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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Heavy rain, flooding, strong winds possible

Weather outlook
Union County is in the area which could receive 

4 to 5 inches of rain from Thursday, today, through 
Saturday. Image from website for the National 
Weather Service office in Paducah.

‘Tis the season...or at 
least twas the season, for 
displays like this one, 
which was spotted along a 
highway in Union County.

***
Union County had nearly 

5.7 feet of rain during the 
year 2019.

***
The Union County Sher-

iff’s Office reported that the 
recent Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays were pretty 
quiet.

***
Union County Sheriff 

Scott Harvel reports that 
the Illinois Sheriffs' As-
sociation is conducting an 
annual Associate Members 
renewal drive.

***
The Anna Police De-

partment made nearly 100 
criminal felony arrests and 
more than 160 criminal 
misdemeanor arrests dur-
ing 2019.

***
The Anna Fire Depart-

ment responded to 162 calls 
during 2019.

***
A U.S. flag disposal 

box has been placed at the 
Union County Courthouse 
in Jonesboro. More infor-
mation about this to come...

***
The City of Anna is seek-

ing proposals for the opera-
tion of Anna Park and Pool 
concessions for the 2020 
season. 

***
A huge crowd was on 

hand for a junior wrestling 
event which was held last 
Sunday at Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School.

(continued on page 2)

Junior wrestling tournament action
Hundreds of people came to Union County for an all-day wrestling tournament which was hosted by 

the Anna-Jonesboro Junior Wildcats Wrestling Club on Sunday, Jan. 5. Competition took place in the 
Union Hall gymnasium at Anna-Jonesboro Community High School. More photos from the tournament 
can be found elsewhere in Section A of this week’s paper. Photo by Benjamin Marxer.

Heavy rainfall, flooding 
and strong winds could 
be concerns for Southern 
Illinois, including Union 
County, Southeast Missouri 
and Western Kentucky as 
the week comes to an end.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
was reporting early this 
week that confidence re-
mained rather high for 
heavy rainfall, with a mini-
mum of 3 inches, to as 
much as 5 inches or more 
across parts of the region 
from today through Sat-
urday.

Union County is included 
in the area which could see 
from 4 to 5 inches of rain.

As of Monday afternoon, 
Jan. 6, the weather service 

was saying that “the heavi-
est rainfall and greatest 
impact is expected from 
Friday night into Saturday.”

“Nearly saturated ground 
conditions are already in 
place ahead of this up-
coming rain system,” the 
weather service said.

“Therefore, flooding is-
sues are likely to develop 
rather quickly. 

“Flooding of low-lying 
and poorly drained areas, as 
well as low water crossings, 
can be expected. Where the 
heaviest rains occur, more 
significant flooding prob-
lems may develop.”

The weather service not-
ed that water levels already 
were high on the Ohio River 
and some of its tributaries. 

Additional rainfall could 
lead to delayed crests or 
even higher crest levels.

In addition, the weather 
service advised, new river 
flooding may be possible 
throughout the area due to 
heavy rain.

“Individuals, businesses 
and governmental agencies 
with interests in or near 
flood prone areas should 
review their preparedness 
plans for potential flood-
ing later this week,” the 
weather service advised.

Here’s a look at the fore-
cast for the Union County 
area which was posted 
Tuesday, Jan. 7, on the 
weather service’s website:

(continued on page 2)

Thriving industry 
Hundreds of hopeful recreational cannabis users lined up at the Thrive dispensary in Anna on the morning of Jan. 1. Thrive 

was approved for recreational sales in correlation with the statewide legalization of marijuana starting on the first of the year. 
Thrive reported shortages in supplies of products for recreational use early on the first day of sales, and continued to sell out of 
stock throughout the following days. Reserves of products are kept on hand for medicinal customers. Photo by Benjamin Marxer.

Adult-use cannabis sales begin Jan. 1 in Illinois
By Peter Hancock

Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitol-

newsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – The 

first day of legal sales of 
recreational marijuana in 
Illinois went “extraordi-
narily well,” according to 
one industry representative, 
with total sales on Jan. 1 of 
nearly $3.2 million.

“I just cannot express the 
gratitude from the dispen-
sary operators to our cus-
tomers about their courtesy 
and civility and patience. 
It was really a lovely, very 
successful rollout, I think, 
on the first day,” Pamela 
Althoff, executive director 
of the Cannabis Business 
Association of Illinois, said 
in an interview Thursday.

On New Year’s Day, Il-
linois became the 11th state 
to allow legal sales of recre-

ational marijuana to adults. 
As the clock ticked down 

to midnight on New Year’s 
Eve, many dispensaries 
were reporting long lines 
outside their stores, in some 
cases stretching around 
their block.

The much-anticipated 
event was made possible by 
passage of a new law during 
the 2019 legislative session, 
the Cannabis Regulation 
and Tax Act, which legal-
ized the sale, possession 
and use of marijuana for 
people 21 and older.

Former state Sen. Toi 
Hutchinson, an architect of 
that law who now serves as 
Gov. JB Pritzker’s senior 
advisor for cannabis con-
trol, reported during a news 
conference Thursday, Jan. 
2, that dispensaries across 
the state conducted 77,128 
transactions on Jan. 1, with 

sales totaling more than 
$3.1 million.

That happened despite a 
few snags on the opening 
day of sales, Althoff said. 

First, she said, there were 
glitches in the software that 
dispensaries use at the point 
of sale, which contributed 
to long wait times. 

Previously, dispensaries 
were allowed to sell only to 
qualified medical patients, 
but now they must keep 
close track of both medi-
cal and recreational sales, 
which are taxed differently.

Adjustments made by 
the software company to 
address that change, Althoff 
said, caused a few prob-
lems.

“There were a few glitch-
es, not everywhere, but in 
a few of the dispensaries,” 
she said. “...but my under-
standing is that they were 

rapidly corrected. But it 
did add to some of the wait 
times that people experi-
enced.”

In addition, she said, 
many dispensary operators 
had made design changes to 
their stores to accommodate 
a larger retail clientele, but 
state officials had not yet in-
spected all of those changes 
and some dispensaries were 
unable to open for recre-
ational sales on Jan. 1.

And then there were is-
sues of supply. Under the 
new law, Althoff said, med-
ical dispensaries, which 
were the first to receive 
licenses for recreational 
sales, are required to keep a 
30-day supply of marijuana 
products for their medical 
customers, leaving only a 
limited amount of inventory 
available for recreational 
customers.

She said supply shortages 
are expected to continue 
until April or May, when 
cultivation centers that have 
been licensed to grow recre-
ational marijuana reap their 
first crop.

Meanwhile, state offi-
cials remain busy imple-
menting other parts of the 
bill. 

On Tuesday, Dec. 31, 
Pritzker issued 11,017 par-
dons that will lead to the 
expungement of records 
for people with low-level 
marijuana convictions. 

Eventually, Pritzker’s of-
fice said, more than 700,000 
criminal records will be ex-
punged under the new law.

Thursday, Jan. 2, marked 
the deadline for people to 
submit applications for the 
next wave of dispensary 
licenses. 

(continued on page 2)

The new year started 
with relatively mild winter 
temperatures in the Union 
County area. The high tem-
perature on Jan. 1 reached 
55 degrees.

Precipitation during the 
first few days of 2020 in-
cluded .17 of an inch of rain 
on Jan. 2 and .18 of an inch 
of rain on Jan. 3.

Local weather during the 
final weeks of 2019, includ-
ing the Christmas holiday, 
was highlighted by light 
snow which gave way to 
very mild temperatures.

Precipitation for the pe-
riod from Dec. 17 through 
Dec. 30 included .75 of an 
inch of snow (.04 of melted 
precipitation) on Dec. 17, 
.31 of an inch of rain on 
Dec. 28 and .89 of an inch 
of rain on Dec. 29.

(continued on page 2)

Weather
December: high of 68
degrees on Christmas;
2019: precipitation
totalled 68.19 inches
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Assistant state’s attorney takes oath of office
Brandon Peter Woudenberg, center, took the oath of office Monday morning, 

Jan. 6, as a new assistant state’s attorney in Union County. The oath of office was 
administered by Union County Presiding Circuit Judge Tyler R. Edmonds, left. 
Union County State’s Attorney Daniel Klingemann joined family, coworkers and 
county officials for a ceremony which was conducted at the Union County Court-
house in Jonesboro.

Woudenberg, of Makanda, is a native of Arizona and a graduate of the South-
ern Illinois University School of Law. He has served as assistant city attorney 
in Carbondale and is active in community and civic affairs. As assistant state’s 
attorney, he will be working with cases involving traffic matters, ordinance viola-
tions, misdemeanors and mental health cases. Woudenberg is married and has a 
son and a daughter.

Heavy rain
possible
(continued from page 1)

Thursday, today: Show-
ers, mainly after noon. 
Cloudy, with a high near 
55. South wind, 15 to 18 
miles per hour, with gusts as 
high as 32 mph. Chance of 
precipitation is 60 percent.

Thursday night: Show-
ers, with thunderstorms also 
possible after midnight. 
Low around 51. South 
wind, 14 to 16 mph, with 
gusts as high as 31 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 
100 percent.

Friday: Showers and pos-
sibly a thunderstorm. High 
near 63. South wind, 13 
to 16 mph, with gusts as 
high as 30 mph. Chance of 
precipitation is 90 percent.

Friday night: Showers 
and possibly a thunder-
storm. Some of the storms 
could produce heavy rain-
fall. Cloudy, with a low 
around 50. South/southeast 
wind, 10 to 16 mph, becom-
ing north/northeast after 
midnight. Winds could gust 
as high as 31 mph.

Saturday: Cloudy, with a 
high near 56. North winds, 
9 to 11 mph, with gusts as 
high as 29 mph.

Saturday night: A chance 
of showers before midnight. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 32. West/northwest 
wind, 8 to 11 mph with 
gusts as high as 28 mph.

Weather
(continued from page 1)

Following are temper-
atures for the period of 
Dec. 17 through Jan. 6 as 
recorded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, Dec. 17        36 24
Wednesday, Dec. 18   32 19
Thursday, Dec. 19       44 18
Friday, Dec. 20           49 21
Saturday, Dec. 21       54 26
Sunday, Dec. 22         56 29
Monday, Dec. 23        62 29
Tuesday, Dec. 24        63 29
Wednesday, Dec. 25   68 33
Thursday, Dec. 26       67 54
Friday, Dec. 27            59 45
Saturday, Dec. 28        65 37
Sunday, Dec. 29         65 45
Monday, Dec. 30        45 39
Tuesday, Dec. 31        49 35
Wednesday, Jan. 1      55 25
Thursday, Jan. 2          49 46
Friday, Jan. 3              52 39
Saturday, Jan. 4           42 26
Sunday, Jan. 5             54 24
Monday, Jan. 6           50 27

December Weather
The high temperature for 

the month of December was 
68 degrees. The high was 
recorded on Christmas Day, 
Dec. 25. The average high 
for the month was 51.

The low for the month 
was 18, which was recorded 
on Dec. 11. The average 
low was 30.

Precipitation for the 
month totalled 2.41 inches. 
The most rain in a 24-hour 
period was .94 of an inch, 
recorded on Dec. 16.

Three-quarters of an inch 
of snow, recorded on Dec. 
17. A trace of snow was 
recorded on Dec. 2.

2019 Highlights
The high temperature 

for the year 2019 was 96 
degrees. The high was re-
corded on July 10.

The low temperature for 
the year was 8. The low was 
recorded on Jan. 30 and on 
Nov. 13.

Precipitation for the year 
measured 68.19 inches.

Snowfall for the year 
totalled 12.35 inches.

Monthly precipitation 
totals for the year follow:

January, 5.29 inches.
February, 7.74 inches.
March, 4.68 inches.
April, 7.66 inches.
May, 8.39 inches.
June, 9.36 inches.
July, 6.00 inches.
August, 2.33 inches.
September, .80 of an 

inch.
October, 7.54 inches.
November, 5.99 inches.
December, 2.41 inches.

Deadline near to seek disaster
loans for 2019 flood damage

The Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency notes 
that time is running out for 
homeowners and business 
owners to apply for low-
interest, long-term loans 
provided by the U.S. Small 
Business Administration, 
SBA, to assist with recov-
ery efforts associated with 
the historic flood of 2019.  

The filing deadline to 
return loan applications for 
physical property damage 
is Jan. 13.

On Nov. 15, Gov. JB 
Pritzker announced the 
SBA had approved his re-
quest for a disaster declara-
tion in Alexander, Jersey, 
Rock Island and Stephen-
son counties, as well as 
the contiguous counties of 
Jo Daviess, Winnebago, 
Carroll, Ogle, Whiteside, 
Henry, Mercer, Calhoun, 
Greene, Macoupin, Madi-

son, Union and Pulaski.
SBA loans can help re-

pair or replace damaged or 
destroyed real estate. 

Homeowners and renters 
can apply for loans to repair 
or replace damaged or de-
stroyed personal property. 

Businesses and private 
non-profit organizations 
can apply for loans to re-
pair or replace damaged 
or destroyed real estate, 
machinery and equipment, 
inventory and other busi-
ness assets.  

State officials said it is 
important to note that loans 
for working capital, known 
as Economic Injury Disas-
ter Loans, are available 
even if the business did not 
suffer any physical damage. 

The deadline to return 
economic injury applica-
tions is Aug. 14, 2020.

Applications for loans 
can be made online using 
the Electronic Loan Ap-
plication, ELA, which can 
be found on SBA’s secure 
website at DisasterLoan.
sba.gov. 

Loan applications also 
can be downloaded from 
www.sba.gov/disaster. 

Completed applications 
can also be mailed to the 
U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration, Processing 
and Disbursement Center, 
14925 Kingsport Rd., Fort 
Worth, Texas 76155.

For additional informa-
tion about the loan ap-
plication process, call the 
SBA Customer Service 
Center at 800-659-2955 
(800-877-8339) or contact 
representatives by email at 
disastercustomerservice@
sba.gov.

First day of sales
(continued from page 1)

As many as 75 new li-
censes will be issued May 
1, with priority being given 
to “social equity” appli-
cants: people with previous 
marijuana convictions, their 
families and people from 
areas of the state with high 
crime or child poverty rates.

A share of the revenue 
the state receives from rec-
reational marijuana sales is 
earmarked for the new “Re-
store, Reinvest and Renew 

Program” to fund commu-
nity projects in neighbor-
hoods that, in Hutchinson’s 
words, “have been hardest 
hit by the war on drugs.”

Other revenue is ear-
marked for a Cannabis 
Business Development 
Fund that will provide 
grants and low-interest 
loans to social equity appli-
cants to help pay part of the 
startup cost of launching a 
marijuana-related business.

The Illinois Department 
of Financial and Profes-
sional Regulation, IDFPR, 
on Dec. 31 announced 11 
more “Same Site” adult use 
cannabis licenses.

“Same Site” adult use 
cannabis licenses allow 
an existing medical can-
nabis dispensary to obtain 
an adult use dispensing 
license.

Thrive Anna was one of 
the medical dispensaries to 
receive an adult use license. 
Thrive Anna is located at 87 
Richview Dr. in east Anna.

IDFPR also announced 
the first “Secondary Site” 
adult use cannabis license, 
which will allow an existing 
medical cannabis dispen-
sary to obtain an adult use 
dispensing organization 
license within a limited 
geographic area.

This license permitted 
the dispensary to begin 
adult use cannabis sales at 
that location starting Jan. 

Anna business receives 
state license on Dec. 31

1, provided the dispensary 
complies with local zoning 
rules or other local laws. 

These recent approvals 
raise the total number of ap-
proved adult use cannabis 
dispensary licenses to 46.

In addition to opening 
adult use dispensaries at 
the same site of their medi-
cal cannabis dispensaries, 
existing medical cannabis 
dispensaries are permitted 
under the law to open a 
second site for adult use 
sales at a different location. 

In the coming months, 
new applicants, including 
social equity applicants, 
will have the opportunity 
to apply for an additional 
seventy-five adult use can-
nabis licenses. 

Social equity applicants 
are eligible for additional 
points on their application 
and for technical assistance, 
low-interest loans and fee 
reductions. 

The medical dispensaries 
which received early ap-
proval adult use licenses 
included: 

Thrive Anna. Thrive Har-
risburg in Harrisburg.

Greenhouse Group in 
Morris. NuMed in Chicago. 
NuMed in East Peoria. 
NuMed in Urbana.

Windy City Cannabis 
Club in Homewood. Windy 
City Cannabis Club in Jus-
tice. Windy City Cannabis 
Club in Worth. Windy City 
Cannabis Club in Posen. 
Trinity Compassionate 
Care Centers in Peoria. 

Rise-Joliet received a 
“Secondary Site” adult use 
only license.

The department said it 
anticipates receiving ad-
ditional applications for 
early approval adult use 
licenses as municipalities 
adopt relevant zoning ordi-
nances regarding adult use 
cannabis.

Starting on Jan. 1, state 
law permitted Illinois resi-
dents who are least 21 years 
old to legally possess up to 
30 grams of cannabis flower 
and up to 5 grams of can-
nabis concentrate.

Illinois adult-use cannabis sales
top $10 million from Jan. 1 to Jan. 5

fied themselves as qualify-
ing for social equity appli-
cant status. 

The department will 
award up to 75 new dispen-
sary licenses, which will be 
announced by May 1, 2020.

The application process 
provides several avenues 
for social equity applicants 
that are unique in the na-
tion. 

Of the total points possi-
bly awarded during applica-
tion scoring, 20 percent are 
designated for social equity 
applicants, who also receive 
a 50 percent waiver for non-
refundable application and 
license fees.

To defray the start-up 
costs associated with en-
tering the industry, social 
equity applicants have ac-
cess to a low-cost loan 
fund, primarily funded by 
existing dispensaries, and 
are allowed 180 days from 
the license award date to 
identify a physical location 
for the dispensary. 

Ownership limitations 
are also in place to protect 
market share for new ap-
plicants. 

Following the awarding 
of the next round of  dis-
pensary licenses, the state 
will also conduct a disparity 
study to ensure the market 
reflects the equity goals of 
the historic legislation.

initial tax payments from 
dispensaries are due. 

“The successful launch 
of this new industry is a 
historic development for 
our state that will benefit the 
very communities that have 
been disproportionately im-
pacted by the failed war on 
drugs,” said Toi Hutchin-
son, senior advisor to the 
Governor for Cannabis 
Control, in a news release. 

“As we move into the 
next phase, the Pritzker 
administration is proud to 
see the robust interest in 
dispensary ownership from 
social equity applicants, 
and we encourage them to 
apply for $30 million in 
loans that we have available 
to reduce the capital barri-
ers to entry. 

“Unlike any state in the 
nation, Illinois has set the 
standard for what it means 
to legalize cannabis in a 
way that begins to right the 
wrongs of the past and gives 
new opportunity to those 
that have been left behind 
for far too long.”

On Thursday, Jan. 2, the 
department concluded the 
first round of applications 
for new dispensary licenses. 

A preliminary count 
shows that more than 700 
applicants submitted ap-
plications seeking almost 
4,000 licenses. More than 
600 of the applicants identi-

The Illinois Department 
of Financial and Profes-
sional Regulation, IDFPR, 
this week announced that 
statewide adult-use canna-
bis sales from Wednesday, 
Jan. 1, through Sunday, Jan. 
5, totaled $10,830,667.91. 

Dispensaries across the 
state rendered 271,169 
transactions over the five-
day period. One of the 
dispensaries is located in 
Anna.

IDFPR announced the 
following daily sales totals 
and transactions:

Jan. 1: $3,176,256.71 in 
sales; 77,128 transactions.

Jan. 2: $2,252,586.51; 
56,762.

Jan. 3: $2,209,065.01; 
55,161.

Jan. 4: $2,004,019.43; 
51,174.

Jan. 5: $1,189,252.18; 
30,954.

As part of the state’s 
focus on equity, 25 per-
cent of cannabis sales tax 
revenues will support the 
Restore, Reinvest and Re-
new, R3, program, which 
aims to address the impact 
of economic disinvestment, 
violence and the historical 
overuse of the criminal 
justice system. 

The Illinois Department 
of Revenue expects to have 
a tax revenue estimate by 
the end of February, when 

It’s back to school time 
following the Christmas 
and New Year’s holiday 
break.

***
Auditions for the upcom-

ing production of “Women 
of Choice” are planned 
Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings, Jan. 22-23, at the 
Anna Arts Center in Anna.

***
Giant City State Park 

near Makanda has a full 
schedule of activities on the 
calendar for 2019. January 
events include a presenta-
tion about hiking the River 
to River Trail across South-
ern Illinois and a story time 
about owls.

***
University of Illinois Ex-

tension is planning to host 
a backyard maple syrup 
production workshop on 
Saturday, Feb. 1, at the 
Dixon Springs Agricultural 
Center.

***
Two rela t ively new 

sports...disc golf and pick-
leball...seem to be doing 
quite well in Union County.

(continued from page 1)

News Notes
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Serving you from four locations
201 S. Main Street

Anna • 618-833-8506
1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547
512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

APPLY ONLINE TODAY!
Anna-Jonesboro National Bank is proud to announce applying for a 
mortgage loan is easier than ever! 

Visit our website and click the Mortgage Center button at www.ajnational.
com

• Apply in as little as 15 minutes at your convenience
• Liabilities automatically pull from the credit report—no need to 

find statements
• Electronically sign disclosures
• Quicker turn around time when you apply online 
• Easily track the status of the application
• Manufactured and pole barn homes are included
• Can be used for both purchases and refinancing existing loans

Ask us how you can qualify for closing costs and down payment 
assistance!

4GTF

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor

311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999 edwardjones.com

Finding solutions for
your financial needs.

Former Union County resident
to lead Boy Scouts of America

Roger C. Mosby
IRVING, Texas – The 

National Executive Board 
of the Boy Scouts of Ameri-
ca, BSA, on Dec. 30 named 
Roger C. Mosby as the 
organization’s CEO and 
president after a focused 
search, which was initi-
ated when former CEO and 
president Michael B. Sur-
baugh retired after a tenure 
of more than four years.

Mosby’s appointment 
was announced on BSA’s 
website. The Southeast 
Missourian newspaper in 
Cape Girardeau highlighted 
the appointment in its Dec. 
31 issue.

Mosby is a former resi-
dent of Union County. He 
graduated in 1965 from 
Shawnee High School in 
Wolf Lake.

“As the BSA moves 
through an extraordinary 
time of both change and 
opportunity, we believe 
Roger’s experience as a 
seasoned executive, adept 
at guiding transformation 
and driving growth, will 
bring the right combina-
tion of strength and focus 
needed to steer our organi-
zation toward a promising 
future,” noted Jim Turley, 
national chair of the Boy 
Scouts of America, in the 
news release which was 
posted on the BSA website.

Roger Mosby most re-
cently ran his own consult-
ing firm focused on execu-

tive coaching, following his 
retirement from leading 
energy infrastructure com-
pany Kinder Morgan in 
2015. 

During nearly two de-
cades with the company, 
he served as HR lead and 
was one of the original six 
officers. 

During his tenure, Kinder 
Morgan grew from 175 to 
more than 11,000 employ-
ees, with Mosby leading 
extensive change manage-
ment and cultural transfor-
mation efforts.

“I am honored to assume 
a leadership role with what 
I believe to be the nation’s 
greatest youth-serving or-
ganization, one that is close 
to my heart and that I have 
served for years as a volun-
teer. I am confident that my 
decades of experience help-
ing talented people grow, 
transform and evolve orga-
nizations can be applied to 
furthering the mission of 
Scouting,” Mosby said. 

“Scouting has been part 
of my life for most of my 
life. I believe in the power 
of Scouting and how im-
portant it is in developing 
character and leadership 
in young people, so I am 
proud to join dedicated pro-
fessionals and volunteers as 
we move the organization 
forward.”

The Southeast Missou-
rian reported that Mosby 
originally is from Cape Gi-
rardeau. His family moved 
to Union County. 

Mosby attended South-
east Missouri State Uni-
versity in Cape Girardeau, 
where he studied biology 
and geology and earned a 
bachelor of science degree 
in 1973.

Mosby was a Scout as a 
youth and served for more 
than 33 years as a volun-
teer in the Mid-America 
and Sam Houston Area 

councils, in addition to 
positions with the Southern 
Region and National Com-
mittees of the Boy Scouts 
of America, as well as the 
World Organization of the 
Scout Movement. 

He has received the Sil-
ver Antelope Award and the 
Silver Beaver Award, the 
highest honors for volun-
teers at the regional and lo-
cal levels, respectively, and 
is a Vigil Honor member 
of the Order of the Arrow, 
Scouting’s honor society.

“Roger’s expertise in 
leading, navigating and 
implementing positive or-
ganizational change will 
be invaluable to the BSA,” 
said Ellie Morrison, na-
tional commissioner of the 
Boy Scouts of America. 

“His skills and experi-
ence are just what we need 
at this time. I look forward 
to working with him to 
ensure Scouting’s bright 
future.”

Mosby joins Jim Turley 
and Ellie Morrison to form 
the BSA’s “Key 3,” the 
organization’s highest tier 
of leadership at the national 
level.

“We thank Michael Sur-
baugh for his years of ser-
vice and leadership to the 
Boy Scouts of America,” 
Turley said. 

“Now, as we enter the 
next stage, we welcome 
Roger and his well-suited 
expertise to guide us toward 
even more opportunities to 
bring the benefits of Scout-
ing to more youth, families 
and communities.”

The Scouting organiza-
tion is composed of nearly 
2.2 million youth mem-
bers between the ages of 5 
and 21 and approximately 
960,000 volunteers in lo-
cal councils throughout the 
United States, including 
Union County, and its ter-
ritories.

December weather in region
Record warm temperatures experienced during week of Christmas

Warm winter day
A turtle was seen on 

a log at a pond in Union 
County on the afternoon 
of Dec. 26, when the high 
temperature reached 67 
degrees.

The region experienced 
record warmth during the 
week of Christmas, the 
National Weather Service 
office in Paducah reported.

Southern Illinois, South-
east Missouri and Western 
Kentucky also had mild 
weather on New Year’s 
Day.

Average high tempera-
tures in the region during 
the week of Dec. 23-29 
were in the 60s. Christmas 
Day was Dec. 25.

The weather on New 
Year’s Day in the region 
was the warmest since 2012 
in most locations.

The weather service re-
ported that record warmth 
was recorded in Paducah 
and Cape Girardeau.

Weather records have 
been kept in Paducah since 
1937. The top three aver-
age warmest temperatures 
on record for Dec. 23-29 at 
Paducah included:

2019: average high of 
67.1 degrees.

2015: average high of 
63.4.

1982: average high of 
58.9.

Weather records have 
been kept in Cape Gi-
rardeau since 1960. The 
top three average warmest 
temperatures on record for 
Dec. 23-29 at Cape Gi-
rardeau included:

2019: average high of 
63.9 degrees.

2015: average high of 
60.7.

1971: average high of 
57.6.

In  compar i son ,  the 
weather service also re-
viewed average high tem-
peratures for the top three 
coldest Dec. 23-29 periods 
in Paducah and Cape Gi-
rardeau:

Paducah
1983: average high of 

18.1.
2000: average high of 

28.6.
2004: average high of 

33.7.
Cape Girardeau
1983: average high of 

17.0.
2000: average high of 

25.7.
2004: average high of 

30.1.
December Climate Re-

view
The weather service re-

ported that during Decem-
ber in the region, tempera-
tures averaged around 5 to 
6 degrees above normal. 
This was due to the record 
warmth which was experi-
enced Dec. 23-29.

Temperatures through 
the first three weeks of the 
month “actually were right 
near normal,” the weather 
service noted.

During the month, Pa-
ducah observed 11 days 
above 60 degrees, com-
pared to eight in November.

This was only the third 
time on record that Decem-
ber had more 60-plus de-
gree days than November. 
This also occurred in 1996 
and 1951.

Much of the region expe-
rienced a drier than normal 
month during December.

December was only the 
second month of 2019 to 
finish with below normal 
precipitation in Paducah.

The heaviest rain for the 
month occurred during the 
weekend after Christmas, 
Dec. 28-29, when 1 to 2 
inches fell in many loca-
tions.

If it weren’t for the rain 
at the end of the month, 
several locations would 
have ranked in their top 10 
driest Decembers.

Snowfall was below nor-
mal. Only northern counties 
in the region received any 
measurable snow during 
the month. This occurred 
on Dec. 16, when a dust-
ing to around an inch oc-
curred in northern sections 
of locations which included 
Southern Illinois.

Paducah experienced 
its fifth straight December 
with no measurable snow. 
That is longest December 
snow drought since Pa-
ducah went seven straight 
years, from 1976 to 1982, 
without snow.

Overall, Paducah had its 
10th warmest and 14th dri-
est December. 

Cape Girardeau experi-
enced its eighth warmest 
December on record.

2019: Major improvement project
Major improvement work was done during the summer of 2019 along Illinois 

Route 146 in Anna and Jonesboro. The work, which included resurfacing, was 
done from the four-way stop in downtown Anna to the square in Jonesboro. 
E.T. Simonds Construction Company of Carbondale was the general contractor 
for the project. The company shared the accompanying photograph which 
was taken while work was being done during the nighttime hours along South 
Main Street in downtown Anna. 

Chamber of commerce
gala planned in Anna
The Union County Chamber of Commerce is 

planning to have its 2020 gala on Saturday night, 
Jan. 18. The event will be at the Davie School Inn 
in Anna.

The theme for the gala will be super heroes and 
villains. Those who plan to attend the gala are 
invited to come dressed as a hero...or as a villain.

The evening will open with a social hour from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Dinner will be served at 
6:30 p.m.

The Kitchen on Lafayette in Anna will be serving 
a choice of chicken breast with mushroom sauce or 
roast beef with gravy on the side, along with mashed 
potatoes,  salad, a roll and dessert.

The Davie School Inn will offer a cash bar with 
either beer or wine.

Diamond Dog is scheduled to take to the stage at 
7 p.m. for a night of music and dancing.

The chamber is asking those who want to attend 
the gala to purchase tickets by no later than Monday, 
Jan. 13. Ticket information is available by contact-
ing the chamber at 833-6311.

330,222,422
Nation's population
on first day of year

As the nation prepared 
to ring in the new year, the 
U.S. Census Bureau pro-
jected the U.S. population 
would be 330,222,422 on 
Jan. 1, 2020. 

This represented an in-
crease of 1,991,085, or 0.61 
percent, from New Year’s 
Day 2019. 

Since Census Day (April 
1) 2010, the population has 
grown by 21,476,884 or 
6.96 percent.

The Census Bureau said 
that in January 2020, the 
United States is expected to 
experience one birth every 
eight seconds and one death 
every 11 seconds. 
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Junior wrestling tournament
The Anna-Jonesboro Junior Wildcats Wrestling Club hosted an all-day 

wrestling tournament on Sunday, Jan. 5. Competition took place in the Union 
Hall gymnasium at Anna-Jonesboro Community High School. Teams and 
individual athletes from around the region competed in four different age 
divisions, ranging from 5 and under up to 12 to 14. Medals were awarded to 
the top four finishers in each division. Photos by Benjamin Marxer.

Lady Wildcats take fifth place 
at Benton Rangerette tourney

Lady Wildcats improve to 11-8
with win over West Frankfort

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
girls’ basketball team pulled 
ahead early on its way to 
a 42-24 win over visiting 
West Frankfort Saturday,  
Jan. 4.

Mikayla Bundren had 13  
points, 4 steals, 2 rebounds 
and 2 assists to lead A-J.

Addison Denny had 12 
points, 7 rebounds, 2 steals 
and an assist. Kristin Ed-
monds had 7 points, 3 re-
bounds, 3 assists and a steal. 

Reagan Cruse had 5 
points, 6 steals and 4 re-
bounds. Sydnie Ralls had 2 

points, a rebound, an assist 
and a steal. 

Jenna Sadler  had 2 
points. Anna Hess had a 
point, 5 rebounds, 3 steals 
and 2 assists.

The Lady Redbirds had 
22 turnovers in the game. 
A-J scored 25 points off 
the turnovers. The Lady 
Wildcats had 7 turnovers.

The Lady Wildcats im-
proved to 11-8 overall. The 
victory was A-J’s 6th in 7 
games.

A-J is scheduled to be in 
action Thursday, today, at 
Goreville.

Cairo/Egyptian
outscores Cobden

T h e  C o b d e n  H i g h 
School girls’ basketball 
team had a bad third quar-
ter and couldn’t recover 
in a 61-37 loss to Cairo/
Egyptian at the Egyptian 
Shoot Out Saturday, Jan. 
4.

Cobden coach Richard 
Howell said that turnovers 
hurt his squad in the game.

Jenna  Hartline and Abby 
Remsey had 15 points 
apiece to lead the Apple-
knockers in the game. 

Katelyn Shadowens had 
3 points. Ava Nance and 
Aubrey Fisher scored 2 
apiece.

Cobden was scheduled 
to open play Monday in 
a tournament at Chester. 
Cobden faced New Ath-
ens in its opener. The 
tournament is scheduled 
to run through Saturday, 
Jan. 11.

Cardinals
Caravan
to visit region

The 2020 St. Louis Car-
dinals Caravan, presented 
by Missouri Farm Bureau 
Insurance, is scheduled to 
visit the region on Sunday 
and Monday, Jan. 19-20.

The Caravan features 
current St. Louis Cardinals 
players, as well as alumni 
and broadcasters.

Kids who are 15 and 
under will receive one 
autograph from each cur-
rent and former player in 
attendance.

The schedule for the visit 
to the region, as posted on 
the St. Louis Cardinals’ 
website, includes:

Sunday, Jan. 19, Marion, 
Marion Cultural and Civic 
Center, noon.

Monday, Jan. 20, Pa-
ducah, Paducah McCracken 
Convention & Expo Center, 
noon.

Monday, Jan. 20, Cape 
Girardeau, Osage Commu-
nity Center, 5:30 p.m.

Pinckneyville outscores
visiting Wildcats 53-37

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ basketball team fell 
behind early and couldn’t 
catch up in a 53-37 loss 
to host Pinckneyville in 
Southern Illinois Riv-
er-to-River Conference 
Mississippi Division action 
Friday, Jan. 3.

Zach Overstreet had 13 
points and 2 rebounds to 
lead the Wildcats.

Noah McFarland had 
9 points and 2 rebounds. 
Blake Pena had 6 points and 
3 rebounds. 

Damareon Faust had 
5 points and 4 rebounds. 
Ta’Kevon Williford had 

2 points and 4 rebounds. 
Maddox Thorpe had 2 
points and a rebound. 
Juan Valencia had 4 re-
bounds.

A-J was 13 of 24 in shot 
attempts from the floor, 2 
of 10 from 3-point range 
and 5 of 10 from the free 
throw line.

The Panthers were 20 of 
36 in shot attempts from the 
floor, 2 of 9 from 3-point 
range and 7 of 11 from the 
charity stripe.

A-J, 4-10, is scheduled 
to play Friday at home 
against Du Quoin and Sat-
urday at home against Har-
risburg. 

Youth wingshooting clinic,
pheasant hunt scheduled

Young hunters between 
the ages of 10-17 can apply 
for a youth wingshooting 
clinic and pheasant hunt 
which is scheduled Satur-
day, March 21, at the World 
Shooting and Recreational 
Complex, WSRC, in Ran-
dolph County.

The WSRC youth clinic 
and hunt has been a popular 
late winter/early spring ad-
dition to the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, 
IDNR, wingshooting and 
youth pheasant hunting 
programs.

At the event, young hunt-
ers will participate in a 
wingshooting clinic during 
the morning. 

National Sporting Clays 
Association and IDNR 
certified wingshooting in-
structors will teach the 
clinic.

Young hunters will prac-
tice safe shotgun handling 
and operation while ad-
vancing their wingshooting 
skills during the clinic. 

The pheasant hunt will 
take place during the af-
ternoon. 

Young hunters must have 
successfully completed 
an approved hunter safety 
course and have a valid 
hunting license to partic-
ipate.

Cosponsors assist the 
IDNR in hosting the events, 
providing funding for the 
clay targets, target and field 
shot shells, and lunch for 
the young hunters. 

Through the assistance 
of some of their members, 
co-sponsors also provide 
bird dogs, bird dog handlers 
and hunting guides. 

Permits for the WSRC 
youth wingshooting clinic/
pheasant hunt are available 
through the IDNR’s con-
trolled pheasant hunting 
reservation system. 

IDNR noted that hunters 
need to review the “Illi-
nois Youth Pheasant Hunt 
Information” and the “Illi-
nois Youth Pheasant Hunt 
Regulations” on the con-
trolled pheasant hunting 
website prior to applying. 
The website can be found 
at https://dnr2.illinois.gov/
controlledhunt/.

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
girls’ basketball team fin-
ished with a 3-1 record and 
took 5th place at the Rang-
erette Christmas Classic at 
Benton.

The Lady Wildcats lone 
loss was in the opener with 
a 52-34 loss to eventual 
Classic champion Carter-
ville on Friday, Dec. 27. 

A-J’s Kristin Edmonds 
made the all-tournament 
team.

A-J 52, Cape Giradeau 
Central 35: The Lady 
Wildcats pulled ahead ear-
ly on their way to the win 
in the 5th place game on 

Monday, Dec. 30.
Mikayla Bundren had 21 

points and 4 rebounds to 
lead A-J.

Edmonds had 11 points, 
6 rebounds, 4 assists and 
a steal. Anna Hess had 8 
points, 8 rebounds and 2 
assists. 

Brodie Denny had 5 
points and an assist. Rae-
gan Cruse had 4 points, 
2 assists, 2 steals and a 
rebound. Sydnie Ralls had 
3 points and an assist. Ad-
dison Denny had an assist.

A-J 46, Marion 28: The 
Lady Wildcats were ahead 
15-3 after one quarter on 
their way to the win earlier 

on Monday, Dec. 30.
Bundren had 20 points, 

including 6 3-pointers, 2 
rebounds and a steal to lead 
the Lady Wildcats.

Hess had 7 points, 3 re-
bounds, 3 assists, 2 steals 
and a block. Edmonds had 5 
points, 5 rebounds, 7 assists 
and a block. 

Addison Denny had 4 
points, 12 rebounds, an 
assist and a steal. Cruse had 
4 points, 8 rebounds and an 
assist. 

Ralls had 3 points, 2 
rebounds and an assist. 
Brodie Denny had 2 points, 
a rebound, an assist and a 
steal. 

Jenna Sadler had a point 
and a rebound. Macie 
George had 2 rebounds.

A-J improved to 10-8 
following the tournament 
action.

IDNR Newsbits
The Illinois Department 

of Natural Resources, 
IDNR, shares the following 
items of interest:

Spring Turkey Applica-
tions: Hunters are advised 
to plan ahead for spring by 
applying for the second lot-
tery for 2020 Illinois spring 
wild turkey season permits. 

The application deadline 
for the second lottery is Jan. 
13. More information can 
be found online at https://
www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunt-
ing/Pages/TurkeyHunting.
aspx.

L a t e - Wi n t e r / C W D 
Deer Season Jan. 17-19: 
The Illinois late-winter 
antlerless-only and special 
CWD deer hunting seasons 
conclude Jan. 17-19. 

There will be 20 counties 
open for the final segment 
of the late-winter season 
and 15 counties open for the 
final weekend of the special 
CWD season.  

Hunters are advised to 
check the IDNR website to 
make sure the county they 
intend to hunt is open for 
the late-winter or special 
CWD season at https://bit.
ly/2Qghl9v.

Illinois Biodiversity 
Field Trip Grants: Teach-
ers in Illinois can apply 
now for the annual Illinois 
biodiversity field trip grant 
program. 

Funding for the program 
is donated by the Indepen-
dence Tube Corporation in 
Bedford Park, the Daniel F. 
and Ada L. Rice Foundation 
in Skokie, the D. F. and M. 
T. Grohne Family Foun-
dation in Wilmington and 
the Illinois Conservation 
Foundation. 

Application details for 
the nature field trip grants 
are available online at 
https://bit.ly/35enXt8. The 
application deadline is Jan. 
31.
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Worship at Kornthal
There will be no Third Thursday 
Worship Service at Kornthal in Jan-
uary.
3rd Thursday Worship schedule re-
sumes on February 20th at 7 p.m.
Kornthal Church is located 2.5 miles 
south of Jonesboro off Illinois 127.

Pickleball tournament played
last weekend in Union County

A pickleball tournament 
was played last weekend in 
Union County.

Members of the Anna 
Pickleball “Quad Squad” 
(named after the four courts 
that opened in Anna late 
last year) held a pickleball 
tournament on Saturday, 
Jan. 4.

The “Bangin’ in the 
New Year” tournament 
was held at, and was a 
benefit for, the Cobden 
School District to defray 
the cost of three portable 
pickleball nets, paddles 
and balls for the school 
district. The tournament 
was played in the small 
gym at Cobden.

Cobden is adding pickle-
ball as part of the physical 
education curriculum this 
spring.

The tournament was at-
tended by players from 
three states. 

Twenty-three doubles 
teams competed in wom-

en’s, men’s and mixed dou-
bles. 

Medals were awarded 
to the top three finishers in 
each event. 

The tournament direc-
tors were Anna resident 
Craig Partridge and USA 
Pickleball Association Am-
bassador John Hubbs of 
Makanda. 

Winners, by division in-
cluded:

Men’s Division 
Gold: Craig Partridge 

and Paul Eckhart.
Silver: Bobby Bundren 

and Jon Warsjawsky.
Bronze: Adam Thomas 

and Garrett Holdman.
Woman’s Division
Gold: Chris Grant and 

Whitney Mumford.
Silver: Jo Dodd and Judy 

Auld.
Bronze: T. McClain and 

Holly Locken.
Mixed Division
Gold: Paul Eckhart and 

Whitney Mumford.

Silver: Judy Auld and 
Kent Carrell.

Bronze: Chris Grant and 
Andrew Allen.

(The Cobden tourna-
ment’s medal winners are 
featured in the accompa-
nying photographs. The 
photos were provided by the 
event’s organizers.)

Sport to be Showcased
Anyone who may be 

interested in experiencing 
pickleball or learning more 
about it can see live demon-
strations at the SIU Student 
Recreation Center’s Com-
munity Days event which 
is scheduled from 2 p.m. to 
4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 12, in 
Carbondale.

Experienced players will 
be on the court and will be 
able to assist those who 
want to come by and give 
the sport a try. 

There is no cost to enter 
or to use the facilities at the 
Community Day event and 
paddles will be provided.

"The Preaching Pen"
They Shall Be As White As Snow

 I like snow. Snow is mentioned numerous places in 
the Bible, and what's significant is the color of the 

snow - white. It is used as an indicator of purity, brightness, 
and glory. 
     Isa. 1:18: “Come now, and let us reason together, saith 
the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow, though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool. 19If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the 
good of the land: 20But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be 
devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath 
spoken it.” Isaiah’s appeal to come and reason together 
demonstrates God’s invitation to all men (Mt. 11:28-30). 
     Sin is described here as being both scarlet and red. The 
colors indicate the crimson dye of the scarlet worm, which 
is permanent. “Crimson” refers to their blood-guilt before 
God. David pleaded for cleansing. The changing of colors 
from “permanent” red to snowy white is symbolic of the 
life-changing grace of God, because God stands ever-ready 
to cleanse us and to forgive us when we turn to Him (II Pet. 
3:9). Also, the destiny of the people of Israel was in their 
own hands. If they were willing to repent and be obedient, 
they would eat the good of the land. On the other hand, 
rebellion would bring certain judgment. 
     Dear Reader, wouldn’t you like the crimson stain of 
sin to be cleansed from you, replaced with a snow-white 
robe? Repent – turn from your past sins, confess your faith 
in Christ, and let God wash away your sins in the water of 

baptism. Come study with us at the Anna church of 
Christ!

R.W. McAlister, Minister
Anna church of Christ 4G

SouthernTrust Bancshares and 
South Porte Financial merge

South Porte Financial, 
Inc. and SouthernTrust 
Bancshares Inc. on Dec. 
30 announced the signing 
of a definitive agreement 
to  merge South Porte 
Bank with SouthernTrust 
Bank. 

The combined bank will 
have its headquarters in 
Marion will operate under 
the SouthernTrust Bank 
name.

SouthernTrust Bank is 
a 2005 de novo institution 
serving the communities 
of Goreville and Vien-
na and the surrounding 
markets within Johnson 
County. 

As of Sept. 30, 2019, 
Southern Trust Bank had 
total assets of $56.0 million, 
net loans of $26.4 million 
and total deposits of $50.2 
million. 

South Porte Bank, orig-
inally chartered in Plym-
outh, Ill., in 1956, serves 
the communities of Marion 
and Plymouth and the sur-
rounding markets within 
Hancock and Williamson 
counties. 

As of Sept. 30, 2019, 
South Porte Bank had total 

assets of $105.4 million, 
net loans of $82.4 million 
and total deposits of $86.6 
million.

“The combined resourc-
es of both banks will al-
low us to enhance the ser-
vices we can offer to our 
customers, and offer our 
shareholders the prospect 
of higher returns on invest-
ment through the operating 
efficiencies it brings, South 
Porte Bank president and 
CEO Travis Clem said in 
a news release.

“It is a rare opportunity 
for two sound community 
banks to better themselves 
and their respective mar-
kets as a merged institu-
tion.”

“The merger affords 
SouthernTrust the oppor-
tunity to better serve its 
customers by expanding 
our menu of products and 
services and adding the 
convenience of a Marion, 
Illinois, location, while 
preserving local control 
and decision-making,” 
SouthernTrust Bank presi-
dent and CEO Gary Boblett 
said.

Per the terms of the 

transaction, sharehold-
e r s  o f  Sou thernTrus t 
Bancshares, Inc. will re-
ceive cash and shares of 
South Porte Financial Inc. 
common stock for their 
shares of SouthernTrust 
Bancshares Inc. common 
stock. 

The transaction has been 
approved by the boards of 
directors of both entities 
and is subject to certain 
conditions, including the 
approval by Southern-
Trust’s shareholders and 
the appropriate regulatory 
agencies. The transaction 
is expected to close in early 
2020. 

The board of directors 
of the combined bank 
will include representa-
tives from each of the 
respective institutions, 
with Travis Clem serving 
as the president and chief 
executive officer.

SAMCO Capital Mar-
kets Inc. of Dallas, Texas 
advised SouthernTrust in 
the transaction, with Jacob 
Thompson serving as lead 
advisor. 

Mark S. Johnson of 
Johnson, Schneider & Fer-
rell, LLC acted as legal 
advisors to SouthernTrust. 

South Porte was advised 
in the transaction by BKD 
Capital Advisors, with Wy-
att B. Jenkins serving as 
lead advisor. 

Leonard J. Essig of Lew-
is Rice served as legal ad-
visor to South Porte.

The combined bank is 
expected to have total as-
sets of approximately $170 
million, and will continue 
to operate four full-service 
facilities in the communi-
ties in which it resides.

Fire destroys
mobile home

The Anna Fire Depart-
ment responded to a call 
which destroyed a mobile 
home on Thursday night, 
Jan. 2. No injuries were 
reported.

The call came at about 
7:45 p.m. The mobile home 
was located at 8755 State 
Route 146 East. 

Anna Fire Chief Gary 
Rider reported that nobody 
was in the mobile home 
at the time of the fire. The 
structure was being used as 
a work shop.

The fire may have been 
related to the use of a wood 
stove.

Anna was assisted on the 
call by the Dongola Fire 
Department. Firefighters 
were at the scene for about 
two hours.

Follow us on 
Facebook

Twitter
@GazetteDemocrat

or online at  
annanews.com

Facebook.com/
GazetteDemocrat 
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2019: River to River Relay
The 2019 River to River Relay was run Saturday, April 13, in Southern Illinois. 

The relay’s route goes from the Mississippi River to the Ohio River. The relay 
began early Saturday morning near Wolf Lake and ended in Golconda. One 
of the relay’s exchange points was in the heart of downtown Cobden, where 
the photograph was taken.

Illinois small businesses can
utilize minimum wage credit

The Illinois Department 
of Revenue, IDOR, re-
minds small businesses 
they could utilize the min-
imum wage credit starting 
Jan. 1.

The new tax credit is 
designed to help small busi-
nesses offset the state’s 
minimum wage rate that 
will gradually increase to 
$15 an hour over the next 
six years. 

Businesses can claim 
now the credit on their 
quarterly Illinois with-
holding income tax re-
turns.

“Illinois small business-
es should take advantage 
of this tax credit,” acting 
IDOR director David Harris 
said in a news release. 

Beginning this year, busi-
nesses and non-profits with 
50 full-time equivalent em-

ployees or less are eligible 
to offset a portion of the 
minimum wage increase 
cost from their withholding 
income taxes. 

The maximum cred-
it amount allowed is 25 
percent of the difference 
between the new mini-
mum wage and what each 
employee was paid previ-
ously. 

The percentage allowed 
each proceeding year will 
decrease before sunsetting 
in 2026 for most small 
businesses. 

Eligible businesses can 
claim this credit by filing 
Form IL-941, the Illinois 
Withholding Income Tax 
Return, and a new sched-
ule.

Illinois’ minimum wage 
was last raised in 2010 (to 
$8.25). Raising the wage 
to $15 an hour is estimated 
to impact 1.4 million Illi-
noisans, according to the 
Illinois Economic Policy 
Institute at the University 
of Illinois.

Information on how to 
calculate the credit, as well 
as additional resources, 
including income tax Infor-
mation Bulletin FY2020-
13 and Frequently Asked 
Questions, FAQs, can be 
found on IDOR’s website 
at tax.illinois.gov.
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Wanted: Advertising Sales Rep
Reppert Publications has an immediate 
opening for a sales representative. 
Candidate must be self motivated, present 
good appearance, be well organized and 
have excellent people skills. No sales 

experience necessary. To apply, please send resume 
to jlreppert@annanews.com, mail to P.O. Box 529, 
Anna, IL  62906 or come by the office at 112 Lafayette 
Street, Anna, IL 62906. A family friendly, teamwork 
atmosphere.

REPPERT

Publications

RP

1GPTFCD

For Sale
FOR SALE: 2013 Kia Forte 
LX. White 4-door sedan. 
Mileage 87,000, 2.0 Liter 
4-cylinder engine, 6-speed 
manual transmission, front 
and rear disc brakes, am/
fm/cd. $4,500. Call The Ga-
zette-Democrat in Anna at 
(618)-833-2158.

tfn n/c

FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: Seasoned fire-
wood. $50.00 per load, you 
haul. Call (618)-833-7225 or 
(618)-833-0771.

52p-4gc

Use ToneKote® to treat 
allergies, stop shedding, and 
provide a warm winter coat. 
SOUTHERN FS (618)-833-
6916. (www.happyjackinc.
com)

1-4gc

FOR SALE: 2005 GMC 
Sierra 1/2-ton pickup truck, 
2-wheel drive, automatic. 
$3,500. Call (618)-969-2451.

tfn n/c

FOR SALE: Registered polled 
Hereford bulls. 22 months 
old. Call or text (618)-697-
0627.

3p-5gc

FOR SALE: Brown lift chair, 
good condition, $200.00; 
Drive senior walker with 
storage, $50.00. Call (618)-
614-8388.

4gpc

For Sale 
real 

eState
ANNA BUNGALOW: Start-
er or retirement home (Bsc 
28'x26' plus additional sun-
room, deck & porches). 
Large attic, full basement, 2 
bedroom, bath, front room 
& kitchen, central heat/air, 
private deck, great view. Mid 
$50's. Call (618)-697-2271.

52p-4gc

FOR SALE: Hobby Farm/
House on 2 + acres surround-
ed by fields. $82,000.00. 
Private area close to Shawnee 
National Forest and practical-
ly at the back door of Trail 
of Tears State Forest. The 
address is 1290 Clear Creek 
Levee Road (hard road), 
Jonesboro, which is located 
2 miles east of Ware on  hwy. 
146. Call or text (618) 697-
1934. I will get back with you 
as soon as I can.   

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 1ST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY - 

JONESBORO, 
ILLINOIS

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
PLAINTIFF

Vs.

Gina Stokes; et. al.
DEFENDANTS

2019CH21

NOTICE OF 
SHERIFF'S SALE OF 

REAL ESTATE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of Fore-
closure and Sale entered in the 
above cause on 08/30/2019, 
the Sheriff of Union County, 
Illinois will on February 5, 
2020 at the hour of 9:00 AM 
at Union County Courthouse 
309 West Market Jonesboro, 
IL 62952, or in a place oth-
erwise designated at the time 
of sale, County of Union and 
State of Illinois, sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder 
for cash, as set forth below, 
the following described real 
estate:

PIN 14-00-09-645
Improved with Residential
COMMONLY KNOWN 

AS:
6 Fairview Ave
Anna, IL 62906
Sale terms: 10% down of 

the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the 
auction; The balance, in-
cluding the Judicial sale fee 
for Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief 
Fund, which is calculated 
at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of 
the amount paid by the pur-
chaser not to exceed $300, in 
certified funds, is due within 
twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, spe-
cial assessments, or special 
taxes levied against said real 
estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to Plain-
tiff and in "AS IS" condition. 
The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the court.

If the property is a condo-
minium and the foreclosure 
takes place after 1/1/2007, 
purchasers other than the 
mortgagees will be required 
to pay any assessment and 
legal fees due under The Con-
dominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located 
in a common interest com-
munity, purchasers other than 
mortgagees will be required 
to pay any assessment and 
legal fees due under the Con-
dominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the Purchaser at 
the sale shall be entitled only 
to a return of the deposit paid. 
The Purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee 
or the Mortgagee's attorney.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the purchaser 
shall receive a Certificate of 
Sale, which will entitle the 
purchaser to a Deed to the real 
estate after Confirmation of 
the sale. The successful pur-
chaser has the sole responsi-
bility/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the 
subject premises.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection and 
Plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to 

check the Court file to verify 
all information.

IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE ILLI-
NOIS MORTGAGE FORE-
CLOSURE LAW.

For information: Exam-
ine the court file or contact 
Plaintiff's attorney: Codilis 
& Associates, P.C., 15W030 
North Frontage Road, Suite 
100, Burr Ridge, IL 60527, 
(630) 794-9876. Please refer 
to file number 14-19-05924.

I3140670 
2-4g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

SELENE FINANCE LP,
PLAINTIFF,

VS.
SALLY J BALLARD,

DEFENDANT.
18 CH 19

205 WEST VIENNA 
STREET

ANNA, IL 62906

NOTICE OF SALE 
PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE 

UNDER ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale entered 
by the Court in the above 
entitled cause on December 
17, 2019, Sheriff of Union 
County will on February 5, 
2020, in UNION COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE, 309 W. 
MARKET, JONESBORO, 
IL 62952, at 9:00 AM, sell 
at public auction and sale to 
the highest bidder for cash, 
all and singular, the following 
described real estate men-
tioned in said Judgment, sit-
uated in the County of Union, 
State of Illinois, or so much 
thereof as shall be sufficient 
to satisfy said Judgment:

TAX NO. 14-00-08-633
COMMONLY KNOWN 

AS: 205 West Vienna Street 
Anna, IL 62906

Description of Improve-
ments: White vinyl siding, 
one story single family home, 
no garage

The Judgment amount was 
$62,692.95.

Sale Terms: This is an "AS 
IS" sale for "CASH". The 
successful bidder must de-
posit 10% down by certified 
funds; balance, by certified 
funds, within 24 hours. NO 
REFUNDS.

The subject property is 
subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments or 
special taxes levied against 
said real estate, water bills, 
etc., and is offered for sale 
without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to 
plaintiff. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full of 
the bid amount, the purchaser 
shall receive a Certificate of 
Sale, which will entitle the 
purchaser to a Deed to the 
real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.

The property will NOT be 
open for inspection. Prospec-
tive bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify 
all information.

The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibility/ex-
pense of evicting any tenants 
or other individuals presently 
in possession of the subject 
premises.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure 
sale, other than a mortgagee 
shall pay the assessments 
and the legal fees required by 
The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) 
and (g)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE ILLI-
NOIS MORTGAGE FORE-

CLOSURE LAW.
For Information: Visit our 

website at http://ilforeclo-
suresales.mrpllc.com.

Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
only - McCalla Raymer Leib-
ert Pierce, LLC, Plaintiff's 
Attorneys, 1 N. Dearborn 
St. Suite 1200, Chicago, IL 
60602. Tel. No. (312) 346-
9088. Please refer to file# 
267249

PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT, THE 
PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY 
IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A DEBT 
AND ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.

Plaintiff's attorney is not 
required to provide additional 
information other than that 
set forth in this notice of sale.

I3140917
2-4g

For rent
NOTICE: All real estate 

advertised herein is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise "any preference, 
limitation, or discrimina-
tion based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination." 

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal op-
portunity basis. To complain 
of discrimination call HUD 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone num-
ber for the hearing impaired 
is 1-800-927-9275.

FOR LEASE: Commer-
cial Property. Retail Space, 
1,105 sq. ft. Available now. 
125 Leigh Avenue, Suite B, 
Anna, IL 62906. Call (618)-
833-5636 for an appointment 
to view.

gptfn

HOUSE FOR RENT: 2 bed-
room, 1 bath. Located in 
Anna. No pets. No smoking. 
$700.00 per month plus util-
ities. Deposit & references 
required. Please call (618)-
697-4289.

3-4gpc

FOR RENT: 16x80 3 bed-
room, 2 bath mobile home. 
5 miles south of Anna on 
U.S. 51. Refrigerator, stove, 
dishwasher, microwave, stor-
age building, water & trash. 
No pets. Deposit required. 
$550.00 per month. Call 
(618)-827-4737 or (618)-
697-1948.

3p-4gc

FOR RENT: 2 bedroom 
duplex. W/D hook-up. Nice 
neighborhood. Call (618)-
833-6495.

4-5gpc

Help 
Wanted

Come Join Our Team at 
Union County Hospital!

Positions are now posted 
online for the following:

 
Long Term Care—
Full-Time C.N.A. 

Night and PRN Shift
Quality Analyst 
Full-Time Days

Emergency Room—RN 
Full-Time Night and 

PRN Shift
Med/Surg—C.N.A. 
Part-Time Night and 

PRN Shift
RN House Supervisor—

Part-Time Night Shift
Lab—Medical Technologist 

Night Shift
ES Worker Full-Time 

evening Shift
Rad Tech PRN

CCC Registrar PRN
ALSO

HHS Dietary Aide / Cook 
Full-time with benefits

Sign-on Bonus included in 
selected positions

For more information, 
contact us at (618)-833-4511 
ext. 4297.  
See all our job postings and 

apply online at

www.unioncountyhospital.
com

(We are an Equal 
Opportunity Employer)
Union County Hospital

517 N. Main St.
Anna, IL  62906

and
Please contact:  

Brittney Horn at  
Bhorn@hhs1.com or by 

calling 
618-833-4511 EXT. 4467

4-5gp

WANTED: LPN
MULBERRY MANOR is 
accepting applications for 
Full/Part Time LPN Position. 
Background check required. 
Those interested may apply in 
person or email a resume. 612 
E. Davie St., Anna, IL 62906. 
618-833-6012 mulberryman-
or@keltechmanagement.com
EOE.

2p-4g

WANTED: DSP/Mature 
Caretaker/CNA 

(we will train you)
MULBERRY MANOR is 
accepting applications for the 
DSP positions. We will train 
you. No prior certification 
required. Background check 
required. Full time & part 
time hours. All shifts. Those 
interested may apply in per-
son or email a resume. 612 
E. Davie St., Anna, IL 62906. 
618-833-6012 mulberryman-
or@keltechmanagement.com
EOE.

2p-4g

WANTED: Housekeeper
MULBERRY MANOR is 
accepting applications for 
Housekeeping position. 
Background check required. 
Those interested may apply in 
person or email a resume. 612 
E. Davie St., Anna, IL 62906. 
618-833-6012 mulberryman-
or@keltechmanagement.com
EOE.

2p-4g

HELP WANTED: Part-time 
Manager/Maintenance for 
small 16-unit apartment 
complex. Contact Knollwood 
Apartments, 112 Leigh Drive, 
Anna. For application, call 
(618)-833-7766. Hours: 7 
a.m. to noon, Monday-Friday.

3-4gp

SEEKING Teachers & Teach-
er Aides at Anna Heights ELC. 
Call for more information, 
(618)-833-7158 or submit 
resume, 3 letters of reference, 
copies of transcripts and writ-
ten testimony of salvation to 
100 Turner Avenue, Anna.

3p-5g

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Trenching

Gravel & Sand
(618)-833-6197 or

(618)-697-0453
gptfn

GROSS BUSTERS
EXTERIOR CLEANING:

House Washing
Roof Washing

Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates.

Call (618)-697-5968
www.grossbustersIL.com

45-8gpc

puBlic 
notice

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF POINSETT 
COUNTY, ARKANSAS

CIVIL DIVISION

TRACI ANN SMITH,
As custodian of 
BLYE SMITH-
BOSECKER,

a minor
NO. CV-19-187

WARNING ORDER

To: John Bosecker

Take notice that on the 
17th day of October, 2019, a 

Verified Petition for Change 
of Name was filed by Traci 
Smith, in the Civil Division of 
the Circuit Court of Poinsett 
County, Arkansas, in which 
Traci Smith is seeking a name 
change for her minor child.

A hearing on this mat-
ter is scheduled for Janu-
ary 28, 2020, at 9:30 a.m. 
at the Craighead County 
Courthouse in Jonesboro, 
Arkansas.

Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing set forth above 
and show cause against such  
application, the Petition shall 
be taken as confessed and the 
name change granted.

Dan Ritchey
Circuit Judge

Dated this 12th day of 
December, 2019.

MISTY 
RICHARDSON 

RUSSELL, 
CIRCUIT CLERK
BY: Deanne Jones

By: Kara L. Byars
(#2011219)

Attorney at Law
107 North Gould

Harrisburg, AR 72432
2-4g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 1ST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY - 

JONESBORO, 
ILLINOIS

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
PLAINTIFF

Vs.
Gina Stokes; et. al.

DEFENDANTS
2019CH21

NOTICE OF 
SHERIFF'S SALE OF 

REAL ESTATE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of Fore-
closure and Sale entered in the 
above cause on 08/30/2019, 
the Sheriff of Union County, 
Illinois will on February 5, 
2020 at the hour of 9:00 AM 
at Union County Courthouse 
309 West Market Jonesboro, 
IL 62952, or in a place oth-
erwise designated at the time 
of sale, County of Union and 
State of Illinois, sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder 
for cash, as set forth below, 
the following described real 
estate:

LOT NUMBER SIX 
(6) FIRST FAIRVIEW 
HEIGHTS ADDITION TO 
THE CITY OF ANNA, 
UNION COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS

PIN 14-00-09-645
Improved with Residential
COMMONLY KNOWN 

AS:
6 Fairview Ave
Anna, IL 62906
Sale terms: 10% down of 

the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the 
auction; The balance, in-
cluding the Judicial sale fee 
for Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief 
Fund, which is calculated 
at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of 
the amount paid by the pur-
chaser not to exceed $300, in 
certified funds, is due within 
twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, spe-
cial assessments, or special 
taxes levied against said real 
estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to Plain-
tiff and in "AS IS" condition. 
The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the court.

If the property is a condo-
minium and the foreclosure 
takes place after 1/1/2007, 
purchasers other than the 
mortgagees will be required 
to pay any assessment and 
legal fees due under The Con-
dominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located 
in a common interest com-
munity, purchasers other than 
mortgagees will be required 
to pay any assessment and 
legal fees due under the Con-
dominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the Purchaser at 
the sale shall be entitled only 
to a return of the deposit paid. 
The Purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee 
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or the Mortgagee's attorney.
Upon payment in full of 

the amount bid, the purchaser 
shall receive a Certificate of 
Sale, which will entitle the 
purchaser to a Deed to the real 
estate after Confirmation of 
the sale. The successful pur-
chaser has the sole responsi-
bility/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the 
subject premises.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection and 
Plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to 
check the Court file to verify 
all information.

IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE ILLI-
NOIS MORTGAGE FORE-
CLOSURE LAW.

For information: Exam-
ine the court file or contact 
Plaintiff's attorney: Codilis 
& Associates, P.C., 15W030 
North Frontage Road, Suite 
100, Burr Ridge, IL 60527, 
(630) 794-9876. Please refer 
to file number 14-19-05924.

I3140670 
2-4g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

SELENE FINANCE LP,
PLAINTIFF,

VS.
SALLY J BALLARD,

DEFENDANT.
18 CH 19

205 WEST VIENNA 
STREET

ANNA, IL 62906

NOTICE OF SALE 
PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE

UNDER ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale entered 
by the Court in the above 
entitled cause on December 
17, 2019, Sheriff of Union 
County will on February 5, 
2020, in UNION COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE, 309 W. 
MARKET, JONESBORO, 
IL 62952, at 9:00 AM, sell 
at public auction and sale to 
the highest bidder for cash, 
all and singular, the following 
described real estate men-
tioned in said Judgment, sit-
uated in the County of Union, 
State of Illinois, or so much 
thereof as shall be sufficient 
to satisfy said Judgment:

LOT NUMBER FIVE (5) 
IN GEORGE W. NORRIS' 
FIRST ADDITION TO THE 
TOWN (NOW CITY) OF 
ANNA, SITUATED IN THE 
COUNTY OF UNION IN 
THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

EXCEPT ANY INTER-
EST IN THE COAL, OIL, 
GAS, AND OTHER MIN-
ERALS UNDERLYING 
THE LAND WHICH HAVE 
BEEN HERETOFORE CON-
VEYED OR RESERVED IN 
PRIOR CONVEYANCES, 
AND ALL RIGHTS AND 
EASEMENTS IN FAVOR 
OF THE ESTATE OF SAID 
COAL, OIL, GAS AND 
OTHER MINERALS, IF 
ANY.

TAX NO. 14-00-08-633
COMMONLY KNOWN 

AS: 205 West Vienna Street 
Anna, IL 62906

Description of Improve-
ments: White vinyl siding, 
one story single family home, 
no garage

The Judgment amount was 
$62,692.95.

Sale Terms: This is an "AS 
IS" sale for "CASH". The 
successful bidder must de-
posit 10% down by certified 
funds; balance, by certified 
funds, within 24 hours. NO 
REFUNDS.

The subject property is 
subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments or 
special taxes levied against 
said real estate, water bills, 
etc., and is offered for sale 
without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to 
plaintiff. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full of 
the bid amount, the purchaser 
shall receive a Certificate of 
Sale, which will entitle the 
purchaser to a Deed to the 
real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.

The property will NOT be 
open for inspection. Prospec-
tive bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify 
all information.

The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibility/ex-
pense of evicting any tenants 
or other individuals presently 
in possession of the subject 
premises.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure 
sale, other than a mortgagee 
shall pay the assessments 
and the legal fees required by 
The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) 
and (g)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE ILLI-
NOIS MORTGAGE FORE-
CLOSURE LAW.

For Information: Visit our 
website at http://ilforeclo-
suresales.mrpllc.com.

Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
only - McCalla Raymer Leib-
ert Pierce, LLC, Plaintiff's 
Attorneys, 1 N. Dearborn 
St. Suite 1200, Chicago, IL 
60602. Tel. No. (312) 346-
9088. Please refer to file# 
267249

PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT, THE 
PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY 
IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A DEBT 
AND ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.

Plaintiff's attorney is not 
required to provide additional 
information other than that 
set forth in this notice of sale.

I3140917
2-4g

City of Anna
Request for Proposal

Notice is hereby giv-
en that the City of Anna 
is inviting proposals for 
the OPERATION OF THE 
ANNA PARK AND POOL 
CONCESSIONS for the 2020 
Season. Sealed proposals 
from qualified vendors will 
be received by Anna City 
Hall at 103 Market St., Anna, 
Illinois, 62906, until 12:00 
p.m. on February 4, 2020. 
Proposals will be opened at 
the February 4, 2020, Council 

meeting held at 5 p.m. at Anna 
City Hall.

Qualified vendors must be 
in compliance with all City of 
Anna insurance requirements 
and in compliance with all 
Illinois Department of Public 
Health requirements. For 
more information contact 
Anna City Hall at 1-618-
833-8528. 

4gp

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE INTEREST 
OF:

JORDAN WEBB,
ELLA DOUBLIN,

LUCAS DOUBLIN,
SKIE WEBB,

Minors.
NO. 2018-JA-42

2018-JA-43
2018-JA-44
2018-JA-42

AMENDED NOTICE 
BY PUBLICATION 

PURSUANT TO 
705 ILCS 405/2-16

To ALL WHOM IT MAY 
CONCERN:

TAKE NOTICE that on 
Wednesday, September 26, 
2018, petitions were filed un-
der the Juvenile Court Act of 
1987 by Daniel Klingemann, 
Union County State's Attor-
ney, by his Assistant State's 
Attorney, Lisa C. Casper, in 
the Circuit Court of Union 
County entitled "In the in-
terest of JORDAN WEBB, a 
minor, (2018-JA-42), ELLA 
DOUBLIN, a minor (2018-
JA-43), LUCAS DOUBLIN, 
a minor (2018-JA-44), and 
SKIE WEBB, a minor (2018-
JA-45)," and that in Judge 
Amanda Byassee Gott's 

courtroom at Union County 
Courthouse, 309 West Market 
Street, Jonesboro, Illinois, 
on Tuesday, the 18th day of 
February, 2020, at the hour of 
1 p.m., or as soon thereafter 
as this cause may be heard, a 
termination of parental rights 
hearing will be held upon 
the petition to have the child 
described to be a ward of the 
court under that Act. THE 
COURT HAS AUTHORITY 
IN THIS PROCEEDING TO 
TAKE FROM YOU THE 
CUSTODY AND GUARD-
IANSHIP OF THE MINOR 
TO TERMINATE YOUR 
PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARD-
IAN WITH POWER TO 
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. 
YOU MAY LOSE ALL 
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO 
YOUR CHILD. IF THE PE-
TITION REQUESTS THE 
TERMINATION OF YOUR 
PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
THE APPOINTMENT 
OF A GUARDIAN WITH 
POWER TO CONSENT TO 
ADOPTION, YOU MAY 
LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD. 
Unless you appear you will 
not be entitiled to further 
written notices of publication 
notices of the proceedings in 
this case, including the filing 
of an amended petition or a 
motion to terminate parental 
rights.
Now, unless you appear at 
the hearing and show cause 
against the petition, the alle-
gations of the petition may 
stand admitted as against you 
and each of you, and an order 
or judgment entered.

Tiffany Busby
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Dated: January 7, 2020
4g

Obituaries

nola Wenger
Nola Wenger, 99, of Anna, died Monday, Jan. 6, at 

Integrity Healthcare in Anna. 
Funeral services were pending at Rendleman & Hile-

man Funeral Home in Jonesboro.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements.

Marion Gerald turner
Marion Gerald Turner, 91, 

of Elco, died Wednesday, 
Jan. 1, 2020, at the Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center in 
Marion. 

Mr. Turner was born on 
Aug. 13, 1928, in Piggott, 
Ark., the son of Claude Rob-
ert and Vivian Marjorie Bir-
chett Turner.  

He married Linda Dabbs on 
Sept. 27, 1974. 

Mr. Turner was a veteran. 
He served in the U.S. Army. 
He worked as a carpenter and 
mechanic before his retirement.  He was 
the former mayor of  Mill Creek.  He was 
of the Pentecostal faith.  

He is survived by his wife, Linda, of 
Elco; his son, Robert Turner; a daughter, Tammy Mann, 
and a son, Troy Turner; 21 grandchildren; 12 great-grand-
children; and three siblings, Richard Turner, Ethel Nis-
wonger and Gaylon William “Bill” Turner. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; two sons, Eric 
Turner and Keith Turner; a daughter, Sue Westfall; two 
grandsons, Billy Turner and Jordon Mann; and siblings 
Vera Pauline Arnsmeier, Robert Claude Turner Jr., Everett 
Turner, Charles Turner, Dallas Turner, Peggy Turner and 
Zeffie Turner. 

Visitation will be Thursday, today, from noon until the 
hour of funeral services at Crain Funeral Home in Tamms. 

Funeral services will be at 3 p.m. Thursday, today, at the 
funeral home, with  the Rev. Stephen Clardy officiating. 
Military honors will be conducted at the funeral home. 
Private inurnment will be at a later date at St. John’s 
Cemetery near Dongola. 

Crain Funeral Home in Tamms is in charge of the 
arrangements.

To view the obituary or to leave an 
online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.

Steven ray Glasco
Steven Ray Glasco, 61, 

of Dongola, died Saturday, 
Dec. 28, 2019, at Carbondale 
Memorial Hospital.

He was born on July 30, 
1958, in Anna, the son of Ver-
non Ray Glasco and Patricia 
Joan Robertson Glasco.

Mr. Glasco was a graduate 
of Cobden High School. He 
was an over-the-road trucker 
for Greg’s Truck Service 
for many years. He was a 
volunteer firefighter for the 
Dongola Fire Department 
and was an avid woodworker 
and worked on motorcycles. 
He had attended The Spark in 
McClure and enjoyed their services.

He is survived by his wife, Tina Ann Glasco of Dongola; 
a daughter, Lisa (Joseph) Taylor of San Antonio, Texas; a 
son, Cory Glasco (Julie Hunter) of Anna; daughters Katy 
(Travis) Poole of Elco, Demi Glasco of Anna, Hannah 
(Alex) Pulliam of Anna, Samantha Pulliam of Anna, Dan-
ielle Pulliam of Anna and Kimberly Hancock of Dongola; 
his parents, Vernon and Patricia Glasco of Anna; a sister, 
Verna (Larry) Fuller of Cobden, nine grandchildren, Jas-
mine Taylor, Amy Glasco, Jessica Glasco, Brienna Hunter, 
Scott Glasco, Jackie Taylor, Eliana Tellor, Madison Tellor, 
Willow Pulliam and Alexander Steven Ray Tellor, who is 
soon to arrive; nieces, nephews and other relatives.

Mr. Glasco was preceded in death by two granddaugh-
ters, Rebecca Ann Glasco and Jayden Taylor; his grand-
parents, Jesse and Dorothy Glasco, Charles and Bertha 
Robertson; his mother-in-law, Pauline Pulliam, and Katy’s 
and Demi’s mother, Heather Massey Glasco.

Funeral services were at 1 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 2, at 
Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro. The Rev. Bob 
Richardson officiated. Burial was in Ebenezer Hall Cem-
etery at Lick Creek.

Memorials can be made to Crain Funeral Home.
Crain Funeral Home  in Anna-Jonesboro was in charge 

of arrangements.
To view the obituary or to leave an 

online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.

Billy Matheney
Billy Matheney, 61, of Anna, died Monday, Jan. 6, 

2020, at his home. 
He was born on June 28, 1958, in Anna, the son of 

William and Edna Davis Matheney. 
Billy is survived by his niece, Sarah Gerardi of Lick 

Creek; a nephew, Pete Tanner of Delta, Mo.; a brother-in-
law, Big Pete Tanner of Delta, Mo.; several great-nieces 
and nephews; other relatives and many friends. 

Billy was very proud of his work at the JR Center in 
Anna. He loved watching movies and spending time with 
his friends. 

Graveside services will be at 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 11, 
at the Alto Pass Cemetery. Interment will immediately 
follow. Friends are asked to go directly to the cemetery. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements.

Cobden American Legion
post welcomes new members,
support of local community

As a new year begins, 
the Cobden American Le-
gion continues to welcome 
new members, as well as 
support from the commu-
nity.

The American Legion is 
a non-profit veterans orga-
nization.

The American Legion 
is dedicated to mentoring 
young people, sponsoring 
wholesome programs in 
communities, advocating 
patriotism and honor, pro-
moting national security 
and supporting fellow ser-
vice members and veterans.

Programs include Op-
eration Comfort Warriors, 
scholarships, family and 
youth programs, commu-
nity support and services, 

and fund-raising to assist 
veterans and their families.  

Additional information 
about the American Legion 
can be found on its website 
at www.legion.org.

Those who are aware of 
any assistance that is need-
ed in the community are 
invited to contact the post.

Those who have served 
in active duty in the U.S. 
armed forces since Dec. 7, 
1941, and have been hon-
orably discharged or are 
currently serving can join 
the American Legion.

For more information 
about the Cobden Ameri-
can Legion, contact Mark 
Haddick at 618-559-4109 
or Jeff Lingle at 618-201-
8025.

Agribusiness seminar
set at Shawnee College

With the arrival of a 
new year, the Illinois crop 
planting season won’t be 
far behind.

Organizers of an upcom-
ing event which is planned 
in the area said there are 
plenty of tools and updates 
to help farmers plan and 
prepare for a successful 
season. 

An agribusiness seminar 
is scheduled Tuesday, Jan. 
14, at Shawnee Communi-
ty College near Ullin. 

Registration for the sem-
inar begins at 5:30 p.m. A 
meal is planned at 6 p.m.

The seminar is being 
sponsored by COUNTRY 
Financial, the Illinois Farm 
Bureau and other organi-
zations.

Presentations about a 
variety of topics, includ-
ing federal crop insurance 
offerings, navigating the 
crop insurance claims pro-
cess should devastation 
hit a farm and a market 
outlook on grain prices 
for 2020. 

Doug Yoder,  a  crop 
agency manager  wi th 
COUNTRY Financial, is 

scheduled to give a crop 
insurance update.

A market outlook pre-
sentation by AgriVisor 
LLC manager Joe Camp 
also is planned.

“We are excited to con-
nect with our COUNTRY 
clients, Farm Bureau mem-
bers and others interested 
in information that will 
help them better plan for 
the 2020 crop year in Illi-
nois,” Yoder said in a news 
release.

“These meetings proved 
helpful during a rough 
2019 and assisted many of 
our clients to be in better 
positions to overcome the 
weather challenges they 
faced because they better 
understood the resources 
available to them.” 

“I encourage all Illinois 
farmers to find the nearest 
Agribusiness Seminar this 
winter and plan on attend-
ing.” 

Information about the 
seminar at Shawnee Com-
munity College is avail-
able by contacting meeting 
host Josh Wagner by phone 
at 618-658-2871.

Swamps of the United 
States will be featured in a 
film which is scheduled to 
be shown Thursday, today, 
at the Barkhausen Cache 
River Wetlands Center near 
Cypress.

The film is scheduled to 

Swamp/wetland habitat featured
be shown at 2 p.m. and at 6 
p.m. The wetlands center is 
located at 8885 State Route 
37 South.

Habitats of the Okefe-
nokee and Everglades will 
be featured in the film. 
For more information, call 
618-657-2064.

Obits Online at annanews.com



Lt. Col. Shane Dillow retires after 
dedicated military service to nation

Lt. Col. Shane Dillow
A former Union County 

resident’s dedicated service 
to the nation was honored 
during a 2019 ceremony.

A U.S. Army 5th Special 
Forces (Airborne) retire-
ment ceremony for Lt. Col. 
Shane C. Dillow was held 
on June 28 of last year.

 The 5th Special Forces 
Group has its headquarters 
at Fort Campbell near Hop-
kinsville, Ky., and Clarks-
ville, Tenn. The retirement 
ceremony was held at Fort 
Campbell. Dillow is a na-
tive of Cobden.

The program for the re-
tirement ceremony fea-
tured the National Anthem, 
invocation, the retiree’s 
biography, remarks by Col. 
Powers and guests, pre-
sentations, remarks by Lt. 
Col. Dillow, benediction, 
the “Ballad of the Green 
Beret,” the Army song and 
a reception.

Lt. Col. Dillow is a 1992 
graduate of Southern Il-
linois University. He was 
commissioned as an infan-
try officer in May 1992.

His first duty assignment 
was as an infantry platoon 
leader and company exec-
utive officer in 3/9 INF at 
Fort Lewis, Washington, 
until 1996.

During this time, he de-
ployed to the Dominican 
Republic as part of a mul-
tinational observer group 
for Haiti.

In 1996, he attended 
the Signal Officer Transi-
tion Course and Advanced 
Course, with a follow on 

Five generations
Five generations gathered for a special photograph. Those in the photo 

include Maci Wagly of Herrin; Paton Wagly of Herrin; Kandi Newton, formerly 
of Cobden and now residing in Arizona; Debra (Mason) Newton of Coulterville, 
who formerly served as postmaster in Cobden; and Doris Camden of 
Coulterville, and formerly of Cobden. Photo provided.

Tim McGrath, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
1000 Leigh Ave., Ste. C
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6894

Your IRA & 401K
Rollover Headquarters

See us for:
Stocks • Bonds • CDs • Mutual Funds

Simple & SEP Retirement Plans 
Annuities • 401K Plans

www.edwardjones.com   Member SIPC 48GTF

Home Office: 800-524-7911
Fax: 618-833-5813

Email reppert@midwest.com
Order online at www.reppertsales.com

Lorell 4-tier Desktop Organizer
LLR95251 List $53.00 Ea.
SALE $29.99 Ea.

Lorell Electric Monitor Riser
LLR99530

List $565.00 Ea.
SALE $299.99 Ea.

Vertiflex Mobile File Cart
VRTVF50621 

List $130.41 Ea.
SALE $99.99 Ea.

Pastor's Corner by Pastor Don Cox
The integrity of man is based on his inward ac-
countability to the Living God. As long as he 
believes he can deceive and defraud without dis-
covery, nor accountability . . . HE WILL. TRUE!
Congregational Church of Alto Pass

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Worship-Message at 10:30 a.m.

Bible Study - Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Book of Revelation

4G

assignment to the 35th Sig-
nal Brigade at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina.

Lt. Col. Dillow attended 
the Special Forces Qual-
ification Course in 1998, 
with a follow on assignment 
to 5th SFG(A), where he 
served as a detachment 
commander for ODAs 526 
and 521.

He served as the 1st Bat-
talion S4 and deployed to 
Operation Enduring Free-

dom and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.

Lt. Col. Dillow was then 
assigned to the U.S. Strate-
gic Command in Bellevue, 
Neb., where he served in 
the support team to U.S. 
Special Operations Com-
mand.

Lt. Col. Dillow returned 
to 5th SFG(A) in 2006 as 
the executive officer for 1st 
Battalion and as the C/1/5 
commander, deploying to 
Baghdad, IZ.

His next assignment was 
as the J3, Joint Task Force 
SWORD, at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina, where he 
deployed to Afghanistan 
and Haiti.

His next assignment was 
as a security forces advisor 
team leader, 2-2 Infantry 
Division, at Fort Lewis, 
Washington, where he de-
ployed and served as the 
task force commander for 

Public Record
from the files at the 
Union County Courthouse, Jonesboro

Realty Transactions
The following real estate 

transactions were recorded 
at the Union County clerk’s 
office in Jonesboro:

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Tra Bel Schae Properties 
LLC. Grantee: Rocking 
Sy Inc. Tract Section 28 
Township 11S Range 1E.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
John A. Lloyd. Grantee: 
Kathlee Lloyd. Subdivision 
Name: Gattingers Add. of 
Anna. Lots 7, 8.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Denise Dunkin,  Denise 
Schuetz. Grantee: Caryl M. 
Lindsey, Jimmy D. Lindsey, 
John E. Lindsey, Lottie J. 
Lindsey. Tract Section 14 
Township 14S Range 1E.

Q u i t  C l a i m  D e e d . 
Grantor: US Bank National 
Association.  Grantee: Trena 
Kay Boyd. Subdivision Name: 
Orchard Drive Sub. Lot 43.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Southern I l l inois Foods 
Inc. Grantee: Three Fowler 
Investments LLC. Tract 
Section 21 Township 12 
Range 1W. Subdivision 
Name: Hartline Brothers 
Subdivision. Lot 8.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
The First State Bank of 
Dongola. Grantee: Anna-
Jonesboro National Bank. 
Tract Section 21 Township 
12S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Eleanor M. Clardy. Grantee: 
Diane Robertson, Jeffery 
Robertson. Subdiv is ion 
Name: Winstead Davies 2nd 
Add. of Anna. Lots 25, 26.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
James R. Pind, Kenneth R. 
Pind. Grantee: Leni Lambdin, 
Matthew Lambdin. Tract 
Section 24 Township 12S 
Range 2W. Subdivision 
Name: Willis Willards 2nd 
Add. of Jonesboro. Lots 15, 
16, 17.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Barbara Treece, Bernita 
Treece, Robert Treece, 
Robert Kent Treece. Grantee: 
Michaela Sizemore, Robert 
L. Sizemore. Tract Section 
14 Township 13S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Anna-Jonesboro National 
Bank. Grantee: Steven Craig. 
Subdivision Name: Purcell 
Heights Sub. of Anna. Lots 
89, 90, 91.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Clifton Howell. Grantee: 
Anthony Howel l ,  Diana 
Howell. Tract Section 24 
Township 11S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Rebecca K. Haynes, Cecil 
R. Haynes Jr., Rebecca K. 
Haynes. Grantee: Pistol 
City Properties. Subdivision 
Name: Original Plat of Wolf 

Final sunset of 2019
The rays of the setting sun were shining through a tree line at the Union County State Fish and Wildlife 

Area near Ware on Dec. 31 – the final day of 2019.

Lake. Lot 18.
Warranty Deed. Grantor: 

Joni Lewis, Lonnie D. Lewis. 
Grantee: Jack D. Roach, 
Wi lma J.  Roach.  Tract 
Section 15 Township 12S 
Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Dale A. Hileman, Jackie L. 
Hileman. Grantee: Jason 
Hill, Justin Hill. Tract Section 
14 Township 13S Range 2W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Jason Hi l l ,  Just in  Hi l l . 
Grantee: Dale A. Hileman, 
Jack ie  H i leman.  Trac t 
Section 14 Township 13S 
Range 2W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Jeffrey L. Hayden. Grantee: 
E leanor  Mar ie  C la rdy, 
E l eano r  Ma r i e  C la rdy 
Trust, Sonya Marie Fabec. 
Subdivision Name: Garrott 
Addition. Lot 2.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Anna-Jonesboro National 
Bank. Grantee: PP Partners 
LLC.  Tract  Sect ion 21 
Township 12S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Jo Ann Green, Jean Samuels. 
Grantee: Jaime Lyn Watkins, 
James Bradley Watkins. 
Tract Section 32 Township 
12S Range 1W.

Traffic Citations
The following people were 

cited for speeding and were 
assessed $164 in fines and 
court costs as recorded at the 
Union County circuit clerk’s 
office in Jonesboro:

Christopher W. Tellor, 
Dongola. Meagan C. Perez, 
Wickliffe, Ky. Enrique Boneta 
Dueno, Fishers, Ind. Janeice 
C. Mosley, Decatur, Ga. 
Felicia M.  Phillips, Collierville, 
Tenn. Brittany Anna Lee, 
Cairo. Dmitri Marquand Bell, 
Cape Girardeau.

The fol lowing people 
were cited for the indicated 
violations and were assessed 
$164 in fines and court costs 
as recorded at the circuit 
clerk’s office:

Sha ron  L .  Marqu i s , 
Cobden, improper merging 
into traffic, $164. Joshua 
M. Bain, Scott City, Mo., 
following too closely, $164.

The fol lowing person 
was cited for the indicated 
violation and was assessed 
the accompanying fines and 
court costs as recorded at the 
circuit clerk’s office:

A b i g a i l  L .  L e w i s , 
Willow Brook, electronic 
communication device, $120.

Marriage Licenses
The county clerk’s office in 

Jonesboro issued a marriage 
license to:

Austin Benjamin Filson, 
20, of Anna, and Ashley 
Nicole Woodworth, 19, of 
Anna.

the Khakrez District in 
Afghanistan.

Upon redeployment in 
January 2013, he was as-
signed as the command 
inspector general for the 1st 
Special Forcees Command 
before moving home to 5th 
SFG(A) as the group exec-
utive officer.

Lt. Col. Dillow’s major 
awards and decorations 
included the Bronze Star 
Medal (fourth award), the 
Defense Meritorious Ser-
vice Medal (third award), 
the Meritorious Service 
Medal (second award), 
Parachutist Badge, Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge and 
the Special Forces Tab.

Lt. Col. Dillow and his 
wife, Kristina, have two 
sons, Austin, 23, and Gun-
nar, 10.

The lieutenant colonel 
is the son of Darrell and 
Sandy Dillow of Cobden.

New minimum wage took 
effect on Jan. 1 in Illinois

A new minimum wage 
took effect on Jan. 1 in 
Illinois.

The Illinois Department 
of Labor is encouraging 
employees to watch their 
paychecks to ensure that 
time worked in 2020 is paid 
at the new rate.

Gov. JB Pritzker signed 
the new minimum wage 
law last February providing 
a path to a $15 minimum 
wage by 2025. 

Minimum wage earners 
received an increase of $1 
to $9.25 an hour on Jan. 1, 
which will be followed by 
an increase to $10 an hour 
on July 1. 

The minimum wage will 
then increase an additional 
$1 an hour each January 1 
until it reaches $15 an hour 
in 2025.

The new minimum wage 
rates follow:

Jan. 1, 2020, $9.25.
July 1, 2020, $10.
Jan. 1, 2021, $11.
Jan. 1, 2022, $12.
Jan. 1, 2023, $13.
Jan. 1, 2024, $14.
Jan. 1, 2025, $15.
“While we expect com-

pliance by all employers re-

garding the new minimum 
wage, it is important that 
workers earning minimum 
wage are aware that the $1 
increase should be reflected 
in their pay checks for any 
time they work after the first 
of the year,” Illinois De-
partment of Labor director 
Michael Kleinik said in a 
news release. 

The last time Illinois in-
creased its minimum wage 
was a decade ago in 2010, 
when it was raised to $8.25. 

Since that time, Cook 
County has put in place 
a $12 per hour minimum 
wage and Chicago’s mini-
mum wage is now $13 an 
hour.

More than 1.4 million 
adult hourly workers in 
Illinois currently make less 
than $15 per hour, accord-
ing to the Illinois Economic 
Policy Institute at the Uni-
versity of Illinois.

The new law maintains 
provisions for employers 
to count gratuities to offset 
wages for workers such as 
food servers who regularly 
earn tips. 

Tipped employees may 
be paid 60 percent of the 

hourly minimum wage. 
These workers must still 
earn the minimum wage 
after receiving tips.

Beginning on Jan. 1, 
workers who are under 18 
years old and work fewer 
than 650 hours in a year 
were to earn a minimum 
wage of $8 per hour, up 
from the old youth mini-
mum wage of $7.75. The 
youth minimum wage rate 
will gradually rise to $13 an 
hour by Jan. 1, 2025.

To Place Your Ad Call 
(618) 833-2158
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2019 DARE Class: Officer Alfred Kamp stands with the 2019 graduating 
class of the DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) program at Shawnee 
Elementary School in Wolf Lake. 

Shawnee DARE graduation held

Poster Winners: Officer Kamp selected the top three winners in the DARE 
poster contest from among this year’s graduating class. The winners were, 
from left, Desiree Boucher, Aniston Nicholson and Madalyn Schuster.

Shawnee Elementary 
School in Wolf Lake had 
its  annual DARE gradua-
tion ceremony on Thursday, 
Dec. 19. 

The DARE (Drug Abuse 

Resistance Education) pro-
gram teaches students about 
the dangers of drug abuse 
and alcohol addiction, as 
well as instructs students 
on how to handle peer pres-

sure and avoid dangerous 
situations. 

The program is taught 
by Alfred Kamp from the 
Union County Sheriff ’s 
Office. 

As part of the program, 
students write an essay and 
make a poster representing 
the lessons they learned 
throughout the course. 

Special recognition was 
given to the top three post-
ers and essays, as chosen 
by Officer Kamp. The essay 
winners also read their es-
says as part of the gradua-
tion ceremony. 

The Shawnee DARE 
graduates included:

Claira Campbell, Desiree 
Boucher, Kolby Brown, 
Adyson Choate,  Nick 
Dallas, Olivia Derossett, 
Kasyn Dodson, Brock Ellet, 
Crown Ford, Roxie Griffin.

Akeylah Johnson, Daniel 
Jones, Bethany Morgan, 
Zoe Myers, Aniston Nich-
olson, Shelby Pender, D.J. 
Rushing, Madalyn Schus-
ter, Savannah Verble.

Spirit Award: The DARE Spirit Award is given 
to one student from each graduating class for 
“exemplifying the spirit of DARE.” This year’s 
winner,  Aniston Nicholson, was presented with 
a certificate of achievement and a gift certificate. 

Essay Winners: The writers of the top three essays from the graduating 
class were given certificates of recognition and were allowed to read their 
essays as part of the graduation ceremony. The winners, with Officer Camp, 
were, from left, Crown Ford, Brock Ellet and Claira Campbell.

Shawnee Forest employees, 
partners earn regional awards

Students from the Union 
County area have been 
named to the fall semester 
dean’s list at Southeast 
Missouri State University 
in Cape Girardeau.

Students named to the list 
earned at least a 3.75 grade 
point average on a 4.0 scale, 
completed at least 12 hours 
of standard graded credit, 
achieved no grade below a 
B and received no failing 

grades in enrolled courses, 
including credit/no credit or 
pass/fail courses.

Area  s tuden t s  who 
earned dean’s list recogni-
tion included:

Gracey Lyerla, Alto Pass. 
Kenzie Boget, Anna. Kelsie 
Collier, Anna. Lydia Dover, 
Anna. Sierra Elliott, Anna. 

Jada Hudson, Anna. Ka-
trina Karsen, Anna. Tanner 
Stadelbacher, Anna. Mor-

gan Bass, Cobden. Clare 
Bunyan, Cobden. 

Zoe Fuhrhop, Cobden. 
Emily Reese, Cobden. 
Morgan Bunch, Jonesboro. 
Nolan Knupp, Jonesboro. 
Alyssa Kohler, Jonesboro. 
Anna Mattheis, Jonesboro. 

Drew McLane, Jones-
boro. Tara  Morgan, Jones-
boro. Megan Tehandon, 
Jonesboro. Jill Webb, Mc-
Clure.

Students from Union County area named 
to Southeast Missouri State fall dean's list

The USDA Forest Ser-
vice Eastern Region re-
cently recognized three 
Shawnee National Forest 
teams for their work in sup-
port of agency goals. 

The Shawnee National 
Forest fire management 
team, archaeological inves-
tigations team and River to 
River Trail team all con-
tributed in ways that sig-
nificantly benefit the forest, 
partners and the public.

“These accomplishments 
show the dedication, in-
novation, and commitment 
of our employees and part-
ners and are proof of the 
valuable work being done 
across the forest and in 
Southern Illinois,” acting 
Shawnee National For-
est supervisor Ann Niesen 
said in a Dec. 23 news 
release which announced 
the awards.

Fire Management Team
The Shawnee National 

Forest fire management 
team received an award 
for strengthening the stew-
ardship of private lands 
through technology and 
research. 

Recognizing the impor-
tance of returning fire to 
a fire-adapted landscape, 
the fire management team 
pro-actively developed a 
strategy to plan and imple-
ment prescribed fires that 
involved neighbors and 
partners. 

The Shawnee Resource 
Conservancy and Devel-
opment, Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, 
Southern Illinois Prescribed 
Burn Association, The Na-
ture Conservancy and the 
Shawnee National For-
est Service worked across 
boundaries to form strong 
relationships and efficiently 
and effectively returned 
fire to the Southern Illinois 
landscape. 

In Fiscal Year 2019, the 
Shawnee National Forest 
fire management program 
and its partners successfully 
completed a record 14,000 
acres of prescribed fire on 
national forest system and 
non-federal lands in South-
ern Illinois.

Archaeological Investi-
gations Team

Shawnee National Forest 
archaeologists and col-
laborators from Southern 
Illinois University won an 
award for facilitating rural 
prosperity and economic 
development. 

Local high school stu-
dents worked alongside 
Forest Service employees, 
college students and in-
structors during a two-week 
field school at Miller Grove, 
a pre-Civil War community 
founded by freed African 
Americans. 

The end project for the 
students was the develop-
ment of a story map in-
corporating film footage, 
primary source materials 
and artifacts into a detailed 
diary of their learning jour-
ney at Miller Grove.

River to River Trail
The River to River Trail 

Society, Shawnee Trail 
Conservancy, Friends of the 
Shawnee National Forest 
and the Shawnee National 
Forest earned an award for 
fostering productive and 
sustainable use of national 
forest system lands. 

The team significantly 
contributed to successful 
management of the River to 
River Trail through innova-
tive, collaborative partner-
ships. 

The Forest Service said 
the hard work of River to 
River Trail Society, Shaw-
nee Trail Conservancy, 
Friends of the Shawnee 
National Forest and the 
Shawnee National Forest 
and partners resulted in 
maintenance and improve-
ments that protect nearby 
water sources and improve 
visitor experience on the 
trail.

The group also worked 
together on the River to 
River Trail website to pro-
vide better information 
about the trail and to pro-
vide a platform for local 
trail-relevant businesses.

The regional forester 
plans to recognize the 
Shawnee National For-
est award winners during 
a virtual presentation on 
Wednesday, Feb. 5.

Farm legacy seminar set
Seventy percent of U.S. 

farmland will likely change 
hands during the next two 
decades. 

With estimates as high as 
half of American farmers 
operating without an estate 
plan, Illinois Farm Bureau, 
IFB, and COUNTRY Fi-
nancial are planning to offer 
three farm legacy seminars.

The seminars are de-
signed to help farmers as 
plans are made for the next 
generation.

The events are scheduled 
Feb. 25 in Rochelle, Feb. 26 
in Champaign and Feb. 27 
in Marion.

The Marion seminar will 
be at Kokopelli Golf Club. 
The two-hour seminars are 
scheduled to begin at 5 p.m. 
with dinner.

The seminars will pro-
vide current and prospec-
tive IFB members and 

COUNTRY Financial cli-
ents with tools, protection 
and ongoing support es-
sential to legacy planning, 
in order to allow them to 
keep their farm in the fam-
ily amid today’s financial 
challenges.

Each meeting is sched-
uled to include a keynote 
presentation by Dr. Ron 
Hanson, Harlan agribusi-
ness professor emeritus at 
the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. Hanson is a pro-
fessional speaker on farm 
legacy planning. 

Following Hanson’s 
talk, farm legacy planning 
support will be explained 
and offered by COUNTRY 
financial specialists and 
planning support manager 
Joe Buhrmann.

Registration information 
is available online at www.
ilfb.org/farmplanning.
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News from

Mt. Moriah Lutheran 
Church, Anna

Jan. 5 was the second 
Sunday of Christmas. For 
the children’s sermon, 
Ms. Paula sang the song 
“Twinkle, Twinkle Special 
Star,” which taught about 
the magi (wise men) who 
studied the stars and knew 
something special had hap-
pened.  

In the main sermon, 
Pastor Mark reminded 
everyone that “here in our 
culture we do Christmas 
the wrong way. So many 
people are unaware of 
the 12 days of Christmas, 
which actually begins on 
Christmas Eve and ends 
on January 6 (Epiphany).”

The gospel today was 
John’s Christmas story.  
Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John all had different ac-
counts of Christmas. Luke 
told it most fully. It was 
written for the Gentiles. 
John’s story was the most 
different. He was less con-
cerned with the order of 
what happened and more 
interested in what it all 
meant.

Prayers were offered for 
Ann West, Marlee Smith, 
Becky Poole, Abbie Ed-
wards, Giovanna Hill, 
Jackie Myers, Jon Wat-
son, Randy Bridges, Sue 
Ann Kaufman, Carla Sims, 
Nancy McNealy, Craig 
Bass, Jean West, Shawn 
Knupp, Nancy Lyerla and 
Hope Singleton.  

Prayers were also of-
fered for those who are 
grieving for John Gilmore.

The annual meeting of 
the congregation is planned 
after services on Jan. 19. 

T h e  m e n ’s  g r o u p 
planned to have a night 
out on Monday, Jan. 6, at 
Midland Inn.

Jan. 19 is food day. Do-
nations for local food pan-
tries will be welcomed on 
that day.

The church council 
plans to have a month-
ly meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 16.

Adult Bible study is 
planned at Mt. Moriah for 
both Salem and Mt. Mori-
ah on Jan. 14 at 7 p.m.

By Sue Eudy
Thank you to Maxine 

and Fred Pender of Fair 
City for renewing their 
subscription to The Ga-
zette-Democrat and giving 
me the credit.

We extend our sympa-
thy to the family of Lynn 
Cavaness of McClure who 
passed away on Dec. 20. 
His funeral was held Satur-
day at Ford & Sons Sprigg 
Street Funeral Home with 
the Rev. Randy Morgan 
officiating.

Our sympathy to the 
family of Paul Wareing of 
Thebes, who died Thurs-
day, Jan. 2. His funeral was 
at 2 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 5, at 
McCombs Funeral Home 
in Cape Girardeau. He was 
the uncle of Shirley Miller 
of McClure.

Emma Eudy and Jon-
athan Bohnert of Cape 
Girardeau visited Saturday 
with Sue and Steve Eudy 
of Anna.

You are invited to attend 
services at Reynoldsville 

Missionary Baptist Church. 
Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday morning wor-
ship service is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday evening worship 
service is at 6 p.m. Rev. 
Jamie Bridgeman is the 
pastor. 

On Sunday, Jan. 5, 
Pastor Perry Williams 
brought the messages at 
both services. Dee Rose 
led worship. 

Molly Williams provid-
ed special music.

A Women on Mission 
meeting is planned at 9:30 
a.m. Thursday, today.

Titus 2 ladies Bible 
study is planned at 9:30 
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 11, at 
the church.

Birthdays: Jean Lynn, 
Jan. 2; Jerry Hunter, Aaron 
Sheffer, Jan. 7; Sue Clary, 
Amy Sheffer, Jan. 10; 
Denna Williams, Jan. 11; 

Robert McCain, Jan. 12.
The schedule for wor-

ship at the church for this 
coming week includes 
Bible study at 9 a.m. on 
Sunday, and worship ser-
vices at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

Dig-In Children’s Min-
istry for children from 3 
years of age through 6th 
grade is planned from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednes-
day. 

Youth meet from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. on Wednesday.

An adult Bible study/
prayer meeting is planned 
at 6:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day.

News from

Walnut Grove Church
On the Epiphany of the 

Lord Sunday at Walnut 
Grove United Methodist 
Church, Kathy and Au-
brey lit the altar candles 
while Johnathan played 
the musical prelude on the 
piano, and Jim collected 
the offering.  

T h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n 
shared in Communion 
during the Eucharist ser-
vice, with David and Keith 
assisting Pastor Bobbi.

Scripture was from Ro-
mans. Pastor Bobbi asked 
us “how would we change 
ourselves if we could. Our 
internal transformation 
will always involve per-
sonal struggles but we can 
ask God to help us be more 
faithful to Him.”

Prayers were requested 
for Bishop Beard of the 
United Methodist Great 
Rivers Conference, Dick 
Sullins of the Anna Meth-

odist Church, Elizabeth 
Corbit and Kathy’s family 
for the loss of her sister-
in-law.  

Donna said her son-in-
law Michael received a 
good health report.  

Everyone was thankful 
that Elizabeth played the 
piano on Christmas Eve 
for the church’s Christmas 
carols and candle lighting 
ceremony.

The church ladies met 
for lunch last Friday at 
Goddard’s Barn and Grill 
in Anna. The next ladies’ 
lunch is planned Feb. 7 at 
11:30 a.m. at a location to 
be determined.

The Sunday service, 
which includes Sunday 
School for children, starts 
at 9:30 a.m. 

The church is located 
at 3195 Mountain Glen 
Rd. near Cobden, and near 
Illinois Route 127.

News from

Camp Ground Church, 
Community

Rev. Dee Ann Thomp-
son’s sermon on Dec. 29 
was titled “Leaving Jesus 
Behind.”  

In the selected scripture 
from Luke is the account 
of the 12-year-old Jesus 
being “left behind” at the 
temple after His family 
had been in Jerusalem for 
the Passover feast.  

This is the only story 
of Jesus’ childhood in the 
Bible. The message shared 
that “perhaps the reason it 
is preserved is to remind 
us not to leave Him be-
hind as we put away our 
Christmas decorations 
and go back to our daily 
routines.”

Matthew and Andrew 
Boaz took up the tithes 
and offerings. 

Rev. Thompson’s ser-
mon on Epiphany Sunday, 
Jan. 5, was titled “Lift Up 
Your Eyes,” with scripture 
from Isaiah and Matthew.  

The message shared that 
“Epiphany is the time God 
calls us to wake up and 
recognize Christ as the 
savior of the world.

“In the Isaiah passage, 
the prophet was reminding 
the Israelites that God had 
promised to send a savior, 
a light into the darkness 

of the sinful world, and 
that they should ‘look up’ 
and see.

“In the passage from 
Matthew, the magi ‘from 
the east’ followed the 
heavenly light to find the 
newborn Son of God.

“All of Israel should 
have followed the magi 
to see the newborn savior. 
Instead, disbelief regard-
ing God’s promises, or 
fear of King Herod kept 
them away.”

Rev. Thompson closed 
with a question: “Are we 
allowing the darkness of 
the world, or failure to be-
lieve keep us from receiv-
ing the light of salvation 
through Christ?”

Addi and Raelynn Bon-
ner received the offering.

Karen Vaughn is the 
lead elder for January.

After worship on Sun-
day, many remained and 
helped take down the Ad-
vent decorations.

Camp Ground invites 
everyone to join them in  
Bible study and worship. 
Coffee and fellowship 
begin at 9:30 a.m. Bible 
study is at 10 a.m. Worship 
is at 11 a.m. The church is 
located at 50 Tunnel Ln., 
east of Anna.

News from

First Baptist
Church, Anna

In the Sunday morning 
service on Jan. 5, Pastor 
Nick DiMauro’s sermon 
was titled “Treasure in a 
Field.” Scripture was from 
Matthew.

Mary Knight was guest 
music leader. 

The church’s next free 
Soup and Serve meal is 
planned from 4:30 p.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday, Jan. 13, in 
the fellowship hall. Doors 
open at 4:15 p.m. The menu 
will feature ham and beans, 
slaw, cornbread, dessert, 
coffee, tea and lemonade. 
All are welcome.

News from 

First Baptist Church, Jonesboro

Reynoldsville News

2019 extremely
wet year in region

The year 2019 was ex-
tremely wet in Southern 
Illinois, Southeast Missou-
ri and Western Kentucky.

In a 2019 annual climate 
summary, the National 
Weather Service office in 
Paducah reported on its 
website that most locations 
in the region received any-
where from 55 to 70-plus 
inches of precipitation for 
2019.

Normal annual precip-
itation is around 45 to 50 
inches, so last year’s total 
was 10 to 20-plus inches 
above normal.

Paducah and Cape Gi-
rardeau had their third 
wettest years on record.

The highest observed 
precipitation for the year 
was 74.11 inches, which 
was recorded at a station 
near Scott City, Mo.

Several other locations 
exceeded 70 inches for the 
year, including Paducah.

Along with the location 
near Scott City, Mo., the 
weather service reported 
the following 2019 rainfall 
totals for communities in 
the region:

Near Calvert City, Ky., 
73.70 inches.

Poplar Bluff, Mo., 72.75 
inches.

Near Paducah, 72.74 
inches.

Cape Girardeau, 70.67 
inches.

Near Anniston, Mo., 
70.56 inches.

Paducah, 70.27 inches.
Murphysboro, 69.87 

inches.
The wettest months 

compared to normal were 
February, May and Oc-
tober.

The exceptional amount 
of precipitation kept area 
rivers above flood stage, 
and even in major flooding, 
for a prolonged period of 
time.

Temperatures for 2019 
finished above normal by 
around 1 degree across the 
region.

The weather service re-
ported that the most ab-
normally warm months 
compared to normal were 
September and December.

The coldest month, com-
pared to normal, was No-
vember.

The weather service not-
ed that the “lack of mild 
temperatures during the 
fall season was incredible.”

“Essentially we flipped 
right from summer to win-
ter,” the weather service 
observed.

In Paducah, the warmest 
temperature of the year, 96 
degrees, occurred on Sept. 
16. The coldest tempera-
ture of the year occurred 
on Nov. 13.

“This was quite unusual, 
since typically our warmest 
temperature occurs in July 
or August and our coldest 
temperature usually occurs 
in January or February,” 
the weather service added.

“In fact, this was the 
first time on record that Pa-
ducah’s warmest tempera-
ture of the year occurred so 
late in the season.

“Not to be outdone, it 
was also only the second 
time that Paducah’s coldest 
temperature of the entire 
year occurred in Novem-
ber. This also happened 
back in 1950.” 

The weather service 
posted the following 2019 
monthly records for Pa-
ducah and Cape Girardeau:

Paducah
February, second wet-

test. May, wettest. Sep-
tember, second warmest 
and fourth driest. October, 
sixth wettest. November, 
fifth snowiest and ninth 
coldest. December, 10th 
warmest.

Cape Girardeau
February, fifth wettest. 

May, fifth wettest. July, 
fifth wettest. September, 
warmest. October, third 
wettest. November, tied for 
fourth coldest. December, 
eighth warmest.



Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news of him spread throughout the whole region. 
He taught in their synagogues and was praised by all. He came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and 
went according to his custom into the synagogue on the sabbath day. He stood up to read and was hand-
ed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written: The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to 
proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat 
down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked intently at him. He said to them, “Today this Scripture 
passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” And all spoke highly of him and were amazed at the gracious words 
that came from his mouth. From the Gospel of Luke.
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Christmas Eve
Jim and Sandy Carter 

watched a Star Wars movie 
with Thomas and kids and 
later in the evening get 
together were at Thomas’ 
house with the Carters.  

Christmas morning was 
breakfast at Jim and San-
dy’s home and opening of 
gifts. Was fun. 

The weekend before Jim 
and Sandy took Sandy’s 
aunt and a dear friend Tom-
my Ury and went to the 
Lady of the Snows to see 
the magnificent lights. Was 
so beautiful, the scene of 
Bethlehem was one of San-
dy’s favorites. 

Before going there they 
enjoyed a dinner at Eckerts 
Orchard, was delicious. 

Was a great Christmas 
with family and friends. 
Jesus’ birthday is the most 
important of all.

Christmas Celebration
Dorothy Mitchell guests 

were all her children and 
grandchildren. They spent 
Chris tmas Eve at  her 
daughter Debbie and Mike 
Ayers and enjoyed opening 
presents.

Recently Dorothy and 
Debbie took a train ride to 
see Dorothy’s son and Deb-
bie’s brother Wayne near 
Champaign. He took them 
to a covered bridge and a lot 
of interesting places.

One morning Dorothy 
got a call from Wayne that 
he was coming to fish. Then 
she was surprised with 
a phone call to open her 
garage and what a surprise 
she did get. Wayne had 
brought her a golf cart. Now 
Dorothy can ride where she 
wants to go.  

Thanks
A special thanks to Dor-

othy Mitchell for giving me 
credit when she renewed 
her subscription to The 
Gazette-Democrat and a 
gift subscription for her son 
Wayne Brown who lives 
near Champaign.

A special thanks to Aaron 
Hart from Florida for giving 
me credit when he renewed 
his subscription to The Ga-
zette-Democrat and a gift 
subscription for Stephen 
Burns in St. Louis.

Elijah Glen Ellis volunteered to help lay the 
wreaths for the Honor Wreaths for Veterans Dec. 14. 
Elijah is a senior at A-J and enjoys being a member 
of the band, FBL and the theatre department. His 
parents Bessie and Curt Ellis also volunteered to 
lay the wreaths.

Jerry and Diane Hines 
wish everyone in Anna a 
Happy New Year. Thanks 
to Jerry for sending news 
to everyone about our 
classmates at A-JCHS.

New Year’s Eve party at Anna Vista. Please call Brenda Kelley, 618-614-
8350, if you have Christmas trees and Christmas decorations you don’t want 
anymore. They redecorate them and have sales so they can have parties and 
activities for the residents at Anna Vista like the New Year’s Eve party. Next 
party will be Valentine’s Day!

Virginia Housman’s 
95th Birthday Bash will 
be Sunday, Jan. 19, 
between 1 p.m. and 3 
p.m. If you know this 
great lady come help her 
celebrate!

Trip to Texas: Janice Lewellyn enjoyed a trip to Dallas, Texas, to celebrate 
her grandson Christian Lewellyn’s 16th birthday Dec. 23 and Christmas with 
family and friends.

Birthday Celebration
Lisa Spiess was hon-

ored with an early birthday 
celebration at Dinner Bell 
Two by Bessie, Curt and 
Elijah Ellis and Martha Ann 
Webb. Lisa will celebrate 
her birthday Jan. 7.  

Celebrating Christmas
Stephen Burns spent 

Christmas Eve going to an 
Vigil Mass at the Shrine of 
St. Joseph. Followed with 
a family gathering at the 
home of Stephen’s niece, 
Bridget.

New Year’s Eve
Bob and Betty Caraker, 

along with Willie and Ter-
rie Rhymer, went out New 
Year’s Eve to Marion to 
the movies and saw Little 
Women. Then ate out at Lo-
gan Roadhouse for supper.

New Year’s Day
Willie and Terrie Rhym-

er had a house full for a 
New Year’s meal of beans, 
cabbage, corn bread, pork 
roast, barbeque chicken and 
all the fixings.

Joining them to eat were 
David, Tammy, Emiliee and 
Winrey Chamness from Pa-
ducah, their son Andy and 
children.   

Visiting in the afternoon 
were Jamie and Rebecca 
Yates and family, and Jor-
dan and Alexis Rhymer, 
Junior and Hadley.   Three 
of the Rhymers’ grandsons, 
spent the night with the 
Rhymers rounding out an 
enjoyable New Year’s Day

Honor Wreaths for Vet-
erans

If you buy a Honor 
Wreath for Veterans by Jan. 
15 Wreaths Across America 
will donate a wreath in hon-
or of a veteran for our Anna 
Cemetery who doesn’t have 
anyone to buy for them.  

Please bring a check 
made out to Honor Wreaths 
for Veterans $15 each to 
Anna City Hall and ask 
them to put it in my mail 
box there or mail to me, 
Martha Ann Webb, 118  
W. Monroe St., Anna, Ill. 
62906. 

Please list the name of 
the veteran your wreath is 
in memory of, your name 
and if you will be able to lay 
the wreath that day or if we 
need to.  The ceremony will 
be Dec. 19 at 11 a.m. in our 
Anna Cemetery.

Wedding Anniversary
Wayne and Nancy Sko-

glund celebrated their 49th 

wedding anniversary Jan. 3. 
Gaylon and Clara Cates 

will celebrate their wedding 
anniversary Jan. 15.

Birthdays
Sharon Hall celebrated 

her birthday Sunday, Jan. 
5, with dinner with her 
husband at Cracker Barrel 
in Cape Girardeau.

Jan. 15 Shirley Page, Jim  
Koonce.

Anna Arts Center
The Anna Arts Center 

announces auditions for its 
second play of the 2019-
2020 season. 

It is called Women Of 
Choice and was written by 
Murphysboro  playwright, 
David Rush.  Dr. Lynn 
Steveson will direct.  

Audit ions dates are 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
Jan. 22 and 23, from  6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the 
arts center. If the weather 
is unsuitable, they will be 
rescheduled.  

This play centers upon 
the stories of 10 women of 
various  ages and walks of 
life who share their stories 
with the audience.  They 
are women of today, not 
yesterday.  There is some 
very powerful drama in 
these stories. Mark your 
calendars now if you think 
this might interest you. 
A complete list of the 10 
women will appear next 
week in this column.  

If you have questions, 
text or call Lynn at 618-
697-2334 for further infor-
mation. No preparation is 
needed, actresses will read 
from the various stories. 

Performances of Women  
Of Choice are Friday and 
Saturday, Feb. 28 and 29, 
and Sunday, March 1, at 2 
p.m., weather permitting.

105th Birthday Cele-
bration

Weldon Brown asks ev-
eryone to join with him to 
wish his dear cousin Carl 
Leroy Fox Sr. of Paducah, 
born 1915 and still living, 
a happy birthday. Carl cel-
ebrated his 105 birthday 
Jan. 6. 

Carl has been a Masonic 
member for around 80 years  
in the Anna Lodge. He has 
been amazing in his later 
years. 

He loved to help the older 
ladies in his neighborhood. 
Never missed a family re-
union. His prayer was al-
ways meaningful as he 
blessed with his heart. 

In July 2002 he said if he 
lived until Jan. 6 he will be 
98 and beat Uncle Glen. He 
did that and is now the old-
est one ever in their family. 

He was the son of Holly 
and Mary Ruth Brown Fox. 
He married Stella Womick 
in 1936 in Jackson, Mo.

Weldon Brown says one 
more time Happy Birthday 
with hugs to my good cous-
in and brother Mason. 

Carl’s daughter Sarah 
recently had to put him in a 
nursing home. His mind is 
still good but deteriorating 
health and eyesight forced 
her to do so.

New Year’s Breakfast
Joan Graves Edwards 

was honored with a Happy 
New Years breakfast by her 
sons Jason and Quinn last 
Sunday.

Anna VFW Post
Linda Jackson says what 

a great week it was at the 
post. Great crowd and great 
food for New Year’s Eve. 
What a great way to ring in 
the New Year.

 Friday night fish fry was 
the largest crowd they had 
ever had. Great to catch up 
with so many friends. 

Saturday night was the 
15th District Voice of De-
mocracy dinner for the 
Voice of Democracy and 
Patriots Pen students in the 
district. Over 100 people 
attended this dinner to hon-
or these students. Another 
great meal and a great night.  

Thursday, Jan. 9, the 
post will have its monthly 
meeting at 7 p.m.

The Auxiliary voted at its 
January meeting to change 

its meeting night to the 
second Thursday of each 
month beginning at 6 p.m. 
This is the same night as 
the post meeting that starts 
at 7 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 10, Star Ka-
raoke will be at the post 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Food 
will be available.

There will be a trivia 
night March 7 for Tiffany 
Busby, circuit clerk, start-
ing at 6 p.m. Call Vonda 
Benefield, 618-796-2146, 
if you would like to play. 

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Holy Communion was 
taken.

Special music was by 
Clayton Bridgeman play-
ing his viola accompanied 
by Carla Anderson on the 
piano. Carla Anderson also 
on the organ and  Marcy 
Morris on the piano. 

Liturgist Terry Riley wel-
comed everyone. It was 
good to see several visitors. 

The sermon was by Re-
tired pastor Rev. David 
Reynolds from Marion with 
scripture from Joel. 

David told the children 
about how Jesus knows all 
of our names and even if 
you lose your loved ones 
Jesus will always be with 
them and illustrated with a 
story about a little boy from 
the Philippines, scripture 
from Jeremiah.  

Prayers were for those 
who are sick and have lost 
loved ones. Prayers for 
Annetta Miller Seliger, who 
fell in her home and broke 
her hip. She is in Carbon-
dale Memorial Hospital. 
May  God’s healing hands 
touch her and heal her soon. 

The Bazaar Ladies are 
collecting garland and 
wreaths if you have any 
you want to get rid of after 
Christmas. They are going 
to make beautiful decora-
tions with them. Thanks 
to the ladies for all they do 
to make the church more 
beautiful. 

Christmas poinsettia me-
morials were for Heldur 
Nork and Larry Wolfe by 
Melba and Bethenie Nork. 
Rev. Norman and Charles 
Sloan by Rev. Millie, Paul 
and Jim Sloan. Willis 
and Marie Belcher, John 
Belcher, Brenda Saturno, 
Ralph and Anita Dillow, 
Aimee Dillow and Roger 
Dillow by Rick and Wanda 
Dillow. Pat Fahlberg, Eu-

nice Chambers and Judy 
Anderson by Jane Bauer. 
John Lehman and Lola 
Toigo by Lola Lehman. 
Edward Arthur Sinks, Mary 
Catherine Sinks and Bren-
da Bradshaw by Theresa 
Lamszus. In loving mem-
ory of loved ones and in 
honor of family and church 
family by Terry and Barba-
ra House. 

Alliance and Union 
County Churches 

Pete Housman says may 
we work together to be the 
hands, feet and voice of 
Christ in our communities. 
God continues to bless us 
with this place and time. 
Let us be fearless and joy-
ful as we spread the Good 
News. 

The alliance planned to 
meet Wednesday morning, 
Jan. 8, at the United Meth-
odist Church in Anna.

Please pick up the phone 
and call three churches 
who do not currently have 
pastors or congregational 
members currently attend-
ing our UCAC meetings 
and personally invite them 
to be your guest for this 
meeting or at the very least 
ask for an email contact that 
we can add to our contact 
list. 

We share a common mis-
sion and a great commis-
sion. Let us do the work 
we have been given by our 
Lord Jesus Christ  as the 
Union County Churches 
United 2020.   

Red Hat Ladies
The next meeting will be 

Jan. 15 at Pizza Hut in Anna 

hosted by Janice Lewellyn, 
Carol Gordon, Barbara 
McNeely. 

AFSCME Retirees
 Marsha Griffin of the at-

torney general’s office will 
be giving a presentation re-
garding consumer fraud at 
the AFSCME state retirees 
meeting at 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 28, at Anna Heights 
Baptist Church.  

A-JCHS Safe Celebra-
tion

Tina Mayberry is the Safe 
Celebration coordinator 
and asks for your donations 
be made to AJCHS Safe 
Celebration and mailed to 
A-JCHS Safe Celebration, 
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School, 608 S. 
Main St., Anna, Ill. 62906 
or they may be taken to the 
school.  

Military Prayer List
Kate lynn Wil l iams,  

Lucas W. Davis, James 
Sullivan, Lindsey Keene, 
Jacob Schaefer,  Jerod 
Schaefer, Creighton Last-
er,  Reagan Morrison, Josh 
Steveson, Josh Williams, 
Faith Odom, Jim Bonner, 
Jennifer Ann Bishop, Arin 
Whitemountain, James 
McWhorter, Nick Harvel, 
Nona Elizabeth Luke, Lu-
cas J. Strickland, William 
Nathaniel Frankell, Ethan 
Maze, Lukas W. Davis, 
Tanner Anderson, Hayden 
Young, Garrett Goines, 
Kiefer Stull, Davis Jorden 
Glasco, Ryan Hampton, 
Brittany Michelle Lence, 
Killian Jesse, Molly Noyes, 
C.J. Youngerman, Freddy 
Morse.
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THURSDAY JANUARY 9, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Women’s Col -
lege Bas ket ball
from Site TBA

Seinfeld aac “Bad
Boys” (‘95)

BUNK’D “Sev enth Son”
(‘15)

(5:10) “In Time”
(‘11)

Shame less (HD)

:30 Seinfeld BUNK’D

7 PM JEOPARDY! Young Last Man Stand -
ing

Super store Bang (HD) “Bad Boys II”
(‘03, Ac tion)
Tough nar cot ics
cops stop drug
king pin.

BUNK’D aaa “Bruce
Al mighty” (‘03)
(HD)

“The Ad just -
ment Bu reau”
(‘11)

aaac

“Pavarotti”
(‘19) Op era
singer. (HD)

:30 Uni corn TBA Bang (HD) Syd ney

8 PM Truth & Lies:
The Jeffrey Dis -
graced fi nan cier.

(:01) Mom Dep uty New dep -
u ties.

Place Women’s Col -
lege Bas ket ball
from Site TBA

Bang (HD) Ra ven

:30 Carol’s Will (HD) Bang (HD) Just Roll “Fan tas tic
Beasts: The
Crimes of Grin -
del wald” (‘18)

“The Dark est
Minds”
Superpowered
teens.9 PM Evil “Room 320"

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Law & Or der:
SVU

Bang (HD) Coop & Cam Gen er a tion Q “La -
bels”:30 Bang (HD) Syd ney

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(Live)

Conan Fam ily Unsittable Work

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Brook lyn Fam ily Just Roll (:35) “Rep li cas”
(‘19) Fam ily
back.

“From Dusk Till 
Dawn” (‘96)
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(Live)
Brook lyn Fam ily Ra ven “Scary Movie 3"

(‘03):30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Ra ven

FRIDAY JANUARY 10, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA Count down
(HD)

aaa “We’re
the Mill ers”
(‘13, Com edy)
Fake fam ily.
(HD)

Fam ily “De spi ca ble Me 
3"

“Shut ter Is land”
(‘10)

“Hal low een II”
(‘81)

(5:55) “The Up -
side” (‘19) Un -
likely chem is try.:30 Fam ily

7 PM House wife Ha waii Five-0
(HD)

WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

The Black list
(HD)

NBA Bas ket ball
New Or leans vs
New York (Live)
(HD)

Fam ily BUNK’D “War of the
Worlds” (‘05)
Aliens at tack
Earth.

(:10) aac

“The Pred a tor”
(‘18) Deadly
hunter.

:30 Boat (HD) Fam ily Owl House

8 PM 20/20 In ves ti ga -
tive news. (HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Fam ily Ra ven Showtime Box -
ing Spe cial Edi -
tion “Shields vs.
Habazin” (Live)
(HD)

:30 “This Is 40"
(‘12) Cou ple pre -
pares to cel e -
brate birth days.

Fam ily Just Roll

9 PM Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Fam ily Coop & Cam aaa

“Tolkien” (‘19,
Drama) Young
writer.

Strike

:30 NBA Bas ket ball
Golden State vs
Los An geles
(Live) (HD)

Fam ily Syd ney (:50) Strike Back
(HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Fam ily Unsittable

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily Owl House “River’s Edge”
Mur der
cover-up.11 PM Lo cal ELEAGUE (HD) Fam ily Ra ven “Lit tle Stranger”

(‘18)
Ray Don o van
(HD):30 Night line Corden Lo cal Late Night Fam ily Ra ven

THURSDAY
7:00pm

USA Bad Boys II aaa (2003, Ac tion) Mar tin
Law rence, Will Smith. Tough nar cot ics cops
head up a task force charged with stop ping a
dan ger ous drug king pin and his batch of ec -
stasy from hit ting the streets of Mi ami. R TVMA

7:31pm
CBS The Uni corn “If It Does n’t Spark Joy”
Wade con tem plates the op tion of pro gress ing
his re la tion ship with Anna; Delia, Grace and
Natalie no tice how pre cious their mem o ries of
Jill are. TVPG (HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

ABC Amer i can House wife “Hip To Be
Square” Katie and Greg try to stay con nected
and ex plore ac tiv i ties that they can en joy to -
gether; Anna-Kat faces a chal lenge when
Frank lin ex cels at square danc ing. TVPG (HD)

NBC The Black list Ex-gov ern ment agent
Ray mond “Red” Reddington has been one of
the FBI’s Most Wanted fu gi tives, though he
mys te ri ously turns him self in un der a few con -
di tions. TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
ABC The Goldbergs “An i mal House” Things
don’t quite go as ex pected with Barry’s de ci -
sion to rush a fra ter nity; Beverly and Murray
re al ize that they are close to be com ing empty
nest ers. TVPG (HD)

USA Sex and the City “Es cape from New
York” Carrie’s meet ing about a pos si ble film
based on her col umn gives the girls a chance
to go to Los An geles; Char lotte tries to turn
around her sex less hon ey moon. TVMA

SATURDAYSATURDAY JANUARY 11, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams NFL Play offs
(Live)

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball

aaa “Hor ri -
ble Bosses”
Mur der ing em -
ploy ers.

Sex & City (5:05) “Movie” “Day Af ter” (‘04)
(HD)

(5:15) “Paul” (‘11) 
(HD)

Shame less (HD)

:30 Sex & City

7 PM Conners To Be An -
nounced

Gordon (HD) Games (HD) Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBD” (Live) (HD)

Sex & City Big City “John Wick:
Chap ter 3 -
Parabellum”
(‘19)

“The Ru ins” A
haunted tem ple.

“Mile 22" (‘18)
CIA unit res cue.
(R):30 Conners Sex & City Big City

8 PM Goldbergs To Be An -
nounced

Dep uty New dep -
u ties.

Date line NBC
(HD)

Bang (HD) Sex & City Big City

:30 Goldbergs Bang (HD) Sex & City Big City aaa “Ju ras -
sic World:
Fallen King -
dom” (‘18)

(:35) “El Chi -
cano” (‘19) De -
tec tive’s
re venge.9 PM 20/20 (HD) 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live

(HD)
Top Rank Box -
ing on ESPN:
Stu dio (Live)
(HD)

Bang (HD) Sex & City Unsittable (:11) Westworld
(HD):30 Bang (HD) Sex & City Just Roll

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Beat Shazam
(HD)

Lo cal Fron tal Fam ily Ra ven Westworld
“Chest nut”:30 Sat. Night Live

Sketch com edy.
aac “The
Break-Up” (‘06)
(HD)

Fam ily Just Roll (:45) “Die Hard”
(‘88) A lone
hero.

Shame less (HD)

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams NFL Primetime
(Live)

Fam ily Jessie “John Wick”
(‘19) (R):30 Fam ily Jessie R. Don o van

THURSDAY

MONDAY JANUARY 13, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Champ. Fam Guy Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Just Roll (5:45) aaa

“Fast Five”
(‘11) Ex-cop and 
ex-con.

aac “Lit tle
Shop” (‘86)

Gen. Q “Loose
Ends”:30 Lo cal Pre/Post Fam Guy Just Roll

7 PM The Bach e lor
Pur suit of love.
(HD)

Neigh bor. 9-1-1 “Fall out”
(HD)

Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent: The Tal -
ent show case.

(:15) 2020 CFP
Na tional Champ. 
Clemson Ti gers
vs LSU Ti gers
(Live)

Fam Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

Just Roll aac “The Big 
Year” Bird
watch ers.

Shame less (HD)

:30 Bob Hearts Fam Guy Just Roll

8 PM All Rise Le gal
sys tem.

(:01) Prod i gal
Son

Fam Guy Just Roll The New Pope
(HD)

On Be com ing a
God:30 Fam Guy Just Roll aaa “A Good 

Year” (‘06) Cha -
teau in her i tance.9 PM Grand Ho tel

(HD)
Bull “La bor Days”
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(:01) Man i fest
(HD)

Dad (HD) Just Roll (:05) The New
Pope

Gen. Q “Loose
Ends”:30 Dad (HD) Just Roll

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Fam ily Just Roll (:10) The Out -
sider

Ray Don o van
“Bugs”:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Pre/Post Mir a cle Fam ily Just Roll (:40) “Can’t Buy 
Me Love” (‘87)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Mir a cle Fam ily Jessie (:10) The Out -

sider
Shame less (HD)

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Jessie

TUESDAY JANUARY 14, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBD” (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Coop & Cam “Shut ter Is land”
(‘10)

“Fight Club”
(‘99) (R)

“Scream 4" (‘11)
(HD):30 Bang (HD) Coop & Cam

7 PM Conners NCIS Mil i tary
crimes.

The Res i dent
(HD)

Games (HD) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Coop & Cam The Out sider
(HD)

“The Mask”
(‘94) A mag i cal
mask.

Ray Don o van
“Bugs”:30 Bless Mess Bang (HD) Coop & Cam

8 PM mixed-ish FBI: Most
Wanted

Gordon (HD) This Is Us (HD) Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBD” (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Coop & Cam The Out sider
(HD)

In side the NFL
(HD):30 black-ish Bang (HD) Coop & Cam (:45) “A Fan tas -

tic Fear of Ev -
ery thing” (‘12)9 PM Emer gence (HD) NCIS: New Or -

leans
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(:01) New Am ster -
dam

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Coop & Cam “The Town”
(‘10) Ben
Affleck. A
Boston thief.

Shame less (HD)

:30 Bang (HD) Coop & Cam

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(Live)

Conan Law & Or der:
SVU

Coop & Cam In side the NFL
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Mir a cle Coop & Cam “The Ru ins” A
haunted tem ple.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(Live)
Mir a cle Law & Or der:

SVU
Jessie (:05) The New

Pope
Ray Don o van
“Bugs”:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Jessie

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 15, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA Bas ket ball
Brook lyn vs Phil -
a del phia (Live)
(HD)

Seinfeld NCIS “In cog nito”
(HD)

Ra ven The Out sider
(HD)

“Your Num ber”
(‘11)

(5:45) “The
Hunt for Red
Oc to ber” (‘90)
(HD)

:30 Seinfeld Ra ven

7 PM To Be An -
nounced

Un der cover
Boss

Flirty Danc ing
(HD)

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Bang (HD) WWE NXT (HD) Ra ven The New Pope
(HD)

aaa “Crazy
Rich Asians”
(‘18) Wealthy
fam ily.

:30 Bang (HD) Ra ven

8 PM Crim i nal Minds
(HD)

Al most Fam ily
(HD)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Bang (HD) Ra ven “John Wick:
Chap ter 3 -
Parabellum”
(‘19)

aaac “Pla -
toon” (‘86) Mo -
ral ity in com bat.
(HD)

:30 Sin gle NBA Bas ket ball
Port land vs
Hous ton (Live)
(HD)

Bang (HD) Ra ven

9 PM Stumptown (HD) All Rise Le gal
sys tem.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Bang (HD) Miz & Mrs Ra ven “The Hot
Chick” Body
switch ing.:30 Fron tal Miz & Mrs Ra ven

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Miz & Mrs Ra ven (:15) The Out -
sider

aaa

“Jarhead” (‘05)
The first Gulf
War. (R) (HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fron tal Miz & Mrs Ra ven (:50) aa

“Black Knight”
(‘01) (HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(Live)
Mir a cle Law & Or der:

SVU
Jessie “Rock the

Kasbah”:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Jessie

SUNDAY
7:00pm

ABC Kids Say the Darndest Things “A
Thou sand Thumbs Up!” A Brook lyn food critic
sets out on a cu li nary jour ney at a Michelin
star-rated res tau rant; a group of kids share the 
best way to eat pizza. (HD)

8:00pm
HBO The Out sider “Fish in a Bar rel” A de tec -
tive in ves ti gates the mur der of an 11-year-old
boy whose body was dis cov ered in the woods
of Geor gia, which leads to the ar rest of a lo cal
teacher. TVMA (HD)

MONDAY
8:00pm

CBS All Rise The com pli cated lives of judges, 
pros e cu tors and pub lic de fend ers are ex -
plored as they work around a flawed le gal pro -
cess to serve jus tice in Los An geles. (HD)

9:01pm
NBC Man i fest Al though a plane lands safely,
the pas sen gers dis cover that they have been
miss ing for five years, which leads them to un -
cover a mys tery. TVPG (HD)

7:00pm
FOX The Res i dent “Best Laid Plans” Nic and 
Mina must find a bat tery to power a pa tient’s
fail ing VAD in time to save her; a for mer pa tient 
of Conrad’s calls him dur ing a cri sis. TV14 (HD)

MAX The Mask aaa (1994, Com edy) Jim
Carrey, Pe ter Riegert. A kind, shy bank clerk
dis cov ers a mys te ri ous mask that trans forms
him into a dar ing trick ster with su per hu man
abil i ties and an over-the-top per son al ity.
PG-13 (HD)

TUESDAY

8:00pm
SHOW Pla toon aaac (1986, Drama) Tom
Berenger, Willem Dafoe. A sol dier in Viet nam is
forced to re-eval u ate his be liefs when his ser -
geant or ders a mas sa cre of ci vil ians and an other 
ser geant re ports him as a war crim i nal. R (HD)

8:30pm
ABC Sin gle Par ents A group of sin gle par -
ents de pend on one an other to help raise their
young chil dren, while they try to still have their
own per sonal lives out side of par ent hood.
TVPG (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY JANUARY 12, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Vid eos (HD) 60 Min utes (HD) Simp sons Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent: The (HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

“Star Wars: VII”
(‘15)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Unsittable “John Wick:
Chap ter 3 -
Parabellum”
(‘19)

“BlacKk-
Klans man”

Ray Don o van
(HD):30 Bur gers Unsittable

7 PM Kids Say Eat ing
pizza.

God Friended
Me

Simp sons Cham pi on ship
Drive (HD)

“Star Wars:
The Last Jedi”
(‘17) Mark
Hamill. Luke
guides Rey.
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

“Movie” “Dick Tracy”
Cop fights vil -
lains.

Ray Don o van
“Bugs”:30 The Harts

8 PM Shark Tank (HD) NCIS: L. A. (HD) Bur gers To Be An -
nounced

Law & Or der:
SVU

The Out sider
(HD)

Shame less (HD)

:30 Fam Guy (:45) aac

“Ocean’s 8"
(‘18) Jew elry
heist. (HD)9 PM Shark Tank (HD) Madam Sec re -

tary
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

To Be An -
nounced

NFL Re wind Dare Me (HD) Star Wars The Out sider
(HD)

Gen. Q “Loose
Ends”:30 Big City

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
with Scott (HD)

“Star Wars: Ep -
i sode IV - A
New Hope”
(‘77)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven The Out sider
(HD)

Work

:30 Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Just Roll “The Ad just -
ment Bu reau”
(‘11)

Gen. Q “Loose
Ends”11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Law & Or der:

SVU
Jessie The Out sider

(HD):30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal SC (HD) Jessie Shame less

MONDAY

Television Listings

Researchers suggest more state funding 
for schools would help lower property taxes

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitol-

newsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – A pair 

of researchers are suggest-
ing the best way to reduce 
property taxes in Illinois 
is for the state to take over 
a greater share of funding 
for public schools and con-
solidate some units of local 
government.

Frank Manzo, policy 
director at the Illinois Eco-
nomic Policy Institute, and 
Robert Bruno, director 
of the Project for Middle 
Class Renewal at the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign, argue in a 
new report that such a plan 
would not only hold down 
future property tax hikes, 
but it would actually help 
create jobs and stimulate 
the state’s economy.

“There have been pre-
vious commissions on this 
issue since the 1980s,” 
Manzo said in an interview. 

“Four of them, in fact, 
and all four unanimously 
found that really mean-
ingful property tax relief 
for homeowners would 
require more state funding 
for public education. 

“And in three of the four 
task forces, local govern-

ment consolidation was 
also directly or indirectly 
called for. But these are 
structural problems that 
have frankly only deep-
ened since those reports.”

I l l i n o i s  l a w m a k e r s 
passed Senate Bill 1932 
earlier this year establish-
ing a bipartisan Property 
Tax Relief Task Force. 

It was part of Demo-
cratic Gov. JB Pritzker’s 
so-called “fair tax” pack-
age that also included a 
proposed constitutional 
amendment allowing the 
state to levy a multi-tiered 
“graduated” income tax in 
which people would pay 
higher rates on higher lev-
els of income. Voters will 
decide on that amendment 
in the November 2020 
elections.

Pritzker has said he 
wants part of the new rev-
enue from a graduated 
tax, estimated at about $3 
billion a year, to go toward 
local property tax relief by 
raising the current proper-
ty tax credit that property 
owners can take on their 
income taxes.

But in their report, which 
they shared with Capitol 
News Illinois ahead of its 
public release, Manzo and 
Bruno argue that the state’s 

current property tax system 
and its school funding sys-
tem are structurally flawed.

Specifically, they point 
to the fact that property 
taxes account for two-
thirds of school funding 
in Illinois while the state 
pays only about 27 percent, 
or about half the national 
average.

They also point to the 
state’s Property Tax Ex-
tension Limitation Law, 
or PTELL, which allows 
automatic property tax 
increases each year, but 
also caps those increases 
at the rate of inflation or 
5 percent, whichever is 
less, thus preventing many 
local governments, and 
especially school districts, 
from raising the revenue 
they need.

Their proposal is to raise 
the state’s contribution to 
public education by $5 
billion over four years. 

That would be in ad-
dition to the increased 
funding that comes through 
the state’s new Evidence 
Based Funding formula, 
which calls for an added 
$350 million for education 
funding each year.

The new money would 
be distributed proportion-
ately to all 852 school 

districts, effectively cov-
ering their future increases 
under the PTELL law and 
enabling them to hold their 
property taxes flat for four 
years.

That plan could be paid 
for, they argue, through 
the proposed graduated 
income tax, a new tax on 
retirement income over 
$100,000 and savings that 
could be achieved by con-
solidating township gov-
ernments.

“It is not only good for 
education, for children 
growing up and going to 
school in this state,” Bruno 
said. 

“But it also happens to 
have the added benefit of 
taking the burden properly 
off of local property own-
ers, and shifting, modestly, 
some of that additional 
responsibility to the state, 
where it actually exists 
everywhere else in the 
country but in Illinois. 

“So I think you can make 
an argument, and I think 
you can make a winning 
argument, that this is where 
the investment needs to be 
going.”

In their report, Man-
zo and Bruno note that 
Illinoisans pay the sev-
enth-highest property tax 

rates in the country and that 
roughly two-thirds of all 
property taxes go to school 
districts. 

Average Illinois home-
owners pay 7.4 percent of 
their income on property 
taxes, compared to just 
4.95 percent in income 
taxes.

They also argue that 
property taxes are regres-
sive because lower-income 
homeowners have much 
more of their total personal 
wealth invested in their 
home than upper-income 
people. 

According to the re-
port, a household earning 
$35,000 per year, for ex-
ample, pays on average 
10 percent of their taxable 
income in property taxes, 
compared to 7 percent for 
someone earning $75,000 a 
year, and just 1 percent for 
people with yearly incomes 
over $1 million.

Using economic model-
ing formulas, Manzo and 
Bruno estimate the net 
impact of increasing the 
state’s investment in edu-
cation and holding down 
school district property 
taxes would be to grow the 
Illinois economy by about 
$1.2 billion and adding up 
to 14,000 new jobs.

Consolidating town-
ships, they suggest, would 
have a smaller impact, 
lowering property tax bills 
by 0.4 percent, adding $11 
million to the economy 
and producing about 100 
new jobs.

An alternative, they ar-
gue, was reflected this 
year in House Bill 320, 
which would have extend-
ed PTELL to all local gov-
ernments, including home 
rule jurisdictions. 

It also would have uni-
laterally cut property tax 
levies by 10 percent below 
their 2018 level and then 
would have frozen proper-
ty tax levies after that.

“Local governments 
would have been forced to 
slash spending on essential 
services by $3 billion an-
nually,” Manzo and Bruno 
wrote in their report. 

“Al though proper ty 
tax relief would produce 
an economic stimulus, it 
would be completely offset 
by the cuts to long-term 
public investments: shrink-
ing Illinois’ economy by $2 
billion and 27,000 jobs.”

Manzo and Bruno said 
they do not yet know what 
will be in the task force’s 
final report, which is due 
to be released by Dec. 31.
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Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Poor-performing schools
bode ill for the future 
of rural America, nation

By Jim Nowlan
Different from Lake Wobegon, where all the youngsters 

are above average, most downstate Illinois schools per-
form below the statewide averages on achievement tests. I 
write not to criticize, but to evaluate, and to explore what 
might be done to boost achievement.

The Illinois School Report Card produced by the state’s 
board of education offers a trove of information about 
our schools and their students. You can slice and dice the 
data on its website. 

What you will find is depressingly predictable: School 
district performance strongly correlates with household 
income, and not with spending. Since downstate commu-
nities are overall less wealthy than those in metro Chicago, 
performance is also, generally, less robust.

The sample of school districts I looked at across Illinois 
was consistent: Both downstate rural and urban school 
districts generally performed below the statewide averages 
for 11th grade language and math tests. 

The downstate exceptions were suburban-type districts 
on the edge of cities, as outside Peoria and Champaign-
Urbana, where, let’s be honest, many families locate 
to avoid the problems of city schools. Schools such as 
Dunlap (outside Peoria) and Mahomet (Champaign) spend 
less per pupil than their nearby city schools and perform 
much better.

The state Report Card includes fascinating scatterplots 
of all schools. You will see strong correlations between the 
percentage of low-income families in districts and perfor-
mance; the fewer low income, the higher the test scores.

On the other hand, there is almost no correlation I can 
see in the scatterplot for spending and performance. The 
scatterplot resembles a goose egg, standing up.

That doesn’t mean spending is unimportant. I am con-
fident the many suburban schools that pay an average 
of more than $100,000 per year for teachers are able to 
attract, overall, a greater percentage of teachers who earn 
master’s degrees in substantive areas such as science, math 
and English than in school districts near my town, where 
average salaries are under $50,000. 

The high-spending schools generally have larger en-
rollments as well, and thus offer more foreign languages, 
earlier, and a richer array of challenging coursework.

Yet I would guess that even if the suburban schools 
paid as little as my rural districts, their students would still 
perform much better than average...because the parents 
and peer pressure would demand it. Parents would cre-
ate and fund foundations to provide what they think their 
children need to get into top colleges.

We in Illinois are at present embarked on a gradual in-
crease in the state funding for low-wealth districts, which 
includes most rural districts, so long as state funding is 
available. I am all for this. Yet, if improved performance 
doesn’t follow, taxpayers might say: “Why are we doing 
this?”

I don’t fault my local school teachers for below average 
performance, but I do believe school superintendents and 
their boards must up their game. I fear the “supes” often 
caress their boards with cherry-picked information from 
the school district report cards, showing improvement here 
and there, yet ignoring that the schools are still performing 
below average. The school boards often think that if they 
are doing as well as the under-performing school district 
down the road, they are doing just fine. Not true.

Parents with ambitions for their young are not likely to 
locate in small towns where the schools are below average, 
and I can assure you such families check out the statewide 
school report cards.

Poor-performing schools bode ill for the future of rural 
America, and for all America.

The performance problems – I don’t know why school 
leaders don’t shout this to the high heaven, in their own 
frustration – lie primarily with the families and commu-
nities in which the schools are embedded. Low-income 
families often fail to create strong expectations for success 
among their children, nor do they provide the discipline 
and support at home necessary to achieve high aspirations.

So, what can be done? Schools in big city China require 
English from kindergarten through high school. If a rural 
district offered Mandarin from the earliest grades, and my 
Chinese friends believe such could be arranged, young 
parents would take notice, I can assure you. 

Yet I fear that most downstate school boards would 
consider that way too far outside the box, comfortable in 
their misguided belief that the United States is still the 
center of the world.

Schools are already providing breakfast, lunch and 
after-school snacks for the low-income. Should schools 
provide even more social services? I don’t think schools 
can become in loco parentis (in place of parents), at least 
not effectively.

Yet, somehow, schools and communities...churches, 
private charity, neighborhood groups...must engage and 
stimulate clueless families to do a better job of parenting 
for success. 

(For many years, Jim Nowlan was a senior fellow and 
political science professor at the University of Illinois in 
Urbana-Champaign. He has worked for three unindicted 
governors and published a weekly newspaper in central 
Illinois.)

A raccoon...movin’ slow, on the last day of the year...headin’ to a big party in the woods? 

A New Year's Eve road trip adventure...
The holiday season “officially” came to an end last 

Sunday evening...with a bit of a sputter. “Officially,” with 
quotes, looks, well, much more official than just plain old 
officially, standing there all by its lonesome self.

“Officially” is written with confidence. Because Sunday 
evening was when the last of our whipping cream sprayed, 
somewhat noisily, out of the final can of that special treat 
which had found its way to our abode during the late and 
lamented holiday season.

As we have noted often in this space over the years, at 

Swans? We think so. They were seen in a silhouette 
on December 31.

A white-tailed deer was grazing on a New Year’s Eve 
snack as the sun was setting on the final day of 2019.

A lone goose was spotted on December 31 in a field 
at the Union County State and Fish and Wildlife Area.

our home, we are fans of whipping cream which sprays 
out of a can. Generally speaking, for a holiday meal, we 
like to have at least one can of the stuff on the table for 
each person. Can’t have too much of a good thing.

The “official” final gasp of our last can of holiday whip-
ping cream ended up on some blueberries which were your 
writer’s dessert after Sunday dinner. Truth be told, I’m not 
sure why I even had the blueberries. The whipping cream 
would have been enough.

We probably won’t have whipping cream again until 
Thanksgiving. I’ll start stocking up soon. 

Now folks, hope you don’t mind, but your writer would 
like to wrap up a few loose ends as we all embark on a 
bright and shiny new year.

The year 2019 is history now. The final chapter in the 
story of the year for our lives closed on a clear and cold 
Tuesday. In keeping with a tradition of sorts, The Other 
Half and your writer embarked on a late afternoon/early 
evening journey through the Union County countryside 
on the final day of last year. Call it a date.

We motored to the Union County State Fish and Wild-
life Area, hoping to see some waterfowl. We pretty much 
saw a goose. One goose. In a field.

We headed back home by way of the Clear Creek Levee 
Road and then through the Trail of Tears State Forest. 
From the levee, we spotted what we think were some 
swans in a pool of water. 

Upon exiting the levee road, and just as we were about 
to cross a bridge heading into the state forest, I spotted a 
critter moving...very...slowly...off to the right of the road. 
We stopped the car, right there in the road (there wasn’t 
much traffic near the state forest on New Year’s Eve) to 
get a good look at the critter.

My initial thought (and hope?) was that we were seeing 
a bobcat. That would have made for a nice photo on the 
final day of the year.

Turned out the critter was a raccoon. A raccoon that 
was moving really slow. Like it might have been old and 
cold and looking for something to eat and maybe a warm 
blanket. The raccoon paid no attention whatsoever to us 
as we watched it wander away. Slowly.

We made it back home shortly after dark. Before the 
crazies were out reveling. Had some dinner. Took our 
pre-bedtime naps. Called it a day. A year. A decade. Now, 
we’ll just wait and see what 2020 brings...

Political letters to the editor
All letters to the editor endorsing, opposing or 

pertaining to political candidates must be published as 
paid election letters. They will be subject to a publication 
fee of $50.

A paid election letter must be paid for by the 
writer. If the letter is paid for by another individual or 
organization, that information must be stated, according 
to election laws.

A letter must be signed and must contain the name 
of the person who wrote the letter, the writer’s address 
and the writer’s telephone number. The telephone 
number will not be published, but must be included for 
verification purposes.

The deadline to submit a paid election letter, and 
payment for the letter, is noon on the Thursday prior to 
publication of the letter. The newspaper reserves the 
right to edit a letter for clarity, brevity and legal purposes.

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, January 8, 1970

Petitions protesting the holding of a giant rock festival 
in the Jackson County area are continuing to be received, 
as well as letters to the editors of several area newspapers, 
and letters from state and national officials.

Unanimous approval by a Citizens Advisory Council 
was given Monday night to a proposed $3.5 million bond 
issue for Shawnee College.

Enrollment at Shawnee College topped the 600 mark 
Tuesday during a two-day registration for the college’s 
winter term.

The dam for the new lake at the west edge of the Don-
gola City Limits is nearing completion. The lake was 
built for three purposes, primarily to supply water for 
the residents of the Village of Dongola, and the second 
purposes of recreation and flood control.

Anna Quarries Inc. recently purchased the Midwest 
Stone Rock Quarry, North Limekiln Road in Anna.

One man was inducted into the Armed Services in the 
month of December. Seventeen men will go to the induc-
tion center January 20 for physical examinations from the 
Union County area.

For two days this past week, the Union County area 
received a welcome reprieve from the cloudy skies which 
prevailed in the area for almost two weeks. Snow lying on 
the ground for almost two weeks melted to a great extent 
during the two day period and on Monday morning, Jan. 5. 
Then snowflakes began to fall, as well as the temperature, 
and the area was again covered with the white “stuff.”

Prohibition of DDT use in Illinois will not affect ag-
ricultural production. Charles N. Glover, Union County 
Extension adviser, says DDT use phase-out started in 1950 
and was nearly complete in 1960. 1964 marked the last 
year DDT was used to any extent, even on minor insect 
problems.

From the Shiloh news: We had to cancel our Christmas 
program and caroling because of the hazardous roads. The 
ice and snow (have) been beautiful though. I’m sure all 
the children have enjoyed it.
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