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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Face coverings now optional in most public places

Filing of nominating pe-
titions for the June 28 pri-
mary election is scheduled 
to begin March 14.

***
The first day of spring is 

March 20.
***

A flood warning was 
in effect until Wednesday 
evening for the Big Muddy 
River near Murphysboro. 
The river borders Union 
County on the northwest. 
River levels were expected 
to drop this week, thanks to 
dry weather.

***
Anna-Jonesboro Com-

munity High School is 
voicing pride in student 
Alex Little, who received a 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale Chancellor’s 
Scholarship.

***
With the  arr ival  of 

March, spring sports sea-
sons at Union County high 
schools are just around the 
corner.

***
Members of the Union 

County Fair board attend-
ed an annual meeting in 
Springfield. The lineup for 
2022 grandstand events at 
the fair will be similar to 
last year. The carnival will 
be the same as in 2021, with 
an abbreviated schedule 
planned.

***
Kelli Wood has pur-

chased the former office 
building of the late Bill 
Cunningham on North 
Main Street in Anna. Plans 
are for Wood to move her 
Edward Jones office from 
Jonesboro.

***
The Cunningham Elec-

tronics warehouse building 
across from the post office 
on North Main Street in 
Anna has been sold. The 
buyer intends to use the 
facility to rehab high-end 
vehicles, according to his 
representative.

***
A cannabis growing fa-

cility is planned south of 
Cobden, across from Anna 
Nursery.

(continued on page 2)

Administrative team
Members of the Shawnee Community Unit School District No. 84 administrative team include Beth 

Marks, director of student services; Karen Schaefer, junior-senior high school principal; and Amy 
Reynolds, elementary school principal. Photo provided.

The Illinois State Board 
of Education, ISBE, has an-
nounced the 2022 finalists 
for Illinois Teacher of the 
Year and 196 Those Who 
Excel award recipients.

Those Who Excel recog-
nizes administrators, teams, 
volunteers and school sup-
port personnel for their 
extraordinary contributions 
to education throughout 
Illinois.

Shawnee Community 
Unit School District No. 
84’s administrative team, 
The Excellence Exceeders, 
were selected to receive 
the 2022 Those Who Excel 
award.

Members of the District 
No. 84 administrative team 
include Amy Reynolds, el-
ementary principal; Karen 
Schaefer, junior-senior high 

principal; and Beth Marks, 
director of student services.

“I knew this trio was 
amazing, but the pandemic 
highlighted their excep-
tional skills,” Shawnee 
Community Unit School 
District No. 84 superinten-
dent Shelly Clover-Hill said 
in a news release.

“In a situation that was 
out of control, these la-

dies worked through ev-
ery bump in the road for 
months and months. They 
continued working over the 
summer, even when they 
were technically ‘off the 
clock,’ to ensure student 
success because that is who 
they are.”

“The Teacher of the Year 
and Those Who Excel pro-
grams recognize the people 

who make education in 
Illinois exceptional,” Il-
linois State Superintendent 
of Education Dr. Carmen I. 
Ayala said.

“Our students have been 
in the most capable hands 
despite the challenges of the 
past two years.

“Our Illinois educators 
and their level of commit-
ment, passion and dedica-
tion have been a guiding 
light for students and com-
munities in a time when we 
have needed it the most.

“I am so proud of each 
and every one of our hon-
orees and especially our 
finalists for Illinois Teacher 
of the Year. This recogni-
tion is the highest honor in 
our profession.”

Those being honored 
were selected by a commit-
tee of administrators, teach-
ers, educational service 
personnel, student support 
personnel and past Illinois 
Teachers of the Year.

ISBE plans to honor all 
of the Teacher of the Year 
and Those Who Excel re-
cipients at a banquet which 
is scheduled later this sum-
mer.

Illinois State Board of Education Those Who Excel award

Shawnee District 84 administrative team honored

Ice-covered landscape
Trees coated in a layer of ice were shining in the winter sunshine last Saturday afternoon. The trees 

were along Illinois Route 127 in Alto Pass and had been covered with ice during a winter storm which 
happened last week in the area.

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitolnew-

sillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – Facial 

coverings are now optional 
in most public places in 
Illinois, including schools, 
after Gov. JB Pritzker is-
sued new guidance Monday 
to comply with new U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention guidelines.

“Across the state, Illi-

noisans are taking their 
masks off today knowing 
that most eligible adults are 
boosted, and our hospitals 
have much more capacity to 
save lives,” Pritzker said in 
a statement Monday. 

“I’m proud that Illinois-
ans have done the hard 
work that has made our 
state a leader in the Mid-
west, with more of our resi-
dents vaccinated than any 
other state in the region.”

Under a new executive 
order issued by Pritzker on 
Monday, masks are no lon-
ger required in most indoor 
public places, including 
K-12 schools and day cares. 

But schools and private 
businesses can continue to 
require masks at their own 
discretion.

Face masks are still re-
quired in health care set-
tings and on public trans-
portation such as buses, 

trains and airplanes, as well 
as transportation hubs like 
airports and bus stations.

Those developments 
came after the Illinois Su-
preme Court on Friday 
declined to hear the state’s 
appeal of a temporary re-
straining order issued Feb. 
4 by a Sangamon County 
judge, calling the issue 
“moot.”

In its ruling late Friday, 
the court, in a 5-2 vote, 

echoed a 4th District Court 
of Appeals decision from a 
week earlier that said the 
issue of the TRO was moot 
because the emergency 
rules that the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health 
had issued in September 
had expired and the legis-
lative Joint Committee on 
Administrative Rules voted 
Feb. 15 not to renew them.

(continued on page 2)

Winter storm occurs Feb. 23-24 in parts of Southern Illinois, Southeast Missouri, Western Kentucky

Sleet, freezing rain, lightning, thunder recorded
Union County thawed 

out this week after another 
round of wintry precipita-
tion and cold temperatures. 

Parts of the region were 
under a winter storm warn-
ing from 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 23, until 6 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 24. The winter 
storm warning was issued 
by the National Weather 
Service office in Paducah.

Waves of sleet and freez-
ing rain moved through the 
Southern Illinois, Southeast 
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky region Feb. 23-24, the 
weather service reported.

The wintry precipitation 
produced hazardous driving 
conditions across much of 
the area. 

Isolated power outages 
occurred due to tree damage 
from freezing rain which 
had accumulated.

The greatest totals of 
freezing rain occurred 
across Southeast Missouri 
into southwest Illinois, 
where 0.1 to 0.4 of an inch 
of icing was reported. 

The weather service 
showed that sleet and snow 
totalled in the range of 0.25 
to 0.75 of an inch in the 
Union County area. Freez-
ing rain totalled 0.10 to 0.40 
of an inch.

Local weather observer 
Dana Cross reported a total 
of .31 of an inch of ice pel-
lets/sleet on Feb. 23 with a 
trace of the frozen precipi-
tation measured on Feb. 24.

Sleet accumulations of 
0.1 to 0.75 of an inch were 
observed across much of 

the region, though an iso-
lated higher amount up to 
1.25 inches was reported 
in Carter County, Missouri. 

On Feb. 24, many of 
the freezing rain and sleet 
showers across Southeast 
Missouri into Southern Il-
linois were accompanied by 
numerous lightning strikes 
and rolls of thunder. 

A thunderstorm in Hop-
kins County, Ky., produced 
pea-sized hail as well. 

At around midday on 
Feb. 24, heavy rain began to 
fall in Anna. The heavy rain 

was accompanied by light-
ning and thunder. Heavy 
rain, lightning and thunder 
continued, on and off, until 
about 3:30 p.m.

The weather service re-
ported that two pileups oc-
curred on major highways 
in Western Kentucky. Both 
occurred on bridges. 

One of the pileups was on 
Interstate 24 over the Ten-
nessee River bridge, where 
one fatality was reported. 

The other pileup was 
on the Western Kentucky 
Parkway over the Green 

River bridge. Both involved 
multiple semis.

No major accidents were 
reported in Union County. 

The wintry precipitation 
and icing led to numer-
ous closings in the Union 
County area.

The  Un ion  Coun ty 
Courthouse in Jonesboro 
was closed Thursday, Feb. 
24.

The weather also led to 
the closing of schools in 
the county.

The impact of the winter 
storm was a topic of discus-

sion at last week’s regular 
meeting of the Union Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners. 
The meeting was Friday 
morning at the courthouse.

Union County Highway 
Department engineer Jeff 
Denny said that last week’s 
heavy rain and wintry pre-
cipitation had an impact on 
local roads.

Highway department 
crews were kept busy into 
the night working to clear 
roads; the work included 
the removal of downed 
trees.
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BEST DEFENSE
Colonoscopies are your
BEST DEFENSE
against Colon Cancer.

Always by your side.

Take a free colon cancer risk assessment:

SEhealth.org/Colon

Shane E. Hendon,
DO

C. Brent Keller,
DO

Kaitlin Roslen, 
APRN, FNP-BC

Cape Girardeau Clinic
1723 Broadway, Suite 220
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

Dexter Clinic
1300 N. One Mile Road, Suite 5
Dexter, MO 63841

Schedule today:
Call 573-331-7910
or visit SEhealth.org/Colon
No referral is necessary for a routine screening. 

Schedule today:
Call 573-331-7910
or visit SEhealth.org/Colon
No referral is necessary for a routine screening. 

Andrew Garner,
APRN, FNP-BC 

Two in custody in
connection with
weekend incident

A man and a woman from 
Gary, Ind., were in custody 
and facing multiple charges 
following an incident which 
occurred last weekend in 
Union County and eventu-
ally involved an extensive 
ground and aerial search.

Union County Sheriff 
Dale Foster said that the 
incident began to unfold at 
approximately 11:31 p.m. 
Saturday in Jonesboro. A 
Jonesboro Police Depart-
ment officer made a traffic 
stop which involved a pas-
senger car. Two persons 
were in the car.

Subsequent to the traffic 
stop, the car fled from the 
scene and went west on Il-
linois Route 146.

The Union County Sher-
iff ’s Office K-9 deputy 
joined in pursuit of the ve-
hicle. 

The car went to Ware 
and then traveled south on 
Illinois Route 3. The car 
ran off the road, went into 
a ditch and then went into 
a field.

The two persons in the 
car left the vehicle and fled 
on foot into flooded fields, 
going west, in the direction 
of the Mississippi River 
levee.

The woman who had fled 
from the car hid in brush. 
She was discovered by the 
Union County Sheriff’s Of-
fice K-9 deputy. 

The woman was trans-
ported to Union Coun-
ty Hospital in Anna for 
treatment. She then was 
transported to the Union 
County Sheriff ’s Office 

in Jonesboro and then to 
the Jackson County Jail in 
Murphysboro.

A search continued for 
the man who was in the 
field. Illinois State Police 
and the Anna Police Depart-
ment joined in the search.

The search continued un-
til about 3:30 a.m. Sunday. 
After a pause, the search 
was resumed at daylight 
on Sunday morning and 
continued. A Life Beat he-
licopter joined in the search.

Around the middle of the 
afternoon on Sunday, the 
driver, who had returned 
to the Ware area, was tak-
en into custody by Union 
County Sheriff Foster and 
Jonesboro Police Chief 
David Wilkins when he was 
seen coming out of a field. 
The suspect may have gone 
to Cape Girardeau before 
coming to the Ware area.

Three other male sub-
jects, also from Indiana, 
also were reported to have 
been involved in connec-
tion with the incident. 
They were released without 
charges.

The Union County Sher-
iff ’s Office, Jonesboro 
Police Department, Anna 
Police Department, Illinois 
State Police and Life Beat 
joined in the investigation.

The sheriff said that as-
sistance in the search was 
provided by two persons 
who made infrared equip-
ment available to assist in 
search.

No injuries were reported 
in connection with the in-
cident. 

Face coverings
(continued from page 1)

Because the issue of the 
TRO was moot, the state’s 
high court said Friday, the 
order itself was vacated and 
the case was remanded back 
to Sangamon County to be 
heard in its entirety.

Justices Michael J. Burke 
and David K. Overstreet 
dissented in the decision. 
The court said a written 
dissenting opinion would 
be forthcoming.

“We are pleased the court 
acted quickly to vacate 
the TRO, as the state re-
quested,” Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul’s office said 

in a statement. 
“However, as the case is 

returned to the circuit court, 
we will continue to defend 
the governor’s executive 
orders to protect all Illinois 
residents and mitigate the 
spread of COVID-19.”

The Supreme Court’s rul-
ing, however, was one that 
left both sides in the dispute 
claiming victory.

“I’m gratified that the 
Supreme Court vacated the 
lower court’s restraining or-
der, meaning that if a school 
mask mandate needs to go 
into effect in the future, 
we continue to have that 

authority,” Pritzker said in 
a statement released by his 
press secretary.

But Republican lawmak-
ers who have questioned 
Pritzker’s use of executive 
orders and criticized the 
Democratic majority in the 
General Assembly for not 
exercising oversight, said 
the ruling will serve as a 
check on the governor’s 
powers.

“The Illinois Supreme 
Court found the governor’s 
mask mandate moot and 
not enforceable thanks to a 
bipartisan group of legisla-
tors who decided to strike 
it down earlier this month,” 
Senate GOP Leader Dan 
McConchie, of Hawthorn 
Woods, said in a statement.

“Pritzker will now have 
to go back to those same 
legislators if he wishes to 
issue a similar order, where 
he is likely to meet the same 
fate,” he added. 

“The governor should ac-
cept defeat and allow us to 
begin to govern the way we 
ought to be – through col-
laboration of the legislature 
and local stakeholders.”

Pritzker had previously 
announced that the general 
statewide mask mandate 
would expire Monday if the 
state’s hospitalization usage 
and other metrics continued 
on a downward trend. He 
had previously planned to 
leave school mask man-
dates in place, however.

Since he made the an-
nouncement at the begin-
ning of the month, the 
governor’s office said in a 
statement Friday, the num-
ber of people in the hospital 
with COVID-19 has been 
cut in half and the num-
ber of intensive care beds 
available increased by 24 
percent, while the state’s 
weekly COVID-19 case 
rate has also decreased by 
70 percent.

While previous guide-
lines were based on metrics 

such as case counts and test 
positivity rates, the new 
guidelines are based on 
factors such as the number 
of hospital beds being used, 
hospital admissions, and 
the total number of new 
COVID-19 cases in an area.

According to CDC data, 
most counties in Illinois are 
considered low or moderate 
transmission areas. 

Counties designated as 
high transmission areas are 
located mainly in Southern 
Illinois and in pockets along 
the state’s eastern and west-
ern borders.

(As of Feb. 24, the CDC 
showed Union County as a 
low transmission area.)

The status of individual 
counties throughout the 
United States is available 
on the CDC’s website, cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/your-health/covid-
by-county.html.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

(continued from page 1)
Cliff View Park in Alto 

Pass was a busy place last 
Saturday afternoon. Lots of 
folks were stopping to take 
in a view of the ice-covered 
landscape following last 
week’s freezing rain, sleet 
and snow.

***
Utility rate increases (for 

gas, water and sewer) are 
set in Jonesboro as of April 
1.

***
The City of Jonesboro is 

accepting applications for a 
full-time city hall employee 
and for a part-time seasonal 
cemetery employee.

***
Jonesboro Cemetery 

clean-up is set to begin 
April 1. 

***
Job well done: thank you 

to all of those who were 
involved in last weekend’s 
Civil War Weekend at the 
Anna Arts Center.

***
The River-to-River Trail 

Society is planning to offer 
a series of guided hikes in 
and near the Shawnee Na-
tional Forest in Southern 
Illinois. The first hike is 
scheduled Saturday, March 
12, in the One Horse Gap 
area in Pope County.

***
Southern Seven Health 

Department is planning to 
present a “Strollin’ through 
the Colon” colorectal can-
cer awareness event from 
10 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
March 19, at the Big John 
Grocery store in Metropo-
lis.

News Notes

Bost tests
positive
for COVID

U.S. Rep. Mike Bost, 
R-Ill., on Tuesday, March 
1, released the following 
statement after receiving 
a positive COVID-19 test 
result that morning:

“Following a routine test, 
I learned early this morning 
that I have tested positive 
for COVID-19. 

“I am fully vaccinated 
and experiencing no symp-
toms. 

“However, for the safety 
of my constituents, staff, 
and colleagues, I will be 
adjusting my schedule for 
the week and isolating ac-
cording to the guidance of 
the Office of the Attending 
Physician.”

Weather
Heavy rain, sleet, snow; high 65, low 22

Wintry weather, heavy 
rain and wide fluctuations 
in temperatures highlighted 
weather in the Union Coun-
ty area during the period of 
Feb. 22-28.

Temperatures ranged 
from a high of 65 degrees 
to a low of 22.

Precipitation during the 
period included:

1.10 inches of rain mea-
sured on Feb. 22.

.31 of an inch of ice pel-
lets/sleet (.20 of an inch of 
melted precipitation) on 
Feb. 23.

A trace of ice pellets/sleet 
and a total of 1.33 inches of 
precipitation (mostly rain) 
on Feb. 24.

A trace of snow and melt-
ed precipitation on Feb. 25.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, Feb. 22          65 31
Wednesday, Feb. 23    31 24
Thursday, Feb. 24        32 24
Friday, Feb. 25            30 24
Saturday, Feb. 26         35 24
Sunday, Feb. 27           49 23
Monday, Feb. 28          59 22

February Weather
The high temperature 

for the month of February 
was 66 degrees, which was 
recorded on Feb. 1 and Feb. 
16. The average high for the 
month was 47.

The low for the month 
was 11, which was recorded 
on Feb. 13. The average low 

was 24.
Precipitation for the 

month totalled 8.08 inches.  
The most rain in a 24-

hour period was 3.53 inch-
es, recorded on Feb. 17.

Frozen precipitation (in-
cluding snow, ice pellets/
sleet and freezing rain) 
measured 3 inches for the 
month.

The most frozen precipi-
tation recorded during a 24-
hour period was 2.5 inches, 
measured on Feb. 3.

Precipitation for 2022, 
as of the end of February, 
totalled 11.34 inches. 

Union County
COVID Cases

Update
Feb. 27: 5,329 total 

cases. 63 total deaths.
Feb. 24: 5,327 total 

cases. 63 total deaths.
Feb. 23: 5,323 total 

cases. 63 deaths.
Feb. 22: 5,311 total 

cases. 63 deaths.
Feb. 21: 5,306 total 

cases. 63 deaths.
Feb. 17: 5,289 total 

cases. 63 deaths.
Source: Illinois Department 

of Public Health website. 
Numbers represent statistics 
since the start of the pandemic.

Weekly new
COVID-19 cases

reported in Illinois
Feb. 25: 13,028
Feb. 18: 20,896
Feb. 10: 29,939
Feb. 4: 60,389

Jan. 28: 123,812
Jan. 21: 183,722
Jan. 14: 207,203
Jan. 7: 201,428

Dec. 30: 128,246
Dec. 23: 77,246
Dec. 17: 59,312
Dec. 10: 49,668
Dec. 3: 42,559
Nov. 24: 21,034
Nov. 19: 28,280
Nov. 12: 22,600
Nov. 5: 17,462
Oct. 29: 14,616
Oct. 22: 15,131
Oct. 15: 15,669
Oct. 8: 19,244
Oct. 1: 18,735

Sept. 24: 21,787
Sept. 17: 25,956
Sept. 10: 26,062
Sept. 3: 30,319
Aug. 27: 25,636
Aug. 20: 24,682
Aug. 13: 21,334
Aug. 6: 16,742
July 30: 11,682
July 23: 7,983
July 16: 4,449
July 9: 2,945
July 2: 2,120

June 25: 1,744
June 18: 928

Source: Illinois Department of 
Public Health



The Gazette-Democrat 	 Thursday,  March 3, 2022	 Section A - Page 3

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999

12-16G

12GP

Serving you from four locations

201 S. Main Street
Anna • 618-833-8506

1002 Public Square
Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

Friday, February 25, A-J National Bank 
employees wore blue for fallen Pulaski 

County Deputy Jon David Utley.

Donations were collected for Deputy 
Utley’s family. Our thoughts and prayers 

are with his loved ones.

Heart Health
talk offered
by A-J Rotary

Anna-Jonesboro Rotary 
Club is planning to sponsor a 
Heart Health talk on Thursday, 
March 10.

The program is set for 6 
p.m. at El Jalapeno restaurant 
in Anna. The restaurant is lo-
cated at 101 Leigh Ave.

The talk will be presented 
by Brandon Edwards, who is 
a hospitalist at Union County 
Hospital in Anna.

The event will feature light 
appetizers, a Heart Health 
discussion and an opportunity 
to learn about Rotary.

Those who attend the pro-
gram will receive a certificate 
for free glucose and lipid 
screening.

Those who would like to 
attend the program are asked 
to RSVP by Monday, March 7.

An RSVP can be made by 
email to mschramm@qhcus.
com.

Civil War history comes to life
Civil War history came to life last weekend with events which were held in 

Anna and Jonesboro. Civil War Weekend activities were held Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, Feb. 25-27, at the Shawnee Hills Arts Council’s Anna Arts Center 
and at the PAST organization’s Heritage House Museum in Jonesboro.

Rural hospitals stop offering some
services due to staffing challenges

By Tammie Sloup
FarmWeek

A rural health care advi-
sory and analytics provider 
has found nearly half of rural 
hospitals have refrained from 
admissions because of nurs-
ing shortages this past year.

Additionally, more than a 
quarter of rural hospitals have 
ceased offering some services 
due to staffing challenges.

“Alarm bells should be 
ringing on this topic. This is 
a very big deal,” said Michael 
Topchik, the national leader of 
The Chartis Center for Rural 
Health, during the National 
Rural Health Association’s 
Policy Institute on Feb. 8.

Utilizing analytics and data 
to understand and address 
issues challenging the rural 
health safety net including 
health disparities and ineq-
uity, provider vulnerability 
and sustainable performance 
improvement, Topchik said 
that while pandemic funding 
has provided temporary stabi-
lization to rural hospitals, the 
emerging nursing shortage 
continues to worsen.

“This is the number one 
need in our surveys and across 
a variety of ways we’ve 
looked at this, this is the big-
gest challenge rural hospitals 
tell us they have is staffing, 
staffing, staffing,” Topchik 
said.

The majority of nurses who 
have left rural hospitals exited 
for more lucrative positions, 
while others report being 
burned out from the pandemic 
and having to cover as a result 
of shortages.

Staffing shortages have 
also impacted services. 
While some services were 
suspended by law during the 
pandemic, Chartis data high-
lighted trends with obstetric 
and chemotherapy services, 
which did not fall under that 
umbrella.

Between 2011 and 2021, 
198 rural hospitals ceased to 
provide obstetrics, while 311 
rural hospitals ceased to pro-
vide chemotherapy between 
2014 and 2017.

“I’m afraid to say that it’s 
really the story behind the 
story of the hospital closure 
crisis. It’s the story behind the 
story of the pandemic, which 
is that we’re seeing the loss of 
these services in rural areas, 

Illinois Road Scholar Brian “Fox” Ellis presented “Walt Whitman’s Lincoln” 
Saturday morning at the Anna Arts Center. Fox’s presentation recreated a 
program which poet Walt Whitman delivered about the life of Abraham Lincoln. 
The presentation was woven with Whitman’s Civil War poems and commentary 
about the poet’s experiences caring for soldiers in hospital tents.

Civil War reenactor John Kissel of Carbondale talked about items he and 
his father, Joseph Kissel of Jonesboro, had on display at the Anna Arts Center 
with Jack and Dori Bigler of Anna.

creating virtual deserts of care 
for very important services,” 
Topchik said.

Nearly half of rural hos-
pitals are operating with a 
negative margin (excluding 
relief funds), with two rural 
hospitals closing in 2021, 
he said. 

The $12.6 billion in pan-
demic relief payments has 
helped, but only temporarily. 
And Topchik anticipates rel-
ative stability through 2022.

“There’s been some bright 
news, which is last year we 
didn’t see that many closures 
and we are predicting this 
year we won’t see that many 
either,” he said.

Those who attended the 
policy institute also met with 
members of Congress,  in-
cluding a handful from Il-
linois, to discuss emerging 
issues facing rural commu-
nities. 

Following his meeting with 
Illinois rural health repre-
sentatives, U.S. Sen. Dick 
Durbin, D-Ill., issued a news 
release about the discussion 
in which he highlighted the 
$1 billion secured in the 
American Rescue Plan for 
the National Health Service 
Corps and Nurse Corps to 
build a more diverse pipeline 
of clinicians and recruit more 
health providers to serve in 
shortage areas.

To address other rural 
health care workforce issues, 
Durbin has introduced the bi-
partisan Rural America Health 
Corps Act, which would cre-
ate a National Health Service 
Corps pilot program to test 
whether an expanded loan 
repayment award and service 
commitment – $200,000 over 
five years – would improve 
retention in rural communi-
ties, according to the news 
release.

The Chartis Group also 
announced the 2022 Top 100 
Critical Access Hospitals and 
the 2022 Top 100 Rural & 
Community Hospitals. 

Based on the results of 
the Chartis Rural Hospital 
Performance INDEX, this 
annual recognition program 
honors outstanding perfor-
mance among the nation’s 
rural hospitals.

A handful of Illinois hospi-
tals made the lists, including 
Wabash General Hospital in 

Mount Carmel (critical ac-
cess hospital); and HSHS St. 
Joseph’s Hospital in Breese, 
Jersey Community Hospital 
in Jerseyville and OSF Saint 
Elizabeth Medical Center in 
Ottawa (rural and community 
hospitals).

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com.

Smoke alarms
available

The Makanda General As-
sistance Committee reports 
that it has received 12 smoke 
alarms from the local American 
Red Cross.

The alarms are to be in-
stalled in the homes of people 
in need who do not have a 
smoke alarm.

The alarms are for Makanda 
Township and village residents.

Those who would like to 
receive one of the alarms, or 
those who know of someone 
who may need an alarm, can 
contact Makanda Township 
trustee Debbie Stanley at 618-
521-1454 for more informa-
tion.

Soil, water conservation
district offers fish sale

Union County Soil and 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict is taking orders for its 
spring fish sale.

Pick up of orders is set 
for 2 p.m. Saturday, April 
9. Fish will be picked up at 
the USDA Service Center 
at 201 Springfield Ave. in 
Anna.

Species which will be 
available include:

Albino catfish, 4 to 6 
inches; channel catfish, 
4 to 6 inches and 6 to 8 
inches; largemouth bass, 3 
to 4 inches; bluegill, 2 to 
3 inches and 3 to 5 inches. 

Black crappie, 3 to 4 
inches; redear, 3 to 4 inch-
es; fathead minnows, 1 to 
3 inches, approximately 
150 per pound; and trip-
loid grass carp, 8 to 11 
inches.  

The soil and water con-
servation district said that 
all orders for grass carp 
must be submitted by Fri-
day, March 25.

All other fish orders 
must be submitted by Fri-
day, April 1.

The district noted that 
only exact cash and check 
will be submitted.  The 
district cannot process 

debit/credits for payments.
Orders can be placed, 

and more information is 
available, by calling the 
soil and water conserva-
tion district office at 833-
5666, extension 3.

Stocking information 
is available by calling 
Andry’s Fish Farm LLC 
at 812-389-2448.

Follow us on 
Facebook

Twitter
@GazetteDemocrat

or online at  
annanews.com

Facebook.com/
GazetteDemocrat 
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Goreville tops Cobden
in regional title game

The Cobden High School 
boys’ basketball team let a 
lead slip away in the final 
quarter in a 64-54 loss to 
Goreville in the Class 1A 
regional at Egyptian High 
School in Tamms Friday, 
Feb. 25.

The Appleknockers led 
12-5 after one quarter and 
21-20 at the half. Cobden 
led 40-37 going into the 
final quarter but was out-
scored 27-14 down the 
stretch.

“We played well,” Cob-
den coach Wendell Wheel-
er said. “But they wore us 
down with their press and 
bench.”

The Blackcats also made 
nine 3-pointers in the win.

Tyler Franklin led Cob-
den with 27 points. Elliott 

Lowndes added 17 points, 
Brock Reynolds and Drake 
Campbell 5 apiece, Ed-
win Funes 3 and Cooper 
Flamm 2.

Cobden 53, Cairo 50: 
Lowndes and  Franklin 
combined to score 50 
points to lead the Apple-
knockers to the win in 
semifinal regional action 
at Egyptian Wednesday, 
Feb. 23.

Lowndes  scored 31 
points and Franklin added 
18 points. Flamm added 2 
points and Funes 1.

Cobden led 16-13 after 
one quarter, 27-22 at the 
half and 40-32 after three 
periods.

Cobden finishes the sea-
son with a 22-8 overall 
record.

Jonesboro wins tournament championship
This is the first year that the Southern Illinois Conference has had a 

junior high volleyball tournament. The Jonesboro School Lady Bulldogs 
won the championship. Jonesboro defeated Meridian in first-round action, 
Cobden in the second round and Vienna in the championship game. Other 
teams in the conference are Century, Anna, Shawnee and Egyptian. Vienna 
finished second in the tournament, Cobden third and Century fourth. Photo 
provided. 

Hunters harvested preliminary
total of 147,004 deer in 2021-2022

Hunters in Illinois har-
vested a preliminary total 
of 147,004 deer during all 
2021-2022 archery and fire-
arm seasons that concluded 
Jan. 16. 

The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources, 
IDNR, reports that a total 
preliminary deer harvest 
for all seasons compared 
with a total harvest for all 
seasons of 162,752 deer in 
2020-2021. 

During the 2021-2022 
deer seasons, hunters took 
43.75 percent does and 
56.25 percent males. 

IDNR reported the fol-
lowing results for the hunt-
ing seasons:

Archery: Archery deer 
hunters in Illinois took a 
preliminary total of 67,637 
deer during the season that 
began Oct. 1 and concluded 
Jan. 16. The total archery 
harvest during the 2020-
2021 season was 75,106 
deer. 

Youth: Youth deer hunt-
ers harvested a preliminary 
total of 1,829 deer during 
the three-day Illinois youth 
deer season Oct. 9-11, com-
pared to 2,322 in 2020. 

Traditional Firearm 
Season: Hunters took a 
preliminary total of 69,990 
deer during the Illinois fire-
arm deer season Nov. 19-21 
and Dec. 2-5, compared 
with 77,160 deer taken 

during the 2020 firearm 
season. 

Muzzleloader: Hunters 
using muzzleloading rifles 
harvested a preliminary 
total of 3,043 deer during 
the muzzleloader-only deer 
season Dec. 10-12, com-
pared with a harvest of 
3,451 deer in the 2020 
muzzleloader season. 

Late-Winter Seasons: 
The 2021-2022 late-winter 
antlerless-only and special 
CWD (chronic wasting dis-
ease) deer seasons conclud-
ed Jan. 16 with a combined 
preliminary harvest total 
for both seasons of 4,505 
deer. Season dates for the 
seven-day late-winter and 
CWD seasons were Dec. 
30-Jan. 2 and Jan. 14-16. 
During those seasons in 
2020-2021, a harvest of 
4,713 deer were taken. 

Sixteen Northern Illinois 
counties were open to the 
special CWD season, which 
is used to assist in slowing 
the spread of chronic wast-
ing disease in the Illinois 
deer herd. 

A total of 21 counties 
were open for the late-win-
ter antlerless season in 
2021-2022. Counties that 
are at or below their indi-
vidual deer population goal 
for two consecutive years 
may be removed from the 
late-winter season, IDNR 
noted.

Area Counties
IDNR reported that hunt-

ers in Union County harvest-
ed a total of 2,067 deer during 
the 2021-2022 seasons.

The total included 23 
deer in the youth hunting 
season, 51 in the muzzle-
loader season, 1,143 in the 
firearm season and 850 in 
the archery season.

Totals for other area 
counties included:

Alexander County: Youth 
season, two. Muzzleloader 
season, 25. Firearm season, 
359. Archery season, 192. 
Total, 578.

Jackson County: Youth 
season, 43. Muzzleloader 
season, 57. Firearm sea-
son, 1,848. Archery season, 
1,121. Total, 3,069.

Johnson County: Youth 
season, 14. Muzzleloader 
season, 49. Firearm season, 
1,154. Archery season, 806. 
Total, 2,023.

Massac County: Youth 
season, 10. Muzzleloader 
season, 21. Firearm season, 
380. Archery season, 376. 
Total, 787.

Pulaski County: Youth 
season, seven. Muzzleload-
er season, 13. Firearm sea-
son, 274. Archery season, 
273. Total, 567.

Williamson County: 
Youth season, 21. Muzzle-
loader season, 54. Firearm 
season, 1,601. Archery sea-
son, 1,366. Total, 3,042.

A-J’s Dover
competes
at state

Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School’s Orie 
Dover competed at last 
week’s Illinois High School 
Association girls’ state tour-
nament.

The tournament was Fri-
day and Saturday, Feb. 25-
26, in Bloomington. 

Dover, a junior, wres-
tled in the 125-pound 
weight class.  The A-J 
wrestler was defeated in 
two matches.

Dover made history as 
the first girl representing 
the A-J wrestling squad to 
advance to state.

Hunter 
safety course 
scheduled

An Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources, 
IDNR, hunter safety ed-
ucation course is planned 
Fr iday  and  Saturday, 
March 18-19, at the First 
Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church’s Main Street Cen-
ter in Anna.

The center is located 
along South Main Street 
in Anna.

Hours for the course are 
scheduled from 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m. on March 18 and from 
7 a.m. to 1 p.m. on March 
19. Students must attend 
both classes.

The course is being spon-
sored by Anna-Jonesboro 
National Bank.

A 1996 state law requires 
all hunters born on or after 
Jan. 1, 1980, to successfully 
complete a hunter educa-
tion course before they can 
receive their first hunting 
license.

Those who complete the 
course will receive a hunter 
education certification card. 
The card verifies that they 
have passed the course of 
instruction.

The course will include 
instruction in wildlife 
management,  f irearms 
safety, hunter ethics, game 
identification, first aid, 
survival techniques and 
regulations.

More information about 
the course is available by 
contacting the coordinat-
ing instructor at 618-697-
0286.

Cobden’s Wheeler
coaches final game

By Mike Estel
Cobden High School 

boys’ basketball  head 
coach Wendell Wheel-
er coached his final Ap-
pleknockers game after 
a season ending loss to 
Goreville in the Class 1A 
regional.

Wheeler, who was plan-
ning on resigning after the 
final game, has coached at 
Cobden for the last four 
years and has recorded two, 
21 game winning seasons. 

In 2020, his team finished 
with an undefeated 18-0 
record in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. His 
team won a regional title 
for Cobden for the first time 
since 1964.

“We’ve had a good run,” 
Wheeler said. “I’ve been 
able to put four good years 
together.”

Former Cobden head 
coach Dick Ruggles, who 
coached the 1964 Apple-
knocker team, was able  to 
attend and sit on the bench 
with Coach Wheeler at a 
game near the end of the 
regular season.

There were several draw-
backs to the Appleknockers 
this past season.

Wheeler said they lost 
All Stater (Noah Franklin) 
and three starters  to grad-

uation and played with a 
limited roster this season. 

They didn’t have a home 
gymnasium because of ren-
ovations on the Cobden 
gymnasium and played all 
games on the road away 
from home.

Coaching high school 
basketball takes a toll on 
a coach.

“It’s 12 months a year,” 
Wheeler said. “You never 
stop coaching if you do it 
right.”

Wheeler has been coach-
ing basketball for the last  
27 years, including the past 
four seasons at Cobden and 
also coaching  stints at Pato-
ka, Newton and  Du Quoin.

“I’ve been around a lot 
of good people coaching,” 
Wheeler said. “They grew 
up and became good fa-
thers and men. I am still in 
contact with a lot of them.”

Wheeler will still be in-
volved in basketball. His 
son, Connor, is an assis-
tant basketball coach at 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale and he plans 
on attending and watching 
their games.

Wheeler said he won’t be 
out of coaching entirely and 
plans to continue coaching 
golf at Carbondale High 
School.

Wintry landscape
A vehicle was making its way along old U.S. Route 51 on Friday, Feb. 25. 

Much of the landscape along the highway was covered with a layer of ice at 
the time. The photograph was taken at the intersection of old U.S. Route 51 
and Kaolin Road. 

Public Record
from the files at the Union County Courthouse, Jonesboro

Realty Transactions
The following real estate 

transactions were recorded 
at the Union County clerk’s 
office in Jonesboro:

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Karen Odual .  Grantee: 
Jeremy Peeler. Subdivision 
Name: City of Anna. Lots 
55, 54.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Kirk A. Mitchell. Grantee: 
Tyler Spurlock. Tract Section 
18 Township 12S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
I rene L ing le .  Grantee: 
Donald E. Mull, Marilyn Mull. 
Subdivision Name: City of 
Anna. Lot 124.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Mary McWhorter. Grantee: 
Etha Anderson. Subdivision 
Name: Hillcrest Addition 
Anna. Lot 11.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
N ico le  Bu twe l l ,  S tuar t 
Butwell. Grantee: Brittany J. 
Dixon, Dawnika L. Skipper. 
Tract Section 5 Township 12S 
Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
James T. Matuszewich, 
K e n d r a  M a t u s z e w i c h . 
G ran tee :  Adam B rock 
Gofor th ,  Sarah  N ico le 
Goforth. Subdivision Name: 
Anna Heights Subdivision. 
Lot 44.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
The Conservation Fund. 
Grantee: Department of 
Natural Resources, People 
of the State of Illinois. Tract 
Section 29 Township 12S 
Range 2W. Tract Section 20 
Township 12S Range 2W. 
Tract Section 21 Township 
12S Range  2W.  Trac t 

Section 22 Township 12S 
Range 2W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Kevin Starr. Grantee: Ashley 
Nicole Starr. Subdivision 
Name: Wiley’s Addition. Lot 
12.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Paul David McKee. Grantee: 
Ryan Stuart. Tract Section 
29 Township 13S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
618 Whitetails LLC. Grantee: 
Kenneth E. McNeal II. Tract 
Section 10 Township 12S 
Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Dame Brothers Farms LLC. 
Grantee: Galilee Baptist 
Church, Mindy Livesay. Tract 
Section 30 Township 11S 
Range 3W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Galilee Baptist Church, Mindy 
Livesay. Grantee: Dame 
Brothers Farms LLC. Tract 
Section 19 Township 11S 
Range 3W.

Traffic Citations
The fol lowing people 

were cited for the indicated 
violations and were assessed 
the accompanying fines and 
court costs as recorded at the 
Union County circuit clerk’s 
office:

D r e w  C .  B l e v e n s , 
Dongola, driving 21-25 mph 
above limit, $257. Joshua 
T. Hess, Anna, electronic 
communication device, $257.

Nora  L inda  Guer ra , 
Lansing, Mich., driving 21-25 
mph above limit, $257. Lexi 
R. Stallings, Cape Girardeau, 
driving 15-20 mph above 
limit, $164. 

N a t a s h a  Y.  O l i v e r , 

Carbondale, driving 21-
25 mph above limit, $257. 
Roberta L. Lively, Anna, 
operate uninsured motor 
vehicle, $731.

Howard L. Davis Jr. , 
Chicago, driving 15-20 mph 
above limit, $257. Andrew M. 
Massino, Carbondale, driving 
15-20 mph above limit, $164.

Kel ly Q. Eggemeyer, 
Christopher,  deposi t ing 
material on highway, $164. 
Ralph M. Cole, Jonesboro, 
seat belt required/driver, 
$164. 

Roderick John Thompson, 
Jackson, Mo., disregard 
traffic control light, $164. 
Tracy A. Thompson, Cobden, 
driving 15-20 mph above 
limit, $164.

K y l e  A .  Ve l a s q u e s , 
Jonesboro, driving 15-20 
mph above limit, $164. Brian 
J. Maclin, Cordova, Tenn., 
driving 15-20 mph above 
limit, $257.

Angelo Murray, Cape 
Girardeau, driving 21-25 
mph above limit, $257. Jimmy 
D. Smith, St. Louis, driving 
15-20 mph above limit, $257.

Johnathan O. Pullett, 
Ullin, operate uninsured 
motor vehicle, $731. Keller 
J. Gebbia, Dongola, mufflers, 
$257.

Barry M. Denton, Carmel, 
Ind., driving 21-25 mph 
above limit, $257. Nathaniel 
A. Davis, Dongola, driving 
15-20 mph, $257.

Glenn B. Gibson, Dongola, 
mufflers, $257. Lucas Wayne 
Batchelor, Millersvile, Mo., 
driving 15-20 mph above 
limit, $164.
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201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Union County
Abstract Offi ce, Inc.

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfi eld, President

304 West Market Street  • P.O. Box AC
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

109 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906
833-8755

Located at JR Centre
(618) 833-4956

100 Florsheim Drive • Anna, IL 62906

Need a Tow? Call the Pro!

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road

Grand Tower, IL
618-565-1064

Your Hometown Store

Terry & Tina Riley
833-9225 • Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating
& Air Conditioning

1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL
(618) 833-5211

"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour
Roadside Service
2297 Rt. 146 West 

833-5937

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
Improving the lives of the

individuals we serve.

201 E. Chestnut St. • Anna, IL

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

400 S. Main • Jonesboro, IL 62952
Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies

Home & Garden

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

5565 St. Rt. 146E Jason Martin, Owner
Anna, IL 62906 Visit our website:
618-833-5986 triplecmeats.com

Anna, IL • 833-6300
Mike Jones, Manager 

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
Email: parts@sewlparts.com

800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
Fax: 618-833-7765

Website: www.sewlparts.com

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, IL
833-2151

www.annastate.com

Not just for farmers anymore! Take a look around!

115 N. Appleknocker 
Cobden • 893-2252

Attend the 
Church of 

Your Choice!

Union County

108 SE Front Street • Dongola, IL 62926
618-827-3451

Serving the community since 1979!
DUTCH GUTTERING

CALL FOR WINTER SPECIALS!
618-351-1881

Seamless Aluminum Guttering
Gutter Clean Outs • Leaf Guards

Roof Repairs • Home Improvement
Service and Repair • Siding & Overhang

We ca
re about your total body health and wellness.

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
Chiropractic Physician

101 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

Ozbourn Chiropractic Clinic, S.C.
618-833-2179

ozbournchiropractic.com

Duty's Auto Glass
Windshields • Door Glasses
Back Glasses • Chip Repair

Serving All of Southern Illinois
Over 30 Years Experience

 
324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923

BASLER EXCAVATING
& TRUCKING

Demolition,
Clearing,

Basements,
Track Hoe Service

833-7831

CONGREGATIONAL
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

ALTO PASS

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 A.M.
PASTOR - DON COX

1835 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-2415

www.pizzahut.com

Dine-In
Carryout
Delivery

News from 

Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church, 
Anna

An Ash Wednesday service was planned at 7 p.m. March 2 
at Salem Lutheran Church in Jonesboro. The service was for 
families from both Salem Lutheran Church and Mt. Moriah 
Lutheran Church.

The men’s group plans to meet at 5:30 p.m. Monday, 
March 7, at Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church. They will meet 
in the church parking lot.

Small group Bible study is planned at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 8, at Salem Lutheran Church. Photo provided.

Fish dinners
to be served at
Cobden church

Lenten season fish dinners 
once again are planned at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church in 
Cobden. 

Fish dinners are planned at 
the Cobden church on Fridays 
during Lent.

The fish dinners will be 
served March 4, March 11, 
March 18, March 25, April 1 
and April 8.

Serving will be from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. each Friday in the par-
ish hall on the church grounds. 
The church is located at 101 
Centennial St. in Cobden.

Costs for a meal will be $12 
for adults and $6 for children 
ages 5-12. Children 4 and 
under will eat free. Carry outs 
will be available.

Organizers note that due to 
rising costs, dinners will not 
be all you can eat, but one trip 
through the food line.

Anna VFW menu includes Taco Tuesdays, 
chili dogs, fish fries, pork steak, chicken dinners

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of Anna is planning to 
have Taco Tuesdays and to 
serve chili dogs, fish fries, pork 
steak dinners and chicken leg 
quarter dinners during March.

All will take place at the 
VFW post. The post is located 
at 70 VFW Ln. near Anna.

Taco Tuesday: Taco Tues-
days are planned on March 15 
and March 29. 

Tacos will be served, with a 
$2 donation for each taco. The 
public is welcome and carry 
outs are available.

Chili Dogs: Chili dogs, 
chili or hot dogs will be served 
on Thursdays.

Serving is planned from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. each Thursday. 
The public is welcome and 
carry outs will be available.

Fish Fries: Fish fries are 
planned on Friday, March 4, 

and on March 18. Serving will 
be from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
each Friday.

The menu will include two 
pieces of fish, potato salad 
and baked beans for a $12 
donation.

The public is welcome. 
Carry outs will be available.

Drive thru will be available 
for this meal. Drive thru orders 
must be placed by no later 
than noon on March 3 for the 
March 4 fish fry and by no later 
than noon on March 17 for the 
March 18 fish fry.

Drive thru orders can be 
placed by calling 833-7737 to 
make a reservation for a pick 
up time.

Pork Steak Dinner: A pork 
steak dinner is planned Mon-
day, March 7. Serving will be 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

The menu will include thick 
cut pork steak, cheesy pota-

toes, baked beans, a roll and 
dessert for a $12 donation.

The public is welcome. 
Dine in, carry outs and drive 
thru will be available. Drive 
thru orders must be placed by 
no later than 8 p.m. on March 6 
by calling 833-7737 to make a 
reservation for a pick up time.

Chicken Leg Quarter Din-
ner: A chicken leg quarter din-
ner is planned Monday, March 
21. Serving will be from 4:30 
p.m. to 6 p.m. 

The menu will include a 
chicken leg quarter, roasted 
potatoes, baked beans, and 
dessert for a $12 donation.

The public is welcome. 
Dine in, carry outs and drive 
thru will be available. Drive 
thru orders must be placed by 
no later than 8 p.m. on March 
20 by calling 833-7737 to 
make a reservation for a pick 
up time.
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Open Admission Policy Statement
For Union County Hospital

and
Union County Hospital Long Term Care

It is the responsibility of Union County Hospital to 
admit and treat all patients without regard to race, 
color, age, sex, disability or national origin. The same 
requirements for admission are applied to all, and 
patients are assigned rooms without regard to race, 
color, age, disability or national origin. There is no 
discrimination in eligibility for or in the manner of 
providing patient service by or through the facility.

Anna Hospital Corporation
d/b/a Union County Hospital

517 North Main • Anna, IL  62906CD

NOTICE
Utility Rate Increase

City of  Jonesboro will be increasing 
utility (gas, water & sewer) rates as of  
April 1, 2022. The Increase Ordinance 
may be picked up at Jonesboro City Hall, 
Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

12GP
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Whitney Accounting
105 Transcraft  Drive • Anna, IL

618-833-2145
Mark Chamness, CPA  • Nathan Treece, CPA

You can focus on growing your 
business and let us take care of 

your payroll so you don't have to.

• Convenience and peace of mind
• Covers everything payroll related
* Payroll processing
 w/direct deposit

Call or stop by today
and let us help you!
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Diesel anD automotive
RepaiR anD seRvice

618-771-8338
6.5 miles east of Anna on Lick Creek Rd.

6535 Lick Creek Rd. • Buncombe, IL 62912
12&13GPC

Union County connection to clearing 
of Iowa cold case murder investigation

A cold case dating back 
for decades which involved 
a murder in Iowa and the 
discovery of a body in 
Union County is reported 
to have been solved.

The investigation gar-
nered wide media coverage 
early this week.

The body of a Southern 
Illinois man connected to 
the case was found in the 
Cobden area.

The Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, Police Department 
issued a press release re-
garding the investigation. 
Council Bluffs is in south-
west Iowa.

The press release, posted 
by the police department on 
social media, follows:

Narrative: Council Bluffs 
Police detectives have 
cleared the cold case ho-
micide of Lee Rotatori, who 
was murdered in June 1982.

Rotatori, a resident of 
Nunica, Michigan, had just 
started a job at Jennie Ed-
mundson Hospital and had 
been staying at the Best 
Western Frontier Hotel, for 
several nights, while look-
ing for a permanent place 
to live.

When she did not show 
up for work on the morn-
ing of June 25, 1982, her 
boss asked the hotel staff 
to check on her and her 
deceased body was discov-
ered inside her rented room.

Rotatori died from a sin-
gle stab wound and there 
was evidence of a sexual 
assault. No suspects were 
identified during the initial 
investigation.

In 2001, the evidence 
collected in 1982 was re-
submitted to the State of 
Iowa Division of Criminal 
Investigation (DCI) Lab for 
examination.

Advances in forensic 
technology revealed the 
presence of a male DNA 
profiled.

When entered into the 
State and Federal DNA 
databases, there was not a 
match for this DNA. The 
DCI Lab would periodi-
cally check this unknown 
DNA over the years, with-
out ever getting any match-
es.

In April 2019, Council 
Bluffs investigators sub-
mitted the unknown male 
DNA profile to Parabon 
Nanolabs to begin a genetic 
genealogy case.

In February 2021, re-
searchers from Parabon and 
ES Genealogy, who exam-
ined familial relationships, 
concluded that Thomas O. 
Freeman, of West Frank-
fort, Illinois, was the source 
of the suspect DNA.

A sample of Freeman’s 
daughter’s DNA was sub-
sequently analyzed by the 
Iowa DCI Lab, which con-

firmed that there was a 
parent/child relationship 
between the DNA found 
at the scene of Rotato-
ri’s murder and Freeman’s 
daughter.

Further investigation re-
vealed that Thomas Free-
man was also the victim of 
a murder.

On October 30, 1982, 
Freeman’s decomposed 
body was found buried in a 
shallow grave near Cobden, 
Illinois.

Freeman had been shot 
multiple times; he was 35 
years old at the time of 
his death.  It was reported 
that he had been dead for 
about three months before 
his body was discovered. 
Freeman’s killer was never 
identified.

Council Bluffs investiga-
tors are currently working 
with the Illinois State Police 
to determine if Freeman’s 
murder was somehow 
linked to his involvement 
in Rotatori’s death.

The Council Bluffs Po-
lice Department would like 
to give thanks and credit to 
Parabon Nanolabs and Eric 
Schubert, of ES Genealo-
gy, for their work on this 

case. Council Bluffs Police 
Detective Steve Andrews 
and CSI Supervisor Katie 
Pattee have been leading 
the investigation locally.

***
An article about the dis-

covery of a body in Union 
County appeared on page 
one of The Gazette-Dem-
ocrat on Thursday, Nov. 
4, 1982.

The article reported that  
“the badly decomposed 
body of an apparent ho-
micide victim was discov-
ered by hunters in northern 
Union County over the 
weekend.” The body was 
found in a wooded area 
approximately five miles 
northeast of Cobden.

Authorities found what 
appeared to be the body of 
a 25- to 35-year-old white 
male. The body had been 
at the location for approxi-
mately three to six months.

A subsequent article 
which appeared in the Nov. 
11, 1982, issue of The Ga-
zette-Democrat reported 
that the body which was 
found near Cobden “was 
identified as that of Thomas 
Oscar Freeman, 35, of West 
Frankfort.

Jonesboro man charged
with criminal sexual assault

Charles Mills
Illinois State Police, ISP, 

Division of Criminal In-
vestigation, DCI, Zone 7 
officials on Feb. 22 arrested 
Charles Mills, 58, of Jones-
boro.

State police reported that 
Mills was arrested for two 
counts of predatory crimi-
nal sexual assault (a Class 
X felony), criminal sexual 
assault-victim under age 
13 (a Class X felony), and 
aggravated criminal sexual 
abuse-victim under the age 

of 13 (a Class 2 felony).
On Dec. 15, 2020, ISP 

DCI Zone 7 was requested 
by the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services, DCFS, to inves-
tigate allegations of sexual 
abuse.  

After conducting an ex-
tensive investigation, DCI 
Zone 7 and agents from 
the Illinois attorney gen-
eral’s office executed a 
search warrant on January 
6th, 2021 at a residence in 
Jonesboro.

An arrest warrant was 
obtained. Mills was arrested 
on Feb. 22. He was taken 
to the Jackson County Jail, 
where he is being held on 
$250,000 bond, 10 percent 
to apply.

Anyone with addition-
al information regarding 
possible illegal conduct by 
Mills is asked to call ISP 
DCI Zone 7 at 618-845-
3740, extension 281.

Southern Seven Health
Department conducts
mass disaster training

Planning for a disaster 
takes many months of train-
ing, internal preparations 
and coordinating among 
those that could potentially 
be involved in the after-
math.  

On Feb. 17, many re-
sponse agencies and media 
groups which serve the 
southernmost seven coun-
ties of Illinois attended an 
online Table-Top Exercise, 
TTX, to discuss their roles 
in disaster response. 

Following the deadly 
tornado outbreak on Dec. 
10, 2021 that spanned mul-
tiple states in the Southeast 
leaving hundreds of miles 
of devastation, Southern 
Seven Health Department 
S7HD, began planning for 
such a disaster closer to 
home.  

Through the coordinated 
efforts of S7HD emergency 
preparedness coordinator 
Bobi Cavins and Brent 
Orth, regional exercise and 
training coordinator for 
Region V Regional Hos-
pital Coordinating Center, 
RHCC, a multi-county, 
weather-related, mass ca-
sualty disaster exercise was 
developed to involve agen-
cies and media that serve 
the southern seven region.

The health department 
serves Union, Johnson, 
Pope, Hardin, Alexander, 
Pulaski and Massac coun-
ties.

“This TTX brought to-
gether many key commu-

nity members in the south-
ernmost region of Illinois 
to discuss emergency roles 
and responsibilities of the 
different agencies repre-
sented, and how they would 
work together so our region 
would be better prepared 
and ready for such an emer-
gency,” Cavins said in a 
news release.

Twenty regional agencies 
and three media groups par-
ticipated in three exercises 
that would be expected 
with a disaster: early no-
tifications by the National 
Weather Services, NWS, 
a tornado warning and re-
sponse, and the aftermath, 
including recovery and 
rebuilding.  

Topics discussed includ-
ed planning, operational 
coordination, infrastructure 
systems, mass care ser-
vices, community resilience 
and economic recovery. 

Southern Seven Health 
Department’s incident 
command team and the 
Southern Seven Health De-
partment Medical Reserve 
Corps participated in the 
training exercise.

Shawnee Mass Transit 
District and the Southern Il-
linois Electric Cooperative 
also participated, as did the 
Union County Emergency 
Management Agency.

More information about 
disaster preparedness is 
available by contacting 
Cavins by phone at 618-
634-2297, extension 9123.
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: 2005 PT Cruis-
er. Runs, 125K miles, needs 
work. $750.00 obo. Text 
(618)-855-0912.

tfn

Help 
Wanted
WORK IN THE 

WOODS!
Forestry Crew Member/

Sawyer
$16.00/hour

Email:
chris@longforestry.com
Or Call (618)-893-2307

9p-12g

HELP WANTED: Looking 
for full and part-time Custodi-
ans for Shawnee Community 
College in Ullin. Apply at 
Main Campus front desk. 
Phone (618)-634-3200, ext. 
3436.

51gpc tfn

JOB OPENING: 
City of Jonesboro,

Part-time Seasonal Help
The City of Jonesboro is 

accepting applications for a 
part-time seasonal, Cemetery 
employee. Applications may 
be picked up and returned 
at the Jonesboro City Hall, 
Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. EOE.

12g

HELP WANTED: 
City of Jonesboro, 
Full-time City Hall 

Employee. 
The City of Jonesboro is 

accepting applications for  
full-time City Hall Employee. 
Applications may be picked 
up and returned to the Jones-
boro City Hall, Monday-Fri-
day, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Equal Opportunity 
Employer

12g

Wanted
ARROWHEADS! Amateur 
Archeologist is obsessed with 
the hobby. I am building a 
museum of artifacts from 
Missouri & Illinois, and 
would like to buy individual 
finds or whole collections. 
ALSO, looking for sites to 
buy or lease that have a lot 
of "flint". Happy to answer 
any questions! Call Sean, 
(314)-608-2692.

52p-1g tfn

Business
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

WEBB'S LAWN CARE 
LLC:

Mowing, Weedeating, 
pressure washing, 
general lawn care.

Call today for a 
Free Estimate.
(870)-595-4425

4p5g tfn

To place your ad in The 
Gazette-Democrat just call 
(618)-833-2158 or toll free 

at (800)-833-2699.

FROG'S LAWN CARE 
SERVICE:

Mowing & Other Services 
Available.

Call for a Free Estimate,
(618)-309-3120.

8-16gpc

GROSS BUSTERS 
EXTERIOR CLEANING:

• House Washing
• Roof Cleaning

• Gutter Cleaning
• Deck Staining
CALL TODAY!
(618)-697-5968

Grossbustersil.com
11p-29gpc

JONES POWER WASH:
Serving the area for 

over 23 years. 
Thank you for your business 

and God Bless.
Professional hot water 
pressure washing 24/7. 
See us on Facebook at 

JONES POWER WASH, 
(618)-827-4460.

12p-20gpc

Public 
Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS - 
IN PROBATE

In the Matter of the 
Estate of:

Susan M. Suttle 
Deceased
2022-P-08

NOTICE FOR CLAIMS

NOTICE is given of the 
death of Susan M. Suttle. 
Letters of Office were issued 
on February 14, 2022, to Da-
vid A. Suttle, 35 Bluff Lane, 
Goreville, Illinois 62938, as 
Executor, and whose attorney 
is Thomas Downey at SI Elder 
Law LLC, 201 West Main, 
Marion, Illinois 62959.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Circuit Clerk at the 
Union County Court House, 
Jonesboro Illinois, or with 
the representative, or both, 
on or before August 24, 2022, 
which date shall not be less 
than 6 months from the date 
of the first publication. Any 
claims not filed on or before 
that date are barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the clerk 
must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to 
the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

11-13g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

Wilmington Savings Fund 
Society, FSB, 

not in its individual 
capacity, 

but solely as indenture 
trustee of Citigroup 

Mortgage Loan Trust 
2017-RP1
Plaintiff,

Vs.
Diana K Douglas, 

Special Representative for 
Mary Ann Archey 

(Deceased), 
Damon Archey, 
City of Anna, 

Midland Funding LLC, 
as successor in interest to 

CitiBank, N.A., 
Capital One Bank (USA), 
N.A., Unknown Heirs and 

Legatees of 
Mary Ann Archey, 
Shannon Archey, 

Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants,

Defendants.
2021CH5

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN TO 
YOU:

DAMON ARCHEY
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 

LEGATEES OF 
MARY ANN ARCHEY
SHANNON ARCHEY

UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 

CLAIMANTS

That this case has been 
commenced in this Court 
against you and other de-
fendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain Mort-
gage conveying the premises 
described as follows, to-wit:

THIRTY-THREE (33) 
FEET OF EQUAL WIDTH 

OFF OF THE ENTIRE 
SOUTHWEST SIDE OF 
LOT NUMBERED 14 IN 
W. DAVIE'S THIRD AD-
DITION TO THE CITY OF 
ANNA, SITUATED IN THE 
COUNTY OF UNION IN 
THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS 304 SOUTH ST, ANNA, 
IL 62906

PIN # 14-00-08-303
and which said Mortgage 

was made by:
MARY ANN ARCHEY, 

SINGLE, SURVIVING 
JOINT TENANT OF ROB-
ERT L. ARCHEY, DE-
CEASED, the Mortgagor(s), 
to American General Finan-
cial Services of Illinois, Inc. 
as Mortgagee, and recorded 
in the Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds of UNION County, 
IL, as Document No. 0in 
Liber 248 Page 613; and for 
other relief; that summons 
was duly issued out of said 
Court against you as provided 
by law and that the said suit 
is now pending.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this case 
in the Office of the Clerk of 
this Court, on or before April 
4, 2022, A DEFAULT MAY 
BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU AT ANY TIME AFTER 
THAT DAY AND A JUDG-
MENT MAY BE ENTERED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE PRAYER OF SAID 
COMPLAINT.

E-filing is now mandatory 
for documents in civil cases 
with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create 
an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit http://
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need addi-

tional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit HYPERLINK 
"http://www.illinoiscourts.
gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp"www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/geth-
elp.asp.

Potestivo & Associates, P.C.
223 W Jackson Blvd., 

Suite 610
Chicago, IL 60606

NOTE: Pursuant to the 
Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act you are advised that 
this law firm is deemed to be 
a debt collector attempting to 
collect a debt and any infor-
mation obtained will be used 
for that purpose.

Our File No.: 313692
I3188611 

12-14g

Illinois 
Classified 
Network

Use Seal N Heal® to seal 
wounds on dogs & cats 
with a bitter taste to prevent 
gnawing, allow healing. At 
Tractor Supply® (www.
happyjackinc.com)

EARN $15,000 - $40,000 
OVER 5 YEARS #1 Hunting 
Lease Company In America 
Customize your contract Call 
Base Camp Leasing  (888) 
871-1982.

FREON WANTED: We 
buy old refrigerants: R11, 
R12, R113 & more! Quick, 
local pickup & dropoff 
available. Call 312-500-
8266, RefrigerantFinders.
com °Te pagamos por tu 
refrigerante!

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds....................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch..................................................$12.50

Television Listings
THURSDAY MARCH 3, 2022

ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City “The Lit tle
Things”

“Amer i can Psy -
cho”

c “In sur rec tion”
(‘21):30 Lo cal Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Sta tion 19 (HD) Young For Richer or
Poorer

Law & Or der
(HD)

Bang (HD) aaac “Doc -
tor Strange”
(‘16) Mag i cal
pow ers. (PG-13) 
(HD)

Big City Eu pho ria (HD) aa “The
Snow man” (‘17) 
Snow fall killer.
(HD)

(:55) “Phil a del -
phia” (‘93) AIDS 
vic tim’s fight.:30 B Pos i tive Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM Grey’s Anat omy
(HD)

Ghosts Call Me Law & Or der:
SVU

NHL Hockey
Boston vs Ve -
gas (Live)

Bang (HD) Jessie Eu pho ria (HD)

:30 The United Piv ot ing Bang (HD) Jessie

9 PM Big Sky New
place.

Bull “The Hard
Right”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Or ga nized Crime
(HD)

Bang (HD) Big City (:05) “Warm
Bod ies” (‘13)
(HD)

aa “The
Coun selor”
(‘13) Price of ar -
ro gance.

Super Pump
(HD):30 Bang (HD) aaac “Doc -

tor Strange”
(‘16) Mag i cal
pow ers. (PG-13) 
(HD)

Big City

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Last O.G. Mi rac u lous TBA (HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SportsCenter
with Scott (HD)

Young Mi rac u lous (:45) The Gilded
Age

Bil lions (HD)

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Young Mi rac u lous “Let Him Go”
(‘20) (R):30 Night line Corden Late Night Fron tal Mi rac u lous Some body TBA (HD)

FRIDAY MARCH 4, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA (Live) (:03) “Movie” Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Se crets aaac “Free
Guy” (‘21) Guy
in a video game.

“Ghost Town”
(‘08)

(5:00) “Whis key”
(‘16):30 NBA Bas ket ball

Mil wau kee
Bucks at Chi -
cago Bulls (Live)

Se crets

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) Un der cover
Boss

WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

The Black list
(HD)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Se crets “Freaky” (‘20)
Body swap. (R)
(HD)

Super Pump
(HD):30 Hobbie

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

Date line NBC Law & Or der:
SVU

Hobbie The Gilded Age aac “Af ter
Yang” (‘21)
(NR):30 Ra ven aa “Fun Size”

Babysitting mis -
hap.9 PM Blue Bloods

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

NBA Bas ket ball
New York
Knicks at Phoe -
nix Suns (Live)

“Movie” Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven Real Time (HD)

:30 Se crets (:40) Super Pump
(HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Law & Or der:

SVU
Se crets Paint ing (:10) “Robin

Hood” (‘18, Ac -
tion) Re bel lion.:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Hobbie (:25) Eu pho ria
(HD)

(:45) aac “Af -
ter Yang” (‘21)
(NR)11 PM B/R Gam ing

(HD)
Chi cago Fire
“Two Ts”

Hobbie

:30 Night line Corden Lo cal Late Night SC (HD) Jessie Paint ing

THURSDAY
9:01pm

ABC Big Sky “Happy Thoughts” Ren in ter -
venes with Jenny’s plan to ap pre hend Jag;
Ron ald and Scarlett hope to find safety in a
new en vi ron ment; Cassie and Lindor team up
with a fa mil iar face. (HD)

10:00pm
DISN Mi rac u lous: Tales of La dy bug and
Cat Noir When vil lain ous crea tures start mak -
ing the cit i zens of Paris mis be have, two stu -
dents be come superheroes and set off to stop
the city’s wrong do ers to gether. TVY7 (HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

DISN Se crets of Sul phur Springs A
12-year-old boy and his fam ily move to the
town of Sul phur Springs, La., to take over an
aban doned ho tel prop erty that is ru mored to
be haunted. TVPG
MAX Freaky aaa (2020, Com edy) Vince
Vaughn, Kathryn New ton. Af ter a high school
stu dent ends up liv ing in side the body of a se -
rial killer, she learns that she has less than 24
hours be fore the swap be comes per ma nent. R 
(HD)

7:00pm
HBO F9 aac (2021, Ac tion) Vin Die sel,
Michelle Ro dri guez. Dom lives a quiet life with
Letty and his son, but Ci pher en lists Dom’s
youn ger brother, Jakob, to com plete a mis sion 
and get re venge on Dom and the team. PG-13

8:00pm
SHOW The Djinn aaa (2021, Hor ror) Ezra
Dewey, Rob Brownstein. A mute boy winds up 
trapped in side his apart ment with an evil mon -
ster af ter mak ing a wish to try and ful fill his
heart’s great est de sire. R (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY MARCH 5, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams FOX (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball

(4:45) “Movie” Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

(5:20) “Movie” “Fast & Fu ri ous
6"

“The Empty
Man” (R)

Bil lions (HD)

:30 Lo cal MLS Soc cer Los 
An geles Gal axy
at Char lotte FC
(Live)7 PM NBA (Live) NCIS: L. A. (HD) To Be An -

nounced
UFC Pre lims
(Live)

“Movie” Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City “F9" (‘21, Ac -
tion) Dom and
the team fight
Dom’s brother.

“The Great
Gatsby” (‘13,
Drama) Dec a -
dent world. (HD)

Super Pump
(HD):30 NBA Bas ket ball

Golden State vs
Los An geles
(Live) (HD)

Big City

8 PM Bull Trial con sul -
tant.

Date line NBC Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City “The Djinn” (‘21)
(HD):30 Big City

9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball USC vs
UCLA (Live)
(HD)

Christ mas (HD) Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City (:20) Super
Pumped: The
Bat tle:30 The Ghost (:25) Eu pho ria

(HD)
“The Avi a tor”
(‘04) Wealthy
Texan’s aero -
nau ti cal fame.10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
I Can See Your
Voice

Lo cal Christ mas (HD) Chi cago P.D.
Crim i nal jus tice.
(HD)

The Ghost

:30 Sat. Night Live
Sketch com edy.

The Ghost Righ teous aaac “Boo -
gie Nights”
(‘97) (HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Wipeout Mi rac u lous (:15) “No body”

(‘21):30 Mi rac u lous

THURSDAY

MONDAY MARCH 7, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City “Night mare Al -
ley” (‘21) Con -
ning a ty coon.
(R)

“The Fac ulty”
(‘98)

“The Gen tle -
men” (R):30 Lo cal Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM The Bach e lor
“Women Tell All”
(HD)

Neigh bor. 9-1-1: Lone Star
(HD)

The Voice
Hope fuls
coached. (HD)

Bang (HD) WWE Mon day
Night Raw (Live) 
(HD)

Big City “Biker Boyz”
(‘03, Ac tion)
Biker gangs.
(HD)

Super Pump
(HD):30 Bob Hearts Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM NCIS “First
Steps”

The Clean ing
Lady

Col lege Bas ket -
ball from Or -
leans Arena in
Las Ve gas
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Jessie The Gilded Age Twen ties

:30 Bang (HD) Jessie Twen ties

9 PM The Good Doc -
tor

NCIS: Hawai’i
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Or di nary Joe
(HD)

Close Big City My Bril liant
Friend

(:53) aac
“Uni ver sal Sol -
dier” (‘92)

“Af ter Yang”
(‘22) Colin
Farrell.:30 Last O.G. Big City

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Dad (HD) (:02) Man Mi rac u lous (:05) The Gilded
Age:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Dad (HD) (:31) Man Mi rac u lous aa “Setup”
(‘11) Friend’s
be trayal.

(:45) Super Pump
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Bur gers (:01) Man Ra ven My Bril liant

Friend:30 Night line Corden Late Night Bur gers (:31) Man Ra ven Bil lions

TUESDAY MARCH 8, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (5:50) aaa
“The Eyes of
Tammy Faye”
(‘21)

“The Snow man”
(‘17)

Super Pump
(HD):30 Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM The Bach e lor
(HD)

FBI “Am bi tion” The Res i dent
(HD)

Amer i can Bang (HD) WWE NXT “NXT 
660" (Live) (HD)

Jessie aaa “Let Him 
Go” (‘20)
Grand son res -
cue. (HD)

aac “Mon -
day” (‘21) Two
Amer i cans. (R)
(HD)

:30 Grand Crew Bang (HD) Jessie

8 PM FBI: In ter na -
tional

I Can See Your
Voice

This Is Us (HD) Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Jessie To Be An -
nounced:30 Bang (HD) Jessie

9 PM (:01) To Tell the
Truth

FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The Thing About
Pam

Bang (HD) Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent: Ex treme
“Au di tions 2"

Big City To Be An -
nounced

(:55) “Va nilla
Sky” (‘01)
Dreams and re -
al ity.

“Di ary of a
Teen age Girl”
(‘15):30 Last O.G. Big City

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Last O.G. Unsittable (:15) Win ning

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Syd ney (:45) Super Pump
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Young Law & Or der:

SVU
Ra ven “The Last Duel”

(‘21)
“Freaky” Body
swap.:30 Night line Corden Late Night Young Ra ven Bil lions

WEDNESDAY MARCH 9, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA (Live) Bang (HD) 9-1-1 “Fight or
Flight”

Big City (:05) aac
“F9" (‘21) Dom
and the team
fight Dom’s
brother.

(5:32) “Fun Size”
(‘12)

“Fail ure to
Launch”:30 NBA Bas ket ball

At lanta Hawks
at Mil wau kee
Bucks (Live)

Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Goldbergs Sur vi vor De -
serted is land.
(HD)

The Masked
Singer

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Bang (HD) 9-1-1 “Bro ken” BUNK’D “Dragon Blade”
(‘15, Ac tion)
(HD)

“The Vow” (‘12) 
Am ne siac wife.:30 House wife Bang (HD) BUNK’D

8 PM Conners (:01) Dom ino
Mas ters

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Bang (HD) 2022 Paralympic 
Games (Live)

Jessie

:30 black-ish Bang (HD) Jessie Win ning (:45) “Evo lu -
tion” (‘01) Dan -
ger ous aliens.
(HD)

(:45) Super Pump
(HD)9 PM A Mil lion Lit tle

Things
Good Sam (HD) Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

NBA Bas ket ball
Port land Trail
Blaz ers at Utah
Jazz (Live)

Bang (HD) Big City

:30 Fron tal Big City (:35) The Gilded
Age

(:45)
“Queenpins”
(‘21) Coun ter feit
scam. (HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Fron tal Unsittable

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Syd ney My Bril liant
Friend

“The Avi a tor”
(‘04) Texan’s
life.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Young Ra ven

:30 Night line Corden Late Night SC (HD) Young Ra ven “Wish Dead” (:35) TBA

SUNDAY
7:00pm

ABC Amer i can Idol “502 (Au di tions)” Au di -
tions con tinue across Los An geles, Aus tin and
Nash ville as judges Luke Bryan, Katy Perry
and Lionel Richie hope to find the new est sing -
ing sen sa tion. TVPG (HD)

7:30pm
FOX The Great North “Saved by the Spells
Ad ven ture” Judy de cides to re launch the leg -
end ary se cret so ci ety, the Saved by the Spells; 
Hon ey bee and Wolf’s week goes wild; Moon
makes a new friend over his CB ra dio. (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

NBC The Voice Af ter be ing judged solely on
their voice, hope ful mu si cians are di vided into
teams and coached by pro fes sion als, be fore
mov ing on to the live com pe ti tion. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
SHOW Twen ties “Ev ery thing I Wanted” Nia
tries to de cide be tween sev eral op tions in her
pro fes sional and per sonal life; Ma rie voices
her opin ion about Ben’s idea for a new movie.
TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
NBC This Is Us A group of strang ers are af -
fected by life’s un ex pected events when their
paths cross and life jour neys in ter sect in un -
likely ways, re veal ing shared at trib utes. TV14 

8:55pm
MAX Va nilla Sky aaa (2001, Drama) Tom
Cruise, Penélope Cruz. A wealthy play boy who 
takes his life for granted finds his world
changed when a car crash leaves him in a con -
fus ing, lay ered tan gle of al ter nate re al i ties. R
(HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
CBS Sur vi vor A group of 20 con tes tants are
brought to a de serted is land as they face a se -
ries of phys i cal and men tal chal lenges to win
the ti tle of “Sole Sur vi vor.” TVPG (HD)

7:30pm
ABC Amer i can House wife A vi va cious wife
and mother raises her un usual fam ily in the
well-to-do town of Westport, Conn., where
she strug gles to man age her chil dren. TVPG
(HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY MARCH 6, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Home Vid eos
(HD)

60 Min utes (HD) Simp sons Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent:

NBA (Live) (5:00) “Movie” Law & Or der:
SVU

“Movie” (5:27) aac
“F9" (‘21) Vin
Die sel. Dom’s
brother.

“Risky Busi -
ness” (R)

Bil lions (HD)

:30 Call Me (:45) NBA Bas -
ket ball To ronto
vs Cleve land
(Live) (HD)

(:45) “Movie”

7 PM Amer i can Idol
“502 (Au di tions)”
(HD)

The Equal izer
(HD)

Simp sons The Court ship
(HD)

“Movie” Law & Or der:
SVU

“Obliv ion” (‘13) 
Tom Cruise. Vi -
tal re sources.

The Cir cus

:30 North (HD) The Cir cus

8 PM NCIS: L. A. (HD) Bur gers Weak est Link
(HD)

2022 Paralympic 
Games (Live)

Win ning Bil lions (HD)

:30 Fam ily Guy Se crets

9 PM The Rookie “Hit
List”

S.W.A.T. (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Trans plant
“Guard rail”

(:05) NBA Bas -
ket ball New
York vs Los An -
geles (Live)
(HD)

Christ mas (HD) Se crets Win ning (:05) “Col lat -
eral” (‘04)
Hitman’s hos -
tage. (HD)

Super Pump
(HD):30 Big City

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Christ mas (HD) Big City Ol i ver Super Pump
(HD):30 Big City Win ning

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams “Movie” Big City “Va nilla Sky”
(‘01) (R)

Bil lions (HD)

:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Sports Big City Ol i ver

MONDAY



Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email me 
at marthaannwebb@gmail.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.
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Civil War Days
Despite the ice storm 

it was a great weekend 
at the Civil War Days at 
the Anna Arts Center and 
PAST Heritage House Mu-
seum in Jonesboro. Thanks 
to everyone who volunteers 
their time to bring back the 
memories of how our fore-
fathers lived and fought for 
our freedom. 

New Jersey Trip
Jesse and Lisa Lowe, 

Sienna Morrison, Emma 
Davenport, Bryan and Gin-
ger Morrison went to Cape 
May, N.J., to see Jamieson 
Morrison graduate from 
Coast Guard boot camp. 

Congratulations to Ja-
mieson. We are all so proud 

N o l a n  R o s s b e r g 
ce lebra ted  h is  1s t 
birthday Feb. 17. Nolan 
is the grandson of Jay 
and Debbie Rossberg.

Dr. Susan Whitemountain and Debbie Davis 
welcomed everyone at the Blue and Gray Dinner 
at the Anna Art Center Friday night. The beautiful 
flower arrangements were made by Pete Housman 
and donated by Country Roads Florist Dave and 
Liz Wilkins.

Dr. Edward F. Finch and his wife Cathy  visited 
Anna to attend Civil War Weekend. Dr. Finch 
portrayed Capt. Silas Wright Terry at the Blue and 
Gray Dinner Friday night at the Anna Arts Center 
and spoke Saturday about the U.S. Navy in the 
Civil War.

Congratulations to 
Jamieson Morrison who 
graduated from Coast 
Guard boot camp in 
Cape May, N.J., Friday, 
Feb. 25. He will be going 
to Cleveland, Ohio. 
Thank you for serving 
our country.

Dr. Nancy Kinsey Caldwell, musicologist, told 
and sang about the songs of the Civil War Saturday 
at the Anna Arts Center.

of you and thank you for 
your service to our country. 
Jamieson will be going to 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

You may remember Ja-
mieson working at Anna 
Subway. He also did con-
struction with a couple of 
guys/companies, then with 
his dad doing commercial 
pipe insulation. 

Only four were allowed 
to go to the actual gradua-
tion, due to Covid. 

Texas Trip
Mike and Marilyn  Mei-

senheimer enjoyed a trip to 
San Antonio, Texas. They 
went to the rodeo, River 
Walk, a Mardi Gras parade 
and shopping at Market 
Square. 

Sibling Saturday 
Feb. 26 Cathy Ziegler 

and Corinne Stevenson had 
supper with their brother 
and sister for Sibling Sat-
urday. 

Lunch Guests
Feb. 27 Cathy Ziegler 

met two friends for lunch 
at Wok N Roll in Marion. 

Sympathy
Willie and Terrie Rhym-

er have been making fre-
quent trips this past week 
to be with Willie’s brother 
Kenny Rhymer and his 
family in Creal Springs. 

Several visitors have 
been at the home this past 
week, however on Wednes-
day morning, Feb. 23, Ken-
ny was called home to 
heaven. 

His memorial service 
was Sunday, Feb. 27, in 
Creal Springs. He leaves 
behind his wife Tammy, 
sons Curt and Nathan, 
daughters Bridgett and 
Courtney and grandchil-
dren, his brother Willie, 
sisters Sue and Dianna and 
many friends and other 
relatives.

Guest
Willie and Terrie Rhym-

er’s son Andy came home 
to visit from Junction City, 
Kan., Feb. 26. It was also 
Andy’s birthday. Happy 
birthday Andy. 

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church

Pastor Darryl Williams 
continued his sermon series 
Genesis the Beginning. 
This week The Tower of 
Babel, The Path of Pride 
and Independence from 
God. 

Feb. 20 attendance: 8 
a.m. worship 69. 10:30 a.m. 
worship 129. Small group 
Bible study 201. 6 p.m. 
worship 53. 

There will be a walk 
thru the Bible event The 
Old Testament cost is $10 
a person and will begin on 
April 24. Sign up in the 
welcome center. 

Operation Christmas 
Child Collection for March 
is girls’ underwear.

March birthdays: 2nd 
Beverly Boyd, Cathy Ev-
ans, 5th Kenny Taylor, 
6th Malyana Korb, Lydia 
Williams, 8th Hope Mc-
Farland, 9th Averie and 
Madison Dickinson, Jason 
Prater. 

Anniversaries: 4th Dar-
rell and Patti Hannah, 5th 
Aaron and Sarah Wright.

Birthdays
Feb. 25 Sarah Dawn. 

Feb. 26 JoAnn Keller, 
Cathy Lingle, Cathy Duty, 
Vickie Mays, Larissa Shoe-
maker Porter, Amie Wece, 
Moury Bass, Chris Plott, 
Jeremy Wheaton, Robbie 
Lingle.

Congratulations 
Jeremy Stegle , steamfit-

ter, employee of the month 
for January at Vienna Cor-
rectional Center Dixon 
Springs. 

Anniversaries
Marsha  and  Jack ie 

Burns, 57 years, Feb. 21; 
Dwane and Vanessa Sims 
Feb. 23.

Anna-Jonesboro Wom-
en’s Club

Will meet March 7 at 1 
p.m. at Rise Performance 
618 for a tour and short 
meeting.

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Transfiguration Sunday, 
Rev. Tim Gossett’s ser-
mon was A view from the 
Mountain when Jesus took 
Peter, James and John to the 
mountain and Moses and 
Elijah came from heaven to 
talk to Jesus. Scripture was 
from Matthew. 

The children’s moment 
Rev. Tim told them about 
Jesus ascending into heav-
en. 

Beautiful Special Music 
was Lord of the Dance with 
Marcy Morris playing her 
flute and Carla Anderson 
playing the piano. 

Prayers were said for 
the many ill and those who 
have lost loved ones.

 Prelude by Carla Ander-
son and Marcy Morris was 
Blessed Assurance Jesus is 
Mine. Hymns were I Stand 
Amazed in the Presence of 
Jesus the Nazarene. O Je-
sus, I Have Promised. Take 

Last Thursday, Feb. 24, this pine tree during the ice storm fell across Orange 
Street blocking the street close to the corner of Plum Street. Thanks to our 
Anna City employees who came back to work at 5:30 p.m. that evening and 
got the tree out of the street.

Cathy Ziegler and a friend enjoyed Tablescapes 
in Murphysboro then had lunch at Cindy B’s.

Cathy Ziegler and Corinne Steveson enjoyed supper with friends at 
Fugiyama’s in Marion Feb. 22.

Time to Be Holy. 
The Spirit Song was 

played at presentation of 
tithes and offerings. Chris 
Foster said a prayer for 
Rev. Tim before his Ser-
mon. 

United Methodist Wom-
en met Tuesday. Shirley 
West had the devotion. 

Wednesday the men met 
at 7 a.m. for Bible study. 
Women’s Bible study was 
at 1 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal for Palm 
Sunday was at 6 p.m. Ash 
Wednesday service was at 
Vienna  at 6 p.m. 

Thursday, March 3, the 
last confirmation class was 
at Vienna UMC. Sunday, 
March 6, will be Confirma-
tion Sunday.  

Loaves and Fishes event 
will be Tuesday, March 
15, starting at 4:30 p.m. 
February Loaves and Fish-
es 104 adult bags, 37 kids 
treat bags were given out. 
A great big thank you to 
everyone who prays, helps 
with funds, helps organize 
and distribute during this 
wonderful event. 

March birthdays: 10 

Kami LaFoon, 14 Linda 
LaFoon, 20 Lindsey Pip-
pins, 22 Thomas Corbit, 
29 Sarah Foster, 31 Shirley 
West, Jackson Boyd. Anni-
versaries March 1 Gary and 
Marcy Morris.

Time Change
March 13 spring ahead. 

Set your clocks one hour 
ahead.

March 20 will be the first 
day of spring. 

VFW 
Friday night, March 4, 

there will be a fish dinner 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.  
Peggy will be there with her 
Star Karaoke from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. 

Red Hat Ladies
The Little Egypt Red 

Hat Ladies will meet at El 
Jalapeno. Hostesses will be 
Kathy Milan, Brenda Love-
less and Martha Ann Webb.

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A Sunday morning wor-

ship service was held Feb. 
27 in the church and on 
Zoom. 

Singing was led by Pastor 
Randy Wright and the wor-
ship team. 

An anointing service was 
held for a special need of the 
congregation.

The message given by 
Pastor Wright was titled 
“Spiritual Maturity.” Scrip-
ture was from 1 Corinthians, 
Luke, James, Ephesians and 
1 Thessalonians.

The message can be 
found on the church’s web-
site at annanaz.com and 
on the church’s Facebook 
page.

A baptismal service was 
held following the morning 
worship service. Don Stamp 
from the Saratoga Church 
was baptized. Several from 
the Saratoga Church attend-
ed in support of Don and 
Shannon Thompson from 
the congregation at Anna 
First Church of the Naza-
rene being baptized.

The church’s prayers and 
sympathy are extended to 
the Grimm family in the 
loss of their loved one, 
Homer Grimm. For sever-
al years, Homer attended 
the Anna Church of the 
Nazarene, where he served 
in many capacities, both 
district and local. Private 
graveside services will be 
held for the family. Inter-
ment will be in the Anna 

Cemetery.
Birthdays: Terry Wise-

man Jr., Feb. 28; Sarah 
Treece, Bob McClure, 
March 5.

Fellowship Connect is 
planned at 6:30 p.m. March 
4.

A work day is planned at 
the church from 8 a.m. to 
noon March 5.

Breakfast will be served 
at 9 a.m. Sunday, March 6.

Adult and children’s Sun-
day School is planned at 
9:30 a.m. Sunday, March 6.

A morning worship ser-
vice and memorial roll cer-
tificate service for Geraldine 

Elkins are planned at 10:35 
a.m. Sunday, March 6. 

Children’s church is 
planned at 10:35 a.m. Sun-
day, March 6.

Quizzing is planned at 5 
p.m. Sunday, March 6.

A Wednesday night ser-
vice is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
on March 9 in the sanctuary 
and on Zoom, with the 
youth group meeting and 
children’s Bible quizzing 
in the fellowship hall. The 
pastor can be texted prior 
to the meeting for the Zoom 
password. 

The church can be con-
tacted by calling the church 
office at 833-6702 and leav-
ing a  message if necessary 
or by calling Pastor Wright 
at 618-534-7103.

Reynoldsville News
By Sue Eudy

Jessie, Rhiannon and 
Lane Livesay of Wolf 
Lake visited with Dolores 
Reynolds of Reynolds-
ville and brought pizza 
for dinner.

Happy belated  birthday 
wishes to my nephew, Dar-
ren Crites of Jackson, Mo., 
whose birthday was Mon-
day, Feb. 28, to my sister, 
Linda Koch, of Cape Gi-
rardeau whose birthday 
was Tuesday, March 1, and 
to my sister-in-law, Marjie 
Stark of Anna whose birth-
day is Friday, March 4.

Visiting with Maxine 
and Fred Pender of Fair 
City were Judy and Gary 
Gibbs of Jonesboro.

Toni Mae Pender and 

son Riley of Paducah and 
Bailey and Tony Pender of 
Metropolis visited Sunday 
with Maxine and Fred 
Pender.

Kevin Eudy and Jon-
athan Bohnert of Cape 
Girardeau visited Satur-
day with Sue and Steve 
Eudy. Ryan Wachter of 
Jonesboro visited with his 
grandparents on Sunday. 

You are invited to at-
tend services at Reynolds-
ville Missionary Baptist 
Church. Sunday School 
is at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
morning worship service 
is at 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
evening worship service 
is at 6 p.m. Rev. Jamie 
Bridgeman is the pastor. 
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Annie Brumley Duncan
Annie Brumley Duncan, 

64, of Anna and formerly of 
Johnson County, died Tues-
day morning, Feb. 8, 2022, 
at her home.

She was born on March 1, 
1957, at the former Marion 
Memorial Hospital.  She 
was the daughter of George 
Brumley Jr. and Norma 
Wright Brumley.

On May 24, 2002, she married Al Duncan in Cobden. 
He survives.

In addition to her husband, Mrs. Duncan is survived  by 
a daughter, Marie Ellen Adams of Harrisburg; two grand-
sons, Tyler and Benton; her siblings, Brenda Akins of 
Cape Girardeau, Gary (his wife, Sherry) Brumley, Sharon 
Chapman and Marlene Belden, all of Vienna; sisters-in-
law Alma (her husband, Bob) Young and Rosalee Davis, 
all of Eldorado and Karen Brumley of Vienna; as well as 
many nieces, nephews and cousins.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death 
by, a brother, Richard Brumley; a sister, Susie Kerley; a 
nephew, Jamie Kerley; brothers-in-law Herman Chapman, 
Alan Akins, Tony Belden and Charlie Davis.

She was a 1975 graduate of Vienna High School. She 
worked for over 20 years as a cashier at the Vienna IGA 
and later worked at Draper’s Grocery in Cobden.  She 
was employed as a mental health technician II at Choate 
Mental Health and Developmental Center in Anna prior 
to her recent retirement.

She enjoyed listening to music, especially blues music. 
She was also an avid collector and enjoyed “junking.”

A graveside service honoring the life of Annie Brumley 
Duncan was conducted at 1:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 12, 
at the Vienna Fraternal Cemetery. Pastor Skip Duncan 
officiated.  Interment followed.

Memorials can be made to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, Tenn. 38105-1905.

To share a memory or to leave an online message of 
condolence for the family, visit www.baileyfh.com.

Bailey Funeral Home in Vienna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Brenda Jerrell
Brenda Jerrell, 69, of Anna, died Thursday, Feb. 17.
Funeral arrangements were pending at Rendleman & 

Hileman Funeral Home in Anna.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Herman Ralls
Herman Ralls, 88, of Jonesboro, died Sunday, Feb. 27, 

at Union County Hospital in Anna.
Funeral arrangements were pending at Rendleman & 

Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements.

Judy Kay Smith
Judy Kay Smith, 66, of 

Anna, died Tuesday, Feb. 
22, 2022, at Ascension St. 
Vincent Hospital in Evans-
ville, Ind. 

She was born on Feb. 14, 
1956, in Anna, the daughter 
of John William and Pansy 
Ann Clayton Jackson. 

She is survived by her 
parents, John and Pansy Ann 
Jackson; daughter Ginger 
(Duane) Bailey; son Daric 
(Amanda) Smith; grand-
children Trevor, Aislynne, 
Chesney and Savanah Smith, 
Haleigh, Emily and Alyvia Lawrence; great-grandchild 
Paizley Smith; brother  Randy (Joy) Jackson; other rela-
tives and friends. 

Funeral services were at 11 a.m. Tuesday, March 1, at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna. Interment 
was in the Anna Cemetery. 

Memorials can be made to the Smith family, with checks 
made payable to Ginger Bailey.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Nancy Lee Lyerla
Nancy Lee Lyerla, 90, 

of McHenry, died on Feb. 
15, 2022, at JourneyCare in 
Barrington.

She was born in Chicago 
on Aug. 31, 1931, the daugh-
ter of Gordon and Adele 
Nelson.

She is survived by her 
three children, Nora (Dale) 
Brown, Brad Lyerla (Dona 
Morgan) and Amy Stull; her 
grandchildren Cassie (Luke) 
Tessman, Claire Lyerla, Ra-
chel (Joshua) Zbinden, Abbie (Mike) Redfield, Joseph 
Lyerla, Caleb Brown (Dana Neiswander), Jareb Brown,  
Micah (Lauren) Brown and Nina Lyerla (David Seyler); 
her great grandchildren, Ashton, Tessman, Camden Red-
field, Gunner Redfield, Rylie Brown, Logan and Skyler 
Brown and Esther Lyerla Zbinden; her cousin Gloria 
McKinney; and her sister in-law Shirley Nelson.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Ralph 
Lyerla; her parents, Gordon and Adele Nelson; and her 
brother, Craig Nelson.

Mrs. Lyerla was an alumna of Carthage College, where 
she met her husband Ralph.  They lived in Hoffman Es-
tates for 20-plus years.  

In 1976, Mrs. Lyerla was elected in a statewide elec-
tion as an alternate delegate to the Republican National 
Convention in Kansas City.  

In 1983, they retired to the family farm in Anna, where 
Mrs. Lyerla served on the board of Union County Hospi-
tal in Anna, was a member of the garden club and Home 
Extension, and was involved with the Cancer Society.  

She was an active member of Mt. Moriah Lutheran 
Church in Anna and served there also. She moved to 
McHenry in August 2018 to be closer to family.

Services are being scheduled for May 2022.
Memorials can be made to the Alzheimer’s Association.

Richard Patrick Brewer
Richard Patrick Brew-

er, 67, of Makanda, died 
Wednesday, Feb. 23, 2022, 
in Makanda. 

He was born on Oct. 6, 
1954, in Anna, the son of 
Richard Lee and Barbara 
Ellen Wright Brewer.

He is survived by two 
brothers, Michael (Grace) 
Brewer and Danny Brewer, 
both of Makanda; nieces 
and nephews Michelle (Bill) 
Batula, Becky Baggett, Kim-
berly (Chris) Tyra, Kenneth 
Brewer and Kay (James) 
Morrow; great-nieces and nephews Cheyenne, Joshua, 
Jacob, Joseph, Sara, Jace, Oliver, Vincent and Lucas; and 
two aunts, Lois Goodnight and Ethel Barnett. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and by two 
sisters, Vickie Baggett and Candi Clover.

Mr. Brewer was a retired union laborer. He enjoyed 
the outdoors, especially fishing, hunting and arrowhead 
hunting.

Graveside funeral services for Richard Brewer were 
at 1 p.m. Monday, Feb. 28, at Evergreen Cemetery in 
Makanda, with the Rev. Richard Bittle officiating.  In-
terment followed. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Cobden was 
in charge of arrangements.

To visit his memorial page and to leave online condo-
lences for his family, visit the Rendle-
man & Hileman Funeral Home website 
at rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Robert E. Hileman
Robert E. Hileman, 70, of 

Anna, died Thursday, Feb. 
24, 2022, at Parkway Manor 
in Marion. 

He was born on March 
19, 1951, in Anna, the son 
of Lowell and Zelta Irene 
Simpkins Hileman.

Mr. Hileman is survived by 
his sisters, Linda Hoehner of 
Anna and Christine Dirden 
of Jonesboro; nieces and 
nephews; other relatives and 
friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and by two 
brothers-in-law, Scott Hoehner and Lester Dirden. 

 Mr. Hileman worked for many years on the riverboat 
for  American Maritime Officers and Dravo Mechling 
until his retirement in 2000. 

According to his wishes, there will be no services. 
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Russell Keith Johnson
Russell Keith Johnson 

Sr., 71 of Jonesboro, died 
Sunday, Feb. 13, 2022, at 
his home. 

He was born on Feb. 28, 
1950, in Anniston, Mo., the 
son of Marshall A. and Mable 
L. Dover Johnson. He mar-
ried Judy Smith on July 21, 
1992. 

He is survived by his wife 
Judy of Jonesboro; his chil-
dren, Tiffany (Asa) Busby, 
Leon (Carrie) Alsip, Billie 
(Angie) Alsip and Brandy 
Alsip; his grandchildren, Keely Busby, Keaton (Morgan) 
Busby, Payton, Miles and Ava Alsip, Jenna Trammel, 
Grace Mowell, Hayden and Adley Lewis, Brandon 
(Geri) Johnson, Brett, Breanna and Chassidy Johnson; 
great-grandchildren Parker Busby, Colton, Gavin and Ellie 
Johnson and Liam Lyerla; a sister-in-law, Kay Johnson; 
numerous nieces, nephews and other relatives. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; a son, Russell 
Keith “Hokie” Johnson Jr.; and 11 siblings.

Mr. Johnson was a member of the Laborer’s Interna-
tional Union Local 773. He enjoyed fishing and hunting, 
but most of all, he enjoyed spending time with his family, 
especially his grandchildren.

To honor the life of Russell Johnson Sr., family and 
friends gathered from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
16, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro.

To visit his memorial page and to leave online condo-
lences for the family, visit the Rendleman and Hileman 
Funeral Home website at rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

Susanna Hartline
Susanna Hartline, 85, of 

Alto Pass, died Monday, Feb. 
21, 2022, at her home. 

She was born on Oct. 
30, 1936, in Gary, Ind., the 
daughter of Frank and Wanda 
Weiloguerski Armenth. 

She married Raymond 
Hartline on Feb. 4, 1955, in 
Indiana. He preceded her in 
death on July 17, 2021. 

Mrs. Hartline is survived 
by her son, Russ (Mary Jo) 
Hartline of Alto Pass; three 
daughters, Rhonda (John) 
McGuire of Valparaiso, Ind., Roxanne (Delbert) Small-
wood of Wheeler, Ind., and Rosiland Sedlacek of Mur-
physboro; 10 grandchildren; 13 great-grandchildren; other 
relatives and many friends. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Ray Hart-
line; her parents; a granddaughter, Baby Smallwood; and 
a brother, Fred Armenth. 

Mrs. Hartline received her bachelor’s degree and 
master’s degree from Indiana University. She went on to 
teach music in the Portage School system in Portage, In., 
for many years. 

She later worked for Tri-County Special Education for 
three years and substituted for all Union and Alexander 
county schools until her retirement in 2005. She attended 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Anna. 

She was a life member of Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 VFW Ladies Auxiliary. She was the past district 
president for Illinois District 15 and was past president 
for the Anna Auxiliary. 

Interment will be held privately in St. John’s Cemetery 
near Dongola.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements.

William David ‘Frogg’ Elkins
William David “Frogg” 

Elkins, beloved son, broth-
er, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather, went home 
to be with the Lord on Dec. 
21, 2021. He was 69 years 
old. 

David (Frogg) was born on 
Sept. 18, 1952, in Anna. He 
was the son of Billy Donn 
Elkins and Betty Sue Manus 
Elkins. He was the third of four children born to them. 

Early in his life, Frogg married and worked at Bunny 
Bread in Anna, before moving his family to Lampe, Mo., 
in 1987. 

There, Frogg would go on to work as a bowling me-
chanic and manage two different bowling alleys, Hillbilly 
Bowl in Kimberling City, Mo., and Town and Country 
Lanes in Berryville, Ark. 

Bowling was a large part of Frogg’s life. He would 
have the opportunity to develop and be a part of numerous 
youth leagues throughout his life. He would also go on to 
become a certified bowling coach. 

One of his biggest passions in life was this sport and 
he would use this opportunity to pass on his knowledge 
and love for it to many different children and families. 

Frogg was also an avid golfer, an active member of the 
Kiwanis and a friend to anyone he met. He shared his love 
of sports with everyone and he always had a story to tell 
and a laugh that was contagious. 

He is survived by his two daughters, Christy Griffith 
(Greg) of Monett, Mo., and Mary Essary (Jason) of 
Kimberling City, Mo.; two sisters, Christy Tuttle (Ellis) 
of Columbia, Mo., and Claudia Lipusch (David Prucha) 
of Madison, Wis.; one brother, Dan Elkins (Michelle 
Kassel) of Cape Girardeau; two grandchildren, Dakota 
Kevin Williams of Kimberling City, Mo., and Nevaeh 
Robyn Griffith of Monett, Mo., and one great-grandson, 
James Dakota Melvin Williams of Kimberling City, Mo. 
He was preceded in death by his parents. 

Per Frogg’s wishes, he will be cremated and a cele-
bration of life memorial will be held in Berryville at a 
later date. 

Memorials  can be made the Kiwanis Club of Berryville, 
P.O. Box 652, Berryville, Ark. 72616; Turpentine Creek 
Wildlife Refuge, 239 Turpentine Creek Ln., Eureka 
Springs, Ark.; 72632; or St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, Tenn. 38105.

City of  Jonesboro
Cemetery Clean-up

The City of  Jonesboro will 
begin cleaning up in the cem-
etery on April 1, 2022. All ar-
rangements, grave blankets 
and miscellaneous items left 
on the ground after April 1, 
2022, will be picked up and 
disposed of  by the cemetery 
department.

12GP

Notice
The Saint John’s Cemetery Board would 
like to inform everyone that cemetery 
cleanup and mowing will begin March 
28th. Please remove any flowers or 
other items from the ground to allow for 
mowing and weed eating. We greatly ap-
preciate your help with this in order that 
the cemetery can be maintained properly. 

12GP

Obituaries
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Integrity Healthcare-Cobden
employee wins new automobile

New car winner
From left are Sherry Belcher, administrator of Integrity Healthcare of 

Cobden; Vickey Smith, winner of a new car; and Kelly Kelley, chief operating 
officer of Integrity Healthcare Communities. Photo provided.

Integrity Healthcare 
Communities launched the 
process of protecting the 
residents in their 11 skilled 
nursing facilities from Co-
vid-19 long before testing 
mandates were put in place. 

In May 2020, Integrity 
partnered with VistaLink 
Health to begin testing staff 
and residents on a weekly 
basis. 

Special Covid units had 
already been set up in fa-
cilities to make certain 
residents were properly 
quarantined and cared for. 

If a staff member tested 
positive, proper protocols 
were followed and staff 
were quarantined at their 
homes.

Staff were encouraged 
to be vaccinated against 
Covid-19.

To encourage participa-
tion, Integrity Healthcare 
Communities created a 
special promotion. 

The names of all vac-
cinated employees were 
entered into a weekly draw-

ing and on July 16. 2021, 
the first $1,000 prize was 
awarded. 

Each week through the 
end of the year, $1,000 was 
awarded to a lucky vacci-
nated employee.

Weekly monetary prizes 
were great incentives, and 
the number of vaccinated 
employees jumped from 
165 to 374 fully vaccinated 
employees, but the grand 
prizes for the promotion 
were the best incentives.

At the end of the pro-
motion, two grand prizes 
were drawn. The first place 
award of an all-expense 
paid vacation for two was 
awarded to Olivia Williams. 

The grand prize, a brand 
new 2021 Nissan Kicks 
automobile was awarded to 
Vickey Smith.

Ms. Williams, winner of 
the all-expense paid vaca-
tion for two, has worked as 
a certified nursing assistant 
at IHCC-Belleville for al-
most four years. 

She is known for her ef-

forts to “go the extra mile” 
to help residents, as well as 
her team of coworkers, who 
say that they are blessed to 
have her as a part of the 
Integrity Belleville team.

Ms. Smith has worked as 
a certified nursing assistant 
for the past three years at 
IHCC-Cobden. 

Cobden administrator 
Sherry Belcher said, “Vick-
ey always goes above and 
beyond for our residents. 
We are proud and thankful 
to have her in our Integrity 
family.”

The chief operating of-
ficer of Integrity Healthcare 
Communities, Kelly Kelley, 
said: “Integrity Health-
care Communities has been 
committed to the safety of 
our residents and employ-
ees. We are pleased with 
the results of our 2021 pro-
motion and look forward 
to continuing our safety 
measures in 2022. We are 
Integrity Strong.”

Redbird in the ice
Paula Hasty shared this “beautiful photo 

taken by my friend BethAnn Agne at her home in 
Jonesboro.” Last week’s winter storm created many 
photo opportunities.

The Maple Syrup Festi-
val and Pancake Breakfast 
at the Touch of Nature Out-
door Education Center near 
Carbondale, is happening 
in 2022.

Organizers note, how-
ever, that the event is being 
rescheduled from February 
to March due to recent 
increases in COVID-19 
cases in the region and the 
unpredictable weather.

The event now is sched-
uled to take place March 
26-27 at Touch of Nature’s 
Camp 2, and tickets for the 
breakfast are on sale. 

Touch of Nature Out-
door Education Center is 
located about 8 miles south 
of Carbondale, off Giant 
City Road.

The all-day, two-day 
event is scheduled to fea-
ture maple syrup demon-
strations, outdoor environ-
mental education activities, 
vendors, artisans, interpre-
tive hikes, children’s events 

and the pancake and maple 
syrup breakfast (paid tick-
ets required).

Festival visitors will find 
a wide variety of hands-on 
programs and activities 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

There will be demonstra-
tions of the age-old process 
of tapping and harvesting 
maple sap and boiling it 
down to create syrup at 10 
a.m. and 2 p.m. 

Live local  music is 
planned from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. 

Lunch is scheduled to 
be available from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m.

There will be an exten-
sive assortment of vendors 
and artisans on hand offer-
ing their wares to commu-
nity members. 

Live alpacas from Roll-
ing Oaks Alpaca Ranch 
are scheduled to make an 
appearance as well.

The pancake breakfast, 
which typically draws 

large crowds who enjoy 
the chance to eat pancakes 
topped by real maple syrup, 
accompanied by all the 
trimmings including pork 
sausage produced locally 
by Triple C Meats, is sched-
uled from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Purchased in advance 
by March 24, tickets are: 
for ages 14 and older, $12; 
for ages 6-13, priced at $6 
each; free for ages 5 and 
younger.

Purchased after the early 
bird deadline or at the door, 
tickets are $15 and $8; chil-
dren ages 5 and younger 
still eat free. 

Tickets can be purchased 
online at campscui.active.
com or by calling 618-453-
1121 with a credit card.

To learn more about the 
festival or purchase tickets 
for the pancake breakfast, 
visit the festival website or 
ton.siu.edu, call 618-453-
1121 or email tonec@siu.
edu.

Maple Syrup Festival rescheduled

Dongola Beta
Club students
recognized

The Dongola Unit School 
District No. 66 Board of 
Education has recognized 
the district’s 2021 state Beta 
Club finalists.

A message posted on 
social media shared that the 
students were recognized at 
the board’s regular meeting 
on Feb. 22.

The students who receiv-
ing recognition for their 
achievements included:

Junior High Beta Club
Caleb Gaddis, second 

place, math. Henry Magi-
nel, second place, language 
arts.

High School Beta Club
Presley Hoffman, cham-

pion, black and white pho-
tography. 

Mady Mead, champion 
drawing and third place 
mixed media. 

Hailey Wright, third 
place painting and third 
place scuplture.

Noah Wiseman, first 
place engineering.

Terry Hodges,  third 
place, math.

Abby Sartin
honor student

Abby Sartin of Anna 
has been named to the fall 
Chancellor’s Honor Roll at 
the University of Missis-
sippi in Oxford, Miss.

Students who earn recog-
nition on the Chancellor’s 
Honor Roll had a grade 
point average of 3.75 to 
4.00.

In order to be eligible 
for honor roll designation, 
a student must have com-
pleted at least 12 graded 
hours for the semester.

Civil rights, voting exhibits featured
Two exhibits which have 

been on tour throughout the 
state are making their final 
stops in Southern Illinois.

Illinois Humanities an-
nounced that the African 
American Museum of 
Southern Illinois is hosting 
the final tour stop of the Il-
linois Freedom Project.

The General John A. 
Logan Museum in Mur-
physboro is hosting Voices 
and Votes: Democracy in 
America.

Illinois Freedom Proj-
ect: The Illinois Freedom 
Project is a traveling ex-
hibition that examines the 
pursuit of civil rights by 
and for African Americans 
in Illinois. 

The exhibit opened Feb. 
12, during Black Histo-
ry Month. The exhibit is 
scheduled to be on display 
at the museum through 
March 19.

The African American 
Museum of Southern Il-
linois is located at the Uni-

versity Mall at 1237 E. 
Main St. in Carbondale.

The exhibition is touring 
the state in conjunction with 
Voices and Votes: Democ-
racy in America.

Voices and Votes: De-
mocracy in America

Voices and Votes: De-
mocracy in America opened 
at its final stop on Feb. 12 at 
the General John A. Logan 
Museum in Murphysboro. 

The museum is located at 
1613 Edith St.

Voices and and Votes: 
Democracy in America 
is the latest Museum on 
Main Street exhibit from 
the Smithsonian and high-
lights America’s history of 
civic action and results of 
that action. 

The exhibit is scheduled 
to be on display through 
March 19.

Nominations accepted for
Senior Illinoisan Hall of Fame

The Illinois Department 
on Aging, IDoA, is accept-
ing nominations for the 
Senior Illinoisan Hall of 
Fame.

The hall of fame is open 
to adults age 65 and older 
who excel in the categories 
of community service, edu-
cation, performance and/or 
graphic arts, and the labor 
force.

The Senior Illinoisan 
Hall of Fame was estab-
lished by the Illinois Gen-
eral Assembly in 1994 to 
honor older adults’ accom-
plishments and contribu-
tions to their communities. 

Each year, four Illinois-
ans age 65 or older are 
inducted into the hall of 
fame for their work in com-
munity service, education, 
arts or the labor force. 

IDoA said that nomina-
tions for 2022 inductees 
must be submitted by June 
1. 

More information can 
be found online at https://
www2.illinois.gov/aging/
HallofFame. Nominations 
can be submitted online.

“Most of us can think of 
an older friend or neighbor 
who has made an impact 
in our life, and nominating 
that person for the Senior 
Illinoisan Hall of Fame is 
a wonderful way to show 
your appreciation,” IDoA 
director Paula Basta said in 
a news release. 

“I encourage everyone to 
help the Department on Ag-
ing recognize older adults 
with a long history of help-
ing and inspiring others.” 

Someone, somewhere
wants just what 

you don't need anymore.

Use a classified ad in
The Gazette-Democrat

to get yourself some extra cash.

To place your classified ad, 
call 833-2158.
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Crocuses...wintry weather...gardening...

Better Politics, 
Smarter Government
Return of Congressional town 
halls would be a sign of healing

Editor’s note: This op-ed was distributed by Capitol 
News Illinois on behalf of the Paul Simon Public Policy 
Institute. The opinions expressed in this article are the 
author’s own.

By John T. Shaw
Several years ago, the Paul Simon Public Policy Insti-

tute was invited to join a dozen universities in the United 
States to promote bipartisan collaboration and productive 
discourse at the state and local level.

The Institute developed a plan to strengthen how con-
gressional town hall meetings are conducted in Illinois. 
Our recommendations outlined ways these meetings could 
be more informative, civil, respectful and productive. 

We sent our ideas to members of the Illinois Congres-
sional delegation and received encouraging responses. 
Then COVID-19 descended in 2020 and disrupted all our 
lives. In-person town hall meetings seemed ill-advised and 
unsafe during a pandemic.

Even if COVID-19 had not battered our world, we were 
aware that in-person town halls are threatened by other 
pervasive and pernicious diseases in the United States: 
the rise in political polarization, the decline of civility, 
and the atrophy of our collective ability as Americans to 
discuss contentious issues constructively, without rancor 
or acrimony.

The twin maladies of COVID-19 and political polar-
ization upended in-person town hall meetings in Illinois 
and elsewhere.

The institute is not giving up on its conviction that 
town hall meetings are an important instrument to revive 
our democracy.

Congressional town hall meetings have been an im-
portant feature of America’s culture of representative 
democracy for more than two centuries. In their ideal 
form, they allow lawmakers to describe their work at 
home and in Washington and to listen to the concerns of 
their constituents. Open and vigorous dialogue benefits 
policymakers and the public.

However, the nature of the town hall meeting has 
changed dramatically in the last decade or so, driven by 
deepening political polarization and advances in technol-
ogy, especially the revolution of social media. 

Both conservative and liberal activist groups often 
regard town hall meetings as opportunities to confront 
lawmakers they oppose and create embarrassing moments 
that can be captured on camera and then disseminated 
through social media. 

Even before COVID-19, many in Congress began to 
hold only virtual town hall meetings in which constituents 
attended via phone, internet or Zoom. These meetings are 
often tightly controlled and often fuel public anger and 
skepticism about the political process.

Paul Simon powerfully summarized the value of in-
person town hall meetings: “It’s one thing to read about 
the farm problem, much different to talk to flesh-and-blood 
people whose agony is written on their faces and in what 
they say,” he wrote. 

“It’s one thing to know unemployment statistics, an-
other to talk to a mother who is worried about the mental 
health of her son because he can’t find a job. The people 
who took time to attend town meetings held in every 
corner of the state helped me to become a better senator.” 

The institute believes that in-person town hall meet-
ings can again become a constructive part of our political 
discourse. 

However, we urge lawmakers and the public to ap-
proach them differently. Civility must be the coin of the 
realm. Town hall meetings should be restructured as listen-
ing and learning sessions that center on lawmakers hearing 
the views of constituents. They should be moderated by 
a nonpartisan community leader who sets the tone for a 
respectful discussion. 

The range of people who attend town halls should be 
widened so the audience is more diverse and includes both 
partisans and independents.

There is no magic solution to rescue and revive town 
hall meetings. Success ultimately depends on the goodwill 
and respect of both the public and policymakers.

As we approach the spring of 2022, there are cautious 
reports that the pandemic is easing. Hopefully we can 
soon contemplate in-person events, albeit with appropriate 
public health precautions.

I will take it as a good sign about the health of our na-
tion and our democracy when we are able to revive town 
hall meetings that are both safe and civil. It is important to 
relearn that we can exchange views with public officials 
and fellow citizens in a spirited and civil way. We are all 
custodians of a remarkable country and state...and citizens 
of the same political community.    

John T. Shaw is the director of the Paul Simon Public 
Policy Institute at Southern Illinois University Carbon-
dale. Shaw’s monthly column explores how Illinois can 
work toward better politics and smarter government.

Lighting up a wintry night
Lights from a freight train were shining in a landscape which was covered with ice Thursday night, Feb. 24. The train was heading through Cobden. Light 

wintry precipitation was falling at the time.

The Journey Through Life during the past week or so 
was highlighted by all sorts of interesting things... but 
mainly the weather... again... seems like that’s been a 
weekly thing for a while.

Crocuses finally started to bloom in our front yard last 
week. We had about a half dozen plants in bloom with 
bright yellow flowers...and then the ice came...

All of the flowers were coated in ice. The plants, and 
the flowers, seemed to do OK, though...especially in the 
sunshine and temperatures around 60 degrees early this 
week.

The ice accompanied a winter storm which swept 
through our part of the world last week. The National 
Weather Service office in Paducah began alerting us about 
the potential for wintry weather early last week...

The weather service issued a winter storm warning for 
last Wednesday and Thursday. The forecast was calling 
for a fascinating concoction of “moderate to heavy mixed 
precipitation...mainly freezing rain and some sleet.”

Well, if you happened to look out your window last 
Wednesday and Thursday, you know that the forecast 
turned out to be correct...and then some... Yup...we even 
had some lightning and thunder on Thursday. The end 
result was a bit of a frozen mess. I even got to figure out 
how to get into a frozen car...again. 

However, when the sun finally made a return appear-
ance by Saturday, the world around us took on a rather 
spectacular appearance.

The Other Half and her other half went on a ride early 
last Saturday afternoon. We motored along Skyline Drive 
in the direction of metropolitan Alto Pass...to see what 
we could see...

We made a stop at Cliff View Park in Alto Pass to see 
the sights...as did a number of other folks. If you’ve never 
been to that little park in Alto Pass, it’s well worth a visit. 

One word sums up what we saw during our Saturday 
afternoon adventure: Wow. We said that several times. 

While we were out and about, yours truly took lots of 
photographs, well, because that’s what I do. For the most 
part, the photos really did not do justice to the beauty 
we saw. 

In the midst of the ice and sleet and snow and cold, 
The Other Half continues to get ready for the 2022 
gardening season. She has all sorts of plants growing in 
various places in our house...on our front porch...and in 
her greenhouse in the backyard.

She’s even trying to convince yours truly that I should 
start cultivating a green thumb. That is probably much 
easier said than done. As I think has been mentioned in 
this space before, I like cactuses. They don’t need a lot 
of care, which I am very good at...and they have sharp, 
pointy things, too...

Since I like peppers, The Other Half has convinced me 
to try to start my own plants. With her kind and very, very 
patient help, I mixed up some potting soil and compost 
over the weekend (well, I think that’s the stuff I mixed 
up). Then, I dropped some pepper plant seeds in the mix. 
Can’t tell you how many, though. 

We are now eagerly waiting for the seeds to germinate. 
They either will...or they won’t... Seems that pepper plants 
aren’t exactly the easiest things to start from seeds. We’ll 
see how the novice Johnny Pepperseed does... Stay tuned...

One more thing as we finish up... hope you got to see 
the segment about local newspapers on “60 Minutes” last 
Sunday night... 

A plant coated in ice looked like some sort of cut 
glass creation...

Berries on ice...the photograph was taken Thursday 
night, Feb. 24...

Guessing the bird on the branch in the midst of all 
the icicles was a hawk...it was pretty far away, though...

A male cardinal was fluffed up in the cold and the 
ice...

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, March 2, 1972

March 1 marks the initial delivery of Mobile Meals, a 
program of hot, nutritious, noon meals for people unable 
to prepare meals for themselves due to injury, illness or 
other infirmity.

Anna-Jonesboro Junior Women’s Club has volunteered 
to be the civic organization in charge of delivering the 
meals for the first week of operation.

Meals are prepared in the Union County Hospital 
kitchen under the supervision of a qualified dietitian. 
Recipients of the meals are referred by their physicians 
to the Tri-County Health Department.

***
After a week or more of cloudy skies and much precipi-

tation, the Union County area basked under sunny skies 
for three days, with the thermometer soaring to a record 
breaking high of 75 degrees Tuesday, Feb. 29.

In Union County, the observance of World Day of 
Prayer is being held at the Presbyterian Church of Anna, 
Friday, March 3, at 2 p.m.

The first quarterly dinner meeting of the Anna Chamber 
of Commerce in the new year will be held Monday, March 
6, at 6:30 p.m. at the Elks Club in Anna.

The membership drive for 1972 for the Union County 
Hospital Auxiliary will be March 6 through 10.

Members of the Union County Christmas Parade Com-
mittee met Tuesday morning in Anna to discuss plans for 
the 1972 parade.

From the Mountain Glen news: We have had several 
spring like days lately. We all appreciate them very much.
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