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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
to all of our readers on 
March 17.

***
In the for whatever it’s 

worth category: spring be-
gins on Wednesday, March 
20.

***
A career fair is planned 

Wednesday  morn ing , 
March 20, at Shawnee 
Community College near 
Ullin.

***
A display of blue lights 

is planned on the Jonesboro 
Square to help promote the 
upcoming production of 
“Disney’s Little Mermaid” 
at Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School.

***
The Southern Seven 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Coalition is welcoming 
nominations to honor indi-
viduals as Champions for 
Great Childhoods.

***
A hunter  educat ion 

course is planned Friday 
and Saturday, March 15-
16, at the First Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church in 
Anna.

***
The 2019 Annabelle Fes-

tival is planned June 8-9 in 
downtown Anna.

***
The Pope and Young 

Club reported online that 
a world record non-typical 
white-tailed deer had a final 
score of 327 7/8. The deer 
was harvested in Illinois 
during the 2018 archery 
season.

***
The Illinois Emergency 

Management Agency notes 
that March 11-15 is Flood 
Safety Awareness Week.

***
Illinois State Police Dis-

trict 22 is planning to con-
duct roadside safety checks 
during March in Pulaski 
County.

***
Shawnee Community 

College hosted a Saints 
Read celebration on Satur-
day, March 2.

Downpours on Saturday bring street flooding

More heavy rain, more flooding
Heavy rainfall once again resulted in flooding in the 500 block of East Vienna Street in Anna last 

Saturday afternoon. The location frequently floods during downpours. The picture was taken at about 
2:30 p.m.

Last Saturday’s weather 
in the Union County area 
was highlighted by down-
pours and street flooding.

Fog, strong winds and 
lightning also were part of 
Saturday’s weather in the 
county.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
early last Saturday after-
noon issued an urban and 

small stream flood advisory 
for Union, Pulaski, Massac, 
Johnson and Alexander 
counties in Southern Il-
linois.

The weather service re-
ported that at 12:39 p.m. 
Saturday, trained weather 
spotters reported street 
flooding in Anna due to 
thunderstorms.

By that time on Saturday, 

up to an inch of rain had 
already fallen in the Union 
County area.

Shortly after noon on 
Saturday, the weather ser-
vice also issued a severe 
thunderstorm warning for 
southeastern Union Coun-
ty and western Johnson 
County.

At 12:14 p.m. Saturday, 
a severe thunderstorm was 

located near Dongola. The 
storm was moving north-
east at 60 miles per hour.

One of the hazards as-
sociated with the storm was 
the potential for 60 mph 
wind gusts.

The storm which prompt-
ed the warning weakened 
to below severe limits by 
12:24 p.m., the weather 
service reported.

Parts of Southern Illinois 
(including Union County), 
Southeast Missouri and 
Western Kentucky also 
were under a wind advisory 
until 9 p.m. Saturday.

The weather service re-
ported that sustained winds 
of 20 to 30 mph, with gusts 
up to 45 mph, were pos-
sible.

50 mph
wind gusts
in forecast

Union County residents 
may have had to start brac-
ing themselves for very 
strong wind gusts begin-
ning on Wednesday and 
continuing on Thursday, 
today.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
early this week reported on 
its website that the strong 
winds would be the result 
of a strong low pressure 
system which was expected 
to start tracking across the 
Central Plains states up into 
the Great Lakes on Wednes-
day and Thursday, today.

Southerly winds were 
expected to strengthen by 
Wednesday afternoon with 
gusts of up to 30 to 40 
miles per hour in Southern 
Illinois, Southeast Missouri 
and Western Kentucky.

“Even stronger winds are 
expected on Thursday,” the 
weather service advised.

Sustained southwest 
winds of 20 to 30 mph were 
in the forecast for today. 

Gusts of 45 to 55 mph are 
likely, the weather service 
warned.

The weather service was 
advising area residents to 
secure outdoor objects.

With such strong winds 
blowing, trees and tree 
branches may fall. High-
profile vehicles will be dif-
ficult to drive. Dangerous 
conditions were expected 
on area lakes.

Damaged crossing gate
A railroad crossing gate along South Main Street 

in downtown Anna sustained major damage in an 
accident last week. 

Traffic at a standstill
Traffic was slowed to a standstill in Anna early Thursday morning, March 

7, after a freight train had to stop due to brake issues. The photograph was 
taken at the South Main Street crossing, near the four-way stop.

Traffic came to a stand-
still early Thursday morn-
ing, March 7, in Anna after 
a freight train had to come 
to a stop in the Union Coun-
ty community.

Brake issues on one of 
the train’s cars was reported 
to have been the reason for 
the stop.

The train stopped at a 
point where railroad cross-
ings throughout Anna were 
blocked just as people 
were heading to work and 

students were heading to 
school at around 8 a.m. 
The car was removed from 
the train.

With crossings in Anna 
blocked for some time, 
many motorists made their 
way to Boyd Road and 
Sadler Road, which was 
very busy.

At the same time, a cross-
ing gate on South Main 
Street near the four-way 
stop in Anna sustained ma-
jor damage when it was 

struck by a pickup truck. 
The two incidents were 
reported to have been un-
related.

Railroad crews worked 
throughout the day last 
Thursday to repair the 
crossing gate.

The Anna Police De-
partment reported that the 
pickup truck apparently 
experienced a mechanical 
failure before the vehicle 
struck the gate. No injuries 
were reported.

The blocked railroad  
crossings became a big 
challenge for Anna School 
District No. 37. 

The district has school 
buildings on both sides of 
the track, including Lincoln 
School on one side and 
Anna Junior High School/
Davie School on another 
side.

District 37 superinten-
dent Chuck Goforth said 
that some students and 
staff members were late 

as a result of the blocked 
crossings. The district has 
about 725 to 730 students 
and about 85 staff members.

The  super in tendent 
praised the work of staff 
members who were able to 
get to school on time.

“The staff that was here 
did a great job,” he said. 
Goforth said that about 
one and a half to two hours 
passed before the final 
group of students made it 
to school.

Stopped freight train brings traffic to halt in Anna

A flood warning once 
again has been issued 
for the Mississippi River 
in Southern Illinois and 
Southeast Missouri.

The National Weather 
Service office in Cape Gi-
rardeau reported Monday 
on its website that the flood 
warning would go into ef-
fect:

•From Wednesday morn-
ing until further notice at 
Cape Girardeau.

•From late Wednesday 
night until further notice at 
Thebes.

Runoff from heavy rain-
fall and melting snow over 
the northern portions of the 
Mississippi River Valley 
will cause minor flooding to 
develop on the Mississippi 
River at Cape Girardeau 
and Thebes, the weather 
service reported.

Minor flooding initial-
ly was in the forecast for 
both locations. The outlook 
was upgraded to moder-
ate flooding late Tuesday 
morning.

Flood warnings have 
been issued on and off for 

weeks for the Mississippi 
River.

Union County is bor-
dered on the west by the 
Mississippi.

Mississippi River at 
Cape Girardeau 

At 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
the river’s stage at Cape 
Girardeau was at 30.8 feet. 
Flood stage is 32.0 feet.

The forecast called for 
the river to rise above flood 
stage by early Wednesday 
morning, March 13, and to 
continue to rise. Additional 
rises are possible.

Mississippi River at 
Thebes

At 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
the river’s stage at Thebes 
was 31.5 feet. Flood stage 
is 33.0 feet.

The forecast called for 
the river to rise above flood 
stage by early Thursday 
morning, today, and con-
tinue to rise. Additional 
rises are possible.

Flooding also continues 
along the Ohio River in the 
Southern Illinois and West-
ern Kentucky areas. 

Flood warning again issued for Mississippi
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Immanuel Praise
& Worship Center
4290 Old Hwy. 51 N. • Cobden

13G

Saturday, March 16th
Serving 4:30-6:30 P.M.

Carry-out Available
Love donation taken at the door.

Join us for our monthly 
chicken & dumpling dinner

Whole desserts may be pre-ordered by calling 618-893-4916. 
Leave a message for a return call.

Anna Council hears project updates
Project updates – and a 

look to the future – were 
highlighted at last week’s 
regular meeting of the Anna 
City Council.

The meeting was Tues-
day evening, March 5, at 
Anna City Hall.

City administrator Steve 
Guined presented a detailed 
report which included:

•An update on a 2018-
2019 housing grant update.

•A 2019-2020 abandoned 
property program grant 
update.

•A 2019-2020 downtown 
improvement project.

•2019-2020 economic 
development.

•2019-2020 street im-
provements.

•Natural gas rate com-
parisons.

•2019-2021 water im-
provement projects.

2018-2019 Housing 
Grant Update

Over the past several 
years, the City of Anna has 
applied for, and received, 
nearly $1.2 million in funds 
for owner occupied housing 
improvement grants.

The funds are used in a 
targeted area approach to 
improve the overall appear-
ance and home values in the 
targeted areas.

The most recent targeted 
area includes Grand, East 
and Grove avenues.

Applicants must qualify 
and be approved by an out-
side agency to participate in 
the program.

The most recent pro-
gram includes seven homes. 
Three of the homes have 
been bid out and construc-
tion is set to begin. The 
balance should follow soon. 
The program should be 
completed this year.

2019-2020 Abandoned 
Property Program Grant 
Update

The City of Anna has ap-
plied for a $75,000 grant to 
assist in the demolition of 
abandoned homes within 
the city limits.

The grant will assist the 
city in the expense of the 
costs associated with the 
abatement and demolition 
of abandoned properties.

The city has spent nearly 
$250,000 over the last sev-
eral years to demolish aban-
doned properties.

Once demolition work 
has been completed, the 
properties have been sold 
to new owners, donated to 
Habitat for Humanity or are 
in the process of being sold.

The city has identified 
several properties through 
its code enforcement pro-
gram which are seen as 
excellent candidates for the 
program. The code enforce-
ment program falls under 
the responsibility of the 
police and fire departments.

The city administrator 
recommended that the city 
council continue to focus on 

Circuit clerk’s office
participating in debt
recovery program

circuit clerk’s office deputy 
clerk Emily Hartsock par-
ticipated in the training.

Funding generated by the 
circuit clerk’s office from 
the time of the start-up on 
Feb. 15 through Feb. 28 
totalled $3,269.85, Busby 
said.

Busby said she was made 
aware of the program in the 
state comptroller’s office 
through Credit Collection 
Partners in Taylorville. The 
county began working with 
the firm in June of 2018. 

Credit Collection Part-
ners is helping the county to 
collect more than $603,000 
in overdue fines, court costs 
and fees. The overdue funds 
involve 1,000 court cases 
dating back to 2012.

The comptroller’s office 
explains that through the 
Local Debt Recovery Pro-
gram, LDRP, it withholds 
unpaid debt from checks 
issued by the state. This 
process is known as an 
“offset.” The comptroller’s 
office also takes $15 to $20 
fee from the debtor.

The comptroller’s office 
said that offsets can come 
from:

•Income tax refunds, 
which includes returns from 
individuals and businesses.

•A state employee’s pay-
check (only a portion is 
withheld from each check).

•State vendor contracts.
•The lottery.
The process for collect-

ing funds is outlined by the 
comptroller’s office and 
begins with a local entity, 
such as the Union County 
circuit clerk’s office, sign-
ing up with the LDRP.

The circuit clerk’s office 
submits outstanding debt 
claims to the Illinois Debt 
Recovery Offset Portal, 
IDROP.

Submitted debt must be 
less than seven years old 
from the date of final de-
termination, greater than 
$9.99, in a correct format 
and in accordance with an 
established notice process.

IDROP matches claims 
again state records. Matched 
records are submitted for an 
offset.

IDROP registers the off-
set, such as an income tax 
return and withholds the 
money.

The debtor has 60 days to 
file a protest regarding the 
action. If the debtor files a 
protest, the circuit clerk’s 
office responds. A hearing 
officer reviews evidence in 
the matter and then makes 
a ruling. 

If no protest is filed, or if 
a protest is denied, then the 
money is transferred to the 
circuit clerk’s office.   

The Union County circuit 
clerk’s office has imple-
mented a new program 
which is helping to collect 
overdue fines and court 
costs.

The program also is gen-
erating revenue for the 
county.

The county is partici-
pating in the Local Debt 
Recovery Program, which 
offers local governments 
an opportunity to utilize 
the resources of the Illinois 
Office of the Comptroller to 
collect unpaid debt.

The comptroller’s office 
explains that through the 
program, unpaid debt can 
be collected for such mat-
ters as parking and red light 
tickets; utility bills, such 
as water and sewer costs; 
traffic fines, ordinance vio-
lations and court fees; and 
tuition and student fees.

Union County Circuit 
Clerk Tiffany Busby said 
that the process leading to 
the implementation of the 
new program began in mid-
December of 2018 and was 
completed by Feb. 7. 

The new program went 
active in the circuit clerk’s 
office on Feb. 15, when the 
first fees were collected. 

Busby said, with pride, 
that the comptroller’s of-
fice shared that her office’s 
implementation of the pro-
gram was done faster than 
had been seen by any other 
entity in Illinois.

At this time, the circuit 
clerk’s office is the only 
government entity in Union 
County which is participat-
ing in the program.

Training for the program 
involved online and hands-
on sessions. Busby and 

The next project involves 
work which is estimated to 
cost $917,000. The project 
involves water main im-
provements, rehabilitation 
and painting of the 200,000 
gallon water tank and re-
placement of valves and hy-
drants. This project will be 
funded by a 75 percent loan 
forgiveness grant, with the 
remaining 25 percent again 
paid by a low interest loan 
from the IEPA. The work is 
scheduled for completion 
in 2021.

Other Business
In other business at last 

week’s meeting:
Anna resident Michael 

Bigler was present to share 
his thoughts about the city’s 
plans regarding the hiring 
of administrative personnel: 
a new city administrator 
and assistant city admin-
istrator.

Bigler is a former mem-
ber of the city council. He 
is a candidate for election 
to the council in the April 
election.

One aspect of Bigler’s 
concern focused on the 
length of the process in-
volved in the hiring of a 
new city administrator.

He also voiced concerns 
about the hiring of new 
administrative personnel at 
a time when the city coun-
cil could face significant 
turnout in light of the April 
election.

Long-time city admin-
istrator Steve Guined has 
announced his plans to 
permanently retire from the 
post. He continues to work 
for the city on a contractual 
basis.

Mayor Steve Hartline 
said that the city is carefully 
going through the hiring 
process. The mayor noted 
that it is important to find 
qualified employees in light 
of the recent retirements of 
employees who filled six 
key administrative posts.

Bigler said that he hopes 
whatever action is taken 
will not hamstring the new 
city council.

The city council voiced 
support for upcoming Child 
Abuse Prevention Month 
activities which are being 
planned in April in the com-
munity.

The city council ap-
proved plans for a Na-
tional Day of Prayer service 
which is planned on May 2 
at the Anna City Park.

A resolution for the city’s 
Fiscal Year 2019-2020 bud-
get was approved. The new 
fiscal year begins on May 1.

back 20 acres is slated to 
begin in 2019-2020.

2019-2020 Street Im-
provements

Motor Fuel Tax Funded 
Projects: The city has ear-
marked $168,000 in the 
2019-2020 operating bud-
get for various street paving 
projects. 

This will be in conjunc-
tion with $150,000 which 
was spent last summer to 
pave several streets and 
parking lots.

Joint Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation/
City Projects: The city has 
approved a joint agreement 
with the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation to 
repave Main Street from the 
railroad tracks to the square 
in Jonesboro.

The total cost of the 
project will be $862,500. 
The state will contribute 
$849,500. The city will 
contribute $13,000. The 
work is slated for this sum-
mer.

City-Wide Asphalt 
Patching Program: The 
city has proposed a budget 
of $100,000 for miscella-
neous asphalt patching to 
be done throughout the city. 
This will be funded through 
the city’s special projects 
budget.  

Gas Rate Comparison
The city administrator 

presented a review of natu-
ral gas rates for years dating 
back to 2008-2019.

The review showed that 
base rates have consistently 
dropped over the years, 
which is reflected in what 
customers pay.

“This is something that 
we’re really proud of,” the 
city administrator noted.

2019-2012 Water Im-
provements Projects

The city has been work-
ing on a multi-phase water 
improvement project for 
several years.

The initial phase was the 
addition of a 500,000 gal-
lon ground storage tank. 
This storage, along with 
the city’s elevated 200,000 
gallon water tower, pro-
vided the necessary stor-
age to meet daily storage 
requirements established by 
the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency, IEPA.

In addition, the city 
made other water system 
improvements, including 
some key water pump re-
placements. This project 
was funded by a 75 percent 
loan forgiveness grant, with 
the remaining 25 percent 
paid by a low interest loan 
from the IEPA.

ways to improve the aban-
doned property program.

He noted that the quality 
and availability of adequate 
housing is an important 
component to the long-term 
development of the City of 
Anna.

2019-2020 Downtown 
Improvement Project

The multi-year down-
town improvement proj-
ect involves sidewalk and 
street beautification.

Phase I of the project 
involved work on West 
Davie Street. The project 
consisted of new sidewalks, 
construction of a new street, 
new street lighting, parking 
lot improvements and green 
spaces. 

Phase II involved work 
on Main Street, from Davie 
Street to Jefferson Street. 
The project included new 
sidewalks, handrails and 
green spaces.

Phase III involved work 
on East Davie and Lafayette 
streets. The project also 
included new handrails, 
street lighting, sidewalk 
improvements and green 
spaces. It also included new 
road resurfacing.

Phase IV work is sched-
uled for this summer and 
fall. The project is slated to 
include sidewalk replace-
ment and repairs along 
North and South Main 
streets. This is the smallest 
of the projects.

The cost of Phase IV is 
expected to be $75,000. The 
project will be funded by a 
$50,000 grant and $25,000 
in special project funds.

Once Phase IV is com-
pleted, the city will have 
spent nearly $1.75 million 
on the downtown projects. 

This was completed with 
a combination of grant 
funds, state funds and city 
special project funds. No 
money was borrowed and 
no property tax increases 
were incurred.

2019-20 Economic De-
velopment

The report focused on 
the development of quali-
fied Opportunity Zones, 
a recently enacted federal 
program which is designed 
to serve as a catalyst for 
economic development in 
low-income communities 
by investing in Qualified 
Opportunity Funds.

The report also focused 
on the history of the Anna 
Business Park. The busi-
ness park is located in east 
Anna, along Illinois Route 
146/East Vienna Street.

The city acquired the 
property that is currently 
being developed as the 
Anna Business Park in two 
separate purchases.

Phase One involved  the 
front 10 acres of the park, 
which were acquired and 
developed with a combina-
tion of city and grant funds. 
All available property in 
Phase One has been sold.

Phase Two involved the 
back 20 acres, which have 
had minimal development.

The city has applied for 
a $50,000 grant. The city 
has been notified that it has 
been selected to receive the 
grant. Work on a service 
road extension to serve the 

Arrest made
for burglary

The Anna Police Depart-
ment reported that it made 
an arrest on Friday, March 
1, in connection with a bur-
glary in the Union County 
community.

The burglary occurred 
during the early morning 
hours of Sunday, Dec. 23, 
at an Anna business.

The suspect, identified 
as Keith A. Roach, 41, of 
Anna, was taken into cus-
tody by the Anna Police De-
partment and transported to 
the Union County Sheriff’s 
Office in Jonesboro.

The police department 
reported that probable 
cause was found to take 
the suspect into custody fol-
lowing a review of recorded 
video surveillance material 
and cellular telephone data, 
which led to the obtaining 
of a search warrant.

Anna police
activity
report issued

The Anna Police Depart-
ment has issued an activ-
ity report for the month of 
February.

Highlights from the re-
port follow:

82 adult verbal warnings 
issued. 16 adult written 
warnings issued. 168 radio/
officer initiated calls. 178 
phone initiated calls. 23 
walk-in initiated calls.

Four traffic misdemean-
tor arrests. 10 warrant ar-
rests. One traffic felony 
arrest.

Nine criminal felony ar-
rests. Two criminal juvenile 
arrests. One civil law viola-
tion arrest. 11 criminal mis-
demeanor arrests. 42 traffic 
citation arrests.
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Legislator
sets office
hours in Anna

State Sen. Dale Fowler, 
R-Harrisburg, is planning 
to host mobile office hours 
in Anna.

Fowler represents the 
59th District in Southern Il-
linois. Part of Union County 
is in the district.

The mobile office hours 
are scheduled from noon to 
2 p.m. on Monday, March 
18, at Anna City Hall. City 
hall is located at 103 Mar-
ket St.

Members of the public 
are invited to attend the 
mobile office hour sessions 
and to bring their questions, 
voice their concerns and 
speak with Fowler and his 
district staff about issues 
that are important to the 
community. 

Weather
High 67, low 12;
2.43 inches of rain

Temperatures ranged 
from a high of 67 degrees 
to a low of 12 during the 
period of March 5-11 in 
Union County.

Weather for the period 
also was highlighted by 
2.43 inches of rain which 
fell on Saturday, March 9. 
Several periods of heavy 
downpours were recorded 
in Union County on Sat-
urday.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro:

                                  H   L
Tuesday, March 5       34 13
Wednesday, March 6   35 12
Thursday, March 7      41 25
Friday, March 8          49 35
Saturday, March 9       67 42
Sunday, March 10      54 41
Monday, March 11     53 34

School sales tax issue on April  ballot
By Benjamin Marxer
At this year’s April 2 

election, Union County vot-
ers will get the opportunity 
to decide on a ballot reso-
lution to seek a 1 percent  
sales tax increase in Union 
County to be used exclu-
sively for school facility 
purposes. 

The increase would raise 
the Union County base 
sales tax from 7.5 percent 
to 8.5 percent. 

The proposal was able 
to make it on to the 2019 
ballot with the approval of 
at least 50 percent of the 
county school boards.

Funds from the initiative 
would be available to all 
seven of Union County’s   
public school districts. 

Money raised from the 
tax could be used exclusive-
ly for the building or repair 

of school facilities. Projects 
available include the con-
struction of new facilities, 
additions and renovations, 
roof repairs, fire prevention 
and safety additions. 

Funds can also be used 
to refund bonds or abate 
property taxes levied to 
pay bonds issued for capital 
purposes. 

“The quality of schools 
in a community are a major 
consideration when parents 
are deciding where to move 
their families to,” said An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School District No. 81 
superintendent Rob Wright. 

“I also believe our stu-
dents are just as deserving 
as our neighbors are in 
regards to having the best 
educational opportunities 
and experiences available 
to them.”

School expenses like 
operating costs or facility 
salaries cannot be funded 
by this program.  

Several items would be 
excluded from the proposed 
sales tax increase, including 
cars, boats, RVs, mobile 
homes, over-the-counter 
medicine and vitamins, 
unprepared food and farm 
equipment. Services will 
also not be included, and 
items that are not currently 
taxed will remain untaxed. 

The ordinance will pass 
with a simple majority of 
votes from the electorate. 
With approval by the vot-
ers, the tax will be levied. If 
passed, districts will receive 
funds monthly beginning 
roughly four months after 
going into effect. 

“It is estimated that close 
to one million dollars would 
be generated through the 
tax that would be distribut-
ed among the seven Union 
County school districts 
based upon the enrollments 

numbers,” Wright said. 
“This would enable the 

school districts to proceed 
with repairs or projects that 
have been put on hold due 
to a lack of resources.”

Proponents of the bill 
suggest that the passing of 
the ordinance can decrease 
property taxes by using 
sales tax funds to pay for 
facility projects that would 
have been paid for with 
property taxes. 

A district can also choose 
to abate or decrease existing 
property taxes by using 
funds to pay off outstanding 
building bonds. 

“Currently, property 
owners bear most of the 
burden when it comes to 
local revenues for schools,” 
Wright said. 

“This would redistribute 
the burden across a wider 
range of people, including 
people from other counties 
that come here to shop.” 

Several other counties in 
the area have passed simi-
lar county school facilities 
tax initiatives, including 
Jackson and Williamson 
counties. 

“I can see how the 1 
percent tax has transformed 
school facilities in neigh-
boring counties when I visit 
for educational or extracur-
ricular events”, Wright said.

Town Hall Meeting 
Planned

For voters who want to 
learn more about the pro-
posal, a town hall meeting 
is scheduled for March 
19 at 6 p.m. in the An-
na-Jonesboro High School 
auditorium. 

Superintendents from the 
school districts of Union 
County are scheduled to be 
on hand at the meeting to 
answer questions and give 
more detailed explanations 
of the plan and its effects 

if passed. 
“As someone who lives 

in this community, gradu-
ated from this school, and 
currently has grandchildren 
attending local schools, 
I believe that there is no 
better investment than in 
our kids and that those 
investments will pay great 
dividends in the future,” 
Wright said. 

“I challenge every voter 
to become informed on this 
issue and how it will impact 
them, and then decide for 
themselves whether it is a 
worthy endeavor or not.”

County officials hear
about proposed county
school sales tax measure

A proposed school sales 
tax vote was on the agenda 
at last week’s regular meet-
ing of the Union County 
Board of Commissioners.

The meeting was Friday 
morning, March 8, at the 
Union County Courthouse 
in Jonesboro.

A proposal for the levy-
ing of a 1 percent sales tax 
in Union County will be on 
the April 2 election ballot.

Should the proposal be 
approved, revenue gener-
ated by the tax would be 
used exclusively for school 
facility purposes in Union 
County. 

Superintendents from 
four of the county’s seven 
public school districts at-
tended Friday morning’s 
county board meeting.

School administrators 
at the meeting included 
Shelly Clover-Hill of Shaw-
nee School District No. 
84, Robbie Wright of An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School District No. 
81, Chuck Goforth of Anna 
School District No. 37 and 
Brent Boren of Lick Creek 
School District No. 16.

The sales tax levy would 
generate an estimated 

$85,000 a month for lo-
cal school districts. Funds 
would be allocated to the 
districts based on enroll-
ment numbers.

(Details about the pro-
posed sales tax measure 
can be found in an accom-
panying story in this week’s 
paper.)

In other business at Frid-
day’s meeting, regional 
superintendent of schools 
Cheryl Graff shared a quar-
terly update with county 
officials.

Graff serves as regional 
superintendent of schools 
for Union, Alexander, 
Jackson, Perry and Pulaski 
counties.

Graff said safety visits 
had been completed at all 
of the school buildings in 
the five counties.

The commissioners heard 
from a community member  
who asked that the board 
reconsider a plan to remove 
a recyling bin from county 
grounds. The bin is being 
removed due to costs. After 
hearing the request, county 
board chairman Max Miller 
said the matter would be 
taken under consideration.

Union County Hospital
awarded three-year term of
accreditation in mammography

Union County Hospital 
in Anna has been awarded 
a three-year term of accred-
itation in mammography as 
the result of a recent review 
by the American College of 
Radiology, ACR. 

Mammography is a spe-
cific type of imaging test 
that uses a low-dose X-ray 
system to examine breasts. 

A mammography exam, 
called a mammogram, is 
used to aid in the early 
detection and diagnosis of 
breast diseases in women. 

The ACR gold seal of 
accreditation represents 
the highest level of image 
quality and patient safety. 

The gold seal is awarded 
only to facilities meeting 
ACR Practice Parameters 
and Technical Standards 
after a peer-review eval-
uation by board-certified 
physicians and medical 
physicists who are experts 
in the field. 

Image quality, personnel 
qualifications, adequacy of 
facility equipment, quali-
ty control procedures and 
quality assurance programs 
are assessed. 

The findings are report-
ed to the ACR Committee 
on Accreditation, which 
subsequently provides the 
practice with a comprehen-
sive report that can be used 
for continuous practice 
improvement. 

“Maintaining our ACR 
accreditation isn’t an easy 
process, but it assures our 
community that we con-
tinue to meet the high-
est national standards for 
mammography services,” 
Union County Hospital 
CEO Jim Farris said in a 
news release. 

The ACR, founded in 
1924, is a professional med-
ical society dedicated to 
serving patients and society 
by empowering radiology 
professionals to advance 
the practice, science and 
professions of radiological 
care. 

The college serves more 
than 37,000 diagnostic/
interventional radiologists, 
radiation oncologists, nu-
clear medicine physicians, 
and medical physicists with 
programs focusing on the 
practice of medical imaging 
and radiation oncology and 
the delivery of comprehen-
sive health care services. 

Information about sched-
uling a mammogram is 
available by contacting 
Union County Hospital’s 
Central scheduling depart-
ment at 833-1030.

Hess News
By Glenn Heisner

Upward basketball at 
Anna Heights ended Satur-
day. An awards celebration 
is planned at 6 p.m. March 
16.

A youth mission fund-rais-
er is planned March 17 
after each service at Anna 
Heights. Green desserts will 
be served.

Young at Heart will be 
March 19.

The Union County Saddle 
Club plans to have its annual 
St. Patrick’s Day meal at the 
Dongola community center 
at 6 p.m. on March 23. Vis-
itors are welcome. Dwayne 
Sims will provide music.

March birthdays: Keith 
Livesay, March 10; Carol 
Duke, March 27; Andrew 
Heisner, March 29.

Anniversaries: Glenna 
and Allen Harris, March 
9; Gary and Sue Hoskins, 
March 14.

‘Just Like Me’
documentary
to show at SIU

“Just Like Me: Viet-
nam War Stories from All 
Sides,” a journey spanning 
decades and going around 
the world, is coming to 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale.

The movie, produced by 
SIU alumnus Ron Osgood, 
is scheduled to be shown 
at 6 p.m. on March 26 at 
the SIU Student Center 
Auditorium. 

It’s free and everyone is 
welcome to attend the Em-
my-winning documentary.

The film looks at the 
Vietnam War from all sides, 
revealing the perspectives 
of both American and Viet-
nam veterans as well as oth-
ers affected by the conflict. 

Osgood is a double alum-
nus of SIU. He is a Vietnam 
War veteran. Osgood is 
scheduled to be in atten-
dance for SIU’s documen-
tary showing.
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Shawnee coach sees
pitching as key this spring
for baseball team’s success

Shawnee High School 
baseball coach T.C. Schae-
fer is looking to pitching for 
success this spring.

“If our pitching holds 
up, I think we’ll compete,” 
Schaefer said. “Our in-
field is pretty good and we 
should have a pretty good 
defense this year.”

Handling the main pitch-
ing duties will be juniors 
Koby McLain and Ryan 
Schaefer. 

Sophomores  Devon 
Clendenin, Kaden Baltzell 
and Justin Kaufman could 
also add depth to the pitch-
ing and freshmen, who 
could see pitching action as 
well, are Braden Freeman 
and Christian Otte.

When not pitching, Mc-
Lane will be at third base 
and Schaefer at either third 
base or shortstop. 

Sophomores Clendenin 
could be in left field, Balt-
zell in center field and 
Kaufman at shortstop. 

F r e s h m e n  F r e e m a n 
could be at second base 
when not pitching and 
Otte either in the outfield 

or second base.
Other seniors are catcher 

Nick Rose and outfielder 
Austin Warren. Other ju-
niors are right fielder Scott 
Schmebeman and outfielder 
Jeremiah Hale.

Other sophomore can-
didates are outfielder Josh 
Hammon and left fielder 
Charles Williams.

Three other freshmen 
who could contribute are 
outfielders Marshall Mc-
Lane and Braden Holtman 
and utility player Lane 
Matlock.

The coach said he is en-
couraged by the turnout for 
this year’s team.

“We’ve got  s ix teen 
kids and that’s the most 
we’ve ever had,” he said. 
“They’re good kids and 
they are coming out and 
working hard.”

Schaefer feels the South 
Egyptian Conference race 
will have a lot of parity this 
spring.

Shawnee  opens  i t s 
spring season at home 
against Tuscola on Satur-
day, March 16.

Junior high players moving
up, expected to contribute
to Dongola softball success

The  Dongo la  H igh 
School softball team will 
field a youthful team this 
spring. 

“We’ll be young, but it 
won’t be necessarily re-
building,” Dongola softball 
coach Barry Keller said. 
“We’ve got some players 
on the team who were pret-
ty good in junior high last 
year.”

Several members of the 
Dongola junior high soft-
ball team last season ad-
vanced all the way to the 
Class 3 junior high school 
state tournment.

Some of the freshmen 
Keller will be counting 
on this season are short-
stop Brooklyn Hogue, third 
baseman Melanie Altami-
rano, right fielder/utility 
player Jamie Anderson, 
center fielder Haley Ames 
and second baseman Ma-
dali Zazala.

There are no seniors on 

the squad and only two ju-
niors: catcher Megan Theis 
and first baseman Dailee 
Cummins.

Sophomores in the mix 
are left fielder Annabelle 
Durham; utility players 
Natasha Cosenza, Nichole 
Reed and Michelle Wol-
ford; and pitcher Maddie 
Keller.

Keller, who was the main 
pitcher last season, will 
handle the pitching duties 
this season as well.

Keller feels the team has 
a lot of potential to score 
some runs.

In the South Egyptian 
Conference race, Keller 
sees the main contenders as 
Elverado, Cobden, Century 
and the Lady Demons.

Dongola was to have 
opened its season earlier 
this week against Meridian 
and plays Saturday, March 
16, at home against Gallatin 
County. 

Two seniors to play key
roles for Shawnee softball

First-year Shawnee High 
School softball coach Na-
than Pitts is looking at the 
end of the season for big 
results for the Lady Reds.

“I’m hoping they do like 
they did in basketball and 
make a run in the regional,” 
Pitts said.

Pitts is looking at two 
seniors, pitcher Autumn 
McMahan and catcher/
shortstop Lacy Persutti, to 
lead the team.

“Autumn throws hard 
and hits the right spots 
really well,” Pitts said. “I 
look for both of them to 
help lead the team. They’re 
like having coaches on the 
field.”

The other senior on the 
squad is outfielder Morgan 
Patterson.

A trio of juniors include 
first baseman Olivia Jack-
son, outfielder Kirsten Pitts 
and infielder/outfielder Jay-
clen Persutti.

Sophomores in the mix 
are infielder Mariah Faire, 
shortstop/catcher Hannah 
Sichling and outfielder An-
gela Dodson.

Freshmen hopefuls are 
pitcher/utility player Aut 

umm Derosett and outfield-
er Alivia Bade.

 The larger class schools 
has the coach a little con-
cerned.

“We worry about play-
ing bigger schools,” he 
said. “But once we get in 
conference, we hope to be 
competitive.”

Shawnee has a busy first 
week.

The Lady Reds open their 
season Monday, March 18, 
at Zeigler-Royalton and 
also play at Anna-Jonesboro 
on Wednesday, March 20, 
Trico on Thursday, March 
21, and at home against 
Elverado Friday, March 22.

SIU men’s basketball
coach to step down

ST. LOUIS, Mo. – Short-
ly after Southern Illinois  
University lost its men’s 
basketball game to North-
ern Iowa in the quarterfi-
nals of the Missouri Valley 
Conference Tournament 
on Friday, 16-year league 
veteran coach Barry Hinson 
announced during a press 
conference that he would 
“step away” as head coach 
of SIU’s program.

Hinson’s postgame state-
ment was posted online at 
siusalukis.com:

“I’ve been coaching 38 
years and I’ve been blessed 
to be a part of this con-
ference for 16 years, and 
there’s nobody that loves 
the Valley more than I do. 

“Each and every venue 
that I’ve ever coached in 
has just been outstanding. 

“I got to serve nine years 
in Springfield, Missouri. 
It started off as Southwest 
Missouri and I was the last 
coach at Southwest Mis-
souri and the first coach at 
Missouri State. 

“I got a second chance 
to come back to the Valley 
when Mario Moccia hired 
me to be the basketball 
coach at Southern Illinois: 
just a great program, tradi-
tion-rich program. 

“Last March, the Chan-
cellor (the late Carlo Mon-
tegmagno): we made a pact 
that if we didn’t go to the 
NIT or the NCAA, then it 
would be time for me to 
step away. 

“I’ve had the most enjoy-
able year, believe it or not, 
being around these young 
men and being around my 
current athletic director 
Jerry Kill. 

“I couldn’t be more ex-
cited right now for Saluki 
Athletics than what I am, 
because I know where it’s 
headed, I know who’s run-
ning the ship now, and 
I know we’ve had a lot 
of issues on campus and 
in Carbondale, but those 
issues are getting ready to 
go away. 

“If you quote me on one 
thing, I’d like you to quote 
me on this: I am so sorry 
that we couldn’t get back to 
the Tournament. It’s haunt-
ed me my entire life. 

“But I’m a man of faith. 
My dad taught me a long 
time ago, ‘I know not what 
my future holds, but I know 
Who holds my future.’ 

“I’ve made great friends, 
and these coaches in this 
league that I’ve made over 
these 16 years will be life-
long friends. 

“The players that I’ve 
coached against and the 
players that I’ve had the 
opportunity to coach, and 

I’ve had the opportunity 
to work under one of the 
greatest conference com-
missioners that a guy could 
work under. 

“I’ve been so blessed. 
I’ve been so blessed. I’ve 
had tragedy in my life, 
and every time I’ve had it, 
somebody in the conference 
or the coaching community 
or the fans have rallied be-
hind my family. 

“But I want to thank you 
for giving me 16 wonderful 
years in this conference and 
I’ll do anything I can to 
help it in the future. But it’s 
time. It’s time for me to step 
away. Thank you.”

Hinson, 57, compiled a 
116-111 record in seven 
seasons at SIU, including a 
60-66 mark in MVC games. 

His best finish came in 
2018, when the Salukis 
placed second during the 
regular season with an 11-7 
record and advanced to the 
semifinals of the conference 
tournament. 

Southern did not make a 
postseason tournament ap-
pearance during his tenure.

Hinson mentored five 
all-conference players at 
Southern: Desmar Jackson, 
Anthony Beane Jr., Sean 
O’Brien, Armon Fletcher 
and Kavion Pippen. 

He also coached the 
program’s first Academic 
All-American since 2008: 
Marcus Bartley. 

The last 15 seniors who 
exhausted their athletic 
eligibility during Hinson’s 
tenure earned their degrees.

From 2000 to 2008, Hin-
son coached at Missouri 
State, compiling a 169-117 
record. His teams made 
four NIT appearances but 
were among the bubble 
teams that did not make the 
NCAA Tournament in 2006 
and 2007.

He stands fourth all-time 
in overall wins (285) in 
MVC history.

Saluki Sports Update
By Fred Huff

The Missouri Valley 
Conference postseason 
tournament never fails 
to produce good stories, 
but the 2019 meet may go 
down as one of the best…or 
worst, however you evalu-
ate some of the happenings.

Topping the list for Sa-
luki fans was Saluki coach 
Barry Hinson’s resignation 
announcement following 
SIU’s disappointing first-
round loss to sixth-ranked 
Northern Iowa, 61-58. 

Perhaps the result wasn’t 
a stunner, but, yes, it was 
a disappointment. Partic-
ularly the way the game 
played out.

Taking the Salukis’ 17-15 
season into consideration, it 
wasn’t a total shock; how-
ever, fans were expecting 
more.

And Hinson’s announce-
ment immediately follow-
ing the game that he was 
throwing in the towel was 
like putting a second layer 
of icing on a one-layer cake.

Granted, it was the only 
positive happening for 
some disappointed Saluki 
basketball fans. 

They had seen enough 
during the last few years 
and simply are ready for a 
change. 

It definitely brought back 
a lot of memories of past 
basketball coaching moves 
and none are pleasant. 

Perhaps it was the proper 
move for Saluki basketball. 
Only time will tell.

We personally will get 
over the loss to a so-so 
Northern Iowa team and 
probably Hinson’s depar-
ture. 

However, we’ll never 
change our opinion of Hin-
son as a human being. He’s 
a good man. 

It’s entirely possible that 
more meaningful accom-
plishments in another field 
than coaching is ahead for 
the guy. We sincerely hope 
so.

So now, SIU’s rookie 
athletics director Jerry Kill 
has an important assign-
ment ahead of him. Hiring 
a men’s basketball coach. 

And even though he’s 
already hired a new staff 
member or two, none have 
been of the importance 
or difficulty as replacing 
Hinson. 

We have to assume that 
Kill will seek assistance 
and opinions of others who 
have been around the sport, 
basketball, a longer period 
of time. One thing we defi-
nitely do hope for.  

Kill is the AD. Let the 
final decision be his and 
not a committee of 12 to 
14 others who have inflated 
egos of their knowledge of 
the coaching game.

We can’t help but be 
reminded of more than 35 

years ago when athletics 
director Gale Sayers’ effort 
to replace Joe Gottfried was 
rejected by others above 
him and was repeated just 
a few years later when 
then AD Lew Hartzog was 
attempting to hire a new 
coach to take over for Allen 
Van Winkle.  

And, it’s a little interest-
ing that both Sayers and 
Hartzog, just like Kill, had 
gained exceptional promi-
nence in other sports. 

Sayers, of course, is one 
of pro football’s greatest 
stars and Hartzog enjoyed 
an exceptional career as 
track and field coach while 
at Northeast Louisiana and 
SIU.

Also interesting is that 
both Sayers and Hartzog 
were adamant about hiring 
one-time prominent West 
Frankfort residents and 
coaches.

Sayers, had he been al-
lowed to, would have hired 
Bobby Brown and Hartzog 
had already told George 
Iubelt that he would be 
taking over as SIU’s next 
basketball coach.

Brown had not, repeat 
not, been one of the three 
choices by a group of ad-
visors and Sayers was told 
he could not hire the former 
West Frankfort prep ace 
unless he was one of the 
“advisors’” choices. True. 
I was in Gale’s office when 
he received the call.

The Hartzog/Iubelt in-
cident was far more com-
plicated. Hartzog even lost 
his job in the mess and was 
replaced by SIU admin-
istrator Dean Stuck, who 
absolutely was a competent 
replacement and given total 
authority by SIU president 
Al Somit.

That one worked as 
Stuck knew all about a high 
school coach named Rich 
Herrin, hired him to take 
over the basketball program 
and the rest is history. 

After a brief rebuilding 
period, Herrin guided the 
Salukis to seven straight 
years of postseason tour-
naments: four (1989-1992) 
in the NIT and three (1993-
1995) in the NCAA.

Yes, there is a lot of his-
tory involved in SIU’s bas-
ketball program and we’re 
about to have front-row 
seats to another chapter. 
We’re hoping for a happy 
ending.

Dongola
baseball needs
more players

The  Dongo la  H igh 
School baseball team has 
seven players on its roster 
and hopes to add more this 
week.

“I’m looking for more 
players interested in play-
ing baseball,” Dongola 
coach Russell Gaddis said.

Seniors on the Dongola 
squad are first baseman/
pitcher Charlie Duty, pitch-
er/infielder Billy Thomas 
and outfielder Nathan Wil-
liams.

There are no juniors. A 
trio of sophomores includes 
first baseman/infielder Alex 
Ames, pitcher/infielder/
outfielder Hunter McCom-
mons and infielder/out-
fielder Jacob Whitney. The 
lone freshman is outfielder 
Cameron Halthen.

Gaddis hopes to pick up 
enough players this week 
to field a full team. In case 
they fall short of numbers, 
the coach still  plans to con-
tinue working out with the 
players who do show up.

SEC honors
local players

The South Egyptian all 
Conference high school 
boys’ basketball team has 
been announced.

Cobden has three players 
who made the squad. Soph-
omore Noah Franklin made 
the first team, junior Joe 
Brumleve the second team 
and senior Zane Nance re-
ceived honorable mention 
recognition.

2901 Hawthorne Rd.
Cape Girardeau, MO

(573) 332-0860

Join us

for our . . .    7th Annual
St. Paddy's

Putt-Putt Tournament
Saturday, March 16th

Starting at 2 p.m.
Come enjoy some green beer
in honor of St. Patrick's Day.

2-person teams - $15 per person
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Gun Owner
Lobby Day
scheduled

The annual  I l l inois 
Gun Owner Lobby Day 
is planned March 27 in 
Springfield.

The Illinois State Rifle 
Association plans to have 
buses available in locations 
throughout the state for 
those who want to travel to 
the event.

Bus locations and de-
parture times in Southern 
Illinois include:

Marion, Walmart, 2802 
Outer Dr., 7 a.m. departure 
time.

Mt. Vernon, Walmart, 
110 Davidson Rd., 8 a.m.

Bus tickets are $35 per 
person. Fares are non-re-
fundable.

Reservations can be 
made by calling 815-635-
3198.

Author plans
book signing

Author Mike Estel of 
Anna has planned a second 
book signing at the Union 
County Museum in Cobden 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
day, March 16.

Estel decided to come 
back because of the inclem-
ent weather that occurred 
last Saturday.

Estel’s latest book is a 
work of historical fiction 
titled “Civil War Soldiers: 
White Lies and Redemp-
tion.” 

The book is about an 
underage boy who joined 
the Union army during the 
Civil War.  

Copies of the book will 
be available at the museum 
after the event.

 The museum is located 
at 117 S. Appleknocker in 
downtown Cobden. The 
phone number is 893-2865.

Check out 
The Gazette-

Democrat 
online at 

annanews.com
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A-J Tree Services
• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal

• Stump Grinding
• Gravel Hauling

Backhoe  • Skid Steer
30 Years Experience

Supporting A-JCHS Friends of the Theater
Jus10’s Frozen Yogurt in Anna had a fund-raiser on Friday, March 8, to help raise money for the 

Friends of the Theater at Anna-Jonesboro Community High School. With the help of the community 
and members of the upcoming musical, “Disney’s The Little Mermaid,” Jus10’s was able to raise $570. 
Photo provided. 

Southern Illinois scouts join
to celebrate Girl Scout Week

Celebration of the 2019 
Girl Scout Week started 
March 10 and continues 
through March 16.

Girl Scouts of Southern 
Illinois are joining the an-
nual celebration.

Girl Scout Sunday was 
March 10. The day was ded-
icated to giving Girl Scouts 
an opportunity to think about 
their beliefs and how they re-
flected in the Girl Scout Law.

The sisterhood of Girl 
Scouts was remembered on 
Monday, March 11.

Girl Scouts’ 107th birth-
day was celebrated on Tues-
day, March 12.

March 13 was Girl Scout 
Spirit Day.

Thursday, today, is an 
opportunity to Do a Good 

Turn Daily. Girl Scouts are 
asked to perform an act of 
kindness and to help make 
the world a better place.

Girl Scouts are invited 
to make their community 
a better place on Friday, 
March 15.

Saturday, March 16, will 
be commemorated as Girl 
Scout Sabbath day. Girl 
Scouts are invited to reflect 
on their own beliefs and to 
learn something new about 
someone else’s faith.

The Girl Scouts of South-
ern Illinois council serves 
approximately 10,007 girls 
and engages 3,686 adult 
volunteers. The council 
serves 40 1/2 counties in 
Southern Illinois, including 
Union County.

Dongola Lutheran Parish
Luther League Group
plans upcoming activities

The Luther  League 
Group of Dongola Luther-
an Parish is planning many 
activities this spring.

The group consists of 
youth and young adults of 
St. John’s and First Luther-
an churches.

The youth are raising 
money to attend Christian 
events, including a visit to 
the Creation Museum and 
Ark Encounter in August.

St. Patrick’s Dinner, 
Movie Night

A St. Patrick’s dinner and 
movie night are planned at 
First Lutheran Church in 
Dongola at 5:30 p.m. Sun-
day, March 17.  

After a traditional corned 
beef and cabbage meal, 
the movie “All Saints” is 
scheduled to be shown at 
6:30 p.m.  

All Luther League fam-
ilies are asked to bring an 
Irish-themed dessert for the 
dinner. Monetary donations 
will be accepted for the 
meal.  

RSVP’s for the dinner 
were needed by March 10, 
but late RSVP’s can still be 
sent to pamelarichteacher@
yahoo.com.  

The movie will begin at 
6:30 p.m. The group will be 
selling concessions during 
the movie.  

A drawing for a St. Pat-
rick’s Day raffle basket will 
be held between the dinner 
and movie. Tickets are one 
for $5 or three for $10.  Two 
Holiday World tickets and 
other green goodies are in 
the basket.

Yard Sale Planned
Luther League plans to 

host a yard sale on Satur-
day, May 4, at First Luther-

an Church in Dongola.   
The parish is invited 

to drop off donated items 
for the yard sale through-
out March and April in 
the church basement on 
Wednes day  even ings 
during Lent or on Sunday 
mornings.  

All proceeds will go to 
Luther League. Any items 
that are not sold will be 
donated to Share and Care 
or Bethany Village.  

Luther League plans to 
have other raffles and silent 
auctions this spring and 
summer.  

Information on how to 
donate an item is available 
by contacting Pamela Turn-
er, Luther League sponsor, 
at pamelarichteacher@ya-
hoo.com or P.O. Box 127, 
Dongola, Ill.  62926.

Union County
Hospital receives
four-star rating

Union County Hospital 
in Anna has received a 
four-star rating for quality 
and safety from the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services, CMS.  

Union County Hospital is 
among the 29.2 percent of 
hospitals nationwide which 
earned a four-star rating.   

CMS recently released 
overall hospital quality 
“star ratings” on its Hospi-
tal Compare website to pro-
vide consumers with more 
transparency regarding the 
quality, safety and service 
of the majority of hospitals 
in the United States.

Hospitals received rat-
ings of one to five stars 
based on their performance 
across seven measurements: 

Mortality, safety of care, 
readmission, patient ex-
perience, effectiveness of 
care, timeliness of care and 
efficient use of medical 
imaging.

“We are proud of our rig-
orous approach to quality, 
safety and service,” Union 
County Hospital CEO Jim 
Farris said in a news re-
lease. 

“Our dedicated clinical 
and support staff remain 
mission-focused on pro-
viding patient-centered care 
with excellence. 

“Clinical care and service 
is a journey and we embrace 
transparency as we contin-
ue to fulfill our performance 
improvement goals.” 

The four-star rating 
comes on the heels of other 
recent accolades for Union 
County Hospital.  

In April 2018, the hos-
pital received The Joint 
Commission’s Laboratory 
Accreditation.  

In September 2018, the 
Illinois Emergency Man-
agement Agency accredit-
ed UCH’s Mammography 
Program.  

The American College 
of Radiology accredited 
Union County Hospital‘s 

mammography program in 
October 2018.  

The American College 
of Cardiology accredited 
Union County Hospital as a 
chest pain center in January 
2017.  

In March of that year, 
Union County Hospital 
received the Joint Com-
mission’s hospital ac-
creditation, as well as the 
commission’s laboratory 
accreditation.  

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health certified 
Union County Hospital as 
an acute stroke ready hos-
pital in May 2017.    

“While no single rating 
can define an organization, 
the talent of its people or 
its culture, Union County 
Hospital is proud of this 
achievement,” Farris said.

“As  a lways ,  Union 
County Hospital is grateful 
to nurses, physicians, staff 
and volunteers for their 
hard work, dedication and 
commitment that contrib-
uted to this achievement.”

Lincoln School
screening set

Lincoln School in Anna 
is planning to have pre-kin-
dergarten and kindergarten 
screening from noon to 5 
p.m. on April 9.

Those who come for 
screenings are asked to enter 
through the school’s main 
entrance on Hendra Street.

The school notes that 
each child will need to bring 
a certified copy of his or her 
birth certificate.

Children will meet with 
teachers and the school 
nurse.

Jonesboro School
awarded biodiversity
field trip grant funds

More than 6,500 students 
will visit Illinois state parks, 
natural areas, museums and 
other natural resources sites 
this year to learn about na-
ture and conservation thanks 
to grant funding through the 
Illinois Biodiversity Field 
Trip Grant Program. 

Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, IDNR, 
director Colleen Callahan 
on March 11 announced 
the awarding of more than 
$88,000 in donated funds 
for 100 field trip grants. 
Winners represented 36 
counties in the state, includ-
ing Union County.

Jonesboro School has 
been awarded two of the 
grants, including:

Jonesboro Community 
Consolidated School Dis-
trict, Jonesboro. Grade: 8. 
Destination: Illinois State 
Museum and Adams Wild-
life Sanctuary, Springfield. 
Grant award: $1,340.

Jonesboro Grade School, 
Jonesboro. Grade: kinder-
garten. Destination: Crab 
Orchard National Wild-
life Refuge, Marion. Grant 
award: $528.59.

“We are pleased to be 
able to support learning 
outside the classroom with 
these grants,” Callahan said 
in a news release. 

“This program allows 
students to visit locations 
throughout the state to see 
first-hand what they’ve 
been learning about in the 
classroom.

“Our future conservation 
leaders need the opportunity 
to experience Illinois’ natu-
ral resources in person.”

 The entire $88,815.13 
being awarded for 2019 was 
made possible by private 
donations from the Inde-
pendence Tube Corporation 
of Bedford Park, the Daniel 
F. and Ada L. Rice Founda-
tion of Skokie and the D. F. 
and M. T. Grohne Family 
Foundation of Wilmington. 

The donations and fund-
ing for the grants are coor-
dinated by the Illinois Con-
servation Foundation, ICF. 

The Illinois Biodiversity 
Field Trip Grant Program 
has distributed more than 
$1.19 million.

More than 110,000 stu-

dents have been provided 
with the opportunity to 
take part in a field trip since 
the program’s inception in 
2001. 

Grant recipients are lo-
cated throughout Illinois 
and represent students from 
pre-kindergarten through 
high school.

The competitive grant 
program allows Illinois 
teachers to apply for funds 
to take students on a field 
trip to study Illinois’ biodi-
versity. Learning activities 
must directly relate to the 
school’s curriculum. 

The annual application 
deadline is Jan. 31. Funding 
administered by the ICF 
covers expenses such as the 
costs of transportation and 
substitute teachers.

Information about the 
Illinois Biodiversity Field 
Trip Grant Program is avail-
able by contacting the ID-
NR’s Division of Education 
at dnr.teachkids@illinois.
gov or 217-524-4126. 

The Illinois Conservation 
Foundation accepts dona-
tions for the Illinois Bio-
diversity Field Trip Grant 
Program. Information is 
available online at www.
ilcf.org.

A list of this year’s grant 
recipients can be found 
online at https://www.dnr.
illinois.gov/education/
Documen t s / IBFTGA-
wardees2019.pdf.

The 2020 application 
form will be available soon 
at https://www.dnr.illinois.
gov/education/Pages/Gran-
tsIBFTG.aspx.

Chicken,
dumplings
at Anna VFW

The Auxiliary to Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Carroll P. 
Foster Post No. 3455 in 
Anna plans to serve a chick-
en and dumplings dinner on 
Friday, March 15.

Serving is planned from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the VFW 
post, which is located at 70 
VFW Ln. near Anna.

Chicken and dumplings, 
corn, green beans, rolls, 
desserts, coffee and tea will 
be served for a donation 
of $8.

The public is welcome. 
Carry outs will be available.

Star Karaoke is sched-
uled to be at the post from 
6 p.m. until 10 p.m.

School pep
band festival
set at Dongola

The Dongola School Mu-
sic Department is planning 
to host a Union County pep 
band festival on Thursday, 
today.

The festival is set to be-
gin at 6:30 p.m. and will be 
in the school’s gymnasium.

Pep bands from Dongola, 
Cobden and Anna-Jones-
boro high schools are 
scheduled to take turns 
performing sets from their 
repertoires. 

Admission for the event 
will be $2 for adults and $1 
for students. T-shirts and 
concessions will be avail-
able for sale. 

Proceeds will go to sup-
port the music programs for 
the three schools. 
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For Sale
BRYAN MILLER FOR 

ANNA CITY 
COMMISSIONER

VOTE! VOTE! VOTE!
Our Community - 

Our Future!
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 2012 Jayco Eagle 
26-6 RKS Superlite with 20' 
power awning, power stabi-
lizer/tongue jacks, 14' Super 
Slide. $13,500 Call (618)-
534-4482.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 8,000 watt Gen-
erac generator. Never used. 
$600.00. Call (618)-201-5753.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 2003 Chevy Sil-
verado 2500 HD. Extended 
cab, long bed, 4-WD, 6.0 V-8, 
120,000 miles, new exhaust. 
$9,750. Call (618)-534-4482.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: Good used truck 
tires. Dick Cepek Trailblazer, 
LT 265/70R/17 M&S. $200.00 
takes all. Call (618)-922-1693 
or (618)-614-6041.
------------------------------

For Sale 
Real 

Estate
PRICE REDUCED  - 

$167,777:
LIVE IN LUXURY -

OWN YOUR OWN VILLA 
AT BEAUTIFUL

STONE CREEK GOLF 
CLUB!

Live right off  of the 3rd 
green. 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 
car garage. Huge master bed-
room with extra large walk-in 
closet and the bathroom has 
a jet tub and shower. The 
sunroom, master bedroom, 
kitchen, great room and 
deck all have views of the 3rd 
hole. Anderson Casement 
Windows and Patio Doors 
maximize the great views. A 
few of the enhanced features 
include a granite bar top, wet 
bar, stainless steel appliances, 
trey ceiling, and a remote 
control gas fireplace. Take ad-
vantage of owner club house 
discounts. Minutes from the 
Shawnee Wine Trail, Giant 
City Park and SIU. Come and 
see and make this your new 
home. CENTURY 21 House 
of Realty, Chris Sisulak, (618)-
925-3980, csisulak@aol.com
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 4 miles north 
of Cobden off of old route 
51, 3 bedroom home and 
a mobile home with a new 
roof on 3 acres, $85,000. Call 
(618)-969-2451.
------------------------------

For Rent
NOTICE: All real estate 

advertised herein is subject 

to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise "any preference, 
limitation, or discrimina-
tion based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination." 

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal op-
portunity basis. To complain 
of discrimination call HUD 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone num-
ber for the hearing impaired 
is 1-800-927-9275.
------------------------------
F O R  R E N T:  Ho m e s , 
A-Frames and Mobile Homes 
For Rent in East Cape. Call 
(618)-661-1118.
------------------------------
FOR LEASE: Commercial 
Property. Retail Space, 1,105 
sq. ft. Available 1/1/2019. 
125 Leigh Avenue, Suite B, 
Anna, IL 62906. Call (618)-
833-5636 for an appointment 
to view.
------------------------------

Help 
Wanted

ANNA'S RENT ONE 
TEAM IS HIRING: 

Customer Retention Special-
ist & Delivery Technician, 
full-time, daytime hours, 
full benefit package. Driver's 
license/background/drug 
test/lifting required. Apply at 
1200 E. Vienna, Anna.
------------------------------

BRYAN MILLER FOR 
ANNA CITY 

COMMISSIONER
VOTE! VOTE! VOTE!

Our Community - 
Our Future!

------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Commu-
nity Integrated Living, Inc. is 
accepting applications for the 
following DSP positions: Sun-
day & Monday, 10 p.m. to 8 
a.m., Wednesday & Thursday, 
evening shift and every other 
weekend on the dayshift. This 
could be a full-time or part-
time position if interested. 
ALSO, have full-time evening 
and part-time midnights 
available. Must have a high 
school diploma or equivalent 
and be a certified DSP/CNA 
to apply. Competitive salary 
and $1.00 shift differential for 
the midnight shift. Vacation, 
sick days and personal days 
available for full-time em-
ployees. Apply in person at 
201 East Chestnut in Anna, 
IL (behind Hardee's). EOE.
------------------------------

CERTIFIED NURSE 
ASSISTANT

RATLIFF CARE 
CENTER:

Apply in person or submit 
resume to: 717 North Sprigg 
Street, Cape Girardeau, MO 
63701. Located 1 1/2 miles 
from the Bill Emerson Bridge. 
Competitive wages, vacation 
& holiday pay. EOE.
------------------------------

City of Anna, Pool 
Manager & Head 

Lifeguard:
The City of Anna is accepting 
applications for pool manager 
and head lifeguard position.  
American Red Cross Life-
guard Certification, prior 
management experience 
and W.S.I. training is highly 
desirable.  Candidates must 
pass pre-employment back-
ground check.  Applications 
will be available for interested 
candidates at Anna City Hall 
or online at cityofanna.org.  
Please return employment 
application to the Human 
Resources Department at 
Anna City Hall, 103 Market 
Street, Anna, IL 62906 or by 
email to llence@cityofanna. 
org.  Application deadline is 
April 5. EOE.
------------------------------

City of Anna, Lifeguard:
The City of Anna is accepting 
applications for part-time 
pool lifeguard positions.  
American Red Cross Life-
guard Certification is highly 
desirable, candidates must 
pass pre-employment back-
ground check.  Applications 
will be available for interested 
candidates at Anna City Hall 
or online at cityofanna. org.  
Please return employment 
application to the Human 
Resources Department at 
Anna City Hall, 103 Market 
Street, Anna, IL 62906 or by 
email to llence@city ofanna.
org. Application deadline is 
April 5.  EOE.
------------------------------

RN/LPN - CHARGE 
NURSE

RATLIFF CARE 
CENTER:

We offer a competitive ben-
efit package. Apply in per-
son or send resume to: 717 
North Sprigg Street, Cape 
Girardeau, MO 63701. Lo-
cated 1 1/2 miles from the Bill 
Emerson Bridge. EOE.
------------------------------
PAYROLL/RECEPTIONIST 
POSITION: Successful candi-
date should have payroll and 
receptionist experience, have 
pleasant personality, & be 
trustworthy. Duties involve 
payroll procession, answer-
ing the phone, greeting vis-
itors, and involvement with 
transportation. Must have 
experience in operating a 
computer. Position is Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 3:15 
p.m. Come by and fill out an 
application or mail resume 
to: Rave, Inc., 214 West Davie 
Street, Anna, IL 62906. EOE.
------------------------------

Wanted
CASH PAID FOR ENTIRE 

ESTATES!
We buy out estates!

(573)-450-2104
(573)-579-4546

------------------------------
PLEASE VOTE FOR 

MARTHA ANN WEBB, 
ANNA CITY 

COMMISSIONER APRIL 
2, OR EARLY VOTING AT 

THE UNION COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE

------------------------------

BRYAN MILLER FOR 
ANNA CITY 

COMMISSIONER
VOTE! VOTE! VOTE!

Our Community - 
Our Future!

------------------------------

Business
DUCKWORKS 
LAWN CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

------------------------------
 Contact 

ALLEY LAWNCARE 
for your 2019 lawncare and 

small landscape needs. 
Free estimates. 

Call Josh Alley at 
(618)-713-8270.

------------------------------
TREECE 

Backhoe & Hauling
Skid Steer
Trenching

Gravel & Sand
(618)-833-6197 or

(618)-697-0453
------------------------------

BRYAN MILLER FOR 
ANNA CITY 

COMMISSIONER
VOTE! VOTE! VOTE!

Our Community - 
Our Future!

------------------------------

Public 
Notice

Tri-County Special 
Education Joint 

Agreement
1725 Shomaker Drive

Murphysboro, IL 62966
(618)-684-2109

The Tri-County Special 
Education Joint Agreement 
is preparing to destroy tem-
porary records for former 
students born in 1992 & 1993 
or who graduated during 
the 2013-2014 school year. 
Temporary records includes 
all information contained in 
the Special Education Files. 
Permanent records, i.e., atten-
dance records and transcripts 
are maintained in your home 
school district.

Former students or legal 
guardians of former students 
whose records are involved 
should call the Special Ed-
ucation Office at (618)-684-
2109, and ask for Queenie 
by April 22, 2019, to pick up 
their files. The Destruction 

Date has been set for April 
30, 2019.

Requests should be 
directed to:

Tri-County Special 
Education Joint 

Agreement
Attn: Queenie

(618)-684-2109, ext. 133
12p-13g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED 

BUSINESS NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given pur-
suant to "An Act in relation to 
the use of an Assumed Name 
in the conduct or Transaction 
of Business in the State," as 
Amended that a certification 
was filed  by the undersigned 
with the County Clerk of 
Union County. Filed this 28th 
day of February, 2019, under 
the Assumed Name of JM 
Coles Postcards and Novelties 
with the place of business 
located at 103 Ussery Street, 
Anna, Illinois 62906 and 
that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the Sole 
Owner(s) and Proprietor(s) 
of said Business is:

Maria Nunez
P.O. Box 461

Anna, IL 62906    

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

12-14gc

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY

PAUL DON HILEMAN,
Plaintiff,

and
KORENA FREE 

HILEMAN,
Defendant
No. 19-D-6

NOTICE OF 
PUBLICATION

Notice is given you, Kore-
na Free Hileman, Defendant, 
that this cause has been com-
menced against you in this 
Court asking for Dissolution 
of Marriage and other relief.

Unless you file your re-
sponse or otherwise file your 
appearance in this cause in the 
office of the Circuit Clerk of 
Union County, Courthouse, 
Jonesboro, Illinois, on or 
before the 3rd day of April, 
2019, at 1 p.m., a Dissolution 

of Marriage and other relief 
may be granted as prayed for 
by the Plaintiff.

Tiffany Busby
CIRCUIT CLERK

12-14g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED 

BUSINESS NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given pur-
suant to "An Act in relation to 
the use of an Assumed Name 
in the conduct or Transaction 
of Business in the State," as 
Amended that a certification 
was filed  by the undersigned 
with the County Clerk of 
Union County. Filed this 5th 
day of March, 2019, under 
the Assumed Name of DW 
Handyman Services with 
the place of business located 
at 301 E. High Street, Anna, 
Illinois 62906 and that the 
True Name(s) and Residence 
Address of the Sole Owner(s) 
and Proprietor(s) of said 
Business is:

Douglas W. Allen
301 E. High Street

Anna, IL 62906    

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

13-15gc

Illinois 
Classified 
Network

GUN AUCTION 1035 Guns 
at Auction March 17th Sun-
day 9AM 2601 Lake Land 
Blvd, Mattoon, IL Details & 
5000 photos bauerauction.
com 217-259-5956
------------------------------
ONLINE ONLY REAL 
ESTATE AUCTION Ends: 
March 24th 1pm Location: 
Murphysboro, IL 2Bed, 
1.5Bath Condo with bath-
room and flooring updates. 
618-781-3814 Details & 
Bidding: www.LegacySell-
s4u.com
------------------------------
NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a 
FREE referral to an attorney! 
Call the Illinois State Bar 
Association Illinois Lawyer 
Finder The advice you need 
877-270-3855 or https://
www.isba.org/public/illinoi-
slawyerfinder
------------------------------

Jonesboro
schedules
screening

Jonesboro Elementary 
School has scheduled kin-
dergarten screening for 
Thursday, April 11, from 8 
a.m. to 7 p.m.

Children who will be 5 
years old by Sept. 1, 2019, 
are eligible for kindergar-
ten.

To make an appointment, 
parents can call Jenny or 
Cathy in the main office at 
833-5148.

School officials note that 
in addition to their children, 
parents need to bring the 
child’s original birth cer-
tificate.

Each child’s academic 
readiness skills will be 
checked along with hearing 
and vision screening.

Academy
plans to host
dinner, auction

The Shawnee Hills Chris-
tian Academy in Anna is 
planning to have an annual 
spaghetti dinner and silent 
auction.

The dinner and auction 
are planned from 3 p.m. to 
7 p.m. on Friday, April 5, 
at the Main Street Center, 
which is located at 400 S. 
Main St. in Anna.

The menu for the dinner 
will feature all you can eat 
spaghetti (regular and veg-
etarian), salad, garlic bread, 
desserts and drink.

Ticket prices will be $8 
for adults and $4 for chil-
dren ages 4 to 12. Children 
3 and under are free.

Watercolor 
painting
program 
scheduled

A beginning watercolor 
painting with spring wild-
flowers program is planned 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 16, at the 
visitors center at Giant City 
State Park near Makanda.

 Local artist Marie Samu-
el will present an introduc-
tion to using landscape and 
nature themes in watercolor 
painting.

The program is free; 
however, registration is 
required.

More information about 
the program, as well as 
registration for the water-
color painting program, are 
available by calling 618-
457-4836. 13G

                             Support the 
 advertisers in The Gazette-Democrat
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Obituaries

Lizzie K. Horst Weaver
Lizzie K. Horst Weaver, 88, of Anna, and formerly of 

Lancaster County, Pa., died on March 7, 2019. 
Born on Aug. 25, 1930, in Lancaster County, she was 

the daughter of Milton and Lena Kurtz Horst. 
On Jan. 20, 1951, she married David M. Weaver, who 

preceded her in death. 
She was a member of Mt. Pleasant Mennonite Church 

in Southern Illinois. 
Survivors include a son, David H., husband of Rhoda 

Weaver of Anna; three daughters, Naomi, wife of Ivan 
Good of Versailles, Mo., Julia, wife of Leon Martin of 
Tenino, Wash., and Dorcas, wife of Leroy Zimmerman 
of Marietta, Pa.; a foster daughter, Tina Spraggs of Ver-
sailles, Mo.; 35 grandchildren; 93 great-grandchildren; 
and a brother, Milton K., husband of Kathryn Horst, of 
New Holland, Pa. 

She was preceded in death by a son, Lester Weaver; a 
daughter, Elizabeth H. Martin (wife of Dale Martin); four 
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; a brother, Aaron 
Horst, who passed away in infancy; and two sisters, Mary, 
wife of Lloyd Good, and Alma, wife of John Hurst.

Funeral services were at the Mt. Pleasant Mennonite 
Church in Union County on Wednesday, March 13, at 
10 a.m.

Buch Funeral Home in Manheim, Pa., was in charge 
of arrangements.

Janet L. Johnson
Janet L. Johnson, 74, of Jonesboro, died on March 

10, 2019, at Landmark Critical Care Hospital in Cape 
Girardeau.

She was born on Jan. 15, 1945, in Anna, the daughter 
of Lealeen and Juanita Osman Lingle.  

She married Thomas Roy Johnson on Nov. 4, 1972.  He 
preceded her in death on Nov. 23, 2012.

Mrs. Johnson made a profession of faith at an early age 
and was of the Baptist faith.

She is survived by a son, David Lingle of Austin, Texas; 
a daughter, Christie Johnson of Anna; a brother, Roger 
(Rosalind) Lingle of Dongola; two sisters, Pamela (Loren) 
Ferguson of Anna and Cynthia (Kyle) Kern of Dongola; 
five nieces, Scarlett (Nick) Tarpley, Shauna (Jason) Flare, 
Erica (Jacob) Poat and Gracen Kern, all of Dongola and 
Lorna Ferguson of Anna; a great-nephew and niece, Car-
son and Aubrey Poat of Dongola.

Graveside services were at 2 p.m. Tuesday, March 12, 
at Central Cemetery in Murphysboro, with the Rev. Jay 
Franklin officiating.

Crain Funeral Home in Dongola was in charge of 
arrangements.

To view the obituary or to leave an 
online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.

Carolyn D. Crowell
Carolyn D. Crowell, 68, of 

Anna, died at 3:45 p.m. Friday, 
March 8, 2019, at Carbondale 
Memorial Hospital.

She was born on Aug. 11, 
1950, in Union County, the 
daughter of Edward and Ruby 
Jane Youngblood Mixen.  

She married Wayne Crowell 
on Oct. 16, 1966.  He preceded 
her in death on Dec. 10, 2017.  

She worked as a cook at 
Lincoln School for several 
years. She enjoyed being with 
her family.

She is survived by her son, 
Bryan W. (Amanda) Crowell of Dongola; a daughter, Mary 
Jane Crowell of Makanda; grandchildren John Michael 
DeWitt, Nathaniel Crowell, Kassady Crowell and Bryanna 
Crowell; brothers Kenneth (Janet) Mixen of Buncombe 
and Bruce (Marjorie) Mixen of North Carolina; a very 
close niece, Shirley Shelton; many other nieces, nephews 
and relatives.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, 
Wayne Crowell; a grandson, Byron Christopher Anderson; 
sisters Geraldine DelHotal, Jean Ferrell, Gladys Carter and 
Betty Shelton; and brothers Don Mixen, Bobby Mixen 
and Darrell Mixen.

A memorial gathering was held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 13, at Crain Funeral Home in Anna. 
Inurnment will take place at a later date at Mound City 
National Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to Crain Funeral Home.  
To view the obituary or to leave an online condolence 

for the family, visit www.crainsonline.com.
Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jones-

boro is in charge of arrangements.

Dianna Lynn Pearl
Dianna Lynn Pearl, 67, of 

East Cape Girardeau, died 
Wednesday, March 6, 2019, 
at her home. 

She was born on Nov. 14, 
1951, the daughter of Lynn 
Jr. and Pearl Gayne Karraker. 

She is survived by her hus-
band, Edward Pearl of East 
Cape Girardeau; daughters 
Julie Pearl-Jamieson of East 
Cape Girardeau, Cyleigh 
Jewel Evalyn Pearl and Shyla 
Ray Elle Pearl; grandchildren Blake Jacob Pearl, Caitlyn 
Ina Marie Pearl, Collin Hunter Pearl, Peyton Blaine Atch-
ley, Austin Drake Atchley and Logan Alissyn Atchley; a 
great-grandchild, Kolton Kingston Smith; one brother, 
Steve Karraker of Metropolis; two sisters, Madeline 
Swartz of Carbondale and Mary Ann Karraker of Cape 
Girardeau; many other relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, and by one 
son, Colton Edward Pearl. 

Memorial services were pending. Interment will be in 
the Lindsey Cemetery in McClure. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Don Reynolds
Don Reynolds, 70, of 

Jonesboro, died Tuesday, 
March 5, 2019, at Saint Fran-
cis Medical Center in Cape 
Girardeau.

He was born on Oct. 7, 
1948, in Cape Girardeau, the 
son of Carroll Lee and Mary 
Lou Kaempfor Reynolds. 

He married Carol Ann 
Dycus on Sept. 10, 1994 in 
Anna. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Carol Ann Dycus Reynolds; his mother, Mary Lou Reyn-
olds of Jonesboro; two daughters, Tonya (Raymond) Stew-
art of Granite City and Shannon Conekin of Brandon, Fla.; 
brothers Terry (Linda) Reynolds and John Paul Reynolds, 
both of Jonesboro; grandchildren Amanda Stewart, Kelsan 
Conekin, Calyce Conekin, Emily (Stephen) West, Brady 
Stewart, Danyel Stewart and Vonda Conekin; great-grand-
children Jonathan Webster and Nathan Hunt; and many 
other family members and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his father, Carroll Lee 
Reynolds; and by two brothers, Danny Reynolds and 
James William Reynolds. 

He was a faithful member of the Gospel Assembly in 
Anna. He worked his career as a steel worker. In his retire-
ment he enjoyed staying busy with his lawncare business.

Graveside memorial services are pending at this time. 
Interment will be in the Jonesboro Cemetery. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Ryan Pender
Ryan Pender, 25, of Broad-

well, died Thursday, March 
7, 2019, at Abraham Lincoln 
Memorial Hospital in Lin-
coln, with his mother by his 
side.

Ryan was born on Dec. 2, 
1993, in Carbondale, the son 
of Adrian “Abe” and Leni 
Horecker Pender. 

Ryan is survived by his par-
ents; his brothers, Nicholas 
(Kari) Pender and Michael 
Pender; his two nephews, 
Oliver and Trent Pender; and 
his paternal grandparents, Adrian and Geraldine Pender.

Ryan loved country music and his daily drive to Mc-
Donald’s for his Mocha Frappé.

Services for Ryan were at 1 p.m. Tuesday, March 12,  
at Fricke-Calvert-Schrader Funeral Home in Lincoln. 

Memorials can be made in Ryan’s name to the Chro-
mosome 18 Registry and Research Society.

Betty L. Smith-Norton
Betty L. Smith-Norton, 

90, of Cobden, died Tuesday, 
March 5, 2019, at Union 
County Long Term Care in 
Anna. 

She was born on Dec.  29, 
1928, in Cobden, the daugh-
ter of Sherman and Maude 
Smith Smith. 

She married Jake Norton 
on April 21, 1950, in Cobden. 
He preceded her in death on 
Aug. 15, 1972.

She is survived by nieces 
and nephews Susan and Jeff Forby of Cobden, Deanna 
Smith of Cobden, Jim (Joan) Smith of Carterville and 
Duane Smith of Wolf Lake; many great-nieces and neph-
ews; other family and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, 
Jake Norton; an infant son, Richard W. Norton; brothers 
Jackie Dale Smith and Clyde Smith; and a sister-in-law, 
Geneva Smith. 

She was a very active and loyal member of Immanuel 
Praise and Worship Center in Cobden. She taught Sun-
day School and would make many delicious pies for the 
chicken and dumpling dinners at the church. 

In 1951 she and her husband moved to Dixon where 
she worked for 29 years for the Dixon State School as the 
head supervisor in dietary. Years later she moved back to 
Cobden to enjoy her retirement.

Graveside funeral services for Betty L. Norton will be 
at 12:30 p.m. Thursday, today, at the Cobden Cemetery, 
with Pastor Carl Dillow officiating. Interment will follow. 
Everyone attending is asked to go directly to the cemetery.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Cobden is in charge of ar-
rangements.

"The Preaching Pen"
Spring Reminds Us . . .

I like cold weather. I'm sure I'm in the minority here, but 
my favorite season is Winter. Why? There's no one reason. I 

have always liked snow, although we haven't had any significant 
snow events in the last few years. I like that it's a time for the grain 
farmer to find a few days of rest. I like the holidays that come during 
winter - Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's. However, I 
like the changing of the seasons. I like to see Spring come. Spring 
reminds us of a few things: 

Spring reminds us that God always keeps His promises. God 
said in Genesis 8:22, “While the earth remaineth, seedtime and 
harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and 
night shall not cease.” The change of seasons is proof of God’s 
faithfulness to His word. If you’re one of those who would exclaim, 
“It’s hot!” during July or August, just wait a few months and you'll 
be complaining, "It's cold!" God has never failed to keep a promise. 
Consider that in light of the resurrection, eternal life, and Heaven. 
He will keep every promise (II Peter 3:9)!

Spring reminds us that life is cyclical. When the New Year 
comes, I think of Ecclesiastes 3. In verses 1-2, & 11, the Bible says, 
“To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under 
heaven: A time to be born, And a time to die; A time to plant, And 
a time to pluck what is planted...He has made everything beautiful 
in its time.” There is a time for everything. Without the greening 
of the leaves in summer, there would be no colorful Fall. Without 
the cold of winter, there would be an overabundance of insect life 
in the Spring. “To everything, there is a season…”

Spring reminds us we must “die” in order to live. In the shadow 
of winter dormancy and death, life resumes. Trees bud and put on 
leaves, the grass greens - life begins again. There is a "rebirth" of 
sorts.

Spiritually speaking, we must die to sin (Rom. 6:2). We must 
mortify the deeds of the body in order to live (Rom. 8:13). When 
we die to self and sin, then and only then are we able to live unto 
Christ. Romans 6:4, “Therefore we were buried with Him through 
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”

Once we've recovered from "springing forward," I hope we 
enjoy this season which is part of God's creation. Visit us 
any time you can - Anna church of Christ, 104 Nile St. Have 
a great day!

 R.W. McAlister, Minister
Anna church of Christ 13G13G

Revival 
Big Creek

Baptist Church
March 22 & 23 at 6:30 p.m.

March 24 at 10:30 a.m.
Speaker Pat Pajak

Music by Chris Snyder
Pastor LaRue Parr

Everyone is invited and welcome!

US Hwy. 51 S. 3 miles from Anna, then left
1/2 mile on Big Creek Church Rd.

Worship at Kornthal
Third Thursday worship at Kornthal will be 
held on Thursday, March 21, at 7:00 p.m.
Reminder, the April worship service will be 
held Palm Sunday, April 14, at 2 p.m.

Kornthal is located 2 ½ miles south
of Jonesboro off Illinois 127.

Hope to see you there. 13GP

Reynoldsville News
By Sue Eudy

Shirley Miller of Mc-
Clure visited Monday with 
Penny and Kerry Hill and 
Kacie and Derek Golliher 
of McClure.

Shirley Miller and Erma-
dell Elkins of Anna enjoyed 
lunch in Anna on Tuesday.

Penny Hil l  and Joe 
Schneider of Cape Gi-
rardeau visited Tuesday 
afternoon with Shirley 
Miller.

Shirley Miller visited 
with Richard and Yvonne 
Graham Friday, March 1, at 
Southeast Hospital in Cape 
Girardeau, where Richard 
is a patient.

Happy belated birthday 
wishes to Doris Rhodes of 
Jonesboro, whose birthday 
was Thursday, March 17.

Maxine Pender of Fair 
City and Letha Arnold of 
Anna went to Cape Gi-
rardeau on Tuesday, Feb. 
26, for Letha’s doctor ap-
pointment.

Russ and Patsy Pender 
of Olive Branch visited 
Thursday, Feb. 28, with 
Maxine and Fred Pender 
and brought supper.

I hope everyone remem-
bered to turn your clocks 
forward one hour on Satur-
day night. Daylight Savings 

Time is here.
Brad and Lori Pend-

er visited Friday, March 
1, with Fred and Maxine 
Pender. Judy and Gary 
Gibbs of Jonesboro visited 
them on Saturday, March 2.

Happy 55th anniversary 
wishes to Fred and Max-
ine Pender on Thursday, 
March 7.

Visiting with Dolores 
and Jack Reynolds of 
Reynoldsville on Friday 
were Greg Reynolds, Rod-
ney Reynolds and Jessie 
and Rhiannon Livesay.

Sunday dinner guests of 
Dolores and Jack Reynolds 
were Rodney and Vicki 
Reynolds of Wolf Lake 
and Greg, Amy and Valley 
Reynolds of Reynoldsville.

Dolores and Jack Reyn-
olds attended great-grand-
daughter Rylie’s volleyball 
game at Shawnee High 
School on Friday night.

You are invited to attend 
services at Reynoldsville 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday morning wor-
ship service is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday evening worship 
service is at 6 p.m. Rev. 
Jamie Bridgeman is the 
pastor.

Janet Capel
Janet Capel, 84, of Anna, died at 1:40 p.m. Tuesday, 

March 12, at Union County Nursing Home in Anna.
Funeral services were pending at Crain Funeral Home 

in Anna-Jonesboro.
To view the obituary or to leave an online condolence 

for the family, visit www.crainsonline.
com.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jones-
boro is in charge of arrangements.

Obituaries Online at
annanews.com
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We Support Union County!
Offering 20% OFF your 

pool opening.
Call US tOday!

1728 N. Kingshighway • Cape Girardeau, MO
Mon.-Fri. 9-6 • Sat. 9-4:30

(573) 335-1523

We’re here
for you and we 
look forward to 
bringing your 

backyard to life.
Aloha Pools & 

Spas is ready to 
help make all 
your backyard 

dreams come true.

Aloha Pools & Spas also offers renovation services, maintenance and repair services, 
a large selection of pool and spa equipment, chemicals and accessories, as well as 
anything you need to expand your outdoor living space, including furniture.

Custom in-ground
and affordable
above ground

pools available.

13GP

Call Renee Baity for in-ground estimate 618-697-3906.

County engineer receives recognition at board meeting
The Illinois Associa-

tion of County Engineers, 
IACE, has honored Union 
County  Highway De-
partment engineer Kevin 
Grammer.

Grammer  has  been 
named as the IACE Zone 
3 county engineer of the 
year.

The  Un ion  Coun ty 
Board of Commission-
ers on Friday recognized 
Grammer. He was honored 
at a regular meeting of the 
Union County Board of 
Commissioners which was 
held last Friday morning. 
The meeting was at the 
Union County Courthouse 
in Jonesboro.

Grammer was presented 
with a plaque in recogni-
tion of accomplishments 
at a Feb. 27 Illinois Trans-
portation and Highway 
Engineering conference. 
The conference was held at 
the University of Illinois in 
Urbana-Champaign.

The plaque was present-
ed to Grammer by IACE 
president Michael Pedigo.

Grammer earned a bach-
elor of science degree in 
civil engineering from 

Southern Illinois Univer-
sity  Carbondale. He is a 
licensed professional en-
gineer in Illinois.

Grammer was appointed 

County engineer honored at board meeting
Union County Highway Department engineer Kevin Grammer has received county engineer of 

the year honors from the Illinois Association of County Engineers. Grammer was recognized at last 
Friday morning’s regular meeting of the Union County Board of Commissioners. From left are county 
commissioner David Gould, Kevin Grammer, county board of commissioners chairman Max Miller, 
commissioner Kent Pitts and county board vice chairman Bobby Toler Jr. 

Anna-Jonesboro Water Commission
receives honor from state association

The Illinois Rural Water 
Association has honored 
the Anna-Jonesboro Water 
Commission as its run-
ner-up water system of the 
year.

The award was presented 
Tuesday, Feb. 19, at the 
association’s 36th annual 
technical conference in 
Effingham.

 The Illinois Rural Water 
Association’s runner-up 
water system of the year 
award is given to a system 
dedicated to managing its 
water system to the highest 
of standards. 

The winner of the award 
must meet the strictest in-

as Union County Highway 
Department engineer in 
December 2008.

His prior experience 
included 22 years with 

the Illinois Department of 
Transportation’s, IDOT, 
District 9 office in Car-
bondale.  

While with IDOT, Gram-

Award presented
Illinois Rural Water Association president Greg Bates, left, presented an 

award to Anna-Jonesboro Water Commission superintendent Casey Johnson. 
Photo provided.

dustry standards in ap-
pearance, record keeping, 
compliance and consistency 
of operations. 

“This accurately de-
scribes the Anna-Jonesboro 
Water Commission,” said 
Frank Dunmire, executive 
director of the Illinois Ru-
ral Water Association, in a 
news release.

“The Anna-Jonesboro 
Water Commission has met 
or exceeded all compliance 
standards and is managed, 
maintained and operated 
to the highest of industry 
standards.”

Accepting the runner-up 
water system of the year 

award at Illinois Rural Wa-
ter Association’s annual 
technical conference in Eff-
ingham, was Casey John-
son, the superintendent of 
the Anna-Jonesboro Water 
Commission water treat-
ment system.

The Illinois Rural Water 
Association is a private, 
not-for-profit association of 
small water and wastewater 
systems.

The association is ded-
icated to training and pro-
viding technical assistance 
to those individuals who 
work in the water and 
wastewater industry. 

mer held the positions 
of bridge and hydraulics 
engineer, traffic operations 
engineer and operations 
engineer. 

Grammer  cu r ren t ly 
serves as vice chairman 
of the constitution/bylaws 
and emergency prepared-
ness committee and as a 
member of the executive 
director and audit commit-
tee for the Illinois Associa-
tion of County Engineers.

His experience has al-
lowed him the opportunity 
to work with several coun-
ties, other than just Union 
County, to bring their aging 
levee systems into compli-
ance with increasing U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
regulations.

Zone 3 consists of the 
southern 27 counties of 
Illinois. 

Grammer was nomi-
nated for the honor by the 
other county engineers 
in Zone 3.  The nomina-
tion was based on the past 
year’s performance, as well 
as career accomplishments.

Union County Board of 
Commissioners chairman 
Max Miller praised Gram-
mer for the honor that he 
received and for the hard 
work that he continues to 
do for the county.
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It's not too
late to start 
saving for 
your child's 
college 
education.

Come in
and open 
a savings 
account
today!

Candidate for the 
MAXINE RUSSELL

Candidate for the 
Shawnee Community College 

Board of Trustees
            

• SCC Committed Trustee for 26 years. 

EXPERIENCE!
• 100% committed to our students

• My agenda is focused on 
SCC – iT’S ThaT SiMple.

i would greatly 
appreciate

your vote on april 2nd.

Paid for by the candidate

MaXiNe RUSSell

Career Fair at A-JCHS

Southern Illinois University had a big presence at the career fair, with several 
different tables offering information about the various programs which are 
available at SIU.

One of the more popular booths at the event was the Shawnee Community 
College School of Cosmetology.

Representatives from Anna-Jonesboro National Bank were in attendance, 
informing students about the various opportunities the bank has to offer. 

Representatives from dozens of the region’s employers, educational institutions and organizations gathered at Anna-Jonesboro Community High School 
for a Union County Career Fair. The career fair was held March 7 in the A-JCHS Union Hall gym. The event was open to all Union County high school students 
from grades 9 to 12. Photos by Benjamin Marxer.

Kathy Bryan of Kiki’s Coffeehouse in Anna gave out free coffee to those 
attending the career fair. Bryan was also representing the Union County CEO 
program. 

Anna-Jonesboro alum Kelli Wood returned to her alma mater as a 
representative of Edward Jones. 
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News from

Mt. Moriah 
Lutheran 
Church, 
Anna

March 10 was the first 
Sunday in Lent. Pastor 
Mark explained that the 
gospels were originally 
written in Greek, and to 
translate them “exactly” 
was almost impossible.  
Every language is unique, 
and things get translated 
differently. 

He also explained what 
was happening to Jesus 
in the wilderness for 40 
days. He said that “what we 
thought was ‘temptation’ 
by the Devil was actually 
(by Greek meaning) Jesus 
being ‘tested.’ Jesus was 
without sin. He could do 
no wrong. But He could be 
tested. 

“The Devil wanted to 
see if Jesus would take the 
bait in a weak moment. 
But Jesus passed the test.
We should all follow this 
mold.”

Prayers for healing were 
offered for Sarah Sims, 
Karen Toler, Ann West, 
Charlotte Fear, Tasha Faire, 
Bill Heisner, Craig Bass, 
David Wright, Lisa Gam-
mons, Mildred Lilley and 
Clark Newton.  

Prayers were said for 
those grieving for Pat Jones 
and Stacey Cobb.

A Hands of Faith meet-
ing was planned Tuesday 
morning, March 12. Be-
sides making quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief, new 
projects were to have been 
discussed.

Salem Lutheran Church 
in Jonesboro was scheduled 
to host this week’s Lenten 
service. Next week, the 
meal is at 6 p.m. and the 
service is at 7 p.m. at Mt. 
Moriah.

Mt. Moriah is gathering 
Easter baskets to donate to 
LSSI foster children.  

Ladies Night Out is 
planned Tuesday, March 
19. Those who are inter-
ested in going are asked 
to meet at the church at 5 
p.m. They will be going to 
Giant City.

The Women of the ELCA 
magazine GATHER is in-
viting anyone to sign up 
for free for their Lenten 
devotional by email. They 
offer a brief devotional 
or a longer Bible study at 
www.gathermagazine.org/
bible-study.

News from
Camp Ground Church, Community

Rev. Rob Betts’ sermon 
Sunday focused on “listen-
ing to God speaking to our 
heart with scripture from 
Paul’s letter to the Romans. 

“Love after being born 
again is unlike any other 
love; for this love comes 
from God. 

“After  becoming a 
Christian we will not be 
perfect. The devil will 
cause us to do things we 
shouldn’t.

“When we accept Christ 
as our Savior, God speaks 
to our heart what we should 

and should not do. It is 
up to us to process with 
our minds what God had 
placed in our heart. 

Just prior to the sermon, 
Sarah Betts sang “You 
Say.” 

During the praise part of 
worship, the church began 
its Lenten Moments.

LaDonna Miller and 
Deloris Pribble were read-
ers. Tanner Roach extin-
guished the first candle 
on the Lenten wreath of 
thorns. 

Taking the offering Sun-

day were Aldi and Vodra 
Gerard. 

Tony Gerard is the head 
elder for March. 

Those having birthdays 
during the first couple 
weeks in March were 
Amanda Batts the 4th and 
Zoey Kaylor the 11th. 

Camp Ground invites 
everyone to join them in 
study and worship. Fellow-
ship is at 9:30 a.m. Bible 
study is at 10 a.m. Worship 
is at 11 a.m. The church is 
located at 50 Tunnel Ln., 
east of Anna.

News from 

First Baptist
Church,
Jonesboro

The messages on Sunday, 
March 10, were brought by 
the Rev. Tony Auxier, who 
is the Clear Creek Baptist 
Association’s director of 
missions.

Dee Rose led the wor-
ship. Special music was 
presented by Debbie York.

A Women on Mission 
meeting is planned at 9:30 
a.m. Thursday, today.

Birthdays: Debbie York, 
March 13; Richard Tucker, 
March 15.

The schedule for worship 
at the church for this com-
ing week includes Bible 
study at 9 a.m. on Sunday, 
and worship services at 10 
a.m. and 6 p.m.

Youth meet at 5 p.m. on 
Sunday. Dig-In Children’s 
Ministry is planned from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednes-
day and is for children from 
3 years of age through 6th 
grade.

An adult Bible study/
prayer meeting is planned 
at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday.

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
Congregational songs 

during the Sunday morning 
worship service were led 
by Pastor Randy Wright, 
Abby Barlow, Jessica El-
kins, Harley and Madison 
Schnaare and accompanied 
by Jack and Nina Shepard.  

Ushers for the morn-
ing worship service were 
Robert Smith, Noah Wise-
man, Mark Smith and Terry 
Wiseman Sr. 

Special music was pro-
vided by Madison and 
Harley Schnaare, Jessica 
Elkins and Abby Barlow.  

An anointing service was 
held for special needs of the 
congregation. 

The message, “Love One 
Another,” was brought by 
Pastor Wright from John.

The Sunday evening 
worsh ip  se rv ice  was 
opened with congregational 
songs led by Pastor Wright, 
Jessica Elkins, Abby Bar-
low, Harley and Madison 
Schnaare and accompanied 
by Jack and Nina Shepard.  

Ushers for the evening 
worship service were Rob-
ert Smith, Curly Ralls, 
Mark Smith and Terry 
Wiseman Sr. 

The offertory was pro-
vided by Bryan and Ginger 
Morrison. 

The message, “Lies of 

the Devil,” was brought by 
Pastor Wright from several 
scriptures.

Birthdays: Jason Cook, 
March 13; Beryl Clayton, 
Herman Wells, March 14.

Anniversary: Terry and 
Wendy Wiseman, March 
14.

Bible study is planned in 
the fellowship hall every 
Friday at 6:30 p.m. Those 
who plan to attend are 
asked to bring finger foods 
and snacks to share.

A missionary service, 
which will  be a chil i 
cookoff, is planned March 
17. 

A preaching ambassador 
and two music ambassadors 
from Olivet Nazarene Uni-
versity are scheduled to be 
at the church on March 24.

A Men of Purpose con-
ference is planned March 
30 in Shelbyville.

Team day is planned 
April 6 in Decatur.

Sunday School begins at 
9:30 a.m. Worship services 
are Sunday at 10:35 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. and Wednesday 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Youth services are at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday. Chil-
dren’s Bible quizzing is 
planned at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday and 5 p.m. on 
Sunday.

Five generations
Five generations of a local family gathered in Grand Tower for a recent 

Christmas celebration. From left are Christopher Jordan (father), Charles 
Jordan (grandfather), Pamela Chamness (great-grandmother), Betty Jordan 
(great-great grandmother) and Isaac Jordan (baby). Photo provided.
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Icicles in March
An American flag was seen through icicles hanging on a bush in Cobden 

on a chilly March evening,

Meteorological winter season in Illinois
featured large temperature variations

The month of March 
marks the end of the me-
teorological winter season, 
which runs from December 
through February, the Illi-
nois State Water Survey in 
Champaign reported.

The survey shared that 
despite what felt like “an 
eternity of below average 
temperatures,” the season 
as a whole finished with 
temperatures relatively 
close to the long-term av-
erage.

A few localities in the 
west-central and northwest 
portions of the state saw 
temperature departures of 
1 degree or more below 
average.  

On the opposite end, lo-
cations in Southern Illinois 
experienced temperature 
departures of 1 to 2 degrees 
above average during the 
2018-2019 winter season.

Statewide temperatures 
averaged 29.9 degrees, or 
0.8 of a degree above the 
long-term average.

Average temperature for 
the season ranged from the 
low 20s north to around 40 
degrees toward extreme 
Southern Illinois.  

Large variations oc-
curred, with seasonal highs 
in the 70s and lows falling 
into the 30-plus-degrees 
below zero range.

The maximum tempera-
ture of 71 degrees occurred 
on Dec. 1 at Kaskaskia 
Navigation Lock in Ran-
dolph County.  

The lowest temperature 
of 38 degrees below zero 
occurred on Jan. 31 at Mt. 
Carroll in Carroll County, 
setting a state record min-
imum temperature.

After a comprehensive 
review, the State Climate 
Extremes Commit tee , 
SCEC, unanimously voted 
to validate the 38 degrees 
below zero reading as the 
new official state record 

minimum temperature. 
The committee ensures 

that the observation is me-
teorologically plausible, 
is within a range that the 
reporting instrument can 
detect, and that the instru-
ment is in proper working 
order.

Brian Kerschner at the 
Illinois State Water Sur-
vey represented the Illinois 
State Climatologist Office 
as a member of the SCEC, 
along with delegates from 
the National Weather Ser-
vice, the Midwest Regional 
Climate Center and the 
National Center for Envi-
ronment Information.

The previous minimum 
temperature record for Illi-
nois was 36 degrees below 
zero set in Congerville, lo-
cated in Woodford County, 
on Jan. 5, 1999. 

The coldest temperature 
prior to the Congerville 
record, 35 degrees below 
zero, was also set at Mt. 
Carroll in January 1930, 
and was later tied with 
Elizabeth in February 1996.

The last two days of Jan-
uary brought widespread 
cold weather to Illinois.  

Many locations experi-
enced some of the coldest 
weather that has been seen 
in decades, allowing nu-
merous daily and station 
record lows to be broken.  

This event produced 
statewide temperature de-
partures of 20 to 30 degrees 
below average.

Precipitation was abun-
dant throughout the state 
during the winter season.

This allowed the entire 
state to remain free of any 
abnormally dry or drought 
designations during the 
winter.

Above average precipita-
tion occurred every month 
during the season. Gen-
erally precipitation totals 
across Illinois ranged from 

5 to nearly 15 inches, with 
counties south of I-70 ex-
periencing the most pre-
cipitation.

Most remarkable, the 
water survey noted, was the 
21.18 inches of precipita-
tion reported at Smithland 
Lock and Dam on the lower 
Ohio River.  

Overall, both Southern 
and northwest Illinois re-
ceived over 150 percent 
of their average winter 
precipitation, with several 
localities approaching 200 
percent.

Statewide seasonal pre-
cipitation averaged 9.67 
inches, which was 2.85 
inches above the long-term 
average.

Snowfall occurred state-
wide during the winter, with 
the heaviest accumulations 
centered in northwestern 
Illinois, and counties along 
the Illinois/Wisconsin bor-
der. 

Totals ranged from 1 
to 10 inches in Southern 
Illinois, 10 to 20 inches in 
Central Illinois and 20 to 
over 40 inches in Northern 
Illinois.

Soup, chili 
supper, dessert 
auction planned

An annual soup and chili 
supper and dessert auction 
are planned at historic St. 
Anne’s Church at 507 S. 
Main St. in Anna on Friday, 
March 15, at 5:30 p.m. The 
cost is $5 per person. 

The supper and auction 
will help to support the 
upkeep of St. Anne’s. 

Donations of desserts for 
the auction are welcome; 
however, it is asked that no 
cream desserts be brought. 

Walk-ins are welcome, 
although if possible, those 
who plan to attend are asked 
to call 833-9441 to help the 
hosts plan for the amount of 
food to prepare. 

Parking is half a block 
from the church, behind 
Stinson Memorial Library. 

The event is being hosted 
by the PAST organization 
of Union County, which 
invites the community to 
come for a bowl of hot soup 
or chili, the fellowship and 
an opportunity to bid on 
desserts.

Legislation strengthens
orders of protection

A Southern Illinois leg-
islator earned unanimous 
approval from the Illinois 
House Judiciary Criminal 
Law Committee on two 
separate, but related pieces 
of legislation last week. 

“I want to thank my col-
leagues on the House Judi-
ciary Criminal Law Com-
mittee for joining with me 
to support two important 
law enforcement efforts this 
week,” State Rep. Patrick 
Windhorst, R-Metropolis, 
said in a news release. 

“I was proud to carry 
legislation at the request of 
the Illinois Sheriffs’ Asso-
ciation.”

Windhorst represents 
the 118th District in South-

ern Illinois. Part of Union 
County is in the district.

HB 2308 ensures that 
a defendant is prohibited 
from contacting victims or 
witnesses from jail while 
awaiting trial. 

Windhorst says inmates 
awaiting trial sometimes 
use their phone privileges 
to harass victims while 
waiting for their court date.

“This is a victims’ rights 
piece of legislation,” Wind-
horst said. “HB 2308 will 
keep incarcerated offenders 
from being able to contact 
their victims while awaiting 
trial.”

HB 2309 also passed the 
House Judiciary Criminal 
Law Committee with unan-
imous support. 

Windhorst says the leg-
islation provides that when 
a petition for an emergency 
stalking no contact order, a 
civil no contact order, or an 
emergency order of protec-
tion is filed, the petition shall 
not be publicly available 
until the petition is served 
on the offending individual.

“This is another action 
that we can take to help 
individuals in situations 
where domestic violence 
or domestic abuse takes 
place,” Windhorst said. 

“This measure will en-
sure that there is no, ‘heads-
up’ or tip-off to a potential 
respondent to the emer-
gency order of protection. 
We want to make sure that 
if someone files an order 
of protection that they can 
count on law enforcement 
to keep them away from 
that person from day one.”

HB 2308 and HB 2309 
are Windhorst’s first pieces 
of legislation to clear a 
House committee since he 
took over as 118th District 
state representative in Jan-
uary.

The bills were reported 
to the House floor to await 
action.

Armadillos,
Smokies topic
of programs

Armadillos and the Great 
Smoky Mountains will be 
featured at upcoming pro-
grams at the Barkhausen 
Cache River Wetlands Cen-
ter near Cypress.

“Hotel Armadillo,” a na-
ture movie, is scheduled to 
be shown at 2 p.m. and 6 
p.m. Thursday, March 14.

A slide program featuring 
wildflowers and birds of the 
Great Smoky Mountains is 
planned from 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. Saturday, March 16.

The program will be pre-
sented by John Schwegman.

The center is located at 
8885 State Route 37 South. 
More information about the 
programs is available by 
calling 618-657-2064.
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

A-JCHS to Celebrate 
100 years

The A-JCHS 2019 class 
will be the 100th class to 
graduate A-JCHS. The first 
class was in 1919 with 19 
students graduating.

Congratulations
On April 1 at A-J High 

School TeeJay Hileman 
will be signing with South-
east Illinois College for a 
two-year scholarship for 
bowling. 

Vacation
Jerome and Tasha Faire 

vacationed in  Secrets Sil-
ver Sands in Puerto More-
los. They got some much 
needed vitamin D on  warm 
breezy 81 degrees days. 
Tasha said it was abso-
lutely breathtaking. They 
took a sushi making class.  
Enjoyed a couple massages 
and swimming.  

Baby Congratulations
Kadyn Bracken and Wy-

att Jacobs welcomed lit-
tle brother Colton Keith 
Jacobs into the world on 
Feb. 27, 2019, at 9:03 p.m. 
He weighed 8 pounds, .08 
ounces, and was 20 inches 

Juanita Burns Parnell of Carlsle, grandmother 
of Lori Rich celebrated her 90th birthday March 2. 
She requested goods for the food pantry and got 
90 cans.

Barbara Bauer said how pleased they are to learn 
that the Lincoln Heritage Trail has been expanded 
to include Jonesboro’s Lincoln-Douglas debate 
site. Barbara was reminded that when they were in 
Springfield last summer and visited the Governor’s 
Mansion, she had the opportunity to “Write to the 
Governor.”  Barbara did just that and requested 
the Lincoln Heritage designation to be extended to 
include all of Illinois. Barbara is pleased that maybe 
her “vote” counted and that Southern Illinois is 
recognized for its notable history.

John Schwegman’s 
program at the Anna-
Jonesboro Women’s 
Club was on Native 
American mounds at 
Kincaid Mounds State 
Historic Site in Massac 
County.

Sissy and Sherry 
Rix had a good time 
at the Wetumpka, Ala., 
Mardi  Gras parade. 
Sissy caught the moon 
pies and stuffed toys 
and Sherry caught the 
beads.

Helen Dodd celebrated her 95th birthday Jan. 12. 
She was honored with a party at her home in Anna.

Ariana Fuller Moutell performed at Shyrock 
Auditorium on the Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale campus on Feb. 26. Two ensembles 
performed that evening. Ariana played the bass 
clarinet in the wind ensemble which is directed by 
Dr. Christopher Morehouse. She played the clarinet 
in the symphonic band which is directed by Dr. 
George Brozak. Ariana is a sophomore in music 
education at SIU.

D a n i e l l e  R e n e e 
Robinson with her third 
nephew Colton Keith 
Jacobs, who was born 
on Feb. 27, 2019.

Martha Schwegman 
spoke at  the Anna-
Jonesboro Women’s 
Club about their trip 
to Australia. She is 
holding models of an 
echidna, which buries 
itself in the ground, and 
a boomerang.

Janet Estel of Murphysboro and Earl Miller of 
Anna attended the book signing of Mike Estel at 
the Cobden Museum Saturday.

The A-JCHS cast and crew of the  Little Mermaid musical that will be March 
29, 30 and 31 went to see the Little Mermaid movie in Cape Girardeau.

Our President Donald J. Trump visited the 
tornado victims in Opelika, Ala. Children and adults 
brought their Bibles to him and asked him to sign 
them.

long. Proud mom and dad 
are Kembre Bracken and 
Dennis Jacobs of Wetaug.

St. Louis Trip
Kasie Craft, Alexa Buck-

ner, Kenzie Dillow and  
Suzanne Dillow  saw the 
1980s rock musical “Rock 
of Ages” in St. Louis.

95th Birthday
On Jan. 12 a 95th birth-

day party was held to honor 
Helen Dodd at her Anna 
home.  

Attending were her 
husband Francis, daugh-
ter Donna Silvia, grand-
son Jeremy Swartzell, and 
great-granddaughters Syd-
ney and Charlotte Swart-
zell.  

Other family and friends 
who helped her celebrate 
included nephew Russell 
(Mary Jo) Hartline, niece 
Debbie Vowels from Val-
paraiso, Ind., sister-in-law 
Helen Dodd, cousin Rita 
(Bill) Hummel from India-
napolis and friends Christy 
Wilburn, Lisa Reynolds and 
Susan Kamp. 

Thanks
Special thanks to Loyd 

and Carlene Thompson and 
Curt and Bessie Ellis for 
giving me credit when they 
renewed their subscription 
to The Gazette Democrat.

A-J Women’s Club
GFWC Anna Jonesboro 

Women’s  Club met Mon-
day, March 4, at the Sun-
shine Inn in Goddards Barn 
and Grill. 

Those present were Bar-
bara House, Susie Kes-
sler, Marie Samuel, guest 
speaker John Schwegman , 
Martha Schwegman, Lillian 
Milam, Clara Nell Butler, 
Jane Bauer and Kay John-
son. 

Jerry Hunter said the 
prayer before everyone ate.  
Everyone enjoyed a great 
senior meal and listening to 
music by David Isom. 

Club president Jane Bau-
er called the meeting to or-
der and everyone stood and 
said the Pledge of Alliance 
to the flag of the United 
States of America. 

Susie Kessler read the 
minutes. Barbara House 
told about current events: 
the April 2 election, put on 
your calendar to vote. The 
new store Farmstead Mar-
ket in Anna owners Jona-
than and Regina Beachy. 

Free watercolor painting 
with spring wildflowers 
classes by artist and wom-
en’s club member Marie 
Samuel will be at Giant City 
State Park Visitors Center 
Saturday, March 16, from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Please call 
618-457-4836 to register. 
This program is free but 
registration is required. 

Jane Bauer gave the de-
votion about St. Patrick. 
Martha Schwegman told 
about their trip to Austra-
lia and showed items she 
bought while there. 

John Schwegman was 
guest speaker and told 
about the Native American  
Kincaid Mounds in Massac 
County.

Lillian Milam reported 
she had 35 applications for 
the scholarship District 25 
gives.   

District board meeting 
will be March 12 at 11 
a.m. at Golden Corral in 
Carbondale. 

District 25 convention 
meeting will be March 26 
at Eldorado Baptist Church.

Shop with a Cop and 
Fireman

They are doing a gun 
raffle for Shop with a Cop/ 
Fireman Fund. Part of their 
funding was cut back last 
year so they are trying to 
come up with more funds. 

Pam Needling has tickets 
and they can be purchased 
through her, at Jim and 
Dots. Fire Chief Gary Rider 
has tickets. Police Chief 
Mike Hunter and Bryan  
Watkins will also be selling 
them. 

Tickets are $20 each, 
only 250 tickets will be 
sold. The winner will be 
drawn when all 250 tickets 
are sold. 

The winner will have 
their choice of one out of 
38 guns. The guns are listed 
on the tickets and there are 
flyers with pictures of the 
guns. Winner must be 18 
years old.

 Soup, Chili Supper, 
Dessert Auction 

A soup and chili supper 
and dessert auction are 
planned Friday, March 15, 
at St. Anne’s Church, start-
ing at 5:30 p.m. 

Cost is $5. Donations of 
desserts for the auction are 
welcome. 

Proceeds go toward 
maintenance and utility 
bills at St. Anne’s.

Parking will  be half a 
block away behind Stinson 
Library in the First Baptist 
Church parking lot.

Trip to Ullin
Linda and Fred Clutts of 

Makanda enjoyed going to 
Ullin. Linda plays her gui-
tar and sings with a group 
there.  

Kornthal Church
A dedication service will 

be March 21 at 7 p.m. Ev-
eryone is invited to attend. 

Friends of the Theater
The A-JCHS  musical 

“Disney’s The Little Mer-
maid” will be March 29-31.  

Spark Ministries
Spark Ministries meets 

in the old Shawnee South 
Elementary School building 
McClure.

Pastor is Aaron Boyd, 
children’s pastor is Kenny 
Swink Jr. 

9:45 a.m. for Connect 
Groups. 11 a.m. for Wor-
ship. 

On St  Patrick’s Day after 
church from 1:30 p.m. to 
4:30 p.m. there will be a 
fund raiser for an air con-
ditioner for the sanctuary. 
Loaded potato $7.

Anna Eastern Star 522
Anna Eastern Star will 

meet Thursday, March 21, 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Masonic 
Lodge in the Anna Park 
across from the swimming 
pool.

Military Prayer List
Ta n n e r  A n d e r s o n , 

Hayden Young, Garrett 
Goines,  Nick Harvel, Nona 
Elizabeth Luke, Lucas J. 
Strickland, William Na-
thaniel Frankell, Ethan 
Maze, Lukas W. Davis,  
Kiefer Stull, David Jorden 
Glasco, Ryan Hampton, 
Brittany Michelle Lence, 
Killian Jesse, Molly Noy-
es, CJ Youngerman, Fred-
dy Morse, Reagan Morri-
son, Josh Steveson, Josh 
Williams, Faith Odom, 
Tommy Goff and family 
Janette, Jamison and Kay-
lynn, Creighton Laster,  Jim 
Bonner, Jacob Schaefer, Je-
rod Schaefer, Jennifer Ann 
Bishop, James McWhorter, 
Arin Whitemountain.

Poarch Creek Indians
Barbara House reported 

that her family tribe Poarch 
Band of Creek Indians has 
agreed to cover the entire 
burial cost of the 23 victims 
of the Beauregard tornado. 

The tribe will donate 
$184,000 to the East Ala-
bama Medical Center Foun-

dation to assist in the burial 
of the victims. 

The Poarch Creek In-
dians are descended from 
the original Creek Nation 
that covered Alabama and 
Georgia. 

Unlike other tribes, the 
Poarch Creeks were never 
removed from their lands 
and have maintained their 
presence in the area for 
200 years in and around the 
Poarch, Ala., reservation. 

Federally, the Poarch 
Band of Creek Indians is 
the only officially recog-

nized Indian tribe in the 
state of Alabama, operating 
as a sovereign nation with 
an independent government 
and bylaws. 

The tribe operates a few 
different businesses, em-
ploying “hundreds of area 
residents,” including three 
gaming facilities in Ala-
bama. 

The Poarch Band of 
Creek Indians owns and 
operate the following casi-



THURSDAY MARCH 14, 2019
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Seinfeld “Fan tas tic
Beasts and
Where to Find
Them” Mag i cal
crea tures.

BUNK’D “Sky scraper” “Alien: Cov e -
nant”

Shame less

:30 Seinfeld Coop & Cam To night “The For -
eigner” (‘17)
Venge ful fa ther.
(R) (HD)7 PM Grey’s Anat omy

(HD)
Bang (HD) iHeartRadio Mu -

sic Awards
Songs and art -
ists.

Super store Seinfeld Ra ven “Date Night”
Mis taken iden -
tity.

“Night mare on
Elm Street”
(‘10):30 (:31) Fam A.P. Bio Seinfeld Ra ven

8 PM (:01) Sta tion 19
(HD)

Young Brook lyn Bas ket ball Bang (HD) BUNK’D

:30 Fam (HD) Will (HD) Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Bizaard “Tag” (‘18) Ed
Helms. 30-year
game of tag. (R)

(:40)
“Wishmaster”
(‘97, Hor ror)

“Amer i can Pie”
Les sons in love.9 PM For the Peo ple

(HD)
S.W.A.T. (HD) Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Law & Or der:
SVU

Bang (HD) “Harry Pot ter
and the Pris -
oner of
Azkaban”
Magic and mys -
tery.

BUNK’D

:30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Ra ven (:15) Strike Back
(HD)

Desus &

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Seinfeld Ra ven Adnan Syed
(HD)

Black Mon.

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Seinfeld Stuck Mid. ac “An a con -
das” (‘04)

Desus &

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Stuck Mid. Leav ing Amer ica

FRIDAY MARCH 15, 2019
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Bur gers Fam ily Ra ven “Teen” “Bad Girl” “Pride & Prej u -
dice”:30 Bur gers Fam ily Ra ven To night “True Lies”

(‘94) Se cret
agent tries to
save his mar -
riage.

7 PM Boat (HD) MacGyver (HD) Man (HD) Blindspot (HD) Bur gers Fam ily aaac
“Cinderella”
(‘15) Abused
lady aided.

“Cop Out” (‘10,
Com edy) Buddy
cops. (R) (HD)

aac “Mary
Shel ley” (‘18)
Out casts in love.
(HD)

:30 Speech less Cool Kids Bur gers Fam ily

8 PM 20/20 In ves ti ga -
tive news. (HD)

Ha waii Five-0
(HD)

Proven In no cent
(HD)

The Black list
(HD)

Bas ket ball “Cen tral In tel li -
gence” (‘16)
Un likely part -
ners.

Fam ily

:30 Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Fam ily

9 PM Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Date line NBC
(HD)

Fam ily Coop & Cam Real Time Maher
(HD)

Strike Back (HD) “Winchester”
Widow haunted.:30 Fam ily Ra ven

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal ELEAGUE (HD) Fam ily Andi Mack Adnan Syed
(HD)

Strike

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Fam ily Ra ven “Pred a tors”
Aliens hunt kill -
ers.

Tif fany Fos ter
care.11 PM Lo cal “The

Change-Up” (R)
Law & Or der:
SVU

Stuck Mid. (:10) Real Time
Maher:30 Night line Corden Lo cal Late Night Stuck Mid. Desus &

THURSDAY
7:00pm

FOX iHeartRadio Mu sic Awards Spe cial
live per for mances are fea tured from mu si cians 
and mu sic groups in cel e bra tion of the most
played iHeartRadio songs and art ists. TV14

10:35pm
NBC The To night Show Star ring Jimmy
Fallon Award-win ning co me dian Jimmy
Fallon hosts the long-run ning late-night talk
show, fea tur ing hu mor ous mono logues, co -
me dic sketches and ce leb rity in ter views. TV14 
(HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

DISN Cinderella aaac (2015, Fan tasy) Lily
James, Cate Blanchett. Forced into ser vi tude
by her wicked step-fam ily af ter her fa ther’s
death, a hum ble woman meets a stranger and
her god mother, pos si bly chang ing her des tiny. 
PG

7:30pm
FOX The Cool Kids “The Cool Kids Un-Re -
tire” The friends get a sam pling of the good life 
and Char lie’s de lec ta ble cook ies when Sid is
put in charge of housesitting a res i dent’s
high-rise apart ment. TV14 (HD)

7:00pm
CBS One Night for One Drop: Imag ined by 
Cirque du Soleil Per for mance group Cirque
du Soleil hon ors work done by One Drop with
an ex clu sive per for mance that ex plores the
themes of beauty, love, loss and nature.

8:40pm
HBO Ram page aac (2018, Ac tion) Dwayne
John son, Naomie Har ris. A go rilla is ex posed
to a chem i cal from a se cret ge netic ex per i -
ment, which causes the go rilla, a wolf and a
croc o dile to grow to enor mous size and wreak
havoc. PG-13 (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY MARCH 16, 2019
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball

Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Lo cal Col lege Bas ket -
ball

“Cen tral” aac “Next
Fri day” (‘00)
Trou ble finds a
man.

BUNK’D “Pa cific Rim 2"
(‘18)

“Fist of Fury”
(‘72)

Bil lions “Ball in
Hand”:30 News Bang (HD) BUNK’D

7 PM NBA (Live) One Night Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Bas ket ball Bang (HD) “An other
Cinderella
Story” (‘08)

aa “The First
Purge” (‘18) (R) 
(HD)

“The War rior’s
Way” (‘11) (HD)

“Baby Driver”
(‘17, Ac tion)
Ill-fated heist.
(HD)

:30 NBA Bas ket ball
Golden State vs
Oklahoma City
(Live)

Postgame Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD)

8 PM Ran som (HD) MasterChef Ju -
nior

Bang (HD) aaa “Fri day”
(‘95, Com edy)
Los An geles life.:30 Bang (HD) Ra ven (:40) “Ram -

page” (‘18)
Huge an i mals
at tack.

(:45) aa
“Elektra” (‘05)
As sas sin aids
girl. (HD)9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live

(HD)
Drop Mic Ra ven “Pulp Fic tion”

(‘94) A day in
the crimes of
Los An geles.

:30 Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Joker Wild Coop & Cam

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Gordon (HD) Lo cal Fron tal Temp ta tion Is -
land

Coop & Cam

:30 Sat. Night Live
Sketch com edy.

Mir a cle Andi Mack Real Time Maher
(HD)

Strike

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams “Good Luck
Chuck”

“Next Fri day”
(‘00)

Stuck Mid. “The Con -
demned 2":30 For mula 1 Stuck Mid. “The Purge” Desus &

MONDAY MARCH 18, 2019
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Wmn Se lect
(HD)

Fam Guy NCIS “Lockdown”
(HD)

Ra ven “Tomb Raider”
(‘18) Daugh ter’s
mis sion. (HD)

“Girls Trip” (‘17)
(HD)

“Thieves”

:30 Fam Guy Ra ven The Cir cus

7 PM Amer i can Idol
“205 (Au di tions)”
(HD)

Bang (HD) The Res i dent
(HD)

The Voice “The
Blind Au di tions,
Part 6" (HD)

NBA Bas ket ball
Golden State vs
San An to nio
(Live) (HD)

Fam Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

Syd ney Strike Bil lions (HD)

:30 Plan (HD) Fam Guy Coop & Cam (:50) aa “Bad
Girls” (‘94)
Women turn out -
law.8 PM Bang (HD) 9-1-1 Meet par -

ents.
Fam Guy Ra ven “In ven tor: Out

for Blood” (‘19)
(NR) (HD)

SMILF

:30 Neigh bor. Fam Guy Ra ven Black Mon.

9 PM The Fix “Pi lot” Bull (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The En emy
Within

Dad (HD) Syd ney Bil lions (HD)

:30 NBA Bas ket ball
In di ana vs Port -
land (Live) (HD)

Dad (HD) Coop & Cam “The New ton
Boys” (‘98)
Broth ers rob
banks.10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Fam ily Andi Mack Adnan Syed

(HD)
Black Mon.

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Seinfeld Fam ily Syd ney SMILF

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Seinfeld Fam ily Bizaard High Maint The Cir cus

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Bizaard “Cop Out” “Get away” “Amer i can”

TUESDAY MARCH 19, 2019
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams 2019 NIT Bas -
ket ball “First
Round” (Live)
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven Real Time “Me, My self &
Irene”

“The Death of
Sta lin” A dic ta -
tor’s de mise. (R):30 Bang (HD) Ra ven To night

7 PM House wife NCIS (HD) MasterChef Ju -
nior

Games (HD) Bang (HD) WWE
SmackDown
(HD)

Syd ney “The Wolfman”
(‘10, Hor ror)
(HD)

“What About
Bob?” (‘91)
(HD):30 The Kids Bang (HD) Coop & Cam

8 PM black-ish FBI “A New
Dawn”

Men tal Sam u rai This Is Us (HD) 2019 NIT Bas -
ket ball “First
Round” (Live)
(HD)

Bang (HD) Ra ven Bil lions (HD)

:30 Split ting Bang (HD) Ra ven (:45) Case
Against Adnan
Syed

(:40) “The
Lonely Guy”
(‘84) (HD)9 PM The Rookie (HD) NCIS: New Or -

leans
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The Vil lage “Pi -
lot”

Bang (HD) Temp ta tion Is -
land

Syd ney Black Mon.

:30 Mir a cle Coop & Cam SMILF

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan Law & Or der:
SVU

Andi Mack High Maint (:15) Strike Back
(HD)

Bil lions (HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Mir a cle Syd ney “Love & Other
Drugs” (‘10)
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Seinfeld Law & Or der:

SVU
Bizaard “Funny Games”

(‘08)
“Molly’s Game”
(‘17):30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Bizaard

WEDNESDAY MARCH 20, 2019
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA Bas ket ball
Boston vs Phil a -
del phia (Live)
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven “Deadpool 2" aaa “The Ital -
ian Job”

(5:45) “Friends”
(‘06):30 Bang (HD) Ra ven To night

7 PM Goldbergs Sur vi vor De -
serted is land.
(HD)

Em pire Clean
mess.

The Voice “The
Best of the
Blinds” (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Syd ney aa “The First
Purge” (‘18) (R) 
(HD)

“Term Life”
(‘16) On the run.
(HD)

(:15) “Maid in
Manhattan”
(‘02) Un likely
love.

:30 Schooled Bang (HD) Coop & Cam

8 PM Fam ily Star (HD) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven

:30 Sin gle NBA Bas ket ball
To ronto vs
Oklahoma City
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Ra ven (:45) “The
Miseducation”
(‘18)

“True Lies”
(‘94) Se cret
agent tries to
save his mar -
riage.

9 PM Whis key Cav a -
lier

SEAL Team
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Bublé! Mu si cal
event.

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Syd ney SMILF

:30 Fron tal Coop & Cam “What’s Love
Got to Do with
It?” (‘93) (HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Fam ily Andi Mack First Look

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fron tal Fam ily Syd ney “In ven tor: Out
for Blood” (‘19)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Seinfeld Fam ily Bizaard “Bar ber shop”

(‘02):30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Bizaard “Fur lough”

SUNDAY
8:00pm

SHOW Bil lions “Chucky Rhoades’s Great est
Game” Axe, feel ing de ter mined to de stroy
Tay lor, be gins clos ing ranks; Chuck strug gles
to re gain power; Tay lor does what it takes to
keep their new com pany afloat. TVMA (HD)

9:00pm
MAX Dun kirk aaa (2017, Ac tion) Fionn White -
head, Tom Glynn-Car ney. The his toric evac u a -
tion, in the midst of bat tle, of sur rounded Al lied
forces from the beaches of Dun kirk, France, dur -
ing the early days of World War II. PG-13 (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

FOX The Res i dent “Be trayal” The sur geons
must choose be tween sav ing their Quovadis
source and a youn ger pa tient; Mar shall en dan -
gers him self to take down Gordon Page. TV14
(HD)

8:00pm
FOX 9-1-1 “New Be gin nings” Bobby is first
in tro duced to Athena’s pa tients; Doug works
his way deeper into Chim ney’s life af ter
Maddie tries to put an end to her mar riage.
TV14 (HD)

7:00pm
FOX MasterChef Ju nior “Un der the Big
Top” The 20 ju nior home cooks pre pare meals
for Cir cus Vargas per form ers; a birth day cake
pres sure test will send two con tes tants home.
TVPG (HD)

9:01pm
NBC The Vil lage “Pi lot” A group of res i dents, 
who re side in the same apart ment com plex in
Brook lyn, come to gether to help one an other
with their per sonal strug gles. TV14 (HD)

TUESDAY

8:00pm
FOX Star “Watch the Throne” Star’s prob -
lems with the law es ca late while Noah tries to
bal ance his new pri or i ties; Gigi and Alex com -
pete to see who the la bel’s top art ist will be.
TV14 (HD)

8:45pm
HBO The Miseducation of Cameron Post
aaa (2018, Drama) Chloë Grace Moretz,
Sasha Lane. When a teen age girl is caught
hav ing a re la tion ship with an other girl, she is
sent to a con ver sion ther apy cen ter for teens
at tracted to the same sex. NR TVMA (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY MARCH 17, 2019
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Vid eos (HD) 60 Min utes (HD) MasterChef Ju -
nior

Games (HD) Col lege
GameNight
“Bracketology”
(HD)

aaa “Thor:
Dark” (‘13)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Fast Layne aac
“Ocean’s 8"
(‘18) Jew elry
heist. (HD)

“The Be guiled”
(‘17)

Bil lions (HD)

:30 Syd ney

7 PM Amer i can Idol
“204 (Au di tions)”
(HD)

God Friended
Me

Simp sons World of Dance
“The Du els 1"
(HD)

“Snow White
and the Hunts -
man” Queen vs. 
maiden.

Law & Or der:
SVU

Fast Layne “The A-Team”
(‘10) Team
seeks jus tice.
(HD)

The Cir cus

:30 Bur gers Fast Layne Black Mon.

8 PM NCIS: L. A. (HD) Fam Guy NBA Bas ket ball
Min ne sota vs
Hous ton (Live)
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven Adnan Syed
(HD)

Bil lions (HD)

:30 Fam Guy Ra ven

9 PM (:01) Shark Tank
(HD)

Madam Sec re -
tary

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Good Girls (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Star Wars High Maint “Dun kirk” (‘17)
His toric res cue.

Black Mon.

:30 “Thor: The
Dark World”
(‘13, Ac tion)
Dan ger ous mis -
sion.

Fast Layne High Maint SMILF

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Fam ily Fast Layne Ol i ver Bil lions (HD)

:30 (:45)
SportsCenter
(HD)

Fam ily Syd ney Adnan Syed
(HD)

aac “Vic -
tory” WWII soc -
cer game.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Fam ily Bizaard Desus &

:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Fam ily Bizaard High Maint Black Mon.

MONDAY

Television Listings
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nos: Wind Creek Casino & 
Hotel, Atmore, Wind Creek 
Casino & Hotel, Wetumpka 
and, Wind Creek Casino & 
Hotel. 

Barbara said the town 
she grew up in Lee County, 
Alabama was so prejudiced  
to the Indians back then but 
now come to them when 
they need help.  

The reason the Creek 
Indians were not moved off 
their land is because they 
hid in the hills and caves 
and the cavalry would not 
go in to try to find them. So 
left them alone.

Bazaar
AnnaVista bazaar will be  

April 13 from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Inside crafts, flea mar-
ket/yard sale and bake sale.  

Guests
Guests of Gaylon and 

Clara Cates were their 

nephew Raymond and 
Shari Butler from South 
Carolina.

Anna Kiwanis Club
The Anna Kiwanis Club 

will serve a fish fry in sup-
port of the A-JCHS Band 
Boosters, band and choir 
students April 13, from 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m., at the Ki-
wanis building at the Anna 
City Park. Tickets are $10.

Please purchase ticket(s) 
from any band member, 
band booster or show up on 
the day day of event at the 
Kiwanis building. 

Proceeds will go toward 
student accounts for extra-
curricular events as well 
as a new locker system for 
band instruments. 

Get-together 
Kerry Wills, his fian-

cé Cindi Kinder, Kerry’s 
three daughters Maci Wil-

lis, Chelsi and Chali Phelps 
and Kerry’s mother Carol 
Gordon enjoyed an eve-
ning out and eating at El 
Jalapeno. Carol said it was 
a blessing to her.

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Rev. Richard Sullins’ 
sermon was on Jesus being 
tempted in the wilderness 
with scripture from Luke 
and the Prayer of Confes-
sion.  

Special music was by 
Carla Anderson “On Eagles 
Wings.”  

The United Methodist 
Women are celebrating 150 
years. For Women’s History 
Month, Rev. Millie Sloan 
told about three women of 
the Bible: Eve who God 
created from Adam’s rib. 
Debra who was a ruler.  
Queen Esther who put her 

trust in God. 
Loaves and Fishes will 

be in the church fellowship 
Hall March 19.

Get Well
Howard Ziegler  has been 

in and out of hospitals  and 
rehab in Carbondale, Mur-
physboro, St. Louis and 
Benton  for the last three 
months. 

He got to come home 
last Monday from Ben-
ton Rehab,  but sadly he 
was admitted to Heartland 
Hospital in Marion with 
pneumonia on Thurs. They 
are also concerned that 
his infection may be back. 
Please keep Howard and 
Cathy in your prayers.

Anna VFW
A chicken and dumpling 

dinner will be served Friday 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Star 

Karaoke will be at the post 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

A St. Patrick’s Day party 
is planned Sunday, with 
Star Karaoke from 3 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Corned beef and 
cabbage starting at 3 p.m.

A-JCHS Band
April 2. Band Booster 

meeting. 6 p.m. in the band 
room. Kiwanis fish fry: 
students will sell tickets 
for the fish fry that will be 
held on April 13. Students 
will be asked to help at the 
fish fry too.

April 22. Deadline for 
entry to senior scholarship 
essay. All senior band mem-
bers are invited to enter 
the scholarship contest.  
The theme is “What Music 
Means to Me.”  It should be 
at least a page long.

May 7. Spring concert 
this is earlier than normal 

because the seniors last day 
is May 10. They will have 
the May meeting at 6 p.m.  
before the concert.

May 10. End of year 
picnic and Band Olympics. 
They will once again have 
an end of the year potluck 
picnic. This is for all family 
members as well as band 
members. They will eat 
around 6 p.m.  Boosters 
will have snacks and start 
setting up around 4 p.m.  
Students  and parents are 
welcome to come at any 
time.

May 11. Band Booster 
plant and yard sale just 
in time for Mother’s Day.    
For the yard sale you are 
welcome to bring your 
items to the band room 
starting on May 6. They 
ask that the items are clean 
and priced.
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Commentary

Protecting our borders
By John Reppert

As I am sure all your subscribers have noticed, our me-
dia have recently flooded us with stories about concerns in 
protecting our borders and the consequence of the inflow 
of unregistered immigrants.  

At one level this strikes me as odd, since in truth we 
are a nation of immigrants, as our few Native Americans 
would be glad to remind us.  

On the other hand it can be difficult to be comfortable 
with people who may not look like us, especially when 
they speak a language we do not understand.

However, as our history has clearly shown, this diver-
sity of people is one of the treasures of America. I hope 
the people of our nation and our town will see this an 
opportunity and not a risk and seek to benefit from dif-
ferent perspectives.

Most of us do not have too go back to far in our family 
tree to find those born outside the United States who grew 
up speaking different languages. We should help in our 
schools, community organizations, and neighborhoods to 
be instruments of immigration.

    This represents a special opportunity for young people 
to understand and appreciate other cultures. Because of a 
military background, I have had the privilege of living in 
other countries – Germany, Russia, Korea, Vietnam and 
shorter terms in others for a total of 17 years.  I regret none 
of them, although I wished they had not been shooting at 
me in Vietnam.

As we read the articles of concern about refugees enter-
ing our country, I hope that many of you will seek ways 
to help them integrate into our culture, learn our language 
and to discover what they have to contribute. 

***
(John Reppert is an Anna native and former editor of 

The Gazette-Democrat. He served in the U.S. Army, rising 
from the rank of private to brigadier general. He earned a 
PhD in international relations and taught at the University 
of Maryland. He also served as the executive director of 
research at Harvard University’s Belfer Center. He can be 
contacted by email at reppertjc@aol.com.)

To the voters of Anna, 
I am pleased to announce my candidacy for re-election 

for Mayor. 
It has been my pleasure to serve this community for the 

last four years as your Mayor. 
During this time we have accomplished many goals. 
They include new park improvements totaling nearly 

$500,000. We have completed Phase III of our Downtown 
Sidewalk Improvement Project. We have spent nearly one 
million dollars to date in these efforts.

 In addition, we have made numerous improvements to 
our Water, Sewer and Natural Gas Systems. 

These improvements are important for us to keep our 
infrastructure in the best condition possible. 

The improvements were accomplished without raising 
your Property Taxes. With careful planning and grant 
funding we were able to pay for all of these important 
improvements.

During my tenure as Mayor, I am pleased to report the 
City of Anna has been in the black the last 20 years on 
their budget. 

However, the work is not done. We are currently in a 
$400,000 Housing Rehabilitation Grant Program which 
will result in 10 homes being repaired. This program is 
at no cost to the homeowner. 

In addition, the City is partnering with the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation on a one million-dollar project 
to pave from the 4-way stop to the square in Jonesboro. 
This project is slated for this summer.

The City also has several abandoned properties sched-
uled for demolition. 

This is an important imitative to continue to improve 
the appearance of our community. We have plans for ad-
ditional Water System Improvement projects scheduled 
over the next two years.

I need your vote and support to continue the Future of 
Anna. Early voting begins February 21 at the courthouse 
and General Election is April 2 within the city precincts.

Please cast your vote for Steve Hartline for Anna Mayor.
Sincerely, Steve Hartline, Anna Mayor

Letter to the editor
Candidate addresses voters

Political letters to the editor
All letters to the editor endorsing, opposing or 

pertaining to political candidates must be published 
as paid election letters. They will be subject to a pub-
lication fee of $50.

A paid election letter must be paid for by the writer. 
If the letter is paid for by another individual or orga-
nization, that information must be stated, according 
to election laws.

A letter must be signed and must contain the name 
of the person who wrote the letter, the writer’s address 
and the writer’s telephone number. The telephone 
number will not be published, but must be included 
for verification purposes.

The deadline to submit a paid election letter, and 
payment for the letter, is noon on the Thursday prior 
to publication of the letter. 

Letters will not be published during the week im-
mediately prior to the election because there would no 
opportunity for a response. The newspaper reserves 
the right to edit a letter for clarity, brevity and legal 
purposes.

Flattering portrait? Nope. Especially if you happen to be a goose. Oh, well.

Dabbling with some more goose pictures...
Oh, no, you’re saying to yourself, not more bird pic-

tures. And they are gooses...again...
...even better, they are gooses cabooses.
A number of years ago, another traveler on The Jour-

ney Through Life suggested that we stop using so many 
photographs of white-tailed deer in the newspaper.

My thought was, and is, that the white-tailed deer is a 
rather important critter in our little corner of the world. 
Besides, they are beautiful, graceful creatures, which 
happen to be great for pictures.

Same goes for gooses. For the most part, they are grace-
ful creatures, unless, of course, they happen to get caught 
in what might seem like a rather unflattering pose.  

The gooses you see were on the loose one day last week 
at one of the places where your intrepid photographer 
happens to visit while on a daily walk.

The walk itself was much nicer than some of the excur-
sions that I’ve been on in recent weeks, mainly because my 
face did not freeze and I could still feel all of my fingers, 
which made taking the pictures a little bit easier.

I am going to guess that I have seen gooses in such poses 
in the past. However, on this particular day, the bottoms 
up images just seemed to catch my attention.

Turns out that when a goose has its backside on the 
upside, so to speak, the image is “a classic pose,” at least 
according to the naturestories.org website. 

The website explains that the image comes to be when 
“a duck or other waterfowl is swimming along when it up-
ends itself with its head underwater and its tail in the air.”

Turns out this behavior is called “dabbling.” And it’s 
a feeding behavior. It allows for the critters “to reach 
aquatic vegetation in shallow water without being fully 
submerged.”

To be honest with you, I have no idea what kinds of 
munchies the Canada gooses were enjoying while I was 
watching them dabble. The gooses did not offer to share 
any of their treats.

I did allow my simple little mind to wander a bit while 
pondering dabbling. Suppose other creatures engaged in 
the same sort of behavior.

Can you imagine what cows might look like if cows 
happened to dabble? Picture that in your mind: 10 or 20 
cows in a field, back ends up, straight in the air, while 
they graze.

And what if people dabbled? You walk into your favor-
ite restaurant and a room full of folks are munching on 
burgers and fries, back sides on the upside. 

I shared my ideas about dabbling cows and people with 
The Other Half. As she often does, she rolled her eyes and 
shook her head. The message, I think, was pretty simple: 
maybe I should dabble in something other than dabbling.

This image might be a little bit nicer...

Severe weather preparedness encouraged
As a record number of tornado outbreaks in December 

demonstrated, severe weather can happen at any time of 
the year.  

To help people better prepare for weather emergencies, 
the Illinois Emergency Management Agency, IEMA, 
and local emergency management agencies are promot-
ing Severe Weather Preparedness Month throughout the 
month of March.

The National Weather Service and state and local emer-
gency management officials strongly encourage people to 
have a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
NOAA, all hazards weather radio with battery backup.  

The radios can be programmed to receive alerts for 
specified counties to keep people apprised of impending 
weather and post-event information for all types of hazards 
including natural (earthquakes), environmental (chemical 
spills) and public safety hazards (AMBER alerts).  

When an alert is issued for the programmed area, the 
device will sound a warning alarm tone, followed by the 
essential information.

“Having a weather alert radio in your home can save 
your life,” IEMA acting director Alicia Tate-Nadeau said. 

“Much like a smoke detector or carbon monoxide de-
tector, these devices can alert you while you are sleeping 
in order to give you the time you need to get your family 
to safety.”

In this day and age of families constantly on the go, 
officials said it is also critical for people to have multiple 
ways to receive notifications and updated information 
about severe weather warnings.   

FEMA offers a free mobile app that provides fast and 
reliable weather alerts from the National Weather Service, 
NWS. The app can be tailored to offer alerts for up to five 
different locations nationwide.  

The mobile app can also help people locate open shel-
ters and disaster resource centers near them in the event 
of an emergency. 

For more information about what to do before, during 

and after a storm, visit www.Ready.Illinois.gov. The site 
offers a Severe Weather Preparedness Guide, developed by 
IEMA and NWS, which provides tips on how to prepare 
for all weather emergencies.  

Additional tips and information are available on the 
Ready Illinois Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
ReadyIllinois) and Twitter page (www.twitter.com/
ReadyIllinois).

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, March 13, 1969

A meeting was held Tuesday night in the A-J C.H.S. 
library to discuss the need for reform in the area school 
districts. Gordon Hanson, Director of the Department of 
School District Organization, spoke on the subject of “The 
Advantages of the Unit System Over the Dual System” 
and presented some extremely convincing arguments.

A new industry has located in Union County. Old 
Orchard Homes, Inc. will soon begin producing mobile 
homes in the 33,000 square foot former Metzler Orchard 
building on Rt. 51 north of Anna. The property will be 
purchased by the Anna Industrial Committee and leased 
to the new corporation with a purchase agreement.

Cobden American Legion Post 259 will hold its 50th 
Birthday Party tonight in Cobden.

Unusual low for this time of year of 17 degrees was 
recorded for Monday, March 10.

Easter Sunday is not far away and stores in Anna are 
well stocked with merchandise to brighten your day.

The Illinois Department of Personnel has announced 
that written Civil Service examinations will no longer be 
given at Anna State Hospital. This order was effective 
March 1.

Behind some hot shooting by David Day and Dick 
Pitts, the Anna Moose beat the KXOK All-Stars by the 
score of 65-54.
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