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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Remembering Mr. Lincoln
Next Wednesday, Abraham Lincoln will be remembered on the day of his 

birthday, which was Feb. 12, 1809. Lincoln was born in Hodgenville, Ky., and 
would eventually move to Illinois. In one of the landmark events of Union 
County history, Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas engaged in one of a series 
of U.S. Senate campaign debates on Sept. 15, 1858. The debate took place on 
what is now the site of the Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds in Jonesboro. The 
site is managed by the U.S. Forest Service. Statues of Lincoln and Douglas 
stand on the picnic grounds.

Snowy night in Union County
A Canadian National freight train was heading south through snow which was falling Wednesday night, 

Jan. 29, in Cobden. Snow had started falling during the afternoon and continued into the early evening. 
The National Weather Service office in Paducah was calling for the possibility of sleet or freezing rain 
Wednesday night, Feb. 5, in parts of Southern Illinois and Southeast Missouri. The wintry precipitation 
followed heavy rain which fell on Tuesday, Feb. 4, in parts of Southern Illinois, Southeast Missouri and 
Western Kentucky. The weather service issued a flood warning Tuesday morning which included Pulaski 
and Alexander counties in Southern Illinois. More rain was in the forecast for Wednesday afternoon 
and evening.

Legal action filed over alleged FOID delays

***
An American Red Cross 

blood drive is planned from 
noon to 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 13, at the First Baptist 
Church in Anna.

***
Illinois State Police Dis-

trict 22 has welcomed two 
new troopers: Tylor Barber 
and Robert Kraemer. Both 
graduated from the Illinois 
State Police Academy last 
fall. Union County is in 
District 22.

***
If you want to learn more 

about a significant chap-
ter in the nation’s history, 
check out the upcoming 
Civil War Weekend at the 
Anna Arts Center.

***
The Union County Child 

Abuse Prevention Com-
mittee plans to meet from 
10:30 a.m. to noon Feb. 19 
at Kiki’s CoffeeHouse in 
downtown Anna.

***
University of Illinois 

Extension plans to offer 
a soil and water manage-
ment webinar for certified 
crop advisers Feb. 20. The 
Extension office in Anna 
will be one of the locations 
for the event.

***

Latest (live) armadillo 
update: this photo shared 
with the newspaper features 
one of the critters, which 
was seen in the LaRue-Pine 
Hills area.

A reader shared a pho-
tograph of a barred owl 
which was seen Jan. 29 in 
Alto Pass.

Guest speakers, exhibits, 
an open house, a dinner and 
other events are planned 
during an upcoming Civil 
War Weekend in Union 
County.

The Shawnee Hills Arts 
Council is planning to spon-
sor the Civil War Weekend 
Feb. 7-9 at the Anna Arts 
Center. The arts center is 
located at 125 W. Davie St. 
in Anna.

The weekend is sched-
uled to kick off with a Blue 
and Gray Dinner, which is 
set for 6 p.m. Friday.

The guest speaker is 
scheduled to be Paul Shet-
ley, who wrote the book 
titled “The Bloody Ninth: 
A Chronicle of the Ninth 
Illinois Volunteer Infantry 
Regiment in the Civil War.” 

A wide range of activi-
ties are planned Saturday, 
Feb. 8.

The Anna Arts Center is 

scheduled to be open from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 8, for people to visit 
exhibits which will be on 
display. Children’s activi-
ties are planned. Saturday’s 
activities are free.

Gues t  speakers  a re 
scheduled to talk about the 
impact of the Civil War in 
Southern Illinois. 

The first speaker on Sat-
urday morning is scheduled 
to be Paul Shetley. His pre-
sentation is set for 9 a.m. 
Shetley will discuss cavalry 
tactics.

The schedule of guest 
speakers for the rest of the 
day follows:

10 a.m. Dr. Susan White-
mountain will talk about the 
role cotton played.

11 a.m. U.S. Forest Ser-
vice archaeologist Heather 
Carey will talk about action 
at Battery Rock.

(continued on page 2)

Civil War Weekend
set at Anna Arts Center

VFW Voice of Democracy audio-essay contest

A-JCHS student honored as district winner

By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News Illinois

jnowicki@capitol-
newsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – A pair 
of gun rights advocacy 
groups are suing the Illinois 
State Police, its director and 
the chief of the Illinois State 
Police Firearms Services 
Bureau for “not acting in a 
timely manner on Firearm 
Owner Identification card 
and concealed carry ap-
plications.”

The Illinois State Rifle 
Association and the Second 
Amendment Foundation 
filed the lawsuit in U.S. 
District Court alleging vio-

lations of Second Amend-
ment rights.

“The citizens of Illinois 
have been delayed get-
ting their FOID cards for 
months,” ISRA executive 
director Richard Pearson 
said in a news release.

“We have tried to work 
with the State Police on 
this matter, but nothing is 
happening. We are left with 
no other choice but to file a 
lawsuit.”

The gun rights groups 
said the lawsuit was filed 
on behalf of Illinois resi-
dents Ryan A. Thomas and 
Goran Lazic in the Northern 

District of Illinois, Eastern 
Division federal court. 

The news release said 
Thomas and Lazic have 
been waiting for their FOID 
cards and licenses for three 
years.

The lawsuit contends the 
State Police, “has swept or 
transferred funds totaling 
more than ($29.5 million) 
from the State Police Fire-
arms Services Fund, the 
State Police Operations 
Assistance Fund, and the 
State Police Services Fund 
away from these funds and 
into other accounts.” 

According to the com-

plaint, the money should 
have been used for the 
administration of the FOID 
card act, background checks 
for firearm-related services, 
and concealed carry licens-
ing.

“Instead, the more than 
($29.5 million) has been 
subject to interfund trans-
fers which are ostensibly 
to be repaid but which have 
not been, or swept into 
other accounts without an 
obligation to reimburse the 
funds at all,” according to 
the lawsuit.

“The sweeping of funds 
has denied qualified Illinois 

citizens their rights and the 
ability to defend themselves 
and their families,” SAF 
founder and executive vice 
president Alan Gottlieb said 
in the release. 

“Because of this practice, 
ISP processing of FOID and 
concealed carry applica-
tions has slowed to a crawl, 
allowing paperwork to lan-
guish. That’s not just poor 
performance, it’s pathetic.”

ISP spokesperson Beth 
Hundsdorfer, however, said 
in a statement the ISP does 
“not have the authority to 
‘sweep’ funds.”

(continued on page 2)

Unseasonab ly  mi ld 
temperatures highlighted 
Union County’s weather 
during the period of Jan. 28 
through Feb. 3.

A high temperature of 
67 degrees was recorded 
on Sunday, Feb. 3. The 
low for the period was 29 
on Jan. 29.

Precipitation for the pe-
riod included .13 of an inch 
of rain (and a trace of snow) 
on Jan. 29, .01 of an inch of 
rain on Jan. 30 and .12 of an 
inch of rain on Jan. 31.

Fog was recorded on Jan. 
28 and 29.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, Jan. 28         33 29
Wednesday, Jan. 29    36 32
Thursday, Jan. 30       40 33
Friday, Jan. 31             44 36
Saturday, Feb. 1          51 30
Sunday, Feb. 2            66 31
Monday, Feb. 3          67 43

January Weather
The high temperature for 

the month of January was 
65 degrees, recorded on 
Jan. 11. The average high 
was 46.

The low for the month 
was 16, recorded on Jan. 20. 
The average low was 30.

Precipitation for the 
month totalled 7.25 inches. 
The most rain in a 24-hour 
period totalled 2.52 inches, 
recorded on Jan. 11. 

A short-lasting tornado 
occurred in Ware on Jan. 11.

Only a trace of snow was 
recorded during January.

Weather
High temperature
67 degrees Sunday

Madilyn
Gawrych-Turner

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
District 15 has announced 
Madilyn Gawrych-Turner 
as the district’s winner of 
the Voice of Democracy 
audio-essay contest.  

The 2019-2020 theme 
was “What Makes America 
Great.”  

Gawrych-Turner was 

sponsored by the VFW’s 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 in Anna, where Phil-
lip Wright is the Auxiliary 
president and the post com-
mander is Jerry Forcht. 

Gawrych-Turner was 
honored at the district’s 
awards banquet on Jan. 4, 
which encompasses the 12 
southernmost counties of 
Illinois.

Gawrych-Turner re-
ceived a plaque, a cer-
tificate, medals, other prizes 
and $400 for winning local 
and district competitions.  

She will now move to the 
state competition, and vie 
for monetary awards and 
scholarships.  

Gawrych-Turner is not 
new to VFW essay contests.  
In 2017, as an 8th grader, 
she won over $5,000 as the 
local, district, state and sec-

ond place national Patriot’s 
Pen winner.  The Patriot’s 
Pen contest is for junior 
high age students.

The state competition 
is scheduled Feb. 7-9 in 
Springfield.

Gawrych-Turner, along 
with the other 18 district 
winners and their families, 
will be official guests of 
the Illinois VFW for the 
weekend.  

The students will have 
a meet and greet, witness 
a ceremony at President 
Abraham Lincoln’s Tomb, 
visit the Abraham Lin-
coln Presidential Museum 
and Library, and will be 
honored at a formal state 
awards banquet where the 
12th through first place 
winners will be announced.  
Those winners will receive 
monetary awards.  

Last year’s VFW Depart-
ment of Illinois awarded a 
total of $14,000 in scholar-
ship funds to the district-
winning entries.  

The first-place winner 
will represent the VFW 
Department of Illinois in 
Washington, D.C., where 
the winner and his/her fam-
ily will join 53 other final-
ists from the other VFW 
departments worldwide to 
compete for $154,000 in 
scholarships. First place 
receives a $30,000 schol-
arship.

Gawrych-Turner is a ju-
nior at Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School, 
where Crystal Houseman 
is her English teacher.  She 
is the daughter of Rod-
ney and Pamela Turner of 
Jonesboro.

(continued on page 2)
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Voice of Democracy

A  V O I C E  F O R  S O U T H E R N  I L L I N O I S

JOHN HOWARD
115TH DISTRICT STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Republican grain and beef cattle farmer-Pro-life, 
pro 2nd amendment, against progressive tax, looking to bring 

fiscal responsibility to state government
Paid for by Committee to Elect John Howard.

Pol. Adv.

7-13G

Your local quilting, 
knitting, embroiderY & 
cross stitch source 

Commercial Quilting and Embroidery Available
Classes Offered • Local Artwork

Ilse Easterly, Store Manager
Email Ilse with your questions:
hereandnowinanna@gmail.com

8GP

Tuesday – Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
319 S Main Street, Anna, IL 62906

1-618-833-0845

8-11G

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor

311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999 edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Make your financial
future a priority.

(continued from page 1)

The Voice of Democracy 
scholarship competition is 
especially designed for high 
school students in grades 
9 through 12, including 
home-schooled students. 

The program dates back 
to 1947 and continues to 
be one of the VFW’s most 
exciting programs. 

The VFW annually com-
mits $3 million in schol-
arships and incentives at 
the post, district, state and 
national levels.

Participants write and 
then record a three to five 
minute essay on a patriotic 
theme selected annually. 

The Voice of Democracy 
is endorsed by the National 
Association of Secondary 
School Principals and is 
designed to foster patrio-
tism in the participants and 
to enhance their written and 
oral communication skills. 

In addition, this pro-
gram demonstrates to local 
schools and community the 
VFW’s interest of the youth 
of today.

Madilyn Gawrych-Turn-
er’s winning entry follows:

What Makes 
America Great

What makes something 
great? In today’s world, 
great may be judged by the 
number of “likes” some-
thing gets on social media 
or how quickly something 
goes viral on the World 
Wide Web.  

Lately, you can’t turn 
on the television without 
hearing something about, 
“making America great” or 
“keeping it great.” 

No matter if you consider 
yourself a liberal, a conser-
vative, or somewhere in 
between, we all share the 
common bond of being 
an American. Due to that 
united thread that holds our 
country together, we can all 
agree that even though our 
country may not be perfect, 
indeed it is the greatest 
country, but what is it that 
truly makes America great?  
Ronald Reagan once said, 
“America has always been 
greatest when we dared to 
be great.”   

America’s greatness be-
gan at the birth of our nation 
when our daring forefathers 
wrote and implemented our 
democratic government.  
Since the founders of our 
country had the foresight 
to implement a constitution 
that could be amended, with 
the growth of our country, 
our government was able 
to grow as well.  The fram-

ers turned away from the 
patterns of privilege of the 
past, and focused on its 
people’s unalienable rights.  
America is great because it 
allows all of its citizens to 
play an integral role in our 
government, and therefore, 
gives everyone a voice. 

From our country’s hum-
ble beginnings, our nation 
transformed into the most 
industrialized nation in the 
world. Our American entre-
preneurship and sedulous 
attitude has given us Edi-
son’s lightbulb, the Wright 
brothers’ airplane, Ford’s 
assembly line, and even 
Jobs’ iphone. Americans 
are never satisfied with the 
status quo. Our daring in-
ventors and scientists spend 
long days and sleepless 
nights improving the latest 
electronic device or trying 
to find a cure for cancer.  
These innovators continue 
to make America great.

I see America’s great-
ness in our military per-
sonnel of today and our 
veterans of our past. These 
brave men and women have 
protected our lands and 
our freedoms. However, 
what makes America great 
doesn’t always transpire 
in America. For when our 
soldiers are fighting for 
freedom overseas, whether 
it be in the dry deserts of 
Afghanistan, in the freezing 
forests of Belgium, or in the 
sultry jungles of Vietnam, 
our daring U.S. military 
make America great. The 
words of Army veteran and 
U.S. Representative, Rod-
ney Frelinghuysen, are so 
true: “Veterans are a symbol 
of what makes our nation 
great, and we must never 
forget all they have done to 
ensure our freedom.” 

America’s greatness can 
be seen in our humanitarian 
efforts. When a hurricane  
sweeps through an entire 
coastal region of the south 
or east, a wildfire destroys 
thousands of acres in the 

west, a snowstorm cripples 
the north, or a flood engulfs 
the heartland, Americans 
come together to give aid, 
blood, prayers, and hope.  

When man made trag-
edies occur, I see America’s 
greatness in our first re-
sponders for their fearless-
ness to run toward danger 
instead of running away. 
Average citizens who fight 
against the tyrant - whether 
it be on a hijacked airplane, 
a holy place of worship, a 
crowded concert, or even 
a classroom filled with 
innocent children. Actor 
Dean Cain who played the 
role of Superman reminds 
us, “Real heroes don’t wear 
capes.  Real superheroes are 
members of our military, 
law enforcement, and first 
responders.”

I see greatness in Amer-
ica’s daring hard working 
citizens. From the white 
collared businessmen on 
Wall Street to the blue col-
lared workers in our fac-
tories, from the farmers in 
our fields to the teachers in 
our classrooms, from the 
doctors and nurses in our 
hospitals to the truckers on 
our country’s highways, 
and in every job in between, 
their labor makes our coun-
try great.  

I see America’s great-
ness in the eyes of our 
children.  President George 
H.W. Bush said, “If anyone 
tells you that America’s 
best days are behind her, 
they’re looking the wrong 
way.” American’s great-
ness is in our future. Who 
knows what remarkable 
achievements our children 
will attain. They will make 
the daring ideas of today 
become the realities of 
tomorrow.

In conclusion, America 
is great due to the daring 
efforts of everyone. Our 
forefathers made America 
great by creating our demo-
cratic government.  Our 
military makes America 
great by protecting our free-
doms. Our citizens made 
and keep America great by 
contributing their labor and 
participating in government 
elections. Look in the mir-
ror, and you will see what 
else makes America great; 
I dare you.

“In 2015 and 2018, $13.2 
million was swept from the 
Firearms Service Fund into 
the general fund during the 
budget crisis. Under the 
current fiscal year, funds 
have not been swept, allow-
ing the Firearms Services 
Bureau to start filling 17 
analyst vacancies, procure 
technology to offer better 
customer service and to be-
gin building a new Appeals 
Bureau,” she said.

She added that 90 percent 
of FOID applications were 
on average processed in 
fewer than 30 days and it 
took an average of 65 days 
to renew a FOID card in 
2019.

1 p.m. Mike Jones, the 
director of the General 
John A. Logan Museum in 
Murphysboro, is scheduled 
to speak.

2 p.m. Marlene Rivero 
will portray Harriet Tub-
man.

3 p.m. Historian Glen 
Bishop will give a presen-
tation titled “Holding on to 
the Last Man.”

The PAST organization 
of Union County plans to 
welcome visitors to its Her-
itage House in Jonesboro on 
Sunday, Feb. 9.

An open house is sched-
uled from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Heritage House is lo-
cated at 102 S. Main St. in 
Jonesboro. Admission will 
be $5 per person.

For more information 
about the Civil War Week-
end, visit www.southern-
mostillinois.com.

(continued from page 1)

(continued from page 1)

FOID

Civil War
Weekend

Anna police 
chief issues
monthly report

The Anna Police Depart-
ment has issued an activ-
ity report for the month of 
January. 

The report was issued by 
Anna Police Chief Bryan 
Watkins.

Highlights from the re-
port follow:

48 adult verbal warnings 
issued. 48 adult written 
warnings issued. 

174 radio/officer initiated 
calls. 180 phone initiated 
calls. 29 walk-in initiated 
calls. 140 investigations.

Eight traffic misdemean-
or arrests. Seven warrant 
arrests. 

One  traffic felony arrest. 
Four ordinance violation 
citation arrests. 12 criminal 
felony arrests.

18 criminal misdemeanor 
arrests. 33 traffic citation 
arrests.

January’s weather
warmer, wetter than
normal in region

Temperatures averaged 
around 5 to 6 degrees above 
normal during January in 
Southern Illinois, South-
east Missouri and Western 
Kentucky.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
reported on its website that 
it was the warmest start to 
January on record through 
the 18th at Paducah and 
Cape Girardeau.

However, the final two 
weeks of the month were 
cooler, helping to bring 
down the average tempera-
ture. 

The month officially 
ended as the sixth warmest 
January in Cape Girardeau 
and ninth warmest in Pa-
ducah.

Local weather observer 
Dana Cross recorded a high 
temperature of 65 degrees 
in Jonesboro during Janu-
ary. The low for the month 
was 16.

January was a wet month 
across the region, with 
above normal precipitation 
nearly everywhere. 

The corridor that ob-
served the most precipi-

tation was across north-
ern portions of Southeast 
Missouri extending into 
portions of Southern Il-
linois from the Carbondale 
area northeastward to the 
I-64 corridor and then into 
southwest Indiana. 

Some areas picked up 3 
to 4-plus inches above nor-
mal January precipitation 
amounts. 

Monthly totals ranged 
from around 4 to 5 inches in 
western Kentucky to 6-plus 
inches in northern and west-
ern portions of the Paducah 
office’s forecast area.

Dana Cross recorded 
7.25 inches of rain in Jones-
boro during January.

Although it was a wet 
month, precipitation was 
mostly all in the liquid 
form. 

Snowfall was well below 
normal for the month, with 
no measurable snow occur-
ring in Paducah.

This was the first January 
with no measurable snow in 
Paducah since 2007.

Only a trace of snow was 
recorded in Jonesboro.

January adult-use
cannabis sales top
$39 million in Illinois

to ensure legalization is 
equitable and accessible for 
all Illinoisans.”

In January, the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture, 
IDOA, released applica-
tions for cannabis infuser, 
craft grower and transporter 
licenses. The applications 
are available on the depart-
ment’s website.

IDOA plans to begin 
accepting completed ap-
plications on Friday, Feb. 
14, and all cannabis infuser, 
transporter and craft grower 
applications must be sub-
mitted by 5 p.m. CST on 
Monday, March 16.

Social equity applicants 
will receive additional 
points on their application 
and are eligible to receive 
technical assistance, grants, 
low-interest loans and fee 
reductions and waivers. In 
the coming weeks, IDOA 
will be partnering with the 
Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportu-
nity to provide informa-
tion workshops across the 
state to answer questions 
and assist interested appli-
cants. Additional informa-
tion about the timing and 
location of workshops will 
be available in the coming 
days. 

The Illinois Department 
of Financial and Profes-
sional Regulation on Feb. 
3 announced that state-
wide adult-use cannabis 
sales in January totaled 
$39,247,840.83. 

Dispensaries across the 
state sold 972,045 items 
over the 31-day period. 
Union County is home to 
one of the dispensaries, 
which is in Anna.

Sales to Illinois residents 
totaled $30,611,632.22, 
while sales to out-of-
state residents totaled 
$8,636,208.61. 

A portion of every canna-
bis sale will be reinvested in 
communities harmed most 
by the failed war on drugs.

“The successful launch 
of the Illinois’ legal can-
nabis industry represents 
new opportunities for en-
trepreneurs and the very 
communities that have his-
torically been harmed by 
the failed war on drugs,” 
said Toi Hutchinson, senior 
advisor for cannabis control 
to Gov. JB Pritzker. 

“The administration is 
dedicated to providing mul-
tiple points of entry into this 
new industry, from dispen-
sary owners to transporters, 
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Open house, Civil War talk set
at PAST’s Heritage House Museum

A presentation about 
Southern Illinois history 
and an exhibit to honor 
America’s first president 
are planned by the PAST’s 
organization of Union 
County’s Heritage House 
Museum in Jonesboro.

Heritage House is lo-
cated at 102 S. Main St. in 
Jonesboro.

Open House, Civil War 
Presentation

PAST plans to welcome 
visitors to the Heritage  
House Museum in Jones-
boro on Sunday, Feb. 9.

An open house is sched-
uled from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Heritage House is lo-
cated at 102 S. Main St. in 
Jonesboro. Admission will 
be $5 per person.

The  open  house  i s 
planned at the upcoming 
Civil War Weekend which 
is planned at the Shawnee 
Hills Arts Council’s Anna 
Arts Center in Anna.

A presentation by local 
historian and author Darrel 
Dexter is scheduled at 2 
p.m. Sunday.

Dexter plans to present a 
program about the import-
ant role which Mound City 
played during the Civil War.

H o n o r i n g  G e o r g e 
Washington

A special featured exhibit 
at PAST’s Heritage House 
Museum during February is 
an exhibit to honor Ameri-
ca’s fi rst president, George 
Washington.

On display in the mu-
seum’s Quilt Room is a 
specially designed and con-
structed bed cover made 
in 1932 to commemorate 
the 200th anniversary of 
the birth of George Wash-
ington.

The United States of 
America observed the 200th 
anniversary of George 
Washington’s birth with a 
nationwide celebration.

In 1932, a special “quilt” 
was made to enter patriotic 
art classes at the Illinois 
State Fair.  The maker could 
not find the pictures she 
needed to portray the life 
of George Washington, so 
she designed and drew them 
herself.

She then carved the 
designs from linoleum 
blocks, used printers’ ink 
and stamped the images on 
to yellow satin fabric.  

She sewed the satin 
blocks together with blue 
satin sashing to complete 
the pictorial story.  

The piece was a double 
prize winner at the Illinois 
State Fair. The prize blue 
ribbons accompany the 
display.

The special  quil t  is 
shared with PAST by Betty 
Bland of Cobden, who in-
herited the heirloom from 
her family.

PAST also highlighted 
some of the other special 
exhibits which can be seen 
at the Heritage House Mu-
seum.

Lincoln Collections
In addition to the regular 

Lincoln Room exhibits, a 
special wall hanging is on 
exhibit.  

With a Lincoln-Douglas 
debate theme, the stitchery 
collage tells the story of 
Abraham Lincoln and Ste-
phen Douglas coming to the 
frontier town of Jonesboro 
in 1856.   

The scene includes the 
Mississippi River, the for-
ests, pioneer cabins and 
“life” on the land.  

Special hand-stitched 
blocks depict Lincoln’s 
visit to the Union Hotel, the 
Eli Eddleman cabin with 
a spinning wheel, the old 
Union County Courthouse 
on the square and a “new” 
courthouse building.

The wall hanging was 
a group project involving 
local women who are im-
pacted in some way by the 
Shawnee National Forest in 
Southern Illinois.  

Archeologist Mary Mc-
Corvie of the U.S. Forest 
Service coordinated the 
project.

Underground Railroad 
Secret Quilt Code

The Underground Rail-
road that was a part of 
Civil War history was not 
a railroad at all, but a net-
work of people who were 
sympathetic to the suffering 
of fl eeing enslaved people.  

The “railroad” was a 
system of helping runaways 
get to safety in the north.  

Tradition says that quilt 
patterns had “secret” or 
guarded meanings to serve 
as guide lines to people as 
they traveled.

There are those who 
doubt the validity of the 

tradition, but the designs 
still have meaning today 
and are used often in period 
quilts and stitchery and to 
help tell the stories of the 
Civil War Era.

Quilts on display at the 
Heritage House Museum 
explain the Underground 
Railroad secret quilt code.

Sanitary Commission
The government agency 

commissioned by President 
Lincoln as the “Sanitary 
Commission” was actually 
America’s fi rst health de-
partment.  

A pictorial and quilt ex-
hibit is on display in the 
Heritage House Quilt Room 
to commemorate the agen-
cy and its impact on the 
welfare of the soldiers.

Civil War Soldier Cot 
Quilts

Women on the home 
front during the Civil War 
time, as in most all times of 
confl ict, rallied to support 
their troops in whatever 
way they could.  

They sewed garments, 
knitted caps, made bandag-
es and created quilts to con-
tribute to the comfort and 
well-being of the soldiers.  

The soldier cot quilts 
were made a certain size 
and often were signed by 
the women who made them.  

Today, quilt groups make 
replicas of the Civil War 
quilts to help tell their 
stories.  Today’s replica 
quilts are made as “comfort 
quilts” to be given to the 
loved ones of fallen heroes.  

Examples of these quilts 
are on display at the Heri-
tage House Museum.

Union County Soil, Water
Conservation District invites
community to open house

The directors of the 
Union County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
invite the community to 
attend an upcoming open 
house.

The district’s directors 
are Carlyn Light, Larry 
Hale, Dana Eddleman, Kent 
Treece and Bill Littrell.

The open house is sched-
uled for Tuesday, Feb. 11, at 

‘Women’s Voices’ art 
exhibit planned at SIU

An exhibit that features 
the work of 23 area female 
artists was scheduled to 
open early this week at 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale’s University 
Museum. 

The seven-week exhibit 
is scheduled to be on display 
through March 21 at the 
museum, which is located 
in Faner Hall on the SIUC 
campus. 

“You’ll see everything 
from puppets to glass, as 

well as paintings and multi-
media work,” said Paulette 
Aronson, a participating 
artist in the exhibit. 

Aronson, of Union Coun-
ty, is an SIUC alumna. Aron-
son earned her bachelor of 
fi ne arts degree from SIUC.  

She taught art locally 
at Egyptian Community 
School Unit 5, Anna School 
District 37 and Shawnee 
Community College be-
fore retiring from full-time 
teaching. 

Anna VFW
plans fi sh fry

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 plans to serve a fi sh 
fry on Friday, Feb. 7.

Serving is planned from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the post, 
which is located at 70 VFW 
Ln. near Anna.

The menu will include 
fish, potato salad, slaw, 
baked beans, onions, pick-
les, hush puppies and bread 
for a $10 donation. 

The fi sh fry is open to the 
public. Carry outs will be 
available.

Star Karaoke will start 
at 6 p.m.

Artists whose works will 
be featured in the exhibit 
include: 

Aronson, Lisa Barnes, 
Laura Basanta, Katie Burk, 
Kari Collins, Prydnya Dhar-
madhikari, Eileen Doman, 
Teresa Fix.

Sue Gindlesparger, Kar-
en Linduska, Rachael Mal-
colm Ensor, Renee Ma-
vigliano, Linda McMillen, 
Barb Naas.

Mary O’Hara, DeSande 
R, Melody Shimada, Sar-
ah Shoot, Ty Shults, Joan 
Skiver-Levy, Jan Thomas, 
Tabitha Smith Tripp, Jan 
York.

Aronson said the exhibit 
is the right time for some-
thing like this to happen 
with the current political 
climate, empowering wom-
en in the national discus-
sion, and the anniversary 
of the women’s suffrage 
initiative. 

That initiative, which 
gave women the right to 
vote, is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary as the 19th 
Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution passed in Au-
gust 1920. 

University Museum reg-
ularly rolls out new ex-
hibits. 

Last year Wes Stoerger, 
curator of exhibits, had a 
plan to sponsor exhibits fea-
turing community artists. 

At that point, Teresa Fix, 
a former assistant director 
of Carbondale Community 
Arts who has an extensive 
knowledge of local artists 
and their work, approached 
Stoerger and proposed a 
show of women’s art cen-
tered on a theme of “the 
need to create.” 

Fix then began to contact 
area artists and inviting 
them to exhibit their work. 

“We hope this can be-
come a yearly exhibit,” 
Aronson said. 

An opening reception  for 
the exhibit is planned from 
4 to 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 7, 
in the museum. 

Univers i ty  Museum 
is open Tuesday through 
Friday, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.; and from 1 to 4 p.m. 
on Saturday. The museum 
is closed on Sunday and 
Monday.

the USDA building at 201 
Springfi eld Ave. in Anna.

Doors are scheduled to 
open at 7 a.m. The open 
house will continue until 
5 p.m.

Activities during the day 
will include voting for three 
directors to the soil and 
water conservation district 
board.

Voting also is planned for 
the county winner in a 5th 
grade poster contest.

Schools in the county 
has entered a poster which 
was created by a 5th grade 
student at each school.

The county winner’s 
poster will be sent to state 
competition for conserva-
tion districts in Illinois.

The theme for this year’s 
poster contest is “Where 
would we ‘Bee’ without 
Pollinators?”

The open house is a 
come-and-go-at-your-lei-
sure event. 

Information will  be 
available about programs 
and conservation practic-
es which are available to 
Union County land owners.

A lunch will be provided 
at noon.

A presentation about cur-
rent conservation events is 
scheduled to begin at 10:30 
a.m. and will continue after 
lunch.

For more information 
about the open house, call 
the Union County Soil and 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict/NRCS offi ce at 833-
5666, extension 3028.

Zachary Odum
Zachary Odum of Anna 

has been named to the 
fall semester dean’s list at 
McKendree University in 
Lebanon.

Zachary is the son of 
Robert and Vicki Odum. He 
is a 2018 graduate of An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School.

Dean’s list recognition 
requires a grade point av-
erage of 3.6 or higher.

Zachary Odum
honor student



Sports
Page 4 - Section A                                                                              Thursday, February 6, 2020                                                                           The Gazette-Democrat

A-JCHS Elite 8 team, coach honored
Anna-Jonesboro Community High School hosted a special ceremony at halftime of the varsity boys’ 

basketball game on Saturday night, Feb. 1, in the school’s Union Hall gymnasium. The event celebrated 
the 35th anniversary of the 1985 A-J Wildcats basketball team, which advanced to the quarterfinals of the 
state championship tournament. The team finished 21-9 for the season and won a regional championship, 
sectional championship and super-sectional championship on its way to the state finals in Champaign. 

Players, coaches and managers for the team assembled on the court for recognition. They were 
joined by the families of Jimmy Morrison and Brian Garrett, two players from the team who have since 
passed away. 

The team’s head coach Mike Crews, seated in the photograph, was further honored by being named 
the inaugural inductee into the A-JCHS Coaches Hall of Fame. 

The 1985 A-J Wildcats Elite 8 state basketball team’s roster and coaches were highlighted in the 
program for Saturday night’s game. They included Jimmy Morrison, Brian Garrett, Brian Ury, Rob Wright, 
Roger Choate, Joel Reed, David Prater, Jeff Denny, Doug Crews, Tim Greenwood, David Marvel, Brian 
Craig, RJ Crunk, Billy Morris, Larry Dotson, Tim Hammon; managers Tyler Ragan and Brad Stearns; 
Mike Crews, head coach; Ron Knupp and D.W. Davis, assistant coaches. Photo by Benjamin Marxer.

Cobden improves to 17-8
with two recent victories

The Cobden High School 
boys’ basketball team won 
twice last week.

Cobden 50, Chester 34: 
The Appleknockers took a  
first quarter lead on their 
way to the win at the Pinck-
neyville Shootout Saturday, 
Feb. 1.

Joe Brumleve led the 
way for Cobden with 20 
points.

Dylan Lewey added 10 
points, Noah Franklin 6, 
Alex Remsey and Jose 
Lopez 5 apiece and Tyler 
Franklin 2. 

Cobden 59, Century 33: 
The visiting Appleknockers 

spoiled the Centurions’ 
homecoming festivities 
with a South Egyptian Con-
ference win Tuesday, Jan. 
28.

Brumleve led the way for 
Cobden with 16 points.

Noah Franklin added 15 
points, Lewey 11, Rem-
sey 10, Lopez 3 and Tyler 
Franklin and Edwin Funes 
2 apiece.

Cobden, 17-8, is sched-
uled to  play a t  home 
Friday in a conference 
matchup with Egyptian. 
The Appleknockers play 
again Saturday at West 
Frankfort.

Lady Wildcats look
for 20th win of season

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
girls’ basketball  team 
posted a 2-1 record last 
week.

A-J 53, Sesser-Valier/
Waltonville 28: The Lady 
Wildcats built an early lead 
on their way to the win at 
the Benton Shootout Sat-
urday, Feb. 1.

Mikayla Bundren led A-J 
with 13 points, 2 rebounds 
and an assist.

Anna Hess had 12 points, 
4 rebounds, an assist and a 
steal. Jaylee Watkins had 8 
points, 2 assists, a steal and 
a rebound. 

Kristin  Edmonds had 6 
points, 3 rebounds, 3 assists 
and 2 steals. Sydnie Ralls 
had 6 points, a rebound and 
an assist. 

Raegan Cruse had 5 
points, 3 assists and a re-
bound. Addison Denny had 
3 points, 12 rebounds and 
3 steals.

A-J 42, Pinckneyville 
29: The host Lady Wild-
cats were ahead 14-5 after 
one quarter on their way 
to the Southern Illinois 
River-to-River Conference 
Mississippi Division win 
Thursday, Jan. 30.

Cruse led the way with 
12 points, 3 rebounds, 3 
assists and a steal.

Bundren had 11 points, 
2 rebounds, 2 assists and 
a steal. Edmonds had 9 

points, 6 assists and a re-
bound. 

Hess had 3 points, 7 re-
bounds, a steal and a block. 
Ralls had 3 points. Addison 
Denny had 2 points, 13 
rebounds, an assist and a 
steal. Watkins had 2 points 
and a rebound.

Carterville 43, A-J 32: 
The visiting Lady Wildcats 
couldn’t recover from an 
8-7 first quarter deficit in 
the conference loss Tues-
day, Jan. 28.

Bundren had 14 points, 
2 rebounds, 2 assists and a 
steal to lead A-J.

Addison Denny had 11 
points, 8 rebounds and 
an assist. Edmonds had 6 
points, 2 rebounds, 2 assists 
and a steal. 

Cruse had a point and 4 
rebounds. Hess had a point, 
4 rebounds and 2 assists. 
Watkins had 2 assists. Ralls 
had a rebound.

A-J closes out its regular 
season Thursday, today, at 
home with a conference 
game against Sparta.

The Lady Wildcats are 
19-10 overall and 3-5 in the 
conference. A-J is looking 
for its 20th win of the reg-
ular season for the second 
consecutive year today.

A-J is slated to play in the 
Class 2A regional at Vien-
na. A-J opens play against 
Murphysboro at 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 10.

A-J wrestling
team in 
action

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
wrestling team hosted 
Sparta and Murphysboro 
in a doubleheader match 
on Tuesday, Jan. 28. 
The competition was 
held in the Union Hall 
gymnasium at A-JCHS. 
The Wildcats won both 
matches.

In the picture above, 
the Wildcats warmed 
up for the match against 
Sparta. A-J won the 
match by a score of 
54-24.

In the bottom picture, 
A - J  w r e s t l e r  J a c e 
Huckstep had his hand 
raised in victory after 
a third-period pinfall 
win over Jayden Jones 
from Sparta. Photos by 
Benjamin Marxer.

Crews first coach
inducted into A-JCHS
Coaches Hall of Fame

Former Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ basketball coach 
Mike Crews was inducted 
as the first coach in A-J’s 
Coaches Hall of Fame at the 
Wildcats’ home  basketball 
game against West Frank-
fort Saturday night, Feb. 1.

A-J athletics director 
Rick Livesay read the hon-
ors Crews received during 
his 35 years of teaching 
and 39 years of coaching 
through 2010.

He was head coach at 
Carlyle and Elverado be-
fore taking over A-J’s pro-
gram.

Basketball titles he won 
included two conference 
championships, with one at 
Carlyle and the other at Du 
Quoin; six regional champi-
onships, including three at 
A-J and three at Du Quoin; 
one sectional  title at A-J; 
one super-sectional cham-
pionship at A-J; and a state 
final Elite 8 appearance in 
Champaign.

Two times he was South-
ern Illinois coach of the 
year, and he also received 
the Southern Illinois Coach-
es Association's “Emeritus” 

Award, the Illinois Basket-
ball Coaches Association 
coach of the year honor and 
he was elected in 2007 to 
Illinois Basketball Coaches 
“Lifetime Coach Hall of 
Fame.”

He recorded 394 career 
wins during his 39-year 
coaching career.

Former coaches in at-
tendance at the game were 
Pinckeyville’s Dick Corn, 
Nashville’s Brad Weathers, 
Stonefort’s Randy Boyd 
and Du Quoin’s Jeff Gos-
sett.

Crews had many assis-
tant coaches over the years, 
including Ron Knupp and 
Don Wayne Davis at A-J. 
Seven of them went on to 
coach high school basket-
ball. 

One of Crews’ past assis-
tant coaches, Brad Weathers 
of Nashville, won an IHSA 
state championship and has 
been runner up twice.

Several former players 
were in attendance at Sat-
urday night’s game as well.

The 1985 A-J Wildcats’ 
varsity basketball team was 
also honored at the game 
for advancing to the Elite 8.

Cobden girls preparing
for Class 1A regional play

The Cobden High School 
girls’ basketball team post-
ed a 1-2 record last week.

Cobden 46, Steeleville 
34: The host Appleknock-
ers took over in the second 
quarter on their way to the 
win Saturday, Feb. 1.

Cobden led 16-15 after 
one quarter and was on top 
30-20 at the half. 

Abby Remsey had 19 
points to lead Cobden.

Jenna Hartline added 17  
points and Aubrey Fisher 
and Katelyn Shadowens 5 
apiece. 

Cairo 70, Cobden 51: 
The Lady Co-Pilots built 
an early lead on their way 
to the win over the host 
Appleknockers Thursday, 
Jan. 30.

Hartline had 27 points to 
lead Cobden.

Remsey added 21 points, 
Gracelyn Fisher 2 and 
Shadowens 1.

Century 67, Cobden 35: 
The visiting Appleknockers 

couldn’t recover from a first 
quarter deficit in the South 
Egyptian Conference loss 
Monday, Jan. 27.

Hartline had 18 points 
to  lead the Appleknock-
ers.

Shadowens had 9 points, 
Aubrey Fisher and Rem-
sey 3 apiece and Gracelyn 
Fisher 2.

Cobden, 7-18, is sched-
uled to play Thursday, to-
day, at Joppa in its final 
regular season game. 

The Appleknockers play 
in  the Class 1A regional at 
Shawnee, which is slated 
Feb. 10-13.

Cobden is scheduled to 
play at Shawnee against 
Dongola at 7 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 10. 

The winner is scheduled 
to play Galatin County on 
Tuesday, Feb. 11. The win-
ner of that meet advances 
to play for the champion-
ship at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 13.

Commentary

Special coaches saluted
By Mike Estel

Sandra Schuster will 
never be forgotten after 
spending time as the Eureka 
College women’s basket-
ball coach.

Last week, she was hon-
ored with a section of the 
seating in the new gymna-
sium at the school named 
for her.

The former Anna-Jones-
boro Community High 
School graduate posted a 
229-182 record in 16 years 
as head coach from 1991 
to 2007.

She had the first 20-game 
winning season in the pro-
gram’s history and had a 
school record 22 wins in 
the 1993-1994 season. She 
posted a 21-7 record during 
the 2004-2005 season and 
was named the Northern 
Illinois-Iowa Conference 
Coach of the Year.   

She was also the school’s 

athletic director from 2004 
to 2008.

Schuster joins another 
local athlete with coaching 
honors at the school.

Karen Sweitzer, a former 
Cobden High School grad-
uate, was the winningest 
female head softball coach 
in the history of Eureka Col-
lege. She was the head coach 
from 1991 through 2008 
and was the winner of 310 
games. She remains the only 
female head coach to take a 
Eureka College team to the 
national post season. She 
was named NAIA District 
20 Coach of the Year in 1994.

She was honored by hav-
ing the school’s softball 
field named after her.

Both were named to the 
Eureka College 2018 Hall 
of Fame Honors Program 
as basketball and softball 
coaches, respectively.

I had the honor of coach-
ing both of them on the 
A-J Stars softball team and 
could not be more proud of 
both of them.

Schuster ran the out-
field from her center field 
position and Sweitzer had 
control of the infield from 
her shortstop position. 

They were both very 
coachable and blessed with 
pleasing personalities. If a 
softball team would have had 
the rest of the team with the 
playing skills they possessed, 
there’s very little doubt any-
one could have beaten them.

Because they were both 
such good athletes, I believe 
that’s what carried over into 
the coaching world and 
earned them the honors they 
both rightly deserve.

A-J wrestling
team wins fifth
straight title

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
wrestling team won twice 
in recent action.

The Wildcats defeated 
visiting Sparta 54-24 and 
Murphysboro 52-24 on 
Tuesday, Jan. 28, to claim 
their fifth straight South-
ern Illinois River-to-River 
Conference Mississippi 
Division title. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 29, 
A-J defeated host Sikeston, 
Mo., 50-30.

A-J, 18-11 in dual com-
petition, is scheduled to be 
in action Friday, Feb. 14, 
at the Carterville Class 2A 
regional.
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A-J edges West Frankfort
The host Anna-Jonesboro Community High School Wildcats boys’ varsity 

basketball team rallied for a last minute victory over the visiting West Frankfort 
Redbirds Saturday night, Feb. 1. The Wildcats overcame a 6-point deficit at 
halftime to beat the Redbirds 51-49. Photos by Benjamin Marxer.

A-J senior Dameron Faust drives in to score in the first half of the matchup 
against West Frankfort. Faust had 6 points and 2 rebounds in the Wildcat win. 

Wildcat guard Isaiah Thompson, number 1, cuts through the Redbird 
defense in an attempt to score a layup in the second quarter of the game. 

Wildcats score win
over West Frankfort

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ basketball team split 
in action last week.

A-J 51, West Frankfort 
49: Zack Overstreet and 
Ta’Kevon Williford had a 
free throw apiece with less 
than a minute remaining to 
lift the host Wildcats to the 
win Saturday, Feb. 1.

A-J led 44-40 going into 
the final quarter. All of its 
7 points came at the free 
throw line, with Maddox 
Thorpe, Noah McFarland 
and Blake Pena contribut-
ing as well.

The Wildcats trailed 22-
15 after the opening quarter, 
with Overstreet leading the 
way for A-J with a pair of 
3-pointers and Pena hitting 
one as well.

The Redbirds opened up 
the second quarter with a 
3-pointer and built a 31-25  
halftime lead. 

A-J fought back behind a 
pair of 3-pointers by Over-
street and one by Pena to 
pull ahead by 4 going into 
the final period.

Overstreet led A-J with 
15 points and 2 rebounds.

Pena added 10 points and 
5 rebounds. Williford had 
9 points and 5 rebounds. 
Faust had 6 points and 2 
rebounds. McFarland had 5 
points and 7 rebounds. Juan 

Valencia had 4 points and 3 
rebounds.

A-J was 11 of 28 in shot 
attempts from the floor, 6 
of 24 from 3-point range 
and 11 of 16 from the free 
throw line.

The Redbirds were 9 of 
30 in shot attempts from the 
floor, 7 of 17 from 3-point 
range and 10 of 16 from the 
charity  stripe.

Nashville 51, A-J 32: 
The visiting Hornets built 
a big first quarter lead on 
their way to the South-
ern Illinois River-to-River 
Conference Mississippi 
Division win Friday, Jan. 
31.

Williford had 12 points 
and 2 rebounds to lead 
the Wildcats. Pena had 6 
points. Faust had 4 points 
and 4 rebounds. McFar-
land had 4 points and 4 
rebounds. Overstreet had 3 
points and 3 rebounds. Nate 
Belcher had 2 points and 2 
rebounds. Ethan Klett had a 
point and a rebound.

The Wildcats were 11 of 
24 in shot attempts from the 
floor, 2 of 13 from 3-point 
range and 4 of 12 from the 
free throw line.

The Hornets were 10 of 
19 in shot attempts from the 
floor, 8 of 19 from 3-point 
range and 7 of 10 from the 
charity stripe.

A-J, 10-15, is scheduled 
to play a conference game 
Friday at Carterville and 
Saturday at 4 p.m. in the 
Benton Shootout to take on 
Sesser-Valier/Waltonville.

Spring soccer
sign-up begins

Registration was sched-
uled to get underway this 
week for the Union County 
Soccer League’s spring 
season.

Registration was planned 
Tuesday, Feb. 4, and is 
scheduled again on Sat-
urday, Feb. 8, at Harvest 
Church in  Anna.  The 
church is located at 602 E. 
Davie St.

Registration is scheduled 
from 9 a.m. to noon on 
Saturday.

Attorney general sues to add Equal
Rights Amendment to Constitution
Raoul joined by Virginia, Nevada attorneys general to secure 28th Amendment

By Ben Orner
Capitol News Illinois

borner@capitol-
newsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois 
Attorney General Kwame 
Raoul and two other state 
attorneys general filed a 
lawsuit in federal court 
Thursday, Jan. 30, to ensure 
the Equal Rights Amend-
ment officially becomes 
the 28th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution.

“Americans have long 
agreed that discrimination 
based on sex is unaccept-
able,” Raoul said. “But by 
enshrining that shared value 
in our Constitution, we 
have made a commitment 
never to go back.”

The states filing suit, Illi-
nois, Virginia and Nevada, 
were the final three states to 
ratify the ERA. 

Nevada signed on in 
2017, Illinois in 2018 and 
Virginia two weeks ago, 
allowing the amendment to 
meet the 38-state threshold 
to be added to the Consti-
tution.

However, making the 
ERA binding is not as sim-
ple.

In the complaint, the at-
torneys general are asking a 
court to direct U.S. National 

Archivist David Ferriero 
to officially write the ERA 
into the Constitution, as per 
his duty. 

The U.S. Department of 
Justice, however, effective-
ly ordered Ferriero not to do 
so because the ratification 
deadline imposed by Con-
gress expired in 1979.

Additionally, five states 
want their ratifications re-
scinded: Idaho, Kentucky, 
Nebraska, Tennessee and 
South Dakota. 

The latter joined Ala-
bama and Louisiana in a 
federal lawsuit last month 
that aims to block Ferriero 
from adding the ERA to the 
Constitution.

Experts have said it is 
likely the final decision will 
have to be made by a court.

The three AGs hinge 
much of their argument on 
Article V of the Constitu-
tion, which governs how 
amendments are ratified.

“The power to decide 
when to ratify is not limited 
in any way by Article V,” 
Virginia Attorney General 
Mark Herring said. “No-
where does it provide for 
rescission.”

A proposed Constitu-
tional amendment becomes 
“valid” once it is “ratified 

by the Legislatures of three 
fourths” of the states, Arti-
cle V reads.

Also, the lawsuit argues, 
the 27th Amendment was 
added to the Constitution in 
1992 by the then-Archivist 
Don Wilson “shortly after” 
the final state ratified it.

As an Illinois state sen-
ator in 2018, Raoul voted 
for the resolution that made 
Illinois the 37th state to 
ratify the ERA.

“It was one of my very 
last acts as a member of 
the legislature,” he said. 
“And to have been elected 
attorney general and to be 
able to contribute to making 
certain that we recognize 
the 28th Amendment, it 
means a lot to me.”

Raoul added that he has 
a 19-year-old daughter in 
college who aspires to go 
to law school.

“She will promise to 
support a Constitution that 
will equally support her,” 
he said.

A 2016 poll commis-
sioned by the ERA Co-
alition found 77 percent 
of Americans “strongly 
agree” with a Constitutional 
amendment that guarantees 
equal rights to both men and 
women. Another 17 percent 
“somewhat agree.”

“We have waited too long 
already for equal rights, and 
it is shameful that there are 
those who would have us 
wait even a moment lon-
ger,” said Carol Jenkins, 
co-president and CEO of 
the coalition, which is com-
prised of more than 100 
organizations supporting 
women’s equality.

Jenkins says securing 
the ERA “is a life-or-death 
issue” because it will give 
women a legal basis to take 
on issues of gender inequal-
ity, including pay differenc-
es and violent crimes.

“Women in the home and 
workplace continue to fear 
sexual and physical assault 
with no recourse to federal 
courts, because without the 
ERA there is no basis for 
such jurisdiction,” she said.

The Equal Rights Amend-
ment is 24 words long and 
reads, “Equality of rights 
under the law shall not be 
denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State 
on account of sex.”
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: Grass hay, small 
bales. $4.00. Call (618)-893-
2058.

7-8gpc

FOR SALE: 1991 Franklin 
mobile home. $2,000 obo. 
Evening phone, (618)-924-
4337.

7g-10p

FOR SALE: Hay, 5 1/2' x 5' 
round bales of mix grass. 
Dongola. Call (618)-967-
2583.

7p-9gc

For Sale 
real 

eState
HOUSE FOR SALE: 
Look up address to see 
house online. Located on 2+ 
acres surrounded by fields.  
$82,000.00. 4 to 5 bedrooms, 
1 1/2 baths. Private area close 
to Shawnee National Forest 
and at the back door of Trail 
of Tears State Forest. The 
address is 1290 Clear Creek 
Levee Road (hard road), 
Jonesboro. Watch for sign 
which is located 2 miles east 
of Ware on  hwy. 146. Call or 
text (618) 697-1934. I will get 
back with you as soon as I can.   

For rent
FOR LEASE: Commer-
cial Property. Retail Space, 
1,105 sq. ft. Available now. 
125 Leigh Avenue, Suite B, 
Anna, IL 62906. Call (618)-
833-5636 for an appointment 
to view.

gptfn

FOR RENT: 1 bedroom, 1 
bath apartment. Lovely coun-
try setting in Anna. Includes 
oven, refrigerator, dishwash-
er, central air, W/D hook-ups, 
trash, water & lawn care. Call 
(310)-489-9724.

7p-9g

Help 
Wanted

WANTED: LPN

MULBERRY MANOR 
currently has an opening 
for a LPN Position. Sunday, 
Monday & Tuesday shifts 
from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. with a 
midnight differential. Back-
ground check required. Those 
interested may contact Diana 
Alley at (618)-697-1142 or 
dianaalley@keltechmanage-
ment.com. 612 E. Davie St., 
Anna, IL 62906. EOE.

6p-8g

CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES AT 
SHAWNEE COLLEGE: 
Administrative Assistant 

to VP of Financial Opera-
tions, Nursing Instructor, 
Director of SBDC & More. 
www.shawneecc.edu/com-
munity-services/employ-
ment-opportunities

8-9g

HELP WANTED: Full-time 
and Part-time Shifts Living 
Skills Tech. position available 
at Union County Counsel-
ing’s residential program.  
Must be 21 years of age, have 
a valid driver’s license and 

auto insurance. Must be able 
to pass multiple background 
checks and drug test.  This 
position also requires appli-
cant to have computer skills 
and be able to climb stairs.  
Send resume and 3 references 
letters to:  Assistant Fiscal 
Manager, PO Box 548, Anna 
IL  62906 or send an email to 
info@uccsinc.org.  EOE.

8-9gp

LPN’s for evening, 
overnights and weekends. 

$1200 Sign-on Bonus 
Continue your career path 
with The Mentor Network/

NeuroRestorative 
Come join our amazing 

team of Licensed Practical 
Nurses supporting individu-
als with brain and spinal cord 
injuries. This is a fantastic 
role to continue your nursing 
career path within Specialty 
Rehabilitation and Human 
Services, and work within a 
setting that offers variety and 
rewarding challenges.

We offer competitive 
wages and excellent benefits. 
Apply at www.neuroresotra-
tive.com

8gp

Certified Nursing 
Assistant (CNA) 

Come join our amazing 
team of CNAs supporting 
individuals with brain and 
spinal cord injuries.  Make 
a difference every day as a 
patient advocate providing 
quality of life enhancing 
services to those we serve. 
Apply at www.neurorestor-
ative.com

8gp

Wanted
DO YOU NEED YOUR 
LAWN, POND, BANK OR 
FENCES TRIMMED? Call 
Howard's Lawn Care, (618)-
614-0006.

6-8gc

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Trenching

Gravel & Sand
(618)-833-6197 or

(618)-697-0453
gptfn

GROSS BUSTERS
EXTERIOR CLEANING:

House Washing
Roof Washing

Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates.

Call (618)-697-5968
www.grossbustersIL.com

45-8gpc

puBlic 
notice

Tax Deed No. 19-1-TX                                                        
Date Filed: 1/17/2020

Gertie Rich
995 State Route 127 South

Jonesboro, IL  62952

TAKE NOTICE
County of Union

Date Premises Sold : 
05/30/2018

Certificate No.  
2016-00038

Sold for General 

Taxes of year:  
2016 and Prior years

Sold for Special 
Assessment of 

municipality:  None
  and Special Assessment 

No.  None
Warrant No.  None   

Installment No. None

THIS PROPERTY HAS 
BEEN SOLD FOR

DELINQUENT TAXES

Property located at: 
Cross Street, 

Dongola, Illinois

Legal Description and 
Property Index No:  A Part of 
the Northeast quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter of section 
twenty-five (25), township 
Thirteen (13) south Range 
One (1) west of the -- prin-
cipal meridian, in L. Meisen-
heimer’s Second (2), Addi-
tion to the town of Dongola, 
bounded and described as 
follows, to-wit: Commencing  
at the northwesterly corner of 
lot number twenty-five (25), 
and running along the west-
erly line of Lot Twenty-three 
(23), and twenty-four (24), 
all in said Addition and in 
direct line to the public road 
running past Dongola Baptist 
Church and thence in a direct 
line along the southerly line 
of said road to Lot Number 
Forty-five (45), in said Addi-
tion, thence south until said 
line intersects with a piece 
of land previously deeded 
to Swain S. Albright by Vil-
lage of Dongola  thence in a 
Direct line to the Beginning, 
also a part of the Northeast 
Quarter of the Northwest 
Quarter, quarter lying south 
of line running northwesterly 
on a parallel with above lot 
number lot number twen-
ty-five (25), commencing at 
the northwesterly corner of 
said lot number twenty-five 
(25), and running on the line 
intersecting with the line 
between said land and that 
of said above line. 

Property Tax Index #:  06-
25-04-781

This notice is to advise 
you that the above property 
has been sold for delinquent 
taxes and that the period of 
redemption from the sale will 
expire on June 24, 2020.

The amount to redeem is 
subject to increase at 6-month 
intervals from the date of sale 
and may be further increased 
if the purchaser at the tax sale 
or his or her assignee pays 
any subsequently accruing 
taxes or special assessments 
to redeem the property from 
subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales. Check with the county 
clerk as to the exact amount 
you owe before redeeming.

This notice is also to ad-
vise you that a petition has 
been filed for a tax deed which 
will transfer title and the right 
to possession of this property 
if redemption is not made on 
or before June 24, 2020.

This matter is set for hear-
ing in the Circuit Court of this 
County in Jonesboro, Illinois 
on Wednesday, July 8, 2020 
at 9:00 a.m.

You may be present at 
this hearing but your right 
to redeem will already have 
expired at that time.

YOU ARE URGED TO 
REDEEM 

IMMEDIATELY
TO PREVENT LOSS OF 

PROPERTY
Redemption can be made 

at any time on or before June 
24, 2020, by applying to 
the County Clerk of Union 
County, Illinois, at the Office 
of the County Clerk in Union, 
Illinois.

For further information, 
contact the County Clerk, 
ADDRESS: 309 W. Market 
Street, Room 116, Jonesboro, 
IL  62952, TELEPHONE:  
618-833-5711

Robert L. Osman, 
Purchaser

Dated:  January 22, 2020
 

7-9g

Tax Deed No. 19-TX-1                                                          
Date Filed: 1/17/2020

Grace Hinkle
C/O Richard Hinkle

20 Ceredo Road
Barlow, KY  42024

TAKE NOTICE
County of Union

Date Premises Sold : 
05/30/2018

Certificate No.  
2016-00037

Sold for General Taxes 
of year:  2016 and Prior 

years
Sold for Special 
Assessment of 

municipality:  None
  and Special Assessment 

No.  None
Warrant No.  None   

Installment No. None

THIS PROPERTY HAS 
BEEN SOLD FOR

DELINQUENT TAXES

Property located at:  
U.S. Highway 51, 
Dongola, Illinois

Legal Description and 
Property Index No:  Begin-
ning One Hundred seventy 
(170) feet northwest of the 
Northeast corner of the Nei-
bauer Mill lot in the Village 
of Dongola, Union County, 
Illinois, on the lot line be-
tween said Neibauer Mill lot 
and a tract of land owned by 
Tell W. Jones, running at a 
right angle in a northeasterly 
direction 102 feet to a point on 
the lot line of the East side of 
the Tell W. Jones’ tract of land, 
thence on said East lot line in 
a right angle and running a 
northwesterly direction to a 
point on said lot line adjoin-
ing the East boundary of the 
right-of-way of Illinois State 
Highway Route No. 2, thence 
on said East boundary line of 
State Highway Route No. 2 
and running in a southwest-
erly direction to a point on 
the lot line between said Tell 
W. Jones’ tract of land and 
the Neibauer Mill lot, thence 
running on said lot line in a 
southwesterly direction to 
point of beginning. 

Property Tax Index #:  06-
24-04-745

This notice is to advise 
you that the above property 
has been sold for delinquent 
taxes and that the period of 
redemption from the sale will 
expire on June 24, 2020.

The amount to redeem is 
subject to increase at 6-month 
intervals from the date of sale 
and may be further increased 
if the purchaser at the tax sale 
or his or her assignee pays 
any subsequently accruing 
taxes or special assessments 
to redeem the property from 
subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales. Check with the county 
clerk as to the exact amount 
you owe before redeeming.
This notice is also to advise 
you that a petition has been 
filed for a tax deed which will 
transfer title and the right to 
possession of this property if 
redemption is not made on or 
before June 24, 2020.

This matter is set for hear-
ing in the Circuit Court of this 
County in Jonesboro, Illinois 
on Wednesday, July 8, 2020 
at 9:00 a.m.

You may be present at 
this hearing but your right 
to redeem will already have 
expired at that time.

YOU ARE URGED TO 
REDEEM 

IMMEDIATELY
TO PREVENT LOSS OF 

PROPERTY
Redemption can be made 

at any time on or before June 
24, 2020, by applying to 
the County Clerk of Union 
County, Illinois, at the Office 
of the County Clerk in Union, 
Illinois.

For further information, 
contact the County Clerk,  
ADDRESS: 309 W. Market 
Street, Room 116, Jonesboro, 
IL  62952, TELEPHONE:  
618-833-5711

Robert Osman, Purchaser
Dated:  January 22, 2020

7-9g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 

JUDITH EASTERLY
Deceased. 

Case No. 2019–P–42

NOTICE OF DEATH, 
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION, & 
CLAIM DATE

Notice is given of the 
death of Judith Easterly, of 
Anna, Union County, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were issued 
on the 9th day of January 
2020, to Wayne Easterly, 103 
Wilson Street, Anna, Illinois 
62906, as Special Admin-

istrator, whose attorney is 
listed below. 

The Estate will be admin-
istered without Court super-
vision, unless under Section 
28-4 of the Probate Act (755 
ILCS 5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Indepen-
dent Administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering 
a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk of this Court.

Claims against the Estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of Court at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 W. Market St, Jonesboro, 
IL 62952, or with the Special 
Administrator on or before 
the 9th day of July, 2020, 
or if mailing or delivery of 
a notice from the Special 
Administrator is required by 
Section 18-3 of the Probate 
Act, the date stated in that 
notice. Any claim not filed on 
or before that date is barred.

Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant to 
the Special Administrator and 
to the Attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been filed.

Dated: 22nd day of Janu-
ary, 2020. 

Independent Executor:
Richard Wayne Easterly

103 Wilson Street, Anna, 
Illinois 62906

Bigler Law Office
Adam J. Loos 

Attorneys for Special 
Administrator

407 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL 62906

Office: (618) 833-4777
Fax: (618) 833-4770

Email: aloos@biglerlawil.
com
7-9g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS  

ESTATE OF
JAMES H. 

LILJEGREN,
DECEASED.
IN PROBATE
NO. 2020-P-5

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of James 
H. Liljegren of Dongola, 
Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on January 22, 
2020, to Michael G. Nawroth, 
30W520 Mulberry Drive, 
West Chicago, IL 60185, as 
Independent Executor, whose 
attorney is Elvis C. Cameron, 
205B N. Main St., Anna, 
Illinois.

Within 42 days after the 
effective date of the original 
Order of admission, you may 
file a petition with the Court 
to require proof of the Will by 
testimony of the witnesses in 
open Court or other evidence, 
as provided by Section 5/6-21 
of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/6-21.)

You also have the right, 
under Section 5/8-1 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8-
1), to contest the validity of 
the Will by filing a petition 
with the Court within six (6) 
months after admission of the 
Will to probate. 

The estate will be admin-
istered without Court super-
vision unless, under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, 
Par. 5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Indepen-
dent Administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering 
a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk of this Court.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of this court at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 W. Market St., Jonesboro, 
Illinois, or with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or both, on 
or before July 30, 2020, or 
if mailing or delivery of a 

notice from the Executor is 
required by Section 5/18-3 of 
the Probate Act of the State 
of Illinois, the date stated in 
that notice.  Any claim not 
filed on or before that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant 
to the Executor and to the 
attorneys within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Dated:  January 24, 2020.
   
MICHAEL G. NAWROTH

INDEPENDENT 
EXECUTOR

CAMERON LAW FIRM, 
LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR 
INDEPENDENT 

EXECUTOR
205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS  62906
PHONE:  618-833-2220

ARDC#  6244394
7-9g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT 

FIRST JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY

In the Matter of the 
Estate of:

NANCY N. EBERT,
Deceased

No. 2020-P-4

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death 
of Nancy N. Ebert. Letters 
of Office were issued on Jan-
uary 22, 2020 to Matthew 
Smith, 365 Snider Drive, 
Percy, IL 62272, Executor, 
and whose attorney of record 
is Arbeiter Law Office, 1019 
State Street, P.O. Box 367, 
Chester, Illinois 62233.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office 
of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Randolph County 
Courthouse,  1 Taylor Street, 
Chester, Illinois 62233, or 
with the representative, or 
both, on or before July 30, 
2020, or three months from 
the date of mailing or delivery 
of this Notice to creditors, 
whichever is later, and any 
claim not filed on or before 
said date is void.

Within ten days after 
filing of the Claim with the 
Clerk, the claimant shall 
cause a copy of the Claim to 
be mailed or delivered to the 
representative of the estate 
and to the representative's 
attorney of record.

Dated: January 22, 2020

Matthew Smith,
Executor

By: Arbeiter Law Office
Attorneys

7-9g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ANNA-JONESBORO 
NATIONAL BANK, 

A NATIONAL 
CHARTERED BANK,

Plaintiff,
v.

SHAWN H. KNUPP 
and KIRSTEN KNUPP, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 

and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, 

Defendants. 
Case No: 2019-CH-13

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above captioned matter 
on November 26, 2019, the 
Sheriff in Union County, will 
by public sale on 4th day of 
March, 2020, at 9 a.m. in the 
Union County Courthouse, 
in Jonesboro, Illinois, sell at 
public venue to the highest 
and best bidder, for cash, or 
cashier's check drawn on a 
federally or state chartered 
bank or savings and loan, 
the following described real 

Wanted: Advertising Sales Rep
Reppert Publications has an immediate 
opening for a sales representative. 
Candidate must be self motivated, present 
good appearance, be well organized and 
have excellent people skills. No sales 

experience necessary. To apply, please send resume 
to jlreppert@annanews.com, mail to P.O. Box 529, 
Anna, IL  62906 or come by the office at 112 Lafayette 
Street, Anna, IL 62906. A family friendly, teamwork 
atmosphere.

REPPERT

Publications

RP

1GPTFCD
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estate:
EXHIBIT A

PART OF THE SOUTH-
EAST QUARTER OF 
SECTION 10, TOWNSHIP 
12 SOUTH, RANGE 2 
WEST OF THE 3RD P.M. 
IN UNION COUNTY, IL-
LINOIS, MORE PARTIC-
ULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS. COMMENC-
ING AT A 1" IRON PIPE 
AT THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF THE NORTH-
EAST QUARTER OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SAID  SECTION 10, 
THENCE SOUTH 01 DE-
GREES 36 MINUTES 08 
SECONDS WEST, ALONG 
THE EAST LINE OF SAID 
SECTION 10, A DISTANCE 
OF 1530.61 FEET TO A 
POINT; THENCE DEPART-
ING FROM SAID SEC-
TION LINE, SOUTH 75 
DEGREES 30 MINUTES, 
12 SECONDS WEST, A DIS-
TANCE OF 130.46 FEET TO 
A 1/2" REBAR WITH CAP, 
SAID POINT BEING THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING 
OF THIS DESCRIPTION, 
THENCE CONTINUING 
SOUTH 75 DEGREES 30 
MINUTES 12 SECONDS 
WEST, A DISTANCE OF 
501.94 FEET TO A 1/2" RE-
BAR WITH CAP, THENCE 
NORTH 25 DEGREES 57 
MINUTES 06 SECONDS 
WEST, A DISTANCE OF 
563.06 FEET TO A 1/2" 
REBAR WITH CAP IN THE 
CENTERLINE OF STATE 
POND ROAD, THENCE 
NORTH 66 DEGREES 52 
MINUTES 07 SECONDS 
EAST, ALONG SAID CEN-
TERLINE, A DISTANCE OF 
202.34 FEET TO A 1/2 RE-
BAR, THENCE NORTH 63 
DEGREES 43 MINUTES 31 
SECONDS EAST, ALONG 
SAID CENTERLINE, A 
DISTANCE OF 212.40 FEET 
TO A 1/2" REBAR, THENCE 
NORTH 61 DEGREES 36 
MINUTES 15 SECONDS 
EAST, ALONG SAID CEN-

TERLINE, A DISTANCE 
OF 94.02 FEET TO A SET 
1/2" REBAR WITH CAP, 
THENCE SOUTH 24 DE-
GREES 17 MINUTES 15 
SECONDS EAST, A DIS-
TANCE OF 656.04 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, CONTAINING 6.965 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, 
SUBJECT TO EXISTING 
EASEMENTS.

ALL IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH A PLAT OF SURVEY 
DATED FEBRUARY, 2004, 
AND RECORDED FEBRU-
ARY 25, 2004 IN RECORD 
BOOK 243, PAGES 206-207, 
AS DOC. NO. 486, MADE 
BY JAMES A THOMPSON, 
ILLINOIS PROFESSION-
AL LAND SURVEYOR 
NO. 3195, IN THE UNION 
COUNTY RECORDER'S 
OFFICE, UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.

Parcel# 08-10-05-760-D2
2265 State Pond Road
Jonesboro, IL 62952
Potential buyers may 

contact John R. Schneider 
of the law firm of Johnson, 
Schneider & Ferrell, L.L.C., 
212 North Main Street, Cape 
Girardeau, MO 63701, Phone 
Number (573)-335-3300, for 
information regarding this 
real estate.

At said sale, the Court will 
give the purchaser a certifi-
cate showing the amount of 
the bid, a particular descrip-
tion of the property sold, and 
the time when the purchaser 
will be entitled to a deed for 
such property unless same 
shall have been redeemed 
according to law.

Tiffany Busby
Circuit Clerk

Document prepared by:
JOHN R. SCHNEIDER

JOHNSON, SCHNEIDER 
& FERRELL, L.L.C.

212 North Main Street
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
Telephone: (573)-335-3300
Facsimile: (573)-335-1978

www.johnsonschneider.com
8-10g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ANNA-JONESBORO 
NATIONAL BANK, 
a National Chartered 

Bank,
Plaintiff,

v.
ROBERTA 

PINKERTON-BYRD 
A/K/A ROBERTA 

PINKERTON-BIRD, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS

And NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, 

Defendants. 
Case No: 2020-CH-1

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed,  
notice is hereby given to you, 
Roberta Pinkerton-Byrd a/k/a 
Roberta Pinkerton-Bird, Un-
known Owners and Non-Re-
cord Claimants, Defendants 
in the above entitled suit, that 
the said suit has been com-
menced in the Circuit Court of 
Union County, Illinois, by the 
said Plaintiff against you and 
other defendants to foreclose 
a certain Mortgage covering  
the following described 
premises, to-wit:

EXHIBIT A
Legal Description

Lot 3, Block G, in Rend-
leman Subdivision, being a 
Subdivision of part of the 
Northeast Quarter of Section 
4, Township 12 South, Range 
3 West of the Third Principal 
Meridian, according to the 
Plat thereof recorded No-
vember 3, 1966, in Plat Book 
5, page 159, Union County, 
Illinois.

and for other relief, that 
summons was duly issued 
out of the said Court against 

you as provided by law, and 
that said suit is still pending.

Now, therefore, unless 
you,the said Defendants, 
Roberta Pinkerton-Byrd a/k/a 
Roberta Pinkerton-Bird, Un-
known Owners and Non-Re-
cord Claimants, file your 
answer to the Complaint in 
the suit, or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, in 
the Circuit Court of Union 
County, Illinois, in the County 
Courthouse in the City of 
Jonesboro, Illinois, on or 
before the 6th day of March, 
2020, default may be entered 
against you and each of you at 
any time after that day and a 
decree entered in accordance 
with the prayer of said Com-
plaint.

Tiffany Busby
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Prepared by:
JOHN R. SCHNEIDER

JOHNSON, SCHNEIDER 
& FERRELL, L.L.C.

212 North Main Street
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
Telephone: (573)-335-3300
Facsimile: (573)-335-1978

www.johnsonschneider.com
8-10g

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Pulaski-Alexander 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District will be hosting its 
72nd Annual Meeting. The 
District cordially invites 
you to attend on February 
27, 2020 at 6 pm at Shawnee 
Community College. This 
year’s annual meeting allows 
the District to recognize a 
Conservation Farm Family, 
elect three (3) board member 
positions, and reward area 
students for their agriculture 
related academic achieve-
ments. We will be providing 
a meal, hosting a silent auc-
tion and handing out door 
prizes. Registration begins at 
5:30 p.m., with dinner being 
served at 6 p.m. followed 

by the business meeting at 
7:00 p.m.

Please contact Amanda 
Lilly at the Pulaski-Alexan-
der SWCD with any ques-
tions, comments or RSVPs. 
618-747-2305 ext 104, aman-
da.lilly@il.nacdnet.net
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NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 31st day of January, 2020, 
under the Assumed Name of 
Timber, Trail, and Stone with 
the place of business located 
at 3500 Wing Hill Road, 
Cobden, Illinois 62920 and 
that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

Anthony Langbucco
3500 Wing Hill Road

Cobden, IL 62920

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk
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NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 

certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 29th day of January, 2020, 
under the Assumed Name of 
Robertson Marine Service 
with the place of business 
located at 840 Barringer 
School Road, Anna, IL 62906 
and that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

Troy Lee Turner
840 Barringer School Road

Anna, IL 62906

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

8-10gc

FREE
FREE TO GOOD HOME: 2 
indoor, neutered male cats. 
1 orange & white, 1 orange. 
Friendly and used to other 
animals. Call (618)-713-
4819 for more information.

gp tfn

IllInoIs 
ClassIFIEd 
nEtwoRk

GATEWAY GAS & AD-
VERTISING SHOW Feb 
13-15. Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
3000 S. Dirksen Parkway, 
Springfield, IL. FREE AD-
MISSION! Outstanding 
Room-to-Room & Indoor 
Vending www.gatewaygas.
com 906-250-1618

Freon Wanted: We pay 
CA$H for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 
R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-598-
1758 or visit Refrigerant-
Finders.com
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Beauty of winter season
Jerry Keller shared a photograph he had taken following last week’s snowfall in the Union County 

area. The photograph features snow-covered trees which were arching over the Panthers Den Road.

News Bits
from the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources

The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources, IDNR, 
shares the following items of 
interest:

Spring Turkey Applica-
tions: Permit applications 
for the third lottery for 2020 
Illinois spring wild turkey 
season are due by Feb. 10. 

Hunters wanting to apply 
can visit the IDNR website 
for more information at 
https://www.dnr.illinois.
gov/hunting/Pages/Turkey-
Hunting.aspx.

Fall Archery Turkey 
Harvest: Hunters in Illi-
nois harvested a preliminary 
statewide total of 740 wild 
turkeys during the 2019-
2020 fall archery turkey 
season. 

The total compares with 
the statewide turkey harvest 
of 738 in 2018-2019. 

For the 2019-20 season, 
22,728 permits were sold 
(excluding landowner per-
mits) compared to 23,298 
for the 2018-2019 season. 

The season dates were 
from Oct. 1, 2019, through 
Jan. 19, 2020, and all 102 
counties were open for hunt-
ing. 

The top counties for fall 
archery wild turkey harvest 
were Jefferson (25), Knox 
(23), Cass (20), Jackson 
(18), and Randolph (18).

2020 Licenses Available 
Beginning March 1: 2020 
Illinois hunting, fishing and 
sportsman combination li-
censes are scheduled to go 
on sale beginning March 1 
at 8 a.m. 

The 2020 licenses will 
be valid through March 31, 
2021. 

Illinois 2019 licenses are 
valid through March 31, 
2020. 

Licenses purchased prior 
to March 1, 2020, are 2019 
licenses that will be valid 
only through March 31, 
2020.

Vandalia Statehouse 
Lincoln Celebration:  The 
Vandalia Statehouse State 
Historic Site will celebrate 
Abraham Lincoln’s birthday 
with a special event Satur-
day, Feb. 8, from 2 p.m. to 
4 p.m. 

Pam Brown, who will 
portray Mary Lincoln, will 
present the program, “Tak-
ing Leave,” starting at 2 p.m. 

Music will be provided 
by Mike Anderson, “The 
Dulcimer Guy.” 

The Lincoln’s dirthday 
celebration is provided by 
the IDNR, the Vandalia His-
torical Society and the Old 
Capitol Foundation. 

The Vandalia Statehouse 
is the oldest surviving capi-
tol building in Illinois. It is 
located at 315 W. Gallatin 
St. in Vandalia. For more 
information, call 618-283-
1161.

Cahokia Mounds Win-
ter Lecture: The Angel 
Mounds of Indiana will be 
featured as part of the win-
ter lecture series at Cahokia 
Mounds State Historic Site 
in Collinsville on Sunday, 
Feb. 9, at 2 p.m. 

The lecture is scheduled 
to be given by Elizabeth 
Watts Malouchos, a research 

scientist at Indiana Universi-
ty’s Glenn Black Laboratory 
of Archaeology. The pro-
gram is free and open to the 
public and will be held in the 
auditorium at the Cahokia 
Mounds Interpretive Center. 

Cahokia Mounds State 
Historic Site is located in 
Collinsville just off Inter-
states 55/70 (Exit 6) and 
Interstate 255 (Exit 24) on 
Collinsville Road. For more 
information, call 618-346-
5160 or go to www.cahoki-
amounds.org. 

Camping Reservations: 
It is time to make 2020 res-
ervations for campsites and 
shelters for many Illinois 
state parks and other IDNR 
sites. 

Reservations can be made 
online through the Reserve 
America website at www.
reserveamerica.com.

Hunter and Boating 
Safety Education Cours-
es: Registration is available 
for hunter safety education 
and boating safety education 
courses from IDNR.

Spring classes are being 
scheduled. Check the IDNR 
website for class dates and 
locations at https://bit.ly/2S-
6FQWb.

Earth Day in the Parks:  
Applications will be ac-
cepted through Feb. 28 for 
2020 Earth Day in the Parks 
events from the IDNR in 
which students and their 
teachers conduct natural 
resources stewardship activ-
ities, such as planting native 
wildflowers and grasses, 
building bird nesting boxes 
and removing invasive ex-
otic plants at participating 
Illinois state parks. 

Participants are selected 
through an application pro-
cess. The application form 
is available at https://bit.
ly/31bqxQ6.

Conservation Achieve-
ment Scholarship Pro-
gram:  Applications are 
now being accepted by the 
Illinois Conservation Foun-
dation, ICF, for the 2020 
Conservation Achievement 
Scholarship program. 

The ICF annually awards 
scholarships to outstanding 
high school seniors in Illi-
nois who demonstrate ef-
fective, voluntary, long-term 
dedication to the preserva-
tion, protection or enhance-
ment of the state’s natural 
resources. 

Four scholarships of 
$2,000 each are available 
for the current school year. 

One of the scholarships 
is earmarked for a qualified 
applicant who is a dependent 
of a current employee of 
IDNR. 

Applicants must be an 
Illinois resident and a senior 
at an Illinois high school. 

Applications must be re-
ceived by the ICF by March 
1. 

Detailed instructions and 
the 2020 application form 
can be found on the ICF 
website at https://ilconser-
vation.org/. 

Contact the ICF at 217-
785-2003 or dnr.icf@illi-
nois.gov for more infor-
mation.

Clark invited to serve on
Social Service Advisory Council

Keri Clark, director of 
juvenile justice programs 
for Union County, was in-
vited to serve on the Social 
Service Advisory Council, 
SSAC, under Secretary 
Grace Hou of the Illinois 
Department of Human Ser-
vices. 

Clark said the SSAC 
under Secretary Hou will 
work on creating mean-
ingful collaborative rela-
tionships that will result in 
strategizing the priorities 
across Illinois.

“I am honored to be a 
part of this group of cross 
functional professionals,” 
Clark said in a news re-
lease.

“The way I see it, the 
best way to ensure your 
county’s interests are met, 
begins with an invitation to 
sit at the table.  

“I look forward to rep-
resenting Union County, 
the First Judicial Circuit 
and Southern Illinois as we 
strategize about the future 
of service offerings in our 
state.”

In addition to her work 
as director of Redeploy 
Illinois and the 1st Circuit 
Juvenile Justice Council, 
Clark sits on several advi-
sory councils throughout 
the region which are work-
ing to address the needs of 
communities.

An Homage 
to Hometown Happenings

By Kate B. Jerome

No matter where my travels take me, I always seek out the local newspaper.
I know. My smartphone easily provides more detail about a town than I will ever need.
But the local paper does so much more. That’s because it fits the many pieces of the 

community puzzle together. Where else can you get a glimpse of what a citizenry most 
values and fears – all within a few recyclable pages?

In the tiny town where I grew up, the local paper was a powerful tool – no doubt for 
many reasons beyond my young comprehension. However, I looked forward to the daily 
delivery for two simple reasons.

First, I loved to read the personal stories – from tragedy to triumph – about the people 
in my own community. It was the first inkling I had that I might be part of something 
larger than the family who lived at 12 Parkview.

Second, I couldn’t wait to hear the interesting dinner conversations that some tidbit in 
the paper was bound to spark. Of course, my favorites were the most heated discussions. 
And when my parents resorted to spelling out words? Well, let’s just say the training led 
to considerable success in my grade school spelling bees!

Decades of educational publishing experience later, I know my hometown paper was 
just one arrow in the successful child-raising quiver my parents used. But it was an im-
portant tool, and the outcomes it helped produce are still of the utmost importance today.

You see, building a strong sense of place plays a key part in a child’s social and emo-
tional development. When children connect with the community around them, it helps 
them develop their own personal identity. An added benefit is the sense of stewardship 
it often inspires.

And the value of generating meaningful conversations? In my view, it’s off the charts. 
Too often in our busy world, dialogue with our kids tends toward the practical (Did you 
pick up your toys?) rather than the profound (Keep trying even when it’s hard!). So any 
tool that inspires discussion of such issues as friendship and community should be deeply 
valued. Why? Because that’s when our own stories of personal grit and resilience begin 
to flow.

And aren’t those the kind of Hometown Happenings that we really want our children 
to remember?

***

Kate B. Jerome is the author and series creator of two new Read Together/Do Together 
children’s book series from Arcadia Kids that are designed to jump-start meaningful con-
versations between kids and their favorite adults. A seasoned publishing executive, an 
award-winning children’s book author, and a recent Fellow in Stanford’s Distinguished 
Careers Institute, Kate is a passionate supporter of intergenerational communication. 
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James LeRoy Spraggs
James LeRoy Spraggs, 

68, of Anna, died at 9:44 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 24, 2020, 
at Herrin Hospital. 

He was born on Oct. 2, 
1951, in Anna, the son of 
James Leon and Ruth Eva-
lane Watson Spraggs.

Mr. Spraggs was a member 
of Harvest Church in Anna. 
He enjoyed fishing. He had 
worked in the St. Louis area 
as a car salesman for many 
years.

He is survived by his 
son, James Micah (Ashley) 
Spraggs of St. Louis; his mother, Ruth Spraggs of Vienna; 
close friend Richard Derecskey of Anna and many other 
friends.

He was preceded in death by his father.
Cremation was accorded. Inurnment will be at a later 

date.
Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro is in charge 

of arrangements.
To view the obituary or to leave an 

online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.
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Obituaries

Mary Ann Archey
Mary Ann Archey, 68, of Anna, died Wednesday, Jan. 

29, 2020, at Memorial Hospital in Carbondale. 
She was born on Feb. 16, 1951, the daughter of Robert 

Lee and Loretta Vancel Forehand. 
She married Robert Lee Archey. He preceded her in 

death.
She is survived by her son, Shannon Archey of Anna; 

a grandson, Damon Archey of Karnak; nieces Kristi and 
Rachel Walker, both of Carbondale; many other relatives 
and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, 
Robert Lee Archey; a sister, Sharon Kay Walker; and a 
brother, Robert “Jim” Forehand. 

There will be no services held.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

James R. ‘Jim’ Williams
James R. “Jim” Williams, 

61, of St. Charles, Mo., died 
Wednesday, Jan. 29, 2020, at 
Barnes Jewish Hospital in St. 
Peters, Mo. 

He was born on July 17, 
1958, in Anna, the son of 
Robert Ellsworth and Patricia 
Fern Manninger Williams. 

He married the love of his 
life, Kelly Elders, on May 19, 
1984, in Carterville. 

Mr. Williams is survived 
his wife, Kelly Williams; his 
mother, Patricia Williams 
of Anna; a brother-in-law, 
Pat Elders of Liberty, Texas; 
nieces and nephews. He had two sweet fur babies, Curry 
and Sydne. 

Mr. Williams was preceded in death by his father, 
Robert Ellsworth Williams; maternal grandparents Fern 
and Mary Manninger; and paternal grandparents Marion 
Ellsworth and Bertha Williams.

He was a graduate of Southern Illinois University Car-
bondale.He loved cheering on the St. Louis Cardinals and 
the Stanley Cup champion St. Louis Blues. 

Funeral services were at 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 2, at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna, with Beth 
Elders and Doug Bridgeman officiating.

Memorials can be made to PAWS in Anna.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Thomas ‘Tub’ Coffman
Thomas “Tub” Coffman 

grew up in Anna. He was 
an only child of Charles and 
Helen Coffman. 

In his early years he 
worked as a police officer, 
at PN Hirsch & Co. and was 
co-manager of Gebharts Auto 
in Anna. He spent 30 years 
until his retirement working 
for the Illinois Department 
of Corrections as an accoun-
tant. He was also a lifetime 
member of the Anna Moose 
Lodge. 

In 1953, he married Ellen 
Louise Smith of Anna and together they shared 66 years. 

His daughters, Diana Woolridge Perry, Jean Ellen Boyd 
(Dwain Cocke) and Stacey Brown Davis were his pride 
and joy until the very end. His daughters were everything 
to him. 

From them, he is remembered by grandsons Shane 
Boyd, Robbie Woolridge, and Brandon (Michelle) Brown. 
His granddaughters Stefanie (Joel) Diers, Mariah Davis 
and Sophia Davis share the loss. 

He is celebrated by his five great-grandchildren, Jack-
son Boyd, Aliyah Diers, Mason Diers, Coraline Brown 
and Holden Woolridge. 

He is remembered by his cousins, Albert Gene Coffman, 
Glenda Zaharias, and Mary McWhorter. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Charles and 
Helen Coffman. 

He was an avid sports fan when it came to his family. He 
traveled all over the country to watch football, basketball, 
volleyball and baseball. There was rarely a distance too 
great for him cross when it came to supporting his children 
and grandchildren in sports. 

One of his greatest pleasures was walking. No matter the 
weather or time of day, he walked the streets of Carbondale 
or Anna. He found great joy in the people he met along his 
journeys. He loved to share stories and time with friends 
and strangers as he logged countless miles. 

Loving animals was a major part of his life. His dogs 
were treated like royalty. There was no sacrifice too great 
for him to provide love and support for his pets. He is 
remembered by his pug Eli. 

Funeral services were at 1 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 5, 
at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna, with 
Father Robert Flannery officiating. Entombment was in 
the Anna Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to PAWS in Anna or to Hospice 
of Southern Illinois. 

The family hosted a Celebration of Life at Lou’s Room 
in Anna immediately following the committal service.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Josephine E. Hartley
Josephine E. Hartley, 100, 

of Anna, died at 12:50 a.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 2, 2020, at Hill-
view Healthcare in Vienna.

She was born on April  15, 
1919, in Hammond, Ind., the 
daughter of Frank and Sadie 
Bush Scheidler.

She married Landrith 
Hartley on Jan. 18, 1941. 
He preceded her in death on 
Sept. 9, 1998.

She was of the Catholic 
faith. She worked as a beau-
tician for many years. She 
was a member of the Sun 
City Ceramics Club in Sun 
City, Ariz. Most of all she enjoyed her time with her 
granddaughter and great-grandchildren.

She is survived by her son, Bob (Barb) Hartley of Anna; 
granddaughter, Kendra (Tim) Denny, also of Anna; and 
great-grandchildren Addison and Payton Denny.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband; 
sons James Robert and Ronald and an infant, and grand-
son, James Robert Hartley.

Cremation was accorded. Inurnment will be at a later 
date in Sunland Memorial Park in Sun City, Ariz.

Memorials can be made to Hillview Healthcare.
Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro is in charge 

of arrangements.
To view the obituary or to leave an 

online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.

Ann K. Schaefer
Ann Katherine (Kay) 

Schaefer, 73, of Wolf Lake, 
died peacefully on Jan. 27, 
2020, after a brief battle with 
cancer. 

Kay was born in Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas, the only 
daughter of the late Harry J. 
and Ann Katherine Wilson 
Hall.

 She attended the Universi-
ty of Missouri and later was 
proud to receive her degree in 
healthcare management from 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale. 

In 1975, Kay married the love of her life, Richard B. 
Schaefer of Linn, Mo., at the Old Cathedral under the 
Gateway Arch in St. Louis.

Kay is survived by her husband, Dick, and their four 
children, along with nine grandchildren: daughter Kathy 
and her husband Vinny Morris of Poughkeepsie, N.Y., 
and grandchildren Joe and Kate; daughter Mary Ann 
and her husband Andrew Degginger of Granby, Colo., 
and grandchildren Micah, Luke and Riley (who is now 
playing with Grandma in heaven); daughter Jenny and 
her husband Matt Reiman of Belleville and grandson 
Henry; and son Doug and his wife Sherry (Whitehead) of 
Columbia, Mo., and grandchildren Oscar, Emmett, Liam 
and one grandbaby who has not yet arrived.

It’s hard to summarize Kay’s happy and love-filled life 
in just a few words. 

She was devoted to Dick, and they weathered challenges 
together. She loved her children and grandchildren and 
made it her priority to spend time with them. 

She was also active in her community and church, 
sharing her joy and time wherever she could. You would 
often find Kay organizing an event, large meal or volun-
teer project.

Though she was raised in St. Louis, Kay made Wolf 
Lake and Southern Illinois her home, and she made her 
house the “place to be,” taking in and feeding many of her 
children’s Shawnee High School teammates and friends 
between school activities. 

She served as American mom to three exchange stu-
dents: Youko (Japan) and Marcia and Laura (both from 
Costa Rica), and she opened her heart to neighbors who 
she felt could use her encouragement.

“Ms. Kay” leaves the legacy of changing the lives of 
many people through her volunteer work. 

She established the award-winning Swamp Rats 4-H 
Club in Wolf Lake, broadening the horizons of dozens 
of children and giving them a way to be recognized for 
their skills and talents through projects, public speaking, 
cultural exchange opportunities and trips to a range of 
interesting events and locations, including the Illinois 
State Fair and the World’s Fair.

While she held many work positions in her career, the 
one closest to her heart was volunteering to share her love 
of reading. She served as an adult literacy tutor and as a 
volunteer librarian. For a long period she was working at 
three libraries at one time. 

She also made it her mission to send as many books 
as possible to her grandchildren and any other baby or 
child she met.

Kay and Dick had many adventures together, traveling 
to spend time with their children and grandchildren and 
to represent the family business, Schaefer Enterprises, at 
industry events. For many years, Kay and Dick enjoyed 
ballroom dancing with a great group of friends.

She was an active member of St. Mary Catholic Church 
in Anna, where she sang in the choir and was happy to 
share her faith with new members and as godmother to 
several. 

Kay loved music and playing the piano, and she passed 
this love to her children and grandchildren, along with the 
love of Christmas, Kay’s favorite holiday.

Kay had an innate and overwhelming positive outlook 
and she worked her whole life to share that with everyone 
she met. 

Kay was loved and will be greatly missed by her family 
and friends, and she will be remembered most for making a 
difference, in big ways and small, in the lives of everyone 
with whom she came in contact.

Kay is survived by stepsiblings Judy Newby, Karen 
and Curt Hamacher of Lake Ozark, Mo., and Richard and 
Judy Asel of Plano, Texas, along with in-laws Joan and 
Leo Fisher of Thebes, Lillian Luckenotte of Holts Sum-
mit, Mo., Bob and Esther Schaefer of Frankenstein, Mo., 
Jerry and Judy Schaefer of Wolf Lake, Eugene Schaefer 
of Cypress, Susan and Jim Evers of Holts Summit, Mo., 
Tom and Susan Schaefer of Columbia, Mo., many nieces 
and nephews and her dear friend and fellow Diet Coke 
lover Adalee Davie of Wolf Lake. 

Kay was preceded in death by her parents and step-
mother Mary Hall, along with Riley Degginger, in-laws 
Bets and Ed Thoenen, Jim Luckenotte, Albert Schaefer 
and Sharon Schaefer, and her family is glad they are 
welcoming her in heaven. 

Kay’s family is grateful for the help and support of so 
many family members and friends, especially Jerry and 
Judy Schaefer, Janice Peters, Steve Luckenotte and Nick 
Schaefer.

Funeral Mass was at 10 a.m. Saturday at St. Mary 
Catholic Church in Anna, with Father Steven Beatty and 
Father Uriel Salamanca officiating. Interment was in the 
Jonesboro Cemetery. 

Memorials can be made to the Friends of Stinson Li-
brary in Anna.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Pastor's Corner by Pastor Don Cox
We have been conditioned to "fear"  . . . fear the 
law, fear thy neighbor, fear public knowledge, fear 
discovery of our sin, fear an aggressive mob, fear 
the government . . . without courage and sacrifice, 
evil WILL prevail through FEAR. TRUE!

Congregational Church of Alto Pass
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.

Worship-Message at 10:30 a.m.
8G

Obituaries Online at
annanews.com

"The Preaching Pen"
Going Home

The older I get, the less I like to be away from home 
for any significant length of time. I don’t care to take 

a lengthy vacation, either. Once in a very great while, I 
may feel like I need a change of scenery, but in less than 
a week, I’m ready to come home. In fact, I often feel that 
a good day is one wherein I never have to leave the farm.

Home – there’s something comforting and safe about 
that word. At the end of the day, or at the end of a trip, I 
look forward to coming home – home with my wife and 
children – no place else I’d rather be. Perhaps you feel 
that way, too.

However, as much as I love my earthly home, I need to 
be reminded that it's only a temporary home. Indeed, Paul 
reminds us that we are not citizens here (Phil. 3:20). The 
Bible makes it plain that we are merely pilgrims in this 
physical world. There is a better home awaiting the faithful 
child of God, and I want to see it. I want my whole family 
and all of you to see it. I want my children to see it. I’m 
sure you know, though, that before leaving for any trip, 
preparations must be made. If I want to be reunited with 
departed loved ones who died in the Lord (Rev. 14:13), 
I must do what they did and live as they did. In order to 
reach Heaven, I must: hear the message of salvation (Luke 
8:12; Rom. 10:17; Eph. 1:13), believe the gospel (Mark 
16:15,16; Rom. 10:9,10), repent of my sins (Luke 13:3,5; 
Acts 2:38), confess my belief that Jesus is the Son of God 
(Matt. 10:32,33; Rom. 10:10), and for sins to be washed 
away and the soul saved, one must be baptized (Acts 
22:16; I Peter 3:21). Following these actions, one must 
live faithfully unto death in order to receive the crown of 
life (Rev. 2:10; II Tim. 4:6-8).

As we hustle about in our busy lives, I urge us all to 
pause and think about the Heavenly home. As much as we 
enjoy being able to stop and visit family & friends from 
time to time, just imagine how thrilling it would be to 
spend all of eternity in the presence of the God of Heaven 
and His Son, Jesus Christ. Are you ready to go home?

Visit the Anna church of Christ at 104 Nile Street 
whenever you can and have a great day!

R.W. McAlister, Minister
Anna church of Christ 8G
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HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION NOTICE
The following Homestead Exemptions are available through the 
Supervisor of Assessments Office. To apply for or to inquire about any 
of the following exemptions, contact the Supervisor of Assessments 
Office located at 309 W Market St., Rm. 128, Jonesboro, Illinois 62952 
or by calling 618-833-8051.
1. Owner Occupied Exemption: To qualify you must own and occupy the 
property as your primary residence as of January 1 of the assessment year.
2. Senior Citizens Homestead Exemption: To qualify you must be 65 years 
of age during the assessment year, and you must own and occupy the property 
as your primary residence.
3. Senior Citizens Assessment Freeze Homestead Exemption: To qualify 
you must be 65 years of age during the assessment year, and you must own 
and occupy the property as your primary residence as of January 1 of the 
assessment year. The maximum household income cannot exceed $65,000. 
A yearly application is required.
4. Homestead Improvement Exemption: To qualify the property must be 
owner occupied and used exclusively for residential purposes. The proposed 
increase in assessed value must be attributable solely to a new improvement 
of an existing structure or the rebuilding of a structure following a catastrophic 
event. This exemption is limited to $75,000 fair cash value.
5. Returning Veterans’ Exemption: This exemption is applied the tax year 
that a Veteran returns from active duty in an armed conflict. A veteran is 
defined as an Illinois resident who has served as a member of any branch of 
the United States Armed Forces. This is a two year benefit. This exemption 
applies to any residential property that is owned and occupied as a principle 
dwelling by the veteran.
6. Disabled Veterans’ Standard Homestead Exemption: This benefit applies 
to a property that is owned and occupied by a veteran with a service connected 
disability certified by the Department of Veteran’s Affairs. A deduction is granted 
for service connected disabilities of at least 30 percent. A property can not 
receive both this exemption and the Disabled Persons’ Homestead Exemption.
7. Disabled Persons’ Homestead Exemption: This exemption provides 
an annual $2,000 reduction in the equalized assessed value of the property 
owner’s primary residence as of January 1 of the assessment year. The owner 
must meet disability requirements.
8. Natural Disaster Homestead Exemption: Homestead property containing 
a residential structure that has been rebuilt following a natural disaster may 
be eligible.
Note: Those qualifying for a Senior Citizens Homestead Exemption may 
also qualify for a Real Estate Tax Deferral Act. For further information or an 
application, contact the Union County Treasurer’s Office by calling 618-833-
5621. 8G

Anna VFW, Auxiliary announce winners
in art, essay, Patriot’s Pen contests

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 of Anna and its Auxiliary have recognized winners of an art contest, an essay contest and 
a Patriot’s Pen contest. The theme for the essay contest was “What Makes America Great.” The contests were sponsored by the post and its auxiliary. The 
contests were open to Union County students. Winners are featured in the accompanying photographs. Photos provided.

Jonesboro School Patriot’s Pen Winners: from left are Jerry Forcht, commander of the Anna VFW post; 
Sherry Haddick, junior vice president of the VFW Auxiliary and chairperson for the various contests; Torie 
Ralls, 8th grade, first place winner; and honorable mention award recipients Allyson Hasty, 8th grade; 
Logan Abernathy and Tyler Hileman, 7th grade; and Cole Whitaker and Chloe Biggerstaff, 6th grade. 

Shawnee Hills Christian School, Anna: Auxiliary 
junior vice president and contest chairperson 
Sherry Haddick and Murphy Wilson, 2nd grade, art 
contest winner. Sponsored by the VFW Auxiliary.

Davie School, 5th Grade Essay Contest Winners: 
VFW Auxiliary junior vice president  and contest 
chairperson Sherry Haddick is with Mackenzie 
Alonzo-Aaragon, left, third place; and Finley 
Diemer, right, first place. Second place winner 
Maxwell Ruddick could not be present for the 
picture. Jennifer Osman is their teacher.

Lick Creek School Art Contest Winner: Jordan 
Starr, 2nd grade, was honored. He is with Auxiliary 
junior vice president and contest chairperson 
Sherry Haddick. Jordan is in Nancy Cerney’s 2nd 
grade class.

Cobden School Patriot’s Pen Winner: from left 
are Auxiliary junior vice president and contest 
chairperson Sherry Haddick; Patriot’s Pen winner 
Tess Brummer, who is in Ashley Taylor’s class; and 
Jerry Forcht, commander of the Anna VFW post. 
This was Tess’s second year as the Patriot’s Pen 
essay contest winner at Cobden.

Public Record
from the files at the  Union County Courthouse, Jonesboro

Realty Transactions
The following real estate 

transactions were recorded 
at the Union County clerk’s 
office in Jonesboro:

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
J e r e m y  G .  S w a r t z e l l , 
Shannon H.  Swar tze l l . 
Grantee: Christopher R. Plott. 
Tract Section 27 Township 
12S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
R.M.F.S. Inc. Grantee: Myers 
Land Corporation. Tract 
Section 24 Township 13S 
Range 3W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Andrew G. Herbert. Grantee: 
Amanda Lee Herbert, Andrew 
G. Herbert, Andrew Green 
Herbert. Tract Section 21 
Township 11S Range 1E.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Sharon Barringer, Larry 
Dodson, Sandra Moore, 
Tammy Tanner, Vickie Tweedy, 
Jackie Voss. Grantee: Wolf 
Lake Uni ted Methodis t 
Church. Subdivision Name: 
Original Plat of Wolf Lake. 
Lots 20, 21, 22.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Beth M. Frank. Grantee: 
Jeanne Mixen. Subdivision 
Name: Ben L. Wileys Add. 
Block H. Lots 13, 14.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Bill W. Butterfield, Robert E. 
Butterfield. Grantee: Robert 
Joseph Mathis. Subdivision 
Name: Maplehurst Add. of 
Anna. Block 4. Lot 7.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Carmen Coffman. Grantee: 
Jonesboro  Commun i t y 
C o n s o l i d a t e d  S c h o o l 
District No. 43. Subdivision 
Name: Perrys 2nd Addition 
Jonesboro. Lots 7, 8, 9.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Dale W. Yates. Grantee: Cathy 
A. Yates, Dale W. Yates. Tract 
Section 10 Township 12S 
Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Cassie N. Cohen, Zechariah 
J. Cohen. Grantee: Brandon 
Allen Griffin. Tract Section 
19 Township 12S Range. 
Subdivision Name: Houseman 
Subdivision. Lots 4, 5.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Jaime L. Watkins, James B. 
Watkins. Grantee: Cassie 
Cohen, Zechariah Cohen. 
Subdivision Name: Watkins 
Northside Add. Jonesboro. 
Lots 2, 3.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Robert Dale Yates. Grantee: 
The Robert D. and Jane L. 
Yates Family Trust. Jane 
L. Yates. Robert D. Yates. 
Tract Section 6 Township 11S 
Range 1E. Tract Section 7 
Township 11S Range 1E.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Anna-Jonesboro National 
Bank. Grantee: Alan Yates, 
Misty Yates. Tract Section 26 
Township 13S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
James M. Meisenheimer, 
Lance Meisenheimer. Grantee: 
Lance Meisenheimer. Tract 
Section 30 Township 12S 
Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Scott Curtin, Jim Curtin, Todd 
Curtin, Ryan Curtin. Grantee: 
Althea E. Rhodes, William 
Rhodes. Subdivision Name: 
Wintead Davies 3rd Add. of 
Anna. Lot 62.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Tamela S. Lewis. Grantee: 
Bethany M. Meltin. Tract 
Section 10 Township 12S 
Range 2W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Anthony M. Harper, Anthony 
M. Young, Samuel K. Young. 
Grantee: Samuel K. Young. 
Subdivision Name: Youngs 
Add. Lot 1.

Q u i t  C l a i m  D e e d . 
Grantor: Anthony Michael 
Young, Samuel Kent Young. 
Grantee: Samuel Kent Young. 
Subdivision Name: Youngs 
Add. Lot 2.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Nolan Nakamura. Grantee: 
Regina Nakamura. Tract 
Section 30 Township 12S 
Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Anna-Jonesboro National 
Bank .  G ran tee :  F loyd 
Mayberry. Tract Section 28 
Township 13S Range 2W. 

Traffic Citations
The following people were 

cited for speeding and were 
assessed $164 in fines and 
court costs as recorded at the 
Union County circuit clerk’s 
office in Jonesboro:

B l a k e  R .  S e l l a r s , 
Murphysboro.  Delphine 
Green, Chicago. Craig E. 
Brazelton, Waterloo. Patricia 
A. Roach, Anna. Mohammed 
A. Mohammed, Clarksville, 
Ind. 

Marty R. Beers, Cambria. 
William C. Williams, Bellwood. 
Pedro  Garc ia ,  To ledo, 
Ohio. Robin S. Freeman, 
Murphysboro. Truth Lamya 
Marsh, Carbondale. Gregory 
A l e x a n d e r  M u r p h r e e , 
Hernando, Miss.

Francisco Octavio Solis 
Conde, Memphis, Tenn. 
Steve Wayne Crow, Cord, 
Ark. Mark Eugene Wixson, 
Weidman, Mich. Pamela 
J. Alsip, Anna. Jill Renee 
Watson, Vergennes. Betty 
Jean Williams, Memphis, 
Tenn. 

Ha Ngoc Nguyen, Sterling 
Heights, Mich. Elvira Carter, 
Chicago. Thomas Dale 
Carso, Royalton. Heather J. 
Morrison, Carbondale. David 
M. Howerton, Martin, Tenn. 
Lisa M. Cawley, Anna. 

Hannah Rose Lanter, 
Dickson, Tenn. Darris Lamont 
Whitehead, Cape Girardeau. 
Jose Alfredo Brena, Elkhart, 
I n d .  M a k a y l a  A s h a n t i 
Stephens Jones, Prairieville, 
La. Alejandro Zaragoza, 
Carbondale.

The fol lowing people 
were cited for the indicated 
violations and were assessed 
$164 in fines and court costs 
as recorded at the circuit 
clerk’s office:

Emily N. Bollie, Jackson, 
Mo., fail to reduce speed. 
Phoenix E. Jahn, Makanda, 
reg is t rat ion expi rat ion. 
Jennifer L. Ames, Jonesboro, 

electronic communication 
device. Wyatt James Isom, 
Cape Girardeau, electronic 
communication device. 

Winter book sale
set at Stinson
Library, Anna

A winter book sale is 
planned Feb. 7-9 at Stinson 
Memorial Library in Anna.

The sale is sponsored 
by the Friends of Stinson 
Library.

The library is located at 
409 S. Main St. in Anna.

A Friends appreciation 
sale is scheduled from 4 
p.m. to 6 p.m. on Feb. 7. 
Memberships, which are $5, 
will be available at the sale.

The book sale will be 
open to the public from 8 
a.m. until 2 p.m. on Feb. 8.

A bag sale is scheduled 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Feb. 9.
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Shawnee High School homecoming court
Homecoming was celebrated Jan. 18 at Shawnee High School in Wolf Lake. 

The homecoming court included Olivia Jackson, escorted by Jesse Ellet; 
Kirsten Pitts, escorted by Ryan Schaefer; Jayclynn Presutti, escorted by Koby 
McLane; and Maddie Smith, escorted by Jeremiah Hale. The retiring queen 
and king were Autumn McMahan and Gabe Thompson. Olivia Jackson was 
named as the 2020 homecoming queen. Jesse Ellet was named as the 2020 
homecoming king. Photo provided.

Anna Arts Center to present
six theater productions in 2020

The theme for the Shaw-
nee Hills Arts Council’s 
2020 theater season is “Year 
of the Women.” Perfor-
mances will be presented 
at the council’s Anna Arts 
Center.

“Year of the Women” 
celebrates when women in 
the United States earned the 
right to vote.

On Aug. 26, 1920, the 
19th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution went into 
effect and citizens of the 
United States could no 
longer be denied the right 
to vote on the basis of sex.  

During 2020, the Shaw-
nee Hills Arts Council cel-
ebrates the100-year anni-
versary of women’s right 
to vote by performing six 
plays/musicals, including:

Feb. 28 through March 1, 
“Women of Choice.”

April 17-19, “The Long 
Hot September.”

April 24, murder mys-
tery.

July 31 through Aug. 2, 
“Nunsense.”

Oct. 2-4, “The Decade 
that Roared.”

Nov. 13-15, “Polkadots: 
The Cool Kids Musical.”

“Women of Choice”
“Women of Choice” is 

a play of 10 monologues 
by David Rush from Mur-
physboro.  

“The monologues all 
had one thing in common: 
they were about women 
who had made or are mak-
ing choices in their lives: 
some good, some bad; some 
lucky, some not; some fun-
ny, some tragic; some re-
alistic, some fantastical,” 
Rush shared.

Performances are set for 
7 p.m. Feb. 28-29 and 2 
p.m. March 2.

“The Long Hot Sep-
tember”

“The Long Hot Septem-
ber” is a romantic comedy 
by Vincent Rhomberg. 

A recalcitrant widow 
becomes the object of small 
town gossip when she ac-
companies her dead sister’s 
husband on a day trip.  

Will she leave her grief 
behind and begin a new life 
journey? 

“The Long Hot Septem-
ber will be directed by 
Steve Falcone. 

Performances are sched-
uled at 7 p.m. April 17-18 
and 2 p.m. April 19.

“Nunsense”
“Nunsense” is a comedy 

musical by Dan Goggin. 
The show is a fund-raiser 
put on by the Little Sisters 
of Hoboken to raise money 
to bury sisters accidentally 
poisoned by the convent 
cook, Sister Julia (Child of 
God). “Nunsense” will be 
directed by Morgan Bunch.

Performances are sched-
uled at 7 p.m. July 31 and 
Aug. 1 and 2 p.m. Aug. 2.

Murder Mystery
Oliver Bestul’s latest 

play, “The Birding Body,” 
will be presented in one 
performance only at 7 p.m. 
April 24.

“The Decade That 
Roared”

“ T h e  D e c a d e  T h a t 
Roared” is an original com-
pilation script designed to 
bring out the best of this 
important decade in Amer-
ican history. 

The production will fea-
ture lots of familiar music 
and delightful characters. 
It is written by Dr. Lynn 

Steveson and will be direct-
ed by Cody Acklin. 

Performances are set for 
7 p.m. Oct. 2-3 and 2 p.m. 
Oct. 4.

“Polkadots: The Cool 
Kids Musical”

The plot of “Polkadots: 
The Cool Kids Musical” 
follows 8-year-old Lily 
Polkadot, who just moved 
to the “Squares Only” small 
town of Rockaway. 

As the first Polkadot in 
an all Square school, Lily 
faces an almost impossible 
task of gaining acceptance 
from her peers. 

From daily bullying 
to segregated drinking 
fountains, Lily’s quest 
seems hopeless until she 
meets Sky, a shy Square 
boy whose curiosity for 
her unique polkadot skin 
blooms into an unexpected 
pal-ship. 

Inspired by the events 

‘LEGO Building’
event planned
at Southeast

The Rosemary Berkel 
and Harry L. Crisp II Mu-
seum at Southeast Missouri 
State University’s River 
Campus in Cape Girardeau 
plans to celebrate a Family 
Day on Feb. 8 with “LEGO 
Building.”

The free event is sched-
uled from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and offers an afternoon of 
LEGO themed games and 
events. 

Participants can help 
build the museum’s first 
LEGO sculpture and create 
their own model or figurine 
to take home. Supplies will 
be provided.

The Crisp Museum is in 
the Cultural Arts Center at 
Southeast Missouri State 
University’s River Campus, 
which is located at 518 S. 
Fountain St. in Cape Gi-
rardeau.

For more information, 
call 573-651-2260 or email 
museum@semo.edu.

Snake Road, Underground
Railroad topics of presentations

The Underground Rail-
road and the Snake Road 
are scheduled to be the 
topics of programs which 
are planned at Giant City 
State Park near Makanda.

Further  information 
about the upcoming free  
programs is available by 
calling 618-457-4836. 

“Snake Road: A Southern 
Illinois Treasure” is the 
title of a program which is 
scheduled Saturday, Feb. 8.

Biologist John Palis 
plans to lead a virtual walk 
of the world-famous Snake 
Road from 1 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m. in the visitors center.

Snake Road is located on 
the Shawnee National For-
est and is in Union County, 
near Wolf Lake.

The Snake Road area is 
home to a diverse array of 
amphibians, reptiles and 
other wildlife, as well as 
a rich display of plant life.

Palis plans to share his 
observations about snakes 
and the other natural won-
ders at Snake Road.

The Underground Rail-
road in Southern Illinois is 
scheduled to be the topic of 
a program which is planned 
Sunday, Feb. 9. The pro-
gram is scheduled to begin 
at 1 p.m. 

The Underground Rail-
road was a vast, but secret, 
network of travel routes and 
safe havens to help African 
Americans escape slavery.

U.S. Forest Service/
Shawnee National For-
es t  her i tage  program 

Jonesboro School planning
to host Family Fun Night

Jonesboro Elementa-
ry School plans to host a 
Famiily Fun Night from 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 8.

Laser tag, carnival games, 
bingo, raffles, barbeque, piz-
za, a bake sale and a silent 
auction will fill the evening.  

Laser tag will be set up 
in the gym. Bands can be 
purchased for $12 for un-
limited playing of games, or 
a ticket to play one game is 
$2.  Laser tag will run from 
5 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.

Barbecue sandwiches, 
nachos and pizza will be 
served and sold in the cafe-
teria. Bake sale items will be 
available in the concession 
stand.

Tourism bureau board officers, executive director
The Southernmost Illinois Tourism Bureau Board of Directors recently had 

its annual meeting. At the meeting, the board re-elected Toni Cannon of Keller’s 
Crossing Golf Course as its director, Brandy Nance of the Shawnee Hills Wine 
Trail as vice president and Tom Mueller of the Mound City National Cemetery 
Preservation Commission as treasurer. The officers are with Carol Hoffman, 
who is the executive director of the Southernmost Illinois Tourism Bureau.

of The Little Rock 9, “Pol-
kadots” serves as a col-
orful history lesson for 
children, reminding them 
that individual differences 
make everyone awesome, 
not outcasts. The musical 
will be directed by Sandy 
Buchheit. 

Performances are set for 
7 p.m. Nov. 13-14 and 2 
p.m. Nov. 15.

Season Tickets
Season tickets for all six 

shows are $75 for adults 
and $20 for children 12 and 
under, a savings of $10. 

For more information 
call Lee’s cell phone at 
904-625-1109 or email 
vabchlee@gmail.com; or 
stop by the Here & Now 
Shop to buy season tickets. 
The Here & Now Shop is 
located at 319 S. Main St. 
in Anna. Hours are Tuesday 
through Saturday, from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m.

Carnival games will be 
located on the stage for 50 
cents a ticket. All games 
are one to two tickets. The 
carnival will last from 5 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  

Lots of prizes can also be 
won at bingo located in the 
science room.

Eighth grade students 
are selling raffle tickets to 
win a large screen smart 
television. The drawing will 
be held at 7:45 p.m. that 
night. You do not need to 
be present to win.

A s i len t  auc t ion  i s 
planned from 5 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. in the cafeteria. 
Local businesses have giv-
en donations for the silent 
auction.

manager Mary McCor-
vie plans to talk about the 
role that Southern Illinois 
and pre-Civil War African 
American communities 
played in the Underground 
Railroad network.

Several natural land-
marks on the Shawnee 
National Forest remain 
as markers of the Under-
ground Railroad.
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Early & Grace Period
Voting Schedule

2020 Primary Election
March 17, 2020

Early Voting Schedule
Starting Thursday, February 6, 2020, through Mon-
day, March 16, 2020, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Excluding 
weekends except dates listed below:

Saturday, March 14, 2020 - 8 a.m. to Noon
Sunday, March 15, 2020 - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Grace Period Voting Schedule
Starting Wednesday, February 19, 2020, through 
Monday, March 17, 2020, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Excluding weekends except dates listed below and 
Tuesday, March 17, 2020, Primary Election Day.

Saturday, March 14, 2020 - 8 a.m. to Noon
Sunday, March 15, 2020 - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Primary Election Day is Tuesday, March 17, 2020, 
6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Early and Grace voting will be held at the Union 
County Clerk's Office, located at:

309 W. Market Street, Room 116
Jonesboro, IL 62952

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

Reynoldsville News

First Presbyterian Church,
Cobden, calls interim pastor

The First Presbyteri-
an Church of Cobden has 
called the Rev. Dan Whit-
field as the church’s new 
interim pastor.

The church, located at 
103 N. Jefferson St. in 
Cobden, will be searching 
for a permanently installed 
pastor.

In the meantime, the 
Rev. Whitfield, who is a 
trained and experienced 
interim pastor, will pastor 
the church.

After a career of serv-
ing churches in Southern 
Illinois, the Rev. Whitfield 
retired in 2008.

Since then, he has served 
as interim pastor in Me-
tropolis, Harrisburg and 
most recently for Our Re-

deemer Lutheran Church 
in Marion.

He is a graduate of Lou-
isville Theological Semi-
nary in Louisville, Ky.

He brings a variety of 
interests and experiences 
to the ministry.

Upon graduating from 
college, he served for eight 
years as a volunteer and 
then paid staff working 
in rural and agricultural 
development in Viet Nam.

He has been active in 
Scouting, 4-H, Habitat for 
Humanity, hospice and 
crisis intervention.

He has always been in-
volved in local ministerial 
alliances and is a strong 
supporter of grassroots 
ecumenical activities.

On the fourth Sunday 
after the Epiphany at Wal-
nut Grove United Meth-
odist Church, Layleigh 
lit the altar candles while 
Johnathan played the mu-
sical prelude on the piano. 
Layleigh also collected the 
offering.

The congregation shared 
in Holy Communion during 
the Eucharist service.

Pastor Bobbi read the 
gospel from Matthew re-
lated to meekness and the 
ability to submit to the 
will of God and trust Him 
completely.  

Prayers were requested 
for Carol Harwood and 
her family, Danny Clover, 
Rodney Crowell, Sandy 
Hartline and for all of the 
people affected or quaran-

tined by the coronavirus.
A thank you note was 

received and read in church 
from Operation Warm, 
thanking the church for its 
donation.

The next ladies’ lunch 
is planned Feb. 7 at 11:30 
a.m. at El Jalepeño in 
Anna.  

Thought for the weak: 
Whomever shows con-
tempt for his neighbor 
lacks sense, but a person 
with understanding keeps 
silent.  Proverbs 11:12.

The Sunday service, 
which includes Sunday 
School for children, starts 
at 9:30 a.m. 

The church is located at 
3195 Mountain Glen Rd. 
near Cobden, and near 
Illinois Route 127.

On Sunday, Feb. 2, Pas-
tor Perry Williams brought 
the messages at both ser-
vices. Dee Rose led wor-
ship. 

Ashley Massey provided 
special music in the morn-
ing service.

The Voyage Sunday 
School class is planned at 
9:45 a.m. Thursday, today, 
in the family room at the 
center. 

The Titus 2 Bible study 
group plans to meet at 9:30 
a.m. Saturday, Feb. 8.

Birthdays: Joe McRa-
ven, Feb. 6; Jean Kohler, 
Feb. 7. 

Anniversaries: Marc and 

Amy Sheffer, Feb. 2, 18 
years; James and Jerri Mill-
er, Feb. 6, 44 years.

The schedule for wor-
ship at the church for this 
coming week includes Bi-
ble study at 9 a.m. on Sun-
day, and worship services 
at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

Dig-In Children’s Min-
istry for children from 3 
years of age through 6th 
grade is planned from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednes-
day. 

Youth meet from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. on Wednesday.

An adult Bible study/
prayer meeting is planned 
at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday.

News from
First Baptist Church, Anna

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
Congregational songs at 

Sunday morning’s worship 
service were led by Pastor 
Randy Wright and the wor-
ship team.  

Ushers for the morn-
ing worship service were 
Curly Ralls, Mark Smith, 
Noah Wiseman and Robert 
Smith. 

Special music was pro-
vided by Abby Barlow and 
the worship team.  

An anointing service was 
held for special needs of the 
congregation.  

The morning message, 
titled “A Life of Overcom-
ing Sin,” was brought by 
Pastor Wright.

Congregational songs for 
Sunday evening’s worship 
service were led by Pastor 
Wright and the worship 
team.  

Ushers for the evening 
worship service were Rob-
ert Smith, Jason Elkins, 
Mark Smith and Terry 
Wiseman Sr. 

The evening message, 
titled “Living a Life Led by 
the Spirit,” was brought by 
Pastor Wright.

Birthdays: Lottie Smith, 
Rosa Coles, Feb. 2; Sherry 
Schnaare, Feb. 4.

A Prime Time luncheon 
is planned at 11 a.m. on 
Feb. 11 in the fellowship 
hall.

The schedule for Sunday, 
Feb. 16, includes: 10:45 
a.m., morning worship, 
Dan Bohi. 5 p.m., interces-
sion or deliverance, Melis-
sa Wright. 6 p.m., evening 
worship, Dan Bohi.

The schedule for Mon-
day, Feb. 17, includes: 6 
p.m., intercession or deliv-
erance, Melissa Wright. 7 
p.m., Dan Bohi.

The schedule for Tues-
day, Feb. 18, includes: 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m., four indi-
vidual sessions for prayer 
breakthrough, Terry and 
Melissa Wright. 6 p.m., 
intercession or deliverance, 
Melissa Wright. 7 p.m., 
Dan Bohi.

A missionary service is 
planned Feb. 23.

Sunday School begins at 
9:30 a.m. Worship services 
are Sunday at 10:35 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. and Wednesday 
at 6:30 p.m.

Quizzing is at 5 p.m. 
on Sunday for children in 
grades 1 through 6. Youth 
services and quizzing are at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday.

News from 
First Baptist Church, Jonesboro

News from
Walnut Grove Church

By Sue Eudy
Happy belated birthday 

wishes to Shirley Kohler 
of Anna, whose birthday 
was Monday, Jan. 27.

Shirley Miller of Mc-
Clure visited Thursday 
with Ermadell Elkins of 
Anna.

Friday night, Jonathan, 
Betsy, Brylie, Nash and 
Kyndal Oxford and Cam-
eron Wright, all of Anna, 
brought supper to Jack 
and Delores Reynolds of 
Reynoldsville.

Those helping Jackie 
Jennings of Reynoldsville 
celebrate her birthday 
Sunday at Applebee’s in 
Cape Girardeau were her 
husband Jay, Delores and 
Jack Reynolds and Rod-
ney and Vicki Reynolds 

of Wolf Lake. Jackie’s 
birthday was Saturday, 
Feb. 1.

Saturday visitors of 
Sue and Steve Eudy of 
Anna were Kevin and 
Emma Eudy and Jon-
athan Bohnert of Cape 
Girardeau.

Sue Eudy visited Thurs-
day afternoon with Shir-
ley Kohler and Ervina 
Johnson at River to River 
in Anna.

You are invited to at-
tend services at Reynolds-
ville Missionary Baptist 
Church. Sunday School 
is at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
morning worship service 
is at 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
evening worship service 
is at 6 p.m. Rev. Jamie 
Bridgeman is the pastor. 

In the Sunday morn-
ing service on Feb. 2, 
Associate Pastor David 
Howard’s sermon was 
titled “A Life Built on 
God’s Word.” Scripture 
was from John.

In the Sunday morning 
service on Jan. 26, Pastor 
Nick DiMauro’s sermon 
was titled “Counting the 
Cost.” Scripture was from 

Luke.
Mary Knight was guest 

music leader on Jan. 26 
and Feb. 2.

The church’s free meal 
for February has been 
cancelled. 

People can still come to 
the church on Feb. 10 to 
receive their commodity 
bags from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
in the fellowship hall.

History fair held
at Lick Creek School

A history fair was held Tuesday, Jan. 28, at Lick 
Creek School. Judges reviewed eight projects 
which were presented by 8th grade students. The 
6th grade also participated and one project received 
recognition. The students’ teacher is Angie Alsip. 
Cash prizes were awarded. The history fair was 
sponsored by the Union County Historical and 
Genealogy Society. Awards were presented to the 
students who are featured with their projects in the 
accompanying pictures. Photos provided.

6th grade: Lauren Ecker and Calie Pinnon. 
Project: “Shirley Chisholm.”

8th grade, first: Sammi Turner and Matti 
Houseman. Project: “Tammy Duckworth.”

8th grade, second: Lucas Hoehner. Project: 
“Tuskegee Airmen.”

8th grade, third: Gunnar Myers and Tysen Tripp. 
Project: “One Small Step for Man.”

Hess News
By Glenn Heisner

Correction: Shane and 
Kathy Spurlock did not 
come from Arizona due to 
ice at the St. Louis airport.

Delores celebrated her 
birthday at an area restau-
rant with relatives and 
friends.

The Associated Saddle 
Clubs of Southern Illinois 
had a meal and meeting at 
the Harrisburg American 
Legion Saturday night. 

Twenty-two clubs were 
represented, with 174 peo-
ple signing in. The purpose 
was to elect officers for 
the 54th 9 Day Trail Ride 
in July. Usually between 
2,000 to 3,000 campers and 
visitors are there. We had 
13 from the Union County 
club.

Anna Heights had our 
Souper Bowl meal Sunday, 
with a variety of soups, 
snacks and desserts. It was 
also a food drive for local 
food pantries.

Elle Basler of Anna has 
been named to the fall 
semester president’s list 
at McKendree University 
in Lebanon.

Elle is the daughter of 
John and JoElla Basler.

She is a 2017 graduate 
of Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School.

President’s list recog-
nition requires a perfect 
grade point average of 
4.0.

McKendree University 
in Lebanon has named its 
fall semester students.

S tudents  f rom the 
Union County area were 
among those earning rec-
ognition.

President’s list honors 
went to students who had 
a perfect 4.0 grade point 
average for the semester.

Dean’s list recognition 
went to students who 
earned a grade point av-

erage of 3.60 or higher for 
the semester.

President’s list hon-
ors were earned by Elle 
Basler, a senior from 
Anna.

Students on the dean’s 
list included:

Hailley Abernathy, a 
junior from Jonesboro. 
Madison Misner, a soph-
omore from Makanda. 
Zachary Odum, a junior 
from Anna.

McKendree names 
fall honor students

Elle Basler honor student



When the time of David’s death drew near, he gave these instructions to his son Solomon: “I am 
going the way of all flesh. Take courage and be a man. Keep the mandate of the LORD, your God, 
following his ways and observing his statutes, commands, ordinances, and decrees as they are written 
in the law of Moses, that you may succeed in whatever you do, wherever you turn, and the LORD 
may fulfill the promise he made on my behalf when he said, ‘If your sons so conduct themselves that 
they remain faithful to me with their whole heart and with their whole soul, you shall always have 
someone of your line on the throne of Israel.’” David rested with his ancestors and was buried in 
the City of David. The length of David’s reign over Israel was forty years: he reigned seven years in 
Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. Solomon was seated on the throne of his father David, 
with his sovereignty firmly established. From 1st Kings
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Birthday Celebration
Willie and Terrie Rhym-

er traveled to Sikeston, 
Mo., to Lambert’s to have 
a birthday dinner with their 
grandson Jordan Rhymer 
and his wife Alexis and 
children Hadley and Junior 
on Jan 31. Jordan turned 23. 

Anniversaries
Dennis and Kathy Thorn-

burg celebrated their 26th 
wedding anniversary Jan. 
1 in Hawaii.  Jan. 3 Terry 
and Tina Riley.

Jimmy and Mary Ann  
Courtright celebrated their 
71st wedding anniversary 
at their daughter Diane’s 
and family Wednesday, 
Jan. 29. They were honored 
with a beautiful cake made 
by Davis Pastry.

Guest
Guest of Carolyn Ury 

was her sister Elaine Shep-
ard of Cape.

Birthday Celebration
Carol Gordon was hon-

ored on her birthday with 
a dinner at El Jalapeno in 
Anna. Those present were 
her son and daughter, Ker-

On Saturday, Jan. 25, Eureka College recognized 
former women’s basketball head coach Sandy 
Schuster. A plaque was given in her honor to 
designate a section of seats in the gym dedicated 
to her. A large number of family, friends, and her 
former players were in attendance for this great 
honor. Congratulations Sandy.

Hill girl cousins met Jan. 22 at The Kitchen on 
Lafayette in Anna for a luncheon. Six out of nine 
were in attendance. Great reminiscing, fellowship 
and food were enjoyed. Everyone agreed to 
continue the event as often as possible and to 
hopefully expand with more cousins attending. 
Seated from left are Rolla Sue Hill McFarland, 
Donna K Hill Morgan, Joyce Hill Plott and Jackie Hill 
Burns, Standing are Susan Schuster Rendleman 
and Sharon Hill Morgan.

M a r s h a  G r i f f i n , 
community outreach 
liaison from the office 
of the Illinois Attorney 
G e n e r a l ’s  B u r e a u ,  
gave a presentation 
about consumer fraud  
for AFSCME Retirees 
Subchapter 90 members.

Hunter and Aubrey 
Swink at the altar at 
S p a r k  M i n i s t r i e s . 
Sunday School is at 9:45 
a.m. Church service is 
at 11 a.m. at the former 
Shawnee Elementary 
S o u t h  S c h o o l  i n 
McClure. Everyone is 
welcome.

Jimmy and Mary Ann Courtright celebrated their 
71st wedding anniversary Jan. 29.

Dennis and Kathy Thornburg, Kathy’s daughter Andrea Stearns and 
husband Garrett, granddaughter Piper. Kathy’s brother Gene Brimm, Kathy’s 
niece Haleigh Black from Springfield and friend Geloria Jerrell enjoyed a trip to 
Hawaii. They were celebrating  Dennis and Kathy’s 26th wedding anniversary 
Jan. 1. Photographer Dennis.

Rev. Richard Sullins and the church family of 
United Methodist Church Anna welcomed Theresa 
Lamszus Sunday morning when she joined the 
church. Theresa is also the administrative assistant.

The A-J Band Boosters, along with the help of 
the Anna Kiwanis Club, are again holding a fish 
fry. The proceeds will benefit the band and choir 
activities. The fish fry is scheduled March 14, from 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m., at the Anna Kiwanis building at 
the Anna City Park. Tickets are on sale and can be 
purchased from any band/choir member, at Sylvia’s 
Brushstrokes and SI Hemp & CBD, and at a pep 
band attended home basketball game. $10 for a 
full meal of fried fish, fries, baked beans, slaw and 
drink.  Pictured are two members of the A-J pep 
band, Zach Dudley and Katie Jo Kirk.

Mary Stroh, Karen Toler, Cindy Vines, Carol Bauer, Laurie Tuthill and Betty 
Eagle had an enjoyable brunch at The Iron Whisk in Cobden.

ry and Cindi Wills, three 
granddaughters, Maci and 
Challi’s, Lena and Gene, 
friends of Kerry and Cindi. 
Carol said she truly had an 
exceptional time.

Thanks
A special thanks to Astin 

Farms and Melba Nork for 
giving me credit when they 
renewed their subscriptions 
to The Gazette-Democrat.  

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church

Twenty-seven ladies 
gathered at Anna Heights 
for the First Mama Lou’s 
craft event in honor of Lou-
ise Williams, who recently 
passed away. 

Louise had a servant 
heart for missions and es-
pecially the Carmi Baptist 
Children’s Home. 

The ladies made finger-
nail polish necklaces, one 
to keep and one to sell to 
raise funds for the chil-
dren’s home. 

Pelesia Carson, who 
is a house parent at the 
children’s home, was the 
speaker for the evening   

The next craft evening 
will be Feb. 27 and they 
will be making a sign. If 
anyone is interested in 
joining, please contact the 
church office. 

Unchained Ministries
Worships times are 10 

a.m. Wednesday for Bible 
study, Sunday at 6 p.m. 
and a gospel music night 
on the first Saturday of 
each month at 6 p.m. The 
church is next to Anna 
Dollar Store.

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

The church family was 
happy to welcome to the 
church membership There-
sa Lamszus, who joined the 
church Sunday morning. 
Theresa is also the church’s 
administrative assistant. 

Sunday morning greeters 
were Gaylon and Clara 
Cates. 

Liturgist Lynn Steveson 
welcomed everyone and 
read the scriptures. Barbara 
House led the singing. 

Carla Anderson, director 
of music, played the organ. 
Marcy Morris played the 
piano. Sound and video 
technician is Warren An-
derson.  

A beautiful special, “I 
Will Sing,” was presented 
by the ladies choir. 

Rev. Richard Sullins told 
the children how Jesus 
blessed the little children 
how they can bless other 
people by helping them and 
being kind. 

Holy Communion was 
taken. A special thanks 
to Jack Zimmerman for 
baking the bread for Com-
munion.

Chris Foster told how 
this year was the seventh 
anniversary of Loaves and 
Fishes, the free community 
meal. 

The February meal, a 
barbeque pork sandwich, 
cheese potatoes, green 
beans and dessert, will be 
served Tuesday, Feb. 19, 
from 5 p.m. until 6 p.m. 

For the January Loaves 
and Fishes, 122 people 
came. Everyone is wel-
come. 

Rev. Richard Sullins’ 
message was on blessings 
with scripture from Reve-
lation. He told about all his 
blessings.  

After church the youth 
served soup in the family 
fellowship hall for Souper 
Bowl Sunday. Soup cans 
were also collected for the 
food pantry.  

February ushers are 
Brinley, Easton and Natilyn 
Corbit and Emily Belcher. 

In December the youth 
and their families went 
to the National Shrine of 
Our Lady of the Snows 
in Belleville to see the 
Way of Lights. They ate at 
the Shrine restaurant. The 
youth rode together and 
took turns reading the signs 
telling of Jesus birth.  

The youth enjoyed a 
lock-in at the church in 
January.

The youth group plans 
to meet Feb. 9 and 23 and 

March 8 from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. on Sunday 
evenings.

Texas Guests
Guests of John and Tra-

cee Foley were their family 
from Texas.

American Legion
Meeting Tuesday, Feb. 

11, at 5 p.m.
Anna VFW
A fish dinner will be 

served Friday from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Star Karaoke will 
be at the post from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m.

Family Fun Night
Jonesboro Grade School 

plans to have a Family Fun 
Night on Saturday, Feb. 8, 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
school.

Dinner will be served 
in the cafeteria, pizza or 
barbeque. 

Bring the kids for an 
evening of games, bingo, 
Lazer tag and more.

Adults can enjoy the 
family fun night, too. There 
will be a TV raffle, bake 
sale and silent auction.

All proceeds will go to 
the 8th grade class for their 
field trip and graduation. 

Spark Ministries
Spark Ministries meets 

Sunday,  wi th  Sunday 
School at 9:45 a.m. to 
10:45 a.m., church ser-
vice at 11 a.m., at the for-
mer Shawnee Elementary 
South School in McClure. 
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 4, Over-
comers started early meet-
ings, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. On 

the first night of this transi-
tion  guest speaker Kenneth 
Verble gave his testimony.  

Bye Bye Birdie
Students at A-JCHS are 

working hard on the mu-
sical Bye Bye Birdie they 
will perform Friday, March 
13, and Saturday, March 
14, at 7 p.m. and Sunday, 
March 15, at 2 p.m.

Band, Chorus Fish Fry
The Anna Kiwanis fish 

fry to benefit the A-JCHS 
band and chorus will be 
Saturday, March 14, from 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Ki-
wanis building at the Anna 
City Park. Meal $10. There 
will be baked goods also to 
buy. After the dinner go to 

A-JCHS for the Musical 
Bye Bye Birdie at 7 p.m.

AFSCME Ret irees 
Subchapter 90

The retirees met at Anna 
Heights Baptist Church. 
President Jim Wright called 
the meeting to order and 
everyone stood and said 
the pledge to the flag of the 
United States Of America.

Guest speaker  was Mar-
sha Griffin. She gave a con-
sumer fraud presentation.

Debbie Nash read the 
secretary’s report. Teresa 
Vincent read the treasurer’s 
report. Reported 30 new 
members. The door prize 
was won by Jim Wright. 

The group meets on 
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THURSDAY FEBRUARY 6, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA Count down
(HD)

Mir a cle Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven The New Pope
(HD)

aaa “Happy
Gilmore”

“Ter mi na tor 2:
Judg ment Day”
Killer ro bots.:30 Mir a cle BUNK’D

7 PM Sta tion 19 “Eu -
logy”

Young Man (HD) Brook lyn NBA Bas ket ball
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D The Out sider
(HD)

“Idiocracy”
Rule of the wit -
less.:30 Uni corn Out matched Brook lyn Bang (HD) Syd ney

8 PM Grey’s Anat omy
(HD)

Mom (HD) Dep uty Med i cal
wing.

Will (HD) Bang (HD) The Sin ner “Part 
I”

Ra ven “Alita: Bat tle
An gel” (‘19)
Am ne sia cy borg.

(:55) “The Up -
side” (‘19) Un -
likely chem is try.:30 Carol’s In debted Bang (HD) Just Roll (:25) aa “The

Di lemma” (‘11)
(HD)9 PM A Mil lion Lit tle

Things
Tommy (HD) Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Law & Or der:
SVU

Bang (HD) Briarpatch (HD) Coop & Cam

:30 NBA Bas ket ball
(HD)

Bang (HD) Syd ney

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan (:54) Chi cago
P.D.

Unsittable Curb Your (:20) “Chan’s
First Strike”
(‘96)

DESUS &

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Mir a cle Just Roll Av e nue 5 Car toon

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Mir a cle The Sin ner “Part 
I”

Ra ven “Brides maids”
(‘11)

DESUS &

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Ra ven “Were wolf” The Cir cus

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 7, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams UFC Fight Night
Pre lims

“The Scor pion
King” (‘02) An -
cient as sas sin.

Fam ily Ra ven Out sider “The Pledge”
Cop seeks killer.

“House Party”
(‘90):30 Fam ily BUNK’D “Aquaman”

(‘18) Search for
an cient power
source. (HD)7 PM House wife MacGyver (HD) WWE Fri day

Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

Lin coln Crime
cases.

Fam ily BUNK’D “Boyz n the
Hood” (‘91) Life
in gang zone.:30 Boat (HD) Fam ily Owl House “The Old Man & 

the Gun” (‘18)8 PM 20/20 In ves ti ga -
tive news. (HD)

Ha waii Five-0
(HD)

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

UFC Fight Night “Star Wars: Ep -
i sode I: The
Phan tom Men -
ace” (‘99) Liam
Neeson.

Fam ily Ra ven

:30 Fam ily Just Roll

9 PM Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Fam ily Coop & Cam Real Time Maher
(HD)

Strike Mo’Nique &

:30 Fam ily Syd ney (:50) Strike Back
(HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Fam ily Unsittable High Maint DESUS &

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily Owl House Real Time Maher
(HD)

(:40) “The Mus -
tang” (‘19,
Drama)

(:40) Mo’Nique &

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

ELEAGUE (HD) Fam ily Ra ven

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Fam ily Ra ven High Maint “Gang ster”

THURSDAY
7:00pm

MAX Idiocracy aac (2006, Com edy) Luke
Wil son, Maya Rudolph. An av er age Joe is cho -
sen to be the test sub ject for a mil i tary hi ber -
na tion pro gram, and wakes up 500 years later
in a fu ture so ci ety ruled by stu pid ity. R (HD)

8:30pm
CBS Carol’s Sec ond Act “Se crets” Carol
dis cov ers a se cret hobby that Lexie en joys be -
fore learn ing an even big ger one; Ca leb con -
tends against an in sur ance com pany over one
of his pa tients. (HD)

FRIDAY
8:30pm

USA Mod ern Fam ily “The But ler’s Es cape”
Luke wants to quit magic; as a side ef fect of
preg nancy, Glo ria be gins snor ing, keep ing the
en tire house awake; Mitch and Cam de cide to
swap du ties. TVPG (HD)

9:05pm
DISN Coop & Cami Ask the World Two
mid dle school sib lings co-host an on line show
with the help of their lit tle brother and a best
friend while they nav i gate their ad ven tur ous
home life. TV G (HD)

7:00pm
HBO Ma aac (2019, Thriller) Octavia
Spencer, Juliette Lewis. A lonely woman gets
asked by a teen ager new to town if she can
buy al co hol for her and her friends, but the
lady’s hos pi tal ity quickly turns into an ob ses -
sion. R (HD)

8:00pm
USA Fri day aaa (1995, Com edy) Ice Cube,
Chris Tucker. As two friends re lax, smoke and
drink on a porch in Los An geles, col or ful
neigh bor hood char ac ters try to en tice them
with crime, sex, drugs and more. R TV14

SATURDAYSATURDAY FEBRUARY 8, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams XFL Foot ball
(Live)

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

(5:30) “The
Mummy” (‘99)
Re turn of the
dead.

aac “Next
Fri day” (‘00)
Trou ble finds a
man.

Unsittable (4:55) “Hellboy”
(‘19)

(:10) Strike Back
(HD)

Home land (HD)

:30 Unsittable

7 PM NBA: Jump To Be An -
nounced

The Masked
Singer

To Be An -
nounced

Big City “Ma” (‘19) A
lonely woman.
(HD)

aa “Lep re -
chaun” (‘93,
Hor ror) (R)

Home land (HD)

:30 NBA Bas ket ball
Los An geles vs
Golden State
(Live) (HD)

Cham pi on ship
Drive: Who’s In?

Big City

8 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lego Mas ters
(HD)

Date line NBC
(HD)

Bang (HD) aaa “Fri day”
(‘95, Com edy)
Los An geles life.

Big City Showtime
Cham pi on ship
Box ing from
PPL Cen ter in
Al len town, Pa.
(Live) (HD)

:30 Bang (HD) Big City (:40) McMillion$
(HD)

(:35) “Lep re -
chaun 2" (‘94,
Hor ror)9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live

(HD)
Bang (HD) BUNK’D

:30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D (:35) The Out -
sider10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
PBC Fight Lo cal SportsCenter

(HD)
Fron tal Briarpatch (HD) Unsittable (:05) “Lep re -

chaun 3" (‘95,
Hor ror):30 PBC Fight Sat. Night Live

Sketch com edy.
Mir a cle Owl House High Maint

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

aa “Run away
Bride”

The Sin ner “Part 
I”

Ra ven aaa “The Is -
land” (‘05):30 Ra ven “Lep re chaun” DESUS &

THURSDAY

MONDAY FEBRUARY 10, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball Florida
State vs Duke
(HD)

Fam Guy Fam ily Ra ven (5:45) “Godzilla: 
King of the
Mon sters” (‘19)

(5:10) “Bring ing”
(‘03)

“En e mies”

:30 Lo cal Fam Guy Fam ily BUNK’D The Cir cus

7 PM The Bach e lor
Pur suit of love.
(HD)

Neigh bor. 9-1-1: Lone Star
(HD)

Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent: The Tal -
ent show case.

Fam Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

“Zom bies”
Zom bie pop u la -
tion.

aac “Billy
Mad i son” (‘95)
(HD)

Home land (HD)

:30 Bob Hearts Fam Guy

8 PM All Rise (HD) (:01) Prod i gal
Son

Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBD” (Live) (HD)

Fam Guy The New Pope
(HD)

Kid ding

:30 Fam Guy Unsittable “Happy
Gilmore” Tack -
ling golf.

Kid ding

9 PM The Good Doc -
tor

Bull “Quid Pro
Quo”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(:01) Man i fest
(HD)

Dad (HD) Coop & Cam McMillion$ (HD) Home land (HD)

:30 Dad (HD) Syd ney

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan Briarpatch (HD) Unsittable The New Pope
(HD)

“Wild Hogs”
(‘07) Mo tor cy cle
trip.

DESUS &

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Mir a cle Just Roll The Cir cus

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Mir a cle Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Ra ven McMillion$ (HD) DESUS &

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Ra ven “Thief” Car toon

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 11, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBD” (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) (5:10) “Harry
Pot ter & Hal -
lows 2" (‘11)
(HD)

Ra ven (5:50) “Long
Shot” (‘19)
Writer & dip lo -
mat. (R)

“Res cue Dawn”
(‘07)

(:15) “Phan tom”
(‘13, Thriller) Co -
vert mis sion.:30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D

7 PM Conners NCIS “Lonely
Hearts”

The Res i dent
(HD)

Games (HD) Bang (HD) “Zom bies”
Zom bie pop u la -
tion.

aa “Lep re -
chaun” (‘93,
Hor ror) (R):30 Bless Mess Bang (HD)

8 PM mixed-ish FBI “Leg acy”
(HD)

Gordon (HD) This Is Us (HD) Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBD” (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) The Big gest
Loser

“Ali Cavett Tale 
of Tapes” (‘18)

Home land (HD)

:30 black-ish Bang (HD) Unsittable (:35) aaa

“Hal low een”
(‘18) Masked
killer. (HD)9 PM For Life “Pi lot”

(HD)
FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(:01) New Am ster -
dam

Bang (HD) Miz & Mrs Coop & Cam “On the Ba sis
of Sex” Dis crim -
i na tion case.:30 Mir a cle Chrisley Syd ney (:40) The Out -

sider10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan Chrisley Unsittable

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Mir a cle Chrisley Just Roll Av e nue 5 “The Pledge”
Cop seeks killer.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Seinfeld The Big gest

Loser
Ra ven High Maint Kid ding

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Ra ven “The Curse” Kid ding

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 12, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Ste phen A Bang (HD) NCIS (HD) Ra ven McMillion$ (HD) aa “Some -
thing” (‘11)

(5:45) “The
Hunt for Red
Oc to ber” (‘90)
(HD)

:30 NBA Bas ket ball
Mil wau kee
Bucks at In di ana 
Pac ers (Live)

Bang (HD) BUNK’D

7 PM Goldbergs Sur vi vor Cher -
ished cast -
aways. (HD)

The Masked
Singer

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Bang (HD) WWE NXT (HD) “Zom bies”
Zom bie pop u la -
tion.

The Out sider
(HD)

“The
Change-Up”
(‘11) Body
switch ing. (HD)

:30 Schooled Bang (HD)

8 PM Fam ily (:01) Lego Mas -
ters

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Bang (HD) “Ma” (‘19) A
lonely woman.
(HD)

Home land (HD)

:30 Sin gle Bang (HD) Unsittable

9 PM Stumptown (HD) Crim i nal Minds
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

NBA Bas ket ball
Los An geles vs
Den ver (Live)
(HD)

Bang (HD) Miz & Mrs Coop & Cam (:55) “Deadpool 
2" (‘18) Cy borg
from fu ture.

“The Up side”
(‘19) Un likely
chem is try. (HD):30 Fron tal Miz & Mrs Syd ney The Shop

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Fam ily Zom bies Av e nue 5

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fron tal Fam ily Just Roll (:45) The New
Pope11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Seinfeld Fam ily Ra ven “Night School”

(‘18)
Kid ding

:30 Night line Corden Late Night SC (HD) Conan Fam ily Ra ven “Can You” Kid ding

SUNDAY
7:00pm

ABC The Os cars The top mov ies of 2019 are
hon ored at the 92nd an nual Acad emy Awards
cer e mony, where “Best Pic ture” nom i nee
“Joker” leads the field with 11 nods. (HD)

9:00pm
USA Dare Me “Code Red” Colette strug gles
to deal with the pres sure she feels as the re -
gional com pe ti tion ap proaches; Will is led to a
dark place by a chance en coun ter. TVMA (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

FOX 9-1-1: Lone Star “Studs” Owen and the 
team re spond three sep a rate in ci dents; Paul
anx iously pre pares for a first date; Grace at -
tempts to mend her re la tion ship with Judd.
TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
CBS All Rise “Pre lude to A Fish” Benner turns 
to Lola for help and to find any thing that could
po ten tially hin der her cam paign for At tor ney
Gen eral; Amy Quinn and Mark face each other
in court. (HD)

8:00pm
NBC This Is Us A group of strang ers are af -
fected by life’s un ex pected events when their
paths cross and life jour neys in ter sect in un likely
ways, re veal ing shared at trib utes. TV14 (HD)

9:00pm
ABC For Life “Pi lot” An in mate be comes a
law yer lit i gat ing cases for other in mates while
work ing tire lessly to over turn his own life sen -
tence for a crime he did not com mit. (HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
FOX The Masked Singer “Mask ing for a
Friend: Group A” Ac tress Leah Remini guest
joins the pan el ists. TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
HBO Ma aac (2019, Thriller) Octavia
Spencer, Juliette Lewis. A lonely woman gets
asked by a teen ager new to town if she can
buy al co hol for her and her friends, but the
lady’s hos pi tal ity quickly turns into an ob ses -
sion. R (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 9, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM (5:30) Os cars 60 Min utes (HD) Man (HD) Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent: The Fi -
nal ists per form.

XFL Foot ball
(Live)

“Cinderella”
(‘15)

Law & Or der:
SVU “In ter nal
Af fairs” (HD)

(5:35) “Zom bies”
(‘18)

“Ma” (‘19) A
lonely woman
tor tures teen ag -
ers.

“Ram page” (‘18)
(HD)

(5:55) Home land
(HD):30 Out matched

7 PM The Os cars
Films are hon -
ored. (HD)

NCIS “Wide
Awake”

Simp sons Yr of Black QB
(T)

aaac

“Beauty and
the Beast” (‘17) 
Belle re al izes.
(HD)

(:20) “Zom bies”
(‘18) Zom bie
pop u la tion.

“Ar ma ged don”
(‘98) Bruce Wil -
lis. As ter oid
threat ens. (HD)

The Cir cus

:30 Bur gers Car toon

8 PM FBI “Amer i can
Idol”

Fam Guy To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

30 for 30 “Vick
(Part 1)” (HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

The Out sider
(HD)

Home land (HD)

:30 Fam Guy

9 PM NCIS: New Or -
leans

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Dare Me “Code
Red”

“Zom bies”
Zom bie pop u la -
tion.

Av e nue 5 Kid ding

:30 “Ma lef i cent”
(‘14) Witch takes 
dras tic ac tion.

Curb Your aaac “Die
Hard” (‘88, Ac -
tion) A lone
hero. (HD)

Kid ding

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

Fam ily (:15) The Out -
sider

Home land (HD)

:30 (:35) Live From Fam ily “Zom bies”
Zom bie pop u la -
tion.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Fam ily (:15) Curb En thu -

si asm
Kid ding

:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Sports Mir a cle Fam ily “Jaws” Kid ding

MONDAY

Television Listings

the fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 1 p.m. All retirees 
are welcome  and encour-
aged to attend the meetings.

Birthday
Nick Nance celebrated 

his 28th birthday Jan. 28.
Women of Choice
The  Shawnee Hills  Arts 

Council and the Anna Arts 
Center announce the cast 
for their next production  
“Woman of Choice”  

Gynelle Baccus of Car-
terville will play Nora the 
Pedestrian. Seen as Artie, 
the Single Girl will be  
Sarah Gentry, a sophomore 
at A-J.  

Sharon, the painter will 
be portrayed by Jackie 
Beatty of Anna. Gail, the 
Mother will be played by 
Trinity Sweet, recent A-J 
graduate. 

Aphrodite, the Street 
Lady, is enacted by Debby 
McKibben of rural Anna. 
Closing the first Act will be 
Nancy Kucera of Cobden.  

The second act begins 
with Dianna Gaultney of 
Cobden, playing Helen the 
Daughter.  

Next will be a surprise 
actress in the role of Do-
ris, the Star. Michelle, the 
Soldier will be portrayed 
by Charlie Hope Dorsey of 
Carbondale.  

Closing the production, 
Rosalind the Repeater will 
be  played by Wanda  Dil-
low of Anna. All but two of 
these actresses have been 

on the arts center stage 
before.

These 10 actresses will 
bring to life the stories of 
each of the women they 
portray.  

David Rush of Murphys-
boro has written the script 
and it is being directed by 
Dr. Lynn Steveson of Anna, 
who has directed several 
plays at the arts center, and 
earlier  for PAST.

Performances are Friday, 
Feb. 28, at 7 p.m., Saturday, 
Feb. 29, at 7 p.m. and Sun-
day, March 1, at 2 p.m. 

This production is for 
high school and above 
because of mature themes.

Tickets are $15. Call 
Lee at 904-625-1109 to 
purchase or reserve seats.  
Tickets are also available 
at Brown Paper Bag tickets 
on the internet. 

Inclement weather could 
affect these dates.  If so, 
the production will be re-
scheduled.

Birthdays
Feb. 5 Bryan Crain,  

Mary Light, Donald Pip-
pins, 11 Alfred Kamp, 14 
Marilyn Miller, 16 Kay 
Johnston, Janice Lewel-
lyn, 17 Barbara House, 25 
Nancy Hooks, 26 Jo Ann 
Keller, 27 Marilyn Belcher, 
Lelia Spurlock.

Military Prayer List
I am starting a new mil-

itary prayer list because I 
am not sure if the names 
on my list are still serving 

in the military. 
Please let me know if 

you have a name to add to 
my list. May God bless and 
protect our military. 

R e a g a n  M o r r i s o n , 
Garre t t  Goins ,  James 
McWhorter, Jennifer Ann 
Bishop, Arin Whitemoun-
tain, Katelynn Williams,  
Lucas W. Davis, James 
Sullivan, Lindsey Keene, 
Jacob Schaefer,  Jerod 

Schaefer, Creighton Laster, 
Josh Steveson, Josh Wil-
liams,  Jim Bonner.  Nick 
Harvel, Nona Elizabeth 
Luke, Lucas J. Strickland, 
William Nathaniel Fran-
kell, Ethan Maze, Tanner 
Anderson, Hayden Young, 
Kiefer Stull, Davis Jorden 
Glasco, Ryan Hampton, 
Brittany Michelle Lence, 
Killian Jesse, Molly Noyes, 
C.J. Youngerman, Freddy 

Morse. 
Friends of Stinson
Stinson Memorial Li-

brary Friends of Stinson 
first book sale of 2020 is 
coming  this weekend.

Friday, Feb. 7, Friends 
appreciation sale, 4 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8, 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m., bag sale.

Dongola United Pente-
costal Church

Paula Wright, her brother 
Bill and Peggy really ap-
preciate the church family 
for all the prayers for them.

Super Bowl
Fred and Linda Clutts 

went to their sons and fam-
ilies to watch the Super 
Bowl and Super Bowl party 
at Tom and Natalie,  Kenny, 
Ben and Jodi with lots of 
good food to eat. Congrat-
ulations to Kansas City.

Ice at the pool
A thin layer of ice was seen during a mid-January visit to the Anna City Pool. The pool is located at 

the Anna City Park.



Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Commentary

‘Building Main Street,
not Wall Street’
Facts, figures, logic for truly local spending

By John A. Newby
Quote of the week: “Nobody can go back and create 

a new beginning, but anyone can start today and make a 
new ending.” Maria Robinson

This column has and will continue to stress the need for 
your community to rapidly create a Truly Local mentality. 

The case for your community to adopt a Truly Local 
mentality can be intangible at times. Ultimately, it comes 
down to real facts, figures and logic. 

Over time, we will convey in greater detail each of 
the facts, figures and logics discussed below in future 
columns. Let’s briefly touch on a few of the common 
tangible reasons for your community to adopt this hyper 
local mentality.

Number 1: Greater Financial Return
Numerous studies over the years show that dollars spent 

with locally owned and operated businesses recirculate 
throughout your community between three and seven 
times. This is compared to those same dollars being spent 
with Big Box and National Chain businesses, which cir-
culate just one time. 

Using a 10 percent sales tax as only an example, 
$1 million spent with big boxes and chains will return 
$100,000 in sales tax to your community, versus $300,000 
to $700,000 when being spent with locally-owned busi-
nesses. Those are real dollars for real communities.

Number 2: Greater Community Support
Additional studies have shown that owners of locally 

owned and operated businesses support local causes, 
organizations and charities by approximately a three-to-
one margin over businesses with outside or Wall Street 
ownership. 

The foundations of many communities are often built 
through active volunteerism, non-profit organizations 
and civic groups; this is a vital component to thriving 
communities.

Number 3: Community Involvement Quotient 
Owners and managers of locally-owned and operated 

businesses are four times more likely to be involved in 
leadership, politics and chambers in their communities 
than owners and managers of Big Box, Chain and out-
of-town or Wall Street owned businesses.

Number 4: Less Poverty Expectation
A recent study indicated that a community’s poverty rate 

is somewhat directly linked to the percentage of prosper-
ous locally owned and operated businesses. 

Put another way, the greater percentage of your retail 
dollars taking place with Big Boxes, Chains and out-of-
town or Wall Street owners within a smaller or midsized 
community, the higher the poverty rate might be expected 
to be. 

The more local innovation, creativity and entrepreneurs 
there are, coupled with active support of such by the vari-
ous community’s government entities; the greater expec-
tation for an increase in the average household incomes.

Number 5: Higher Financial Return Downtown
Dollars invested in the community’s downtown district 

return on average approximately 30 percent higher return 
on their investment or ROI. There is no better return a 
community can make of their tax dollars than stimulat-
ing the return of the heart and soul to a community’s 
downtown.

Number 6: Housing Market Stimulation
Want to grow the real estate values in and around 

your downtowns? It has been shown that by returning 
the vibrancy, heart and soul of your community to the 
downtown, you can also expect to see an increase in sur-
rounding real estate values as well. 

Not only does this create renewed pride in the commu-
nity, it grows the real estate ad valorem tax base, which 
benefits the school as well as the entire community.

As we indicated in a previous column, it isn’t that Big 
Boxes, Chains and out-of-town or Wall Street owned 
business are bad, that isn’t the case at all. 

The devil is always in the details, or in this case, the 
devil is in the balance. Cities that find a way to balance 
the growth of the Big Box or Chain segment of the com-
munity ALONG with the growth and support of the Truly 
Local business segment will find an economic balance that 
leads to great prosperity.

True balance is achieved by understanding. Communi-
ties must understand and realize that Big Box and Chains 
are only a fraction of the foundation from which to build. 
The Truly Local concentration, which brings true vibrancy 
to your community, will bring the true prosperity every 
community seeks. 

Additionally, it is all about building and creating 
uniqueness in your community, something that only a 
Truly Local concentration can create. As we will discus 
in the future, uniqueness will become vital in the new and 
emerging economics of your community.

John A. Newby is the author of the “Building Main 
Street, Not Wall Street” column, which is dedicated to 
helping communities and local media companies combine 
synergies, allowing them to not just survive, but thrive in 
a world where their “Truly-Local” identity is being lost 
to Amazon, Wall Street chains and others. His email is 
john@360MediaAlliance.net.

It was a dark and snowy night...always wanted to write those words...and, indeed, it was dark, and it was 
snowing when the photograph was taken Wednesday night, January 29, while yours truly was motoring home 
after another day of toiling at The Paragraph Factory.

Time for a little bit of this...and a little bit of that...
As sometimes happens in this space, we’re going to 

have a little bit of this...and a little bit of that...depending 
on where our simple little mind takes us...

...along with an even more shameless than usual plug 
for an upcoming event in our little corner of the world...

...here we go...

...if a groundhog in Union County land woke up last 
Sunday, which also happened to be the day that the Super 
Bowl was played, and saw its shadow, does that mean 
we’re going to have six more weeks of football?

Actually, the answer to that question is yes. Sort of. 
The new XFL is scheduled to begin its debut season this 
weekend. 

The league, as you may, or may not, know, and may, 
or may not, care, will have a team in St. Louis. I kind of 
hope the league, and the team in St. Louis, do well, just 
to spite the owner of the now-back-in-LA Rams. That’s 
another story...

...speaking of critters seeing their shadows early in 
February...

...The Other Half was doing some work in one of her 
flower gardens last Saturday and was greeted by an un-
expected visitor.

During some of her digging around, a skink (which is 
a lizard) showed up. Can’t be sure if the critter saw its 
shadow. It was kind of in the shade.

...speaking of gardens, The Other Half took care of her 
seed order last weekend. That is good. Fresh out of the 
garden tomatoes will be here soon...

...speaking of tomatoes out of the garden...

...the last two tomatoes from 2019’s garden were part 
of our Super Bowl feast last Sunday evening. 

We had picked some of the green ‘maters last fall, 
wrapped them in newspaper, and let them sit. 

We actually had three tomatoes that resembled some-
thing that looked like ripe. Two of them weren’t all that 
bad, for February. The third one went into the compost 
bucket and will likely come back as one of 2020’s to-
matoes.

...now, let’s get to that shameless plug that I mentioned 
back in the first paragaph...

...the Friends of Stinson Library are planning to have a 
winter book sale this Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

Friday’s sale is scheduled from 4 p.m. until 6 p.m., 
and is for members of the Friends group. Membership is 
only five bucks. 

The sale will be open to the public from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday. A bag sale is scheduled from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

The sale, by the way, will be at Stinson Memorial 
Library at 409 S. Main St. in metropolitan Anna. Check 
it out.

The folks in the Friends of Stinson use proceeds from 
the book sales to help support the library in a variety of 
ways, as we have noted before...

...speaking of books and libraries...

...The folks who do Gallup polls have found that “visit-
ing the library remains the most common cultural activity 
Americans engage in, by far.

“The average 10.5 trips to the library U.S. adults report 
taking in 2019 exceeds their participation in eight other 
common leisure activities”... including such activities as 
going to a movie or a live sporting event. 

In the Midwest, where folks have much more sense 
than anywhere else in the country, the number was even 
higher, according to numbers posted on Gallup’s website, 
with an average of 12.9 visits to the library.

As a book geek, I have to admit that the number of times 
Wonder what it means if a skink sees its shadow on 

the first day of February.

I visit the library would be higher. Much, much higher. 
Like I said, I’m a book geek.

The folks at Gallup noted that “despite the prolifera-
tion of digital based activities over the past two decades, 
including digital books, podcasts, streaming entertainment 
services and advanced gaming, libraries have endured 
as a place Americans visit nearly monthly on average.”

In closing, let me just suggest that based on the Gallup 
survey, be sure to gallop over to Stinson Memorial Library 
for this weekend’s book sale. We’re not horsing around 
about this. Find yourself a good book, take it home, curl 
up under a quilt and enjoy...

...let me close with a question for you to ponder...

...you might have heard, or read, this one already...and 
you may already have an answer...

...anyway, here’s the question: What if the hokey pokey 
is really what it’s all about?

Have fun.

In honor of the upcoming appearance by the band 
Lynyrd Skynyrd in Cape Girardeau, we offer you a 
photograph of three birds, which, by the way, were free 
birds...and did indeed fly away. In the for whatever it's 
worth category, we're pretty sure that the legendary 
rock and roll band's namesake has some sort of con-
nection to scribe who compiles this column...

Letter to the editor
America has lost its center

Have you heard the quote: “Nobody is above the law”? 
Seems it has been on the air and in print for a few months 
now. Are you above the law?

It’s easy for us to look at someone else and see their 
faults, but we perhaps don’t look in the mirror often 
enough to realize we too aren’t perfect. 

One example of I’m above the law is highway driving. 
The posted speed limits are rarely observed by drivers. 
Are we in such a big hurry that we have to violate the law? 
Many other examples can be given, but you get the picture.

Some quotations from James Davison Hunter of the 
University of Virginia. There is “a tendency toward the 
politicization of nearly everything.” “The amount of law 
that exists in any society is always inversely related to 
the coherence and stability of its common culture: law 
increases as cultural consensus decreases” (“To Change 
the World,” 102). 

Simply, America has lost its center. Trying to fill the 
void are partisans who use law and political maneuvering 
to achieve their own vision of how things should be. How 
is it turning out?

We live in the greatest country in the world. The free-
doms we enjoy did not come freely. Men and women 
have died to provide it, but perhaps we have become too 
self-centered to appreciate it. Everyone should read the 
Constitution of the United States and be familiar of what 
is right and what is wrong.

Most Americans say they want peace. Do you love 
your neighbor? If each person will show love and inter-
est in others, the world can be a better place. Let it begin 
with ME.

Signed, Norm Bauer, Anna

Political letters to the editor
All letters to the editor endorsing, opposing or 

pertaining to political candidates must be published as 
paid election letters. They will be subject to a publication 
fee of $50.

A paid election letter must be paid for by the 
writer. If the letter is paid for by another individual or 
organization, that information must be stated, according 
to election laws.

A letter must be signed and must contain the name 
of the person who wrote the letter, the writer’s address 
and the writer’s telephone number. The telephone 
number will not be published, but must be included for 
verification purposes.

The deadline to submit a paid election letter, and 
payment for the letter, is noon on the Thursday prior 
to publication of the letter. The newspaper reserves 
the right to edit a letter for clarity, brevity and legal 
purposes.

The Gazette-Democrat
Serving the Union County

area since 1849
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