was falling at 
the time the photograph was taken.

A truck made its way through a railroad crossing in Cobden while heavy snow 
was falling Friday, Jan. 10.

Utility lines and poles damaged in the ice storm were the focus of attention on 
Wednesday, Jan. 8.

Ice and snow covered the landscape along East Davie Street in Anna Monday 
morning, Jan. 6.

Icicles were seen on a veterans monument near the four-way stop in downtown 
Anna Wednesday, Jan. 8.



“Love is the most import-
ant thing in the world, but 
baseball is pretty good, too.” 
– Yogi Berra

Janseen Hand, age 54, ded-
icated husband and father, 
born on June 26, 1970, in 
Carbondale, passed away 
on December 31, 2024, in 
Burghausen, Germany, due 
to complications from a heart 
attack and infection. He was 
surrounded by several family 
members.

Janseen’s priorities in life 
were his sons Nolan and Re-
ese, and his wife Kelly, their 
well-being always came first. 

He had an enormous heart, 
a wonderful sense of humor 
and was a kind soul who 
never met a stranger. He was 
a man of Christian faith who 
was generous, loyal, brave 
and always full of laughter 
and jokes.

Growing up he was an avid 
baseball player and lived for 
summer Khoury League. He 
had an undeniable natural 
talent as a pitcher and third 
baseman and was fearless at 
the plate. He played at Cobden 
High School all four years. He 
went on to play for John A. 
Logan Community College 
in Carterville and Belmont 
College in Nebraska before 
signing with the National 
League’s Pittsburgh Pirates 
in 1992.

His love of baseball contin-
ued through summer coaching 
of his son’s teams. He had nat-
ural rapport with the boys that 
he helped coach and treated 
them with respect and always 
looked to encourage and build 
them up, which in turn caused 
them to respect him immense-
ly still to this day.

He leaves a huge hole in 
the hearts of his family and 
friends who were always 
entertained by his stories and 
hilarious sense of humor. 
He was a true inspiration of 
courage and strength. He was 
determined to win and was 
the guy you wanted on your 
team – and there are many 
teams out there who will feel 
his absence.

Janseen is survived by his 
wife, Kelly Hand; two sons, 
Nolan Hand and Reese Hand; 
his parents, Henry Hand and 

Edna Mae 
(Johnson) 
of Cobden; 

brothers Henry (Dawn) Hand 
of Anna, Tony (Robbie) Hand 
of Skiatook, Okla., John Hand 
of Cobden and Eric Hand 
of Jacksonville, Ill.; sister 
Stephanie (Geoff) Ritter of 
Murphysboro; brother-in-law 
Corey South of Marion; aunt 
Mildred (Mike) Dewitt of 
Ullin; great-aunt Jean Gools-
by of Cobden; uncle George 
(Linda) Hand of Buckhan-
non, W. Va.; aunt Jean Marie 
(Mike) Thorton of Zeigler; 
aunt Lucille (Butch) Carpen-
ter of Paragould, Ark.; aunt 
Debbie (Wade) McArthur 
of Collinsville; aunt Betty 
Johnson; and great-aunt Erma 
Shelton of Jonesboro. 

He was “Uncle Jake” to 
many nieces and nephews 
who surely all have a story to 
tell of his shenanigans.

We have thrown many 
prayers to you Jake, may you 
catch every one of them and 
know that you are loved by 
many. Rest in Peace.

Funeral services will be at 
12 noon Saturday, January 
18, 2025, at the Cobden High 
School Gymnasium, with 
Bradley Dexter officiating. 

Visitation will be from 10 
a.m. and until the service at 
12 noon at the Cobden High 
School Gymnasium. 

Interment will be in the 
Cobden Cemetery. In lieu 
of flowers memorial contri-
butions are preferred to his 
sons, Nolan and Reese Hand. 
Envelopes will be available at 
the school on the day of the 
service and at Rendleman & 
Hileman Funeral Home.

To view the obituary and to 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Cobden is in 
charge of arrangements.

Janseen Ray Hand

Christina E. Nickles, 89, of 
Anna, died Wednesday, Jan. 
8, 2025, at Mercy Southeast 
Hospital in Cape Girardeau. 

She was born on Jan. 15, 
1935, in Jonesboro, the daugh-
ter of Christ and Estella Good-
man Nickles.

She is survived by her son-
in-law, Douglas Meadows; 
grandchildren Doug Mead-
ows II and Mary Kather-
ine (Terry) Meadows-Oat-
man; great-grandchildren 
Alex Meadows, Eldin Myers, 
Connor Meadows and Olivia 
Meadows; nieces, nephews 
and other relatives. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; daughter Mel-
ody Meadows; and siblings 
Glenn, Lynn, Willie, Ray, 
Ellis, Billy and Mary. 

She worked at the Flor-
sheim Shoe Factory in Anna 
until it closed. Afterwards, 
she worked for the Union 
County Sheriff’s Department 
and Shawnee Development 
Council. 

She enjoyed watching hum-
mingbirds, but her greatest 

l o v e  w a s 
h e r  f a m -
i ly,  espe-

cially her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

Private funeral services 
for Christina Nickles will be 
held at Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Jonesboro, 
with Father Uriel Salamanca 
officiating. Interment will 
take place at the Jonesboro 
Cemetery.

To visit her memorial page 
and to leave online condo-
lences for her family, visit 
the Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home website at 
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Jonesboro 
is in charge of arrangements.

Christina E. Nickles

Cheryl April Anne Wright, 
76, died Tuesday, Jan. 7, 
2025 at Deaconess Hospital 
in Evansville, Ind. 

She was born on June 16, 
1948, in Meridian, Texas. 

She married Kenneth Carl-
son on Dec. 3, 2002. He 
preceded her in death Nov. 
5, 2022.

She had a bright smile and 
cheerful personality. She 
worked for many years at 
the Trueblood dining hall on 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale campus. 

She enjoyed traveling, 
especially to the beach, and 
making stained glass with 
Kenneth at their home stu-
dio. 

She is survived by her 
daughter, April Hill, and 
brother, David Dewitt. She 
was preceded in death by 

her parents; 
h u s b a n d 
K e n n e t h 

Carlson; and brother Ernest 
Dewitt. She will be dearly 
missed.

There will be no services 
at this time. 

To view the obituary and 
to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Jonesboro 
is in charge of arrangements.

Cheryl April Anne Wright

Beverly Jane Pecord, lov-
ingly known as Bunny, went 
home to be with her Lord and 
Savior at 1:15 p.m. on Jan. 
10, 2025, at the age of 96, 
surrounded by her family.

She was born on Jan. 29, 
1928, in Louisville, Ky., the 
daughter of Walter and Gladys 
Miller-Becker.  

She married Orval “Gene” 
Pecord on June 6, 1946, in 
Paducah, Ky.  Theirs was a 
love story for the ages.  They 
shared many happy years 
together before he preceded 
her in death on Nov. 17, 2004.  

She attended Lake Milligan 
Baptist Church in Miller City 
for much of her life, and in 
later years she attended Alex-
ander Freewill Baptist Church 
in Olive Branch.  

Bunny held many positions, 
including postmaster of the 
Cache, Ill., post office and 
running multiple goose hunt-
ing clubs with her husband 
Gene. 

She was also a choir di-
rector at Lake Milligan and 
taught several generations 
in Sunday School and Bible 
School.  

In her later life, she worked 
with her family at The Briar 
Patch consignment store. 
However, her most beloved 
role was raising her children 
and being Granny to her grand-
children, great-grandchildren 
and great-great-grandchil-
dren. 

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Clinton (Susan) Pe-
cord of Mounds, Ill., Becky 
(Stan) Cantrell of Advance, 
Mo., Billy (Deana) Pecord 
of Olive Branch, Ill., and 
Amy (Bill) McClarney of 
Olive Branch, Ill.; sister Patsy 
Mason of Anna, Ill.; grand-
children Jeffery (Melanie) 
Pecord, Lisa (Jason) Mueller, 
Lorna (Aaron) Freed, Natalie 
Cash, Lauren (Tim) But-
ler, Lucas (Addie) Pecord, 
Hannah McClarney, Angie 
Poe and Steven Cantrell; 
16 great-grandchildren; 11 
great-great-grandchildren; 

and many 
nieces and 
nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, her parents, 
brother Walter Becker, two 
nephews and a great-great-
grandson.

A special thanks to her 
incredible caregivers who 
helped her stay in her home 
for the last few years: Lisa 
Rodgers, Maria Van Meter, 
Becki Satterlee and Terri Ol-
iver. Also, a heart-felt thank 
you to the amazing staff at 
Providence Hospice at the 
Lutheran Home for the care 
they provided her in her final 
days. As our Granny would 
say, angels around you.

Visitation will be Friday, 
Jan. 17, from 4 p.m. until 7 
p.m., and Saturday, Jan. 18, 
from 10 a.m. until the time 
of service at 11 a.m., with the 
Rev. Sam Ramdial officiating, 
all at Crain Funeral Home in 
Tamms. 

Interment will follow the 
funeral service at Beechwood 
Cemetery in Mounds, Ill.

Memorials can be made to 
St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital and/or the Wounded 
Warrior Project and/or Provi-
dence Home Health & Hos-
pice, 2825 Bloomfield Rd., 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. 63703. 
Memorial envelopes will be 
available at the funeral home.

To view the obituary or to 
leave an online condolence 
for the family, visit www.
crainsonline.com.

Crain Funeral Home in 
Tamms in charge of arrange-
ments.

Beverly Jane Pecord
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News from

First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

On Sunday, Jan. 12, Pastor 
Perry Williams spoke in the 
morning service. 

His message addressed  wor-
shipping and giving to the Lord 
with the right attitude. He also 
shared a reminder that “if we 
repent, He will not remember 
our sins anymore.” Scripture 
was from Isaiah and Malachi.

The service was sent by 
transmitter station 87.9 for 
those who wanted to listen on 
the radio. The service was also 
live streamed on Facebook. 
The church’s Facebook page, 
Jonesboro FBC, has videos 
and the latest information 
about church events.

Music director Dee Rose 
led worship. Debbie York was 
the pianist. John Turner sang 
the song “Hymn of Heaven.” 
He accompanied himself on 
the guitar. 

Men’s and women’s Bible 
studies were scheduled at 6 
p.m. Monday, Jan. 13.

The LLL senior adult group 
planned to have a monthly 
meeting and potluck meal 
Tuesday morning, Jan. 14.

Birthdays: Jerry Hunter, 
Aaron Sheffer, Jan. 7; Mi-
chael DeLashmutt, Jan. 8; 
Amy Sheffer, Jan. 10; Denna 
Williams, Jan. 11; Robert Mc-
Cain, Jan. 12; Marcita Martin, 
Jan. 18; Kim Anderson, Jan. 
20. 

The regular schedule for 
worship at Jonesboro First 
Baptist includes Sunday 
School classes on Sundays 
at 9 a.m., Sunday morning 
worship at 10 a.m. and Sunday 
evening worship at 6 p.m. 

Youth meet from 6 p.m. to 
7 p.m. on Sundays and from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednesdays. 

The Dig-In program for 
children meets at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesdays.

An adult prayer meeting 
and Bible study are scheduled 
on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 

News from

Camp Ground Church, Community
It seems like it has been a 

long time since the last col-
umn. Like just about every 
other church in the region, 
Camp Ground Church did not 
have services Jan. 5.  Also, like 
many homes in the area, the 
church was without electricity 
for about four days.

In spite of the hardships of 
ice, snow and power outages, 
the hearts of those in the Camp 
Ground Church community are 
heavy and prayers are constant 
for those with worse winter 
weather than what has been 
experienced here or those who 
enduring the ravages of the 
west coast wildfires.

Those in the church family 
were glad to be back together 
on Sunday.

Bro. Easton’s sermon was 
titled “Freedom to Love,” with 
his main scripture Galatians 
5:1-6.

The message asked: “What 
do we think of when we hear 

the word love? A feeling for a 
person that grows with time?

“Jesus loved us so much that 
He died on the cross so that all 
who will believe can be freed 
from sin.”  

In the selected scripture, 
Paul was urging the new Chris-
tians in Galatia to not fall back 
into the “slavery” of sin.  

The message shared that 
“if we look backward, we are 
focused on what is behind. We 
should look forward to what is 
ahead with Christ by our side.

“As a result of freedom from 
sin our faith should express it-
self through love.  We do good 
as a result of our salvation, not 
for our salvation.”

Kayton Crane rang the bell 
to begin the worship service. 
Addi Bonner assisted Kayton 
in receiving the tithes and 
offerings.  

Camp Ground Church’s 
elder for January is Rodney 
Miller.

Nancy Pind’s birthday was 
Jan. 8. Collin Crane’s birthday 
was Jan. 10. Jhan Miller’s 
birthday was Jan. 12.

Sympathy is extended to the 
family of Janseen Hand, who 
passed away Dec. 31. Some 
of his family live in church’s 
neighborhood.

Following worship, those 
who could remained and took 
down the tree and Advent dec-
orations in the sanctuary.

Camp Ground Church in-
vites anyone who does not 
have a church home to join 
them in study and worship any 
or every Sunday.  

Fellowship and coffee are at 
9:15 a.m., followed by Sunday 
School classes for all ages at 
9:30 a.m. and morning worship 
at 10:30 a.m. 

The church is located at the 
intersection of Camp Ground 
Road and Tunnel Lane east of 
Anna and just north of Illinois 
Route 146.

Food service
sanitation
courses set at 
Shawnee

Shawnee Community Col-
lege is planning to offer 
four food service sanitation 
courses during the spring 
semester.

The  schedule  for  the 
courses follows:

Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 
10-11, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
Union County Extension 
Center, Anna.

Saturday, March 22, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Alexander County 
Extension Center, Cairo.

Saturday, April 5, 8 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m., Johnson County 
Extension Center, Vienna.

Saturday, May 17, 8 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m., Johnson County 
Extension Center, Vienna.

Registration is available 
by calling 618-634-3200.

A toy bulldozer appeared to be taking on the 
challenge of tackling snow which had fallen Friday, Jan. 
10, in Cobden. 

Scenes in the snow...

A heavy fur coat made winter weather a little more 
bearable for a dog watching the snow fall Friday 
afternoon, Jan. 10, in Cobden.
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News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A morning worship service 

was held Sunday, Jan. 12.
Announcements were given 

by Jessica Elkins. Music was 
led by Pastor Randy Wright and 
the worship team.

Special music was presented 
by Jonathon Cauble.

A message titled “What Does 
It Take to be a Better Chris-
tian?” was brought by Pastor 
Randy Wright. Scripture was 
from Matthew, Ephesians, 
John, Colossians, 1 Corinthi-
ans, Mark, 1 Peter, 1 Thessalo-
nians and Philippians.

There was no Sunday eve-
ning service. 

Birthday: Kaylee Smith, 
Dec. 12.

Sunday, Jan. 19
Breakfast, 9 a.m. Sunday 

School, 9:30 a.m. Morning 
service, 10:35 a.m. Evening 
worship service, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 22
A Wednesday night service 

is planned at 6:30 p.m. in the 
sanctuary. A youth group meet-
ing is planned at 6:30 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall.

The church can be contacted 
by calling the church office at 
833-6702 and leaving a  mes-
sage if necessary or by calling 
Pastor Wright at 618-534-7103.

News from

Anna First Baptist Church
Anna First Baptist Church 

met for worship on Sunday, 
Jan. 12.

Pastor Lupe greeted every-
one in the sanctuary and on 
the church’s live stream of 
the service. 

Announcements  were 
shared. Prayers were said 
over the prayer list.

The call to worship was on 
joy and triumph.

The worship team led in  
the singing of “Count Your 
Blessings,” “Above All” and 
“Oceans.” 

Pastor  Lupe’s  sermon 

was the  beginning of  a 
study about the Book of 
Revelation in the New Tes-
tament.

He shared that the Book 
of Revelation, written by the 
Apostle John, “is a profound 
and symbolic work that re-
veals God’s ultimate plan for 
humanity and the culmination 
of history.  

“Addressed  to  seven 
churches in Asia Minor, it 
provides both encouragement 
and warning to believers fac-
ing persecution.  

“Central to the message is 

the triumph of Jesus Christ 
over evil, ensuring hope and 
victory for the faithful. Its 
vivid imagery and prophet-
ic visions underscore the 
sovereignty of God and the 
promise of a new heaven and 
earth for His people.”

After the service, a church 
potluck meal was shared. The 
meal featured soups, sand-
wiches and desserts.

Sunday School for all ages 
meets at 9 a.m. each Sunday 
morning. 

The church’s worship ser-
vice for adults and children’s 
church start at 10:15 a.m. on 
Sunday. 

The church has a prayer 
time at 6 p.m. on Wednesday. 
The church has a youth pro-
gram which meets at 6 p.m. 
on Wednesday. 

The church has a bus which 
runs for all of its programs 
and services. Information 
is available by calling the 
church’s office during the 
day.

First Baptist Church is 
located at 409 Morgan St. in 
Anna. The church’s phone 
number is 833-5416. The 
church’s website is www.
annafirst.org. The church’s 
YouTube address is Anna 
First Live Stream.



HELP 
WANTED

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

HELP WANTED: Shaw-
nee Community College 
is looking for full and 
part-time Custodian for 
their Ullin Campus and 
The Massac County Ex-
tension Center. For more 
information, please Call 
618-634-3200 Ext. 3436 
   6-17gp

 IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
BARBARA ANN 
PORTERFIELD,

DECEASED.
NO. 2024-PR-30
IN PROBATE

NOTICE OF DEATH 
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION, 
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IF GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of 
BARBARA ANN POR-
TERFIELD, of Anna, Il-
linois. Letters of Office 
were issued on January 
3, 2025, to STEPHEN R. 
PORTERFIELD, of 4190 
Burns Road, P.O. Box 
84, Dongola, IL 62926, 
whose attorney is Elvis C. 
Cameron, 205B N. Main 
St., Anna, Illinois.
Within 42 days after the 

effective date of the orig-
inal Order of admission, 
you may file a petition 
with the Court to require 
proof of the Will by tes-
timony of the witnesses 
in open Court or other 
evidence, as provided by 
Section 5/6-21 of the Pro-
bate Act (755 ILCS 5/6-
21.)
You also have the right, 

under Section 5/8-1 of 
the Probate Act (755 IICS 
5/8-1), to contest the va-
lidity of the Will by filing 
a petition with the Court 
within six (6) months af-
ter admission of the Will 
to probate.
The estate will be ad-

ministered without Court 
supervision unless, under 
Section 5/28-4 of the Pro-
bate Act (Ill. Compiled 
Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, Par. 
5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Inde-
pendent Administration 
at any time by mailing 
or delivering a petition to 
terminate ot the Clerk of 
this Court.
Claims against the es-

tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Clerk of this 
court at the Union County 
Courthouse, 309 W. Mar-
ket St., Jonesboro, Illi-
nois, or with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or both, on 
or before July 16, 2025, or 
if mailing or delivery of 
a notice from the Execu-
tor is required by Section 
5/18-3 of the Probate Act 
of the State of Illinois, the 
date stated in that notice. 
Any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered by the 
claimant to the Executor 
and to the attorneys with-
in ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.
Dated: January 16, 2025.
STEPHEN R. PORTER-

FIELD
CAMERON LAW 

FIRM, LLC
ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR IN-

DEPENDENT 

EXECUTOR
205B N. MAIN ST.
ANNA, ILLINOIS 

62906
PHONE: 618-833-2220

ARDC# 6244394
8221-949365

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT
State of Illinois

SS
County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to “An Act in 
relation to the use of an 
Assumed Name in the 
conduct of Transaction of 
Business in the State,” as 
Amended that a certifica-
tion was filed by the un-
dersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County,
Filed this 7th day of Jan-

uary, 2025, under the As-
sumed Name of Bread of 
Life Cafe, with the place 
of business located at 
1155 E. Vienna St., Ste. 
D, Anna, IL 62906, and 
that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the 
Sole Owner(s) and Propri-
etors of said Business is:

Owners: Vincent and 
Naomi Hahn

Address: 2880 Friend-
ship School Rd., Anna, IL 

62906
Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

8221-949364

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

CITY OF ANNA
ZONING BOARD OF 

APPEALS
PUBLIC NOTICE is 

hereby given that the City 
of Anna Zoning Board of 
Appeals will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on the 3RD 
day of February, 2025 at 
6:00PM at the Anna City 
Hall, 103 Market Street, 
Anna, Illinois to consid-
er the request for a vari-
ance, filed by KRISTEN 
BIGGERSTAFF for the 
following described real 
estate:
S21 T12 R1W LOT 70 

ANNA HEIGHTS SUB-
DIVISION 41.7’X 160’X 
75’X 121.2’X 51.2’
SAID PARCEL TO 

CONTAIN 0.41 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS.
SAID PARCEL BE-

ING SUBJECT TO ALL 
RIGHT-OF-WAY AND 
EASEMENTS, RE-
CORDED OR OTHER-
WISE. ALL SITUATED 
IN THE COUNTY OF 
UNION, STATE OF IL-
LINOIS.
Permanent Index Num-

ber(s): 14-00-11-831
Common street address 

of 148 FRONT ST., 
ANNA, IL 62906
Petitioner seeks a vari-

ance to the permitted prin-
cipal uses requirement in 
a R-1 Zone as defined in 
section 40-2-12 of the Re-
vised Code of Ordinanc-
es of the City of Anna, 
Illinois. The variance is 
requested in order to al-
low the dwelling to be 
a two-family and not a 
one-family dwelling as 
required in the R-1, Res-
idential District.
The Petition in its en-

tirety is available for in-
spection and copying at 
the Anna City Hall. All 
persons interested in such 
petition should attend and 
will be given an oppor-
tunity to be heard. The 
Public Hearing may be 
continued from time to 
time without further pub-
lic notice.

City of Anna
Zoning Board of 

Appeals
103 Market Street

Anna, Illinois 62906
8221-949414

IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 
FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF

DONALD M. 
BALLESTRO

Decedent.
No. 2024-PR-28

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to credi-

tors of the death of DON-
ALD M. BALLESTRO. 
Letters of Office were 
issued to Executor, San-
dra L. Ballestro whose 
address is 3085 Kaolin 
Road Cobden, Illinois 
62920, whose attorney of 
record is the law office 
of Brandon, Schmidt & 
Montgomery, 916 West 
Main Street, P.O. Box 
3898, Carbondale, Illinois 
62902. (The estate will 
be administered without 
court supervision unless 
under 28-4 of the Probate 
Act (755 ILCS 5/28-4) 
any interested person ter-
minates independent ad-
ministration at any time 
by mailing or delivering a 
petition to terminate to the 
clerk.)
Claims against the estate 

may be filed in the Union 
County Circuit Clerk’s 
Office or with the repre-
sentative or both, on or 
before July 9, 2025 or, 
if mailing or delivery of 
a notice from the repre-
sentative is required by 
18-3 of the Probate Act 
of 1975, the date stated 
in that notice. Any claim 
not filed on or before that 
date is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the clerk 
must be mailed or deliv-
ered by the claimant to the 
estate representatives and 
to the attorney within ten 
(10) days after it has been 
filed.

/s/ Dakotah L. Hubler,
# 6349451

8221-949212

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
MARILYN D. 

LANGHOLF TOLER,
DECEASED

NO. 2024-PR-29
IN PROBATE

NOTICE OF DEATH 
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION, 
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of 
Marilyn D. Langholf Tol-
er, of Anna, Illinois. Let-
ters of Office were issued 
on Dec. 20, 2024, to Doug 
Bridgeman, 605 Barrin-
ger School Lane, Anna, 
Illinois 62906 as Inde-
pendent Executor, whose 
attorney is Elvis C. Cam-
eron, 205B N. Main St., 
Anna, Illinois.
Further notice is given 

to descendants of Shirley 
Toler, fi any, and to Dale 
Lawrence, whose where-
abouts is unknown, as to 
the rights detailed herein.
Within 42 days after the 

effective date of the orig-
inal Order of admission, 
you may file a petition 
with the Court to requite 
proof of the Will by tes-
timony of the witnesses 
in open Court or other 
evidence, as as provided 
by Section 5/6-21 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/6-21.)
You also have the right, 

under Section 5/8-1 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/8-1), to contest the va-
lidity of the Will by filing 
a petition with the Court 
within six (6) months af-
ter admission of the Will 
to probate.
The estate will be ad-

ministered without Court 
supervision unless, under 
Section 5/28-4 of the Pro-
bate Act (Ill. Compiled 
Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, Par. 
5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Inde-
pendent Administration 
at any time by mailing 
or delivering a petition to 
terminate to the Clerk of 
this Court.
Claims against the es-

tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Clerk of this 
court at the Union Coun-
ty Courthouse, 309 W. 

Market St., Jonesboro, 
Illinois, or with the Inde-
pendent Executor, or both, 
on or before July 2, 2025, 
or if mailing or delivery of 
a notice from the Execu-
tor is required by Section 
5/18-5 of the Probate Act 
of the State of Illinois the 
date stated in that notice. 
Any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered by the 
claimant to the Executor 
and to the attorneys with-
in ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.

Dated: December 20, 
2024.

DOUG BRIDGEMAN
CAMERON LAW 

FIRM, LLC
ELVIS C. CAMERON

ATTORNEY FOR 
INDEPENDENT 

EXECUTOR
205B N. MAIN ST.
ANNA, ILLINOIS 

62906
PHONE: 618-833-2220

ARDC# 6244394
8221-949156

The Gazette-Democrat 
Classified Section

Anna Office
618-833-2158 

classifieds@annanews.com
AD DEADLINE IS 3 P.M. MONDAY

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds .....................35¢ per word

$8.00 minimum for each paid ad per week

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .....................................$14.00

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                                                        By Suzan Harvel

A New Year...
It’s a new year…and 

what a mess it’s been. First 
ice and the accompanying 
power outages, then single 
digit temperatures, fol-
lowed by 3 inches of snow. 

I know it’s worse in 
other areas, and believe 
me, I’m praying for those 
folks. I’m missing attend-
ing church, as Mill Creek 
has been out for three ser-
vices in a row.

Prayer List 
Added to the prayer 

list are Fred Wood, who 
is having heart surgery on 
Jan. 22; Jim Hubka for a 
huge blood clot and his 
family who have health is-
sues as well; Josh and Au-
tumn Tripp, whose home 
burned; and Rita Austad, 
who is in the hospital with 
pneumonia. 

Also, be in prayer for the 
family of Carol Pinkston, 
who passed away this past 

week, and for those who 
lost everything, including 
loved ones, in the fires in 
California. 

Helpers Commended 
I also want to commend 

the road crews for staying 
on top of things. The road 
out front of our house nev-
er lacked for traffic. 

The power crews had 
their work cut out for them, 
as well. While we didn’t 
go over an hour without 
power, I know many others 
went a week or better in the 
dark and cold.

I know from prior first-
hand experience that’s no 
fun. Thanks to them, those 
folks who cleared parking 
lots, volunteers who cut up 
tree limbs and all the first 
responders out there for 
being our heroes.

“Enjoying” Winter 
Weather

While many of us “old-
er” folks were lamenting 
the crazed shoppers, being 
cooped up and the shortage 
of bagged salt and gaso-
line, the younger set were 
planning for days off of 
school where they could 
get out and enjoy the sled-
ding, snowmen making 
and the snowball fights that 
are nearly a requirement 
when it snows. 

Friends of mine who 
lived in areas that only had 
a bit of snow still posted 
photos of their kids and 
grandkids getting out and 
enjoying it. Even if the 
snowman was tiny and the 
snow was a just enough for 
a single strike snowball. 

Adults get into snow on 
occasion, beyond the ski 
resorts. 

I remember the first 
winter we lived in Utah, 
my dad was recuperating 
from a car wreck, which 
had left him with two bro-
ken legs. 

That didn’t stop him 
from going deer hunting 
after a huge snowfall. His 
buddies dug him out a 
trench and propped him up 
against a tree and he shot 
two. Which was two more 
than anyone else got.  

When I was about 9 
years old, we were in Mill 
Creek on vacation from 

where we were stationed in 
Georgia and had a doozie 
of a snowstorm hit. 

That didn’t stop my dad 
from creating a snow-lady, 
complete with “jewelry” 
created from bits of big 
chain out of grandpa’s 
barn. 

He then helped us and 
our cousins make an igloo. 
This was the man who 
hated cold weather, but the 
lure of fun in the snow got 
to him anyway. 

Later, when my husband 
and I were newly married, 
we got out with friends and 
did some red-neck sled-
ding in a bathtub pulled by 
a 4-wheel drive truck. 

We also hosted snow 
events, like tubing down 
the big hill by our house, 
while trying to avoid the 
creek at the bottom. Some 
seem destined to land in it. 
I made a ton of hot cocoa 
that year.  

The years passed and 
when our children came 
along, we had adventures 
with them. Now are hav-
ing them with their own 
children. Some things are 
just meant to be repeated. 

Winter is just getting 
started so I image all of us 
will have many more days 
of it to “enjoy.” Stay safe 
and stay warm. 

Union 
County 
Fixin’s 

By Suzan Harvel
Bologna Salad

By the late 
Martha Beights

1 pound of bologna 
from deli (not sliced)

4 hard-boiled eggs, 
peeled

1 cup mayonnaise
3 tablespoons sweet 

relish
3/4 teaspoon celery seed
Salt and pepper to taste
Grate bologna and eggs 

or grind in a food proces-
sor. Mix in rest of ingre-
dients. 

Keep refrigerated until 
ready to be served.

Serve on bread or lettuce 
leaves.

Memento brings back special memories
Martha Ann Webb of 

Anna shares that she 
recently received a 1909 
plate for Christmas from 
Beverly Hankla Thorn-
ton,  who lives in Cali-
fornia now. 

The plate was a gift 
to her from her grand-
mother Mamie Vaughn, 
who lived in Anna. 

Martha says she and 
Beverly played flutes 
together while attending 
Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School. She 
also shared the following 
news:

When I was writing 
the Anna News Beverly 
knew how much I loved 
history of our communi-
ty and wanted to send me 
this calendar plate that 
said from the Jonesboro 
store. Beverly said she 
knew I would find a good 
place to display it. 

I messaged another 
high school friend Donna 
Sitter and asked her if 
she knew where the store 
was because she loves 
history of our commu-
nity also. It wasn’t long 
till I got the two pictures 
from Donna of the store 
in Jonesboro.

A little history of Bev-
erly’s family she sent me. 
Beverly’s great-grand-
mother was Minnie Mur-
phy. She was John Da-
vis’s great-grandmother 
too. His grandmother, 
Maude West, and Bev-
erly were sisters.

Phyllis Vaughn was 
married to her third cous-
in, Larry Vaughn.  Their 
grandfathers were broth-
ers. His grandpa, Jess 
Vaughn, and Beverly’s 
grandpa, Everett Vaughn, 
who was married to Bev-
erly’s grandma Mamie, 

Scene at store in Jonesboro.

Scene at store in Jonesboro.

Holiday plate, WRAJ button.

who the plate belonged  
to were very close all 
their lives.   

The two came from 
Tennessee as young men 
and the youngest of thir-
teen children. Their fa-
ther, Wiley Vaughn, was 
killed in the Civil War.   

“If anyone knows who 
owned the store or who is 
in these pictures, please 
let us know.

Beverly also sent me 
the souvenir button in 
the picture  from WRAJ 
1440. 

State senator participates
in inaugural ceremonies

State Sen. Dale Fowler, 
R-Harrisburg, participated 
in inaugural ceremonies of 
the Illinois Senate as the 
104th General Assembly 
convened Jan. 8 in the 
State Capitol Building in 
Springfield.

Illinois Supreme Court 
Justice Mary Kay O’Brien 
administered the oath of 
office to newly elected 
state senators. Fowler has 
served in the Senate since 
2016.

“It’s an amazing honor 
to serve the 59th District. I 
will continue to work hard 
to grow our economy and 
to showcase the beauty of 
Southern Illinois and the 
amazing resiliency of the 
good people who call it 
home,” Fowler said in a 
news release. 

“With the convening of 
a new two-year General 
Assembly, we renew our 
commitment to serve our 
great state and welcome 
the opportunities awaiting 
all Illinoisans.”

Fowler said biparti-

san pension reform, bal-
anced budgets and com-
mon-sense economic 
growth initiatives continue 
as his legislative priorities 
to help boost jobs and 
bring economic prosperity 
to Southern Illinois com-
munities.

The 59th Senate Dis-
trict in Southern Illinois 
includes all or part of the 
following counties: Alex-
ander, Pulaski, Massac, 
Johnson, Pope, Union, 
Williamson, Saline, Har-
din, Jackson, Franklin, 
White, Hamilton, and Gall-
atin.

Fowler’s legislative of-
fices are located at 2 N. 
Vine, 6th Floor, Harris-
burg, Ill. 62946, phone 
618-294-8951; and A-Sec-
tion, Office E, Stratton 
Building, Springfield, Ill. 
62706, phone 217-782-
5509. 

His e-mail address is-
senatorfowler59@gmail.
com and his Senate website 
is https://senatorfowler.
com/.
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THURSDAY JANUARY 16, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams NHL Hockey De -
troit Red Wings
at Florida Pan -
thers (Live)

Bang (HD) (4:00) Col lege
Bas ket ball (HD)

Big City “The Fare well”
(‘19)

(5:10) “In Time”
(‘11)

“Pol ter geist”
(‘82):30 Lo cal Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Ext. Makeover
(HD)

Hol ly wood Don’t (HD) Law & Or der
(HD)

Bang (HD) Wiz ards “Show ing Up”
Michelle Wil -
liams.

“Back track”
(‘16) Adrien
Brody.

“Fi nal Des ti na -
tion” Devon
Sawa.:30 (:31) First Mar -

riage
Bang (HD) ZOMBIES

8 PM (:01) Only Mur -
ders

Ramsay’s Food
Stars

Law & Or der:
SVU

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

ZOMBIES
:30 Ghosts NHL Hockey Ed -

mon ton vs Col o -
rado (Live)

Bang (HD) Kiff aa “Kicks”
(‘16) Jahking
Guillory.

“127 Hours”
(‘11) James
Franco.

(:45) “Talk to
Me” (‘23, Hor -
ror) Sophie
Wilde.9 PM Only Mur ders

(HD)
Mat lock “Belly of
the”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Found (HD) Jok ers Law & Or der:
SVU

Kiff
:30 Jok ers Moon Girl

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal “Aquaman”
(‘18, Ac tion) Ja -
son Momoa.
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU Sex
crimes. (HD)

Jessie “The Florida
Pro ject” (‘17)
Willem Dafoe.
(R)

(:05) aac

“High Rise”
(‘16) Tom
Hiddleston. (R)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Jessie “Good Boy”
(‘23) Gard
Løkke. (R)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Blu ey

:30 Night line Mid night Late Night Blu ey

FRIDAY JANUARY 17, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA Bas ket ball
Or lando Magic
at Boston
Celtics (Live)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City Bill Maher: Is?
(HD)

“Amityville” (‘05) 
(HD)

“Pri mal Fear”
(‘96):30 Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) NCIS: Syd ney
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball In di ana vs
Ohio State (HD)

Night (HD) aaa “Black
Adam” (‘22, Ac -
tion) Dwayne
John son. (HD)

WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(HD)

“Movie” (:08) “Fast &
Fu ri ous” (‘09,
Ac tion) Vin Die -
sel.

“Birds of Prey:
And the” (‘20)
(R)

Dex ter: Orig i nal
Sin:30 Night (HD)

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Fire Coun try “I
Do”

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news.

The Agency
(HD):30 NBA Bas ket ball

Char lotte Hor -
nets at Chi cago
Bulls (Live)

ZOMBIES (:49) “The Last
House on the
Left” (‘09) (HD)9 PM S.W.A.T. “Life”

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams Law & Or der:

SVU
(:10) Kiff Real Time with

(HD)
“Sling shot”
(‘24) Casey
Affleck.:30 “The Sui cide

Squad” (‘21,
Ac tion) Margot
Robbie. (HD)

(:35) Kiff

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Law & Or der:
SVU

Moon Girl Real Time with
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Big City (:39) ac

“Pulse” (‘06)
Kristen Bell.

(:50) “I.S.S.”
(‘24) Ariana
DeBose.11 PM SportsCenter

(HD)
Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City Real Time with
(HD):30 Night line Mid night Lo cal Late Night Big City

THURSDAY
7:00pm

HBO Show ing Up aaa (2023, Com edy)
Michelle Wil liams, Hong Chau. A sculp tor
strug gles to fi nal ize her pieces be fore the day
of her open ing show amidst snide re marks
from her com pet i tors and is sues with her fam -
ily and friends. NR (HD)

8:31pm
CBS Ghosts “The Work Re treat” Af ter Trevor
fakes his way into a re mote fi nan cial an a lyst
job, a man da tory in-per son work re treat
threat ens to bring ev ery thing crash ing down
around him. TVPG (HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

TBS Black Adam aaa (2022, Ac tion)
Dwayne John son, Sa rah Shahi. An an cient be -
ing with the power of an Egyp tian god breaks
free 5,000 years af ter be ing im pris oned, de ter -
mined to un leash his unique jus tice. PG-13
(HD)

9:00pm
CBS S.W.A.T. “Life” A prison hos tage sit u a -
tion goes side ways when a bomb det o nates,
re leas ing sev eral max i mum-se cu rity pris on ers 
from their cells. TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
PARSHO Hell or High Wa ter aaac (2016,
Drama) Jeff Bridges, Chris Pine. Two es tranged
broth ers de cide to rob the bank that is threat en -
ing to fore close on their land, but they are chased
by a Texas Ranger and his part ner. R (HD)

8:55pm
HBO The Ac coun tant aaa (2016, Ac tion)
Ben Affleck, Anna Kendrick. A gifted crim i nal
ac coun tant is as signed to work with a firm with 
a dis crep ancy in their books, but as he digs up
the truth, the he is pur sued by au thor i ties. R
(HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY JANUARY 18, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM ESPN Doc. Lo cal (3:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams ESPN Doc. Bang (HD) (3:30) IMSA
WeatherTech
Sports Car
Cham pi on ship
(HD)

(5:15) “Movie” “Sully” Tom
Hanks.

The Knick “Whip -
lash”

“The Dead
Don’t Hurt”
(‘24) Vicky
Krieps. (R)

:30 Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

NFL To day ESPN Films Bang (HD)

7 PM NFL Foot ball
“Teams TBA”
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball St. John’s
vs Seton Hill

The Wall (HD) ESPN Films
(HD)

aac “Trans -
form ers: Be gin -
nings” (‘07)
Kevin Dunn.
(NR)

StuGo “A Dif fer ent
Man” (‘24)
Sebastian Stan.
(HD)

“Love & Other
Drugs” (‘10)
Jake Gyllenhaal.:30 StuGo

8 PM Date line NBC StuGo “Hell or High
Wa ter” (‘16)
(HD):30 StuGo

9 PM Lo cal Pro grams Sat ur day Night
Live

9-1-1 (HD) Kiff (:55) “The Ac -
coun tant” (‘16)
Ben Affleck.
(HD)

“Moon light”
Trevante
Rhodes.:30 Lo cal Kiff (:45) “Pig” (‘21,

Drama) Nicolas
Cage. (R) (HD)10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Spe cial (HD) Lo cal (:15) aac

“Days of Thun -
der” (‘90) Tom
Cruise.

9-1-1 (HD) Kiff
:30 Sat ur day Night

Live (HD)
SportsCenter
with Scott (HD)

Kiff “Ev ery thing Ev -
ery where” (‘22)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams 9-1-1 (HD) StuGo “Usual Sus -

pects”:30 StuGo Dex ter Sin

THURSDAY

MONDAY JANUARY 20, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Wom Bball Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

(5:55) “Movie” aaa “Un -
charted” (‘22)

“Curse Llorona”
(‘19)

“Gump”
:30 Lo cal Bang (HD) (:50) aaac

“Selma” (‘15,
Drama) Da vid
Oyelowo. (HD)7 PM To Be An -

nounced
Neigh bor. 9-1-1: Lone Star The Trai tors Ce -

leb ri ties com -
pete.

Bang (HD) WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

aac “Mar -
shall” (‘17)
Chadwick
Boseman. (HD)

aaa

“Trollhunter”
Otto Jespersen.:30 Poppa’s Bang (HD)

8 PM NCIS “Out of
Con trol”

(:02) Res cue:
HI-Surf

Bang (HD) Wiz ards
:30 TBA The Trai tors Ce -

leb ri ties com -
pete.

Bang (HD) Wiz ards “The Last
Black Man in
San” Jimmie
Fails.9 PM To Be An -

nounced
NCIS: Or i gins
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Dad (HD) Wiz ards “Un stop pa ble”
(‘10, Thriller)
(HD)

The Agency
(HD):30 Dad (HD) Wiz ards

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Dad (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

To Be An -
nounced

“Talk to Me”
(‘23) Sophie
Wilde.:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SC (HD) Dad (HD) “Straight Outta
Compton” (‘15)

“The Kill Team”
(‘19) Nat Wolff.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Sports Dad (HD) Race Alaska

race.
Blu ey

:30 Night line Mid night Late Night Sports Dad (HD) Blu ey “Fi nal”

TUESDAY JANUARY 21, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams CFP Rank ings
Show

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

“Movie” “MaXXXine”
(‘24) (R)

“Ghost Dog”
(‘00) (R)

aaa “Pa triot
Games” (‘92)
Har ri son Ford.
(HD)

:30 Bang (HD)

7 PM Will Trent (HD) FBI “Doubted”
(HD)

Kitchen Night -
mares

Med i cal To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

“It Fol lows”
(‘15) Maika Mon -
roe.

“127 Hours”
(‘11) James
Franco.:30 Night (HD) Bang (HD)

8 PM High Po ten tial
(HD)

FBI: In ter na -
tional

Doc (HD) Deal or No Deal
(HD)

The Joe Schmo
Show

Law & Or der:
SVU

Wiz ards “Mur der Com -
pany” (‘24) (HD):30 Wiz ards (:43) “The

Light house”
(‘19) Willem
Dafoe.

(:34) “In Time”
(‘11, Thriller)
Amanda
Seyfried.9 PM The Rookie (HD) FBI: Most

Wanted
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The Ir ra tio nal
(HD)

The Joe Schmo
Show

Law & Or der:
SVU

Wiz ards
:30 Wiz ards aac “Sling -

shot” (‘24)
Casey Affleck.
(R) (HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter

(HD)
Fam ily Law & Or der:

SVU
To Be An -
nounced:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily “Scream” (‘96)
Da vid Arquette.
(R)

aac “Ma -
chete Kills”
Danny Trejo.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Fam ily Law & Or der:

SVU
Blu ey

:30 Night line Mid night Late Night Fam ily Blu ey The Agency

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 22, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams TBA Bang (HD) SVU (HD) (:15) “Movie” (5:55) aaa

“Warcraft” (‘16) 
Travis Fimmel.
(HD)

“A Star Is Born”
(‘18)

“The Switch”
(‘10):30 (:43) To Be An -

nounced Info
un avail able.

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU7 PM Gears The Price Is Right 

at
Spe cial Forces:
World’s Gru el ing 
chal lenge.

Chi cago Med
(HD)

All Elite Wres -
tling: Dy na mite

aaa “The
Giver” (‘14) Jeff 
Bridges.

aaa “Crazy,
Stu pid, Love.”
(‘11) Steve
Carell.

:30 El e men tary Law & Or der:
SVU8 PM Ce leb rity Jeop -

ardy!
Raid The Cage
(HD)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Wiz ards TBA
:30 Law & Or der:

SVU
Wiz ards Waverly
(HD)

To Be An -
nounced

“Love & Other
Drugs” (‘10)
Jake Gyllenhaal.9 PM What Would You

Do?
Elsbeth (HD) Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

(:05) To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

The Joe Schmo
Show

“40 Days and
40 Nights” (‘02) 
(R):30 Law & Or der:

SVU
Wiz ards To Be An -

nounced10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Fam ily To Be An -
nounced:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily Law & Or der:
SVU

aac “Keep -
ing Up with
Joneses”

“Ev ery body
Wants To Be”
(‘09)

“Zack & Miri
Make Porno”
(‘08)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Fam ily Blu ey

:30 Night line Mid night Late Night Fam ily SVU (HD) Blu ey

SUNDAY
7:00pm

MAX A Star Is Born aaac (2018, Drama)
Bradley Coo per, Lady Gaga. When a sea -
soned mu si cian falls in love with a strug gling
singer, he helps push her into the spot light but
soon re al izes his best days may be be hind
him. R

8:00pm
FOX Bob’s Bur gers “Boo gie Days” Bob is
forced to con front his past when Lou ise signs
up for a fa ther-daugh ter boo gie board con test. 
TVPG (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

CBS The Neigh bor hood “Wel come to the
Wicked Step mother” Tina re dou bles her ef -
forts to re unite her fa ther with his wife af ter re -
al iz ing he has age-re lated im pair ments. TVPG
(HD)

9:00pm
HBO Un stop pa ble aaa (2010, Thriller)
Denzel Wash ing ton, Chris Pine. An ex pert en -
gi neer and a nov ice con duc tor race to stop a
run away, poi son ous train from crash ing and
caus ing a ca tas tro phe in a large town di rectly
in its path. PG-13 (HD)

7:00pm
ABC Will Trent “You’re the One I Want
Watch ing My Back” Will and Faith en coun ter a 
world of se crets and cor po rate in trigue when a 
dis pute within a fam ily-owned busi ness leads
to poi son ings; Angie makes a dis cov ery. (HD)

8:00pm
CBS FBI: In ter na tional “A Leader, Not a
Tour ist” The team is joined by a new spe cial
agent af ter his part ner is shot in Los An geles,
with the sus pect ul ti mately flee ing to Bu da -
pest. TV14 (HD)

TUESDAY

7:30pm
ABC Abbott El e men tary “Strike” Greg ory
and O’Shon be come friends; stu dents be gin
to miss school be cause of a strike im pact ing
city buses, so the teach ers turn to hy brid
learn ing. TVPG (HD)

8:38pm
MAX Love & Other Drugs aac (2010,
Com edy) Jake Gyllenhaal, Anne Hathaway. A
phar ma ceu ti cal sales man charms his way
through life but changes when a one-night
stand with a Par kin son’s pa tient de vel ops into
more than ei ther ex pected. R (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY JANUARY 19, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Home Vid eos
(HD)

60 Min utes (HD) NFL Play TBA Path to Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City aaa “Dirty
Rot ten Scoun -
drels” Steve
Mar tin.

(5:29) “Bat man”
(‘23)

“The Big Short”
(‘15):30 NFL on FOX TBA Path to Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Vid eos Tracker “No ble
Rot”

Simp sons To Be An -
nounced

Cham pi on ship
Drive (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

aaa “The
Lion King” (‘19) 
Don ald Glover.
(PG)

aaac “A
Star Is Born”
(‘18) Bradley
Coo per.

Dex ter: Orig i nal
Sin:30 (:31) aaac

“Beauty and
the Beast” (‘17) 
Emma Wat son.

Uni ver sal Bang (HD)

8 PM The Equal izer
(HD)

Bur gers To Be An -
nounced

Wipeout Law & Or der:
SVU

(:10) “The Im i ta -
tion Game”
(‘14, Thriller)
(HD)

The Agency
(HD):30 Krapopolis SportsCenter

with Scott (HD)9 PM To Be An -
nounced

Lo cal Pro grams To Be An -
nounced

aaa “Dune”
(‘21, Ac tion)
Rebecca Fer gu -
son. (PG-13)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Wiz ards (:16) “The Color 
Pur ple” (‘23,
Mu si cal) Fan ta -
sia Barrino.

The Agency
(HD):30 Wiz ards

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

StuGo “Lady Bird”
(‘17) Saoirse
Ronan.

“The Hate ful
Eight” (‘15)
Sam uel L. Jack -
son.

:30 StuGo

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Law & Or der:
SVU

Ham ster
:30 Sports Ham ster “Dif fer ent” “Viva”

MONDAY

Television Listings
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State representative takes oath of office in Springfield
State Rep. Paul Jacobs, 

R-Pomona, was sworn into 
office Wednesday, Jan. 8, 
at the University of Illinois 
Springfield during inaugural 
ceremonies commemorating 
the start of the 104th General 
Assembly. 

Jacobs said in a news 
release that the State of Illi-
nois faces significant fiscal 
challenges in the months and 
years ahead.

“Today is a special day, 
and I am always so grateful 

to the voters of the 118th 
District for giving me this 
privilege to serve. I  am 
thankful to my wife Rhoda, 
who is always my biggest 
supporter, and my family 
for their love and support. 
Our state is in trouble, and 
we need a new approach 
to governing that provides 
financial relief to our citi-
zens and restore their faith 
in government,” Jacobs said.

Jacobs said his focus in a 
new General Assembly will 

be on protecting taxpayers 
and the most vulnerable res-
idents he represents.

“As state representative, 
I am proud to have built a 
solid, conservative record. 
I’ve rejected tax increases, 
pay raises for politicians and 
irresponsible spending.”

Jacobs said he has “de-
manded accountability from 
the Pritzker administration 
to improve services for vet-
erans and individuals with 
disabilities” he represents at 

the Illinois Veterans Home in 
Anna and the Choate Mental 
Health and Developmental 
Center in Anna. “I will con-
tinue this work in the 104th 
General Assembly.”

Jacobs’ Marion office is 
open Monday through Friday 
at 600 Halfway Rd., Suite 
103, Marion, Ill. 62956. 

Jacobs can be reached by 
phone at 618-559-7018. His 
website is RepPaulJacobs.
com and his email address is 
Jacobs@ILHouseGOP.org.

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of Anna has announced 
its schedule of events.  The 
post is located at 70 VFW 
Ln. near Anna. The schedule 
includes:

Live music with Dave 
Clark and Jeremy Wheaton 
is planned from 7 p.m. to 11 
p.m. Jan. 17.

Jan. 18. ACO at 10 a.m. 
Mystify Music from 7 p.m. 
to 11 p.m.

A joint meeting of the 

post and auxiliary is planned 
at 5:30 p.m. Jan. 20. The 
auxiliary plans to meet at 6 
p.m. The post plans to meet 
at 7 p.m.

Glo Bingo is scheduled 
Jan. 24-25.

Star Karaoke is scheduled 
to be at the post from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. Jan. 31.

The canteen is scheduled 
to be open from 1 p.m. to 10 
p.m. Sunday through Thurs-
day and from 1 p.m. to 12 
a.m. on Friday and Saturday. 

Anna VFW calendar of events
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Opinion and

Commentary

Please read this...                         By Geof Skinner

By Garth Reynolds

Executive Director, Illinois Pharmacists Association

The pharmacy profession is under siege. Community phar-
macies (independent and chain) are closing at an alarming 
rate, leaving countless communities without access to es-
sential medications and care. The culprits behind this crisis 
are pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs), whose opaque and 
predatory practices are decimating the very foundation of our 
health care system.

A recent Health Affairs study revealed that nearly 30 per-
cent of U.S. pharmacies have closed since 2010, with closures 
disproportionately affecting rural, urban and underserved 
communities. 

Illinois has seen this crisis firsthand (more than 80 pharmacy 
closures just in 2024), with closures leaving countless residents 
in “pharmacy deserts,” where access to medications, vaccina-
tions and chronic disease management is severely limited; 
particularly in minority neighborhoods, exacerbating health 
care disparities and leaving vulnerable populations stranded 
without necessary pharmaceutical services. 

The situation is dire. The Federal Trade Commission, FTC, 
has intensified its investigation into PBM practices, acknowl-
edging their anti-competitive behaviors that harm consumers 
and drive pharmacies out of business. 

The Illinois Auditor General’s report provides a damning 
critique of PBM management of Medicaid dollars ($200 million 
in just two years), revealing waste, inefficiency, and inflated 
costs to taxpayers. 

Illinois Attorney General Kwame Raoul has taken decisive 
action, filing lawsuits against PBMs for deceptive practices and 
antitrust violations (more than $100 million in settlements). 
These steps, while commendable, are insufficient to stem the 
tide of pharmacy closures and the resulting health care crisis.

Medicaid programs are particularly susceptible to PBM ex-
ploitation. Through a lack of transparency, PBMs siphon funds 
intended to support patients and providers, forcing pharmacies 
to operate at a loss for Medicaid prescriptions. This financial 
strain leads to closures, leaving patients in underserved areas 
with fewer care options. Commercial insurance is not immune; 
PBMs leverage their market dominance to eliminate competi-
tion, prioritize their own services, and restrict patient choice.

Illinois stands at a pivotal moment. We must act decisively 
to halt this crisis:

Enforce Transparency: Mandate full disclosure of PBM 
contracts, including pricing and rebate practices, to ensure ac-
countability for taxpayer dollars and premiums.

Implement Fair Reimbursement: Ensure pharmacy reim-
bursement reflects the actual cost of medications, preventing 
PBM manipulation.

Expand State Oversight: Empower the attorney general and 
the Departments of Healthcare and Family Services & Insurance 
to broaden investigations into PBM practices, and authorize the 
auditor general to audit PBM contracts for commercial plans 
(e.g. State Employees Plans).

Support Federal Action: Advocate for federal reforms to 
restrict PBM abuses nationwide, ensuring consistent standards 
across state lines.

Protect Independent Pharmacies: Provide immediate 
financial relief and long-term policy support to preserve their 
vital role in communities.

The collapse of community pharmacies is a health care 
emergency. Patients rely on their pharmacists for more than 
medications; they depend on us for guidance, education, and 
access to the health care system. Every pharmacy closure rep-
resents a loss for patients and communities.

As executive director of the Illinois Pharmacists Associa-
tion, I urge state and federal leaders to address this crisis with 
the urgency it demands. PBMs must be held accountable, 
and pharmacies must be empowered to provide the care their 
patients need.

Our profession has stood strong through countless chal-
lenges, but the PBM crisis threatens to erode the foundation of 
pharmacist delivered patient-centered care. It is time to ensure 
that pharmacies are no longer treated as expendable casualties 
in a broken system but rather as vital partners in delivering 
healthcare to all.

Let’s act now –before another pharmacy closure reminds us 
of what we have lost.

The Illinois Press Association distributed this op-ed by Garth 
K. Reynolds, BSPharm, RPh, MBA, FAPhA, who  is a practicing 
community pharmacist. 

Community pharmacies

closing at alarming rate

Old Man Winter has overstayed his visit...

A squirrel and cardinal appeared to be waiting patiently 

for a chance to get something to eat at a bird feeder in 

Cobden.

A bird, perhaps of the woodpecker variety, found a treat 

on the snow- and ice-covered ground at the Lincoln Memo-

rial Picnic Grounds in Jonesboro.

Bluebird of chilliness? Might have been hard for it to be 

a bluebird of happiness under the conditions it/we experi-

enced after our ice storm.

A (great blue?) heron was spotted in the sunshine last 

Sunday afternoon along a frozen pool of water next to a 

FRUQ�ÀHOG�QHDU�&REGHQ��7KLV�&ULWWHU�ZDV�VHHQ�ZKLOH�\RXUV�
truly was on a Sunday afternoon driveabout instead of a 

daily walkabout.

A turkey vulture may have been eye-balling the photog-

rapher as a potential snack from its perch in a tree coated 

with ice. Actually, it appeared to pondering some sort of un-

LGHQWLÀDEOH�IRUPHUO\�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�WHQVH�&ULWWHU�WKDW�VHHPHG�
to have met a very bad ending in the middle of the road.

At this point in time, it seems like Old Man Winter has of-
ficially overstayed his welcome in Southern Illinois. And we’re 
only halfway through January.

After pondering our latest round of arctic cold earlier this 
week, The Other Half suggested that yours truly needed to stop 
taking the ice and snow and arctic temperatures personally. She 
is correct, of course. 

Then again, the forecast I saw Monday evening suggested 
that the high temperature next Monday could be TWENTY 
ONE DEGREES. That would be a nice temperature if we were 
in Fairbanks, Alaska...where, by the way, it was 33 degrees on 
Monday afternoon. (Well, that’s what I saw on the internet...
and you know how I feel about things I see on the internet...)

While I have not been particularly enamored with our recent 
winter adventures, the conditions have not kept me from getting 
in a daily walkabout. 

In the midst of our recent ice storm, I managed to get out 
for a walk. Same for the days which followed. Walking in the 
frozen precipitation was a bit challenging, but doable. Same 
goes for wandering through the snow we had last Friday. You 
just have to adapt to whatever the conditions might be... Dress 
appropriately... A coat is a good idea... Something warm on 
one’s head...the knit cap I purchased a number of years ago 
before the Polar Vortex made its debut in our little corner of 
the world turned out to be one of the best things I have ever 
bought... The cap is very warm... Gloves are good, too... I have 
a pair of gloves a fellow traveler on The Journey Through Life 
knitted for me... The gloves keep my hands warm, but also al-
low my fingers to be free to take photographs...

That is a very good thing, because, as you know, I like to 
take my camera on my daily walkabouts, because one never 
knows that kind of Critters one might see...

And, in spite of the silliness Old Man Winter has been shar-
ing with us, Critters have been out and about...

Which brings us to this week’s Critter Sighting Updates...
which are featured in the photographs which appear with this 
week’s word salad...

Enough for now... Oh...one more thing...
Spring is 63 days away. Well, that’s what I saw on the in-

ternet... 

,OOLQRLVDQV�FDQ�QRZ�YRWH�RQ�QHZ�VWDWH�ÁDJ

7KH�GHVLJQ�RQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�VWDWH�ÀDJ�RI�,OOLQRLV�

By Jerry Nowicki

Capitol News Illinois

Illinoisans can now vote 
on whether they want a new 
state flag.

The Illinois Secretary of 
State’s office officially opened 
the voting portal on Friday, 
Jan. 10, and votes will be ac-
cepted through Feb. 14.

Voters can choose from 10 
designs for a new flag, the cur-

rent flag, the 1918 centennial 
flag or 1968 sesquicentennial 
flag. Individuals can vote for 
one flag once every 24 hours 
and may select the same or a 
different flag each day.

To view the designs and 
vote, visit www.ilsos.gov/
stateflag.

The online vote will be 
non-binding but will inform 
a report that the Illinois Flag 

Commission is set to release 
to the General Assembly by 
April 1. 

After the commission deliv-
ers its final report, with a rec-
ommendation as to whether 
the state should adopt a new 
flag, the Illinois General As-
sembly will have the choice 
to adopt a new flag or keep 
the old one.

The flag commission is 
made up of current and former 
lawmakers, representatives of 
state agencies and other ad-
vocates appointed by current 
state officials. 

The commission was cre-
ated in the previous Gen-
eral Assembly by Senate Bill 
1818, sponsored by State Sen. 
Doris Turner, of Springfield, 
and Rep. Kam Buckner, of 
Chicago. 

The commission selected 
the 10 finalists in December 
from 4,844 entries.

The possible new flags 
come from a variety of design-
ers, including born-and-raised 
Illinoisans, students and other 

young people, longtime resi-
dents and the great-grandchild 
of James McCartney – a Civil 
War veteran and past Illinois 
attorney general.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
QRQSURÀW�� QRQSDUWLVDQ� QHZV�
service that distributes state 
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily by 
the Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

***
Illinois has had two state 

flags. The first was adopted in 
1915. More than 50 years lat-
er, Chief Petty Officer Bruce 
McDaniel of Waverly urged 
that a new flag be designed to 
include the word "Illinois." 
Without the state's name on it, 
the identity of the Illinois flag 
hanging in his mess hall was 
often questioned. 

On July 1, 1970, a white 
field carrying the word "Illi-
nois" and the emblem portion 
of the state seal became the 
state's official flag. – from the 
2001-2002 Illinois Blue Book

2024: Temperatures, precipitation

ÀQLVKHG�DERYH�QRUPDO�LQ�UHJLRQ
With 2024 in the books, the National Weather Service office 

in Paducah has taken a look back at the region’s weather for 
last year. 

Temperatures and precipitation both finished above normal 
in the Southern Illinois, Southeast Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky region.

Temperatures finished above normal by 2 to 3.5 degrees.  
“For one month this departure isn’t substantial, but for an entire 
year it certainly is,” the weather service noted. “All 5 of our 
long-term climate stations observed one of their top 5 warmest 
years on record, with both Paducah and Cape Girardeau setting 
their warmest year,” the weather service continued. 

“Only 2 of the months finished with below normal tempera-
tures, January and July. The most abnormally warm months 
compared to normal were February, March, April, May, and 
November.”

Precipitation finished wetter than normal across much of the 
region, with amounts ranging from 45 to 65 inches. The high-
est amounts were primarily focused across Western Kentucky, 
where localized amounts received over 65 inches. 

The wettest months compared to normal were January and 
May. On the flip side, the driest months compared to normal 
were February, August and October. 

Portions of the region were in moderate drought from the 
end of February through early May. Moderate to severe drought 
returned from the end of August through September, with 
abnormally dry conditions continuing into early November.


